
C o m r a d e ,

T H I S is a  demonstration aga in st
I s rael an d the USA. We are
tog eth er  he re b ecau se  we
op pose the policy and “stra t e g y ”
of Bu sh and  Blair, and becau se
w e share all o r most o f the fo l-
low in g opinion s ab out the war in
L e b a n o n .

i) It is a war in  wh ich Isra e l ,
mil itar ily ve ry  po wer fu l, ha s
b ombed Leban ese civ il ian s, in
th e process - it says - of target-
in g Hezbollah.

ii) It is no t a d efen sive w a r
forced on  Israel b y an immin ent
th reat from the Hezb olla h in
Sou th Lebanon . It is a pr e-emp-
t i ve str ike .

iii) It is, o r so th e Israeli gov-
er nment pr oclaims, p art of the
Bu sh-Blair “war  o n terro rism”,
a nd  th er efor e a  ‘compa nio n
p iece’ to the  20 03 war an d occu-
p ation of Iraq , who se conse-
q uences are stil l blood ily un fold-
in g in that countr y.

iv) Isra e l ’s war  and its r ela-
tion ship to th e w hole Ara b an d
Islamic w or ld is in sepa ra b l e
from its con tinued  occu pation of
th e West Ban k, an d its inten tion
to un ilater ally fix a bor der that
w ould leave a lar ge chu nk o f the
West Bank Isra e l i .

v) It is, to at least some
exten t, a pr oxy w ar between -
on  on e sid e - th e US (with Isra e l
as its pr oxy), an d on the oth er

I ran , w ith Hezbollah as its pr ox y.
vi) You  want th e withd rawal of

I s rael fr om Lebano n, the We s t
Bank an d Gaza.

These thing s a re common to
you and  us, thou gh we migh t
disag ree on the exact meaning
of some of these poin ts. You are
righ t to r ecoil in h orror  at scenes
of ch aos, death an d destr uction
that Isra e l ’s milita ry mig ht has
wro ugh t on th e Lebanese and
Palestinian pe ople. In opp osing
this sla ig hter w e agree. Bu t it is
also imp ortan t to  exp lo re our
differen ces. You  may b e march-
ing today b ecause, in ad dition to
the poin ts above, you hold  to
some or  a ll of the following
i d e a s .

A) An in ter n atio na l wa r is
going  on b etween the forces of
imp erialist r eaction  - led  by the
U SA - an d the forces o f ‘l ib era-
t i o n ’, which  includ es Hezbollah
and  Ira n .

B) Israel is th e Mid dle Eastern
r e p r e s e n t a t i ve  or stoog e of
imp erialist reaction .

C) Th ose, such  as the Ira n i a n
an d Syr ian  gov e r n m e n t s ,
Hezbollah, Hamas, al-Qaida  and
th ose figh tin g the  Ame rica ns
and  British in  Iraq , are all pr o-
g r e s s i ve forces beca use th ey are
‘ a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t .’

D) “Palestin e must be libera t e d
fr om the river Jor dan to the
s e a .”

E) Israel is a racist state, and

I s raeli n ation alism an d
“Zionism” are racist id eologies.

F) Israel must b e replaced  by
an  Ara b or Islamic state, w ith in
w hich Jew s wh o accept the n ew
a r rang ement w ill h ave religiou s
fr eed om a nd th e same civ il
r ig hts etc. as others.

G) The war in  Lebano n is only
th e latest fron t in  th e g enera l
confron tatio n between imper ial-
ist reaction  an d th e forces of
p rogr ess, in  w hich the con flict in
I raq an d in  Gaza a nd the We s t
Ban k are other fr onts - and yo u
ar e for th e victory of Hamas,
Hezbollah , the ‘r esistance’ in
I raq an d, if it comes to op en
conflict, of Iran  and Sy r i a .

C o m r a d e ,

F O R ou r par t, w e are on  this
march b ecause we thin k Isra e l ’s
wa r in Lebanon  is un ju stified.
We want the w ar stopped . We
wa nt a viable peace estab lished.
We also want Hezbollah  attacks
o n Isra el, in clud in g ro cke t s ,
stopped . Bu t w e think most of
th e id eas and  mor e o r less all of
th e p olicies advocated  by the
leade rs of the ‘Stop  the Wa r
Coa lition’ make n o sense an d
ar e, in  fact, d own righ t reac-
t i o n a r y.

In ad dition to the poin ts in  the
first list above wh ich we sh are
w ith  you, w e also th ink socialists
an d consistent d emo crats — an d

Stop the slaughter!  
Israel out of Lebanon! 
Stop rocket attacks on

Israeli civilians!
An open letter to a demonstrator against the war on Lebanon



in  the fir st place Intern ational
Socia lists in Israel and the Ara b
states — mu st su ppor t an d fig ht
for the follo wing settlement in
the Isra e l i -A rab  con flict. Th e
w orking  class of Israel an d the
A rab  states is the key to  the
futu re of the Mid dle East.

1) Th oug h w e opp ose w hat
I s rael is do in g in Leban on an d
Palestin e, we b elieve that Isra e l
h as a rig ht to exist and , in  prin-
cip le, th e right to d efen d itself.

2) We want an en d to atta cks
b y Hezbo llah , Hama s a nd other s
- wheth er raids, rocket atta cks
or  su icide b ombings - on Isra e l .
We want an en d to the deliber-
a te cit ing  of He zb ollah  an d
Hamas ro cke t-ba ses in d ensely
p opulated  civ il ian  a reas.

3) We want the estab lishment
of a sovereign  and ind epend ent
Palestin ian  state with its ow n
contigu ous ter ritory.

4) We su ppor t the right of the
Jewish  maj ority in Israel to have
a n ational state, as long  as the
m a j o r i ty o f its p eople w ant that
- or, mo re precisely, as a Jew ish
m a j o r i ty state in wh ich the  2 0%
I s ra e l i -A rab  minor ity w ill have
full a nd equ al righ ts of citize n-
s h i p.

5) Israeli nation alism is, like
all nation alism , fo r instan ce
Iri sh  n atio na lism, wh ich is

widely accepted   on the left ,
‘ e xc l u s i ve ’. It is th e natu re of the
thing . Isr aeli nation alism is n ot,
per se, ‘r a c i s t’ (or, if it is, then
all nation alism is indistin guish-
able from w hat we righ tly stig-
mati se as ‘ra c i s t ’). Isra e l i
nation alism is as legitimate as
a ny oth er  na tion alism - the
pr od uct of the 2 0th centu r y
experien ce o f the Jewish  p eople.

6) The n ormalisation o f Isra e l ’s
relations with  the Arab states
and  its recognition  by all Ara b
states (eve n n ow, 58  year s after
the estab lishment of Israel, on ly
Eg yp t and Jord an re cogn ise it).

7) We want an arr a n g e m e n t

w h e r e by at least some o f the
Palestinian s who w ish to are
allowed to settle in Israel, and
Palestinian refugees and  their
descendan ts (an d it mainly is
now  a matter of descen dan ts)
are comp ensated .

8) An en d to all talk b y Ara b
and  Islamic states - such as tha t
recen tly b y th e Pr esiden t of Ira n
- tha t th ey inten d to destro y
I s ra e l .

The differe nces b etween u s -
be twe en th e Allian ce for
Wo r kers’ Lib erty and th ose who
org anise an d sp eak in  the n ame
of this march an d th e Stop the
War  Co alition  in  g eneral - are
exp re ssed  in the  co ntra s t s
between lists 2 and 3 a bove .
They exp ress maj or p olitical d if-
fer ences. Wh at are they?

a) We su ppor t the  PLO position
fo r a two-states arr a n g e m e n t
be twe en Isra el an d the
Palestinians - a n in depen den t
Palestinian state in contigu ous
ter r itor y side-b y-sid e w ith
I s rael. 

b) We th in k th at th e historical
accoun t o f the origins of Isra e l
n ow most wid ely accep ted o n
th e left is not h istory b ut p oison-
ou s my t h o l o g y, which  origin ates
in th e Stalinist movement of the
late 4 0s an d ear ly 5 0s. We say
th at the conflict betw een Isra e l
an d th e Palestinian s, and  oth er
A rab s, an d  no n-A ra b Mu slim
fun damentalists, is not some-
th in g th at can  be b lamed only
on  Isra el. 

The state of Israel emerg ed
o ut of the  for ced  pop ulatio n
m ovements g enerated  b y the
g reatest crime in recorded  histo-
r y, the slau ghter  by the Nazis
a nd  th eir  all ie s in  othe r
Eu ro pea n co un tr ies of
6 ,0 00 ,0 00  Je ws. It is not the
r esult of a ‘Zionist’ or  other  ‘con-
s p i ra c y ’, nor  was it created sim-
p ly by ‘imperialism’ (except ind i-
r ect ly and  un intentio na lly by
Ru ssian  Stalin ist imp er ialism,
w hich - thro ugh  its then pup pet
state, Cze c h o s l ovakia - b roke
th e th en inter national embar go
on  ar maments for  Israel). The
UN in 19 47  d ecided to pa rtitio n
Palestin e - an  entity that h ad
existed  for a mere 3 0 year s -
b etween the two peoples livin g
th ere: Two states for th e two
p eoples. Th e proclamation  of the
state of Israel in May 19 48  le d to
an  immed ia te invasion by Eg ypt
- pr oclaimin g its goa l to  be to
“ d r i ve the Jew s into  the sea” -
I raq, Syr ia, Jorda n and  contin-
g ents from other  Arab states.
Se con d ed Br itish office rs le d
some o f the  Ara b for ces.

c) In th e cour se of that wa r,
7 50 ,0 00  Palestinian Ara bs fled
or  were  driven out of the Isra e l i
t e r r i t o r y. 

d) The territor y of th e putative
Palestin ian  state decr eed by the
UN w as taken by Jordan  (the
West Bank) and  Egyp t. 

e) In the first years of Isra e l ’s
existen ce, 6 00 ,0 00  Jews fled or
w ere dr iven  ou t of Arab co un-
tr ies to  Israel. The refugees -
a nd  th eir  de scend en ts, wh o
t o d ay numbe r mill io ns -
r ema in ed r efu gees becau se they
w ere refused  citizensh ip righ ts
an d th e righ t to w ork in  the Ar a b
countr ies in wh ich they lived. 

The contrast with wh at hap-
p ened in  Ger ma ny in the mid-
4 0s p uts th is p ersp ective; it is

“ The working
class of Isra e l
and the Ara b
states is the
key to the
future of  the
M iddle East”

Support Lebanese
t r ade unions - 
an appeal for 

s o l i d a r i t y

Two Lebanese teachers’ unions
ha ve issued an appeal for
international solidarity and
financial support. Donations
will provide humanitarian aid
for teachers and their families.

Any funds donated will be
divided equally between the
Teachers’ Syndicate of
Lebanon (TSL) and the Ligue
des Professeurs de
l’Enseignement Secondaire
Public du Liban (LPESPL). 

To find out more information
and to donate, visit
www.labourstart.org



an  indictment of the Arab  states.
No less tha t 1 3,0 0 0,0 0 0
Ger man s we re dr iven  ou t of the
East, 1 0,00 0,00 0 ou t of East
Pr ussia (now  western Po l a n d )
a nd  3 ,0 00 ,0 00  from th e
Su detenlan d in Cze c h o s l ova k i a .
The y came w est, pe nn iless,
m a ny d ying on  the way, to a
wa r- p r o s t rated Germany. They
a nd  th eir  desce nd an ts wer e
assimilated  in  th e then We s t
G e r m a ny. 

e) After  19 48 , the Arab states
r efu sed  any  ‘r ecogn iti on ’ of
I s rael other  than  a de facto mil-
itar y truce. The Six Day war of
Jun e 1 967  in which Israel occu-
p ied  the West Ban k an d Gaza
w as a pr e-emptive str ike by
I s rael against th e op en thr eat of
wa r, and  prep arations for wa r,
b y Egypt. Afterwar ds, the Ara b
states r efused to make  peace or
r ecogn ise Israel. Th ey continu ed
to pr each its d estru ction. The
forces o f chau vinism an d expan-
sio nism h ave become p owerful
in  Isr ael becau se o f the stale-
mate with the Arab states —
in terru pted by war s — ove r the
last 4 0 ye a r s .

f) Isra e l ’s close  r elationsh ip
w ith  th e US came after the 1 96 7
wa r. Some Ar ab states too -
Egypt , Sau di Arabia and Jor dan,
for e xamp le - h ave had close
r ela tion s wi th th e US an d
Br itain . In terms of the facts,
I s rael cann ot b e seen as an
‘imp er ialist stoo ge’.It all ie s
op por tunistica lly with Amer ican
i m p e r i a l i s m .

g) Th e Islamic fu nd amentalists
o f Hezbol lah , Hamas, th e
Ta lib an, al-Qaida, the Muslim
Brothe rh oo d (wh ose fro nt in
Br itain  is the MAB) an d oth er
similar p olitical formation s are,
in  political terms, clerical-fas-
cists. (Similar  to 1 93 0 s
Euro pean g roup s su ch as the
Blueshirts in Cath olic Ir eland,
the  fo rces gr ou pe d ar ou n d
F ran co in th e Spanish  Civil Wa r
an d afte r and the Salazar ists in
Por tugal.) 

They are u tterly reactio nary -
e sp eci ally in  re latio n  to th e
w orkin g-class, women, yo u t h ,
etc. in th eir own coun tries. 

To the loo se “imperialism of
fr ee tr ad e” of the  domin an t
w orld  cap italist p owe rs, th ey
coun terpose not an ything  pro-

g r e s s i ve, or e ven  relatively pr o-
g r e s s i ve, b ut th e rea ction ar y
p r o g ramme of creating  theocra t-
ic -militar y Islamic states, w ith-
in wh ich most of the conq uests
of world  bou rgeois civ ilisation ,
and  of the wor kin g class move-
ment,  over  h und reds o f ye a r s
wou ld  be elimin ated. Ir an after
the Islamic Re vo lu tion of ‘79  and
since is th eir ideal model and
goal. 

h) The on ly circumstan ces in
wh ich so cialists wo uld give su ch
politica l forces any, even gr ud g-
ing , q ualified an d co ndition al,
su pp ort w ould  be a n ation al
resistan ce led by su ch  for ces
again st an  attempt at n ation al
e n s l avement by way of old  sty l e
co lon iali sm. The  l ast - v e r y
blood y - example of tha t in the
20 th ce ntur y was th e 10-ye a r
Ru ssian  w ar  in  Afg h an istan ,

19 79-8 9. Even  then , socialists
wo u ld ba ck democra tic a nd
socialist for ces within  th eir own
area s again st such Islamic fun-
damentalist and  cle rical-fa scist
fo rces as Hezbo lla h and  Hamas.
In  Palestine, w e wou ld ba ck the
P LO again st Hamas.

i) The  id ea that cle rical-fa scist
lea de rsh ips a nd  r eg imes,
th ou g h “w e” w ou ld  no t like
them to ru le in the UK, are all
that the p eople of ce rtain coun-
tries ar e, fo r n ow, “rea dy for ” -
that, comrades, is a fo rm of
u ncon scio us Wester n  ar ro-
gan ce, chau vinism, an d, eve n ,
‘ ra c i s m ’. It is scan dalou sly w id e-
sp read. 

j ) If the cler ical-fascists of
He zbollah , Hamas, al-Qaid a etc.
cou ld be destr oyed ‘su rg ically ’
with out the massacr es of civ il-
ians w e see in Leb ano n, then

socialists w ould n ot r egr et it.
The p oint, of cour se, is th at
th ey cann ot be removed ‘su rg i-
call y ’ or  by  pu r ely mil itar y
me an s. Hezbo llah  ma y w ell
come ou t of this war politically
stren gth ened a nd w ith gr eatly
en han ced  pre stige — a s Eg ypt’s
Pr eside nt Nasser came ou t of
the  Br iti sh-Fr en ch-I s ra e l i
attack, in  th e Su ez affair  of
1 9 5 6 .

k) Except for Hamas, p erha ps,
in  non e of the ar eas o f conflict
b etwee n cle rical-fa scism an d
th e US, Br ita in  an d Israel h as it
b een a  matter of th e “left” sup-
p ortin g th e Islamic clerical-fas-
cists g rud ging ly, beca use th ey
led  a natio nal resistance. Eve n
th e in vasion  a nd occup ation of
I raq is no t a n attempt to make
it a n old-style ‘colony ’. Stil l less
is that what is ha ppen ing  in
Le ba no n. In so far  as Isra e l
in tend s to ann ex par t of the
West Ban k, Hama s can  be said
to  lea d a Palestin ia n natio nal
r esista nce ther e.  In  fact, the
v ictor y o f Hamas ov er  th e
P LO / Fatah  - ha iled  w ith moron ic
j oy b y Socialist Wo r ker - h as
b een a major  setback to the
p rospects o f a Palestin ia n state;
in  the past, Isra eli cha uvinists
h ave don e their  best to bolster
Hamas because the existen ce in
Pa lestin e of an  u n re ason in g
clerical-fascist movement, p ro-
clai ming  its g oal to b e th e
d estr u cti on  o f Isr ae l, b est
s e r ved  th eir need s in dea lin g

“ W e suppor t
the PLO posi-
tion for  a two-
states ar ra n g e-
ment between
I s rael and the
Pa l e s t i n i a n s ”

TWO NATIONS, 
TWO STATES:

Socialists and
I s ra e l / Pa l e s t i n e

a Workers’  Liberty pamphlet

For a socialist Israel and a
socialist Palestine in a
socialist federation of the
Middle East. Israel out of
the Occupied Territories -
for a Palestinian state with
the same rights as Israel! 
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w ith th e Palestin ians as a w hole. 
l) Th e only time h on est socia l-

ists in  Britain , wou ld ally w ith
such  forces as MAB wou ld be  in
th e p hysical d efen ce of Muslim
ar eas ag ainst d irect r acists or
BNP attacks. 

m) Th e cu rren t bloc o f th e left
w ith Islamic fu nd amentalism is
o ne of the most extra o r d i n a r y
th ing s in th e lon g h istory of the
p seu do-left. Even  mor e extr a o r-
d inar y is th e sup por t for  the
“re sistan ce” in Iraq, w hich  is
main ly a movement of Sun ni
supr emacists, wh ose lo ng-dom-
in ation of the  Sh ia and  Ku r d i s h
m a j o r i ty en ded with  th e fall of
Sad dam Hussein. 

n) Th e lea dership o f th e Stop
th e Wa r Coalition is no t buildin g
an  “anti-war  move m e n t”, bu t a
m ovement in sup por t of the
w a r-maki ng  of r ea ction ar y
for ces in  the Middle East an d
e l s e w h e r e .

o) Th e sloga n “for th e libera-
tion  of Pa le stine” is rea ction ary
n on sen se, b ecau se it imp lies
n ot a two-states solu tio n (the
P LO pr ogramme), b ut th e p ro-
g ramme of Ar ab ch auvin ism -
th e elimin ation of Israel. We
th ink the id ea o f destr oying  a
n ation  (Israe l) is wr ong  in p rin-
ciple, bu t her e th e victims of
thi s ap pr o ach  ar e th e
Pa le stin ian Ar abs themselve s .
For  decad es, the y have be en
p r e ven ted by commitment to
the  u n re alisab le  go al of
d e s t r oying Isr ael from a chievin g
w hat is gen uine ly possible - a
Palestinian  state, sid e-by- s i d e
w ith Israel. 

Th e PLO formally ad opted  a
two-sta tes po sit ion  in  19 8 8.
Those who se slo gans and  plac-

ard s give th is march  its po litical
c o l o u ration  are fa r beh in d the
P LO, an d are o pen all ies of the
most r eactio nary  - and, in  terms
of wh at best ser ves the
Palestin ia ns, the  most stu pid -
A rab an d Israe li revan ch ists and
c h a u v i n i s t s .

p) Th e ma in str eam left su p-
por t for  th e d estru ction  of Isra e l
is un iq ue in our  p olitics. The
p r o g ramme to  destroy Israel is
itself a for m o f an ti-Semitism -
no t ‘r a c i s m ’, bu t an ti-S e m i t i c
no ne the less - a nd  gen er a t e s
su ppo rt fo r mo re con ve n t i o n a l ,
o l d - s tyle anti-Semitism. Isra e l ,

accepted  critically o r u ncr itical-
l y, g ru dgin gly or  w holeh earte d-
l y, is par t of the id entity of most
Je ws alive - a p rod uct of the te r-
rible Jewish  exper ience  o f the
20 th centu ry. 

In  th e la te 19 th  cen tu ry,
Fre der ick En ge ls r igh tly said
that th ere w ere two p eoples
wh o h ad a d uty to b e n ationalist
before  they wer e inter nation al-
ist - th e Ir ish a nd the Po l e s .
Th at ceased to  be tr ue of Irish
na tion alism in 1 92 2 , a nd  of
Pol ish  n ati on alism w he n the

Russi an  emp ir e col lap se d i n
1 98 9. It w as, it seems to u s,
tr ue of th e Jewish sur vivors of
n ationa lism who fled  to, set up,
an d d efen ded  Isr ael in th e mid
2 0th  cen tur y.

q) Any b oycott o f Israe l -
w heth er academic, econ omic o r
c u l t u ral - will at best, h ave the
sor t of mar g ina l i mpa ct o n
I s rael that th e bo ycott move-
ment ag ainst Sou th Africa from
1 96 0 un til th e collapse of the
ap arth eid r egime h ad. In p ra c-
tise, it will in exo ra bly become a
b oycott mo veme nt w hich  tar-
g ets Jew s in  co nd itio ns like
th ose in Br itain. That will be its
lo gic, its likely dev e l o p m e n t ,
a nd  th e con scio us po licy of
some o ut-a nd-ou t old -sty l e
a n t i -Semites w ho w ill opp or-
tun istically  a dvo ca te it. Th e
p olitica l b on ehea ds w ho le ad
th e SWP are, o n th eir rece nt
r ecor d, per fectly cap able of tar-
g eting the mo st ea sily rea ch-
a ble  “Z ion ists”. Th ose wh o
r emembe r th e ba nn in g  of
Jewish Societies in co lleg es in
th e ‘70 s and  ‘80s will not wa n t
to  rep eat th at so rt of exp erien ce
on  a much b road er scale. 

Th e ur ge to  “do somethin g” is
u nd erstand able an d p olitically
h o n o u rab le. But bo ycotts will do
en ormou sly mo re har m to the
left and to societies like tha t of
Br itain g ene rally tha n it ca n
c o n c e i va bly do an y g ood  for  the
Pa l e s t i n i a n s .

Two states for th e two peo-
p l e s !

For more o n
Israel/Palestin e v is i t:
w w w . w o r k e r s l i b e r t y . o r g /
t a x o n o m y / t e r m / 8 2
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