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Fight the Tories - unite 
the leftl 
The lert needs I coberenl political 
challenae lo KJnnock and Halters le> , 
•"oldina the mlstakrs of the past ten 
>ears. We need to point the w■> for 
ociallsm lnlo the 1990s. 

Socialism is based above all on the 
Hn,g~/e or working clus people. 
'iodah,;m can only t-e made b) the "orl..­
mg cl111~ 1akin1 hold of po\\er and ranak• 
mg ocact), destroying the ,·e~tcd interest< 
that run Britain and establi~hing 
democratic economic planing. Workus' 
ronrrol in the work pince and in society is 
at the heart of ,ociali~m. 

So we n~J to make it clear that no 
government can create <OCialism from 
above, and the fight tor socialism is much 
more than a que1,tion or electing the right 
number of Tony Benns. 

ll depends therefore on supporting the 
everyday struggles of working class peo 
pie. A •ocialist Labour Party is one that 
thro"s evcl")ihing it has mto supporting 
and "inning miners' strikes, NHS 
di,putcs, struggles to defend local 
democracy and t unding. It is one that is as 
clearly and unambiauously on the side of 
the working cl~s and the poor as That­
cher is on the side of the ruling class and 
the rich. And it lights for the working 
class nok-, \l.ith every weapon it has. II 
doesn't just make promises for the ruture, 
it acts in the present. 

Capitalism is an international system, 
and becomes more international, in a 
sense, all the ume. A financial crisis in 
Wall Street has immediate international 
repercussions; a crisis in Latin America 

could have ,-onsequence< elsewhere: every 
part or the world is linked in a thousand 
"ay, to every 01 her part. 

So no country can 'go it alone'. 1 here 1s 
no ,;ocinlist way out in isolation rrom the 
capitalist world market, and it is suicide to 
look for one. Socialism has 10 be Interna­
tional a, international as capitalism is. 

And for international socinfom to be 
pos.1blc, ~ocialists need to build intcrna• 
1ional worldng class unity. We need to 
fight for \ohdarity with workers in other 
countries wid begin to construct the 
organi~ational ~inews that can make 
solidarity effective. 

And we need 10 fight against all those 
ideas which hold back workers' unity. The 
enemy of British workers is the British rul• 
ing class and other ruling classes, not 
foreign workers. Controlling imports and 
other measures designed 10 create WI 
'island economy' in Britain won't work, 
and will divide workers. 

Socialists also need to recognise that it 
was always futile and misguided to oppose 
British membership of the EEC. Hiving 
Britain off from Europe is no answer to 
anything. What we n~d to fight for is a 
united, socialist Europe. Pulling Britain 
out of the EEC won't help achieve that, 
and could even limit the prospects for 
developing unity with other European 
socialists. That doesn 't mean giving sup­
port to the EEC; it means recognising that 
British withdrawal is a blind alley. 

At the same time we have to oppose all 
manifestations of imperialist militarism, 
and in particular NATO. As well as a 
commitment to scrap nuclear weapons, 

Labour should withdraw Britain from 
NATO. 

That kind of commitment has to be 
combined with the_ defence of people 
under attack . from 1mpenahsm, hke the 
people of Nicaragua and elsewhae in 
Central America. 

And the left needs to show that 11 
docsn 't share the Tories' double stan­
dards. We oppose the imperialism of the 
United States and their British allies. and 
we equally oppose the brutal dictators in 
the Kremlin. We are for Russian troops to 
gel out of Afghanistan, and for the right 
of all nations in the USSR and Eastern 
Europe to self-determination. We stand 
four square with the workers· mo_vements 
of the 'eastern bloc', like Solidarity in 
Poland. 

Socialists have to be consistent 
democrats when dealing with national 
connicts We must condemn the brutal 
repression being dished out by Israel to 
the Palestinians and demand the right of 
the Palestinians to a state. At the same 
time we shouldn't deny national rights to 
the Israeli Jews. 

Similarly, when we support the struggle 
of the Northern Irish Catholics for a 
united Ireland, we shouldn't disregard the 
Protestants. They should have the right 10 
autonomy within a umted Ireland; and in­
deed, until a significant group of Pro­
testants can be persuaded to-live in it, a 
united Ireland will be impossible. The left 
must call for troops out of Ireland, and 
combine the call with a proposal for a 
federal united Ireland. 

Along with British nationalism "c ha,e 
to fight racism, another poison that helps 
to divide workers and make the Tories" 
job easier. We need to oppose immigra­
tion controls. And we need 10 make sure 
that the labour movement at rank and file 
level is ready and willing to defend black 
people under attack, both politicall} and 
physically. 

The Labour Party is commiucd 10 a 
Ministry for Women. The !eft needs to en­
sure that this isn't just another token 
gesture, and that the labour movement 
lights vigorously for women's rights. 

We have to make sure that the Labour 
Party never repeats the scandalous sup­
port initially given by the front bench to 
Clause 28 of the Local Governmmt Bill. 
The left must be for the defence of lesbian 
and gay rights. 

All of these issues have to be integrated 
into a strategy that looks to working d~ss 
people as the agent for change, and which 
depends upon open debate within the 
labour movement, in conditions of the 
greatest possible democracy. We don't 
want to replace one leader.hip that " 
meant to be beyond cri11mm wllh 
another. We want accountabilit) and 
respect for the freedom of speech c,f th~,e 
with different views. Sodalism \\ill be lar 
more democratic t he.n the present system, 
and for II to be possible, the labour mo\C· 
mcnt also needs 10 be fullv democra111:. 
Socialist Organiser exists. in the labour 
movement to fight for these politic,. This 
special pamphlet i~ue is a contribullon to 
the discussion 



A BATTLE 
FOR THE 
SOUL OF 
LABOUR 

Wb.at ls tbr Benn-Rdfrr bid for 
lradtnhlp of the Labour Party 
about? 

It Is about fighting the Tories. CONTENTS 
For years the leaders of the labour 

mo\·emcnt ha11e failed to mobilise our 
forces for a serious fiibt back againlt 
Thatcher. Because Kinnock and Hat 
tenley won '1 fight, they must be puihed 
aside to make way for those who will -
Benn and Heffcr. 

There is now in British politics a v,,hole 
series of big polillcal iuues around which 
it would be possible for a serious leader­
ship of the labour movemcDl lo organise a 
powerful cru~ade to drive the ToriCli from 
office. The bi&gest indictment of the 
Kinnock-Haueruey 'leader-ship' lies in the 
fact that the)' have failed to seize on th0$C 

iuucs and use them. 
Rcpstration for the poll tax is no"' 

under way in Scotland. About half the 
population of Britain - including many 
Tory voters - HY they would suppon a 
campaign of rerusing to pay this tax. 

Despite the 11.ltcmpts by union leaders 10 
)cl the ampaiin peter out aftc-r 14 ~arch, 
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Why we are 
standing 

By Tony Benn 
\\1 h•t alrftd7 P•I oat IM Allll1 and 
Oblttlhu •f tllt nllll"'-'a■ , 

4 a1m or rtpnant.allo■ t.s lk<T!opl■a I■ 
llri'-1• u part) politics ■rt lltlna rnlllot4 
from lilt top 10,.ard, • 1t11...S acttpl■■co or 
tbla u thr~ ■rt, drnylns 1M ubtut• of 
■11) al!nn■tl•t. 

M.-. Thatchtr h•~ tel out lo rtally n­
Hl■bllib t.bt TOI')' Part} In her o- lm■1t -
b■l"'III, rtprtUht, olljuu, CHlr■lbln1 Hd 
11"1\alllt■l■I tllr ll'IWrr of 1hr ti.alt to IIICl<'f 
and cn,,11 all db.w■t allll destro} all opp01I• 
Uo■. 

MN!llwll,le a oacraslon •f Labovr ladrrs 
-alnnla1 •llli Galtsllrll ban ~ 10 cb■■a• 
1k aaturt of tlle Labour Party by ••nrnlna 
Its llau .. 1111, the unlon.s en• dllutln1 lb 
soclalwa, In H lrUUttalf•I allrmpt lo wl■ 
lk IDlcWlt l")Hd. TIIIJ ~- IJ .o• btl111 
ad,...,. ■pin i■ 1hr ••mt of th ' arw 
"1lllim'. Bal, I■ fact , lht llli.dle sroand of 
BrUl&h polllla .ltu ,lrtu■ll) dls■ppt■ rtd wllh 
lltt rollapae of tllt Llbual-SDP Alll■nct and 
'"" diuoluUo■ of IM Ubtnl Party u It hu 
m"'INI """ tltt old Labour 111111 ■ad ha, 
a,UI ■pl■. 

Tllat dneloJlfflt■IS ha• .. btn hod.ltd u 
■aarldaa 1k deaOI of aocl■U-. Acta■ll> lhty 
lane cnallNI a h■1e >K■lll■ la British poUtla 
IUkd 11, Sim~ ■ra11aea11 ■llo■t wltld, In-

agitauon again~! Health Service cuts is 
continuina. A poll before the Budget 
showed tha_t only 6 per cent of voters 
wanted 1ax cuts rather than more money 
for the NHS, and some 92 per cent wanted 
more money for the Health Service. 

Another poll showed a majority of the 
population supporting the striking nurses. 

The Education Reform Bill is going 
through Parliament. A poll Iasl June 
sho"'ed 55 per cent in favour of its plan 
for schools to opr out of local authority 
control. Bv this January, only 18 per cent 
supported· this idea. 62 percent were 
agianst a national wri11en test for seven 
year old schoolchildren. 

The huge waiting list for council hous­
ing - in many area, the waiting list means 
waiting forever - arc proof thal the 
Tones' plan to cut back council housing 
run counter 10 the needs and wishes of 
millions. Where Tory councils have tried 
10 push through Government policy in ad­
vance - as in Westminster, where they 
plan to sell off half the council's housina 
stock as quick as they can - they have 
aroused fierce opposition. 

Previous Tory altempts to revive the 
pnvate landlord, in the late '50s Jed to a 
mass outcry against 'Racbmanism • 
(profiteenng slum landlords) and the ig­
nominious end of 13 ycan in office for lhe 
Tones. 

Clause 28/ 29 of the Local Government 
Bill, which threatens all facilities for les­
bians and PYI under the pretext of • ban 
on 'promotina homose11uali1y' has arous­
ed the bi&iest demonstrll1iom ever tn this 
coumry for lesbian and aay rights. There 
ii ,.1dcsprcad opp<»iuon to tl1e Tories' at 
tacks on civil liberties on many other 
fronts. 

The Ford ,.orlr.erJ' victory, the 
..... 1 ... 

dhldub cu bal rqn tlle ll■IUI q•j~ and 
o.mocn1cy llltlr .. MIDI undtnD oat IO lm­

dutrottd u the Ell■blWlmont ~I aaalut 
pose a ne'lf tyr■ nn)' of lH pow• neat.a• 
■11111 c,lllo, tttatln1 a cr1slJ of ttpr real 
Uo• lea•lna mllllonJ of people 

1
-•~~~:, 

cholct of polld" or ■■Y •olte n 
tllelr own ful11tt. 1 ~-

w•a• w-r nttd 1, a dup ud en ous 
slon ■bout Ille ruturo and lh■t "''ion~• 
lllo■Jd IN allowed 10 bear lh• tue or bttler 
■ad non•llaamtal, full omplo1-, nt, d ln­
pablk sonl<H, commo■ o,.■,nh P an tcth"C 
dutrlal dtmo<racy, dnolullon and di LS 
lot■I 10-.rnmtol, 1oclal Ju~llce, tquai drl~•-' 
atronan •n•lroomro1al aftauards, ID 
Jor rdorm~ In th• llrllCIUrt ol lht stat• lo 
tnd sttrocy and 01« corraptlOn of patronaa•• 

Tltt"R art wllal ubour •hould ht ■rautn1 
for iutead or peddJl■1 tlit •1■1• old polk:ltt 
lhl INI lo tile deftal of IO m■■) prt>IOUJ 
Labolll' 10 .. nunt■ts. 

Tho"" .,.. ••• mun on whit• lht 19118 
1 .. d,.-.hlp dt<tlon IJ t10l"1 to bt l111ncbt<I, u 
p■rt of the campal1• for aoclallun, ■ppnlloa 
for lhe wtdnl possible p■bll< aupport. 

We art DOI pttpared lo ■t<'fpl lbat 'There 
ls No Allun■llu'. Tbtrt are 1,.0 TINA. 
re■ll)' . Thtrt Is lbe Tory TINA and the 
Lallour TINA; and lhtrr Is no allematln In 
effttt to tbt """ of two ptoplo. 

At lbt momonl lht campalan IJ to ldtntlfy 
,.hal otrybod) ftd1 ■nd optn II up, and 
throqb that aap put forward different pro­
posals. 

Look at the NUT •ote today - they bsve 
tumtd down the tl.tculln on tblJ !Al,000 a 
)'t■r Job for Doua MtA•oy. Look at tile 
sumen, tbt c■rworkors, tbt NHS -

1enacious ba11Ie by the P&O seafarers, 
and the strikes by and in support of the 
health workers (effectively defying Tory 
anti-union laws) show 1hat trade union 
power is not finished. 

Strikes and trade unionism have declin­
ed. But closer analysis shows that this 
decline is more or less entirely a product 
of manufacturing business closing down 
or moving to new areas. In the public ser­
vices, !;trikes and trade unionism have, on 
average, lncretied. 

And the Ford strike suggesrs that the re­
cent fall in unemployment, limited though 
it is, has pur a floor under the decline of 
trade unionism in manufacturing in­
dustry. When companies are taking new 
workers on, even in small numbers rather 
than sacking staff, then workers fccl more 
confident. 

Much has been wrillcn and said about 
the ideological grip or 'Thatcherism '. 

NURSES 

whtronr you lodk there II DO'lf • mood of 
rtsl!lllD<t 1N,aJnaln1 lo dtvdop, but that h 
nol rdlttled ■t Ille top. 
Pull■ment II out of loacb. In• •■Y, by 

1upportlna th• people who are In atruult 101 
.,, aMna them conndon« llDd that 'Ifill 
clearly encoa.r■se l.bem to do mott; I■ mun 
you are bopln& to proYldt • •olce for Ihm 
that bu bttn molfled If not ■bH■I. 

Many people on the left argue that 
socialist ideas in the British working class 
have been swamped by the tide of market 
economics and dog~at-<log consumerism. 

There is no hard evidence for this. 
Detailed opinion surveys suggest that 
most people's attitudes have shifted, if 
anything, slightly to the ldt durina the 
Thatcher years. Workers' confidence bas 
been sapped by unemployment, by suc­
cessive defeats, and by the feebleness of 
the labour movement's leadership. That 
lack of confidence explains the Tories' 
triumphs. But it is something that can 
change - and change quite rapidly in the 
right circumstances. 

There is plenty of inflammable material 
to raise a fire of protest against the Tories 
- glwn Icadersblp. 

That is why everyone In the labour 
moveme11t who wants to fl11ht the Tories 
must back Benn and Hefrer. 
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The height ot the miners' strike. Photo: John Hams (IFL) 
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Rebuild the left 
Siner 1"3 tbe Part) bas bffa movin& 
lncreasln&h to the ri&ht. Tbett Is • 
araater coacmtntion or power In the 
baads of the leadenblp and the N•­
lloaaJ Exttutin hlb, to • Laree ex­
tent, btta down-&nded. 

Now they plan to chanae the character 
of the Party Conference, step by step, m 
that the Pany 11 1russroo1s level will not 
be determinina policy. 

And there hiu been retreat after retreat. 
The mosl blatant retreat IS on the Com­
mon Marlet . Whatever you might think 
aboul thii ne-.1 policy. it has nC\cr bttn 
redcrrned and disclll.~ by Party Con­
ference - the Labour Party has just bttn 
slid and manoeuvred into a total chanae. 
Chan,cs are also ban, made in the Par­
ty's attitude to pubhc owners.hip. the 
nudcar bomb and a whole series of othCT 
lmlcs. 

It Is time that this •llS chan~ed. The 
drift aw'B} from bck socialist pohc1cs 
mmt be reversed. 

Ir's Ill very "'ell saying we want a ni..:c 
frirndl) discussion in the Pany. Certainly, 
• ·c v.,uu a friendly d1scwsion, But the 
Campaign Group felt 1h11 the bat ••Y 10 
do d "'llS 10 concrctilc ii, 10 spotlisht the 
po!JtJcal 1.uucs by I conc~t for the L"dcr 

By Eric Hefter 
and the Deputy Leader. 

No"' the JO-called 'sofl left' and the 
centre have 101 to make their minds up. 
Arc they really lcfl wina7 Do they want 
the Labour Party to be a socialist party 
which aocs out and fi&hts for working 
class politics? Or have they now abandon­
ed all socialist ideas? 

We are s1andin11 on a proarammc defin­
ed by the Campaian Group. It contains 1 
number of important points. We wa111 : 

•an c:11:ten~ion of public O"-Ocnhip. 
•the restoration and development of the 

riahu of the trade unions. 
• All out opposition to racism. 
•Greater democracy; the abolition of 

the House of Lords. 
• A l"C$toration of local democracy and 

an extension of local authority rialus. 
•Women 10 ha•·c 1cnuinc equality. 
•The labour mo•cmcnt ha.-. 1101 to iup­

poM all tho)e ,.ho arc underdogs in one 
wav or 11nothcr, or •ho, like lesbian, and 
1•>·s. arc be1n1 pcn«uted. 

• A d1Htrcn1 mtemllional policy - one 
of ' rC11h11nmen1' and ccc11n1 out of 
NATO. 

•The abolluon of all nuclear weapons. 

• A mo,c a,.a) from nuclear power so 
that nuclear ,.capons cannot be restarted 
aaain . 

•we think Labour must have a much 
more realistic attitude towards Eastern 
Europe. At the same Lime, of cour~, we 
defend the democratic riahu of all the 
people in Ea:.tcm Europe. We oppose dic­
tatorship in Chile and in other paru of the 
world. We fight on behalf of those who 
are figh1ing for their liberation. 

These arc the is,;ucs we believe we ha,-c 
101 to go out and fiaht for in the course of 
this campaign . 

Why a contest now? \tuch of what I 
have bttn dcscnbin1 i\ not nc,. . They 
have been 1oing on for a Iona lime and 
~ome comrades and I m~--clf have ~pokcn 
out asainst them. 

As w;th C\·crything else, )OU have to 
ca~c tactical considt'fations into a.:oount . 

H IIIC had stood bc:forc the acncnal clcc­
llon, and the dcctt011 had then bcco lost, 
ther ,.ould hnc said Labour lost bc,cause 
the ldt-•in11 Campaign Group put up 
,-andida1cs. We d idn't. II ,.as n0t be.."llmc 
of us that the de..1ion llb los1. In lact, 
l1IOSI Campaip Oroul' manben LDCrmKd 
thctr votes. 

The dcction was m Juoe. ir .. -c hid put 
up I candid.1tc lmmcd1B1d) afterWanh ...... 
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~':=Id noi haw beta ume for proper 

r:)
"11 tion and orpnisanon or a cam· 
an bdon last ycar·s October con­

rcncr, 

1 
Tllit year ii the rilhl lime. There ar,: r• pcrh1r.s four )"c&n before the nellt 

' cc:t1on_. ,o thC're Ii not much m1lealf in 
aCCUMuoni of nxldna 1h, boat -
althouah or cour,e the)' ... 11111ill accu~e u, 
of It , But people Ii.no,. that 1here have 
been elccuons an the pasl Wilson 
challmacd Galukell Nye Bc~an challcna 
ed d1ftcren1 people at dlfkrent times. In 
fact, 11 )OU look at 1he rC'Cord you nnd a 
challen,e 10 thi: leadership on averaae 
1bou1 once every three or four years. 

1 cannot understand v. h)· the pre,cnt 
lcadcnh1p has reacted so hutedly to the 
fac, of 1h11 elC'Citon . 

Thi. is the year 'I.hen II I) imf'Onant to 
be11n . Ma)·br nc:tt year there will be 
another campaian, and mu be there will 
be ~ilferent lc:ft candidates.' This year "'' 
bqin to break the lo&jam. It is raislna 1hc 
whole question of the leader,h1p and the 
fact of a contest 1s malin1 all sorts of peo• 
pie face up to definin, their a1u1udo to 
,.hat 1s &0in1 on in the Labour Panr. 

Man) predict that,.., arc unlil.el> to se1 
more than 25-. of the ,-ote. Ob,iousl) ,.e 
are c>ut to '"ID , bu1 we are conCffned Y.ith 
othn' thlnas IS •ell . 

11ie campllllJI can help oraanisc: the 
left, all different sections of the left, 
'LhroUJhOUI the Pan>' into a more 
cobe•i~e political aroupina. which 
f'C'COIT\ISCS that we have more in common 
v.11h each other than •re have differences . 
If they believe in rociAlism they will work 
together. Thai will be a really imponan1 
•pin-off from th, campaijp'I. 

The cam~ -...ill also help to mobilise 
at1d hearten many people who have voted 
Labour in the past - &ood socialists who 
an: ll!Cltina a bi.t disillus1oaed. Nye Bevan's 
campailJI in the 19505 helped to keep 
million or ,.orkcrs in the Labour Pany al 
lhc , cry moment ""hen they were aettin1 
pretty red up •ilh things. They felt that 
here ,.ere the basic, compassiona1c views 
or the Labour Party coming up qam, o­
prencd q.ain, and that serioui people 
,.ere orpnislna qain to fiaht for them. 
That ..-ill happen this time, LOO. 

I •mt 10 Bristol to do a holUina 
meedna on Friday c-vcnin(l. Goin& down 
in the t.rain people - nrana,n-s - were 
cominJ up to me s.ayina they thou&ht it 
-...u quite risht to 1tand. Then at the 
meieuoa i11elf, al1houah I never raised the 
question becluK I was there 10 ,peak 
about bousin&, people came up and said 
the decision was aood. Then, comin1 back 
aaaln on the le5S crowded train, people 
were still comina up 10 mt - not all 
Labour Pany members - pyina 1h11 it 
was absolutely the riaht tluna 10 do, that it 
wu about time it "'as done. Those who 
1,1y 1h11 we do not represent at1ythin1 arc 
in for a bi& surprise . 

Now I.lie Campalao Group 1bould 1et 
abeot orpallhla the ~palp, both ■1-
doaalJ a■d locally. Wb■t sbould toe do! 

We arc 1oin1 to ha,c to produu 
pubhcatlons eitpl;liru111 our alrru and ob­
Jecti\lo, and 1et them to all the CLP1. I 
think there should be a ,cries Of rallies 111 
the main centres throu&hout the country. 
At thc,e ralliet "'c should involve the local 
panies and the local supportin1 1roups. 
Those who come to the rallies can then be 
our ,upponen in their o"''ll localities. 

I think ,..e v.ill ha•c r.rc ume to co,-cr 
most of the urban centres, and then peo­
ple can come in from ou11ide 10 bear "'bal 
we ha,e to 1,1y. ..... 

I hope this "ill aJ,-c a t,oo.sl to the b~k 
I uo1e. Ton) Benn aoes on about 11 bri/11 
our bible in thil 1ilua1ion 1,ecause ~e sa~1 

the book Sl)'I it all. Thal can be ... e USC • 
We •ill also have 10 think in terms of ill 
pamphlet . And the carnpaian Ne_ ws " 
hl\-c 10 be cIT«tively used. 

In 1he 1981 Dq,ul)' Leadersh1~ cam· 
paJan there weri: ■ 101 or b11 rallies. _I.II 
pllCff they were comparable to the rallies 
wltnmed In the 19'S acncral elcctlon ._But 
there was I problem with the trade unions 
and the unions were decisive. 

What we should ■Jm at is 10 1ry to act 
proper discussions In every 1rodc union so 
1h11 the ls,ucs are fully debated. Whal ore 
the iuucs In the unions? 

0 The attitude 1h11 the Party must have 
to trade union letislation. 

•Where the Labour Party stands on the 
struulc:s or worker, in industry, in the 
National Health Sen.ice, the miners, the 
~fa.rcrs. 

•What the Pany should ~ay 10 the -;-­
disar■ccful - auempt to act a low-paid 
qrecmcnt by one union from Ford 
manajC'ment . 

All these mailers can be properly 
debated. We will develop the campaign in 

the constituencic:1 and then alonaiidc it, 
and as par1 of ii, we will campaian in 1hc 
trade unions. 

II uicrns likely 1h11 1 number of trade 
union,, and also CLP1, will ha,c an in• 
dlvidual membcr1hip ballot to determine 
their altitude In the election. 

l have never been 1111nst andi,idual 
mm1brnhip ballots. But If they are 1oina 
to be held 1hcn our views have to be pro• 
pcrly clrculated 11 well a.s other pcoplc'1 
vlew1. An equal number or words 1n a 
union journal, or view1 circula1cd to all 
their mcmben. I 1hink that would be a 
aood thlna. Rq,rCKnta1ivc1 or both side, 
1hould 1pcak 11 union conferences. 

I nood in the leadenhip election an 1983 
as the lcfl candidate, when many on the 
left had bia illusions in Neil Kinnock. The 
111uation i1 different but there arc aomc 
lesson, to be learned . 

We had I rather rarrish■ckle campaip. 
A lot or people - like Socialist Orpniscr 
- rallied and did •hat they could. But 
1hcrc was no real financial backin1. I 
think financial backin1 should come from 
the pany itself. It ~hould not br left 10 the 
candidates to finance the campaian 
because_ people wi1hou1 money have ~ 
much naht to stand u people with a 
machine behind them. I rliseo thi.s my,ctf 

he I 983 campei1n but ii IOI 'lot , 
~~-et arc still in the $11'11e 1itu_at1on tOdi 
• Whal ouaht 10 be done th•! lime iJ ~ 
hould have more than • nallonal arou 

5 e,ctlnl and workln1 on the cam~ 
;., aeed people I• ncll mala llfbu ~ 
"orkl"I tOJClhtr U I 1nm, 1011111 .. 1 
,oppor1 sroup. Tbat Is one of t111 tatli 
ICIIODI J would iffffl. 

We need ,uppon aroups_ tn diffc-renr 
unions as "'ell, alth~uah uru.on member, 
will be connected w11h what 1s hap~ 
in each area. Pcrhai» the Broad Lefts in 
ach union can play a role. I hope they 

~Ill be suppor1in1 us, and I am sure lh1t 
in most cases rhey ~Ill. 

The i nit ull rcocuon to I he announec. 
ment that ,:ony and I would ~e standing 
was 5urprisJOf· I do not think PC'opl, 
should react in that way. We have ih, 
rules; we arc entitled to _contest . tr you an: 
the leader, you Jhoul~ s1~ply say: they ar, 
cn11tled 10 do ,o and II will be a choice bet­
ween their views and ours. Unfonunatcl> 
it did not come over Uke that_. Now LhC) 
arc 1alkin& about the 1~colo11cal debate, 
and 1hat, of course, Is naht. 

This is the point at which the lcrt begins 
ro reorganise it sci r ■nd staru to rally 1 
made 1he point ar the time of the Chcstcr­
neld Conference 1h11 the left needs to do 
more than just sit around talltina about 
thinas. I noa1ed the idea or aoing back to 
the old Socialist Luaue typc-oraartisation 
which had oisted durina the 1930s. 

Out or this should emer1e something of 
that kind. Because even ir we are defeated 
in this election, they will no1 dercai 
socialism. You cannot wipe it away. Even 
in countries where the riaht win, have got 
firm control or the pany - in Germany, 
Italy and so on - they have no1 got rid or 
socialism. Maybe for a period it is m 
rctcat. But the very concept of socialism, 
of workers' struule, cannot just be 5"cpl 
aside. As Iona as capitalism u 1her, 1h, 
worlin& cla.ss will be there and so 11,ilJ 

~oci.alism. 
That IS my reply 10 the kind of start• 

mc:nt now beina put out by Kinnock and 
Hattenley, that a victory by them 11,ilJ pu1 
the Pany•~ seal of approval on thor kind 
of politla for a \Cf)' Iona time, and finall) 
dc..-idc 11,h1,h dir~tion the Pany is &0111! 
10 lake. 
Ccn■inl)", this 1~ a very serious debate 

about tht luturt or the Party, and the 
d1rcc11on in which IL is 101n1. 

If lht) do •la, then I trust thty otlll not 
tall, la 1,11111 of people havtn1 10 'toe thr 
Une'. If II comtt to that you are oo looser 
• dunocratk IOdalltt party. Wt art not 
1oln1 to acc,pt that. Win or lose, II will 
not llop the 111umen11, the c1Jsc1111tons, 
aodalllt ldt11. There hu ■Iota)■ beta tOtl· 
slant dhclllllo■ wtlblll Ille Party - WI II 
tltt -llC't of aodallll poUtla, 1odalis• 
demoavy. 

1 was chucked 0UL of the CommUDLII 
Pany ova~ odd years 110 for not qret­
ans to that sort of thina . I have atw•P 
Lhou&ht that one of the 1rcat thinas abou1 
the Labour Party, (CK all iu faulu, has 
been that In aencral there hu been open 
and frank ■nd free diJcussion. 
. ~nally, 1hi1 Is my mc:aaae 10 comrades 
an~1de t!'c Piny who arr heartened b~ thr 

I
Camf)llan Group's decision 10 cont~• I.he 
cadttship and depu1y-leadenh1p. 

You should be mobiliuna 1brou&hou1 
1111: entire labour mo..,cment - in your 
un10n branches and Labour Pany wards 
and GMCa. Oraanite now to ma.kc sure 
we _ae,t the b1a,est poSiible vote for the 
l<K1alu1 poliCJcs we are l)l.lttina for .. -ard-



Fighting 
for 
women's 
rights 

By Mlchele Carlisle 
Student orpntser, 
National A.bortaon 
C&mpalp (In a penonal 
capacety) 

WOMEN SHOULD support Benn 
ud Heller! 

Tory policies ova- the past nine years 
b.aff snudy affeacd the lives or women. 
More IIDd more cuts in local go¥Cmmcnt 
spmdma ha, e mcaru job Losses for 
women and cuts in home helps, in nursery 
pro,-isioo.. in mc:ia1 sen;ces generally. 

TOT)' housioa policies force local 
mthoriz to ~I off oouncil housing 
~ women stniulc to bring up kids in 
cramped bed and breakfast hotds run by 
shady JlfOfiteers or in squalid, run-<lown 
priVlll.e rented housi_r11. 

The DeWI lacome Support S)"Slem means 
that the poorCII. in IOci.cty - sin&le 
womrn v.i.t.h t.id5 - will Lose out. 

So •'bat is the record of Kinnock and 
Hmenlcy? V.'bat has thr Labour Pany 
und&:1- their lealknhip done to put for• 
111vd a real alln"Tl&I.M°? 

They han refused to 1uppor1 
healthwofkcn' strikes in defence of the 
NHS. Tbal ii a ,lap in rhc face for the 
over,,,orited and underpaid NHS workers, 
and for all the women who 1ll'ill have:_ 10 
ua'l'Cl milc:a on public trampon to vwt 
kid.s tn bospit.al beca.usc lb£ local hot1r,1tal 
lwbec:ndoNd. 

It is a blow qainst all the -..omm "'ho 
will die bN:au~ of inadequate cervli.al 
cani:a aaeefltn&, and apm,t all the 
women -..ho •-on't be: able to 1£:t abortion, 
on the NHS bea11.11e fadliuet have: tiecn 
aud. I 

The Labour leadet1 are witch hunt na 
IOCWULI In the Labour Part,: •ho Jo111 
with their local 00mmuru1lca 1n fiah1tn 

cuts implemented by Labour councils. 
When the notorious Clause 28 against 

'promoting homosexuality' was ftrst in­
troduced, Kinnock's cobons fell over 
themselves to outdo the Tories in their 
denunciations of local authority 'positive 
images' policies. Not a thought for the Les­
bian mothers whose lives arc made hell 
worrying whether their kids will be taken 
away! 

Not a thought for the kids of lesbians 
who will be subject to playground taunts 
of "your mum's a lez.z.ie", "ith teachers 
unable to do a thing to stop it without fear 
of losing theu jobi! 

Not only have the Labour leaders refus­
ed to put a three-line whip in votes on the 
Alton Bill, but Roy Hauersley actual!) 
absraiM:d on the KC<>nd reading of the 
Bill. 

When asked by ""omrn on a FAB picket 
in Birmin&ham whether be "ai. cona:med 
about thoi.e women who died as• resull of 
back.street abortion• before the 1967 Act, 
he replied: "That wu thdr cholce, wasn't 
11?" 

Oearly Hauer Icy hb not iun con• 
tt'ITlpt for Labour Pin) poliC) on a 
•oman'• ri1h1 10 1boruon, but alw con-
1emp1 for women 

No "111>ndcr man) •omen have llllk 
f11th Ill the Labour Part) lO do lll)''lhlnt 
for them. At bC11 "'' p:t bleedlna•htAn 
~cchcs tn P11Ullm"1t , 11 •ont !l■bt in 

the b;.o. Whal v.e c~rtai11ly d\t nllt 1et 1 • 
powtivc fia)itlna lend. 

Renn and lklle1 hn~ ,1.11cd thtt thcr 
1an4 Omily on 1hr wide uf ,.,nkina-cltrni 
tniaa)ti - un lh: ,de or 1hti health 

worli.cu 1111d of 1ho'IC ""ho n&ht -,.airu1 
local ou1hur1tv cuu, Women ,hould wr 
pon the cllalk:nJc by Ikon and Heffcr ~ 
r-ri of a ria1it 10 n:oncnt the l.abour par­
ty baclt towvds thole whom 11 iJ auppos­
ed lO rcprCKIII - the poor. I.be opt)rtll· 
ed. the workina clan. 

four women MP1 have lel't the C.m­
paian Oroup in pro1esr. al the decision 10 
nm Benn and Hefler. Clare Shon has sald 
1h:u lt ·• ju.1 anoLhet' macho banle. 

We mull say loud and clear that 1be 11 
wnllll- The inl~ WC ban~ 'll'OIJJCII ID 
rupportina a lcfl•wina challen,c lD the 
preaau lcadc:1' hip far ou~sht any quib­
bles about tbe raa that tbt- cballc:n,en ~ 
men. 

lillulocl and H111cnley have con­
aislcnttf ,cabbed on "'omen. We dcsen·e 
bett.tt . • Svppon Deon 111d Hcfrer ! 

Local support 
committees 

The campaip for Bean aad Hefler 
needs to be oraubed ..-!lb local IRP• 
port committees. 1bb wlll be done 
under a number of tltlea: t1tc network 
,et up from the 'Soclalllt Confe~nce' 
lut year ln Cbesterlldd; the local 
Campal&n Group■; and the Broad 
Left Organlsln& Committee In the 
trade unloas, led by Mllltmt. The 
Socialist Worken' Party a1lo talk.I 
about or&an.lsin& • campal1n, 

Benn and Heffcr will have the ful: 
weiaht of the trade union. and La~ur 
Porty machinery ran1ed apll1SI them, in­
cluding many or the ex-left.uU who are 
now Kinnock's foot-soldiers in tbe Con­
stituency Labour Parties. This makes it 
crucial for the left to unite. 

In 1980-1 lcft unity In the Labour Pany 
was achieved around the issue of Porty 
democracy by the formation of o national 
umbrella org.anisalioo, the Rank and Ftle 
Mobilising ColDJJlittee. The fraJillCilta· 
tion of the left over the last seven )"UrS 
me&DS that achievement will not be easy to 

repeat. · d ,_,, __ ' d"ff--t Time IS short, an socuu.u~ m 1 ~~= 
areas cannot wait until there is a uruted 
body at national level. In Manchester and 
the Wirral, Socialist Orguolser supponcrs 
have already put out calls for united local 
campaigns. . . 

Whether a unite.:! local carnpa11n 1s 
or1anised under the name of the 'Socialist 
Conference', Campaian Group or simply 
Bc:nn-Heffer Suppon Commillee is unim­
portant, as long as it scu about the tasks 
of maximising tbe vote and taldna up the 
&rl\UDClllS with the Kinnockites and 1M 
right ¥.illl-

The best structure is probably a.n ad hoc 
commillcc with affiliations from all local 
aroups on the lei\ sup~rtlna Benn -
Campaisn Oroup, Bnefina, Socialist 
Orpnl\er. BLOC, and other Labour left 
caucu.cs and trade union sroups 

Whatever they are called, the local com­
m11tccs mun draw in everycne prepared lo 
.. or~ for the campaip, on a democratic 
buis, and they mw.t look to both u,ctions 
of the labour movcmc:nt. the unions and 
th~ Conttituency Labour Parties. 

ln Cl&\:h area, Con,tituency Lab<>ur Par-
1lc1 ahould be tar1etcd 10 be won over for 
Be1\n and Hcffer. This means act tina 
peat.era 10 lhe wvd, 1111d 1fOU11ed union 

branches, orpnisin& debates, maybe even 
1;tan.1n1 a newsleitet' to keep Labour Party 
mcmbcn iJ'lfonned on the i sua. 

We mwl cootacl the militants in each 
union, find out how the vote is to be 
taken, and work 011.1 how to take the cam­
pail)l Into lbe branches. Winnios ~Otes iJ 
lmponant here, but 110 11 lnvolvina the: 
mcmbenhlp. A tborou1h debate among 
the membcrahip with larac, well ottende;d 
mccllnp, endinJ In. a workplace ballot, ia 
betlff than a vote in a closed room by a 
few deleptes, even ,r the wider consulta­
tion fOCI against Bcrul and Hefrer and the 
decision by a few mi&ht 10 for tbmi. 

The Bmo-Heffer campaip &iffl us a 
clwlcc to revin lbe lei\, to lake political 
ideal and debatCJ to OC""' people. and lO 

1>rift1 new enerl)' to the rJ&h1 for 
aoaafum. We must talt: the chance. 

PIIN I 
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Liverpool council march to save Jobs. Photo: John Smith, IFL 

The retreat from socialism 
The labour movement has retreated a 

long way ideologically in recent years. The 
new 'values document' by Neil Kinnock 
and Roy Hauersley sums II up. 

Despite some amendments, and despite 
the face-saving device of adding Clause 
Four of the Labour Part} constitution -
calling for 'common ownership of the 
means of production ' - to the document 
as an appendix, the document abandons 
any idea of socialism as something 
radically dirferent from capitalism. 

'Socialism', as defined by Kinnock and 
Hattersley. may ha\'e a few more uliliucs 
in public ownership than the Tories would 
wi,h - but 1l would not renationalise all 
that the Tories have privatised let alone 
bring n~ sectors into public ownership. 
It may have a higher level of spending on 
public services than the Tories would wish 
- but it would not even completely 
restore the cuts that the Tories have made 
since 1979. 

It would Ir)' to reduce unemployment, 
but 11 would renounce any auempt a1 a 
comprehensive planned economy Lo 
1uaran1ee decent jobs for all. It would gel 
rid of the wont of the Tories' anti-union 
laws, but ii would not even try 10 restore 
the balance of legal power between 
workers and employers to what ii was in 
1979, let alone go for worken' control to 
nplace the employers. 

In short. this '\ocialism' would beaver­
sion of the Tories' S)1>lem, only run with 
lcs, ruthlc:uness and spite. 

On 23 March Labour's National Ex­
ecutive defeated an amendment from 
Tony Benn v.hich sou&ht to add to the 
'values document' a commitment that 'the 
commanding height& of the e.;onomy be 
brougllt into social ownership' . 

Loai~ and reaao11 ibow lcsa caw.c than ~· 

ever for socialists to abandon or water 
down our opposition to the profit 
economy of capitalism and our support 
for a planned economy under workers' 
control. Capitalism is in terrible chaos all 
over the world. 

In the 1950s and early 1960s Labour 
'revisionists' used to argue that modern 

Our conslltu•n<> has alr .. dy sent orr a 
mus■a• or support becauso wo lblnk II Is Im­
portant lhat there Is a 1 .. dorshp contost. Not 
becauso of tho penon■llllos of Noll Kinnock, 
Roy Hattorsl•>, Ton) Bonn or Eric Hoffer, 
but bocau .. ,.. think It ls Important to ba>0 
th• a~umonts aboul thr wa> forward for lht 
Labour P■rt} - whothor that Is 1oln1 to bo 
market rorcu socialism or ■s ,., bollnt, a 
worl<inc clas1 soclall<t ■ltorn■ll••· That's ,.b} 
I am supportln1 Bonn ■nd Hoffer. 

t will be pushlna ror local ntnts 10 ln,ol•• 
th• full momb•nhlp of 1ho party In dlscuuln& 
•ho ,., will be supportln1 and th• rtuom 
behind that sopport. It 11 lmportllnt It Isn't 
ldt to ptrM>nllltlos. 
Loi Duff>·, Chair, Wol/asey CLP. 

capitalism had purged itself of the 
system's inherent drive to produce 
slumps, create unemployment and make 
for poverty and inequality. The socialist 
aim of a free, equal, secure society could 
be achieved by modifying capitalism. 

Nobody argues that today. The 
defenders of capitalism just say 1hat 
stability, full employment, and equality 
are impossible. We 'can't afford' even to 
attempt them. They are utopian goals. 

So i1 is admitted that capitalism cannot 
allow us 10 achieve our aims. Yet 
.ocialism is not even tried( 

The bad experience of the Stalinist 
states of the USSR, Eastern Europe and 
China is no jus1ifica1ion for this. Thcte 
states 10ere never 10cialis1. Marxiru cx­
pl1.incd 10111 1.10 that a bureaucratic com-

mand economy, without workers' 
democracy, is not only brutal but ineffi­
cient and unproductive - sometimes less 
efficient and productive than market 
capitalism. 

It does not follow that the old system of 
market capitalism already discredited for 
anyone who cares to study history by 1he 
decades and centuries of suffering it has 
unposc:d on humanity, should be defend­
ed! Where the bureaucrats of Eastern 
Europe have gone in mos1 enthusiastically 
for market economics - as in Hungar} 
and Yugoslavia - the consequenc~ are 
the same as socialists have al11ays 
predicted: unemployment, inOalion, ine­
quality and insecurity. 

Logic and reason do not count for 
much wnh 1he new Labour 'revisionisu' 
They Just renect and rauonalise a mood 
- the mo_od of demoralisation, despair 
and defeausm which the Tories' triumphs 
have created in the labour movement. The 
cha?s, . inhumanity, and brutality of 
capt1nl15m has thus become a force 
pushing tbe labour movement's leaders 10 
accept capitalism! 

Whatever arguments there can be 
a"'!ong the supporters of Tony Benn and 
Enc Heffcr about exactly what socialism 
wiU be and how we will get there, the con· 
tes1 for the Labour Party leadership is un· 
doubtedly, and above all, an attempt to 
put on the agenda of the labour move· 
ment tbe idea of 11enppiua capitalism and 
rtplaclu1 It by a new sort of 1oc:let) . 

That idea is the key to revivin1 1he 
labour movement. It IS even the kc) 10 

~ucccs, m workers' immediate battle~ on 
Jobs, wagC$, and conditions - for it is 1he 
only answ~r to Thatcher's CT) that 'There 
is No Alternative' . 



A fight to change minds 
T"- It 'lriduprnd dbln .. 1o"mr111 •lilt. LIN 
dfr«llo■ or Lbr part) . TH Pl'IHDI i.drnlll11 
••Ii.a co•H••o•• "'"<'Ulloou 10 nu,,. 
rlttrtsa. II 11Jlu about "lndi.ldual riabll" In 
lbt Tbttthrtlt ttnte ,_,ber lbu <vlltttln 
na,lt.1111to•bloa. II 1111 1bandoatd lh• pria­
dpltt af IOIJdarll~ °"d dtftnrt of b .. lt ,,.d, 
aaloa.i-. 01 Julll lht lrf1, but somr I would 
couldtr 10 bt on lht r1abl or lht P■rt) 
dtplort 'llrll Kl■■0cl<'1 fllrlllfon t11lh l hal• 
clt.trl>m, 

By Jon Lansman 
la tbl dttllon •• 1ft nol Ju11 lr,ln& lo 

mulmbt our •olt. Wt alto"""' 10 Ir) and 
thanar lb• dlm11e or opinion In Ibo Perl> on 
1hr llto1dnc po,.Jbl• raac• or tssu11. Wt 
•ul lo tit.on .. and•••~ Ille 11lll11dt ol tlt.t 
P■rt) IO lradt unlont In 1tru1&Je, like 1hr 
btallh Hr>ln dl,pult. \\t .. IOI on tod lo lb• 
•llrh-h■nt . 

F .. a II •• loot 011 lht lndtrJhlp and dtpu• 

CLPD supports contest 
CLPO wtlc:emu 111, C.mpal111 Group's tlffl. 
,1oa lo roalrst llt.r posit or Leadtt and Dt11u• 
I) Lt .. ..- ID LIit NEC tlK1lon1 ud ara• 
npport for TOD) kaa Hd Eric Hdftr. 

Cl.PD pU'llcularlt ~comu tllt Ca.m palp 
Gfo■p'1 latnlfoa to c:euldtr lt.0141•1 ■lllllllll 
coatt■ll . ni- - c:ea,cllln& ......,., lo llo 
• · TIit la-.ul11 IMIJ b adopllat polldea 
utt lllDlt.lbltlq u lnttr11al Part) rqlac fu 
romond from La1,o■r'1 1otlallsl altu ud 
••ocnllc tralllllou. llal for I campal1• fot 
u altllftDtln ,....,._, lo lt.t dftttl.-e It 
__. alaa pn>IIIOlt u "'i£C ud l...ttnblp 
tit.at nppo,U II. 

a._a1ar roat•II for lb• rwo po111fons 
•o.W ••lie tllOH lt.oldlaa Lb- atto■atablo 
la Co■fuace la Lillo -• ... , • lllt ot11..­
SEC ••mlltn. Farthermorr, uaaal ro■tult 
wm udtrmlat ll1t m)stiQDO wllkb Ibo British 
Coutll■Uoa roafon OD Lit.• Prtmt MJnlslor 
ud Lt_.er of Ibo O,po.illoa GIii lltlp 
rtda<e LIit N1n11pliq powtn ol p1lrODq< 
wlt.lcll l11tse polll lltslow. 
CI.PD IINrefo~ ffjeds rkmtvdy the pre­

,.., ,..,.n1t.t,'1 claim that ro■tHlia& 1111 
'<EC ,-ltlo• wUJ 1...-ltahly dlstntl 1111 
Part) fro• Ill av<rrldln& tuk of dlllod&IJI& 
IM Tllf)' &Offl'BIIIHI. ht fact, ortu1o& a 

BACK! 

--., ·~J . t . . . 
: . . . . . .. 

clt.olce of c1■dld■IM for Ille lndenlllp llt.ould 
belp •alnl■la Party 11nlt7, II wouW •ak• tbt 
Pl P take •ore nolfre or Coaftruct llttl• 
1110■1. 

Thr w■J Party tltttlou arr coallultd 11 
ao 1- cnid1I IIIH lhl toalul lltdf. Enry 
tffar1 llt.oal• lt.t •ad• ID l<ttP •- ...ii• la­
•oht■ltal 10 • mlalJllu,a. TIit ao•I dfodln 
•ay to do lhil It lo ,..,,rid cu,paJ1•Ln1 to 
normal P■rry ch■nn«IJ. TIit pollC) luu• ralt­
td II) lbe tonltJl 1bo1&ld be dltc:asxd oa!J 11 
Part1 Hd Lradt aaloa mtttlDp ud In Llt.t 
aodalbl pna. Tbt ue of Ille cepltallll •edl• 
lo promo•• c■adld11es ln th- olerUou will 
!Dady atw lhem ~ opponunhy to ponny 
Labo■r u I dl•ldod Party, wbOH dala lo be 
H allrn1UH 10•.,.meal rannol be llkoa 
seriouJI). 

Motl Party mtmbrn and trade unlonlJII 
... only 100 ...... or lbt 1d••ne dfttls lhlt 
public dob11t of Internal dlfforoa<H llu oa 
Labour's rlttlo,.I rlllD<H. \let many MP1 
and le1dla1 naures, lntludln1 aome on tbe 
ltft, lrequutly allow lhtmstl•a to bt IIHd 
by LIi• mtdl1 bttaue llt.ey 1h1Jlk lht) tu 
mlalpal11r th• mtdla to llltlr owa ends. ThlJ 
bellrf Is quilt mlst1ktn. All II dot1 In practice 
LI lo &In a •tnttr or lmp1rtlllllly lo blued 
ro .. n •• and LO dls&ullr lb• mus mtdll'I 
fa11ttloa of serolaa tbe 111tu quo. So lar Lht 
ludenblp coatul ls tonctn1td, all • medla­
orienlakd a,mp1l1n wlll do LI lo bum lbr 
Party, llt.e polldt1 Ibo loft ii promotla& aad 
lllt falurt DH of Lho tlttlo,_I tolle&•· 

Tit.• ca,apal1a "111 lnnllalby be 
mLlrrpraealtd. TIie ltfl must not rapond la 
kind. Rather fl should boycoll lht media's 11-
Ltmplt lo 111• Labour's lnltraal dlfltrucn u 
taltt1■famtal for TV vlewtn. U II dors IO II 
will ,oon betom• ob, loUJ to Party member, 
1h11 II I, nol lhe ldl 11111 ls brln&Jna lbe Par­
ty lnlo dlsrrpule. 

Th• onl) ,.., 1h11 ls,u .. arr 1oln1 lo be raft• 
td o.nd lhe onl) ••> 1h11 support ,.;n bt 
Jl"n lo 1lru&alt1 such llli lhe bt1llh worktr, 
Is b> lhe C1mp1.l1u Group 1,l1ndln1 for 
Lrader and Drpul) Lndtt. 
John Nlcho/Jon, tJC-dtputy INdn-, Man­
chtJttr City Coundl. 

We nred oomrbod) lo 1ptak for us, 
<Omtbod) "ho fu,o,.s bow •• lrtl and Is nol 
.r .. ld 10 U) ,o. Tlt.11", wh) l 'U be 1uppor­
Lln1 BtnD and Horror. 
Lorralnt Smith, stcrtrary LtasoM·t Womm 's 
s«tlon 

Tbr tblna lbal I bn lount durla1 our 
dbpalo ls 1h11 lhrrt art oat) • f"" MP,, Ilk• 
Barn Hd Hrffrr "bo arr pnpartd 10 al•• 
full , upporl 10 .. orl<tn In 11 .. ul•. •II IU•· 
noel, and Roy Hallrr.lry li.rpl a ,i!iCT"ttl 
11ft■ce . Trad• u11fo■l111 1hoald apport lllt 
campala• 10 att • Labour INdtnlli• 1h11 
J..aow, ttblrh tldt II LI oa la Ilk tlua llni1• . , .. 
Johlt Wel<h, l~puty TGH ll co■tfflor, Lond 
l1n1·,r 

11 lrad.,.11111, •• abnld i,. almlna lo m1li.r 
J.lhu ea 1hr NCC ud 11» ln 011 -■10•. 
t.., It •• lfo 001 att 1u11port for Toa1 •• 
FJit, lhn ... cu !lope lbll HI of lhr cue­
""''" ,., ran win ml roa<U!loat o■ fllMI 
of polll") 111d lht wf1cb-hun1 . 

Wr "111 be Ol'J■nltl■a lrlns• mrrUnp •• 
trade ullloa confrrrarn, 1.nll m«llnat 
1brou1hou1 thr couoll'). Dul Lh• molt lmpor-
11111 lhlna It 1h11, lbal lht cempalan pro•lda 
H opportunity for pN>plr 11 1 local Ind 10 
ors■a.ltf •llhln lhffr .... Con.11latnC) 
Labour Parllt1, In lhrlr o,.n union,. Wr 
wont local people 10 ora■nLI• II lhenuel••· 

Wt "'111 ora■nlM IOfflt m«llna• cmlrall1, 
ud ob•lou•I) we wlll do whal •• cu lo 
UJ(1l 11roplr lonll). Bui lhLI 11 mainly ■11 op­
porlunlly for 111oplr to 11kt lnf111ll•a 
lhtn■Kh•- Wt WIDl ptoplt to oraulse 
mtttl■1• In tlltlr o•• Cl,P'I ud, II 1hr tall• 
dld11U lhrmwl•rt arr nol a .. llablr, tllea we 
wlll II') and pro,ldr C■mflll&n Gro■p 
1pt1li.rn. Bui pub1p,, rather lhan 1peallcn, 
lhfl will ,-■nl dfa<ll•sloa metUap, 

\\ hll ........ lJ to lorr• dlKuMioa la 
t>tr, GMC 1nd lllrouahoat tlt.t lradt ualoD 
mootmeal 1bou1 lh• direction of lh• Part}. 

\\ • wUI bt ctrcul1lln1 a leaOtl oplalala1 
1hr AJ .... ■1141 Objttli•H of llt.t campa1p lo 
all ron.tltunC) p■rl) tttrtt■rfa. Wt will 
product a lnOrl !or marb wldtr dr<Dl■tlo■• 
Tbrre "'1ll bt HP•,.•• leaflelt !or unions, 
parllcularl) lbOH holdl■I balloLJ. 

W• .. 111 be morr Hntllf•• Lit.an •• wrro la 
1911 10th• qur•llon or mtdla co .. ,.&•· We 
wlll nol dtbllt dlrtetl)' wllh othtr Laboar 
polllldans o■ TV or ,.dlo. To 1t1 oar 
ma111• across •• wlll do onr-lo-<1ne lnter­
•lrws. Tb.,, ,,111 be I lol or mttllnp for 
Labour Parl) mernb1r1 and tradt union 
delecarrs only. 

Both Ton> ■nd Cric h••• had Ooodl of 
rorrrspoadence slnre lht Compal&• GrD11p'1 
dttblon 10 sponsor candld1tn wu an11011nc­
•d. 

In the shorl-lrrrn •h•I th• c■111pal1• wants 
most lJ nominations. I lhlnk Ibo r1alit •ill lt.t 
wtll-cll1tlpllntd on thb, ud bt quite lmpp) 
to limp!) mo.r IUnaock and Halltnlr) 
,.lthuul any dLlruulon. But we wanl dlKu· 
•loD! Tlt.trt Is no polat to all lhb If wr &ti 
nomlnalfoa •llkb arr aocldtd lbroqlt., In• 
•ol•ln1 ,.., ltw ptGplt. 

To rnsurr full dlsassalon la •-.rd, unloa 
and GC mrttln1s, •• •ould 11kt CLPs to 
hnt full prtllmlnal') mrrll•CS bdorr H) 
nomination la madr. 

Or courtt, ,., wa■t lo maximise the •olt, 
bul ,., ut probabl) leu conremtd with tho 
Onal tnalt 11 lbt tftc:loral coll•&• Lhu wt 
••re In 1981. The« lrt llktl) Lo be •tty Im• 
portant spln-<1ffs 100 - on lbt NEC tltt• 
11001, on pollr) qutSllon>, on 1hr "11ch-lt.uDL. 
\\ • wan I lo chan1• th• cllm11t of oplnloD la 
lht P■rl) !or lht b11tltt o•tr 1hr nnl frw 
~,ars. 

Kinnock', outlook It no furlh., abrad than 
on Genrr1I El«llon d•> · lit has no coorep­
llon of what ho Is 1oln1 10 do 111«-IINls. 
Tb1t Is lnrrtdlbly short◄l&bltd. Wt 1111•• 101 
lo ha•• • .1 .. 1~ for wlnalna th• aul eltt· 
lion; bul ... ha .. 1110 to bl .. I IL .. lea,' !or 
dellv,rln& M>mtlhtna ■fltr 1h11 1■d •1-■iaa 
furllt.er tlettlou IUnnotk•HDlltrtl<> tto■'I . 
Bffln-Hrffrr do. 

The pruall lndtnhlp ii aol followla1 
1otl1.llsl polld•. Tht) paad,r 10 Ille p,-
1nd SO<alltll pllblk oplDloa. TM) ll1•t 
ducked ODI OD llltlt luan .. tit• lltelllt Hf• 
,In. 1"11 bt 1upportn1 B«na ud Hdls 
btcau.tt Ille, •rt 1rpl■a ror 1tralplfort11rtf 
todallst polklfl ... lbt) 111\t coulJlnll) 
llloto11 llt.tlr qpport for worktn •llo flalll 
batll •alllnsl lh Corin . 
l!r1c Sm,tll, 111,. ,rrw,vJ, •·earJwIJ, 
U lumH• Purt, 
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300,000 coun..--il howes. 
Hov.t\·er heavy the band of IM swr, it 

cannot keep I lid on lhr 1rns,on, 11.11d v1ca 
bred by da.,.Jr and demoralisation . ln 
1910 lhe po~ dared up 40 pe-r CCIII of 
mma rq,oned 10 them: in 1917, only JJ 
per c:cnl. 

The Tories' b1tllr cry 1s free co1.erprlu 
- rvcryone for themsdves, d"l-<ll-doa, 
notlun1 counts cxc:q,1 cash in the band. 
This i.J freedom, ,o the Tories say, 
because It means allowina people lo ,pend 
their money 1hcm,elve1 rather lban havin1 
• bureaucrll1 10 spend II for them, rolliDJ 
baclc the frontiers of the stetr 

Fu from It I When 1he 1piri1 of arab-a.11-
you-<:an iJ unleashed, more heavy-handed 
stale power is Imposed JO as 10 keep 
orderly conditions for profi1-malcin1. 

Trade union riahts have bttn whiuled 
away, so that today British trade unionists 
arc more hamstruna by the lav. than 
workers any-..herc cl c in wrsicm Europe. 
lbc coun, hue just bannC\I the seafarers' 
union from nu blllotlq IU mmibcn 
o,er strike a.:uon acrou the ferry com­
panies. 

The judar ruled 1h11 such strike aetion 
would be unlawful 'secondary' action, 
and tbudorc the ballot wa.s unlawful loo: 
but the bou of Seal ink Ferries had already 
declared that hi~ company will demand 
exactly the ume 10rt of job cuts and 
speed-ups that P&O man .. es to win! It is 
lraaJ for the ferry companies to plan a 
concerted offensive .. aiost the union, as 
they prepare for competition with the 
Chmncl Tunnel; but illrpl for lhe union 
to try lo oraaniac any concerted light 
back! 

The Tories arc ramming through a 
claU5C in the Local Government Bill which 
will make illepl any support by councils 
for 'promotina homosexuality'. This 
could outlaw Joc:al lesbian and gay cen­
tres, unbiucd sex education in schools, or 
cwn libraries stocking books which por­
tray py and lesbian charat"ters positively. 

The Torie, also plan a Jaw which will ef­
fectively ban from TV anythina thll Mary 
Whitehouse finds offensive. 

The secret police, MJS, have been cx­
poacd as tapping the phones of peace cam­
paiJners and trade unionists, vcuina peo­
ple who apply for BBC jobs, and corupir­
ina against Labour governments. So what 
do the ToriCli do? Tighten the screws, bat­
ten down the b11ches. 

They arc still trying 10 stop ex-spy Peter 
Wfi&ht from publishing his memoirs. 

When the BBC made a TV tcrict on 'The 
Secret Society', the police raided BBC or­
nca and acized the mrru. Chil servants 
Qi~ Poo1in1 and Sarah Tbdall have been 
prosecllled for re'Vtalina information 
-,.blch embarrassed the Tories. 

The Tories' Police Act aives the police 
huae •top-and search po•crs. Their 
Public Order Act elltends the po,.cn of 
1he police to pick up whom they wish 
from demonstrations and pickcts. The 
police can ,ct the time, place, and mil!· 
imum numbers for any march or picket. 
New catch-all offences or 'disorderly con· 

TH[ ltJVESTf.lEIJT 
GI\P 

18 £ bn (1980 pricel) 

I 
1980 

I I 
1985 

duct' (£400 fine) and 'violent disorder' 
(five years in jail) have been created. 

The Tories have starved education of 
resources, and taken away teachers• right 
to negotiate their own wages. Now their 
'Education Reform Bill' threatens to 
undermine all attempts at progressive and 
innovative education, to harass school 
children with a relentless system of 
'testing• and to reintroduce grammar 
schools by the back door ('opting out'). 

Unemployment is still over three million 
on the official method of calculation used 
before November 1982. There is plenty of 
work 10 be done on restoring the fabric of 
Britain's public services and public assets, 
but lhe Tories choose instead lo direct the 
money 10 private profit. 

SUBSCRIBE! ~Et~ 
Get Soa,llst o,,,mser dl!hvered lo your door by post 8r1ta11· s death 
Ratt1{UK) £1150 lor 111 months, £16 for I year. 

Name •.. -·· .•.••• -·· 

Addru1 . . 

Plea18 .end me 6112 months sub. I enclose£ To · 
Sod1hst Or11nlser, PO Bor 823, London SE15 4NA. ....... 

Sllllld 3 1 
ex11ase11.1 

....... ~--.. ::--- .. 

Accordinl to chil SffVIIIU, £19 billion 
I, needed 10 put local authorities' houslna 
tock in aood repair. An official repon 

~tlmatcs thll1 a billion ii needed for 
hospital maintenance, and that upkeep of 
IChOOI buildinp b runruna _.o per cent 
short of what's needed. Public tranJport, 
roads, sewers, libraries - all have been 
ten lo decay. 

Most of ihe new jobs thll have been 
created under the Tories arc part-time, 
casual, or temporary, and non-union and 
low-paid 

Privlli,■tlon Is part of the policy or 
boostina pronis and squeezlna the work­
Ina cless. The Telecom sell-off allowed 
many mlddle~lass people and some 
bctlcr-off worker, l0 pocket a few hun­
dred pounds easy aain: but since then 
Telecom characs have been sharply in­
crrascd ror ordinary households, and 
reduced for bi& bwiness. 

In the Health Service, standards of 
clcanina and other services have been 
danJcrou~ly cut back by privatisuion, 
and cleaners and ancillary workers have 
worse pay and conditions. 

Britain's Tory aovernment played a 
lcadlna role in penuadin1 the EEC lo 
restrict food aid to Africa. It has cul Bri­
tain's aid budact, so that now Bntain 
spends on aid in one year only as much as 
the military budact for three weeks -
though much of the aid consists of ar­
ran1cmenu to sell British goods on easy 
terms to Third World countries, and brina 
back a areal deal in profit. 

That miserable ald is completely 
swamped by the 'aid' flowin1 from the 
starving people of the Third World to the 
rich bankers of the City, in interest on in­
ternational Joans. 

Oog-eat-doa Toryism cncouraaes 
racism. When unemployment was low, il 
was equally low for black workers: the 
same rate, 4 per cent, for black and white 
in 1974. Now uncmploymml is twice as 
hiah for black people as for white. 

A major cause of this is racial 
discrimination by employers. Researchers 
put in sample job applications in 
Leicester, and found tha1 42 per cent of 
whiles were offered jobs, but only 11 per 
cent of similarly-qualified blacks. 

37 per cent of West Indian and 
Pakistani men aged 16 to 24 arc out of 
work. 

The Tories have further tightend Bri­
tain's racist immiaration controls with 
their Nationality Act, and they have in­
creased deportation - to 780 in 1987. 

The Tories offer a Britain where all 
spirit of solidarity Is broken; where each 
pursues bis or her fortune, u best they 
can, and devil take the hindmost; and 
where a gang of profit-1ou11ers, 
speculators and exploiters lord it over a 
crushed workina class. 

The currml Labour leadcrmlp has 001 

responded as we need to. It bu araued 
that large parts or the Tories' proararnme 
- cuts, privetisation, restoration or 
market forces, anti-union laws - must be 
accepted, It has 'fouabt' the Tories l'IIJlin­
ly by trivial and quibblina Parliamentary 
point-scoring. 

We need somc:thina better . 



-
'' 

Militancy's last rites? 
1y Jim Denham 

Admlnisterlaa tlle lut rites to mm. 
1a9t trade wllonlsm (and nen lo tbe 
world.a& clw Itself) bu become a 
fabJouble pass-time In rlabt wlna 
circle! la l"K"tnt yna. 

Even sections of the 'lei\' have taken to 
lfritini ~ff the orpnised worklna class 
and lookina round for new 'alliances' to 
defeat Thatcheri.sm. 

Meanwhile, at the top of the trade 
union mo\-cmcnt defeatism is the order of 
the day. 'New' forms of trade unionism 
- no Strike/ single union deals, cheap 
holidays and even credit cards - arc con­
Jurcd up as I be alternatives to 'old 
fashioned' dass ~ruuJe. 

But reporu of the death of the class 
struple are, as t-1.ark Twain miaht have 
said, somewhat premature. The Tories 
have inflicted a series of important sc:t­
blck.s on the workina class slncc 1979 but 
they have not succeeded in imposing a 
decisive def cat . Evc:n the outcome: of the 
Olincrs' strike has not set back the in­
dustrial struuJe m the way that - for in­
stance - lhe defeat of the I 926 General 
Suiltc did. Union membership is down (to 
around 9 million compared to 12 million 
in 1979) bul the unions remain intact and 
shop floor orpnisation is still remarkably 
strolll· 

In recent months the rank and file in the 
motor industry, the NHS and the Channel 
ferries have shown a fiahling spirit that 
puts the cowardice and defeatism of the 
union 'leaders' to shame. 

This rcsucgcnce of militancy shows 
every sign of continuing and spreading 
and it will fucthc:r sharpen the divisions 
that exist within the trade union 
bureaucracy. 

The leaders of the TGWU, COHSE, 
NUPE and the 'left ' of the TUC are will­
ing to put themselves at lhe bead of ran_k 
and file struaglcs if only 10 rccrw1 
members. 

Meanwhile, the leaders of the EETPU, 
the AEU and the TUC riaht arc now more 
or leu openly committed to company 
unionimi and rqard militant action fro~ 
the rank and file with undisguised hostili­
ty. 

The ten burcaucrau, of course, are 
quite capable of sabota&ing struggles 
(witness the TOWU's handling of the 
Ford dispute and NUPE's response to 
c:allJ for a one-day general strike on !4 
March) but in the face of an ups~gc m 
Rruggk the lefu feel obliged to 11vc at 

ne DN ru11sa m ,1a,.r<1 11a,oc wtlll th• 
,an,, I■ Man~l9lff. A can,p■Jp to aapport 
'ku u~ Hrtfer ■Joni tllt ll■n or t'-t 
po11dt, we •• 101■ 1 to nttd to n1ht Lb• 
Tert. II lo■a o•enla• ud can onlJ 
Illa~---
,..,. kHnl:rrld•, 6UCUII~• ,rum/Mr, M1111-
di#ta Dtltrk:t Lllbour Prury 

Defending the NHS. Photo: S. Caballero 
least some token leadership. 

Jn this situation an open split within the 
TUC and even 1hc emcracnce of an alter­
native, righl wing trade union centre 
becomes a real possibility. Socialists 
would, of course, oppo~e any attempts of 
the riJht to split the TUC. But we ~hould 
not delude ourselves that the left 
bureaucrats offer a qualitatively better 
alternative to the open class collaboration 
of the Hammonds and Lairds. 

What is required is a new leadership 
based on, and accountable to, the rank 
and file. 

Some people on the left argue tha1 we 
should ignore the question of leadership 
and concentrate exclusively on promoting 
rank and file struggle at the point of pro­
duction. But even generalised militancy 
(of the type th&l occurred in Britain bet­
ween 1972 and 1974) is not in itself suffi­
cient to brina about socialism. Unions arc 
1he bedrock organisations of the working 
class but they ftaht within capitalism, 
barpinin& over the price of labour rather 
than figbuna to aboluh wqe labour 
al101ether, 

Only a total transformation of society 
can guarantee and extend gains made by 
work:rs in struggle. Militant trade 
unionism must be combined with a 
political struagle for working class power 

I am 1upporilna Benn and Hefrtr to 1<1 the 
Labour Part) back on th• road to aodalbl 
pollclu. Instead or Kinnock who b a11trnp­
tla1 lo ouldo Thalcbtr wllb hit talk aboul 
ab■tts. WltUe you shouldn't b■n &n) IUu­
sloa, In Btnn ■ad Hdrer produdna major 
cbanau the> wtll bqln to opai up tbt dtbat, 
■nd Stl ua on lht rl&bl road so lhal we can 
win pt0ple batk to IOclallsl Id, ... Al p....,,I 
wllb ... T) da) or tbt KlMock-H■tttnlt) 
1"9Cltrshlp It become, It» or a aodallst parl) . 
Ricl11mJ Moor•, Vic• Chair, M,tropolitan 
South Branch NCU. 

and control of society as a whole. 
That is why we need 10 build a new 

leadership in lhc unions that will not only 
live wholehearted support to workers in 
struu:Ic but will take those struplc.s to the 
political arena and will make them part of 
the fiahl to trarufonn the Labour Party. 
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Health workers march in Nottingham, February 1988. Photo: Richard Cross . 
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Where they stand 
Kinnock-Thatcher 

SOCIALISM 
S iallsm . oc . is evil, and moreover 
•~pomble. There lJ No AILcm­
auve to capitalism. 

woRURS' STRUGGLES 

THECITY 

Out to beat down workers' 
struggles. 

What's good for the City is 
good for Britain. 

\JNEMPLOYMENT 
No_lhing can be done except 
w111 for a free enterprise boom 
to 'trickle down'. 

PRIVATISATION 
All for it. 

A,'lfll-UNION LAWS 
E,ncnd them. 

curs 
Extend them. 

POLL TAX 
lmpose it. 

STATE REP~ION 
More money for the police and 
the armed forces. More attacks 
on civil libcnics. 

'WCLEAR WEAPONS 

RACISM 

DlELANo 

For them. 

"Afraid tbal this country might 
be swamped by people with a 
different culture. People are 
goina to react and be rather 
hostile" (Margaret Thatcher, 
January 1978). 

Seek cooperation with Dublin 
throuah the Anglo-Irish Agree­
ment; In the meanr:iroe, a heavy . 
hand against the oppressed Catholic 
minority in Northern Ireland. 

Hattersley 

Socialism Is a aood idea, but 
either It means suaar-coated 
capitalism or It is Impossible, or 
both. There Is Not Much Alter• 
native to capitalism. 

Embarrassed by workers' 
struggles. Voted down a Labour 
NEC motion to support the 
nurses• strikes. Plan waae controls 
under a new Labour government. 

Roy Hattersley spends much of 
his time dinina with bankers Lo try 
to convince them that what he 
thinks is aood for Britain iJ good 
for the City. 

Nothing can be done except 
increase public spcndlna a little 
and hope. 

Against it in principle, but 
renationalisation is not a 
priority. 

Repeal a few, but leave many 
Tory laws standing. 

Reverse some of them, slowly 
and cautiously. 

Protest aaainst it, but oppose 
any campaign of refusing to pay. 

More money for conventional 
armaments, more support for 
the police. Support in principle for 
the Tories' attempt to silence Peter 
Wright. Applause for the SAS's 
shoot-to-kill in Gibraltar. Initial 
failure to oppose Clause 28/29. 

Benn-Heffer 

Socialilm must be put on the 
aacnda now. It meanJ • planned 
economy and workers' control. 

Support work en' 11.ruuJes, 
lncludina on the picket lines. 
Oppose waae control,. 

Fiaht for public control. 

A socialist planned ~nomy 
and a shorter workina week can 
make decent jobs for all. 

Renationalise. Labour local 
authorities should fight the 
Tories. 

Repeal the Tory laws and leJis­
late for workers' rights. 

Reverse them all. 

Campaign to defy it. 

Fi&ht for democracy. Abolish 
the House of Lords. 

Against them in principle - but Scrap them. 
try to avoid any hBid commitments. 

Afraid of Black Sections in the 
Labour Party. No campaign 
against immigration controls. 

Support Tory policy. 

Scrap racist immigration con­
trols. Support black people 
fighting back. 

Work for a political solution 
throu&h • united Ireland and 
British troops out . 
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What might 
theory of 'new realism' - do nothina in 

have 
lbt Torin art not hn-lndblt, aod 
na■.11) Umes since 1979 there lun 
bu11 occulou 1¥hta they could have 
bfta drhtn from office. 

If when Thatcher v.as tin.t elected the 
labour movement had wqed a militant 
campalan qainst them, they could have 
been beaten . If the traJe unions had rcfus• 
cd to talk ~ith them, and instead had 
thrown themschu into winnina di,pum 
and buildina solidarity with work= on 
stril.t', Thatcher could have been humbl• 
ed. 

There ~ere bla demonstration, aaainst 
unemplO)'llltnt in 1981, but for the most 
part the Labour and trade union leaders 
ran ror cover. 

The 11wl worken posed the first major 
threat 10 the Torie1. A ameral strike wru 
bcina called for by rank-and-me mllitanU 
- but the TUC refused to act . 

They refused lo act later, in 1982, to 
win the health wortiu-. dispute. 

In 1984 the miner, embarked on the 
areatest national strike In Briti5h history. 
But the TUC, firmly committed to the 

't doesn't work - ,at on their handl, 
case• • f di even when the ~UM • un were x-
questrated. Neil Kinnock and the ~ur 
Party leaders sat on the f~ce, and ~ailed 

10 throw their weiahl behind the strike. 
So the miners were allowed to &O down 

to a bitter defeat. 
Many other workers have been left to 

naht alone, or sold out before a fiaht. 

Passivity on the part of the labour 
movement's leaders paved ~he _way for 
defeat. Defeat was seen to JIISIJfy more 

The Left since I 968 
Somftime11, as Thatcher appro■chH 
her ltnlh )UJ' In office, she SfflUS In• 
Tinclblt. She looks Immune lo the 
kind of nuw aclJon 111■-I forced the 
last Toi') Prime Mlnlstu, Edward 
Heath, lo ffl>IIID lo 1974. Whal has 
bappaied 10 makt lht lert, '11-hlch 
Sttmed so s1roo11 lo 1974, seem so 
weak today! 

The left l\aj played a part m making 
it\clf weak. In the late 1960s, the left in 
Britain ~•s far stronger than it had been 
for many yurs, mainly as a result of the 
bia up.<urge in student radicalism in 1968. 
The trade union movement, too, was 
strona - ~trong enough to prevent the 
Labour government imposing anti-union 
lqislation. B} the early 'seventies, sec­
tions of the 'n=' revolutionary left -
cspccaally the International Socialist 
aroup, whicll today is the SociallSl 
Workel'5' Party (SWP) - were able to 
smk some roots into the trade unions. At 
the time of Heath 's defeat by the miners, 
IS had a fev. thousand members. 

But JS believed, as the SWP still do, 
that II was possible 10 build a new political 
labour movement from scratch, as an 
alternative 10 the Labour Pany, which 
they ™d was 'dead' . Many other 
socialasu had similar altitudes. 

The Heath govcmmeot was ballercd 
throughout its period in office by in­
dus11ial militancy, reaching near-general 
strike proportions in July 1972, and 
culminatina in the government's 
downfall. Yet the political counterpan of 
thu strenath and militancy remained the 
Labour Party - and it was a Labour Par­
ty which in office was 10 prove as anti­
~orkma class as Heath had been, and was 
to pa,·e lhe way for Thatcher. 

An alternauve 10 the dominant politics 
and idcolon of the labour movement 
needed to be fouaht for within the Labour 
Party, Yet ,irtually all the left, like IS, 
had abandoned that arena of struaale en­
tirely. 

The • ronJcst far-left groui:> before '68 
had bttn the Soci.ali5t Labour Lca11ue , 
wluch had Iona ■nee destroyed it.self 
politically ,.1th the sca.arian fantuy that 
11 wu already the 'alternative lcadcrslnp' 
or the labour movement. Within the 
Labour rany there was, by the early 

Papi• 

'seventies, only the Mili1ant tendency, in 
practice a hiahly sectarian and 
bureaucratic group. Militant 's pro­
minence in the Labour Party Youna 
Socialists and in Liverpool were largely 
also the result of the exodus of so many 
other socialists from Labour in that 
period. 

II wu Just possible In 1983 to tt&ard Nell 
Klnno<k u a ldt-wlna <andldate for Ltadtr. 
Tbt last rive y .. n should havt dlsabUJ<d 
nmont. This tlt<tlon Is abou1 ttnewln& 
sodallal pollct .. and 1 .. d,nlllp and wldenlna 
the apptlli or soc:lallsm to millions. Tbt only 
andldales 1ha1 att <apablt or winning people 
to sodllilst ldtu""' llftn and Htlftr, Tht 
sad lruth Is no one tllt will try, 
R,1 Race, /ormrr MP for Wood Grem, 
Socio/Isl Corif,rence or1anlsin1 commllltt 
mnnbu. 

within the Labour Party. 
This inttrnal challenge gathered 

strenath after the Calla&han leadership 
lost the acneral election in 1979. Impor­
tant chanaes in Labour Party rules were 
pushed throuah, aiving local Panics the 
right to reselect or deselect MPs, and put­
ting the election of Leader and Deputy 
Leader into the hands of the Parry con-
ference. . 

The issue of democracy was combmed 
with issues of policy. The democracy cam­
paign was about ensurina that there would 
never again be a Labour government that 
rode roughshod over the wishes and deci­
sions of Party conferences; democracy 
was needed to ensure that governments 
implemented Party policy. It was because 
this was 100 much for them to stomach 
that the Social Democratic Party split. 

The climax of the political counterpart 
The Labour Party proved that it was of the democracy baule was the nearly-

not dead, and was sufficiently alive to successful campaign to act Tony Benn 
dampen down the industrial militancy of elected as Deputy Leader in 1981. 
the early 'seventies. Under the Wilson and Politically, the democracy movement 
Callaghan governments, many socialists was quite diffuse and incoherent. And lhis 
came to rccognsc the need to challenge the incoherence was 10 mailer. 
Labour Party leadership diacctly by A lot of the Bennite left, as they rose to 
liahtina for democracy and accountability prominence within the ra:Jicalising __ _.," 
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been 
pMJivity. So the downward spiral of 
c1tfcat ,.ent on. 

lbt health workers today thow it is still 
rrot 100 late. The labour and trade union 
111,:,ven,cnt could still turn the tide. But it 
neecb 10 chanae course. 

The Tories have been allowed to act 
••a.v with several instalments of aml­
u·,dt union law - without serious 
JT$ist1J1co. They have been allowed to set 
the agenda of political debate. 

The best time to stop them in their 
1racu v.·ould have been right at the start. 
Rut better late than never. 

LabolD' Pany, mo\'cd into the corridors 
of tov.11 hall pov.er. ln many local 
alllhoritie~. and in the Greater London 
Council, the left tool.: over. 

Thar earl)• intention was 10 use local 
ao,emmcnt as a power base to mount an 
atu~k on the Tory government. But they 
had no clear idea how 10 do this, and soon 
were faced with political choices. Were 
they to be working class leaders - or 
bcnipi administrators7 

Without a clear pcnpective, the 'local 
go,·emmcnt left' retreated from any con­
frontation with the government. Their 
bai.iJII administration gradually turned 
less benign as the> had to enforce Tory 
cuu. 

The biucst exception was Liverpool, 
v.hkb for a while made a brave stand. But 
I.hr opportunities there were frittered 
away by the ,sectarianism and bureaucratic 
leadership of the Militant tendency who 
dominated the council. 

The rise of the Kinnockite 'c:cotre' -
v.hlch today is at least as right wing as the 
Callaghan leadership wu - thus depend­
ed on three things in particular. The 
political weakness of the labour move­
mmt as a whole left it unable to meet the 
challenge of a determined 'radjcaJ ri!lht' 
Tory government. SocialistS in the um~ns 
were too weak to fight the demoralisaUon 
that followed Tory successes and fed into 
the 'new realism' of the union leaderships. 
Wcuncu on the industrial front con· 
tributed to the widespread fcc~n_g_ that 
labour needed to rebuild its credib1)11y -
b)'. mov101 10 the right. Kinnock matched 
thii mood 

The 'local government' left move~ to 
the ri&ht under the losic of its own sst~a• 
Uon. lt1 failures helped sow confusion 
and dtmoralisation. . 

And the sectarian left, Uke the SWP, !n 
rtf1111n1 10 participate in the light within 
lht Labour Party gave Kinnock a clear 
1"1111, ,.hilc the 'h~d left' in the Labour 
Party •as too weak a.nd isolated to beef­
fcttwc. The absttntlonlsm of the SWP 
thus aided and abetted Ksnnock.. . 

The Bmn and Herfer campailJI asves 
the left 1111 opportunity to reorient i1ulf, 
lo li:arn the Jegona of the past and lO 
rebllJ.id a IIOC!alJst movement .. A . fi1ht 
lp!1131 Killllockism Is needed WJthtn the 
labour !>arty. But ii wo need~ _10 bt 1 
li&ht based on clear socialist polnsc,. 

s :t 
Off\C\l\l 
o,,v.u~ ~, , ,-.,, 
~:ft;,. y 
~~ 

The Wappmg print dispute. Photo: Stefano Cagnoni, Report. 

What is socialism? 
If you earn £100,000 a year, the re• 
cent Tory budget will have landed 
you with a nice Uttle windfall of an 
extra £20,000. But If you are a single 
parent, as a result of changes In social 
security you wlll lose £14 a week, and 
according to the Tories, If you're 
unable to manage, your children will 
have to be put Into care. 

That's Thatcher's Britain: a paradise 
for profiteers and a nightmare for the 
poor. 

The whole system is constructed 10 
sCTVe the rich, and in the past Labour 
governments have worked withln the 

IUnoock refUHd lo support the bnltb 
workm I■ ordu lo apptue lhe prt55. Ht 
ibollld ban b«n stralahs down on 1he 
ntartsl besllb ,.orkt111' plckfl lint. TIit 
1 .. dt111blp of lbt Labour PartJ Is llola1 a 
Tbatcbtr by conrmtn1Jn1 po,.., la llltlr own 
bands, asla& ..ttch-hun11 to a•t rid of tllit op­
po•lllon. TIit Labour Party tho11ld bt about 
th• mtmbt111 1tllln1 th• 1 .. d•111 wha1 to do, 
throufh conftrtn<e and dtmocnllc dlKIIJ• 
,Ion. nstead KlnaCH:k Is UJln1 his poollJon 10 
force polldH lhroua)I 11'blch thr mtmben 
don'l aartt wllh , l'fl bt ,upporllna Benn and 
ffdltr la cunpal1nln1 tu makt lht Pvtt 
mort account•blt to Ill mtmbt111 and to 
make II a parly lbat 1upports worktaa du■ 
peop~ whtn lbtJ are nahllna for a bttltr 
deal nolhtr thu ,.omina abou1 ,.bal Ill• 
Tor, pras 1■71. 
K,nn}' Murphy, ,hop Sit ward, Vaux/rail, 
£1/umtrt Port. 

system as much as the Tories. It's a system 
based upon makin1 money by selling on 
the market. Working class people's needs 
are ignored. . 

Where "e have scr~1ce, that meet our 
needs, like the National Health _Service, 
they arr there only bccaiue workm1 class 
people fought hard for them, and because 
the boues thought 11 11aid in the Iona run 
1o provide them. If st docm't pay any 
more, and if the hour.a' chief political 
repr~en1111vc, the Tory ao,ernment, 
think the labour rno,cmcnt 11 not urona 
enouah 10 nsht b ck, such SCT,,~es can be 

taken away. 
To guarantee that all our needs are met 

at all times, we need a completely d1f• 
ferent system - one thatputs need before 
profit: socialism 

Socialism is a system of economic plan­
ning, where decisions are made by work­
ing class people themselves, in the most 
democratic way that can be devised. Cen­
tral government finalises I he economic 
plan only after widespread consultation 
and preparation. 

The government \\Ould itself be: subject 
10 democratic control in a way that no 
government can be in cnpi1alis1 society. 
Workers' comrruuecs will run workplace:, 
and localities, areas, cities, regions and 
the country (and ultimately run things in­
ternationally). And because 1he economy 
is also under democratic control, there 
should be no vested interests to ignore the 
committees' decisions. 

So socialism is quite different 10 the 
kind of system in the USSR and similar 
countries, where there is no democratic 
control, and where, indeed, workers have 
fewer rights than they have in Britain. 
Plannina in the USSR is not on the basis 
even of mild consultation, with the result 
1ha1 it is utterly chaotic, and vas1 
resources are simply wasted. The ineffi­
ciency of bureaucratic planning is part of 
the background to Gorbachev's reforms. 

The democratic syi;tem we need is only 
a first step. Ultimately, once the "orkers 
have taken over society and brought it all 
under their control, classes as such will 
disappear. All manner of radical changes 
in the way we run our public and private 
affairs will be possible. Humanit) "ill b(, 
liberated from all the difrerent forms of 
oppreision it hB!! suffered. 

But socia]jsm can only be achieved if 
the worlin1 class fighh for it, and " 
politically prepared to tak, on and defeat 
the J'Ower or bi1 bU.\illC$1. Sociahsm 
d,pend.J upon the mm action ond m• 
vol\'en1,nt of the "orksng class . II can't be 
handed down from abo,·c. And the nca• 
tion of a mo"men1 able to fight for 
socialism depend, upon the ori.anlstion 
no"' of1h, comm11ted soc1alm mln11m1 m 
the llibour mo,ffllCnl 



Beati g the ce 
start what you intend to do. How, ,.hm lahour 11 1n po"'·er, do you 

n:all) ntabh~h a commandina ros11.ion 
O\U the F:s1abl11hment which )'OU have 
den1<'Craticallr won 1he riaht to ronlIOl1 
\\<'mu t MrtnJthen 1he role of Miniiten. 
h ma) belt ,.ould be beucr ifwe pul com­
m111tt1 of Mr) into Dci,anments. 

You ,.,,uhJ ha\C I~ or 20 Labour MPs 
in cach department 10 lcep an eye on 11oh11 ,.,n 101111 on and to maintain cx,n11ct ,..;th 
lllc trncie union movemrnt, with the 
ParlilllJl:lll.U) Labour Pany. and .,..jth the 
Part)·ouwdc 

A Frft.dom of Information Act would 
aho tip the ~n.:c ~ <Ubstantially in 
fll•'t'ur of democratic cx,ntrol. 

In the nationalised induruics, )-OU can't 
ha" deaed cbainnm. But I think the ap­
pcintmcn1 of Mmmen o,w nu.ionalised 
1ndw1ncs has 01 mall. Because what 
llapprncd to the nauonal1sed industnes 
under tbe Habcn Mormon IChmie was 
that v.hen the wne set up, the chairman 
- Edwudcs or Robem or Manh or 
Mruresor - h d abaolutcly dtctatonal 
po~. 

Tbe Treasury iftSJSll thll Ibey follow 
the a:onOffllc aitcria appropriate to a 
printe cnterpri<e, and the result is that 
pubhc owntnhtp hu become in many 
wa an lnltrumcnt for renructurina 
capitalism on .apitalisl aiteria. 

I am 1:i 1b10lu1el) commiucd believer 
ta .,orl..:n' 1clf•manaacmcnt. It has 
al"'a) 5CCII!ed to me strange thll we 
lhould accept a1 normal that the elec­
torate can hire and rire a Prime Minister 
but th21 .. -orten can't hire and fire their 
mauairmcnt. The naht or the workforce 
to oontrol manapment v.ould be one of 
the mou lipuficant ways of dealin1 with 
thll li11wion. 

The tuk of a social1st u to anal)'K 
when: ~ really lies. The Pren tells w 
the power hes .. uh the 'Ldt-<lominated 

a1loaal E.lecuth-e Commiuee' and the 
'trade union bassa'. Tha.i's the ,.-.y the 
Mall, lhe ExprCSI or lbe Sun put it. 

Bui anyone v.bo bas lhouaht it out 
1:.nov,s that true power in our economy 

Tony Benn explained 
some of hla Ideas 
about 1octaH1m tn • 
1910 Interview with 
SoctaHst or1anlser 

docs not reside thert. II 11111 resides With 
tht landovmcn nnd the bankers and the 
mulunallonal, and the IMF and the EEC 
and JO on. 

If vou try to chan~ thin15, how can 
you beat tho c centres of power? To 
ans"'ct 1ha1, you've aot to convert 
younclf inlo I dtffctcni 10n of analyst, 
and 51y: they've 101 po"'cr now, but 
they've 101 1he pov.er no,.. because ,..c ac­
cept that 1hey ha\'e power. If we decide 
that they won 'l have power, then they 
"'ould not be as 11rona as they appear to 
be. 

In March 1974, when we were elected, 
the financial and business establishment 
wu really totally demoralised by their 
defeat. One of the traaedics of the last 
Labour Oovernme.nt was that 18 months 
later, after the referendum, the morale of 
the E.ltablimment had been completely re­
established. But it didn't have to be re­
established 

They were in a positio, then, even when 
the Labour Government had a small ma­
jority, of havina 10 ao alona with 
whatever we asked. The trouble was we 
didn't ask cnouah. Indeed, "'c not only 
didn't ask enouah - an the end as you 
know it became I reuc11. That Govern­
ment almost ended up in an alliance with 
1hc Establishment. 

AJthouah there "ould be difficulty, I 
don't bchC\e that the Brh1,h people would 
accept an act of sabot• • b)' the E.ltablisb­
mcnt aaainst I clear mandate aiven to a 
Labour Government by the clectoo. It 
would be I tuule, but a tu5ile to be won 
by coruent, provided, ar.d alwa)'I provid­
ed, that you have &aid clwly before ~'Ou 

Reviving the Left 

,. 
1 llr n.11 CD .,_,. ~Kk l.i artnol} 

ldl n wllo •~-e btto- ••ot'albn 
•~ 11oppnl atlnldliaa laov P~ 
lllfftlllp. IJ tu 111,haa mllllut trad, 
unjo11 , NP«fal.lJ ,fni■ lht IIMIIII -...,.In 
latu tht I.a.boar Part . It t'D llllpttt ud ' 
...,.,,.. tlao11su~, ol •orflrn 111rart• • ai, • ....... 

du, call for totl•ll<ld, 
It ca■ ht-al11 to rtl)t■I • 11111 hapl)tned In 

1m-1t, •llf• lllf flab1 for ftfflOCl'IC) la lilt 
Laboar Part) brouaht tlaoau11d, of ■t• K· 
ll•ln. laro th Labour hr:,, - 1<1hlrts wllo 
4ld DOI llmh llltaMhn •• IM lat,nial Part) 
hlll•. bat also .,o11Ultt4 tlldr Partla • 
lbt llrHU "' lh• plcbl Im• O>ff 1 - lib 
tbt Ital bealtll -k•n' llntfilt. 

To •u lllla, 111, nl'll O&W llaf 11 1,n ■■.tr, I• 
■<lfoa . or .-o■ .. , lllt ldl b dhidtd OD m••· 
I -· n- Ii, ■ulhlDI WnNI& •Uh 11ta1 IU • 
loa1 u •• nia a«rtt to •w• .,.tlatr lo,'11) 
Hd Oktllocnt1<alll ""'" .. bll\t <O■•o• 
crouad, 1■d I■ ddoat, 1t,p Clfl ,. • ..,. ho-­
(). 

TIM ·~ •l•n· llrfkt i,,ultNI tllt lt'n 
I.IUD .. 11,. om ... , ('Ollp ■14 ,..,_,, • 
u.. 1r1r •• dlrr,,,..t i. ... abot11 Ito• 111, 
•lrlk1 otdd 1n, ■•• '" " alt ablr 10 
•OTl I rtlrrr la lilt.,,""'. "'PPM tm■iuit­
._. Ill tlolna IO ... , .. n ~ tu ltelp lbe 
■Ian, 11111 Ill dn• tlKru.u■tl) stf ••• l'"lllk 
lata l,ll.,.t.1 ...,1111t111 act 1 I Ila! a.Ill~ 
bw I mud,!, 

The Labour Party exlsu, and ellincd 
first, outsidt Pullament. The . tb~ry 
which l1 adv111ced by some revoluuorum, 
Lhat the whole Parliamentary process i.s in­
appropriate for social ch1111e, for1eu the 
fact that the Labour Pany was founded 
ouulde Parliament and it fouaht ill way in 
by election. 

The oripnal Idea or the LRC was the 
riaht or workln1 people to be reprCSt'ntcd 
in Parliament. Dcspile this, some of the 
1endenclc1 have developed In the last 30 
years of revisionl!m have moved towards 
Edmund Burke's idea that when 1111 MP 
sets there he or "1c then reprC!tllts 
everybody, and the Labour Party is_ sccn 
as ju.st 111othcr prwure aroup. That LS not 
acceptable . The Party i~ entitled to deter­
mine policy and scc that those views are 
put forward in the Hou5C of Comrnom. 

That is not to 1ay that the only instru­
ment or social cha.nae is the Hou5C of 
CommoM, because the House of Com­
mons Is inevitably the last place which 
pressure for reform reaches. 

Of course the transformation towardl 
socialism by democratic means will in­
volve chanacs in institutions, and I've 
mentioned some of them: the possibility 
of sendina committecll of MPs into 
ministries, the pcmibility of having 
Ministers in charae of certain operations 
with respect to nationalised industries and 
so on. 

This docs not lead you to the need 10 
analyse, in arcater detail than the Labour 

True power lies with tha rich 



ntres of power 

Party bu done for a very Iona time, what 
are the neccuary steps for t.bc democratic 
transformation of SOC1ety. I don't think 
you would win without havin1 a broad 
socialist pcrspccti ve. If you did then in· 
nilably you would be drawn into being • 
manaaement team of a system wh~se 
criteria you didn't accept and end up with 
another confrollllltion with the people 
who put you there, which is what's hap­
pened time and again: 1970, 1979 and so 
on. 

We have 1ot to the paint where 
apiwism cannot function with stron1 
trade Wlion1 and the democratic process. 
\Ve &re stuck in this impasse: ~nl~s 
labour is prepared to take the 1ruuauve 
Ind move towuds a transformational 
llrllqy, It will be destined to 1et elected 

Az tlN poUru:./ wtn1 of,,., labour mov,­
_,,, /1 II vlro/ tlurt th, J.Abour Parry htu a 
'-dn1h1JI w1ikh will act/v1/y n,pport worhn 
la tttrr,u1,. Thu u pardcuwly m,dal at th• 
._,,, ,u wort.rs face mon and mon al· 
larb from Thiltdt•. X/nnocl1 has r,pfftid/y 
lli1- a1<ay from puttlnf tM w1l1ht of tit• In 
~ Party INdrlnd worhn' ,m,,r/,s -
,.,,~, Iii, "'1111n, ad,,,,,. '"' Ir-1th 
... "m. With BCVt and H1f/,r al /,ad,n, 
IOllrbrr wl1I ,.,.,. 11 ubaur Parr:, l•d,nltJp 
~'1 t• ,.,,.,,, Of! /11, support. 

"'4y s-n.urs. CPSA 

on the disappointment of people with the 
injustices of capitalism, on the rhetoric of 
chan1e - and then get driven back again 
when in office. 

Labour and the ballot box are suffi. 
ciently stron1 now to dislocate the mkrket 

Jackals 
of the 
press 

Oae tblDI II ttrtal■ ■boat llle lla■/Hdfer 
lndffdiP cll■llm•• - lllty won't 1.c • fair 
deal fro• tlte pnM, 

ne !11110141 ltlH ldck■d ofr ■lreallly wlllt 
mt■dl- ■-- - accuallo• llt■t ... ud 
Heffer ■re "pat It", mlnort■1 Nell I.I■• 
■ock't -rllo■ Wt 'old,fullloHd' 
,ed■lba 11 •,ut II' too. 

MotaldJ old llllot Woodrow Wyatt of Utt 
_. NtWI of tit• WorW 1111 frotll■d 
i.,,iartc■IIJ II !Ito ao■llt, tuqp ■■f■,.. 
t■■■t■ly llala'I Jtl al•• lllaMff I lturt It• 
gd,., II i.-t ldn of lltae ''-■Ila' 1•41q 

economy. And because they arc 50 strong 
that they can dislocate it, unless you're 
prepared to change the framework of the 
market economy and the framework of 
power that it supports you're 1oing to end 
up in the same cul-de-sac ev~ time. 

Her M■jalJ'• Opposltlo■. 
We'n bad t'ftr) sort of K11rrllob mack• 

r■lllll1 IDd l}ln1, Ai Ikon's and Htrrer·• 
c■mpalp 1oa o■ so "111 111, prw• c■ mpalaa 
ef 1111ean, Ues ud dlltorllou. 

TIie Toi'}' p.- ••1••1os Iulo" wlltal IM) 
■re doln1. TlltJ are oaly too hllpp) wt1h lite 
ladftctull IJ■■odl.·H■tlrrslty le■dtnllip , 1 
ltadft'Ulp nippled by ltm>r of Ill ow■ ti«• 
IDr■l credlbllllJ, Ill daper■tlo■ 10 co•rt lite 
"middle aro■■d". Tlte p,_ baro■I lell 11,rir 
llaltlfylq pap to Ute worldq d■u bopla1 
lll■t fad o■ • diet of harld ltom>r 11or1a 
■Mal IIH 'loo■} lefll', 111.rJ'll be daped lnlo 
acttpllnl lll■t Tll■ldurlla b lht o■IJ ..... ,. 

Tlltn'1 ■otltlq 1h11 lttrlnes lit..., peopu 
•on 11ta■ tltt 1pectrt of • n11tuaa aallttl 
wo~1 dua ao ...... t - tltty'll do 
HJlhlDC I■ lltdr poWff ID allot11• II. 

TIie UIWlr to tlab ba'l 10 lit ll1ct, ■■d IR• 
■Dft It. Wt 1ltoald 11M lit• ~I• 10 an far u 
"' ca■ to 1et our.,......,. .... ■cl'Oh. ror nT• 
Illa Ibey wlll ■lltmpt lo dblort lbooe 
■flll••II - lltty Ut dol■1 11111 ■n)WI) , 

Tltt ll«u-Hdfer c■ap■laa nttds to ■11 111 
Ult aeuu ■I Ill d!Jpoul ID pulllld~ lbe 
allrrutl,c ID IUa■ock. 
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How the left united in 1980 
I~ ttl0-1 tM Ruk .. d flit Mobllhllll 
Commlltee for Labour Dtm0t111c, of­
fend • modrl of how lht l.ahour l.~h 
can unltr. 

II •• prollabl> •~• Mst ud •1d.t<l n••• 
pit er llroad t.11 aehi I• 11 .. telln: UI°') ., 
lite Laito.r hrl). l11hlaltd II) ~bl 
Orp■laPT. h ,rou1IU I• ■lmoot , •• ,.., aroap• 
1•• oa llat 1.tfl - C.n,poli• r■r 1 •boar Par• 
~ o. .... ,.C'). \tJDIHI , l•dt ..... el L■~our 
Publl.-alJo,u, lllt lllto-ldl uboar ("eor• 
dla■II .. Coau11llltt ud :-.a1ioaal Otpal111-
1I011 or l.altoar '-lu.,ntJ, ■ad 0U1tn. 

\\e Dlllll'd 10 ddHd ud nltnd llat 

By John Bloxam 
former organiser of 
RFMC 

dtMontllc "lon1u la lbt l.aboer P■rl) -
,-ltclloa of MP1, tl,cltoa ol llu Pllrt} 
tudtn II) IIM Part) as I •~olt. W, o,_aalt­
t4 "" .... 11■p 111 ro1ad tllt cou■II'), wllll 
,pe,illtrs II~• loay Bno■. w, 1nod11tt4 1 
111M or Cl.19p■ICD bro■dJlltttJ. 

W • cnonllaat,d l ■clln - •lt~nal tll:al 

IN THE UNIONS 
By Mic~ 
O'Sullivan 

1980-l "tl'I! 1ml l tan for tht ltfl In 
tbt Labour Part}. Al tht 1980 Part) 
co11ftrrnu and at tht Wtmblt) 
iprcial ronftreoct In earl) 1981, far• 
raniina rtform. "'tt passed to 
dmioaitti,e tbt Party. It b those 
reforms "bich allow the present con• 
LOI to ta.kf plac:r. 

In tho..~ dAu 1he ConMituency Labour 
Part~ .. ~ iolidh behind reform. Ac­
uvius biller about 1hc betrayals of the 
W1lsonJCa1Lqhan ,o,ernment took up 
the llopn "-e•tT again I Labour Govern• 
mrnt bkc the wt one. Nt'Yer agam a 
Labour Go,ernment which ride, 
rough\hod over the labour movement and 
ClllS "-a.res- Jobs and ser"<ICCS 

A section oi the trade unions "& aho 
b111er about the Wilson/Callaghan 
go,ernmern's greater willin&ncs:. to listen 
10 the l\ff than 10 the labour mo,emem. 
Man)' top trade union or!iciali v.ere will· 
m1 to ally tacucally ,.ith the Left 10 bring 
the Labour Party leaders to a.:count. 

W11h tl>e 'Benn for Deputy' campaign 
in 1981 - the ronte~ in >'hich Tony Benn 
onl)' Just failed to defeat Deni> Healey _for 
Depu" Le.du - lhe top trade union 
Jca~I"\ began to think Iha• they had b111en 
off more 1han they could chew. Labour 
Puny pohlleli and trade union11m had 
bcm differcn1 "orld, for de(:ades. bur 
no,. politics was coming mto the uniom 

Tins v..u to produce such up~s lll the 
raiJ,.·ork=' nght-v.mg General s«rctary. 
~id Weighell, bcinl! forced to re,1~n nol 

hecause of what he had done on any in• 
dustrial i<suc, bur l>ccause of the v.ay he 
misused the union·, block vole in 1he 
l ahour Part). 

Tom Jackson. tht leader of the Com• 
mun1catoim Worker,, ntteropted to stop 
Benn spcak111g al a conference l"ringe 
m~t1n1. The thl"ll left-..,ing NUPE leader­
~hip refused to make a recommendauon 
for Benn. In the TGWU there was all sorts 
of bureaucratic manoeuvring, which end­
ed w11h the Labour Party conference 
dclegntioo vo1ing for Benn. In ASTMS 

Tbt Labour le9dtrship should list,n lo tbt 
nnk and filt r■lhtr lh■n MOin~ for phont) 
publle rtl■Uons ntn,lsn 1h11 ■r, nothlna but 
1 conr for 1b1ndonlng ba;lc "°cllll,1 com­
mllmrnts. l his <ltclion ihes Labour P■rli 
mvnbrr> 1hr oppor1unil) 10 ma~c their ,olcr 
ht■rd ■nd lo pul rral -.ocl■lism back on 1hr 
•Rtoda 
\1/d Rlct, Stcr,iary, Birmingham Trad~ 
Coundl and Birminzham councl/lor. 

Clive Jenkins claimed he swung the ,·01e 
behind Benn; in fact hi< delegation had 
forced him to \'Ole 1hat way. 

The union leaders' de1emtinntion to 
avoid ~uch embarnmmcnt in future, and 
their demoralisation in face of the Tory 
onslaught, has no" welded them firmly 10 
Kinnock's new realism. To counter 1his, 
mihtanls must organi,;e m each union We 
musl ~ed. the mmt open debate. 

In each union rcsolu11nns ,hould be go­
ing 10 conferen,c call111g for Cljual time: 
for all candidates to pu1 their l'ie~ to 
conterenc-e and equal ,poce in union jour­
nah. If an i11d1Hd11al membn~hip ballol IS 

called, then li1era1ure mu,1 be dbtribu1cd 
from all the candidates. 

,o,iall',1 hurr.aucnu·il·,. 
\\ c •tond: 

caonllullon on lltt IYat or bo• tlle •lectonll 
rollq• for tbr Labour P■rlY 1,aduulp 
,bn•t, b■ wt ■p. •• would probably hlln 
lo'1 th, prloclpl, or 1•• Party 1,adrr■ bttaa 
tlKltd b> lh• Pa.rlJ u 1 ••ol,. 

Cl .PO Hd Soct•ll•I OrJ■nlKr did mot! af 
tbt hlnl •101, w•ik' 1omr otbtr aroupla11, 
llb MIUtul, J,ut taaard Ilona. Aad th• dlf• 
rtrtal p■rll or th• lrft ad\Ot'l~d tb,lr own 
1pttt■J Id••· Sori.llJt 0rJ■nl•tt, for ulllll· 
pit a,_utd tb■t the dtmo<r■ry 1tnagl• musl 
bt ~lradrd l.nto I Oahl for • worhrs • 
10,n-nmtnl, and 1pre1d lnlo lbr Ind• 
unions, ,.bllt otlltn dlu1n:rd. 

But non• of lb■I oeed•d 10, •or did, c■UJC 
ID) 1tnl■ 10 tbt ArMC'• uall}. W• •II"""' 
tb■t tllt l■ct 11111 II unltrd ••• whole or lbt 
lrfl 11■-• th• RFMC tr,mtndo11.1 po,.tr. 

W~tl• bulcally 110,Ult tbrm1tl•n to what 
tkty dacrlbt u '!ht outJldt ldl', D■•ld and 
M■arlC1! lloa■n aln I rtt1t011.1blJ compttlltn• 
lln pl.tturt or lbt Rf'MC. lo lhtlr book 'Tllr 
ll■tllt for th• Labour P■-r1y' ( !PU). 

"Al th• C.mpal1n ror J,abour Vkt Ol'J and 
the puly lt■do11hlp lnrtrtcll••b trltcl lo 
oraaalw 11■JnS1 1hr lllllclu or th• Id!, IIOYtl 
,..,. m■de 10 brlna tht lrfl••la1 1roup1 
to111htr. 

On 10 M•> 1980, John Oloum, ....,,,,.,.., 
of 1h• Sorl1llsl C■mp■lan for I Labour Vk­
tory, H no,.,dly Tro1Jkyl1l orpnl11Uo■, 
mote to lh• CLPO proposl■a coll1bo,.llon. 
SCL V "anted In lht ~rlod lt■dl■& to lb< 
Blackpool conru,ac, In ~ptrmbtr l 9IO to 
mount • 'bl1 campalan lo 111u11u and 
01111111st supporl for tbt dtcWou of th• 
Brl&hlon conf,rtllct' (ol 1979) on Labour 
Part) d,mo<T■c7'. 

Proarns "'" mad• quickly ■nd al th• 
spttl■l part) conftrtnl:1! on JI May II wu 1n­
nouaotd 1h11 th• croups on th, OutJlde Ldl 
wn• to coll■bontt, Apart from tht CLPD 
and lbt SCLV, tbt aroup, ln>0l•td al Ibis 
st11e lncludtd lbt l,abour Coordlnall■I 
Commltler, th• lrutltutt or Worlr.t11' Con­
trol, lndtptndtnl (,aboar Publlc■tloru (JLP), 
Clouse Four, tb, S■lloa■J Ora■nlsatlun of 
Labour S1udro1J, ■■d, most lmpomnl or ■II, 
tbt Mlllt■at TtadrnC), ■nd lbt Labour P■-rt) 
,·oua1 Soclll!Jt., • 1mup domla■rtd by Mili­
tant. 
Supnnct■ll), lbtM 1roap1 ml&hl appear 

lht samt, unlltd In thtlr dlaenchHIIDtDI with 
lht rtt0rd or Labour Go•unmeai. and lbt 
tlltlsm of 1he L■ bour lead,nhlp, and 1barlq 
• vl!lon ol 1ht sod■lllt fu1ure. Bui, la pnc­
tke, thtJ lltt m■rktdl) dlrftrtnl la their am­
pll1nln1 ■ad ora■als■Uoa■l mftho<IJ, ■ad 
h••· .. rtous ldtoloalc■t dlfftttflC1!\ OD thr 
n■lure ol 1ht political proctM, 

Tht) ,qu.bbltd , laorou,11 amona 
lhrrn&thts until tht lorm■1ion of thdr 
llllanc,, Hd 1bt rHtctl'f combln■llon of <o 
fflllll) dl,p■nlt 1ro11p, 1, ,urprl,lna, 

Far too man) dlsp1nt, rnoluUoi» ,.,,.. 
b<ln& Ouna Into lht ■raument ■ad, "'Ith tht 
IIIIHct' latroduud la "11) 1910. cllsclpllntd 
coonll111don ,. .. lo b• acblotd. The RJ'MC 

I! In dehult und di,rn-,lon. 

~i■llsl Ori:■nil.rr •land• for 
,..,r1 .. ,. • hbcn,, E■ ,t oad 
\\r!-1 , "• ■im ,,; hrlp or1an~ 
t~ 1,lt "int In 1h,· LabPur 
Pan, and tnd• unions to ni:hl 
I'> rtplorr upltalhm ,.ilb 
•orktna du, MICiali,.m . 

- • ~orkt•~• drmoCTllt' , "ilh 
elc<1,d rcprf\tnti1he­
rt,·allahk 01 an, time, and •n 
rad to hurtaucr1ts' •nd 
m•n•~•rs • prhll'l!""· 

~oc11lhm ,,.n nr,tr he built 
In onr rounrn alont. I he 
"orlrlrn 1n r, ,r; l"OUnlr) hau· 
mnrr ln rommon ~ith ""orkrr'\ 
in olbrr n,unlrir,,,. th■n "ilh 
lhtlr o"n rapilal111 or '-lalini,1 
rule" \\ e •up port national 
libtratlon s trueil•• and 
"nrt.rr,,' ,lrufUllh -..orld "Id.-. 
1ncludiOK I ht ""'KIii• or 
"or~•r, ■ rHI opprh,rd 
natlon1hhr, In thr • lallni,t 
•laU,i arajn;I lhrir "" n lftli• 

I or r11ll 1·11ual11, rur .. omen. 
and wc1•I P"" l,ion tu rrce 
•omrn rrum 1h, hurch:n ul 
hou,r,. ork. For a ma,\ ,. ork­
lnK ,·la,, ba,ed ""m•n·, move­
ment 

tor .. lahour mo,tmrnl ar­
,c,,ihlr lo lht 1110,1 opprt\\td. 
•rrnonl•hlc lo it, rank and 
fil,· . and militant •aaln,t 
rapil•li m. 

\\, "uni I •hour Parl, and 
lrad .. union 111,·mhN'J "ho \UP· 
pnrt our ba,1, idea, to hrcoint 
,u1>ponrr, "' th• µaptr - to 
tal.r u hnndlr nr paptr- to s,11 
.a, h ,..,,1,. and P•! a ,mall <On• 
l11hu1ion lo hrlp mttt the 
paper·, d1•fitlt. Our po liq 11 
drmo<rutlrall) ,·ontrnlltd h, 
our ~upi,urlrn lhroukh A nnuit 
(,tntral \lcrtina, and :an 
clrctrd '••innal t dltorial 
lloanl. 

"• ... nt puhlir U"DN",hlp 
oC lllr tll■j.ir rnlrrprh"" ■nil ■ 
pl■■ nrll HunoaH undrr 
•orlr..rn• lTlntrol. "' ""••• 
dcmoNV• mu,h l••II" than 
tlw pr-nt \\ "'1mln ter ~st•m .... ,. 

.. 

,\~ain,1 r•cl,m. und ll(ain,1 
d1•p011atinn, and HII immigr•• 
tu,n t:onlrul,. 

t ur t11u1lll\ for lt,bh1n, and 
1(8) ,. 

• or a unlltd and lrrr 
lrrl:ind, .. uh .. ,mr fcdtrid 
"•trm tu prnlnl lht riah11 nl 
the Proh'\t■nl mlnont). 

rur ltfl un11, In ■clion; d■ri-



MOBILISE 
FOR LABOUR IEMOCRACY 

fro■ e11r polnl or ,itw ... ud Hdrtr 
lied.NI Ille mh1tn 1br0Dabou1 lht dbpult. 
la■ ud Kdltt b .. , lince c:alltd ror the 
rt:l■-mlt-■l of all .. c1,td minus. Bton and 
Htltor 11, lhe •n■O<t11tlc M>dah,b who pt;>· 
pit co■t• 10 alo■- "1111. Tbt. campaign could 
ht~ ■..ldn,t or liw dtstniclion or lhe 
uNar Put,. Man, -pie lllr.t a, .. tr arr 
llfala■-a to. doDbl •helbn tbtrt Is I plact In 
lilt Labour Part) for IIJ .. uh lbe prestDI 
.. rertlo■ la •llkh II .. coin&-
~ Bt.ntnt, r,nldmt Bornborou1h Main 
\l\f. 

""lram■e ••• dnlted la Heb 1 1011· tbll all 
Ill, &rOWJK wltlll■ Lbt orsu.batlo■ could 
l&Tft •1111 Its mm propo,iitlou. 
fu nu dtma■lb I■ tilt pros,w.mmr la­

dadr oomr ra...Ul■ r pol■IS: rn.lfiral■tloo or 
■ud■IOI') ,-JrctloD; drfnet of th• pr-■I 
ltr■ct■rr or 1he "iEC; lht lmpte-otatlon of 
111, co■luran dtclslon oa 111, draftlaa or 1hr 
UD.lltsto; 111, rlettoral colq• (lo 1pllt or 
-•llollJ npr.-d by 1omd; and lilt 
-Uua of lht d11l) of lht PLP lo lmplt• 
-• Part} policy• lo bt ■ccouot1blt lo Lbt 
Pll1) u• lnltrull) dtm«r1t1c In all of Ill 
D'8'ltloa1 • .. 1111 all Ill dtllbtr■tloo, a■d 
•DUat m■dt public. 

Dartaf Jal> ud Au11111 19&0 tbt RfMC 
kt,1 Ip 11 <ampataa tbrouab leUtn, rttolu­
llon, tad t1clical pl1■nl■&· 

n.. U-MC 111cnurally bro■cbt4 ODf of 
Ill, •II• 0bnac(N 10 "°"'r ror lllt Oulll.dtd 
uft: 111, ,,.,. Hlo ... TIit Oulllcu Leh Ill 
loa1 triotl 10 "'• ti•• tr■dt ■nlo■ block •ottt. 
n,, lFMC toatlnat4 11111 map■la■ I■ 19I0, 
• Ill, ■llwqat■t cha,N t■ tr■lk uDlo■ 
'IC!aa p■ll'"" ■I Labo•r P■rt) conltrttttt1 
dtal1 .. .,.., b ht 

n. -• point ••• l&Ma •P boldly >, l 
--.itlft ro,.,. to 111pport To■) II-■• 1 * lo, !lit dtpal• leiulcnlllp, ,\lllto■-ll lit• 
IA-., Pon, ill li111orkallJ tbt poULic■I arm 
11 la. tnulr .. 1011, It wu a .-dlcal d•-■1• dill 
11w "'-llo■-ip Mt wffll tilt , ... o for tit• tra • 
....... 111,u ID N broapl dirertl) (DID llll■D 
"9tp flO(lr(a "1llll■ 111• plll'IJ • 
....., 1\.tn •• a ..... a11atht •Hl~M~d 
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Th• mlnuta of tbiJ mttUna art 
b111lnrssllkt ■ad record lbt 1)-s1tm1tlc pro­
&,.mmr lhal 1hr 1roups undtrtook to lmplt­
mmt. Tb• mlnutrs ■Jso ■bo" tb• proUf,,.. 
Uoa of oulltll amoaa lhe Outsldt uft oa 
•hkb ■cU.t.11 tould roly. For oxamplt, 
F ...... Momll .. u l■•lttd to wrllt I prcu 
rtltU< ..,bkb would 10 10 tbr l0Uowln1 jour­
nals: Labour Ltodtr, Trlbun,. Mllltant, 
Sodlllln Orrlllllstr, and SotlllJJst Youth. 

TII• last tbrr• or 1be1• Jo■r■all art Tro1-
1kylsl. l'lolwllb1l1Ddl■1 !Ills, ho .... , ... lbt 
RFMC bad lb ow■ bro■dshttl, Mobllb• for 
Labour Danocncy. 

Tbt RFMC't rrcordJ aha.· lbll Mllllllnl ii 
u■ldaou Ddlbtr 11 111,■dlnJ mtttln11 Dor 11 
dl<trlbuliD& Mnbllut for Lobour Dmr«rucy, 
~-...-.u lht CLPO ml&bl 111kt 1000 copld of 
lht paptr, MJlllaal Is DOI rrcord,d II lakl. .. ,. 

Therr ""' lnltul .. campal1nln1 durina lh• 
nn1 tbrtt .... i.. or Juuary 1911. Conlll­
luracy dtlt&lltl ..... conl■Cltd, ""' ltlltn 
wnl out, and lht Oullldt urt Dtrl'ip■ptrt, 
1ucll u Socialist Ortanlur, publl,b,d l ■ltr­
•ltWI .. ub 1udl•1 acll•IJIJ. Tbil conctrrtd 
c■mp■lan ••• dt1l1ned lo put ■crou Lht 
ffltllllf lh■I 40.30.30 .... lht only ldl-wlna 
molloo tbll could po~lbl) •ID 11 Wtmblry. 

e, th• II•> or th• conr,noce moll 
ddtaatn ll■d btto eonlllel,d or ll■d ltfD 
Cl.PD liltralart 11 lbt aroup mtt1lo11 htld 
tbt prtvlou1 olflll. 

In April 191 Tony lknn aoaoanced bt 
would bt 1111ndla1 for lbt Dtpul) Lradtnllip 
aaalnll Danis H•al•>. 
Tbt RJ"MC tuppurttd To■) lk■a's dtcl­
.toD lo ra■ for tbt dtpal) INdtnblp. lb 
lt'ldl•& mt■b<n - Rt& Ract, Ill Cbalrmu, 
Jo■ Laumn, lb o;.crr11r,, Job■ Bloum, Its 
0rJUbtr, ... Raclltl IA•tr, lbt Troau.ttr 
_ all b<camt mtmbtn of lht Boa■ tlectloa 
commltltt afltr lid■ dtc.lutd bis ran-

dl1~!"IU"MC co■ll■■tcl to pl1■ u II •■c1 ror 
~tnihltJ, MJ■ul• ol ILi ■lttll■p I■ AprO 
NJ■laln I dc1alltd a■1l1all of tr■dt unle■ 

aftrr■cm and nl lllt >ot lb■l n.,b aaloa 
~'!i, 11 part) co■rrrnns, T••, Ibo ddali..t 
rh• work lhl 1,ritd to k doot "lll•la .. ,b 

d •• 1 ... 11d IU pt,,plt II bt CO■l■rtod . 
,,. ..;.fkd•I -■1, fer u■mplt, plaantd !or 
l.bt Sa,ttl,li n 1c::, ud (LPJ) rrlnp atttl■p 

•trt un■1e4 for"' lJ!!IDA~ 1■, Al'EW 
U■lal CO■fffftNS, 0.WW plam ••rr aide 
for .. u7 coaftnraa, lul.tl ~ la tttrr 
co■cdnblt pl■ce from I.Au u•• tntlla 
worlltn' ■lllo■) to hl,■1 .. (tbe pelltl'II 
m■t..tn' union) lo lr1dll■110■ (1111 llaktn' 
ulo■). 

ne taphulJ plact4 111 lbt ~Co■ ■c• 
tl•llt 11 tr■dt uloa roartrrat'II •• 1 
l'Hl&rll■blt lutur■ or Ult --■ tlertloa aua­
pala•• for 111, nr■t llm• walo, ,outldau 
wtrr nolll■1 lo amall atUldt 1-■J I■ u d­
fort to con•trt lht ,1111 ftw tbow■■d Yoltl 
or racll or tbt minor unlonJ l■to • subtr■etlal 
proportion ol lht ,i.c1ora.l collttt, 

The Bra■ campala• btcuit • camp■lp 
ror 1,-de ■olo~ pollllclullon. nu •btll 111, 
Trlbunr Group refwtd lo back Btna, or 
"btn lit n.rntd rrb11kt1 lrom Mlclntl Foot, 
II 11 ... 1, 1ttmtd 10 matltr In romp■rf.oon wllll 
111, work or pe11u1dln1 pr .. lou1J1 u■comalt­
trd ■ad uapoUUdttd unloat lo 11kt ■ nrm 
poUtlc■I ,1aau. 

Olbtr pollllcal Ol'J■alntlo■J, IUtll - CND, 
aho mou■ltcl propaa■ad■ auclsea, la wbkll 
L■bour Party mffllbtn 10<!11 11 IIC'IJYt plll1, 
Al tbt CND co■rtrtnet lbt Raab ■■d Flit 
Mobllllln& CommlllH put oal I Mob/11# for 
Labour [H,.,ocrocy coarrrraca s,eclaJ wludl 
lloktd Ille lu11t of nclrar wrapo■• ull 
CND'1 c■mp■ta• 10 "·· ...... or ICCO■alabfll-
1)' wlll1J■ lbt Laboar Party aad lbt dtft■tt 
or tbt Wrmbley declaloa. 

This ,ridosprttd ca■palan to 1111■ct tup• 
porttn, bolll ror tht RfMC'■ n,, ■Im, a■d 
ror To■) llm■'I cam,■1 ... Is I ••• lutarr 
or camp1l1nln1 wttbl■ tbt Labour Patt1. TIit 
RFMC brouabt political dtbalt lnlo wh■I llad 
prrvlo1UI}' bttn 101,IJ a peno■■J IMue. 
Bm■ '1 c:amp■l1n wu loautd o■ tr■de 

ualo■ coal•~- Mntlnp 11 eoaferuct 
wrrt htld 01tcallbly lo dlsnal Bd■ '1 a■-
dldalurt, but In r■cl Ibey co .. rrd lbt wbole 
,-nit ol lsturs 111pport,d by lbt left". 

Organise the 
rank and fllel 
By Paul Whetton 

I do not think the ampatan b t11cl111inly 
about aettlna Tony Benn ■nd Eric Hdfer 
elected. I think II II about rafnmln1 our 
commlltmtnt to ,oclallsm, ■nd we must 
go oa dolna that whatever the result of 
lhls election. 

One or 1hc reasons wh) the Ith hu appear«! 
so ,.,.k 0'tr 1he lu1 fC'I> years is 1h11 somt of 
11s 'champ,ons' h■•• ,ho"'n their true colours 
u out ■nd out carttri,u They hav• used ler, 
pohucs 10 &ti to ■ particular po,iuon and 1hm 
turned thtir b■ck, on sociali,m. The ranl and 
filt, however, in bo1h the Labour Parry and 
trade union,, 11 sull prtpartd 10 pu1 forward 
people "'ho have proved lheir 1<·orth in lh< p■>t 
and lithl lo gel them cltcted. 

I I hmk th< campaian should be oraan~d at 
a rank and fil• level by the k,nd or groups 1h11 
,.,re formed durtna th< miners' mike. 

The miners have aood ruson 10 be bitter 
wnh lht Kinnocl.·Hallrrslcy lc■dcrship . They 
s11 on the fence durin1 lht 11u1 ••rikt. Thry 
art <1111 catmna us problems ""h 1hrir 111i1udt 
10 1hr UDM in Nous. 

Th, main is.surs concernina m1n~n arr; the 
priva1isa11on or the tltelriCI)' supply industry; 
priva1isat1on of 1hcir own industry; lhe runirt 
of lhc Brl11ih Coal tndu<tf} , 1ncludin1 ptl 
clo.urcs: 6-d•~ "'orkma, 

If Kinnocl. and HllttnlN .,,,a Ihm llltntn 
cannol look forward 10 any ~ind or support for 
a li1h1 on 1h0Jt issues from •~ t .. d,r,hip of 
lht Labour Plrt) If•• had B<lln and Htrfa-, 
and 11 nm, 10 erun~h um,, 1hcn "• could ca-
1alnly ttP«t surpon from 1ha1 lradcrsblp 

Tbt IHI■ ara■mt■I ii IOI aboul ... II IJ■-
■oc:lt did a■d dW ■ot llo, ~111 ■lloul •~11 • -
u lhc "If lo~. Tho ••> fonrard h otfU 
b1lldln1 1 woRI■& dau, dr•oc,-u,- Lab9ur 
Par!) lbl II te111■111r, 10 brlql,,1 , • 
-1a11 .... 

,...,, lt°ll«loe /J • m""lltr o/ lklff'Ol(II 
:,t'tl, 1•,o1n. 



The malice of traitO~~heofficwlabourParfyNNJ, 
So Klnnockism Inside the Party from then edillna of lhe 'Bain for 
• mt or th, mo.I bllttr tntmles of on. They were the hard core or lhe ,oft wtU th~ Treasum;n 1981. Hit path is a 
Ille Bma•Hdftr amp.is■ ■re 10 be len - or as it would be better described, ~puty Clll1pa!Jn 
found In lht C'lllllp of the so-alltd the new ri&ht They were the ne-,11- lAbour modd ror manY o~ci;;-.. to heed the call 
soft lcfl - oraulsadom 11kt !be Party Eslabhdlmcnt. The ~CC "'te ~ ~i/ allia in the trade 
Labour Coordln■tlns Commllttt ud Hos1ih1y 10 'Troukyi<ts' has become when Kinnoc hi andecided that the left up. 
thr Tribunr Group of MPs. cxntral 10 their politics. Riaht from the union lea~e~~ur Pany in 1979-82 had 

'When it ..,u ,c1 ur in 1978, the Labour 11an, the LCC had been or,aniscd and led surae In I c h and the lid must be put 
Coordina1in1 Commillee (LCC) by people ~ho were 1ympa1hcu~ to aon: far ~~~•were the nrst torallonali5c:, 
preKnttcJ iuclf a1 • broad forum for the Eurocommunisrn Subdued cn1huSJasm bac on. 
lahour Left. It v.n, part of Ll1e Labour 
Pany democracy movement, and backed 
Benn for l.)cpul) Leader in 1981. 

But 1hc LCC •·ere the lirst section or 
the l ch In 1<'1 ~old feel, the Ii~ to pull 
out of 1hc Rani< and nlc Mob1h<in1 Com, 
mittcc for Labour Demoaacy. The real 
1umma point "" Labour', l98J General 
n~uon defeat 

Inc LCC drc"' the oonclu<ion 1h01 
'di<uni11' m the Part) - that i~. cam• 
paiam for ac,'\"luntah1hl>, and anythina 
that t'IIU«-d '°'' much of a fu<s - Wti 
Labour's rroblcrn . The answer v.-.. to 
~lop rod.Ing the boa1 and 10 look for 'nc:v. 
"'•rs· 10 btuld Labour•~ support. 

The LCC bacl.ed Kinnock for leader in 
1983, and ""''· indeed, the bcdrodt of 

Why it must be 
Kinnock and Prescott ---

abou1 the: USSR under Gorbachev, and 
wild enthusiasm about ~uch aroups as the 
South Arrican Communist Party, mould 
their international outlook. 

Now the LCC is firmly against Beno 
and Heffer. The Tribunr newspaper, 
which under Chris Mullin wa, 'hard lert ' , 
nowadays is more or leu the mouthpiece 
of the LCC. Niael Williamson, who has 
recently moved from editin1 Tribune to 

theorise and make • credo or the 
demoralisation that hit the movement 
after the Falkland.! War and the rise of the 
SDP. . 

Now as the old sayin1 aocs, there 1s no 
malice iike the malice of the traitor. The 
LCC and Tribune race the Bcnn-Hcffcr 
carnpaiiJl with the malice or people who 
have: lost their bottle and whatever 
socialist conviction they once: had. 

SWP and the wheelbarrow 
It wo11ld, or co■n<, be a caplhllatloa to I 

tlrc:toralftm actually to 10 lulde lbr -11na 
10 p■rtldpate In the dllCUslo•: far better lo 
10 lo tbe pub. 

' U ~H ,. .. , le puh • •helbarn,w, don't 111 
l• ii'. !',o •141 Pnt foot, Daily Mlffor col• 
■-ISi ud front au for Ute adarlu ud 
o..,,,raatbl s«illlJoi Worlien' Party, u• 
plaiala1 hll ,alicJ l■Wftl tllr Laltolll' Part). 

-'ttenlilla lo tilt S\\ P, Utt tallow Party 
- net, , ... ,, rulallk powu Uta! 
..cialuu lllld l!Ntu k,rp It ■t - •• ... ,.Ir 
lk) dOll't ... , to be mn-apted ..,. II. 
M,mbenldp or Ill• Lallou Pllrf) cu n,t 
)OV -■ia, Hd the mala com>Sln laffu<■« 
II '•1..-tonollsn', -■dtr p.......,.. of whkb 
••• tilt .,_. ICldallrt.t •lll 1r■dully mo•• 
fllrtllff ■"41 fanlltr na•t ■atll tllrJ ban com• 
,-td) altudoaNI -,dalbt priadplt. 
f- -•• Illa wllt<lbamlw Jokt I• IMl, 

Jal u ""' Mihta■I Nlloriol lloerd Wff< bda1 
ai-Clftl from IIN Lallou Party - I• 011ltr 
"•""• J.i • 11"' Put} b-Kf■tJ' _,. 
1t1ti•1 ••tap llladi altdu cotrol alld .-r• 
lla1 Utdr utlloritr. for th< S'\llo'P, t•• wile•• 
.... HI) wut to ...... thl Ille who.It 111111• 
sJ• to dla■Jt ti"' LalHlu Parl) bad llitta I 
complt,lr wutr or u- - about u maeh ... 
u lr}IDJ to rnolullonlle 1 ..-httibarrow. 

Tbe S1oral, lhrn u ,~rr, wu mta11t 10 bt 
lhl lht hell thins lo do ,. .. Id oul of 1hr 
wlilttlbarrow ■ad do eomethln1 die. II II 
polall- 11}1■1 10 d1u1t Utt Labour P1rt1 
llcca,_ II II b■UI for tbe tffllDI pllfll-: 
Ila« 10dal...,. do .. 'I tomt lltro■1• dtt• 
110 .. , t1'1 pofalleM trylaa to wla tbem. ·we 
■red I lllrttrrol ,ort of p■rl} ', Lbar SWP la• 
1ial - o■r t._l a,11 Jturll Into llrll<a. 

T~ 10ml .......... or t•• SWP'a 1<4 
tltt• lo po■r ICOnt on lht 1111 d-OCl'■CJ' 
llr■a,lr lo t•• Labour P■rt) la Ille tart,­
•-ia•ua, prombla1 lbl II c:o■ld oal1 Hd 11 
tnn. a■d l■lff happily roadudlaa 1h11 lbt) 
had told llJ Ml, Th• fart Utal It qbt not 
uu cndNI In Iran II UICJ •at1 tlt.ro .. tlttlr 
0,.11 ao1 lmll••0rant wtlJbl l■to II •nr 
-ed 10 ocnr 10 , ..... 

I■ fkl tbt lbrtftlllOa Df -pit like tht 
'i~"P rrnm 111■ 1 f1r■Ult •t1pe4 pn• tltr ... , 
ro, , ... riH ■■d COhOlfd■dOll of Utt "'"' 
R1&•1 Hder 11.iuod,. 

lat tltt S'IIIP p>t It all ■ po,tlcalarl} 
•tdnl> rwW ■I 111, time. Tile), ban a llleory 
11«ordla1 to •hltll lh •111,.11 worldq dam 

..... :H 

It 1ulfrrtn1 from I IORS•l<rm 'downtur■' In 
IIJ eomb■d•lll' ud rank ■ad nit ora&IHIII· 
1101. nt lro■blt with 1hr lla■llr moHmml 
•u tht II hd ao real bue ■-ODJ roll and 
fflr worktr1; II did■ 'I undrmaad Uta! tbe 
rull ud nit wu ao>1■1 to tl1e nc••· So 
Ulm ,.. ■o polal h•la1 all Ibis ldt wt■a 
dra,ocr■ey 111rr I■ ••• Labo11r P11t11 Uyw■f, 
u II was way abo .. Utt buds or most 
worun. 

lo ollter wonb - lbr llteollt monmeal lo 
the tony ••t1hlla was 100 lift wln1 ■ad 
nu•f•a loo far ••rad or lb< workfna dass. 

Later Iller w,,. lo comme■I, ,.•allqb': 
"d■ri■1 t•t period or lltealml la i•t tarly 
'•la•U.. •• hd 10 11ttr a co■rw away fro• 
lite ...., or tbr Ith ror rur of htla1 pullecl I■• 
lo Utt 'swamp' ". (Socia.bl Worlltr Rrvlt'W, 
Aprll l"7). 

For /mr! The SWP .... afraid or Ute 
Labo■r ldl. 

lh•1Jt1 111111 llood 01 tht ,ldrllaa 1M111 
ovoryone lh- duslcally Mdarln ltdura 
11,, SWP suddt■lf round ■ mlorn' atrlll• on 
lbtlr bands. For lb• mlnm' 1upport rommll• 
•- lheJ htllla.lly bad nolhfn1 bul Kom 
(aaala), duerlbfa1 lhtm u 'ldr wfn1 Odam' 
- uotll they realiud th■t there wu rHI Ure 
In thue commlltea - and lb11 mOII of tb• 
lift came ftom IAbour P■r11 mrmbrn. 

T•t SWP lurdted aaaJa, ■ad wt■l on a 'be 
Ill« lo IAbo■r' lllaat, wllkh lncludtd I aria 
or Hnct■lted Ion ldltn •• MJUlllat ('rttolD• 
Uo■■tla a.ttpt few klaa la Utt Labo■r p.,.. 
IJ'I ••• • • ...,.,_ or , ... rn1 appals to 
Labo■r Party •-'"'" 10 l•>t It ud Joi• 
Utta. 

Now Ibey woke up 10 tile •ltc••ba■t, 
dttlded It wu a ,rry bad thla1, ■ad IHaclltd 
• ,edtlon ■1&1m1 II. 

Ahrr ,,_.. or coudrrto1 the Lallour Par• 
ty 10 be 'dtod ', or al 1 ... 1 too mlddlr daa to 
bother wit•. tllry ro■ad tlltr■sthCI ... Ill ■ot 
•■c• 10 do a~pl 11.aH o■bld< Lallo■r Pu• 
IJ mtdlqs ..utaa Soclalllt Worka. ladoell, 
■ C.,atral CoamltlN doai-■t c-•ted 
•••• "tlN ulu lltlp u lo Id ■ feel for ••• 
local world .. du■ ---■t Hd udtnt■H 
1.t Ntrtl of ■raua .. b we art up ■salut." 
(Sodallat Worlltr ltt•l"', April 1917). 

Tht SWP'1 basic problrm It that they 1tt 

mut tlrc:lor■I ■clMly, a■d work I■ the 
Labour Party, u eountrrposed 10 lnd•trtal 
f1niatr. Co- tlrc:doas, tltty c:all ftw a 
Labodr ,ott ('wltlloul Ululou'), aad ladftd 
t ■ tffl dropped all cr1lldma or t•t Labou 
1oun1■r■ I ('For t•e am llll'ff _,ks I •••II 
be ■ solid Labow supporvr', •Id Pa■I 
Fool). llul It d-'I hold 101ttha •fff wdl 
pollllatll}': la 1,11 tlley ■ndrntood lb< 
slplncu« a L■bo•r >ldory wo■ld ••"• b■I 
ttJUKd 10 draw t•• obYloas conchulo■ t••• 
thry should ao out nd am•as, - too dtt-­
toralltl, you att. 

llul the dhltlo■ thry m1kt belwffft I■• 
duslrlal a■d political ac:d•lty It ldtnllcal lo 
tbr o■• aadr br Ute ript wl■1 - who ■tt 
quite ll■ppy to lutft soclallsb ■•old l'■rr■I 
polJtlc■I acllvlly, Uk< elec:tloaJ, u It Ids thm, 
orr tltt •ook. la fact •••• 1odalf11J atttl 10 
do ls lo lntqrott IJtdmlrl•l Hd polltlc■I k• 
11>11) l■lo a rohttt■I slr■tru. 

or eo■ne 1br Labour Party Is •■■lly rlec• 
tor■llsl, and oftt■ enid•I> so. But the way to 
ehan .. ae that Is 10 n1h1 II, ■ot 10 nin away 
lrom It. SoclallslJ lo lh< Labour Par11 baYf 
abown lb1I tht1 tl.D ND left wloa rl<Ctlon 
campalam wlt•out ucr1nc101 thrlr principles. 
It It Indeed lltt araummt of the rl1h1 that 
)OU b .. e to be naltt .. ,., to wlo ,otca. 

No..-, or course, ••• SWP ■tt dt<ffl•I 01 
1b1 lk■■ and Hdftr campal1• - aot qullr 
1•e1r atdtude lo lht Baa for Deputy cam• 
palp la 19111 llul their approar• 11 
d11tnctrrltllc■ll1 llloJlcal. 

Eltlter 11'1 a aood 1.iaa Ir Utt LalHl■r Party 
•u • Ith wl•& ludtnlllp, la w.idl cue lbtJ 
1hollld arloui,, Jolo tltt n1bt to set tht II 
.... o■t; or It doea't IIUllltr Oat..., or lht 
olbtr, In wltlcll atJ< Ibey 1hoald •> so. 
Lo1kally, from 1hr SWP'1 polat or ,1 ... , 11'1 
• Nd Utlq Ir tbt LalHl■r Party ■o- to tbt 
Ith, u ■ ••• a,.<ntloa er wol1lrn will Ila•• 
to ltor■ •o• awr■I II Is. 

11■1 II'• ■ot Jut u mo,1ca1 ••~•: 11·1 
also oppcwtaalal. Tllt1 do■ 't 1pdl oot •hl 
thtlr 'lt■•t lbe Lolloar Party' polley ffillb 
-• <••• If we all lea., lite Labo■r Part> 
tben wollld lie no dluc,, or tlwtl•, ... 
Hd Htfftr, wOllld tlltft?), INc■ue t would 
IBIK lltta a■,-plllar . 



socialism means freedom 
11111 brcekdown or the authority or lh 
s:i~i« Union produced a d~elopm c 
.tikh ,rvtrtlY luted the commitment en} 
tilt ubo_ur Pany to those struaalina r~r 
rr«dom m East~rn Europe - the Poli&h 
•·orlcrs' formation ?f Solidarity. lt .,,,15 dttr 1h11 the o~lictal trade unions In 
poJand v.-cre basically adJuncu or the 
siatt, and in\trumcnts or the Party hicrar-
dlY- . 

lbc l'orkc_rs in Poland v:·anted I trade 
vttlon organ~tton of the.tr ov.n 1'1hich 
1115 trte and tndc1>1:ndcnt of the State and 
the Plll'IY, and "-hlch they could control 
ibcmsch·t!I . The fact that the Church or 
II leL<1 5C?me Of I.he priests, supponed 
Solicw1tY m no wa) dctra~ts from the im­
panancc of the development, neither docs 
ti ma~e the_ m_ovcmcnl of ~rkcl"! basical-
1, antl-soc1ahsl as some, mciuclina lcft­
•inl 1r1de union l_eadcrs, have suucsled. 

V,bcn I first rB.ISed the matttt or sup-
port for Solidarity on the NEC, I had a 
tnmcndous struglc to 11ct my resolution 
ICIXIJltd. Some of my natural allies op­
p(lltld il and one t~c union membtt sug­
acsicd that Soltdartty was not a real union 
but a breakal'ay, and therefore it could not 
be supponed. 

I raninded him tha1 he himsdf had sup­
portcd an unofficial movement, in the 
Seamen's Defence Movement, in his own 
union ycan before. That movement had, 
11 one stage, talked of formina a new 
llllion and I v.-u one of those who urged 
them to remain in the NUS and fight lo 
c:bangc it because they bad the opportuni­
l) to do so. In Poland such opportunities 
did not exist and the workers had to forge 
nc,1 instruments to make any progress. 

The NEC were proved right in giving 
their support 10 Solidarity and that was 
particularly underlined when the miners' 
strike took pla.cc. 

The Polish Government, like the South 
African Government, c,q,orted coal to 
this country during the strike. The 'of­
ficial' umons (Solidarity had been sup­
pressed) did not object and Arthur 
Scarpll and the NUM leaders had to make 
• nrong protest to the head of the Polish 
Government. 

In a foreword I wrote in a pamph!et 
issutd b) the Eastmi European Sohdar1ty 
Campaign titled TM British Labour 
Momntnt and Oppression in ED;Sterri 
~"!0/Jt, I made it clear that i~ my VIC':" 

11 
u impossible 10 create a soc1al1St sooety 
•illlout freedom. Socialism and freedom 
arc indivisible. Socialism means 1~c 
0o•cring of the human spirit, not ilS 
dtstruction. Yet in parts of the world, op­
JJreaivc measures have often been_ •~ken 
a&airu1 critics in the name of soc1afum. 
Such actions arc a blot on the name of 
IOCialism and have held back the progress 
of lbc ~-orkers' movement in Western 
Eliropc for decades. · 

M~y trade unionists and worke,:s tn 
lhc West who over the years h.avc aamed 
hard-won democratic rights and fiaht to 
pr01ea them sometimes unsucccufully, 
look II what happens in the so-call~ 
'IOcialist' countries and say. ' If th• 1 is 
IOCiaJum, we want no part of it'• 

',\ tthm the Labour movement th~rc ar:~ 
how."C~r a ttny minority "'ho conunue 
U,c in the p~t. They defend just ab_o~t 
~cry acuon of the Soviet leaden, bche• • 

Excerpts from Eric 
Hetter•1 book 
'La • bour•s Futures 
SoclaU1t or SDP Mark 
2r 
Ina \hat In_ doina 10 they are pro1cctin1 the 
Sovm Uruon from capilalht forces inter , 
nail:; and from hostile capitali~t elements 
outside. 

Becau~ SoVlct diplomats and vuitors 
from the Sov1c1 Union tend to meet 
predominantly with trade unionish and 
politicians "'ho hold these views, they gel 
the wrong lmprcS!lon of how their coun­
tri~• . policies arc perceived outsldc. 
SoCJaltsts \hould al all times auempl to 
put the record straight . 

O1oideu1 aroupi and ind,.·idual• ~~ 
Ina democratic chanaes ihould rc..che the 
support of socialists in the Western 
capitalhl countries, even ir ,., do not 
alwavs fully or even partly agree wuh their 
polit;cal Ideas or po,uions. 

To give ,uch support docs not mean 
that one ts sidina with tho.\e reactionaries 
who wl\h to create ronfrontatlon and 
po~iblc war. 

Unfonunatcly, the Soviet and other 
Cast European communist leader~ arc 
hclpina the reactionary forces _b.Y their ac­
tions aaalns1 those who arc cnucal of the 
recime,. They arc, of cour,c, protccuna 
their own privilcacd positions. 

If free and open debate too~ place in 
these socielics, the people would demand 
changes, jusl a., they did during the Poli\h 
Solidarity upsurge, the Hunaarian revolu­
tion and the C,e.:ho, lovalidn Spring. 

Workers' democracy: Solidarnosc in session 

An agenda for socialism 
Socialism is hardly mentioned by the 

current leadership and a socialist society is 
not the objective beln11 advanced. What 
1hcn should be the strategy or those who 
do believe in creatina a socialist society 
with a Labour Government as the instru­
ment of change? 

We must not, in the face of this rcv1-
slonism, keep our heads down until 
Labour is elected. We must openly arauc 
for the public ownership of the banb and 
the land· the abolition of the House of 
Lords and all the priviteacs that ao with it: 
the rcnationalisauon of those publicly-
0 .,, ncd tnd_ustrics wh_ich have b~n 
privatised '/lltthou1 massive compcnalton 

and pmsibly in omc cases \\tthou1 an) 
compensation at all; the rcdu~1ion o r 
hour~ without loss of pay to even lower 
than a 3S hour week; the repeal of all anti­
trade union legislation and re.toration o f 
legislation &ivina ,.orker1 rights thC) 
previously enjoyed: and a S}\tem of cc­
nuinc workers' management in industry, 
along the lino outlined by G.D.H Cole 
and OU\crs. 

We should also campaian for the riJlll 
to a free press, the fint .iep 10 thl.!o bcinll 
lq1sla1ion for the riah1 of replv; full 
freedom of infonnation to the workers Ill 
lndu1tr)', but also to all citiLcns thro1Jih a 
freedom or lnfonna1ton Ai.."t "'hkh would 

..... 1 , 



111.c the m)'51ct) out of Govcrnmm1: thtt 
dc:mocrnrn11ion or th.I! Civil Service, and 
tho P<>hl-c: and • ,o,,ah I forc:ian pohq 
th 1 1 d1 1inc1"~ and ncu1r111,1, "'hich 
ckarly ,ho"s 1h11 "c do not a.:cepl the 
heeemnn\ of ci1hcr Ml"'"'" or 
\\a hmgtl'n 
r~ arc 1hi, r,•hc,cs ,-h1ch the lcfl 

must ron11nue 10 11<1'o.:a1c, with mu• 
1mum Vl~ur. rn 1hr run up to th,· "~" 
elect Ion. In 1dJ111on "''C ,hould be 11r11urng 
in,lde 1hc l'orL\' lorn number of or1an1sa 
llt>1ul Sl!DIClllf' , hr 1ly. "" <hould call on 
the Pan, 10 build brnnchcs in c,er} fac• 
ll•r,. ""r\.,hop, nunc, cons1ruc1ion site 
and 01 fr,·c r1,1on bronchelt wen: oarttd 
b~ the Party a fc" 

0

yc1r< 1110. hul h■--c not 
\Ct bttn \lgnrou h pur,ued 

!,ccpnJll' the P~rt\ mu11 ~riou\lY con• 
"dcr 1hc Jemocr111,· rnv,,hemcnt of all 
the mcml1'rsh1('1 rn t>oth cl...:tion, and the 
d~'Clc>pmenl ol r,1lie). At the moment 
par11.:ip111on m l'l''lit) •making 1• \CTI ra1 
ch~ end could ~ grcatl) 1mpro,·cd. 

fh1rdl), "e mu,1 emphasise the impor• 
tana i,f rnvoh ina bl•~\. and Asian people 
Ill the \\OIi. or lhe Party, Thal means BP · 
poin1rn11 lull, 11111~ organr•rrs in this area 
and 1orn1 bcwnd the r=ent policy of 
sauna up Flhni,.: \hnont> Commiuccs. I 
~lrc,c the bloc\. and A.<1an comrade\ 
must ha,c d1rrc1 r.-pr~enta11on on the 
NEC 

f-'ourthl)', the Pan~ must butld a mas, 
mem~rsh1p, "'llh the obiccuvc of having 
panv groups "11hln the branches in every 
~trttt nod blod of nats in the country. 

Fifthl) end finall), "'' should point out 
lhat the time has come 10 create a really 
cffcctl\c poli11cal cduca11on programme. 
fhis •hould not be o,okly concerned with 
oraanrirn1 "or\. for elections, but with 
teai;hrni; the poh11cal theory of socialism 
and de,cloprn1 the organisation to put 
that theol') into cflo:1. Since the demise of 
1he NCLC there has not b~n an cffcct1\"C 
~oc1ahst cdu.:ational organisation , and the 
Pan) ~hould mo,·e quickl, 10 create one. 

The Bl■<k -llon•' position Is "" support 
Ben■ and Hofftt btt■an they support black 
peoplr W • art lloldln& uuo to our 1ocl■ll1t 
prianplh and lb.al b •by •• art undtr ■t• 
uid. from Kla■ock a■d H■tter<le,. but•• 
b••• ■ho t■ld ll1at the ,i■tform or Benn and 
Hfffrr m .. 1 bt •11ttlfkall) a■ll-racbt and 
llley m11>t lndudt Blad Stttlon 1peaktn at 
tlwlr m..,Unp. 

We are dbc•ul~ •• tbt ... , tbe mrnnl 
,,..cu,.blp h•• coaformed 10 Thatclwr'1 
•1,.,d■, Tbts mea,u the abondo■menl of 
blaclo as an tltcto,.J llablllt), 

L•bour PorrJ Block S,ct/oni 

The amplicn 10 tltc:1 Bena and Hdfrr ,1 .. ~ 
110Clallab a boooi In the anions .. ••II u the 
Labour Part) , Tht lndonhlp of the NUT 
ha,, tttrntod fron, the Tories Iii« K11■ock 
b .. done. Tuell•" .. ho 1'Ht lo l'Clist the 
icnernrMnt ,.,n be supponln1 tbr Btnn­
lldfrr r■mp911n. 
AndJ Du.on, .VUT EC m,mb,r, Gr~attr 
WancJr,n,r. 

II'> 1 &ood tbln& and I hop, lhe le■cher,i ,.UJ 
10 lo tlltor •■rd mtttln1• and •ole for Benn 
■ad fftH<r. 11.f■n) people In Harl■&•Y ■n, frd 
up -r~ lht l.abour P■ny 1'h0 lhty - u lht 
- -•~I•& lht .... Hd alladlloa lhtm. 
H■pdull) lht llen•Htfftr caapalcn will 
••kt It rlnr 111,,.. art ll•o ""''"'"' Lalloar 
Part• ■ad IIIIUI) art n1hll■& bwk ■11h111 
•llal IU l..allour Part) did bt..,, Th,n, lo a 
•..-cl for I rrtro■pmml of Ille ldl ■ad I~ 
r-p.uaa "Ill pro,tdt 11111, 
Tony BrodmtUt, l«M•n. ll11r1r11,, ,'il/T, 

'Revolutionary reformism' 
If second chambers have proved so 
obstructive to progressive policie~ rhen 
why do democratic socialists believe that 
mdalism in Britain con ~ achieved 
throuri)t Parliament 7 

It 1s a qucs1ion which those on the left, 
who ore democratic socinfots, but who 
believe in revolutionary socialist policies, 
cannot avoid facing up to. 

There have bttn plenty of examples 
where democratically elected, progressive 
sociahst governments have been over­
thrown by force. Hitler destroyed 
democracy in Germany, Mussolini in Ita­
ly, Fronco in Spain, the colonels in 
Greece, the military in Turkey. 

Unfonunatcly, in most countries in the 
world, democracy is weak and dictator­
ship is strong. Democracy under ccnain 
circumstances could be destroyed here but 
labour will never do anything to m­
dangcr it. 

We arc opposed to the use of force to 
remove opposing political forces and the 
only occasions on which labour might 
resort 10 i1 would be in 1he defence of 
democracy, as the A.us1rian socialists did 
when they fought to try 10 preserve 
dcruucracy in their country in 1934. 

The labour Party is not a pacifist party 
and there arc occasions when onti­
democratic forces have to be dealt with in 
a democratic society. But it is cssenltal 10 
make sure 1ha1 in the process aU the basic 
democratic rights of the people are pro­
tccled. 
The type of policy required as what I have 
described for want or a bct1cr phrase 
'Revolutionary Reformism'. To some ex­
tent Cole was the prccunor of that con 
ccpr, ah hough he never used the phrase. 

In 1954, he wro1c a pamphlet published 
by the Ntw Statesman and Nation m 
which he said: 

"This pamphlet h about Socialism, by 
11-h1ch l mean a society without class, and 
not one in which a new clu, structure has 
replaced lhe old. 

"It is not abou I the policy 10 be follow­
ed by a Labour Govcmmcnl which is not 
seeking 10 e:.tablish a classless society, but 
only to nationalise a fc" more indusLries 
and add a few more pieces 10 the equip­
ment of the Welfare State. It 1s an attcm(lt 
10 indicate a way of action for those 
suciah,ts "'ho feel a sen~ of frustration 
because to them Socraliim mean1 
,omething radically di rtcrcnt from I he 
management of the Wcllarc State,, 

"If we mean to constitute a really 
democratic society, permeated by the 
spirit of social equality, we snail have to 
lind ways of rcpl~ing old i,nccntivcs of 
fear and habit with new inducements 
more consistent with the recognition of 
equal human rights ... 

"Social ownership is only half the bat­
tle; the other half is real panicipation by 
the workers in control - not only at the 
top, but at every level from the work 
group upwards. By panicipauon I do not 
mean merely consultation; I mean real 
control." 

At the moment, despite the new NEC 
document on social ownership, we are 
neither being offered real social ownership 
nor real control by the workers With the 
concept of 'new panncrship' we are back 
in the realms of Gaitskell's pamphlet, In­
dustry and Nationalisation, Tony 
Crosland's Tht Futu" of Socialism, 
John Strachey"s Conumporary 
Capua/ism and the Pany Policy State• 
ment of 1957, Industry and Society, 
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diJtCtiOO ~ which II ~ aoina. Is it 10 re~ 
1111111 a blSlcally SOCl!i111t pany • or is it to 
t,e(OIDe I tort of Social Democratic Part 
Mafk 27 Th~ signs arc that it u movlni i~ 
ihe latter direction. For a short period 
,ner the leadership election the direction 
Ille party was t!kina was. not clear. The 
elccuon of the Dream Ticket' was sup­
ooied to b_c a balance between right and 
kn and this C?nfuscd m_any people. 

Bul very qwck.ly, at hi1hcr levels ir not 
at ,rass-roots, the Party was tilted to the 
riahl• 

5ome o~ the left began to talk about the 
u,de~ bem& captured. by the right, that 
Neil Kinnock was • prisoner who needed 
savina from those on the Shadow Cabinet 
around him. 

Al of ~his ~ very interestln1 at the 
tilllC, but m the light of subsequent events 
it was irrelevant. The membership has 
now clearly been told that the Party ls 
111ovina in a new direction. 

It could, of course, be movina 
nd~ays, upwards or downwards, rctain­
inl the same political positions but 
puslung for them in a different way. But it 
u not; the move is rapidly right-wards. 
The position advanced by Hobsbawm and 
other Euro-communists like Bob 
Ro•'lhorn and Dave Prescott is, in 
CIICIU", a revision to the type of argument 
for I aovernmcnt or 'national unity' put 
forwl!d by the Communist Party towards 
the end of tbc Second World War when 
the party leadership argued that such a 
go,=ent should include 'progressive' 
Tories like Churchill and Eden. 

II also draws heavily on the politics and 
expcrialcc of the Italian Communist Par­
ly, the PCI, whose search for a 'historic 
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c1mpromiJc' with sections or 1he rulina 
ct. ass hu been a governing strateoic objcc-•vc ., 

pJt•vc. the arcatcst admiration for the 
• It II a acnuinc mass party or the 1!all~ workin1 class. Bui to trarulatc the 

511~~llon they race In Italy directly into a 
Bnush context ls II major mistake. It lg• 
n~rcs the vital asset which Hobsbnwm ad­
mits. Labour has: 'The capacity to win an 
election and form a aovernmcnt sinalc­
handcd'. 

II is tha1 asset which cau~cd Labour in 
the late _1930s 10 reject the Popular Front, 
and Y.h1ch made Labour go all out for 
(?ovcrnment in 1945 instead or 1hc 'na­
tional unity' administration advocated by 
the CP. That asset mu~, today be the cor­
nerstone or Labour's forward thinking. 

It 1s the pessimism or Eurocommunists 
like Eric Hobsbawm which I ftnd most 
deprcssina. For them, the strugale for 
social(""' must be postponed. 

Their constant theme is that the central 
task racing the workers' movement is the 
removal or Thatcher. What replaces her is 
of_ SCC!Jndary importance. I argued against 
thlS VJCW as far back as 1975 when in an 
article 'Two Labour Parties or One?' for 
the Political Quarterly, I wrole: 

'The left view is 1hat the crisis of 
capitalism must be the occasion to in­
troduce socialist measures and move 
towards a classless, egalitarian society. 
This is the very opposite of those who say 
"Get the crisis over first, then move 
towards socialism later". The face is that 
once the immediate crisis is over and the 
pressure is off, then the opportunities for 
getting measures through which can lead 
towards socialism are lost and it becomes 
more difficult a1 a later stage.' 

Hobsbawm's views on the prospects for 
socialism arc founded on a belief that 
class politics arc no longer key in the 
struggle. Whilst he has highlighted impor­
tanl changes in the structure or the work­
ing class in recent years which need to be 
taken into account in Labour's campaigns 
and policies, I believe he and the olher 
Eurocommunists arc quite mistaken in 
cmphasisina what they see as a fall in the 
importance of the workers' movement. 

Labour must certainly bring its pro­
paganda and mclhods up 10 dale by tak­
ing into account the shirt from manual to 
white collar and service jobs wi1hin the 
working class. II must not, however, 
abandon its basic class orientation. If 11 
docs the core or its base or support will 
disappear and it _will ~ little d.i_fferent 
from other rcforrrust capitalist parties. 

Eric Hobsbawm 
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International solidarity: French 'Timers 
back British miners 

Fight in EEC 
Not all European countries arc in the 
EEC, and some have no wish or intention 
to join. This is the case with most or the 
Scandinavian countries as well as All5t.ria 
,nd Switzerland. One cannot ignore the 
EEC, it is a fact or lire which affects our 
legislation and our political and personal 
lives. I believe we should work for 
socialist and working class interna­
tionalism in Europe without making the 
EEC a major issue of contention at the pre­
sent time, even if some of the European 
Socialists wish to do so. 

I am not saying here that the Party 
should abandon its position on withdrawal 
from the EEC, that is still essential. But I 
do believe that we should step up attempts 
to bring the left together in all pans or 
Europe to fight in the EEC on the Council 
of Europe, and in all wider European 
organisations for nuclear disarmament, 
the phasing out of nuclear power, greater 
control over the multi-nat1ona1S, con­
certed aid to the Third World and working 
class unity in action throughout the Euro­
pean trade union movement. 

In 1980, the Labour Party issued 
another pamphlet, The Dilemma of 
Eurocommunism which, though noy, 
bypassed by certam events, docs not da1c 
in its essentials. 

Part of its message is that in the EEC it 
is important that the industrial and 
political working class movement should 
as far as possible, join toge1her in action 
to liaht the multi-nationals and to put for­
wa~d an internationalist perspective. 
Though this will not be easy ii must in my 
view, be tackled. British socialism cannot 
build II wall around itself or solvt ii, 
political and economic problems in isola­
tion. The movement should enter imo 
iiscussions with all sections of the labour, 
IOcialist/communisl movements in the 
EEC at the earlics1 pos5iblc moment and 
at all levels. 

There arc some posi1ivc discussions 1hat 
~an take place immediately. not on the 
basis or defending the Common Market 
by discwsing the best way to optra1e the 
cap1talis1 system Y.hich exists in the coun­
tric~ of the EEC, but on the basis of what 
acuons we can take in all the EEC Coun­
lries to spotlight trade union solidartt) ad· 
vocatina socialist policies which stretch 
acros5 national boundaries. 

PaHll 
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"' • ,J Ca noni IFL The London Labour Party: a black socialist denounces those who want to ban Black Sections. Photo St.,ano g ' 

An open, democratic party 
StrongC'I' because of people like the 

Liverpool Councillors, the miners, and 
the black communities who stood up for 
their rights. 

1 sec from the pras that the Labour Coor­
dinallna Committee is holdln1 its Annual 
Meetiq in Uverpool tomorrow, and the 
SecRlU1 uys it has 1,000 members na­
tionally. Whether it is rcaistcred or not , 
the tnllh ii aurcly Ulal it is an orpnisa­
tion. Whll about Labour Solidarity, the 
heir 10 the Oana or Four, and al.I the other 
sroups? Labour is a "Broad Olurch" and 
in my Yiew lhoul~ remain one. 

The imponant thins to remember in 
this situaaion is that the Party has been 
here before. Various left-wingers in the 
Labour Party have been expelled in the 
pas1 and action taken apinst Constituen­
cy Panics becallK they did not aaree 10 go 
alon1 with the actions of the NEC. The 
ironical fact is thll some of those expelled 
either, when they were let back in, moved 
to the riaht. or an now referred to by 
moa peopk in the Pany as Party 
stalwaru who were folk heroes, especially, 
or course, after 1bey died. 

'Ille most prominent or the latter aroup 
is Aneuria Bevan. Today, we often hear 
Nye Bevan qUOled and to IODIC in high 
places in the Pany he 11 a Ood-llkc liaure. 
Yet be wa, once expelled, in 1938, from 
the Pany, and almoll apelled apia after 
the Second World War when the Atllee 
Cio¥a1uaait bad 1onc out of office. 

Tbc story of ~ Bev111 •, expulsion is 
101d in Michael Foot's book about him. It 
is too Iona a 11ory 10 be told in detail 
ICJllillit, bUI h llbould be ranembcnd. In 
1m. the Socialist Leque - formed. 
Accordin1 10 Mldlacl Foot, "The 
Sodalia Lequc mounud • bis •lack on 
wbaa ii nprded • the Party's umevercd 
••hlMnt to 'sndRlill' ideu." One of 
1lle 1-lin& ftpres WM Stafford Crippl. 
Wliiltl at ftnt Nye 8C'van clld Bot join the 
SociaBll 1..ftpe, he did later beceUIC he 
fall SWTord Cri~ wu • c1- and 
_,. wbalellNlle tnft- OB tbe Labour 
lallllraip tllM any of &he odllrs. Al Poot 
...,., leva 1M11P1 ''CriDDI' approach 
....... ...... bec:nde,llut ... not a 
cHllc wilallty 1reall prela'dtla to 
qmiallld....._lMII?' 

TIii llllic caia of 9aYa'• apallion 
.. ldl IIIIIPOll for Sir Slarfonl Crlppa 
~---0,,111, ............ 
'MlllllllrOM .... Cll'dllqrawidadle ...... 

Popular Front concept, it was no reason 
to expel people from the Party. Cripps put 
forward a petition. He was e,ipelled from 
the Party. Bevan said, "If every organised 
effort to change Party policy is 10 be 
described as an organised attack on the 
Pany itself then the rigidity imposed by 
Party discipline will soon change into 
rigor mortis." 

I would say 10 Party Leaders today, 
take note of what Nye Bevan then said, 
that the Party should take special care not 
10 transform itself into " an intellectual 
concentration camp". 

Re-establish 
How should we respond? Not by sec­
tarianism, because this is not a sectarian 
movC'l'nent. Not by leaving the party, 
because it belongs to us. Not by splitting 
the party, because unity is strength. Not 
by personalising it, ~use our whole ob­
jection is that when they want to attack us 
they pick a personality and try 10 destroy 
that personality. 

Our answer is to re-establish within the 
labour movement the traditions of 
socialism that bro111ht it into being and 
1ave it the areatest aains it had. Our 
business is to restate the demands that 
workin1 people make: the riaht to work, 
the rilht to a aood education throupout 
life, the riaht to proper hcallh CUC free Bl 
the point of need, 1he right to a good 
home, the rlsht to disnlty in retirement, 
the riaht to peace. That is our job: 10 
ra&ate those demands, and go on malcina 
ti- until they're met. 

Our job is to rediscover solidarity. to 
rlClllc:over internationalism. The struule 
we arc wqlna in Liverpool is exactly the 
IIIIIC •ruulc as the mlncn, exaclly the 
same llnlUle u the people of South 
Africa, exactly the umc struuJc as the 
people or Nicarqua and Turkey. The in­
rerna&lonallsm of capital, which would 
dmy Unrpool tbe raources to earn a liv­
bla, Im 1111 to be replaced by the interna­
tiaaalilm or Labour. 

We ue 1ol111 tbrou,h very bud times 
.. die moment. But havina said all this, I 
belle,re &he Labour and 1ociall1t move• 
_, in Brlcaill today Is far 11ronscr tban 
Ill •Y lime In my life . 

It is frequently suggested . that groups 
within Labour's ranks consutute scpara~e 
parties within . the Part~. 1:here 1s 
undeniably a gram of truth m this. 

Any organisation within the Party must 
to some extent have a membership with a 
dual loyalty, a commitment to both the 
Labour Party itself and 10 the organisa• 
tion that is working ' for its objectives 
within it. 

There is nothing wrong with that pro• 
vided the group takes the view that its ob­
jectives are to maintain, protect and 
develop the fundamental principles of the 
Pany. 

We have always been a federal 
organisation and should not fear changing 
back towards a more federal, decentralis­
ed structure. 

The Labour Party bas never been a 
dC'l'nocratic centralist organisation and in 
my view should never become one. 
DC'l'nocratic centralism is advocated by 
both the Communist Party and the Trot­
skyist &roups. It is a theory which allows 
democratic discussion within the organisa­
tion but d~~ds tha! _all members pre­
sent !he maJorny posmon in public. In 
practice the centralist half of the equation 
has tended to dominate the democratic 
half. 
Today, compared with the days of ll)Y 
youth, the books by Marx and about 
Marxism are more widely available and 
more numerous. 
. ~I whilst there are univenity courses 
m this field there has been little education 
since the collapse of the NCLC, among~ 
workina class orpnisations in the bas.ics 
of Marxism. 

The various Marxists groups have 
helped fill the gap left by the NCLC. 
Socialist Action, Socialist Oraaniscr, Mili­
tant, The MoroiJla Stu, Labour Leader 
aod many others, do an Important job of 
helping to teach youn1 workcn the nature 
of society, the character of the State, and 
the centrality of the class struuJe. It 
would be a serious rdro1ndc step if such 
papen wc:re banned for sue In the Party, 
and their aupponen driven out. 
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