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LENIN

“The Russwn revolutionary
movement will be .victorious as
a movement of workers. There
isand can be noaltemnative.”

What astonishment must
have registered in that vast,
backward prison block of
progress that was [9th certury
Russia, at these words of
George Plekhanov spoken in
1889, For Russia in thase days
was a country with a tiny
working class numbering abaut
1 million, while there were over
onc hundred million peasants.
It was this vast peasant mass
that had bec~ :ked to ax the
revolutionary class by the then
dominant revolutionary
organisation, Narodnaya
Yolya (Narodniks).

Lenin was then only 19, He
had already read Marx's
Capital and begun 1o ground
himself seriously in its scientific
method. Born in the provincial
town of Simbirsk. into the
family of a schaols
administrator, Lenin was no
stranger to revolutionary ideas
other than Marxism. His
brother Alexander had been
banged in 1887 for plauning the
assassination of the 7sar. He
had been a member of the
Narodnik organisation.

But if the execution of his
brother sharpencd Lenin's
sense of injustice, it wis not the
views or the methods of the
Narodniks that influenced him,
but those of Marx, Engels and
Plekhanov. The first things
Lenin wrote were directed at
countering Narodnaya Volva's
faith in the peasantiy  with
Marxism’s scivntific theory of
the central historical rale of the
working class. Whereas  the

Nurodniks saw the peasantry
- “the People™- . as a single
mass, Lemin used detailed
studies  to  show the
differentiation  within  these
masses, how out of ‘the People’
was crystallising the
prolelariat, the modern
working class.

system

He also criticised the tactics
of 1the Naradniks, who sent out
heroic and isolated
revolutionaries with puns and
hombs to act in the name of "the
People’ and  assassinate  the
hated representatives of Tsacis:
tyrianny. What he had to say in
the course of fightiog these
fersorst Lactics is particulatly
instructive for us today, “We
have ncver tejerted werrarism
on pripciple, nor can we do so.
... I'be point is bowever, terror
is  advocated (by  the
Narodniks) not as one of the
operations the aniny ie the field
must  carry ot in close
connection and in complete
harmony with the whole system
of lighting, but as an individual
attack, completely separated
{rom any army whatsoever. In
view of the absence of a eentral
revolrtionary  organisation,
teriew cannot be anything but
that ™

Tnis was the period when the
new Russian working  elnss,
recently  driven  into  the
factories from the countryside,
revolted against their
conditions and against Tsanst
tyranny, with wave upon wave
of mass, illegal strikes. Even the
savage Tsarist repression failed



to quell the movement of the
workers, whick was
sponwaneous and lacking in any
slable organisation. Trade
unions were of course 1Hegal.
There were also groups of
‘intellectuals’ who had
imported the ideas of Marxism
into Russia from Western
Europe. These turned cagerly
to the task of aiding the
proletanan movement and to
the task of fusing a
revolutionary Marxist
consciousness with the actual
movement of the working class.
in turning towards these tasks,
Lenin emerged in the 1890s as
one of the foremost of the

younger gencration of the’
Russian Marxists.
illegal
ia 189S Lenin travelled

abroad to cootact the emigre
‘Emancipation of
Group’ and lcarn about
developments in  the West
European labour movement.
The Emancipation of Labour
Group comprised the older
generation of Russian
Marxists, like Plekhanov,
Axelrod, Zasulich and
Deutsch, and was the
powerhousc of  Russian
Marxist analysis and
propaganda.

With them, he arranged for
the publication of 8 miscellany,
‘Rabotnik’ (*Worker’).
Returning to Russia, he
arranged its illegal distnibution,
and in the Autumn of 1895 set
up in St. Petersburg the League
for the Struggle for the
Emancipation of the Working
Class and arranged for the
publication of a new illegal
paper. Rabocheye Dyelo. But
just as the proofs for the paper
were [inally  being  checked,
Lentn and most of the other
members of the l.eague were
arrested.

Afier a period in jail Lenin

. was sent into exile in Eastern

Labour '

Siberia. Here he was joined by
his comrade Nadeczhda
Krupskaya. They were marmried
in 1896.

Neither jail nor exile meant
sikence of inactivity. This was a
period of intense political
study, the monument to which
is the massive work, ‘The
Deveclopment of Capitalism in
Russia’.

Iskra

But he was cut off from the
working class, and unable to
carry out the urgent tagk of
building a working class
revolutionary organisation.
From the time of his release in
1900 he concentrated his entire
encrgy on this.

His first idea was to break
with the isolated ‘Circle work’,
in which scattered groups of
Marxist propagandists existed
more or less independently of
cach other throughout Russia.
In order to do this a paper, an
all Russian paper, needed to be

founded, which would act as an
organiser and centraliser for
the whole Social Democratic
Movement (Marxism was
.called Social Democracy umtil
1914). This cemtralism was to
‘prefigure the unification and
.deological independence of the
workingclass.

Again he travelled abroad,
realising that the paper would
have to be produced outsxie
‘Russia owing to the close police
supervision there of their every
move. At the end of 1900 this
work bore its first fruit with the
appcarance of ‘lskra’ (The
SPark), and then in the January
of the following year & journal,
*Zarya' (Dawn) was produced.

Now he set about that work
that was to lad to a
breakthrough in Marxist
thinking and in its practical
cffects was to become one of his
most important and most
characteristic contributions to



Marxism as a revolutionary
foree: the organisation of the
Russia workers' revolulionary
drive inte a fighting
party.Although an attempt to
found a party had been n.ude in
1898 while he was in eatle, it
had collapsed almost
immediately when neariy all the
delegates to  the founding
confcrence weee arrested soon
afterit.

party

The pertod from 1894 to the
first Congress of the Party in
1898 had been, in Lenin's own
words, nn~ in which Social
Democracy appeared “as a
social movement, as a rising of
the masses of the peapke and as
a political party”™. Fven the
Zubatov ‘unions’ —- sn callcd
because they were ‘uhions’
organised by the Police Chicf
Zubatov .- bostrikes, even
general strikes. in large cities,
so preat was the spontancous
will 10 struggle of the woiking
class.

But if they appeared now as
‘a political pany’, it was a
political party in the old sence:
in the sense of a unifted group
having common characteristics
and acting more or less
together. Lemin  undersiood,
however, that what was wanted
was @ ‘party of a new type"
something that broke out of 1he
scattered, restricted work of the
Marxist educational and leatlet
distribinting circles and became
a flactor on the national
political scene, enabling the
working class in turn to npe
organisationally and idco
ogically. :

This'party of & new type' had
to combipe the features of an
organisationally secure unit
cepable of escaping delection
by the secret police and of a
politically trained and urified
group capable of dirzeting
struggles surely and
singlemindedly.

The periad of the rise of
warking class struggle in the
nineties was, however, also the
petiod of the rise of the theory
of 'economism’, the view that
economic, trade  umion
struggles of werkers were in
themselves an adequate basis
for the political struggle of the
working class, leaving the
spheie of the political struggle
to the domsnation of the
bourgeoisie.  The  inevitahle
separation hetween ‘cconomic
struggle’ and ‘political strugple’
that  this entailed made
economism the at first
unwitting and later conscious
ally of the revisionism that had
Just reared its head in Germany:
The revisicnists wanted 1o
tranvformSaocial Dermaocracy
from a movement 1o overthrow
capitalism into one aiming to
achieve mere reforms,

TS

tn the famous book What 1»
1o be Done, ¥ enin outlined the
thicuy of the organication and
tole of the parry. 1 ublished in
1902, this book developed ideas
alicady set out in *Where 10
Begin® (T94O1) apd ‘letter to a
Comrade in St. Petersburg'.

The book showed how a
central revolutionary orp .
anjsstion  based on 3
scientific  programme  could
both  link together  the
frapmented  steupples of the
wotking clave and alen hink the
strugeles of that ctasy on g
whole =enies of (rents and
wound A preat vaoety  aof
objectives. It would do this by
forping cut of these disparate
struggles an organisational and
ideotogical unity which would
be a crystal of the true chara -
cter of the proletariat.

This struggle to proteet the
purly  of the proleterian
chazacter of the revelutionery
moretent  was. coroenteat.d
within the revelutionary party,
But it had a clear telationship



to the movement outside. “The
stronger our Party
organisations are consisting of
real Social Democrats, and the
less wavering and instability
there is within the Panty, the
broader, the more vaned, the
richer and more fertile will be
theinfluence of the Pany on the
clements of the working class
‘masses surrounding it and
guided by it."In backward,
semi Asiatic Russia, however,
where the peasantry, the
bourgeoisic and the petty
bourgeoisic of both the town

and the countryside, as well as-

the working class, were
oppressed classes, there was a
great danger that the working
class movement would fall
under the domination of these
far more numerousclasses. _

) struggle against fajse
ideas, developing in  and
around the workers’
movement, had to be coupled
with an equally determined
struggled against the external
class influenoes.

theory

With tne Second Congress of
the Russian Social Democratic
Labour Party in 1903, came¢ an
cven greater sharpening of
differences within the RSDLP.
Ranged against Lenin were all
those who understood a ‘party’
to be, as in the old sense of the
word, simply the same side .
Such a conception was entirely
inadequate to the founding of &
‘panty’ whose practice and
programme was based on an
underlying sc.ientific theory,
whose members would have to
be steeled, dedicated and
politically trained. Lenin had to
fight against many of his one
time collaborators to establish
his ideas.

tie won, but his victory was
shortlived: though his
Bolshevik {majority) faction
triumphed over the
Mensheviks fmiority) at the

‘Congress, the defection of

Plekhanov soon afterwards to
Menshevism put Lenin in the
minority. He resigned from the
Editorial Board of Iskra.

Thus began a long and bitter
struggle in which he fought not
only his close collaborators of
the previous period such as
Martov and Potresov, but also
his teacher Plekhanoy. He
began to build up a faction that
was finally to emerge in 1912 as
the Bolshevik Party, The split
in 1903, i8 referred to in
vulgar Stalinist legend as
already exhibiting in  fully
developed form all the
distinguishing traits of both
Boishevism and Menshevism,
traits which led the two factions
to line up on different sides of
the class barricades in the
revolution of 1917, In reality it
was no more than the the
prefigurement. A whole series
of experiences, struggles,
reunifications, new splits and
the interchange of personnel
was necessary before the final
crystalliaation of the two
tendencies.

storm

Many of the active workers in
Russia rallied 10 Lenin against the
‘anarchic’ behaviour of the emigre
Menshevik intellectuals who had
overturned the conference
decisions. The debate> of this
period were anticipations of the
burning problems of the
revolution. “The approach of the
great storm was felt everywhere,
All classes were in a state of
fermentand preparation.”

After living in Munich and
London Lenin was in Gencva
when the revolutionary storm
actually broke in Russia.

On January 22nd 1905
thousands of workers, dressed
in their Sunday best and
carrying religiovs ikons,
marched to the Tsar's Winter
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Palace 'in St. Petersburg to
present a petition to ask for
“amnesty, civil libcrties, higher
wages, the gradual granting of
land to the peasantry and the
convocation of a Constituent
Assembly,” Led by the priest
Gapon these “unfortunate
reviled slaves™ as they colled
themselves, proceeded

- peacefully towards tht man

they saw as their protector, the
Tsar. Suddenly the Cossacks
were unleashed ngainst them.
Over 1,000 were slaughtered
and over 2,000 injured.

Strikes immediately spread
throughout Russia, drawing in
the soldiers, the sailors and the
peasantry. Throughout 1905
mass revolutionary struggles
engulied Russia,

Soviet

Although uie  liberal
bourgeoisic seemed to have
gained control of the
movement, strikes broke out
once again towards the end of
1905, and it was this massive
upheaval that created the first
Soviet of Workers’ Deputics.

The soviets were councils set
up by tbe workers to draw the
threads of the different
struggles together and unify
them, to link the factory
organisations, {0 combir= the
employed and the unemployed
and m short 10 he the
‘parliament” of the working
class. Not, however, onc resting
on a sham democracy with
clections every five years, but
on a real democracy knowing.
theright of the workers to recall
the deputies to the Sovict and at
will elect new ones. Quickly the
Soviet in St Petersburg
became (with Leon Trotsky as
its chairman) the focus of the
sirength and power of the
working class, and an
alternative muthority to the
Tsanst state. 1t was to the

Soviet that the working c¢lass
looked for 1eadership and
organisation.  Into it  was
channelled the energy &nd
aspirations of the class.

The Russiao workers had
improvised the form of
democratic  self  organisation

"which the working class needs
"8s it begins to rouse itself and

challenge the raling class's
power in  societv. Soviets

reappeared in the 1917 October
Revolution. After World War |
soviets sprang into existence in
East Curope and Germany. In
1956 the great working class
uprising in Budapest against
Stalinism could find no better
form of self organisation in a
struggle for power than the
woikers' council . This
universality proves that the
sovict, invented in 1905, was
not merely a Russian or an
ephemeral form of proletarian
organisation, but the necessary
form  for overcoming the
atomisation of the proletariat
and simultaneously the best
organisational network for
democratic working class rule
insociety.

In St. Petersburg the
Bolstieviks did not at first know
how to evaluate this new form
of organisation. But Lenin,
though he could not then know
tts full historical significance,
quickly grasped the soviets
impaortance in the struggle of
the working class and could nat
wait to get to St. Petersburg
himse!f to see and direct events
from close at hand. Moving
first to Fintand, he arrived.
towards the end of the year in
St. Petersburg.

Once  again, Lenin's
unshakeable sense of (he
concrete led him to translute
what be saw into an answer to
the question ‘what is to be
done’. And once apARINn the
answer was in terms of party
=rganisation.



work

Here was an opportunity “to
develop our activities in the
most extensive and audacious
manner”, But first the pany
had to develop many legal
aspects  of work  while
maintaining an underground
apparatus. It had also to open
its doors, _hitherto rigorously
guarded against easy entry, to
the recruitment of thousands of
workers and ensure that
workers took leading positions
on all the committees. This was
no reversal of the view that
consciousness and system were
the fundamentals of the
revolutionary party -- on the
contrary it was precisely
because in the previous threc
years the Bolsheviks had
achieved this that they could
now recruit without any danger
of dilution. “The working class
is instinctively, spontaneously
Social Democratic”, declared
Lenin in the first article he
wrote on returning, adding
“and more than ten years” work
by Social Democracy has done
much to transform this
spontaneity into consci-
ous ness”.

The party, Lenin realised,
must not be like a priest reciting
sacred and unchanging texts, it
must always be the organised
richness of the experience of the
working class piven sense and
direction through the science of
Marxism,

By 1906, especially after the
defeat  of the Moscow
insurrection in December 1908,
the storm was dying down.
Scon Tsarism was victorious
and most of the revolutionary
leaders were once again forced
into exile, Lenin himself going to
live in Paris,

Everywhere there was
“demoralisation, split, discord,
renegacy” with “mysticism
serving as a cloak for counter
revolution™. 1t was now, in this

period of black reaction with
the revolutionaries increasingly
isolated, that the lessons of the
1905 Revolution were drawn
and the political tendencics in
the working class movement
were hammered into their final
shape.

And now 100 the Bolshevik

Party, which was to lead the
proletariat to victory within a
decade of the decisive defeat of
1907, was forged.
Lenin summed up what happened
alter Tsarism had defeated the 1905
revolution: “Yictorious Txarism is
compelied speedily to destroy the
remnants ofthe pre —bourgeais,
patriarchat maode of life in Rus<ia.
Russia’s  development  alang
buargeois lines marches lorward
with  remarkable rapidity...
Revolutionary parties must
complete their education. They
have learned to attack. Now they
must learn ... bhow (0 retreat
properly.”

Hut for the revolutionaries, to
fearnto retreat, to face the situation
of massive depression in the
aftermath of defeat, o adopl tactics
appropnale to this new situation,
to go down again inlo the
underground after the open work
possible during the revolution --
this  was indeed dilficult.
Reorientation and re~education of
the revolutionaries proved a bitter
lask to accomplish. specially
against the background ol defcat
and conseguent demoralisation.

The whole pertod was for [enin
taken up with a bartle on two
frants, against both ulira right and
ultra left tendencies. In the heal of
the revolution the Bolsheviks and
Mensheviks had reunited. After the
defeat new divisions emerged. A
section of the Mensheviks became
open reformists, and a section of
the Bolsheviks reduced themselves
toe uftra left posturing. which
threatened, no less than the
reformist Mensheviks, to make the
revolutionary tasks impossible,

uitra-left

The Bolshevik ultra lefts were
known as the ‘otzovists® (recallists),



and led by Bogdanov. Alexinski
and  Lunacharski  The  Sovial
Democrata had siecesslully
bovcotied the undemacratic | war int
Duma (parliament) durtng  the
revolution, when mass sirugple
provided its own alterpative. Now,
in retreat, it becarne NCCCsEaty to
change taclics, to leatn ta uliline
even a reactionary undemocratie
Tsarist parliament for  snealic
propaganda. lenin, in allance at
first with the Menshevik scetion of
the party, advocated such uwe of the
Duma. Exventually he avercame the
at  first  alme< unanimous
Bolshevik resictance. the cantinued
revolutionary depression made the
peed  for  change increasingly
ohvrous. Except 1o the hard core
‘trawists’. Their  uitra leftism,
threatening  to  reduce the
revolutionary party to self isolation
and unrealism, was linked with a
retreat into mysticism. They tricd
to develop socialism as a sort uf
religion!  Eventually they  were
expelled  fi:0 the  Bolshevik
faction.

The Menshevik reformists, the
‘Liquidators”, unlike the otzovists
who were thejr mirror PRPnsites,
wanted (o confine (hemselves
entirely to open work within Tsarict
tegality, liquidating the
underground party. Fegal trade
unions were now possihle, and on
this basis they increacingly arpuci,
in eftect, for the creation of  a
working class party of relarms,

Eenin wanted to make the fullest
use of alt possihilitice for legal
work, such as in the Duma and the
unions, but never to limit either the
activity o1 the propaganda of the
workers' party to what Tsarism
permitted. That would have been to
surrender the ideological. pulitical
and organisational independence
of the working class.

Once again, an  apparently
technical question of organisation
represented really crucial issues, as
the cventual evalution of 1he
hquidatars  inte  full hlown
teformists demanstries,

“The protetariat is revolutionary
only insolar nvit is conseious of and
Elves effect to (the) ldea of the
hegemony of the protetariar, ... 1o
preach 10 the warkers that what
they need is ‘nothegemany hut s
class party (the siogan of Tivitaki, a
linuidationist) meuns tn hetray the
cause of the proletariat to Ihe
liberals; it means preaching that
SeciabkDemoctitic  labour palicy
should be replaced by a tiheral
Iahour policy.”

Pravida

The <rtrupgle on hath fronts
culninated  for Temn and  (he
Bolsheviks  in the Prapgue
conlerence of the Ruosviun Soil
Democratic 1ahour Party at the
heginning of 1912 Vagether with 4
group of “Pro Pary Menchey k'
the Ruolshes ks decisively cut off the
Liquidators.  Thercafter  the
REDIP wis ecentially the ol
Bolhevik faction.

Now, after year< of depressing
and kolation, the Ruc.ian laho
movenent  hepan  to revise,
particularly after the shooting of
‘tking  warkers  on the Leng
Goldfietds. In 1912 Lenin mosed
from Paricto Cracow in Polind, to
b2 asnear as ponsihle t the stpegple
i Ruseia The Baluhesiks bepan tn
reap o the  sewards  of  ther
combination of fepal and iteg 1l
AorK. In 792 they bupan (0 pubishk
Pravds asalepat dai Iy papet

Much  of Tenin'e thansen 4
otk At this time s fon e e o1
e national and colon Questieg
Cine of L enu's major contribaiuens
e Marvrsm was s elinfication of
thin, Rz hand iy heen ealleyd
the *prisan house of titond, wath
non Russian nationalities
Mutnumbering Rus<ians in he
1sar's empire, What policy <hontd
Russian Marxijets adopt (owards
Rusoa's subisctnations

naticns

Lenin insisted that the read .
nrernational werking cliss uni
too thrauph the tirltest rights
n-”i“n( ter a ifpilf:ifﬁ' TR neT

/



wll. National oppression poisoned
relations  of workers in  the
oppressed and appressor nations, It
was  imperative  (hat the
revolutionary party of the
Oppresser nation accept and fight
for the national rights of the
oppressed nations.

In contrast to this, the Marxists
of that other prison house of
nations, the Austrian Empire,
redefined  the -right 1o sell
determination of nations as the
right to mere cultural freedom
within the borders of the existing
siate, which were regarded as
sacrosanct. Lenin pointed out that
this policy merely perpetuated
nationglism, and in no way helped
international working class unity.

Lenin  wrote a number  of
pamphlets and articles to combat
the Austrians on the right and atso
an ultra left tendency personified
by Rosa Luxemburg, who
maintained that, for example,
recognition of Poland's right to selfl
determination was a retrograde
step.

This question eventually fused
with the problem of the world wide
struggle against imperialism. Lenin
demonstrated that it was precisely
inthe period of the highest stages of
capitalism that there would be 3
whole wave of wars of national
liberation against imperialism. He
argued that revolutionaries
cverywhere, and especiaily those in
the imperialist countries. must
support the oppressed nations and
stand for their right to break out of
the empires which oppressed them.

Lenin had participated in the
congresses  of the international
socialist movement, though he had
concentrated heavily on Russian
affairs. Now, in 1914, when the
World War broke out, the whole
international socialist movement
splintered into nationalist sections.
Instead of the international
bratherhood of the working class
£gainst  war to which the
Internationai had repeatedly
pledged itself, the outbreak of war
produced fratricidal slaughter. The
same artillery fire that It up
the corpse littered battlefields now
highlighted the real situation within

the international lapour
maovement, which had become
rotten  with  reformism and
careerism, Social Democrats
became  “social chavvinists'™
avernight, supporting  their
national governments in the war.
Jules Guesde, a leader of the
French socialists, even became
Minister of War.

Kautsky

Russia was one of the few
countrics where the majority of
soctalists did not spring to ‘defend
the fatherland', though even here a
social chauvinist wing ernerged, led
by Plekhanoy,

For Lenin the most crushing.and
unexpected blow was the fate of
German Social Democracy, which
also supported the tmperialist war,
Fhis party, that represented over 4
millinn volers. went over massively
‘o chauvinism. What shocked
Lenin was the fact that Karl
Kautsky, the revered “Pope of

Marxism”, refused to echo the
words of the revalutionary left, led
by Luxemburg and Karl
Licbknecht: “The enemy 15 at
home! Turn the imperialist war into
a civil war”. Instead. he bagan to
rationalise for the rencgades.
Kauisky's betrayal, masked by
chatter  about ~ disarmament
conferences, drew from Lenin a
number of brilliant articles which
exposed the social chauvinists,
including those who had been
pillars  of “Marxist orthodoxy”
during the debates with the
‘revisionists' like Bernstein.

the state

Now Lenin turned to a complete
examination of the whole of the
preceding period of the Marxist
labour movement. He set ahout
digging down to the very roots of
the rottenness thal nad corrupted
both the theory and practice of the
parties of the Second International.

He exposed how the daily life of
the parties had led them gradually



to accomodate and intermesh with
the bourgeois slate, much as the
Yiquidators had tended to in Russia,
e reworked his way through the
whole  literature  of  Marxism,
relating il to the whole experience
of the class struggle. He uncovered
and, in a series of  famous
pamphlets like The State and
Revolution (1917), provedihin the
‘arthodox® Marxists like Kautsky
had for years falsilied. vulparised
and bowdlerised the real teachinps
of Marxism on the siate, the cliss
struggle  and the prolctarran
revolution.  Implacably  lenin
sttuggled 10 expose, understand
and  chminate from  the lubour

movement the ‘baseness,
Joathsomeness and  vileness  of
sacial chauvinism and
‘Kautskyism™.

This was the only way to cleanse
the labour movement and rebuild a
working class internatinnal  on
firmer  foundations.  Graduoally,
small groups of revolutionarics
began (0 make coniact and prepare
the revival.® A conference  of
revolutionary socialists was held in
Zimmerwald in Switzetland  in
1935, and another in Kicnthal in
1916.

While the ravages of war secrmed
1o stilte all political life, its very
harbarism and the conditions it
tmpased on the working masses
both at the front and at home
provided the leaven for revolution,
As Engels, predicting the world war
as long hefore as 18R7. had <aid:
“Fight to ten mallian soldiers will
mutually massacre one anather and
in <o doing devour the whale of
Furepe. . Only anc resalt s
absolutely  certain:  general
exhaustion and the establishment
ol the conditions for the ultimate
victory of the workinpelass ™

february

In Russia al the outbreak of war
what had been a4  growng
muvement of the working class was
suddenty  sufled.  The Balhonk
Deputies an the  Duma were
areested for opposing the war Bt
within & ~hort peniod the collapse,

the slaughter, the famine of the war
revived  the  movement ol
oppeeation of the warkimp elass

On bettary P2ed 2 wape
dhispute at the punt Putikw warks
in Petroprad sapacked ulf a loaboonn
which  within  the week had
gencrated & mass mosement ol
sitiking  workers  supported by
mutincering troaps and sailors The
stopiins demanding higher wages
were soon replaced by  ones
demanding “Bread”, “Down with
the Autocracy™ and “"down with the
War™.

1he leadership of the movement
was quickly taken over by the
leaders of the Left in the okd Duma,
Kerensky, Chkheidze and
Skobeley, The Soviet that had heen
sn important in the revolution of
I%)5 was reborn. And, as a
symbolic partent of the coming
situation of dual power. it met 10
the Tauride Palace (the
pailitmentary buildings) on the
27th. the day the Tsar dissolved the
Dunia.

A Provisional Government was
soon calked inta office with Prince
L.vov as Prime Minister. But on the
samc day the Soviet issued its Order
No.| arping the setting up of more
Suviets, partwcatarty in the army
and navy, and mestrocting workers,
soldiers 2nd siloes pot 10 ohey aay
orders uniess comatorsigned by the
Saviet.

lenin ammhed m Russhi, in
PPetrograd itseW, m April. He wos
peeted by Chkbedze, then the
Chaintman of the Sovicl, who
watsed Lenin about the dang:t of
dinnnily now that the demeon file
tevolutton coctd be futhiled  Hut
Tenmm  had 'not  heard  these
pompous, yel anxions words  He
turexl to the people  pathered
araund and annopnced “1heae
Conrades, soldicrs and workes,
The picatical fmperialist war s
brginning to becoime a civil war
thoiuphout Europe . The Russia
revilution accarmnphched by you
has prepared the way and epencd
upanew epoch {ong bive the waenkd
wide vocialistrevelution™.

The Bolshevik leaders there at
the fanland Stotion to meet b
were shocked at what L emin bl
wid Some of thene must have
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thought he had gone mad — or
become a Trotskyist.

Lenin, however, who had the
marvellous capacity to combine
concrete analysis and realism in
every siluation wrth rigid adherence
to principle, had seen  the
possibiliies of full proletarian
victory. Really, he merely
developed previously worked out
ideas on the motive forces of the
Russian Revolution to their logical
conclusion. Both Bolsheviks and
Mensheviks had believed that the
revolution possible in Russia was a
bourgeois revolution like that of
France in 1789, They differed in
that the Mensheviks believed that it
would be led by the big bourgeoisie
and, concrete as ever in analysis,
Leuin insisted that the bourgeoisie
were 1o feeble for this task and
therefore the bourgeois revolution
would have to be made by the
peasantry in alliance with the
working class,

Trotsky agreed with . the
Bolsheviks, but argued that such a
workers and peasants alliance, led
by the working class, could not stop

at completing the tasks ofl the
bourgeois revolution, but would go
onto carry through  working class
socialist measures. To the
argument that Russia was not ripe
for socialism, was too backward,
ctc., Trotsky replied that the
revolution would not finish even
with workers® victory in Russia. [t
would be the starting point in a
linked chain of proletarian
revolution which would lead to the
workers' conquest of power in the
advanced capitalist countries. This
was the theory of Permanent
Revolution.

Inerti

Slowly, step by step, Lenin had
arnved at the same position as
Trotsky. And he had done more
than Trotsky. He had built a party
that, once he lad rearmed it to
understand the new possibilities,
would be able to ensure that the
perspective of workers’ power in
Russia was more than a mere
possibility.

The Bolshevik leaders  who
resisted Lenin were lapsing into .a

neo Menshevism because of inertia
and uncritical repetition of
yesterday's  formulae without
reference to today's realities. Onee
againthe party had to be shaken up.

In May, Leon Trotsky arrived in
Russia. He had spent a brief exile in
the USA and, attempting to return
to Russia on the outbreak of
revolution, had been arrested at sea
by the British navy and interned for
anumber of months.

Trotsky had joined the Mattov
laction of the RSDLP in 1903. He
had broken with the Mensheviks
and stood alone between the
factions for a number of years. In
[912 he bad abortively attempted
to resist the definitive rupture of
relations  within  the RSDLP.
Fundamentally, he had failed to
appreciate the tremendous
constructive work that Lenin was
accomplishing and had tended,
from the vantage point of his theory
of Permanent Revolution, to
regard both Menshevism  and
Bolshevism as equally inadequate.

Almost immediately on his
return to Russta, Trotsky started to
work with the Bolsheviks, finally
understanding that without the
leadership of the Bolshevik Party
his  theory of Permanent
Revolution was only one of a
number of possibilities in  the
situation. He joined the Bolshevik
Pariy that July.

Soon Lenin and Trotsky had
instilled into the Bolshevik Party an
understanding of the real
possibilities at hand *We don't need
a parliamentary republic, we don't
need bourgeois democracy, we
den't need any government cxcept
the Soviet of workers', soldiers' and
peasants’ deputies.” These Soviets
were “azn organisation of workers
(and) the embryo of workecs’
government™, said Lenin. The need
was to raise the slogan of “All
Power to the Soviets™, although the
Bolsheviks still lacked a miajority in
the sovicts.

power

The economic dislocations
became worse; the Pravisional
Government refused to distribute



The peace and war factions had

-been  equally divided.  Trotsky

ultimately voled with Lenin, giving
a majority of ane to thosc favouring
immediate peace.

Lenin had faced the situation
with  brotal  realism. More
significant, however, is that in the
beat of the argument he insisted on
proclaiming his opinion that if
neocssary the Russian revolution
should be willing to sac~fce
and face defzat in crdzr 72 =20
the German resplyt ~-

All eyes were now o= Car—z-.
The revolution did breza

Europe, beginning lowards "-» 2 ¢

of 1918 & revolutionan wa-
Europe, brushing the mor:-
from power in  Austria oz~
Germany and putting the right
wing Social Democracy in power,
Revelutionary workers'
governments  were ¢ .1ablished
briefly in Hungary and Bavaria. In
1919 and 20, the l:alian state
virtually collapsed. with the
working class s¢izing the faclories
Bul everywhere the revolution wins
defeated.  Everywhere it wans
demonstrated negatively that the
work  lenin  had  successfully
accomplished, the building ol a
hard  revolutionary  pany.  was
irreplaceable il the revolution of the
proletariat was Lo be victonous.

The existence of the Bolshevik
party had made revelution possible
tn Ruxxia, a revolution made in the
belicf that Russia was the first link
in a pecexxary chain of proletirian
revolutions throughout Eurape.
The Iack of similar parties in
Europe led 10 the defeat of the
proletagian revolutions 1hat
crupted, ms the Marxists had
cxpected, in the wake of world war
1. This in turm led to the isolation —
which by 921 had become
apparent — of the one successful
revolution, embattled Russia. And
from this isolation came, from the
middle of 1918, tremendous
difMiculues for the Bolsheviks.

The victary in Russia in 1917 had
been very easy, almost bloodless.

The difTiculties began afterwards.
Civil war erupted. In 1918 and
afterwnrds, 10 the internal enemics
in nrma mgainst the revolution, were
added the mrmies of interventing
sent by no kess than 14 states 10
extinguish  the  proletarian
revolution in Russia. The Sowiel
Suate was forred 1a defend itaclf
and to build up from scratch m new,
Red, Army. This was
sccomplished under the leadership
of Troisky, Commissar for War,
and the workers' state fought e long
war in which civil war was

inextricably linked with
intpeaemeiong v wy

et e TxroTc 1 e
Vamyogmgg i mel "o 0T
B oREN-L R B R S
Snm1 Pevs LIIiTAL 1 penpct

ety mmen had imtally formed a
ccaliion government aith  the
Baolsheviks, orgonited a rebellion.
An SR mililant, Dora Kaplan, shot
Lenin faiting to kill him, but
injuring him very seriousty,

In respomse  the Bolsheviks
Isunched a Red Tervor. A special
organisation, the ‘Cheka’, a
revolutionary police, was set up to
fight counter revolution, No ncrcy
was shown to the cnemies of the
workens’ state. The Bolsheviks,
who had hegun by abolishing the
death penalty, now did not hesitate
al summary execution of counter
revaluliopanies.  Steeped in  the
history of revolutionary struggles,
they understood that the
proletarian revolution, in  thee
conditions, though it aims al
building a socicty where viotcnor
againsi people will be unthinkable,
8 10cialist society, needed arms and
ruthlcssness lo prevent a counter
revolutionary bloodbath,

Cheka

Writers on Sualinism  today,
especially those who do not have
ready access 1o the ceal history of
the revolution, as for example
Solzhenitsyn, confuse the
ruthlcssnesa of the revolutionary
working clasis with the counter
revolutionary  butchery of
Stalinism. Thus, in ‘The Gulag
Archipelago’, the list of crimes




the lands of the aristocracy; i
refused to discontinue the war;
deserters drifted back to their
homes in droves, bring to the
countryside the radicalism within
the army. Both the soil and the
sceds were being prepared for the
victory of Bolshevism.

In July, the month of the
attempted rightist Kornilov coup,
the Bolsheviks faced repression
from the Provisional Government.
Lenin was-rtidiculously smeared in
the press as being a German agent
and once again had to go into
hiding, while Trotsky and the other
Bolshevik leaders were arrested.

On their release in September,
however, the Government’s
situation had deteriorated; the
prestige and membership of the
Bolsheviks grew by leaps and
bounds. Trotsky was elected
Chairman of the Petrograd Soviet
in September.

In June Lenin had told the first
All Russian Coungress of Soviets
that the Bolsheviks were prepared
to take pawer. Now in Oclober, the
Bolsheviks organised the working
class in the taking of power from
the Provisional Government on Lhe
first morning of the 2nd Congress.
Rapid developments at the front
and at home had turned June's
“ridiculous remark” intw  the
blazing reality of Qctober's victory.

The world’s first workers’ state
had been established. Lenin,
opening the QOctober Congress of
Soviets, said very simply.
“Comrades, we will now proceed to
construct the socialist order.”

THE Octoher insurrection was in
vact organised and led by Lecn
Trotsky.  But  lenmin  was  the
recopnised  leader  of  the
Revolution. He became the first
Chairman  of the  Council  of
Saviets, tHere agan his actions
exemplified what was a constant
theme in hiv life, the dialectcal
comhination  of “the  strictest
discipline, truly iron discipline in
our party” and his confidence and
reliance on the creativity of the
masses. "We must be guided by
experience:  we  must  allow
complete freedom to the creative
faculties of the masses..."”

The Rolbeviks, who had  a

majority in the Sovicts, became the
builders of the new state and the
foremost Nighters for its defence. It
was a truly democratic state, with
democratic rule by the working
class exercised through the network
of soviets, at the apex of which was
the Supreme Soviet,

In the struggle for power, the
Hiohhevik  programme  and  the
needs of (he masses haa  been
summed up in the stogan "LAND,
PEACE, BREAD'. Now, in
relalion to the war the Botshevik
slogan  was “Peace withoul
annexations”™. But revolutionary
Russia, bled white hy war and
famine and with the remnants of
the Tsarisl Army simply useless,
did not have the strength to umpose
this peace programme. German
wnperialism was able to impose a
robbers' peace on the new workers’
stite.

e Bolsheviks were forced to
make a relrcal, giving massive
lerritosial - concessions  ta the
Germans in the forced treaty aof
Brest Litovsk, signed in February
198, This was the fir<t of many
retreats the Bolsheviks were forced
to make in their isolation. The
revolution in Europe stll had not
booken oul. ‘The Bolshevik party
esperienced the sharpest factional
division on  this question The
majorily  around
advocaled an
revolutionary war, l.enin
advocuted immediate peace,
making the necessary concessions
to Germany. Trotsky favoured an
attemptta dramatise (o the workers
of Turope. and especially to thase
wha had been tald that the
Bolsheviks were German agents,
the  forced character of  the
concessions the Bolsheviks were
having to make Lo the Germans, bul
he recognised. with lenin. (hat
cancessions  were  unavoidable.
Consequently. using the slogan
“neither peace nar war™, he dragged
cul  the negotiations 2t Brest

| itovsk as long as possible unt! the
CGermans launched 4 new anstaught
wn the workers' state. Lenin, who
had heen in a small minority on the
Central Commilice, now gained the
majority against the Bukharin
tuction for immediate peace

immcdiale

Bukharin |
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g as the threat of countet
rsveiaucn, &nd the restoration of
the landlords, toomed over their
heads. But the end of the Civil War
mevitably led to growing fnictions
and tensions, culminating  in
peasant rebellions.,

In 1921, the Bolsheviks rcacted
lo this by intrexlucing the ‘New
Economic  Policy’. This wus
sssentizlly a  policy of Timiled
restoration of free market rejations
under the strict regulalion and
control of the workers' state. DBut
this in turn led, by the middle "20s,
to a Iarge scale degeneration in the
suate itself, raising it 10 & degree of
independence in which it balanced
between the newly licensed
merchants and fraders and nch
peasants on one hand, and the
working class on the other.

NEP

The harmfu) effects on  the
Rolshevik  party  of thoue
developments, rooted as they wete
in the incredibly backward
conditions of Russia, were alrcady
visible by the earty *20s. They took
the [orm of growing bureaucratism
within the Bolshevik party, the
trangformation of an increasiagly
dominant section, which had a
power base in the slate appadmtus
nto a sifling bureaucracy.

Like the trade wunion
burcaucracy in Britain, the
bureaucracy of the Sowviet
state grounded itself in
material privileges, [ts rule
was made casier because at
the 10th Party Congress in
March 1921 party democracy
had been scverely curtailed
and organised factions
banned. Int¢ended as a
temporary measure 10 aid the
party through the dangerous
period of transition to the
New Econc:nic  Policy, it
became permanent and
ultimately shaded off irto the
stalinist ice age in which
nobedy by the *Great Leader’
himself dared utter an
independent word.

In oppusition to the

pureauir.cy there crystallised
a determinedly revolutionary
section, dedicated o
manlaimng the
revolutionary perspectives of
the pasty and fighting for a
restoration ol party
democracy.

Stalin

lenin was onz af the first in the
ficld again't bnrcaucracy. In 1922
he had -wffered a stroke which
ratalyacd bum almost totally for a
period. Atree a brief reanery, he
suffesed another stroke, nn March
71923 1 om wihich he never
recovetred thangh  there were
periods tn which he was able to
dictate nates. In this pesiod, he
lought hi~ last battle, dpaimst
giowing thocats of bureauvcratism
and i des nge of wosking e
democran
Oo b doathibed he berame
urereas et asale that thing. were
net pory well. and  a'atsningh
vonscints of the growing pover ol
the burcsctaey Inidetise fram
hedoow v heing stillesl The
Woikers Inepectnrate, far fromn
herg a goatise organ of working
class  supovgsion, had become
meicly e more  souree of
bure.ueratic pawer lor Stalin,
Onthe National Question oo,
‘Great Ruwian ckausinem' was
icaring ity bead.  Stalin and
Deherzlunnky  had  conducted g
savape campaign  against  the
Georpian  Bolsheviks,  aceusing
them of nstionalism. Lenin kosw
where the mahgnant nationzlism
Jay - - inthe eantral state appocanne,
He rrclved to conduct a <trupple
against the burcaucracy and n
favour ol the maligned CGenrgian
Bolshewiks. But lenin the activist
wis reduwced to Lenin the dictator
of notes, unabie even to write them
himsell. ‘[hese notes became his
festamazut
On January 4th £923 he wrore:
“Stalinis too rude and this defect ..,
becomes infolerable in a generpl
secretary. ihatis why | sugpest that
the comrades think over 1 way of
removing Stakin from that post and
appointing somebody elxe difTering




begins in 1918 and runs all through

the Stalinist period. In reality there -

is po continuity. The Red Terror of
the revolutionary years was the
violence of workers and peasants in
revolt against unpita‘ligxm, dircclc‘d
against the bourgeoisic and their
agents. The Stalinist terror was the
violence of an uncoutrolled and self
serving State  bureaucracy, in
defence of its own privikged
position; against  the work!ng
population in general and genuine
Communists in pariicular.

There is as much dilference
between the two as between the
vioknee of a slave against his_
muster and the violence of the
master against his slave,

In March 1919, the work the
Bolsheviks had begun when the
Second Intemational collapsed at
the outbreak of war, bore fruit. A
new, Communist, International
was founded in Moscow. Russia,
the buming heart of the world
proletarian revolulion, the object
of hate a:1d fear on the pan of the
world's bourgeoisie, combined its
attempt to break out of its
encirclement with the attempt to
found a world parly of the
:proletariat, on firm foundations. In
the firce of the revolutionary
upsurge then flaring in Europe, the
‘pew  Inlemnational attempted to
‘build revolutionary panties out of
the debris or the hulks of the old
Second Intemational Parties, and,
rore imporantly, out of the newly
revolutionised proleterian masses,

At the First Congress of the
Communist International no major
party was represented, except the
Russian Parly. The real founding
congress was the Sccond. The
-organisation had gained mass
support in Italy, France and
‘Germany. 1t was alrcady clear that
there would have to be a long
struggle and not, as somelimes
appeared in 1919, a quick victory
throughout Europe. The
international turned its attention to
the task of remoulding and
rebuilding the European labour
movement on - revolutionary
organisationral and political
foundations. All the great issues of
communist politics were discussed
at the Secand Third and Fourth

Congresses (those held before
Lenin's death). The National and
colonial question,’ the
revolutionary party, the question of

the united front of work:rﬁ'
organsations, trade unionism an

revolutionary politics, and the
question of women, Far from
Moscow issuing ordery, As it was to
do later, the future and conduct of
the Sovicet stale itself was scen as 8
subject for discussion and
dehiberation by the world
communist movement.

The struggle for Bolsheyism had
meant an irreconcilable  batthe
against all those tendencies
weakening the proletariat ps &
revolutionary force. The new worid
panty of the proletariat was to be
built in the same way — founded on
& Marxism now enriched with the
fundamental ' experiences of
struggle against Bernsteinian
revisionism, sacial chauvinism, and
the Kautsky centre, and enriched
also with the experience of the
revolution in Russia.

From the Second World
Congress in 1920, an increasing
pari of the basis of the Comintern
was the analysis of the experience
of the defeats suffered by the
revolutionin Europe.

The complex interaction
between revolutiopary victory ia
Russia, whose precondilion was the
=xistence of Lenin’s party, and the
defeat of the European revolution,
because of the absence of such
panics, now manifested itsell
within the victorious revolution.

Givil War

Throughout the years of civil war
and intervention, the Ruasian
economy had been devastated. The
working class, always a small pan
of the population,  had been
viflually uprooted from its social
role and transformed into the
personnel of the new state and the

new Army. A systern known as War
Communism bhad beea in
operation. Essentially this had been
a system of direct state distribution
of goods. The peasantry were
willing to allow the direct state
appropriation of their produce 30



in alt réspects from Comrade Stalln
by one single advantage — thal of
being more (olerant, mare loysl,
more polile and cons/derate (0 the
commdes, less officious, ete, ... |
think that from the poini of view of
agsuring agninst a aplit and from
the point of view of what 1 wrote
sbore of the muiud) relations
between Stalin and Trotsky, it Is
not a detail, or It is » detait which
can ncquire decisive Importance.”

S1alin was not removed, and in
any case he was not himself the new
burcaucracy, merely its
personification.

On 2!st January 1924 Llenin
died. Within a short time all that he
stood for had become a dead letter
in the Communist movement.

At the end of 1923 the Left
Opposition, led by Trotsky, had
taken up the same struggle as
Lenin. Lenin's death was made the
cxcuse by the bureaucracy for a
mass  recruitment  of  tens  of
thousands of careerists and time
servers into the party. thus diluting
it and iicreasingly isolating
revolutionaries.  As  if  already
mocking the memory of Lenin, they
named this drowning of tnhe pany
“the Eenin levy™ Within less Lhan a
year after  Lenin's death the
bureaucracy had differentiated
itselfl from his programme by
proclanning the possibility he had
always mocked &t, that there could
be socialism n one country. Thus
they started on the road to
abandoning the situgple for the
international proletarian
revolution.

Trotsky and the Lelt Opposition
were very soon the only forces still
standing on Lenin's propramme.
The burezucracy pained confrol of
the young panties of the Comintetn,
many of them still in the process of
formation. Socon  they  were
transformed into parties like the
British Communist Party of today.

Hostile

Within little more than ten vears
of Lenin's death, almost the entire
generation of Bolchevik
revolutionaries were murdered by

the totalitarian state with Statin at
its head.

Lenin,  salrly  dead.  war
mummi‘icd as an 1con by the
Stalinist state. The impossibiity
cven for Saalin of destreving
Lenin's publithed works - . which
for us rewmain as the real Lenin --
now Jed to endless wnolawic
reinterpictations ol them, quile
alien to the spirit of Lenin and the
spint of Marxism.

This ali 100 brief outline has
traced the outline of Lenin's
political activities, Let the writer
Maxim Gorky, a ftend of Lenin
though not always an uncritical one

he oppased the October
insurrection  and  very  bitterly
criticised the Red Terror — have
the last word on Lenin's character
and motives: "1 have never met ...
nor do I know of, any man who
hated, loathed und despised so
deeply and strongly as Lenin all
unhappiness, griel and suffering. ...
Lenin was exceptionally great, in
my opinion, precisely because of
this feeling In him of irceconcilsble,
unquenchable hostility towards the
sufferings of humanity, his burning
faith that suffering is not an
essential and unavoidable part of
life, but sn abumination which
peoaple ought and are xble 10 sweep
away.”
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