" IDEAS FOR FREEDOM

A government of the working class

HE starting point of our activities must

be the demand for higher wages. the

demand for retention of the eight-hour
day and the demand for the development of
the Industrial council movement. But these
demands do not suffice. Workers who belong
to no political party at all can and do demand
the daily wage of one thousand marks, whilst
five hundred miarks will not procure them the
necessaries of life. But they see that 10
increase their wages in paper money pro-
vides no issue from their troubles. T'o begin
with. such watchwords may suffice but the
longer the struggle lasts, the more essential
does it become o proclaim political watch-
words. the watchwords of social organisation.
When the time is ripe for the voicing of such
demands. it is time to move trom the defen-
sive 1o the offensive. We must put forward in
these circumstances the demand for control
of production and make clear 1o the workers
that this is the only way out of economic
chaos.

What iare the masses ol the workers, not
merely the Communists, thinking of when
they speak of Workers' Governments? 1 con-
fine miy self to countries in which these ideas
Iinve alrcady found an echo: Britain, Ger-

- many, and Czechoslovakia. In England, think
of the Labour Party. Communism there is
not yet a mass power. In the countrics where
capitalism is decaying. this idca1s intimately
associated with that of the United Front. Just
as the workers say that the meaning of the
Uinited Front is that the Communists and
social-Democrats must make common cause
in the factory when there is a strike, so for the
masses of the workers the idea of a Workers'
Government has a similar significance. The
worhkers are thinking of a4 government of all
the working class parties.

What does that mean for the masses
practically and politically? The political deci-
sion on the question will depend on the fact
whether the social-democracy does or does
not go with the bourgeoisie. Should it do so.
then the Workers” Government can only take
the form of the dictatorship of the Commu-
nist proletariat We cannot decide for the
social democrats what their policy should
be, Whatt we have to decide is this. When we
lead the masses in the struggle against the
capitalist offensive, are we ready to tight on
behalf ot such a labour coalition government?
Are we or are we not ready to bring about the
conditions essential to its realisation?

In my opinion, when we are concerned
with the struggle for the United Front, we
ought to say bluntly that, if the social-demo-
cratic workers will force their leaders to
break with the bourgeoisie, then we are ready
to participate in a labour government, so
long as that government is an instrument of
the class struggle. T mean, if it is ready to
light beside us shoulder to shoulder.

What we have in mind is not a parlis-
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mentary combination, but a platform for the
mobilisation of the masses, an arcna for the
struggle. The form the question takes is this.
Will the social-democrats be excluded from
the coalition by the bourgeoisie: will they
continue 1o rot in the coalition; or shall we
help the masses to compel them to light?
Perhaps you will ask why the deuce we
should bother what they do? 1f it only con-
cerned the fate of the leaders of the
social-democrats, we should certainly be
quite happy to leave them to rot. But when
the question at issue is the mobilisation of the
social-democratic masses, we must formu-
late a positive programme

‘T'o what extent does such a programme
conflict with the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat? To what extent does it conflict with the
civil war? It conflicts to the samce cxtent to
which an ante-room contlicts with the room
to which it leads. As [ar as we are concerned
with the broad front of the proletarian strug-
gle for (reedom the watchword of the
workers’ government is necessary to supply
us with a directive; it is a watchword that
whets the edge of our political weapons. The

“The moment when the
workers find themselves
simultaneously engaged in
the fight for the workers’
government and in the fight
for control of production,
will be the moment when
our fundamental offensive
will begin.”

moment when the workers find themselves
simullaneously cngaged in the fight for the
workers” government and in the light for
control of production, will be the moment
when our fundamental offensive will begin.
the moment when we shall ccase to content
ourselves with trying to defend what we
have, and shall advance to the attack on new
positions! Our offensive will begin as soon as
the workers are ready to fight tor these two
watchwords.

Even in the countries where we have the
best developed parties. our agitation still
exhibits an abstract character, it is not yct
instinct with the passion of persons con-
vinced they are fighting (or aims realisable in
the near future. All their work produces the
impression of pure agitation. If we desire
that our debates shall not dic of anaemia,
and that our congresscs shall not resemble
party conventicles in which nothing but the-
oretical evolutionary tendencies arc
discussed. the parties must pursue in practice
a very different policy from that they hase
pursucd in the past. There must be a change.
not merely in political aim. but also in the

energy of the struggle.

The Communist International is not
merely the party for the conquest of power,
it is the party for conducting the fight. It is
nonsensc, therefore, to sayv: “These are pip-
ing times of peace, so the party cannot fight.”
Such a view would make of the Communist
International a parasite upon the proletarian
world revolution instead of a combatant on
its behalf. The watchword must be not one
of disillusionment and of waiting for the rev-
olution, but onc of fighting for every inch of
ground. All our discussions ar¢ devoid of
meaning unless we understand that we can
only form Communist Parties upon condi-
tion thac their main activity is not to be in the
rooms where resolutions are passed and seud-
ied, but on the battiefield where our aims find
practical fulfilment. in the United Front of the
proletariat, in the fight along the lines that are
made actual by contemporary history.

Comrades. [ want to say a few words
about the peril from the Right. [Tow docs
the British Communist Party apply its United
Front tactics? It sayvs: “We are a scction of the
working class. namely its Left Wing. Never-
theless, we want o stand together with all the
other workers’ partics.” Whither Naomi goes
thither goes Ruth also. And then the elec-
tion address goes on “What is the Labour
Party? The workers are tine lellows. they
want to fight, but the leaders are not quite so
fine.” And then it says: “In the past as in the
present there was treachery on the part of the
leaders. Such treachery might happen once.
But nevertheless, the Labour Party is against
the cupitalists.” By Jove. if this is a sample of
unity tactics. perhaps we better leave them

alone. The Executive has shown in its mani- '

festo that the entire policy of the Labour
Party is nothing but a continuous betrayal of
working class interests. But the Executive
also said to the workers: If the Labour Party
is victorious and forms a government, it will
betray you in the end and will show to the
workers that its aim is the perpetuation of
capitalism. Then the workers will either
desert it or the Labour Party will be com-
pelled to fight owing to the pressure of the
worhers, and in that case we shall back it. We
issucd a definite watchword: vote for it, but
prepare to steuggle against it If thereupon
comrade Webb comes here and warns us
against the opportunists, we can only say 1o
him: ~Comrade Webb. book your berth as
quickly as possible and rcturn to England, in
order to fight against opportunism there, and
yvou will have our heartiest support™.
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