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"The emancipation of the workers must be the act of the working class 
itself." 

Karl Marx. 

"The workers, after winning political power, will smash the old bureaucratic appara­
tus, shatter it to its very foundations, and raze it to the ground; they will replace it 
by a new one, consisting of the very same workers and employees, against whose 
transformation into bureaucrats the measures will at once be taken which were 
specified in detail by Marx and Engels: (1) not only election, but also recall at any 
time; (2) pay not to exceed that of a worker; (3) immediate introduction of control 
and supervision by all, so that all may become 'bureaucrats' for a time, and that, 
therefore, nobody may be able to become a 'bureaucrat'." 

Lenin. 
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Close to 
revolution 

South Africa is close to revolution. In 
August 1984 elections for the pow<,rless 
new Coloured and Asian assemblies were 
convincingly boycotted. Despite repres­
sion, the meetings and rallies of the 
boycott campaign became the start of a 
big mobilisation. 

The first big violent clashes were on 
September 3, during protests against rent 
rises in black townships. Many of the 
occasions on which police have opened fire 
since then have been at funerals of victims 
of previous repression. 

On September 17 black gold miners 
strucj - legally - for the first time. But 
hundreds of miners were wounded when 
police attacked strike meetings. 

On November 6-7 there was a 48 
hour general strike in Transvaal against 
rises in rents and electricity and water 
charges. The police followed up by arrest­
ing South Africa's leading black trade 
union leaders. 

In March 1985, police opened fire on a 
peaceful funeral demonstration at Langa. 

According to official figures they killed· 
19 blacks, but the unofficial count was 
around 45 dead. 

At the end of April, two gold-mine 
companies - Anglovaal and Anglo­
American - sacked, respectively, 300 and 
14,400 black miners for unofficial strikes 
against victimisation of union activists. 

After talks with the union, the com­
panies said they would take some workers 
back, but the rest were deported to Bantu­
stans or neighbouring countries. 

General strike 
In May Andries Raditsela, an execu­

tive member of one of the main non-racial 
trade union groups, FOSATU, was injured 
so severely in police detention that he died 
one hour after being released. FOSATU. 
called a one-day general strike in protest. 

By June some 300 blacks had been shot 
by police. In July large-scale clashes 
between police and blacks spread to 
Soweto, until then relatively quiet. 

On July 20 the government declared a 
state of emergency, and 119 people were 
immediately arrested. The police were 
empowered to arrest anyone without a 
warrant and hold them for 14 days. 

Trade unions have played a central part 
in the struggle. There have been dozens of 
strikes, on issues ranging from the 
planned New Zealand rugby tour through 
civil rights to victimisations and pay. 

As we go to press, the biggest black 
union, the 150,000 strong National Union 
of Mineworkers, is due to start a strike in 
the gold mines over pay. 

The regime and the capitalist class have 
been under severe pressure since the 
dramatic Soweto uprising of 1976. They 
have tried to combine limited reform with • 
crushing repression. 

In 1981 a labour law reform was 
initiated which extended the legal sphere 
of operation of black trade unions. Trade 
unions with African members had been 

legally excluded from the official indus­
trial relations system in 1953. 

Now the state intended to control and 
incorporate trade unions by subjecting 
them to an official framework. But the 
result of these reforms has been a consid­
erable strengthening of the movement. 

Some employers decided to try to come 
to terms with the unions. The black work­
ing class upsurge that started in 1973 
showed no sign of ending, and to deal with 
unions would be better, as one manager 
put it, than to try "to negotiate with 1500 

There are three main forces in the 
movement against the white racist 
state. 

The United Democratic Front is a 
coalition of 645 affiliated groups and 
claims a membership of over two 
million. 

Taking up the banner of the 
African National Congress and Nelson 
Mandela, it is formally a non-racial • 
grouping and has attracted a number 
of leading liberal figures like Bishop 
Tutu to its ranks. 

It has not managed to win over the 
bulk of the organised working class, 
however. 

Most of the unions reckon that any 
independent working class voice would 
be lost if they became just another few 
of 600-odd groups in the UDF, with 
no adequate structure to· ensure that 
their organised strength was not 
swamped by middle-class groups. 

While cooperating with the UDF on 
particular actions, they have not 
affiliated, and on occasions they have 
clashed with the UDF when it seemed 
to be making ill-considered calls for 
strike action over the heads of the 
unions. 

The second of the major liberation 
forces within the country is that 
centred around Black Consciousness 
and the National Forum. The main 
group within this circle is AZAPO. 

Within this grouping there is a wide 
diversity of views, ranging from black 
separatism on the nationalist side to 
socialists and Trotskyists on the 
working class side: There is no ban on 
whites joining, but anti-whiteness 
co-mingles with its greater emphasis on 
socialism. 

What links its various threads 
iogether is, partly, a common negative 
opposition to what they term as • 
'charterism' - emphasis on the ANC's 
South African Freedom Charter which 
they tend to think of as contaminated 
by liberalism; and partly a common 
commitment to non-cooperation with 

workers on a football field". 
The giant Anglo-American corpora­

tion gave the NUM recruiting facilities in 
its mines. 

The employers, like the government, 
were disappointed. It was the same Anglo­
American that sacked 14,400 striking 
miners this April. 

In 1983 the government announced its 
constitutional reforms. It set up a tripar­
tite parliament, one house for whites, one 
for Asians and one for Coloureds. Africans 
were not included on the ground that 

or boycott of all state institution·s. 
This has strained their relations 

with most of the trade union move­
ment, which naturally work within as 
well as outside official structures of 
negotiation. 

A flavour of what separates them 
from the UDF can be gained from 
their respective handling of the visit by 
US Senator Edward Kennedy. 

The UDF acted as Kennedy's host 
and expects much from his support for 
the sanctions campaign in the States. 
The National Forum boycotted Ken­
nedy and on a number of occasions 
blocked him from speaking. 

There is no love lost between 
supporters of the UDF and of the 
National Forum. Several killings and 
firebombings have been reported. 

The third major force inside South 
Africa is the black workers' trade 
union movement. This movement is 
divided partly by political and partly 
by organisational differences. 

Unaligned 
Politically, the influence of the 

UDF and of the National Forum is 
__ strong in some unions, but the vast 

bulk of the movement is unaligned and 
espouses either trade union "indepen­
dence" (with a more or less strong 
syndicalist bent) or allegiance to a· 
working class political movement yet 
to be formed. 

The unions collaborated with the 
UDF on the stay-at-home in the 
Transvaal in November, but after that 
there was considerable criticism from 
within the ranks of FOSATU (the 
largest trade union federation) that 
workers had not been adequately 
consulted prior to the action - and 
that the leadership was behaving too 
much like a middle class nationalist 
leadership, calling on workers to do 
this and that but not involving the 
workers in planning or decision­
making. 
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afflit, etc.),has repeh~d. 
Neither these reforms, nor the bloody 

repression, have yet achieved their aims. 
On the fontrary: the reforms have 
increased blacks' self0 confidence, the 
repression has increased their active 
anger. 

The. regime .· still has substantial 
.strength. De.spite some (mostly diehard 
ultr~-racist). dissentt it has. fairly solid 
support among whites, about 16% of the 
population. / < / , . < , < 

It has a huge machinery of repression, 
Between 1961 and 1981 South Africa 
increased expenditure onits armed forces 
40-fold, The paramilitary South African 
Police was increased from strength of 

i-<S?i27.oo6.\ ...•. to.•}'1.?,(}()();fttte ..... sJuf& ........ Alff§~n ... ~·• 
• i:):pefence Forci; fr911179 ;(}()()fo 515,0()();ii:iC; 
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/<.males. wasi11troducedin 196?·• CallH,1.p ,, 
•• • •· periods \Vere extended inl?77anqJ.982;, . <\ ' 

•• •. Sovth Afriran g6vert1menrs . have/Jong 
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·•· •• eds {i ( mixed ~race), and lnctians, )"~~d 
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Africans. Since the earlyl 950s the}' hive 
triedt6 develop, through the Ba:ntustah~ •• 
a group of. bl~ck stooges to ~elp therri 
police the African population. • < .) is , 

Their success has been limited. Mosfof 
the new black-based trade unions defirte 
themselves as non-facial. The Unitliid 
Democratic Front is multi-racial.' ';:c 
The other main component of the mobilis~ 
ation against the regime, the black cof 

•· sciousness movement, defines. 'black\ to 
include ·African, Coloured, and) Ihdian•· 
without distinction.·· iiii •• i •••••••• ) ' 

But there are divisions and problems, In 
Natal, Chief Buthelezi, chief minister. of 
the KwaZulu homeland; leads thelnkatha' 
movement with some support arri?ng 
Zulus. lh • early August this move-­
ment played a role in riots in, Durban • 
wherenumb.ers.of ln•dians w;fe killee.~y 
Africans. . < . .•: • .\ . .:<:. 

In Port Elizabeth· some militant black 
youth. have been known fo attack black 
trade unionists, considering them tobe 
'collaborators'. • • • 

·,\\,(;<(~~,,,; 
·::· ........ ,~,-

Coher~rit 
Fiye per cenf of. the Sc)uth .A.fn~iA •• 

Defence For~e strength (as\ of 198i} is 
black,• but. over 20% of operationally 
deployed· forces, Almost 50% of regular 
South µrican Police (excludingresel)'eS). 
are black. These black soldiers and police 
could be a.fr Achilles heel f<5t"the regime>, 

B.uttlievast, spta\1/ling black rey91t 
• •. nee(lt::1 coherent leadership anq strategy. 

< . qtheti.vis~,it. could spluttef out in heroic 
·. but Ut1cxJ9roinated rebellions, or even turn 

in orijtselfin recriminations.· • 





PAGE 6 APARTHEID'S BRITISH FRIENDS 

Apartheid's friends at the Stock Exchange. Photo: John Harris. 

Apartheid's 
British friends 

Of 2,000-odd multinationals present in 
South Africa, 1,200 are British. 

British capital's total investments in the 
apartheid state, direct and indirect, are 
worth about £11 billion - 40 to 45 % of all 
foreign investment in the country. British 
direct investment in South Africa repres­
ents almost 10% of all British investment 
world-wide. 

The biggest British companies in South 
Africa are ICI (through its associate 
AECI); Metal Box; Blue Circle; NEI; Dun­
lop; Barclays; Standard Chartered and 
Hill Samuel banks. Leyland, Rio Tinto 
Zinc, Shell and BP also have interests 
there. 

Altogether Britain draws about £1.2 
billion per year from South Africa in pro­
fits, dividends, and other 'invisibles'. 
South Africa is, or at least was until 
recently, one of the most profitable capit­
alist economies in the world, with rates ·of 
return of 25 % in mining (14 % in the rest 
of the world) -and 18% in manufacturing 
(13% elsewhere). 

As of March this year, only 29 out of the 
139 biggest British companies in South 
Africa recognised non-racial trade unions. 
At least 1800 black workers in British 
firms were paid below minimum subsis- , 
tence levels, most of them employed by 
the notorious privatisation-merchant Prit­
chards. 

British capital profits from the white­
supremacy state. That gives British work­
ers a special responsibility - but also 
special leverage. 

As part of the broad campaign of solid­
arity with the liberation movement m 
South Africa, British workers in firms with 
South African subsidiaries should estab­
lish links with the non-racial unions in 
those firms and take action in Britain to 
force the firms to concede the non-racial 
unions' demands. 

(Information: International Defence and 
Aid Fund, 'Apartheid: the facts'; Fman­
cial Times, August 2 1985; Economist, 
March 23 and 30 1985; Morning Star, May 
131985). 
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'Three facts lie behind 
>sion. > : << • . . , •. 

One: the collapse of white racist rule in 
cquntries surrounding South Africa. 

QpiA,pril 25 1974, .Po1iuguese. µ1-my 
officers, driven into rebellion by the 

Jmpasse. of Portugal's coloniaLwars Tn 
/Afric<1,, overthrew. the · dictatorship in 

Lisbon. lnJ975 Mozambique and Angola 
became jndependent. South Africa assis­
teq my nationalist groups, FNLA and 
Upita, <,which it .thought more pl\ant, 
againstJhe mqin ,11atiopalist movement, 

• MPLA. It directly 
.,,·.,·.>'U,::•;~•-=• 1975. But the MPLAwon. 

the . black nationalist 
ZANU Jook; )power in }980, 
guerilla~var ... i, .i<. :.· 
forty years ago, South Africa 

was one a vast number of African and 
Asian countries .where a white,administra- • 
tio1i of foreigners or settlers ruled over a 
bla_ck majority. Noy; it is the only Clll~, 
apart frqm its own colony, Namibia. • • • ••• 

Alter the Sharpevi!le .massacre of black 
protesters in 1960, South Africa brutally 



'§~f~rql~:!}B:~,s~~1-~~?j\bnca$tf[1f sm ... ·. m> <c stra68h1?an.c1 .. stiVC:it-homi~! around nt@ 
Sotttl1~f1;ca,_},~lqw.l-:t,.'. <\< . . . > .. ':\ tinieof Sharpevjl1ein 19?9· .. • .. ·· < ··.··· 

'hree,,.; a .. ~Jig grmyth qLthe black work~ •• \ : < Howevei\ each of these i>aves of frade' 
y:jpgdass,}tj:J 960 th~rs>vere 540,(){j() black/ ••• union.\ 111ilitancy \:\'as ev~ptually CO~t 
i:'~orkers iq.mining and 450,000 in man• tainedbythc state and the. capitalists an.d 
• .t: tifa~t~dng;' Iri:.1.980 theie \1/sre 740,000 iTI met at • times with. terrible defeats. Most 
,}t::~.ip.i.p~·ard. ~'. 1}0;()()() in manufachiring. recently. afteYSACTUWa.s drivcrF1.Jt1det-
)i!P' Janu~ty\februal)'.1973, 100,000 • black grbimd and then into exile in. the early 

):Yorker~ / . .· shipb~Hders, stevedores, l 960s,i. the levet/ of organisation and 
dl·iysrs, textile, bdck and tea workers.-- activism among black workers collapsedi 
rbu11.clthe· Dur~an area struck over pay;-,. fofa decade, while South African capital-

, .. Jpis mar~eqthe beginning of a new wave ism grew af a.fr unprecedented rate. But it 
.}{>f rcsist~nc~ to whitesupremacy in South was organising its owngravediggers. 
;/1.f~ica, cjn~ in whi~h workers and trade There are two riational union federa• 

·0~111\t1fi~i1~ic~~eer6ei;:~- onlYabout 16,000 ¥~nS
5

A~i~neo~:fu:
1

;t~iiid~: ~a~!~~~~ 
y prganised,black w?rkers. In 1981 most. al federation of industrial unions, it has 
\.observer~ pllt the nurt1ber at over 200,000. concentrated Oti the develop111ent of.~ 
'/ WJi.ilei.n 1969i1bout 3000 black workers strong and democratic shop floor base 

/.)ti;; [~# :~~~t~i ni)~ages,the figure was ~~:~~~~~~i~leb~ft~c~!fr!~~e s~~;r:~:!?. 
•• °:\Unions.have substantially consolidated ards. . • ·:·:· • 
, their grass roots organisation among black The s1naller fedel-ation ls CUSA (the 
)!,!dt1strial workers; . they h~ve begunto Council of Unions of South Africa) which 

. / '. hlli/.<:i" themselve.s into a national organisa: was founded in 1980. 
. • ,j;"'tj(i"n, FOSATU~ the Federation of South SAA WU (the South • African Allied 

iffrican Trade Union~__.__ was born in 1979. Workers' Union) was formed in 1980 as a 
( Unions have struggle for> and won split off from BAWD, a black consciotts-

> 'score~)of •• recognition agreemerits with ness organisation. it tends to concentrate 
f(sr ITI!l~ag~ments.\1/h? have been pushed to Oll the linking of community and work-
• >S?ncede ~C).them rights of negotiation, place issues, and to take a high-profile 

'}~pcess t9t~e plant,f~H-tirne shop stew- • political. position on wider. struggles 
\ • " atds\stop 0order payments(i.e. the d.educ0 < against apartheid. As a consequence it 

•z'f:f tlqn of union dues from the wage packet), .... •• has suffered the brunt of state repression. 
·)+} f'I"ievarice procedures and so forth. > , • The GWU (General Workers' Union) 

: \ • lncrea~ingly black workers hav~ shown has organised predominantly among low-
. iJhernselvef capabk through the.ir unions paid t\frican migrant workers iti the Cape 
{ c_l!'..-\1/innihg or partially winning their but is now developing a national organs ,.,.,> iriiniediatc• demands. through industrial isation in the docks and railways especial-

>J;){cti(Jn'o(the threat ofit. The black trade ly, with a co111111itmentto principles of 
:\.u!Hon m9?~ment, asrne embryo of a workers' control and trade union indepen• 
\ > broader' working. class movement, has dence; 

'f i b~~oITie in the last ten years the major 
• '.c\hoi'g:i)"Jisationaiform of resistance of black 

• '.j".~'9tkers·.•·.·.i)•••·.... i•• .. ··. < • ··•• ; ii <.It is. th~rkey to the developrhint of a 
>.Wor¥ingclass. movement in South Africa 

\Ytand its fuitire "'ill shape both the charac­
I~f a"rid efficacy> of the struggle agairist 
ffartheiq as a who!~< < 
:\Why hasthis development taketlplace? 
Theynderlyingcause is thatthe growth of 
capif~lisni in South Africa has also meant 
the grciwt~ of the black \1/orking class. And 
trye concsntration •. of . capital•.··•· into ever 
larger factories has meant the concen• 

. < \\ ~rt!l:mits~f womers. into/ large coUec-

• . > J The development of manufachiritlg 
/. industry has brought with it the concen­

, .s t.ration of resident black workers in large 
• (S'. lirbantownships and has madP. possible a 

• • rise iri the level of education· and skills of 
·•·· black workers. Most black workers in 

foanufacturing industry have largely cut 
<, their ties with a rural past. 
\\. AH these causes have contributed fo the 
\: growth of worker organisation and con-

t sciousness, 
0 B1.ack workers ha.\le had a long tradi­

.\ • ·ticinof trade union organisation and activ• 
{'./) ity in South Africa. In 1920 there was a· 

. ( strike of some 70,000 black mineworkers; 
< in the 1920s the Industrial and Commer­
\, ciaIWorkers' Uhion grew to over 100,000 

> ;: ' m'embers; in the late 1920s and 1930s 
\_-, industrial unions like the Garment Work­

}fa' foughtagainst the racial divisions 
• !, which the state was fostering in the work­

force; in 1946 there was a massive strike of 
mineworkers organised by the African 
l\1iffewo~ke~s' Union and backed by grow­
ing industrial unions; in the mid-19S0s the 
South African Congress of Trade Unions 
(SA£IU) rapidly mobilised black indus-

• fri~)):Yorker~ culminatinginmass demon-

Registered 

The FCWU (Fo()d and Work, 
ers' Union) is the longest staiiding of the 
independent unions and was attached in 
the past to SACTU. It consists of a 'regis­
tered' section of white and coloured work­
ers and a 'parallel' African section (the 
AFCWU), but the two parts work closely 
together on a. democratic basis. It is based 
mainly in the Cape. 

These and other smailer unioris in South 
Africa comprise what is known as the 
'independent trade union movement'. 

In spite of severe legal restrictions> they 
all operate overground and have in com­
mon commitments to the organisation of 
black workers independently both of 
employers and of the apartheid state. All 
are formally non-racial though some focus 
on African workers at the expense of 
Coloureds and Asians. In many of these 
unions individuals from the white radical 
intelligentsia play a key supportive role. 

In the late 1950s and early 1960s 
SACTU was the principal non°racial and 
independent trade union federation. At its 
peak in 1960 SACTU organised around 
85,000 workers. It was forced into exile 
and underground after Sharpeville and 
very few of the 16,000 black workers who 
were still unionised in 1969 had any con­
tact with SACTU. 

Today SACTU is based in exile. It 
claims to have some level of underground 
existence in South Africa. It no longer 
has any affiliated unions 1:iut it remains the 
official trade· union wing of the ANC 
and the South African Com111u~ist Party. 

In the 1950s and '60s the CP sub­
ordinated trade unionism to the politics of 
the popular front. In the '60s SACTU 
directed its energies from 

isirnI; .··in ... th@;CWmkplaf&,f &. s~pp8~Itror 

• Yi
1rt~g:1:~p~~w&·t~~: :~\iai?:~iJ< :1{~t1/;i 

as. a feeder for Umkhorito We Sizwe by <% 
sending som~ of the besf worker ~i)it~nts 
away from the factories and into the' field. 
Working class organisation\vas subo~f. 
dinated to the armed struggle rather than ••• 
the armed struggle being subordinate4 to 
working class organisation,> \ \ . • 

Many trade unionists havereacted b~c> > 
cutting their ties wit~ political movement~./ \;'( 
altogether and by concentrating ?R''fhe • 
narrow, economic issues .. of the work-
place. . ·. . / ·.·· : < · .. ·.·. . \ 

Many of the trade unions which have 
grown up in the 1970s focussed· theii:' 
energies on building strong organisation 
on the shop floor, on developing (1 riet­
work of trained shop stewards and union 
officials, on fighting for improved wages, 
conditions and for managemerifrecognic 
tion, and on extending charinels ofdemo-
cratic control by rank and file members 
over the union. < ·> \ < i 

There was a tendency to interpret trade 
independence to mean indepeiii 

dence from tjolitics altogether. SACTU's 
problem was seen not so much in terms of 
the substance of the politics fo which if 
attached trade• union organisa.tion/·but 
rather in terms of its attachment to politics 
altogether. < . > < 

Trade unionism as such was identified . 
the interests of the working class; 

politks with.the dominance ofthe.peh)' • 
bourgeoisie, i i• ..• i i i 
. Three more or less distinct strands lfave 
emerged, sometimes dividing one unio11,, 
from another and sometimes.· cuttirig • • 
through particular organisations.·.. . .( .• ••• 

The first moved toward orthodox 'apol­
itical' trade Unionism, rather conservative 
political positions and a tendency toward? < 
bureaucracy in its internal structur~s:.'' < <C • 

·n,e second adopted a more syndic~list 
position, distt'usting any kind of official­
dom (bureaufratic or otherwise) andiifgu 7 
ing. for a/:\' milita:11t, political trade< 
unionism th~t'. refuses as far as possible 
any ~ealing~ \\'ith the state. >. y 

The third> tendency moved toward~ a 
positionthaf a working class movement 
needs to be built on the basis of the in"de•< • 
pendenttriiq~/unions, but that aworkiiig 
class move~~rit cannot be equated with a 
trade unionmcivement. They see the 
unions af providing the ecoriomic 
dations fora·movement that is political 
well as econ6mic. 

They argue that the question of state 
power must be taken up but on the basis of 
a workihgc:fass politics and not the politics 
of the nationalist petty bourgeoisie. 

The contentof whatis rrieant by \\'ork­
ing class politics remains unclear; but 
it includes a strong commitment not fo 
dHute trade union struggles. as well . as a 
commitment to workers themselves plac­
ing demands • on the state for immed­
iate reforms prior to whatever future day 
of reckoning is in store for the apartheid 
regime. In. other words the fight for 
immediate reforms is not counterpOsed to 
the overthrow of the state. 

The 'registration' debate illustrates 
these divergences.· The apartheid state 
attempted to meet the growing. p9wef 
of the unions by making it possible for 
them to register under its Industrial Con, 
ciliation Act - a status previously 'reset"-\ 
ved for white, coloured and Asian workers 
and denied to Africans. 

It represented the state's attempt to 
draw the independent unions within the 
law,. grant them a few concessions iri 
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return for neutralising their political mili­
tancy and thereby, since it could not des­
troy them, induce them to accommodate. 

The response of the independent trade 
unions was mixed. The more 'orthodox' 
trade unionists like CUSA welcomed the 
state's proposals with few reservations 
and sought registration roughly on the 
terms laid down by the state. The 
more syndicalist-inclined (like the GWU) 
argued that registration would mean the 
kiss of death for independent and demo­
cratic trade unionism and called for a 
boycott of any official machinery of state 
recognition of the unions. The more 
nationalist trade unionists (like those in 
SAA WU) also rejected what they regar­
ded as recognition of apartheid and made 
,an alliance with the syndicalists on a boy-
cott platform. 

FOSATU came nearer to a working class 
political perspective. They argued that 
new restrictions which registration threat­
ened against independent unions -- like a 
ban on the registration of multi-racial 
unions or unions which include migrant 
workers - should be boycotted; old res­
trictions on trade unionism to which regis­
tration makes no or little difference - like 
restrictions on strike and political affilia-

- tions - should continue to be fought 
against; and that new rights afforded by 
registration should be exploited by the 

, independent unions and, whatever the 
intentions of the government, could be 

turned to advantage by the unions. 
In practice this meant that FOSATU 

unions applied for registration on their 
own terms; that is, as non-racial unions 
comprising all categories of workers. It 
also meant that FOSATU maintained their 
commitment to fight for unrestricted 
rights of free association for black work­
ers. 

This strategy met with considerable 
success. The government gave in on the 
question of banning 'mixed' unions and 
migrant workers from registration. Regis­
tration allowed the unions to side­
step management excuses about refusing 
to recognise non-registered unions. 

Control 
At the same time registration de facto 

did not subject the unions - as some of 
the boycotters feared - to levels of con­
trol by the state which would stop 
them being militant and democratic. 

The South African liberation movement 
has long ,irgued about the relations 
between socialism and black liberation, 
reform and revolution. ls black liberation a 
separate stage, to be completed before 
socialism can be put on the agenda? Or is 
it the same thing as socialism? Is apar­
theid so integral to South African capit­
albin that the only possible successful 
form of struggle for black liberation is in 
fact class struggle for socialism? Or 
should there be a broad cross-class 
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alliance against apartheid? 
Can apartheid be reformed? Should the 

liberation movement adopt a stance of 
total non-cooperation and permanent con-
frontation? . 

The experience of the black workers' 
movement in recent years has shown in 
practice that many of the debates are 
scholastic. 

TI1e non-racial unions have fought for 
the most limited demands while not com­
promising their revolutionary aims. They 
have cooperated with broad cross-class 
organisations like the United Democratic 
Front on many issues, while retaining 
working class independence. 

The relation between the different 
aspects of struggle is similar to what Rosa 
Luxemburg observed in the mass strike 
movement in Russia in 1905. 

"But the movement on the whole does 
not proceed from the economic to the poli­
tical struggle, nor even the reverse. Every 
great political mass action, after it has 
attained its political highest point, breaks 
up into a mass of economic strikes. And 
that applies not only to each of the great 
mass strikes, but also to the revolution as 
a whole. 

With the spreading, clarifying and 
involut;cn of the politicai struggle, the 
economic struggle not ·only does not 
recede, ·but extends, organises and 
becomes ',. involved in equal measure. 
Between the two there is the most corn-
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The latest comprehensive figures on 
trade union strength in South Africa 
were published by the International 
Labour Organisation in 1984, giving 
1983 memberships. 

There were then about 888,000 
unionised black workers, as against 
16,000 in 1969. 

There are two non-racial union 
federations. FOSATU had 106,000 
affiliated members in 1983. CUSA had 
148,000, of which 70,000 belonged to 
the National Union of Mineworkers. 

In mid-1985 the NUM declared 
150,000 members, but in early August 
it was reported to have withdrawn 
from CUSA because of CUSA's "lack 
of seriousness" in pursuing unity with 
FOSA TU and other non-racial unions. 
(Irish Times, August 7). 

There are a number of black or 
non-racial unions outside both 
FOSATU and CUSA. 

The Commercial Catering and 
Allied Workers Union had 40,000 
members in 1984; the Food and 
Canning Workers Union 20,000 
(1982); the General Workers' Union 

plete reciprocal action. 
Every new onset and every fresh victory 

of the political struggle is transformed into 
a powerful impetus for the economic 
struggle, extending at the same time its 
external possibilities and intensifying the 
inner urge of the workers to better their 
position, and their desire to struggle. 
After every foaming wave of political 
action a fructifying deposit remains 
behind from which a thousand stalks of 
economic struggle shoot forth. 

And conversely. The workers' condi- . 
tion of ceaseless economic struggle with 
the capitalists keeps their fighting energy 
alive in every political interval; it forms, 
so to speak, the permanent fresh reservoir 
of the strength of the proletarian classes, 
from which the political fight ever renews 
its strength, and at the same time leads 
the indefatigable economic sappers of the 
proletariat at all times, now here and now 
there, to isolated sharp conflicts, out of 
which political conflicts on a large scale 
unexpectedly explode. 

In a word: the economic struggle is the 
transmitter from one political centre to 
another; the political struggle is the 
periodic fertilization of the soil for the 
economic struggle. 

Cause and effect here continually 
change places; and thus the economic and 
the political factor in the period of the 
mass strike, now widely removed, com­
pletely separated or even mutually exclu­
sive, as the theoretical plan would have 
them, merely form the two interlacing 
sides of the proletarian class struggle in 
Russia. And their unity is precisely the 
mass strike," 

But ff experience of struggle provides 
the basis for an answer to the strategic 
problems, it does not autotpatically spell 
that answer out and imprint it on people's 
minds. It does not automatically sweep 
away false answers, rriisconceptions, and 
the influence of middle-class politicians on 
the working class. Still less does it spon­
taneously provide solutions to all the tac­
tical problems that arise. 

To do all that requires a workers' 

12,000 (1984). The South African 
Allied Workers' Union claimed 50,000 
members in 1982 but the South 
African Labour Bulletin estimated the 
real figure at 20,000. 

There are two white-dominated 
trade union federations. The South 
African Confederation of Labour 
(126,000 affiliates in 1983) is white­
only; its most prominent union is the 
white Mine Workers' Union, 23,000 
strong. 

The Trade Union Council of South 
Africa is the continuation of a long 
series of white-dominated trade union 
centres in South Africa. Historically 
these centres usually had some black 
affiliates, usually among coloured 
workers. TUCSA was established in its 
present form in 1954, as a whites-only 
organisation. 

It relaxed the whites-only rule in 
the '70s, and in the early '80s claimed 
that 12% of its affiliated members 
were Africans organised in 'parallel' 
unions subordinated to white unions 
in the same industry. It had 446,000 
affiliated members in 1983. 

political party with a vigorous internal life. 
The non-racial trade unions, especially 

FOSATU, have been trying to develop 
working class politics. But trade unions, 
by their very structure, cannot substitute 
for political parties. 

The best way forward would be a work­
ers' party based on the trade unions. In 
form it could be similar to the British 
Labour Party, which was founded as a 
federation of trade unions and socialist 
groups and later developed an individual 
membership structure in addition. It 
should be much more democratic than the 
British Labour Party, and could be so, 
given that the non-racial unions in South 
Africa do not have encrusted bureau­
cracies like the British unions already had 
to a considerable extent in 1900. 

They have concentrated on building up 

Workm1 population 
by race,\ In skilled 

emplGyment 
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strong rank-and-file organisation, shop 
stewards structures and direct worker 
involvement. Strict accountability of 
leaders - who are to obtain mandates 
from their members for all that they do -
has helped prevent the leaders from being 
cooptcd by industrial conciliation bureau­
c-racy. 

Full time union officials arc paid similar 
rates to the workers they represent. 

Politically such a workers' party could 
be very different from the British Labour 
Party, developing a programme for work­
ing class revolution rather than stodgy 
tinkering ,vith the system. How success­
fully it did that would of course depend on 
the work of organised socialists and 
Marxists within the party. 

There are many difficulties with this 
project of a workers' party based on the 
trade unions, and consequently many 
South African trade unionists sympathetic 
to the general idea feel that now is not the 
time for it. 

The unions have so far failed in repeat­
ed attempts to get some unity between 
their splintered forces: wouldn't this poli­
tical project cause further splintering? 
Even in Britain, the Miners' Federa­
tion, by far the strongest union at the 
time, refused for several years to affiliate 
to the Labour P:irty. 

The unions have had to work hard to 
gain semi-legality without compromising 
themselves: wouldn't an explicit entry into 
politics immedfately bring down state 
repression? 

The problems are real. But in the 
present turmoil the unions are being 
dragged into high profile politics whether 
they like it or not. Many of the younger 
shop stewards are active supporters of the 
UDF or the black consciousness National 
Forum. Unless the unions develop politics 
of their own, they will willy-nilly be 
dragged behind the UDF or the National 
Forum. 

If the white racist regime survives the 
present explosibn, then it will follow up 
with brutal repression, attempting to 
prevent a repetition. Even then it may not 
be ahle to crush the new trade union 
movement completely, but it can certainly 
set it back a long way. If an open working 
class party is not created now, there may 
not be another chance for some years. 

15 so a2· 



:"A ~Pe~~h by .FbSA TLJ, geci~i-<li sec~t­
(MtY Joe fpster to ttle .. F0SATH.Con­
\gress inApr.iJ 1982ovtlined < 
,F0$ATLl'.s political perspectives. 
' :1-:11rfeiected tja;rrow tr.1dE:J unionisr11. 
'i•• ''As a ... :.~rnd.e uniqn fE:Jderatipr 1JVe ·are 

\~!E:Jarly c~m.Ferned vvitftworkertand 
,thE:Jir;1spiratip11s.Jf we we.re to thinlc 

i:i,n,jeJITIS' o'f our members 911ly /we.' 
\~puld hc1.ve~ verylill'liJed poli,ipal 
Joie. If, ftgvvever, w.ec1re thinkipgmore 
.vyidelyof.the vvprking dc1.stthen w.e. 

...... have tgexamineyery mlJcft.more .care­
}f~lly whc1t9ur poli*c1l role i~,•• >• 

. • / He als9feiected social derpopracy 
\a[)d $t 91inism a~rnocjelsgfvvorking 
A:lasspe>litics. << •• , y • <\ 
/·,<. 'fin tl,e c'apitalisteppnomiE:JS these ' 
m~rking flcl~S mov~[riE:llltS haveppwer 

Yandorganisationyet poli*ally the 
,:worlcing !=lass is still subjE:Jctto policies 
ia11d practices that arE:l}learly aga,inst • 
.mE:lir interE:J~ts.". < \. 
. /.And '.tas the struggle of Solidarity 

<s.b .. 9WS ,,. _;, • < . . ,, < .'.· > 
,<, fl:11en the fact that a country is .. 
,5,c1id. to be spcialist c!PE:JS not g1,.1arantee 
Jhc1t worl<ers contro!Jh.eir own •, 
d,esJi11y. Solidarity, was not struggling 
't_o rE:J~tore cc1pitaUs111 in eQla11d, its 
~lr1.1ggle vvc1sto estapljsh more d.E:Jrno­
c:rc1tic worker contrptqver thl;'frspcial~ 

ist .so<:iE:Jty.''. < < • ,> 

" ' ·The.relations of a working class 
rnpvemerit}() a broc1q .cross'.class Ii ber: 
iiJipn moyE:Jrpent likethe ANG.slipuld, 
he said,beJriendly but independent. 1 

lr,i Ihe pas~ r11i I itc:1nt trade unions (he 
myst havE:)S,.I\CTU ir, rT1ind) hc1ye 
l:>e.pome 5Hl:>prdinatega(!s of sgpQ 

. broad rn.oveme.nts ... ••• , ··.•·x .... , > .. ). <i 
+ ·/!S<lwhat has.developed.)n South 
•'Africa is .a very powerful tradition of 
pcipular PtPe>pulist ppiitics. Tlterole 
pf4he great political movements such 
as.tile ANC and the Congress Alliance 
·,.,. -· .. ;·, -,.-_-:,-,:<_c_-;:. .-:-:'.-.·-:-:-_'- .:-.<:>·-·-:-.-, --.-...: 

hasbten .. t<>mob,iliSE:llhemasses'agairst' 
the 1'.~P{E:J~sive ll'ljQ!)fity r~giffiE!• \ 

"Where virtually all the.population > 
'js vpiele~s arn:toppresse.d by a rac:ial ,., ... 
minor,ity tftE:Jn_.: great ~IJic1nce c:,f all ;' 

• classefJtboth .11.E:lf.E:?~my a11~i, clear. 
pol,itip,1i,trategy/FµrtherrnorE:J, build.: 
ing such;an .. c1(1ia11ce \(l/c1t, great ~s~. 

fTheeffe.c:Jive politis,1 ·role,.pf.J>ro~ 
.• gressiy~.ynions ,p~ .. of wor~E:lJ~Ctivity i •• 
was ~oerovide lFrµcial PattC>f any <' 
pppular *µggl,e andJhc1twas to. give it 
its 'WorkerJloice'. , \' • i. • << • ,, 

YetJhe real .V.VC>tld is nqtJ1.Jst one pf ·• 
aparthE:Jicj and anti-apartheitjtbut of • 
c.apiJal andJal::>our. • .. , •• : • .:.: ••• · <• 

tBehind tti.e scenes Qf the grec1t 
. • battle}?e.Jweeri i!l)ap:heid fE:?girne and • 
•. its pop1,.1lc1r oppone,11ts the.<:apitalist 
E:lCQnomy has fl.ouristie.d..and capital, 
er,wrges npwas a povv%ful ait~.<J.iJfer: 
ent fo.rce,': '>.. ' \ <•· :· .. ···< ''i •• •• 

"lnJtie economy.capital.iind labo1Jr 
are the major forc,e.s, yet politjc:ally the . 
strµggle is being fougtitE:Jlsewhere.'' 

l'yloreover, from a working class · 
pointpf yiew ~he ANC's ppl)tics are 
alien .. dn particular:\ > 

, ...... )IT 0. the. mc1jor Wes .. tern powE:Jr5h 
•• has .. to appe.aras anti-.nic:ism but.not as 

anti-capjJaHst. F<lrthe socic:1ljst Eastit ·• 
•. has toj:)E:l at leasrnE:Jutral in tll.e super• 
p9vver,str1Jggleand certainly it cpuld 
11otappearJpp.ffer a serious sopialist 
alternative to thc1tof those c;puntries 
as theJe.sponse tp Sol idar.iW 
illustrates. These factors .niust serious­
ly affect its fel.ationshipto workers." • •• 

F9iJer c:1lso refers to the g~neral 
experience of Tl:iird World national-
:ism .... · ... •·•·••··•••••••··•· .. · .......... ·.·•··· ... i•··••··•· i• •........•..... · .. ·.·;••··•i····••··•··•····.··.••···· <···· ' 

··('All the.gre~t ands1.1ccessfufp<lp-•• 
·, ular movements hiive had clS their aim 
the ovwthrow 9f <lppressive. -- most 
ofte.11 colonial -' regimes. But these 
IO.QV,E!ment~ilannot :and have notJn 

the~se1Jtfhe~n .a1>1;t~ J.~;; Giit};~J\it 
panipular anc!.J1,.1ndam.e,n!,.! probl~rn)9f 
wor~ers .. Thei.r .. task istoJelllQVE:l ,,Xi,U},, 
regimesthat are regc:1rded a,s il.(E:lgiti:,'t;\J 
mate and un~cceptable by:~he rnaji:;'br' 
iW.,·.··.•·.·• .. /. '. /. C\ :<••'.\:< • ' : ... ,: 

?'ltis, therefore, essential that:>;, 
vvof~~rs.must strivttp ,l?uild,JtlE:Jir,;~~r}' 
powerfu,I ar.id effe«:tiye i),r,g~ryi.~ati9n •·\:i& 
eVE:Jll vvhilst t~E:l'( are partplthe ~.idE:JJ 
pop1,.1lar struggle.,This 9rgc1pi.satiofi.~> 
necessary to prote.ctc1nd .. : tun~eri\i:({iy 
work,er .. i11te.rests .. ar1dto,.ensurE:ltha~~Mr 
p9p1,.1lc1r movE:J'IlE!rtt is nottiijacke~ ~')'./ .•• 
elE:?HlE:lJltS ·wh<l .1JViU in thE:J.~11c! haVE:?11(,) .. 
c,ption l>1J.tJo turnagai.nst'.th.eirwork~r, 

• < ~IJ pporte.rs. '.' ·' ' ' <<.,, ; 

Aba so:. \i ':iii 
"'Fromwhat has been saicl vve.J,<<.ti. 

bel jeye t~clt t?SA ll.J mus:t .~eJitsel.f.JK;fo, 
the ta~k of g1','.mg leadersh!Jl .. andJ~ir,ei;:~/ 
tionto the building of c:1 vv9rking ~la~s 
movement. < ... \ .>.... < g 

. '..'F 0SATU as aJracle union ... f.ede~a.y•· 
ti~n w'iU .c:learly not constitute.'the.,:}?h\ 
wqr~Jng clas~ rnpvemen(rc,r wo~.lµit·. 
this,place FQSAJU in (,)PPClSitionJo.\ 
the wid!!fJlOI iticc1(struggle ~fit~ majg\ 
liberatipn mo.v.eme11t. '·<: ,.:; ·\<.' \}/ ;;\} . 

'.'..fOSA TlI's task wilJ ~.e. to buiJcl.:Y 
the effective.9rganisati9r1c1I base f9J :F • •. 
workers tQ play aJ11ajor· ppl itip~I rpl!! > 
as workers .. our ta$1<.vviU be Jg «:rE!~te\:'. ' 
an ic!entity, i;:c,11.fidencec:1.nc!Politipiil, 
prese.11ce for vv9rker orgc1Jlisation/\i\ 

Foste(sjdea see.rnsto bern.pretha}.· ... 
c1 workirig class m9yernent shqµlct 
operate in p?raHel to the ANG,safe.i )' 
gu?rtjing wor.~E:Jrs' specifip.jnterestf, • 
th,an that tl:ie workys' rnover11E:Jnt \\ . 
should ch?llenge t.heAI\IC fprJhe ::,, \) 
leadership of thE:J wholel iberation\'\:\ ; 
strpggle. ButJmcertaiqthe idea pf\ 
indepeqdent war.king clas,s,politic~J.s > 
developing .in the new trade_.uriions. ·.: 
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1#)979. the 4.5 million' whites i11. South • 
;\ftica had ari average income perhead of.' 

•• $7340i f~ther higher than the UK's. 'l'lle 
21 milli0!l .AJricans had ah ~v~rage incorr1~ 
of $610 each, rather lower. than Nicar~ 
agua's/i.•/ .. >: .< . .i · 

1Jie2.6 millionColoureds (mixed·race) 
.·and'.the'0.8 million Indians are closer to . 

. tfi~;fobyerty of the Africans thah to. the • 
• wealth o(thrwhites. < <<< .· ... · .. ·, 

In .. th~< gold mines . 0 the foundai 
<:·. tion, ()f S(JU!h Mrica'si.~ealm - blac~ 

(;:. : miners'.<real wagesdid not increasefrom 
.. >ib·y.f?l:i ;,to 1970-' lne • gap. between . their . 
XY\Ytf\\'\1/~ges"_'a~d the ~hite ~riers \inc:reased 
:;/'{\, ,frorrt9:,Jm 19tlto2l:l m· 1970 •• < ' • 

' " Sin~~\ 1970 the black,i miners havr 
.\ narr6we<:I the gap, but it\Vas still 5½:1 in, 

<\ 1982.f()r\the whole economy the white: 
:'- African wage gap was 4: 1 in 1981. 

,Of the value added in gold-mining, in 
J973: 34% went in dividends to (white) 
shareholders, 25% in tax to the white-

• ruled state, arid only 16% in wages to the • 
b1ackfoi~ers who produced the wealth. Of 
the v~l~f added in manufacturing (1970) 
54% we1it to rent and profits, 18% to 

>§"hi.fe {\,ages, arid 18% to the wages of the 
' black majority of the workforce. 

•• 'fnc whites oWh industry, finance and 
most ?,f. ~ommerce, ancl monopolise th~ 
managerial, supervis?tYi and highlt 
skilled/jobs .. The blacks\ - Africans, •• 
S?loureds,< and. Indians .-'-'. produce the 

F.~ealth and are paid miserable wageg. 
< Many· skilled jobs used to be reserved 

1J)1B1I ~i~et~.i~~~I ~e~ar 1:im;;o~iliii~ebl:~i~ •• 
superyisirrgwhites. \ .. \i> . / 

> Theyidous economk exploitation is not 
\%:) ..... thf worst of it.though. South Africa has a 
:\\<:-:::, vast, elaborate structure of explicit official 
1%:){(\f,·ra,dsm, designed to ensure . that black 
t/i°'". ; {people live not as. people but • as tacial 

categ?rie~. > . < • < < 
Sch??ls/hospitals, buses, cafes, bars, 

toilet~,( libfaries, sports fields, are aU 
segregated, though with some exceptions. 
how. Cities are divided into black and 

, : white areas, with Africans bundled off into 
/squalid townships outside the main city. 

\j;\} • ~i~i!~~ri~\:~~~,a::xc~~:~~J!~f!~ of tt+ Since 1950 every person irt South Mric~ 
has. been officially branded. 'Black' (or 
•Bantu'), 'Coloured', 'Asian', or •White'. ·•. 

1?,conomically, • this system if designed,. 
t6'. ensure that black people participate 

ill ;~tlri1:i:~!~~:j;~·:r?:.~' 
::irnri . t:tf iones s:! •· .• se~f:::t~dan intcf 

1
;~rtkJi~; •• 

:::\\\)\ 
.i{\)\J /!~!assu~;i~:d c;~ii~!~ ~~e~~c:to~~~

0
n1i . 

stans,a11dto appear i,J th(! white areas 
only when requiredfor work. That,at 
least, is the official theory, it is not 

/\.\.<> ; 100% effective. < . ' • 
/'As one. miriisfef put it in 

\:i)/ \-"\/bifSis on which the Bantu is 
white to sell 

for ri()thirig else'\\ / • ' /f 
In laws of 1913artd 1936, some 13.7% of 

.. • the la.rid area of South Africa was sefaside 
for 'Native Reserves' (now called bantu- • 

• stans). AboufH.9% has a~foally been 
allocated to .theten bantustans. They fotITI 
a ·crazy· patchwork{ KwaZulu bantustan 

• alorit:being made up ~f 44 separate ~itsof • 
land.· • ... >. . . •• .. ; ., • 

• As of 1979, every African is officially a 
citizen ofone or another bantustan, even if 
he or she ha.s riever been there and has no 
connectfori with the area.. Between 1976 
arid 1981 four of the bantustans were 
decfared • 'independent'/ and, 7. T.ri:liHion 

.· blacks ·_ most of them livin·g outside . 
those four areas and'allocated tci them ' 

only byS()tJt!iAfrican g()Verlitnent decree 
- lost their South African citizenship. • 

Millions>of Africans. have been for'. 
cibly moved into the bantustans from so-
called','black spots'\< : > .. 

• Production in the bantustans: is mini­
rnal, mostly corifined to subsistence agri~ 
culture on badly eroded and overcrowded 
land .. Most of their income comes from 

. workers commuting to the 'white' areas ot 
sending remittances back from those 
areas. Even with thafaddition, the income 
of• Africans in the bantustans is much 
lower than that of urban Africans -
indeed, lbwer than the average income fo(. 
most countries in Africa. 

The official theory is that all African 
unemployed, housewives, old people and 
children should live iri the bantustaris, and 
only workers -without their families ...a:. 
should come into the white areas. Exemp­
tions ate given only to the families of the 
longest-established African • Urban work­
ers ... · 

It does notieritirely work, because 
rnillions of MricarisO-- up to five million 
now, •. according to • the Financial Times 
(March 26, 1985) - come to the 'white' 
areas illegally, risking police harassment 
and deportation. But as of 1980 official 
figures showed 11.35 rnilliort Africans liv" 
ing in bantustans and 9.65 million outside. 
• 5.4 million Africans were wage-
workers. 1.6 them lived in the ' 

either daily 

milli9n) or,;, workirtg in the. banfastans 
(0.9 Inillfqn)''. 1.05 miHion were migrants· 
front the'.bantustans • working . i11 'white' •••• 
areas; 0.~!; hlillion were migrants from .... ( . 
other cou11t~i~.s (mostly gold-miners). 2.5 < 

.. •• million 'Yern}resident and working outside . < < \ 
• t.he~~l)fustans: .. ···ii•• \ . \·•• ·, <i<>•·•·•.······ •·. 
• ' . Eve'rfAft:ican over the age of 16 outside · • 
the bantu~ta,nds must carry a pass b??k, . 

, containin~,\r,ot only their address and 
< residenfJWftnit but also details·of their 
• employer.;\);,~11hey are breaking apartheid 
restrictioris'ln any way, or are unemployed 

• ('idle Bantu\ they can be jailed or sent 
the barttustarr:'. Between 1948 and> 1981 
therr wereZ;d~r .12.5 rnillion arresfs>6t 
prosecutio9s'tttider the Pass Laws. •···· · ... ••• 

To furth~~/ellforce the migrant labour 
system, the "regime deliberately restricts 
the construction of family housing in the 
black townships outside the bantustands: 
Houses are massively overcrowded/ In 
Soweto .. people Jive on average five to a 
room. Many workers, especially·. gold­
miners, are housed in jail-like single-sex 
hostels. 

The educ:a.tfori and health systems are 
geared to the same philosophy. Both· are. 
raciaHy segregated. Black education is 
deliberately limited to maintain< the 

f rl~~~:0£fe~E~~~:;?iif :n~~J:~~· itc>J 
48% of Africans over the age of 15 were/< < 
illiterate in the early '80s - a figure 
similar to Zaire or Uganda. . ,. 

There are six times as many 
beds per head for whites as for 
Infant mortalit}' for white~ is > at West 
European levels; for Africans, at a level 
similar to India and higher than Kenya. 

50,000 African childen die of hunger . 
each year. > • .: <> i • 

Employers are utterly reckless of black 
workers' safety, The deathrate among)/ 
black miners is six times as high as among i • 
miners in the UK . 

To sustain this structure of inJusfice, the 
regime is brutally undemocratic. Only the 
whites, 15.5% of the population, can vote.·· 
(Coloureds and Indians were offered 
powerless elected assemblies last year;,· 
but most boycotted the polish The govern-
ment has wide powers to declare organisa-
tions illegal (as it has done with the, 
ANC, the South Mricart Communist Party, . 
many black consciousness organisations,: • 
and most • recently the black students' 
union COSAS); to 'ban' individuals (i.e.··• 
put them effectively under house arrest, •• • • 
like Winnie Mandela); to bart news­
papers and rneetings; and to detain people 
withoutcharge. / : i > 

Police torture of prisoners is commori. 
At least 57 political detainees died . i11 
detention in 1963-83, Steve Biko and Neil 
Aggett only being the best-known. There 
were 161 other. deaths (riot bf political 
detainees) irt police custody in 1978 alone.• 
Betweert 1974 and 1979 946 people were 
killed by police 'in the execution oftheir 
duties', in addition to killed 
by police in the uprisings 
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"Bt6ffl~ld;i;1~dii;U·;" ~R::::ji,i'iiiRli:i) .. i , ••• ·••··•····· ,.• 

i·'..)fwt·=\ Y):<::i_:::;r,/<:,/t\>\\\:->;>\::::-;/·:/::)<'::::':ti/:-t/-:::-::·:l):)\:::1(:":·i;:/:i::;:~::.­
;$bllth Africa statied onJher9ad Jo its 
'pre~ent systpn.inJ867, when diamonds 
•'whe discovered .at what is now Kimber-
J?~· " }'( i'•·.\i •• ><i' •. /· •• << .. 
·>.up'.Jo th.en the are.i hac;I been unim­
potjant i11Jhe -.yorld econoITiy. Brit11inheld 
tlfe Cape are,a a11.d Nat.ii (cW the. eastern 
'c9?S\l ,for. str.itegicreasons ..,,.--the. <.:ape 
comni~nde? theroutt: to Jn?ia ~~d A~s- • 
·t{alia..< . C , ., . .··•···•··•. ·.·•·.·.· i 
/:,Thes<;:5plonies were populate,d by Dutch •• 
;}~ttle\J -}:t\frika11ers, they called theITI­
selve~,\ ., who'had ,establ.ished them­
,s.t:IvesJhere bet-.yeen J()~2 an<l British c9n­
'!\IC§.t _in)806; .. >'C9loµrecls'; .. 1llixed-r11ce 
people.and Jndo11esians .who had been 
fuade)laves,by the Dutch; and; from 1860, 
lnciian laboure,rs :brought in ,by Brita.in to 
"York911 sugar pla"rttations inJ'llataL 
<! 1:;'4.rther inla11d, t\1/9 independent repub­
lics •••· ,Tra,11svaal. and\the ... Orange • free 
Sta.te, F \:Vere ruled by Qµtch people who 
lrnd moved inland on· the . Great Trek of 
l~36 a.f1:er Britain abolished slavery.on.the 
C.ape inJ834. >• • . ···.· .. ·. >> • ...• 

, /The whole area had al:>out i260,000 
whites, a.lilidstmaybe a couple of million 
~frica11s,<J:'\1e farmersJor. Boers)in t})e 
Afrikaner repµbHcs had m11de the Africans 
feudal~type tenants or .sharecropp(!rS. But 
in. la,:gt,: areas the Africans stiU i:etained 
their ind(,:penclence. >, < , • >· < 
0}Toe,rcal11.t: tht: diamond rush .. ijy 1871 
:he.re we,re .over J0,000 whites at l(im, 
?e,rlet; .. and. JO,O()Q black lal:>ourers: ·Toat 
rear Britain. annexed Jhe area .round 
Kimberley. • ln 1872 the black claim-
19lders were exc:ludedfrom the diamond 
nt11es; by demand of the whites, .a11d the 
}xst p11ss ·syste!Ti' for blac;k ... labour was 
;tarted. 

I11J875thi'c9111po11At syI(e!TliJr.l:>lagk 
l.ibour·was first iqtrod11ced, ..• andJn 18fy4 
theDe Beers cgITipany started using l>l~c;k 
convkt labour'.< ·i· :: e: •· i • <>. ' . 
><BY J880 Jhree,quarters Of the white 
former claimholders had become. saladed 
9verseers,·· and by,1888 .. De ~eer.s had a. 
complete 1110119poly ot_the,nunes.f 

.,.• .. sure they. \\'ere not ste11ling diambhds.1itt 
··<.·They. had .. strusk ··•·against .. •:this. '.iri·•·•J.§S7.:\t)>·•··• 

/. Un_der. the compound system .they:>".Vere.',.,u .. /·' 

··•·.·••··• .. • ... • ..•.... •.· .. ••.s.t .••. nP-searched and m.·•.· ~dert~ v~ryJit. ~\i'thef·'\·'···.·.•.•.••• .•.. '.·.•.·.•.· .•. ·./ end ofthe\r contract,·' .· .. \· . i • \. > 
•• . Thediamoni:l 1nines h.ad alrt:adysreated &I; 

South Africa's '''first iqclustrja.1 • c:9!.9ur)f 
bar.,:and for.the.first timeJhe .SY,Stemati(:;:,t:; ,:;;: 

Bigorou~ 
The systelll. of .. c9~{rolling .. f1a~k .laboµi- > 

w.as made rigorous. "The colll.po.und was 
anenclosµre sµrroundedl,y ahigh c9rru-. 
gated .jron fence and covered l:>y wire 

.netting.Ofhe men lived, twenty(o a room, 
in hut\ or jyon 5a.bin7 buHt ag~j11st trye 
.fence.·.· ,.·· <•···, •. ,•· >.·• .. ,· 

··'They went to work along a tunned, 
b9ughtJoocl and clothing froITI the com­
pal)y 's 'stores ... all within .. the , <:0111-•. • 
pound'\(l),)···· <i •• •••• i>i ••• < )· · i 

• BeforeJhen Africa,ns had_ been sttjp­
searched at.the end ofeach shift to make 

1,652:/firstJ;>utc;h sett.lemeritimjhe 
Cape. ,<> •·•• • •·· > • 
1 ~06: ·l3ritain takes th!l Cape. 
1836: Gr~at Trek inland lly thll, Dutct:i 
(Afrika.ners), after Briy1in 04tlaV\IS •• 
slavery . ..... • • ...... · .... ·.·.· • ·.• • .·.•··.····· • 
1867: Oia111ondsdiscovered near 
Kimberl!ly. 
1871-94: Bi~.11ev.i·.area$.a11riexed l)y 
Britain.. /' .. ·.·· ....... ·.·.··.·. ·.····.··.·· , > • 

1886: Transvaal gold rllsh starts,'. 
1899-1902: Anglo-Boer War. 
1910: Union of Sollti:i Africa for.rned. 
1913: Native Land Act(beginning of 

. disciplining of'l!large, bla,c:~ laqour 'J.9i-cefn; >i 
by pass ,Ja,ws, :searching an.<:l .. ·C:OITipQlllld-),;.;. . .< .. 

;ing '' .(2) .••• >·<: \\{/.:•••• :.;;.xt· ,•:· <·4Sf;'U\ .. 
The system a.lso requirecl the.conquesr,.·: ili: 

of. Afi;ican areas ll.ntil then indepenclent.t<~} {':/SI 
Africans i11those area,s were driv~n off the\!. • ''····· 
lHnd and into.the .d.ia1;19nd nures,l:>y.JgF,"%\\f? 

. cmg them to pay taxes m ca.sh. \ '.• '.'( ·• 
Then.fromthe1890sthe systet:11 w.as./C 

repeated •init?;·:•T~~nsv~N On.ia .JJ1?ch)':k 
bigger scale .. , . > ,.i ·. : ,/> )? 

.. :<Goldw.asfirst discovered ip .l8.70. }'he,. i 
,Wit-.yater~rand .. ~ain.:J{eef...- a.yast Ja.rer/'i 

. \ of gold-bearing roc:k, wh9se resources. are ,\• 
• stillpract\sally limitl~ss ---';-.yas qi~coye,red i' 

. .,:-_.:-:_·._ .-:-:-:= 

• ·bantust;p SYS;!l,;;}_'\ • •. ·.\ \ .•. \ • •••• \ 
1.922 : . . Rand.Re.v()lt ;..,_V\lhite rninl!n .·•···• 
stri~e ari~fig~ttro9ps ap,d ponce ih 
defenc.e of colo!,Jrbar, < \ >\f • 
.19?4: Affikari~.r-Na..~ionalist/l.a.bo4J •• \ 

•• C(}alition Q(}Vernmentelectell. lntrodll-£:i 
ces,meas.y.res .!i>' bu,il9 up'inC:ustry aQd /\ 

. Protl!ct.whiJe,lall.our. < 
• 1946: Black ri,i.ner(}fri~e. <i ' > 

1948: l\lationalisJ.QOV!lrnment elected_ 
Imposes. a.full.rtiogllla.tic syste,n of,, . • 
apartheid.·•.·.•·••·.•····•··•·< .... , ···•·'•·••••·.•··i••>.•< //><·• .• u; 
1960: Sha.rpetiJle.rfo1ssacfr.8l. <\••· ::,. 

•• '/J\fricans On pass law protest sh_ot«:l!lac1. 



Jh.ntit•;_(~f~. bet 
. __ gcJ U 1ni n~~·;; 

tfrge iflitiai c:a_pit:11 
r :·':,,ft,r,. and g, ··at 
·•( ..... , 1::•· .,. • ·- .. 

;~hange·('l 
, gold rni11es t,,,fa.y 

- .500.00C •,o 

f~rita1~-~;fs_ h~id gi~;lt 
\fad '-111 1.1niirnilrd 

:s the oft\~·cur!1modH·~-
11nsa1cahle ---'·at a th:c1l 

So long as they rQ1 1Jd 
·ufficic'ntly, they lrnd a 

rol.lf<:(1 in-.· 'r:.'.}-1.)13 -£370 
capitnl was invested in 
of the capital ra.ised for 

1887-1934 was foreign. 
needed two things: 

t,J drill the sh;iJts, 
from Britain; 

Afr',,,m 

)111 18~{!-. 
an peas• 

fot a 

t(yfoy) 
"·- ~~ere not saUsfied. 

97,000 "':orkers. 11w 
fen·ently a11d dog­

nof able to organise 
over African labour. 

from the mineowncts 
--·-uHfamlers 

fo 1899 Britain \vent war againsfthe 
Boer republics - partly pulled into it by 
the mineowners, partly worried that a 
booming Transvaal under Afrikaner 
control would take the Cape and Natal out 
of the British Empire. After des: 
perate guerilla resistance by the Boers -:-:­
against which the British pioneered the 
use of concentration camps - Britain 
triumphed. 

''The war had beel1 fought to nta.ke the 
Transvaal safe for the Corner House'' (the 
headquarters of the biggest mining com­
panv) (3). 

Now pass laws ,vcre tightned. The Nat­
ive Locations Act of 1904 segregated 
Africans. Wages were pushed down. The 
mi.neowners established a consortium for 
joint recruitment of Jabour (which still 
exists). From 1904, some 50,000 Chinese 
-,vere brought to the mines on short-term 
contracts. 

A few people '---notably the future Lab­
our leader Frederic Creswell - demanded 
mass immigration of white labour, to run 
the mines 011 an all-white basis. TI1e High 
Cmnrnissionet, Milner, dissented. ''We do 
not want a white proletariat in this 
country'.'. 

Caste 
South Africa. would be 

Australia or Canada = with the 
people wiped out ~ nor a new India, 
only a small white ruling caste. It would 
something in between. 

'TI1e mines were fon 611 a basis of 
approximately one white miner to ten 
blacks. (Today it is 1:20or 1:25} .... • 

The Chinese experiment was soon abari­
(:loned, but the new Union of South Africa, 
S('t up as a British dominion in 1910, took 
steps to solve the. mine6wners' labour 
problem. The 1913 Native Land Act re•· 
stricted African· peasants to a small pro: 
portion of South Africa's land (basic­
ai!y the present-day bantustans). The 1911 
Mines and Works Act introduced a colour 
bar for skilled jobs ill the mines. A range 
of laws ''laid dow'h the broad legal 
work for present-day apartheid 
Africa" (4). , <· 

The African pea~ants a.nd 
ted. There was a big black minets.' 
over pay in 1920 .. The white 
cl.ashed ,.,,ith th,, min"•"winP,r~ too. In 

they ,thic 
,,rn'ied figh 
which over. 

• demand I'-' 
scmi~sk'ill 

- ti,.m to'the' 
it. < i • • <, 

White workers felt afrisk. 
pcasantecon~fuy had begun to break 
;wd Afrikd.neis \Ycte streaming info 

By l 918, 75% of the white 
miners ,vere Afrikaners. Manv were 
skilled mer1 like the British iriimigrants, 
but at best semi-skilled.• 

In 1924 these "poor whites'' 
power a coalitici1f government of 
Afrikaner Natioi1aiist Partv and· 
(white, 1nos,ly B'ritishlLabmir Party. 
government, w1def VVestmi11stcr· -
"iion. t:;,·r-4.}.~d_\: ~the .:-;;.:l=t~s it11d 

Afrikanerconfii::fr{wiihin the-white 
mw1ity i,'. the cxp~i1seofthe bl:kks. 

Prntcctkni;;t taiiffs ,vcrf' in,rndUccd 
help home li1(h!sttt. 'i11est,te took a 
ing l'n!c: a starc-owilc:d iri'm 
ptJhHi1..~n,·\vaS SCf hi 
nf &iuth 
statc-r,v·. 

',CC D · 
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Tht: N<i:ti<>paji~{~ clid not '-Vant that. The,r .•.•.· .•.. ·. tne §)lilrpeville massacr!': of19PO a1J,Q the South -Africe•.~. >·plac.k/w9rkers into half~ 
set out ~9 •~!'!1:WJ/ly,:Afncan PQpulatio11 ~ /< ~Y9B.ie Treason Trial of .l.Q9J. ~t iwpich starved hel9t~. fflcl .{ors!': Jht:m to labour. 
separateJP'.0111.tQ(! ~hite.~eas as was con~ / . ·.Nel~onMandela was st:ntc:11c:c:o), 111 Jl)t: but it can1J<>t:~$! ryi~IJ<productivity in. 
sistent wih,l!;lt:.<Awcims providing .tht: ·Y•i JQA~.§9uth African manufaqjftjP,~ inoµ~- modern indu:-.mrt : /·.•.· • . 
lab9ur t9 •l't944S!'! J);ly . ~ealth of thost: \ ,JrYJm!W very fas~. By 1979 itWil~ is% 9f In gold tl)i~ l'P?plt:ro,, matters relatively . 
areas, .. ;.·... . , . .... nattpl1aj output; 1t had only,b~en 4%:tn little, espesially.withi'tl-!!':. huge rise o~ 

. Eervent.,nationali!im, .racism and cold 1911. dollar gqld.prices after) 971.Even S()J t)li:, 
JVilf:i<,le9lqgy help~d therodo .. ib,'P)!e.AW6 • C.r.is .•. e. s.) roi11e9rners found it:advisableto.ing-~il,SeH 
.bliJ.5}c)ITliners ~ •sttj)ce ha<.i .peet:1scl.7Jt:ll,ted; • . - bliic;k llli~ers.' pay :·about 31(lJQ14\f!1" ••••••• 

}b.Jll,5k .trade . unions :were effeqiy~ly .. J>ut: • ·Many :Afrilcllil¥1'~ l11acle their wa:y into • tff01~ . betwe~,n ·. > 19,70 • .ajicl, )19 
lil.Wfi!d ,in >'1953. :.:th~ 'white)iJ,1'iqµfjlll9ve~. the ~uth -Aftjc:.µiJ>ig business class, pre- • .In 111lJ,nufactutj!Jg it (Jic1~~rs tjt11c 

• 'l'Ilent)\buckled and .broke•';}llil<.i!!rN11tion?/ :' ,. viously alm9~t!!ntir1;:ly l::ngJish-spe,:tking. ··•·•.· > /IJn<.i.er )pressure /'fr<.>in ·:fa.Pitali~ 
iJ,l.is(pressure, and excl ucl1;:cl • (Sf> ' -·:, '. ~µth Afrjc+1,•5. pr9fitrlltes were, higher ' goyt:i:nment has. al!o~ed 5001~ Jjpyf. J~il? 

The.whole doctrinal system ... . heici thanr elsewhere. and {9reign c;ipitiJ-1 • fon. 1n 1979, fore:Xamplt:, there were 110.· 
was,·fost;il)yd, .. Jp .. 1~19;-50 .laws enforceo. >. JJQUr~cl.i.n. ·.• \ i . i '<i.: African apprt:l1tjs~~in••rpe.tal .engineering'. 
racia.1 se~r~gati911J11.tr.ains; prohibited se;sc,/ \·· Sj11s~the late 1970s, how~yt:r,th~ §outh By 1982 ther!':w~~~ JQ(), . • \ •· 
betw1;:en,cli{i!'!r1;:11t 1.'<iC:~s; classified evel'Y,(\ ;\fric:apeconomy has run it:1toi;tj~e~,. Jne Siemens irsr~w~t:d ttic: percentage of 
one in S()utr.AfriSil}-':>' slcin colour; segre; ; / . p,<>lit~st! .effects of nationaJ!iP.ftiJ.tion yic:- skilled and ~!':!l}i•.~l<il!ycl ll,lllOng its AfricalJ 
gatedxe~ici!!lltiaj arnil~ for different tliC:e~;( ) J9tje~. ~ISe\Vhere and a r.~~ui;~~nt >PliJ..sll: workers fro01. 2.1.o/o in }966 to 26% in .•• 
ancl.bat:1p!':d th(!Com.mµnist Party. , . _ . . < \ ' wofkt:rs' .111ovement in Sout~ ,AfrkiJ. arr 1980 .. Not .O\ltOf a.ny q:mcc:.rn for justice ~ 

.'.'[hf/~,antu·J~ the,ll}'pll,11 arf.~'.'..Jh.~i }/~otth~·9l1!yreason~f9rt1Ji~t\\c''· • \ thesaine firm sumty1arilysac)cedpvert()()()./ 
blAc:1-work(.':rs in July for goingpqsJril-t:., . . J 
but out.of self-interest. . , .. / \ . < •• 

'fh,t: systl!m, ,a\s9 facfs ,Pt:<?P)l':JJiJ.~91!1} 
Jhepther.end .• The bantustan.t:cpt:19miys 
• .. arer;oilapsing. ·No governmeqtpt1ifEJha.~ 

•·•·< South Africa ( itself ••recognisy:-. <tht:(.fgµr, 
'independent' bantustans ;is 1ridependenL 
Even the .. pli;ipt. £1JiefJ:3µthelezi says he • 
would oppose py J9rc:~iany attempt to 
declare his ~\Va?:ulµ Pflltustan indepen' 
dent. No nu01J?.~r. ()f p91ic:e can stop 
millions of J\f}-i9;ips m11yb!! five ·million 
now ~ escaping .from tl1(:se .barren hell.,.,.­
holesil]egally in order to seel- \V?fk· .. t'htA 

/ sc)1eme i9f, maii:it11ini,ng \slat:1cl:-. .()f PX~i , 
. capita.list eco119Jny • for the blai;\cs witiJ\n.~ 
//clyn,101ic: advanced ·capitalist e.S9119iny,f:9r 
·•· whitesjs not viable. ' . ,,:;'/'\ (> ;•y;:,:··. 

A,Jarge se<1ion of South Africa•~ tjsJ.ii§t 
. capitali:-.ts support • . the> pt9gressixf 
•• Federal Party, .a,19?~jplit-pff from·the -
New Republic.J>artl. ,/. >• 

The PFP \Vll!lt§: >•• .... _.-·•••• .. ,; 
*Abolition9fp,1~s. l11w~ iJ.nd apartheid. 
*One person,pnc:yp~e,> • • 
*A federa.}~yste01 :giying local auton: 

omy to whit!': or black ar!':as, , 
~<:9mpulsory •. proportional Jt:pr~§t:ptilc ? 

tion ofall parties in -the federal gover.rh' 
n1ent. < . ._ :. , % X@IKMD\&:-­

*Veto. powers for a. 15% inip9tj,t,r.inJht: • 
federal assembly. • . •. \ •} A 

As it happ(.':nS.,. the whitt:s.in.§()µf!'i:. 
Africa are just ov!':r 15%. ,·.- •·••· • ••· ·••·• ·-, 

Gavin Relly,,chair 9tt1Je ·giant Anglo: 
American • Corporation, \and a business 
group, the.lJrp11n foun4ation, have made. 
similar proposals. 1')1~ J>FP .also works 
closely with (Jiiefijut)l~l~:.d. 

What thest: JJ!':Oplt: w11nt 1s controlled, 
limited reform from the .top, guaranteed ... 
notJo hµrt the interests.•. of a11y P\ltthe 2, 
poorest/whites. 1n .any: co!1frpf!tiJ.i.i9ij\:\,. 
liet\yee11,black workers and thes.tat\!.they\'t"(\; 
will be on the side of the state; in any quiet ,', , 
period they will not be so dissatisfied with "'' 
the status quo as to want to modify it more , 
than slightly. 

·Footnotes. ) /· i\ • ·. · 
1. J&R Simo .... n···s··•·.•.••· .. if.· .. lf.${ .. a.illd .•.... ·•·.·.c. olour in South Africa', p. 42. . . , . • , . • 
2. G. Wheatcrof!, ''[.ll,;.R.q,i_dlords •. 
3. Wheatcroft, .. , ...... <·.··•: : 
4. D. Innes, .'Anglo-American a1Jd the Rise 

•. ofModqnSouthAfrica'.. 
, 5, S,i111011s, p.Sp4:.8. 



PAGE 16 ROSA LUXEMBURG: IMPERIALISM AND CAPITALIST DEVELOPMENT 

Imperialism and 
capitalist development 

In this extract from her book 'The Accumulation of Capital', the Polish-German 
Marxist Rosa Luxemburg - murdered by counter-revolutionary armed forces under a 
Social-Democratic government in 1919 - analysed British imperialism in South Africa. 

In the Cape Colony and the Boer Repub­
lics, pure peasant economy prevailed until 
the sixties of the last century. For a 
long time the Boers had Jed the life of 
animal-tending nomads; they had killed 
off or driven out the Hottentots and 
Kaffirs with a will in order to deprive 
them of their most valuable pastures. In 
the eighteenth century they were given 
invaluable assistance by the plague, 
imported by ships of the East India 
Compnay, which frequently did away with 
entire HottentoMribes whose lands then 
fell to the Dutch immigrants. 

When the Boers spread further East, 
they came in conflict with the Bantu tribes 
and initiated the long period of the terrible 
Kaffir wars. These god-fearing Dutchmen 
regarded themselves as the Chosen 
People and took no small pride in their 
old-fashioned Puritan morals and their 
intimate knowledge of the Old Testa­
ment; yet, not content with robbing the 
natives of their land, they built their 
peasant economy like parasites on the 
backs of the Negroes, compelling them to 
do slave-Jabour for them and corrupting 
and enervating them deliberately and sys­
tematically. Liquor played such an impor­
tant part in this process, that the prohibi­
tion of spirits in the Cape Colony could not 
be carried through by the English govern­
ment because of Puritan opposition. 

There were no railways until 1859, ano 
Boer economy in general and on the whole 
remained patriarchal and based on natural 
economy until the sixties. But their patri­
archal attitude did not deter the Boers 
from extreme brutality and harshness. It 
is well known that Livingstorre complained 
much more about the Boers than about the 
Kaffirs. 

The Boers considered the Negroes an 
object, destined by God and- Nature to 
slave from them, • and as such an indis­
pensable foundation of their peasant econ- • 
omy. So much so that their answer to the 
abolition of slavery in the English colonies 
in 1836 was the 'Great Trek', although. 
there the owners had been compensa­
ted with £3,000,000. 

By way of the Orange River and Vaal, 
the Boers emigrated from the Cape Colony 
and in the process they drove the Mata­
bele to the North, across the Limpopo, 
setting them against the Makalakas. Just 
as the American farmer had driven the 
Red Indian West before him under the 
impact of capitalist economy, so the Boer 
drove the Negro to the North. 

The 'Free Republics' between the 
Orange River and the Limpopo thus were 
created as a protest against the designs of 
the English bourgeoisie on the sacred 

right 01 slavery. The tiny peasant 
republics were in constant guerilla war­
fare against the Bantu Negroes. 

And it was on the backs of the Negroes 
that the battle between the Boers and the 
English government, which went on for 
decades, was fought. The Negro 
question, i.e. the emancipation of the 
Negroes, · ostensibly aimed at by the 
English bourgeoisie, served as a pretext 
for the conflict between England and the 
republics. In fact, peasant economy and 
great capitalist colonial policy were here 
competing for the Hottentots and Kaffirs, 
that is to say for their land and their 
labour power. 

Both competitors had precisely the 
same aim: to subject, expel or destroy the 
coloured peoples, to appropriate their land 
and press them into service by the aboli­
tion of their social organisations. Only 
their methods of exploitation were funda­
mentally different. 

While the Boers stood for out-dated 
slavery on a petty scale, on which their 
patriarchal peasant economy was foun­
ded, the British bourgeoisie represented 
modern large-scale capitalist exploi­
tation of the land and the natives. The 
Constitution of the Transvaal (South 
African) Republic declared with crude pre­
judice: 'The People shall not permit any 
equality of coloured persons with white 
inhabitants, neither in the Church nor in 
the State'. 

In the Orange Free State and in the 
Transvaal no Negro was allowed to own 
land, to travel without papers or to walk 
abroad after sunset. Bryce tells us of a 
case where a farmer, an Englishman as it 
happened, in the • Eastern Cape Colony 

How gold 
prices have 
changed 

had flogged his Kaffir slave to death. 
When he was acquitted in open court, his 
neighbours escorted him home to the 
strains of music. The white man frequent­
ly maltreated his free native labourers 
after they had done their work - to such 
an extent that they would take to flight, 
thus saving the master their wages. 

The British government employed pre­
cisely the opposite tactics. For a long time 
it appeared as protector of the natives; 
flattering the chieftains in particular, it 
supported their authority and tried to 
make them claim a right of disposal over 
their land. 

Wherever it was possible, it gave them 
ownership of tribal land, according to 
well-tried methods, although this flew in 
the face of tradition and of the actual 
social organisation of the Negroes. All 
tribes in fact held their land commun­
ally, and even the most cruel and des­
potic rulers such as the Matabele 
Chieftain Lobengula merely had the right 
as well as the duty to allot every family a 
piece of land which they could only retain 
so long as they cultivated it. 

The ultimate purpose of the British 
government was clear: long in advance it 
was preparing for land robbery on a 
grand scale, using the native chief­
tains themselves as tools. But in the 
beginning it was content with the 
'pacification' of the Negroes by extensive 
military actions. Up to 1879 were fought 
nine bloody Kaffir wars to break the resis­
tance of the Bantus. 

British capital revealed its real inten­
tions only after two important events had 
taken place: the discovery of the Kimber­
ley diamond fields in 1869-70, and the dis­
covery of the gold mines in the Transvaal 
in 1882-5, which initiated a new epoch in 
the history of South Africa. 

Then the British South Africa Com­
pany, that is to say Cecil Rhodes, went 
into action. 

Public opinion in England rapidly 
swung over, and the greed for the treas-
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;~~sa.Zixrmb~rg ... • < •. ·•···•· i \ 
•Pfi~ of,~uth Af'riqi ... urged ·the-British 
government on to drastic measures. South 
Afri9!, was suddenly •fl()()ded -with irrµni-

• ~pmts who had hitherto only appe.tred in 
sma)l.numbe~sm immigration l1ave been 
:pefltcted tothe United States. But .with 
Jhf disc;overy of the diamqnd and gold 
fiel,ds, the numbers of white people inJhe 
•S<;>tith African colonies grew by leaps and 
.pounds: petween 18&,5 and 1895, 100,()()() 
·BritjsJ:i 'hadjmmigrated into \Yitwate.rs-
ratid alone. •• • •• • • • 

{ :}file fubdesf Jeasaht.economy was •• forth­
:with pushed intothe backgro11nd .. ::-:--Jhe .•. 
mines, ~nd th11~ the trtlning.capital, com­
ing Jo the Jore. The POiicy oLthe 1;3ritish 
government veered round abruptly. • 
; Great Britai11 had Jecognised the Boer 
J:lep11J,lics .by the .Sand Juver .,Agreement 
and the ,Treacy .of Bloem.fonteinin the 
fifties. Now he.r political might advanced 
uponJhe ti11y republicsJrom every side, 
:oc;cupyipg all 11eighbollring. disttjcts ancl 
cutting offaHpossibilityof expansion. > 

•At/the sem1;: time >the J'iegroes, no 
Jonger protected favollrite.s, were sacrk 
{iced .. British capital was.steaclily forging 
aheil<i.t .\. \ .·. t•·><··:<.: 

In 186&, B.ritian took over the .rule of 
Basu.tol;md-' only, of co11r~e, because the 
natives had 'repeatedly implored' her to 
clo so>~ 187l, the Witwatersrand dia­
µioncl fields, or .West ,Griqualand, were 
seized from the Orange Free State and 

;y •.. • ... •>. ····)·.\/. /)? • i·•····.</\ . 

turneii inti a Crown f~l~ny, In1879, i~u- •• 
land was subjectecl,'later to become part 
of the Natal Colopy; inJ885Jollowed the 
subjection o(Bech11analanci, to .be joined 
to Jhe •· .<:ape Conoly, . In.• 1888 Britain 
took. over .. •.Matabele and fyfashonaland, 
and in 1889 . the British South Africa 

• Company was given a. Charter for. both 
these .. distric;ts, agaip, ofcourse, .. only .to 

>oblige Jhe natives and at theirtequest. 
Between.1884 and 18&7, Britain annexed 
St. L11da Bay and the entirt:: Eas(Coast as 
far as the Portuguese possessions, In 1894 
she subjected Tongaland,. 

With t~eir,l~ststrength, the Matabele 
and Mashona foughtone111ore clesperate 
battle, but the Company, with Rhodes at 
the head, fast .Jiquidated the rising in 
blood and at once proceed,ed to the well· 
tried measme for dviHsing .and pacifying 
the natjves: two large railways. were .built 

• in the rebellio11s district. > • • < • <. 
The . ·•• 13oer Republics were . feeling 

increasingly uncon;1fortaple in this sudden 
stranglehold, a.nd their internal .. affairs as 
well were becoming completely disorgan­
ised. The overwhelming influx .oLimmi­
grants ans! the risir)g tides of the Jrem;ied 
new capitaHst economy now threatened to 

. tt~~~ _the harriers Rf thtsmall. peasll!lt 

Tl1ere was indeed a blatant . c;onflict 
. _l)etween agtjcultmal and political ~asant 

~cqp9rny ·9# • • ttj{! on~'/.<handit an~.[{the ; . 
ctem~cis,._iin~ re4u!r1;m~;9ts.,:§ • • ' , !:!.i,;'.}l . 

.. majatton 9{c;ap1t.a]pn the othe ... r~s- •Nii\ 
( pe~fa, the republics. w,:;re quite unable to V 

. ':.XSRI>e ·wit.h. thes,:;.n~W-J?fObie~'.'i1niWtW>t'l)'f 
• i.. Toe COll~tant cl.il.ngers~orriJhf ~ffirs, , •. 

ii .• no. <dou~t .·.•· regi1rded .... fa_voµrably <PY sth~.f\U, 
•• ·.··lli:itish., •. Jhe· µnwie)dy.· •.• prilllitive admi~s./))i"t 

·.·.tratiop, the gra(.iµal. ~rruption of\the<Yi 
vplk~rqqc( in,iwhich ... t);te .<gr7at :capitajists>fad< 
• got tryeir way by}J?fibery ,Jac~ ,i;ifa 'l'PJice /it/t 

•• forc;eJo keep th7 Jtndistjplineci .cro-.y~ .of) {;: 
adventw.ers in some.sembl/l.1.1ce ... of:order;\/\f'.it> 

• the apsence of labo11r le~slaticmforiegu 0jjt} 
lati11g and;securing t_he expl<>itation(,>f.the {I ... 
Negroes . m .the. m111es, lc!.,c~ :of\"'.ater<S\';% 
supplies a~d transpodJo proyige fqi-)6e \:{} • 
colony of 100,()()() jlllmigrants Jh.it)haci • •• 

' ·,su~denly :· SPfllllg µp,;fhigh. •,i>r<itectjye. 
/ tariffs .which mcreased the costof laJ?<>m 
•••.forthe.5apita!ists, WJd·•·high/frieght~:Jor 
.. coal .··· .•. < aU. <these> factors '. ·combi~ed 

tOwil,r~s the. sudde11 a{lci. stuTTp\ng pallk-• 
rnptcy.gftjte.i>easlilfltJePu~J.ic;s.< > •• 

••· ·•···•;TI!ey ttjed .•opstinate!Y:ailci/Hllilll/l,~rt~ },(if' ,. 
attve!y, to .... clefenciJhelllselves. again~ttbe.·.·.>•· 
St1cid1en ,.eruption 'ot> q1,pital~sin .• -~.hic;h •••• ,, 
engi.i,lfed tr~m, :r,,ith ap.•i.ncreciiply .£fpde ' 

••• measure, >such ¥. only;.a . stµj?l>orp<and. 
hic;le~boll.lld . peasant§brai11./coulci\,haye/ 
devis.'ect: tr~Y dep,~d aiC~ivic r)ghts tgithe' 
uitl«ryders who.outn,11mberec;l.Jhen,1by.••f¥ ••-; 
and wh.o stoodJor C.tpital, power.,all~Jhe}\:"tt< 
trend of the time .. In those critical times it < .: 
was aii .ill~omened triclc, . < < , 

The mismanagement of the pe;i~ant . ·.· <• 
republics caused a considerapJe.red11ction ,;iii 
of dividends, .on ·no account.to be put. up.\\}> 
with. Mining capital had come to the'erid>'\;)!;c: , 
of it~Aether. The British South ¥rica 
Cornpany~1,1iltr.ailroads,/put. down 'the 
Kaffjrs, org.ipised i-evolt~ ofthe:~itla719'.~rs ;, 
and finally provoked the Bot,r: WaI',i'fhs ):;;/, 
bell had tolled f<;>r pe/l.Sant .~g>p<;>my .. )fi/y\j:fR 

In the JJnited States, .·.the< i;:conolllic .. h • 
revol unon bad, pegun with <I war' Jn. ~u.th .. )0-M. 

• . Africa :W¥•PµtJl:iept:riod to this ch11pter,?\it> 
Yetj.t bothjnsta11ces, Jhe oµt9ome was .·/? ... . 

>the.: •• same:: capital Jriumphe!d -<;>ver. ~he! .'.y\j: f.•·'···.·,,.·.• .. : .•. :.:.·.•.·.·~ .... ·., .• : .• ,· .•. :.·•••·· t.~.·.•· small peasa11teconomy w.hich ·had in· its>'(:•\: . > • 
turncome into bei11g on the rui11spf nat11r- ····• 
al econowy. repr~sent~d by.th.e patives' '.{{6h , 
primitive organisatiohs.·<···•·i·.··•·····•••·'.>•·.····•··): /< 

The. dolllipation of capital wa:, a. Jqre­
gone .copclusion, andjt wasjust as.hopei\:: 
less .fqr the Boer ~epubj\c;s to re.sist ·•.~· it \! 
had P!!en for the Arr\erican farmer. G apjf.il 
offtcially took .over the reinsjn the: l1~:W 
South. Afric;.tn Unjon whic;b reptacedit!te 
small peasant republics by a &teat .modem,. 
state, as • envisaged <by Cecil Rhqdes'. 
imperialist.progr.tlllme .. 'fhe ne:w conpj.ct 
between capital .. :·and Jabour,had s11~.r, 
seded the . old one benv~en 13ritish 'aiid 
Dutch. \ i \ 

One Il!illion white ex;ploiters of .J>oth 
nations sealed their toµc;hing Jratei;nal 
alliance within the Union with the dvµ and 
political .. disfra11chisement o(. five 'tnilliot(i 
coloµred workers. Not only the fllegr~~ of ·•. i< 

the Boer. Republics came away ewpcy: { ; 
••handed,.<.but ,the ·natives pf .th~. Cape,-><: 

Colony; whow the.13ritish government had /' 
at one. time .· grant1;:d politica) e911a)icy, 
were also deprived of some oftheirrjghts/ 

~d .this noble .work, clllminil,!ing u11cl~r 
the impedalisLPOlicy .cf the Cot1s.erva,, 
tives inopen oppressio~, was act11ally.to>,f 

•• be fi11ished, py the Libe,;al Parcy it~elf, \ 
atnid frenzied appla11s~ fromJhe }lib.era! \ 

·• cretins ofE11rope' who r,,ith s~ntiment.al • 
\ pride took .ts proofof the still wntinµiijg ··.·. { 
, creative vjgo11r and greatness of English <, 
liberalism t):Je ··••· fact th.tt BtjJain ~ad· 
granted c;omplete ?self,govermnent and 
freedornto a handful . .of .whites in South 
,Africa. • 
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i ,(J lftiWfli"l:i 
S6111~--sd<lth Afdc~nca;itaHstswant a 

.. modi~~ation i11 the system,. so long as the 
(:,; .:.: ... pla~k: workers will keep quiet and not 

'< ' dema11d too much. 'Ine \Vhite workers; 
\it Ji} h6\\'ever, are in 'their great majority sup­

porters of apartheid. How did this come 
about7 •.· :· .·. .·.·.·. < . ,. 
. \111e earfywhite working class was often 
miiitanh In 1883 white diamond miners 
stf~.ck against strip Searches for stolen 

: diamC>nds, Yet they made no attempt at 
common cause with the black miners who 
were to strike ori the same issue four years 
latel'. Arid when told that London dockers 
had agreed to such searches, they replied: 

:(' • •.~eit~et' can·. overseers • rightly be corn, 
i\ pa.r~d with dock labourers. Actually dock 
\\' labourers occupy, the position of our 

0~ h;rtour<>f.Africa Glen'/~ Kinnock 
rnet'a black student from South Africa 

•. siudying English,and was. reported as 
saying th~tshehoped that English and 
~~tJ.\fri'kaans would be spoken in a 
democratic South Africa; 
'/.Apartheid is often blallled exclu, 

: siy-et•,( ori th~ Afrikanen (60% ofwhite 
·''· 504th J.\fricans)·as if the English•. • •• 

speaking40'¾, were inno~ent. 
: f lriJact th~ first versill11 of the apa.r-..• 
theid'systelTI of labour control was 
J11tr~duced in the di~mondmines 

.•· under British rule. A similar system 
,--,_,,,;,,·-,----:-·.- -,--:.:, ·--_-_-,_. -:-:-_-_- ---=------- ----- ----·-:--'-

Kaffirsn (Africans}. 
From the start the white workers were 

usually overseers and supervisors, paid 
maybe tetl'tifues as much as the black 
workers. In the early days of gold mining; 
until after World War 1, the white miners 
were like sub-contractors. The black 
workers were paid flat rates; the whites 
were paid piece rates according to the 
work done by the blacks under their super­
vision. 

Many of the white trade. unionists saw 
the defence of the colour bar as a defence 
of organised labour against unorganised, 
low-paid labour = and, in particular, a 
defence of their own jobs. The best social0 

ists among them got only as far as saying 
that race questions were a diversion and 

was exte11ded and regularisedforthe 
whole of South Africa in the years 
after Britain won the Boer War, 

The min'eowners who pioneered 
South African capitalism were over­
whelmingly· British-based, and they 
paid 75% of their dividends to British 
shareholder's. 

,:: 

To identify hostility to apartheid 
with hostility fo Afrikaans is doubly 
stupid because many South African 
coloureds, as well as whites, are 
Afrikaans-speaking 1 

-,:-:: -- •', ·,: -- ,· •• • •• ' <:-_".:<:-_- _ _., __ ._:·· 

an irrelevance, and the only real issue \1/a.s 
capitalists versus workers.white or black.·• • 

During the Rand Revolt of 1922 these 
a.ttitudes were expressed in the slogan, 
'Workers of the World Fight and Unite for. 
a White South Africa'. White socialists. 
saw this as defending 'civilised stan­
dards\ 

Fighti.ng i_ <i>/ . 
Some of the strikers sang theRed Hag ' 

as they \vere sent to the-'gallows for their • ·" 
part in the fighting. with government. 
forces. Yet at the start of the disputethe,: 
strikers had . been encouraged b)' the , 
police to set up armed squads on . the'; ' 
understanding that they would supp~ess ' 
any unrest among the blacknuners •. y < 

After 1917, under the impact of the I3ols\) • 
shevikrevolution and Bolshevikfheory, a\ 
small minority of • white ·worker~ faoke > 
from racism and founded the Communist 
Partyof South Africa. The Russian Revo~ 
lution, and especially the USSR's treat•· . 
ment of its dark-skinned peoples, also• 
inspired many black South Africans; the 
first sizeable black union ih SouthAfrica, . 
the Industrial arid Commercial Union,\va.s • 
formed in 1919. > . ii. <>·. \ <. >i· 

The CP, at first exclusively white in 
membership, moved slowly towards anew.··•·••· 
outlook. > . : . < ) .. \ . . i' • 

In1922 it justired the slogan 'VVor~ers 
of the World Unite for a White South 
Africa'; in 1924 it suppoded the N~tionat .. 
ist-Labour alliance, saying that this wa.s an 

./:·.!./_-,;_-_,:_\.\\ 
';:>>>{(\ 







W11:Jlnenl]i1. r8V01t 
in South Africa are unequal. 

is illegal in all but very restricted 
Relatively few of them 

jobs; having black domestic 
many of thetn are relegated to a 

parasitic existence. . .. . ·. 
But an infinitely greater ·burden of 

sexual oppression is suffered by the black 
women who are domestic servants for the 
white women•·•.•\ii ... • .. ••> ....... ,..... ·•: 

.... Indian wotnen\ in South Africa have 
• special problems because of the religious 
and cultural traditions of their community 

mean that ·very few of them indeed 
get waged jobs. African women 

hardest-hit victims of the whole 
labour system. ii ....... ··ii• ... · ................ ·.•·· .. •< .. • .. i .. i··. 

relies on and exploits the 
ct1-•11,-.·h,.,,. in its most stripped­

,.~ ... - n••··"~ 1•• economic form. The African 
• man appears the white city, unencum­

bered, as artdwhefffequired as a worker; 
meanwhile the African woman stays on 

the bantusfail,·work:ihkthe land to gain a 
subsistence, bringing up the next genera­
tion of workers, arid maintaining the male 
worker in periods when the capitalist does 
not need hitn. 

Flawed. 
U:ivi a.nd companionship, · .. however 

flawed in the norinal capitalist family, are 
rtotpfovided for at all here. TheWornan in 
the fainily is an economic reservoir and 
shock-absorber for capital, and nothing 
more. The male worker is legally forbid­
den to take his wife a.rid children with him 
when he goes to work irt the white areas. 

Most Africa.ilwoinert; therefore, live in 
the bantusta.rts: (Officially, five million out 
of eight million: though a lot of women are 
outside the bantustans illegally). 

Theba.ntustan women suffer desperate, 
grinding poverty, relieved only by remit-

........ > < ............ · .. ·· ... · ........................................... i>/:}i 
faJces. from men working in wll .. it~ 
as andvvhen those remittancesa.ri-iv~{ 

And worse. The system in th~ ~~ 
Stans, .. mled by chiefs undet}1 a1 
verslon • of African traditions. i~posecil 
the white government, is very male'~d' 
nated. Almost all women/ in'. the: ban 
stands have the same legafstatus·as·t 
dren, utterly dependehtoritheii fathe}s 
husbands. Oneofthefifst measure'! 
Transkei when> it i beCame .•. 'inde'' 
dent' was to legalise P<)lygamy, ,~ 
women go outside the bantustanstth 
pass books have to include a ~:rlllitff 
theirfatheror husband. •• .. \ .. :•;; .. 

Bophllthatswana bantustani>·.~dd~f .. ; 
'ritt?·d~tf element to thi~/pprtJ~·· 
oppressior1. A £50 million reso1 C?T11P 
includes gambling, sports, arid drte •• 
and lots of black women prostitutes, 
wealthy whites driving across Jhe· bdt 
from South Africa. . < > \ \ ••• '' 

The fI!igrant -Iab<>rir/baritustan 
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ogmatic form is unliveable, and in 
a substantial degree it has broken 
Family structures have shattered: 

3% of African-women are married, 
·nst 46% of white women, and 60% 
ldren in Soweto are born out of 

age. 
lions of women enter the white areas 
ly to find work. They find forms of 
ssion perhaps less bleak than on the 
stans, but scarcely less severe. 
decreasing but still large pro­
n of African women work as domes-. 
rvants for white women. (One quar­

women employed in 1980-'- black 
- were domestic servants).' 

r not only long hours, low pay, 
al humiliation, but also. a law 
them to live with their hus­

en if the employer agrees. 

easing numbers of women have jobs 
.. In 1946 African women were 

o of all production workers in 
rica. Now in the textile industry 
0% of the workforce (1981). 

1973 and 1981 the proportion 
in the black workforce increased 
o 22%. (These official figures 
underestimate the situation 

se. of illegal workers). Since the 
970s black women have also begun 

t jobs like nurses, teachers, cashiers, 
clerks, etc. 
en there, however, their wages are 

han men's. And generally mater­
eements for black women are so 

omen have to try. to conceal 
, from the employers and to 

t oughthem. 
black townships women find 

terrible conditions. Housing is overcrow­
ded (an average of five people per room 
in Soweto). The brutalising, depressing 
conditions of black male workers often 
drive them to take it out on women. Wife­
battering is common; rapes have been 
estimated to run at 800 per day in South 
Africa. Rape of a white woman by a black 
man can bring the man a death sentence, 
but the police regard rape of a black 
woman as a minor offence. 

Worried by the fact that African birth 
rates outstrip whites, the government pro­
vides free contraception. The injected con­
traceptive Depo-Provera, which is cheap 
and effective but banned in many 

Western countries because of side­
effects on women's health, is widely used. 1 

Black women in South Africa do not just 
suffer. They have played an active role in 
the liberation movement, and today the 
importance of women's organisation and 
women's demands is recognised by both 
ANC and the black consciousness move­
ment. 

This .recognition did not come without 
struggle. As late as 1955, the Freedom 
Charter made only the slightest and most 
abstract references to women's demands. 

At the conference which adopted the 
Charter the Federation of South African 
Women put forward a whole series of 
demands relating to health care, educa­
tion, housing, social services and food. 

They included specific demands for 
women in the reserves/bantustans .,- the 
provision of medical, educational and 
,shopping facilities, etc. 

This proposal came under attack. The 
Congress leadership argued that it 
implied acceptance of the principle of 
separate reserves for Africans 
and criticised the women for not thinking 
the issue through clearly enough. 

' The Federation accepted this criticism 
and withdrew their proposal. But Cherryl 
Walker argues that the FSA W was being 
'unnecessarily humble'. She writes: 

"Merely ignoring those areas (bantu­
stans) because they formed part of an 
unacceptable policy did not solve the prob­
lems of basic survival confronting the 
people living there. Nor did it assist those 
people develop their own strategies for 
resisting the very policies which kept them 
in an impoverished and dependent 
position". (Women and Resistance in 
South Africa). 

Another controversial aspect of the 
Federation's doument, 'what women 
demand', was its call for birth control 
clinics (fulfilled in perverted form by the 
white government since then). This 

• demand, which went against deeply 
ingrained ideas about female sexuality, 
was not included in the Freedom Charter. 

Apart from a general statement about 
'equal rights for all without discrimination 
on the grounds of colour, race, sex or 
belief' and apart from one clause calling 
for special medical care for mothers and 
young children, the Charter had nothing 
to say about the democratic rights of 
women. 

Another arena in which women had to 

fight to make their voice heard was the 
fight against pass laws. For many years 
the white government, assuming that 
African women would stay on the land and 
were not wage workers, had not required 
them to have pass books. In 1952 they 
started to impose pass laws on women. It 
took a fierce struggle over many years 
before they succeeded. 

The climax came in the Johannesburg 
anti-pass protests of 1958. By this tiine the 
government had succeeded in issuing 
about a million pass books to African 
women, mainly in the rural areas. Now the 
acid test came as they began to take on the 
large towns. 

A campaign of mass civil disobedience 
broke out, with active leadership given by 
the ANC Women's league and the 
Federation of South .African Women. 
Thousands went to gaol and participated 
in demonstrations. 

But the ANC leadership took a cautious 
stance. They argued that it was placing a 
large financial burden on Congress to get 
the women out of gaol. In any case, the 
ANCstressed that the anti-pass campaign 
was under their direction and not that of 

, the women and that it was not obliged to 
consult with the Federation or the 
Women's League 'on each and every 
aspect'. 

Momentum 
Under intense pressure from the 

authorities, a mass demonstration ·was 
called off and in its place a 'parade' of 
about three or four thousand took place. 
At this point, when there was clearly a lull 
in the momentum of the campaign, the 
ANC decided that 'the first phase had 
ended' and called off the campaign. 

Whether this was right or wrong was 
arguable. Perhaps it was better to call off 
the civil disobedience at its height 
rather than let it fizzle out. However, 
Cherryl Walker writes: 

"It was essential for the ANC to follow 
up on the women's campaign. Having 
submitted to the ANC's authority, the 
women were entitled to exp~ct that the 
participation of the men in the rest of the 
campaign would be active. In this they 
were disappointed. 

The FSA W's report ... concluded: 'The 
·Federation awaits direction from the ANC 
as to the course which the anti-pass cam­
paign will follow and requests that this 
direction may be given in the very near 
future ... Women await with impatience the 
active entry of men into the anti-pass 
campaign'.'' 

This request was repeated the follow­
ing year but the leadership never mater­
ialised. • 

Women have also played a big role in 
the new non-racial unions. Some unions 
have taken successfut action for equal pay 
and for maternity agreements. 

There were 24 women general secre­
taries of unions in 1983, but this does not 
represent as much progress as it seems, 
for in the South African non-racial unions 
general secretary is usually seen as an 
administrative rather than a high-profile 
position. 

Lydia Kompe, Transvaal organiser for a 
FOSATU union, notes that "No union has 
yet elected a branch chairlady ... Perhaps a 
female treasurer, since people think a 
woman is more responsible 1and will be 
more careful with money .... 

"Even in textiles, where there's mostly 
women, I've never heard of a chairlady of 
the branch or a president" (quoted in 

,McShane et al. p.87). 



arter, ed in 1955. It 
ed by an ·alliance of the African 
ongress, the South Africa11 
gess, • the South Afric;m Col · 
e 's Congress; an +'· • • • 

-mocrats. 

s bee11 critic1. 
ostly by mote 'blnck­

s like the Pan-Africanist 
split from the ANC in 
ent-day black co•15dous~ 
s. rne critiques see the 

libt'ral document", and 
ge of politics ,•afy­
xclu51Vely African 
narv socialism. 

fined its aiin as "govefo­
of the Africans by the Africans, and 

Africans. with everybody who owes 
ly loyalty to Africa and is prepared 
ept the democratic rule of the Afri­
ajority being regarded as African'\ 
ever, the Freedom Charter rentairis 
t-kl16wn prograintne\. 

dernncracv in Sclnh Al",ica: 
'based 011· the wil.l nf the 
cratic sl:.lte; equ/ll rights 
of race, cohur, sex or belief: an admin-­
istratfon inwhich 'all people \\ill be eriti- . 
tied to take part': the almlifo1n ,.,f allrad,,t 
and aparthel<l Ja·ws and :.i.ricticc:s: 
ces, tinder law; frt~ednn1 of 5pecch 
organisation; the right to 
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b:mks and large h1dLtstries be •1ation, 
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model .. . . . 
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)j[ras~!'f.~ a .;crucial basi~\hf .. OJ)JJressi;1{ .• in \ • 111,ltJdillg l1eigli.t~ 9L j1{ci\l§try. 'fhis is ngn .. 
)Ri~pvfli .. 1\fr.)cajlpd thatpo amoµnLof.theoz> '· sense; ·.nariona!iJation is/not •necessarily 
•fetiqeJ)soph\~try »ill di§SOlve.iit int?.>the Sc)Chl!ism. \ and <in Squrh \Africa >state .. < 
(e◊nfradictjons.of/'£apitaI .. itself>· All ownership in.in\iustry has always :twen .... 

, }i/~~ic~'}~s, ):iiac:ks; clq)1aye an )nterest ,i11 •• • ·extensive. Soni~ 58% .of Soµth 11.ftic:i's 
yJ1ie9xerthi:i;iw o[Jhe ap~i-theid.~Jate; 11par- fife(l capitµl stost is st.ite-owned- < . i 
;:.;,theJd,;1,s gf1en Jh~ mqs\ pressingJorrn of •.•1:he othec.yersig11 of this ··argu111entis 
)%\.ipnt~s;,ion,t'eltby blacks; and blackwork, •·•'•···· • tha.i the freedqm Charter i~ effectively 
;') ers.;.i;~n al}ywith Qi her placksi11 CO!)lll10n • soc;ialist <because, ... thqugh formally it. 
(iopro.~iliqn t91\Parthei4 a.ndJhey would be demands nothing not possible under capi-. 
'iffooH~l1>t(),·ignorn th,i~:.oppqnunity .• :for talism,•in ... ·.rractice It CQ\)ld n.o ..... tbe realised.'.•· 
i\cominon action. • •••••• • f · 1· B · · short o socia 1s111. µt a socrnhst. pro-.. 

"'.fi[i,J~;~!t1s ';:!~;!:,it::\.. . ~\;iiitJf 1I:¼2~~i:l'f ]:~0,1;: . 
iji~'thef{elves.'.()ffpotonly/rom this pos1,ipil- • explanation bfhCJ,v sqciety s~n be)rans~. 
;,'jty pfalliap5e between workers and piher \ formed byJhe ':".<l.fking cl ass'.\ \ . •.•.• •. 
}.,de.1J1oer.its;-;t'1ey ;ils.ocut themseives off ½'hatever.its merit.s .as a democr.atic 
}\frozy/the ··M'Orki11/$ cla#titself which is , programme, the FreedCJm CJ1arterjs cer-
t remjnc:led every day z by Pass Laws, tajply not socialist. 
i.r~hit~''l)<Jl.ic.e., t::ol.<;mr .bars etc "'7)hat the 
)';achjexem~11·t of pCl}itic.iLlibegy and\the • Foeclc1matory 
,,ovtrthrow<.of apartheip is . their. 011'/I i •.· < •.·.··.·.·.··.·. · ·•·····•· ··•· ••· .. · .. · .... ··· • •· .. · .. ··. •··• 
i)mm~j.ife:go.ilas w.ell.-'" > • • < • < ... •• The111ore\crious criticism ofthe Free>·· 
;' TQ~ strµ~gle JCJr socj.ilism Js not Jhe dom Charter is.that,+ considered as a 
ypr1Jy,gr.1.1ggle.. jn ,Sou.th Africa for. black < democratkpi:ograrnrne is not suffic-
(\.}VQrkef/i-'They.want .trade union rights,· icntly democratic. • 
;'polif!fal • §µff rage, fre.e.ciom . <of mpve- It is declamatory, Jailing .to lin.k its 
?n,.erit, ascess tqall jqbsregardless of r.ice, general principles to immediate demands, •• 
\':'.egµ~l)Jyb~fcire thflaw, the end of despot-. Ir says almost !)Othingabo% the(iemo; .. 
,Jc l.iw~ an<I,.so fort.h. 59<.:ialists.who lliive cratic rights of women .. ··• i < \ ....... • 
i{.iJlydJt9. rec9_griis(:; this .end up. n_ec~s.- AndJhe C9ngrcss.Alliance was. explieit~. 
{sarilx'irithe.rnost~l"idse.<.:tarianism.··. // ly not nqn-raci . .il; it was rather nmlti- ..... 

~{.iltern.itive socialist reaction against racial. It expres~ed an alliance bas.ed on. 
:thy J:"Q.stage' theory of the 'Communist distinct racially defined groupings: Afri-
·Paryf.has ,peen tqideclare that)he free-·.. C,\n, Indi-111, Colclured.ipd Eurqpean, whq 
. dorq;Qi11rter isa socialist programmejn came. together >in order to .. fight the 
·tlia,t!'g_-:syts :.out ·to <,1ationalise. ths.: corn- i,omr11on .ene1t1y of)1pa1:-theic,i. Each ofJh.e ••• 
.,...,....,._.,........,_.,.........,._ ................ ,-----..-,---------

".9is1\i1~;1121~ciJJtt)v$a cci 
iinc,i ... f!;)presented : their . .<:> 

\.raciaJ grn,Gri11g\@ \ftifC!I'tfa,. ..· .. •<cx;;;:-r 
• :_'Thi~ multicricial ~9.~ceptjcin wa,~.:51ear)i 
,·.,expr.essed.,;i1,1 tPoi11t/ .. Two . .c.of/the ,free:.i 
••• ·.•,,do1~· Cli.~11:er;(;···tt\f\:,'\} -;''}C>.}1\i"''M/t:> 

\' Alj)nation~J grqµps s.11.ill. haye.eqµaL 
right;, ,.',There .sl}all be equal -~ta,tus inJh~\ 
tlCldies of the stilte; in the cpµi-ts apcl iri t!Je ·, 
~{twolsJor allJ1atio11al .groups. and .. race~; 
·all 1]ation.i]grmms.sh111J,!?e. PFm!:lcte9.,by/ • 
1il_W •• against .insult~ Jo t.heir • r~se ar,9 
nation!!\ pride; all peqple,sha1!'1ave)'.!9,\!,al 

> rights 'to µse Jhe.ir.' ow11/la11gt1!ige.. ~,i:1dT 
tqdeve}pp their ownJolk.c:µlture.a,pd cµ~7 
toms; >tlJe. prea,ching <.µ\d vrnctii;;e../of, 
national, race or col9ur discriminatiori ancl. 
s9nteinpt sh~!lJ:ie ii punis'1aple sfone; !!Jf 
apartheidJa.ws and pra.<:;tices sll;'\ll J:ix s~t ; 
a~ide.';·.•·••>••::·.,, .. r·-;.((}n .. ·c••· H'./·· · .. ··•••'··• 

Jhis nmlti-i:;tcialism has)peen j'1e sµbc ..... ··• 
jectpf{nuch,debate jn theHbe.ratiop mgx'e<}" 
• rnent. }Jhe p!incip.il jn'oP)fm ~th •• t'1e' 
C'h,artedies not.with '-1/hatitjnc)µdes,. bµt 
with,whatJt leaves out .. ,1.t is quite c9rrect\ 
that ·th~ ...• right.i of 

0

cJiffere11t;\groupings··.jll''· 
So.µth. iAfri9a ... ·sh()1.1ld. :Rt··•··• pi:otesJecl. by ia .. •> 
democratisJ~ov~rnJ.11.erit;{;tny)ci.n,d.•. qfJlis~·;: • 
crimin;ttion ()rJ ....• the ground~ oLi-f~ce 9( 
nationality .would. be, entirely ,un11ccept~.:< 
able.'•·'• • ·• •··· ' '' ' 

< Ha~i~I ·<••?;,, 
But .. tile d~liiocrafi~ goaf:is to ~9 11;J~ 

withj·a,cial<.;at~g9i:ies a,.JJ9get'11er .:' th.it,is •,.r 
to achie.ye a sgsiety i.q\whish ra.cia.lidentjfr. ' 
ication.pl;tys nopapt;/JnereisQ(i)rasf of. 

• this clen1ocratic ,~spir.,t(iqn dn th1e '.'Q1a.rt~tf, 
and in this it reflects the racial basis of th.e 
.Alliance whicb formedthe:Ch.irter,. < ' 

< ' The C0111mµnist.',Pa.rty 'based itself o,ri / 
th,e 'lifeless, logic chopping interprftatipfl 
of Stalin's ciefinitiori of.nati9n' .. No Silo/e; 
quotes. Jh,e ·'unadulte,rated ·•liberal;:.bour,; 

'geois <.;onclµ~ion' <reached •QY . tJw, 
USS!{ theorisI J:_'()tehkin;/'Joday i.n, S<Juth)f< 
Africa the Prosess ofJorri1irig two,11ati6ri;1) 
societies continues.,th.it ofthe.13antu.a1Jd 
of Ahe : Apglo-Afrikaner.\Therefare .. no· 
groundsJor as~uming that cine ria,Jion c~n • 
be formed .. which wo.11ld emprace Jhe 

·•Bantll, theColouredsJ11nd Jh,e. ,Apglo,} 
A,frikane.rs. JIJe ••• C9)qured~}~O\lld not ';~f,. 
thisJJme ··be.cornea compqnent.p;trt of foe, •. 

• \natiqnal ,,13antu ,gioue, they do not .. kn9'Y/ 
• th,e B.intu languages anci jn l1111guagef 
. .. cultural forms.and self-co1,1sciousness they,< 
•teno to 'ide1itify themselves wHh th,fi 
Anglo-.Afrikancrs. Tlie Indians an: corn, 
pletely ···a. separate ·groµp.'.,'O(No '5,i..:\Ve, 
'011e~ania ,pnena(\pn',p.98) .. /. \<. 

The J11ck of de~ocrat.ic perspectivt 
di.verted attentionil'Y;t)'.,fr,om Jh~ que~tio~}> 
pf .... the class ch,;tracter anc:l ~lass,Jeaderr• 
ship of the aHiance.Ratherthan appeatjng} 
as ·w'1at. it. was > ·an alliani:;!;) betw!;!en • 
c:ljfferen( • elas~cs o,f the )Oppre!;sed jt 

, a ppearecl .is an all.iance 9f c:lifferent rasial .·. 
groupings. µndfr the. donunance 'of the • 
n,ajority race,/the <Africans:. T'1e class 
question was buried beneath the surface. • 
• The budatofclass issufs. in t~e>Free:O 

ciom Cb.irter meant ,the iso)a.tion of clem9, 
.cratic ·•··· aspirations <from the .jmme<liate. O·.· 
SClCial d1emands()fthc :black.working class. t 

The Q1arteriabstracts jts vision ofl!c 
future democratic SouthAfrica.frqm,,..iny+ i 
class ccipfent, )Vhat this means \p prasi(. 
tice is no( the actual.eliminatiofl ,ofcl~~ ... , 
is~ues, • bat the .),ubordip,tion .. of those./ 
thmgs >Which are most impo~ant ,tO/ 
workers .to Joi:ces outsicle, th.e worldpg ·• 

. class... . > < :·.. < •• ,. ••• < • _-... 
This is.sue of democi-atk,struggle. a1,1~, 

socia.Jist •.•• struggle .. has been Jiiscussed: . 
before, notably arri9ng Rµ~sian l\1'11rxist~ ••• 

l 
/j 
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n.'b;f6t'e\i11d .i1rot1ncf ....... 1.9.1z .. THoughi the,\•· 
'.\ spedfit' cii'ciirnstailces ~re Very. different; 
••• the,•'general tnethdd.usecf by Marxists in. 

.}./ •,i},,-',.'-,·.i.,.\.>.," R\.i~sia: .can bet Hlutttinating fo'r' South • 
Africa.,<:,., \. . • " < : ··.· . . . 

Russiii11 Marxists faced a capitalist 
but hot just any capitalist society. 

was t1rider the semi-feudal rule of 
t:1t1pe1rorJ and his nobility and 

· / t,m;e,ciY,,1.:<r~LC',l 

e 

t that the growth of 
Id almost· automat, 
st liberalism ovet• 

some point after 
second stage 
erthrew cap-

in and Trotsky rejected that view. 
being willirtg to ally with the 

s for any real:strriggle, they placed 
h in them at all. The liberals' hos-
o Tsarism was much more 

• r fear of the working clas 
and eventual 
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l()()ked,to.a'wdtking'.cfa~~< revolution to·. cvidoryconfisc~tedl)ythebfutge8l 
oyetthrow,Jsarisini ·/\\·· .. • \ .. < i <···· '·.· turned •• •.··n,fo .. ,<a. ttte[elyy::jdei:n 

Bt1tr t~at perspective. did. riotr.mean. • ·revolution-" ll ~as C()nceivible{fh / 
riegiecting the· democratic, 'anti-Js.arist' rulirig' "class '___:; spurtecl ori.{ by;"J 
issues, or dissolving thein into a general attempting to pre 0e111pt, tev'olf from, b' 
sociaiist. programme}, On •·· the con- 77 would. transfohn\ the system:-)Jt' 
trnry: land to the peasants. a Constituent • above, albeit in a limited, buteailcra 
Assembly, an eight-hour day, were the way. . . . i , . . ... , 
leading slogans.\ Likewise< in South Africa. ) ~<) 

Trotsky argued that the\vorking class African capitalism's profits are bas~d· 
could and should take the lead on the basis the system which reduces black P~?I? 
of those democratic slogans. But it would cheap labour devoid of rights: If pro / 
do so according to the tempo and the logic depends on the feeble proposal~ .···· •· ,:; 
of the class struggle, not of any abstract every so often by South African .. {Hig// 
scheme. Direct class issues would inter- business for some liberaHsatiort/theti'i l '' 
twine wi'h the democratic issues at each will be a very long time indeed cornirtg 
turn. VVr;c:,-:; the ·,;,orking class triumphed, South African capital needs. the :rag$ 
it could do so only on the basis of ts o-,vn. system. • .) \ \ <''.J''\i\l'.~'i 
programme: working class rule, public But capital does not always gef what, it 
ownership of industry. needs. The black workers are and mu~Jt 

While fighting for this perspective, the driving force of the struggle ag{iqst 
Trotsky did not deny other possibilities. It white supremacy; they will coIJdp~f:flHf 
was possible that the working class, hav- struggle by the rhythms and rnetfroo 
ing smashed the old order, would see its appropriate to their own class i~t 

..,. .. ....., ....... .,......,._ combining it with their own dire9('. . 
demands, and fighting for a vict?l)(.)1/p 

svtiavenda 
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from a letter to South African comrades, Leon Trotsky discussed the 
'two-sfage' strategy for South Africa, and the slogan of a Black Republic. (From 

. Trotsky's 'Writings\ 1934-5). 
·,:. ·-, 

• <,.· i 11ie ~uthAfrii;:a11I)oSsessions of Great 
• • • Britain form a dominion only from the 

point of view of the white minority. From 
the point of the black majority, South 

is a slave colony. 
Nd social upheaval (in the first instance, 

revolution) is thinkable with 
reter1tio,r1 of British imperialism in the 

dominion. The overthrow of 
in South Africa is just 

inciis1~er1sable for the triumph of social.­
as it is for Great 

utio11 willstart first in Great Britain, the 
less support the British bourgeoisie will 
find in the colonies and dominions, include 
ing so important a possession as 
South Africa, the quicker will be their 
defeat at home. The struggle for the 
expulsion of British imperialism, its tools 
and agents thus enters as an indispen­
sable part of the programme of the. South 
African proletarian party; 

Die ovctihtow of the hegemony of Brit­
ish imperialism in South Africa can 
about as the result of a military defeat 

will merge· a democratic and a ~<Jd~ , :),'{J . 
revolution. But it would be a niistake\ y}Jf 
underestimate the flexibility of capitaii'shi:'.• t+:12, 

That mistake was already' madt ny;\f{"t~fff 
many South African leftists in the 19;70s/•;;l:t 
when they underestimated the new rid ··' 
racial unions or conderrtriedthem as. 'e~6· ·t, , 
omistic' and 'reformist' .. because, th:.ey: t ! 
thought that the apartheid state couJd:11qt\li 
possibly allow genuine non-rad<!\ Uili(f • '·, ···' 
to exist for any time at all. \ •) ;.;•. 

The state did not tolerate ·the unions o 
of generosity. But it was forced to gft~~ , 
develop.••• \ i • .• ·.• ' . >>\i? 

There are a number of possibHitie$ ~8\\'} 
other than socialist revolution otf fota 
defeat. ·. .·,, :.,,· , , : • ,'.\ 

Since the 1970s·especiallyasmall·b '<-< 
real middle class has developed iri ' 
blacktownships. . < ,., .. ,.,.,., 

The overthrow of white) supremacy,:·· 
could be followed by the black middle\; 
dass t:siablishillg their t'Uli:: a11d SUJ[)pt·es:s:­
ing the black workers. Or, 
pressure, the white regime 
itself ·dtastically and manage 
that reformed version by use 
sion. 

Both the CP theory of 'two 
the scholastic theory of 
lution or fail to grasp the 
what is ~nT,Pninn now or the 
possible 0111trnmP~.· ;·•·•.· 

Great Britain and the dii;in1:egratiorfo'f 
empire. In this case, the 
whites could still, for a 
hardly a considerable· one ----retairi 
domination over the blacks, 

Another possibility, which in 
could be connected with the 
revolution in Great Britain 
possessions. Three,qriartets of the poJJu~:<>'<'<" 
lation of South Africa (almost six 
the almost eight million total) is fornp<>Se<~)\ 
of non-Europeans. A victorious 
is unthinkable without the awaKi~rt11ilg~ ot;: 
the native masses. 1n its 
give them what they are so 
-"" confidence in their strength/a 
ened personal consciousness, a 
growth. .<.••··•·•·••.•••••>·• <•·•·••••·•••ii ) .. 
• Under these conditions, the South 



rJ~ij~lic will)~w~ige tif~f}pf all a{C~'.:13 cz;~{gi. On1it.·¥.~~use o(iih~'fact ttitfci p~ \>H;Hve ma~J~~•;· Th~:14~~ is inJt~&f(cors 
F:rel)J,IP,lis; .this.~.qi::s/not • t!XS!pde,. • < rnoverriet1Jpf.the OtJIJft!SSed pati911alities, .•. •. > \r.ect ,.bµt.•!t freqµires):on.crt!tt!fartiplifica,i 

.. ~~ehi(!ither:.;}l!ll i!9.uality.\f9i-<Jhe. :C • • >as.· weH. a~ tile. agratjan mov.ell).t!nt .\'if ·the • <:\tion .'.~ejng 1nsuffii;i.~nt!y ,: a9qµaipted.)'fill'1 { 
~)·~rprotherii ~~Jatio~~: P,t!QVeen ~hr' pea~aptry' gayt!Jlle prolitatjat the pqssi'. • ' 'Jr~ activities 9f the· ijati9nal ·Cqpgrt!SS, I 
3:se~.t-:-depelli;').~g matn!YQil the COil·. bil\t~qf seizii:igpp:,ver anc;I ~~tablishit1g)ts Jai:i.only oµtl\t1t!.OUr P9Hsyconcewing it on 
.o.f.;the. whites: . But .. i.t <i~ entirely •· djctatorship did the. nati91.1al qu7~tion as . t(le basis of 1malogi7§, •• statit1g l:>ef9reh..at1q 

vj9us that..t)1.~ predornji:i.int rriaj9tjty of • /well as the agrarian firid a bolq andded- • )Jly .rea.cliness t9.3;upplemer1.t .. my • recom: 
(;;jlqpulaJioi:i,}Ijberatt!dJfrOII).J~lavish • sivesoluti9t1: ·.,. > . ). ·;,.·· .. ·•·· \mel)dations \'/itI:i.aUJJ:ie rfcessarytpo4ifii·; 

pe.·Q .. • .•.. d .•. • ..• • ..• ··•.e ... •.• .. n·.·· .. • •. ·.·.··.·.c· •. • .. •· ... • .... r· will···.• ... •• .. •.P .•..... · .. · .... u •.•. · •. ·.···.···.t .••. · .. ·• .• •.·.··.•.·a .•• cert.a·• .. ··i····n .•. • •. •.·.··•.···.··.·l· .•. • •. m.··· .. •·•·.• print • .. ··o•··.·.·.•·.·•.n.·•.·· .. ·• < • ~ptthe very io11junctUft!Pf the national cations. > • i .•i • } state/ • >. > movell).ents wiJhJhe struggle of the pmll::• J ... The ~lshevik ~t1inists pµtJhem- <i • 
~ofar ;as ·A victoripµ~ . revolution will t.iriat for power was rnade politic:ally pqs, .• selvesj11.def~ncl::pfJhe Congmss, ~s itJis,./ •• 
sa!.ly';change ·the/relation not<uniy .sible· only thanks Jo /th~ fact ,that the :in aU .c:ases ,whehJLis being llttacked/Q)'.y 
eeri.Jh.e classes but also between the Bols[wyiks <luring the .:,VhQle of. their the white Qppressors a,nd/heir c:h.apyinis• }f: 

s ~nc;!Jwill assµi.:l:: to the;: I:,)acks that hist9ry . carrit!cl) on an . .irreconcilal:Jle tic agents it1 the rar.~t/of the Y-'9flcers' :• :\; 
e.int/'Jt! stateJhat corresppnds to their struggle with the.Great Russi.an oppres- organisatipns.> . . < > • .,· ·\.· ... \ i<' 
p~rs/:thµs far. \Yill.the $r;icia(revolu- ~.ors, sµpporting always ~nd without.reset\ .. ). '.!'he •.... Bolshevi!-,Lenjnists/pla,c~/the;:_+ 

;a}nct···· .. ·····:-eSo.r· ... ,.u.· .. • ... ·.•.Jh J\f n .. ,.·.· •. ·.ca·.···.:.a ... · ... · .. •.'~9 lla··•.·.v·.· .. ·.·.·e .. · • .. ·.··.a•.··· ... ··.·.·•··1°:tiQn.·.· ... a.·.··.l·.·.. vationlfs dthl:: rig~~ 0~ the ·?PPJ red~se;:dp~tions P.rowest .•• hsive OVeJ the. refatc:hti9cnary tefiqfpC\ to .. ~e ; eter1111riN1on,. u~pgmg st!p,r~- C.It:S tn e programmep •\·· e ongffSS, 
•>(;cf WerMxt!. not }hl::./Slightest,r.eason .to tioi:i.frnmRuss\a .• \ << . < 3. The .. \~!shevi!(:;~ninists /1.tnmask 

••• ·-• )()Sf:: Ql).i:.eyes t9J'1is side oft.he ciuestion Th!:!. Policy of.Leninin regard to the beforethe nativ(!.mass~s. tht!)na.bilitypf 
-· f;tb}diminisll its significance. Qn the oppressecl nations. die! not, h9\\'ever, ha.ve the Co11gress to.a.9ilicye the rnalisationPf, 

'''', • -·,\th~}Pf Pletarian.~arty shoµlcl in anything in cm:runon with the policy of the even its own demands, because of its· 
/in'deed~pp~nly a11dl:J9ldly takl:: epig9nes. The ~lshevik f~rty defeI)c;ll::d sµperficial, c:911ciliat9ry poJicy. In J::9ntra-

10n of the national (racial) prob, ... ·. thf::ijght of the pppressecl 11ations to self· dbstinctionto the Cor1gr7ss, the I3pl§hevik-
Jhanc;I§ ..• , :.., ............ • ..•• , ..• /'_<•·},.............. i.··•··•.··. ..cleterrnjriation with.!lzf methods.of pro/et-.. Lenini~ts.d!:!velopa.prograrnrnf:: .of .rey9Iµ-; 
rthell::SS, the proJl::tanan party can ari(ln cla~rstruggle, t:ntirely rejectii;ig ~he,.. tionary5lass struggle: }/.\• . < ..• :.· •••. ' .•.•·· ..... • ..... 

mui·t soive the national probll::m by it~ charlatan J'apJi-imperialist''<blocs ~th • ; l 'Separa.t',! episodic· ~greeriwptf with • •:•s,l, 

methods. .i i ••• • ••• •. ··• •••• • ··• thei\liuerous pf::tty-bourge9is ''nati9r11J,)" tht§Congres~,jf th~y ~bre
1 

{9.rc
1
ed. b~tch\rsutmh • ·•.•· .. ·•.•·•·.• .. •.•.·.•· .. •·.•.•.•··.•.··••·•··•···• .. : 

ii s ances, are pernuss1 .. e Qn y, wi .m .. e 
vv~.~.P~h . frame\V<Jr~ of sti-\c:tly. defined pr,actic:at, \i.'.!,I .. ·:.1.1~Y< 

> •·· ·.·• < , • ., • , < • •••• > ··.•. •• tasks. with the rt!tentj<;m of.full andi;pm,> ,• 
. l:!hist9ricalweap'pnof.11atiopal libera·. plt:te indeperdence ··or Qur ow11 ·prgan- \\\·\ \\. 

fion catj)pt! only 1'17 .9/ass str.y~gle • Thl:: isation and freedom of political criticism ····.·· ./.. i • 
·•.:·.•.:""·•·.·····.orru·n .. t .... e ... ·.r ... n .... •·•·· ... begi·.nn .. ·.1.ng ... ·1·n 1924.,·· .. ··.tra. ns"orm ...... • .. ·. 'Th.· th •• ·b·· ••• • .·.·t·. •· ·th m···a·1•;;••po·11· .}.Yi• ,.0 .• .•• ,·.:.•.,•·•••_:.•.··.•.:.,· •. ·,·.·._.··.•.• •. •.·.•.•.··:•·· .'-' . _ •• . 1' / • A .ese • rrng OU as <e> . ••\ ·,/\C;):;\•< _ , 

• 94
iiarri:J;~~~~'a:~;~:tyli~;;l~o/!t?t .·•. ~~~~·1.1?f:~ .. n$&;t~ft~'.~~c1!tT•yM~~f;@i[ 1I11I1:·?-' ;ii\;~ ... ; 
l:l:\Sl\9tj'\that'-is/t!levated above t.he pt:('. Tht Jl'!eses •pwye, arq,.iprove ;:·/ 
ity 9f_i;Iass rel3:t}ons. In 1)1(! strugglt! c:opvincingly: > · . . /. : <. ..•• • 
p.st.Ji:Jatipnal '.9PPfl::ssion,: .different • •. a .. th;itthe natiqnal imd agrarian:quxs·. 
, liberi1Jl:: theniselyes (temporarily) •• tions .Ip/South Africa ·coinc:ide jn ,th~.ir>' 

fu~jeria.l inter 7sts \'and ibeco)TI~ 1:>ases; · : i • . • •• < '· . 
le M~pti-impetja)ist" forct!s, i \p'. that iP9tQ these ig,µestioris <c:a.n be 
• Qrc;lt!f that. tbe;:se. spiritµal /'forces'' solved only in arevCJ!utionary \\'ay;. 

folfil)Jllt! task ass.igned to them by •• c. Jh.at the ··rt!y9lutiOf\ary solution'·qf 
,min,tert1, t,hey)1ie;promiseq, )ls a - ·these qut!stions !fads)rievit.iply to_ tne.clic:C,\ . 

. A'spiritua]\'national~c;lemocratic'' > JatQfship qfJhe;: proletai-\at, whic:h.9pides ; 
~ith the upllyQidabll::Jt!ff::rence to • tht! native peasant masses; and, > i • 
:{{:formula.; i ''democratif die: •<· d. th.atJhe dict.i.t9rship(}fthe,pr9l~tarj3:t 
"iof.the proletariat a~d peasan-: • will opel) ii{! .era oLa 'soviet ,regime ~pc;! ?>·•<•\> 

eB ih~i'11fst~~~~:t11aFt1ie ~9~in hi··~ • • f ~t~~:~;:;t:ritii~; ·:~~c~;r~~tjf i ~} .\,{<N , •• - , 1. 
!;k\r~public'' js,'rgually <harmful for'· .ta···.hg .. er.···eper .. 

1
on ... ge .. r.n.a.t1 ... r.me. Here;: .Wt: are in. 9?rnplete ... : .. • •. ·,• • • ..•. •.·.•,:: .• , .• _f, .. •.•·,i.•.•.•·••··•;,•.;.• 'eyQl.utiot1a~ causf::. as is tpe sJqgap of • · · 

~ ~tQ ,Afri5l/-Jor the ·iyhites ',', t(lt!n .• ~e. > < <••> (\\/'}<· ([~'It;:;,;;_; 
·1~~e~withtthhe,lfottrn.i qtfhthe :statthe: •• ' • Slogans ··•·•··.·.·.·· ... ·•·.··•.·.•.· ... ••.· ... •.·.•.·.·•.·• .. ·.• • .. ·• .. •.•.·.• .. • .. •.•.•.··.·.· ... ·.•·.·.•· .. ·.•.·.·.·.·.·• '}/)7fl::as m. 7 a er \ ... t:re IS Y) . .. . . . . . .... .. . . . . . . ·. . . . ... 

f.-i\lpportingcc:ornpletepppression;··• the. fui~ses .l~j~(be. br6ught.to , :;. . 
;f,.QnnerJhe;:re . .is. tht!. fase .:or t.i.l!;i.ng . this general "stratt!gic" forrnuJa thrqµgh .: . 

,ststeps,Jp»'ard hb~rnt1pn. • ,\\ \ the medium of a se;:rie;:s of t;ictic:al slpg;i.% >·•·•': 
e ri:i\l!ifaccept ,<lis\sively a.i:ig withm1t .. parties of czarist ~p~sia (th.eJ'oHsh Sqc:ial: It is possibleJo work 94tthese slpga.ns, at :J . es~cyations t\1l:: complete and uncor1., ist fart-y [PPS ~the party of Pilsuds~Un every given.stage, only 911 the ba.sispf an 

.:;.;ditionaL right of .. the blacks Jo indepen- czarist P9l3:nd], Dashnaki in Armenia, the analysis of the .c:oncrete .circµrnstaric:es,pL t.c denc:t!/ Only 011 the basis., of a rnutual Ukrainia,n nationalist~, the Je\Vish ZiQn- ··>the.life:: ancl struggl~ i>f the pr0Jeta1iat-4nc1 \• 
AJ•Fstrii.ggle ·against the :aornjnati<;m of/the. ists, etc.}etc.) .•• ·, < , • , > > the peasantry and the.~p9Ieinternal and • 
:}\\'.\Vhlte eliploiters can the solidarity of black '.I'ht! Bolshev.*~ llave al\Vay~ mercilt!.ssly jptf::rnatio11aJs,ituation, <.i / .. } • •• 
.;:}\~.nd wllitt:i toilert pe cultiyated anc;I unmasked these.parties,\as. well as the Theproletari;itofthecountryconsistsof < 
:!;/N•~trengt.hem;d. . \ •i , .... • ••••• • .·.. . · .. ·.· :• Russian )iocial . Revolutionaries, their backward black pariahs and a privileged, <h 
i\tfrk:y;J,t iS/pOssil:Jle ..• ·th;i.t aftp victory Jhe vacillations and adventurism, butespec- arrogantcaste of.whites. lnJ)')i~ lies·thi.> :•<j;S(:< 
,):))\:,placlcs will find it unnecessary to form a ially their ideo!ogi9al lie oLbeing abpve wt:atest diffjcµlty of th~ .whole .~itpation. 
i/.)!',separate.~lack stateJ11 .. South Af.rica. Cer~ the dass struggle, Lenin clic;I r1ot stop )')is AsJhe thesl::~.correctly ~J3:te, the ec:ori.omic 
< Ja.inly.weaj!l notfor.c?them tQ.establisha intransigent criticism e.ven when circum- convu_lsions of rotting ~apitalism must .. < 
<;i <separate state. J3ut let them make. this sJances forced upon him. this ()f . that strongly .shake the old barriers l;!nd facili-
w> ?decisiqn freely/on the basis of their.<own episodic, <strictly • prai;:tical' agreement tate the .work ofreyolutionary,coalescence .. 
<· ,'e.xpener1ce,·and notforc:ed byJhe sjambok with them. •• < · · i • • > ·< In any case., the woq,tcrime on the part 
.•t.:J»'hip).of!l1e white9ppressors,.'.J'he;: prqlet- • There could \bf:: no question ofAny qfthe revolµtionaries .w9uld be to giye the 
,)<arian r(!vo)utionaries /must never forget permanent alliance with them under the smallestconcessions to the privileges and) 

\.:,\Xttierjght o.f tilt! ()ppressc::cl n.lltionalitiesto banner of.''anti-czarisrn". OnlyJhanks to prejudices of tpe .whites.·:V\'}1Qever·givt!s -
U>-'s.e.J.fr~t!termination,• if\C\uclirg f\lll 'separa: .this irreco11ci/µb/e class policy was .. Bo!~ his little firigerto the c;leyil of chaµyinism 
r:/{Jiori, im<;IJ)')t! duty 9fJ)1e proletariat of the shevism able to succeed in. the time of the is lost. < , . < '< .· . < .·.·.·.• 
( (.)ppressin~pation. t.pJlt![end thi~Jight wit2. ••• rev9/ution to throw aside theJviensheviks, 'fhe revolµti9nary party .must put bl::fore . ; 
!,j.~fms'iphand,ifpe;:cessary. '<. <<•·.··· the ·Social.Revolutionaries, the national everywhitf:: worker the following alterrac 

{i{(i•;TheJheses quite cprrectlyunderlineJhe petty-bourgeois parties and.gatheraround tive: eith.er withJ3ritishjmperialism ·ancl. 
?-')ffa~tfh~t U1e solution tothe natio·nal ques- the proletariat the masses of the peasantry .witp the whitebourgeCJiSit! of South.Africa 
].•iJion in J.~\lSSia was l:>.ro~ght atJout by the. and the oppresst!dnationalitil::S. prwith the !:,Jack wor~ers and pea~ants 
? October.Revolution. National ,dernocrat.ic: . "We must not, '\say thl::.theses, ."corn~ .. against the white fe;:µdalists and slave 

\/rn.oyewents byJhf::mselve!i were power!f::SS. pl::te wjth tht! Africar National Congress in .••. owners.and their agents in thl::J:a.nks of t)')t!) 
,s{t?J?'Rfi~1th.Jhr . ..r'atiol}llL.pPPres~.i~t1. of nationalist/slogans in Qrder to Win the workingc;Iass. • • 



is intluen­
tion of the 

eration movement. It has 
paratus and well-estab­
nal links, especially with 
states. 
1973, have militant black 
urning away from the 
CP? An examination of 
truggles - the African 
1946, the mass strikes 

. the' Sha.rpeville massacre in 1960, 
the ANC's turn to armed struggle in 
-will show why. 

The historic strength of the 
the workers lay in the fact that it had 
one of the principal carriers of the flag 
non-racial unionism, when a combination 
of state legislation, Afrikaner national­
ism and the protective racism of skilled 
white workers was consolidating deep 
racial divisions within the South 
African working class. lri 1925 the CP 
took over a leading role in. the Soutn 
African Trade Union Congress (SATUC), 
which organised white and colourea\vork­
ers on an industrial basis and African 
workers in 'parallel' unions (in order to 

nrc,hlf,m•s· •1'-•"-·'··'- imme~iat~';'./(.' 
ly after the 1924 Industrial Conciliation:' •• ,> 
Act. which reinforced racial divisions by ' • 
banning pass-bearing Africans from 
belonging to registered unions). i .; . c, 

However, these unions came u110~( : 
tight bureaucratic control. And the Cl:>w~·Y;> i 
not quite alone in supporting ron+' •./ 
racial industrial unionism. Solly Sa.chs; :a\c. .,r> 
leftist who was expelled, from the CP ir'r :\'k / 
1931, was leader of .. the Garirienf'g' 
Workers' Union, which\ opposed . the <:U (( 
racially d\scrirhinatory_ • provisions• 'an.ct_'.\rn(~/tfo} 
bureaucratic controls imposed by the\1.· .. :•>? 





ANCexiles in Mozambique 

a.11c'l demoralised· in the face of ·an•. on­
slaught of police repression, and the pass 
burning demonstrations had now turned 
into queues for reference books. At this 
pointof downturn, the ANC called hope­
lessly for a general strike, a call the 
workers were by now incapable of meet-

, jng. 
Y{< The political leadership of the CP and 

•·•·····•··· ANC, and their organ of working class 
:·::_\i)i organisation, SACTU, had proved incap·~. 

\,;\@Y\\i••··· iiikeur;! ~~Hd
~fa1s °c%o~~~ioi:;;;ne~~~ 

.. 111iHtancy, and of leading it forward to a 
: perspective based on the independent 

power of the workers, that is, towards 
a general strike and towards bolder 
and bolder demands based on the logic of 
t.he workers' struggle. A revolutionary 

• .'orientation would start out with democrat-
. ,, '< itdetnands linked. to a revolutionary per-
• • : spective of overthrowing the white 

<;\ racist tegi111e, a regime organically 
i!;i.\ incapabl~of. serious democratic reforms; 

Jii(' ~~fy \\:i~~~·:~~~~;:1f~!a~~rt:~~~ibfi~ 
isation, understanding that the develop­
tne11fof that mobilisation towards socialist 

. defua11ds and towards workers'•· power 
t'/·.•.> • would be necessary to really win the 

',C!i:i;)< 1::fifi!~~fyd;::~~~ivelrtwo:Jrtbe ~~: 
• • '.'.t\ • one outlined by Trotsky: "On the basis 

,, .. of/.the revolutionary democratic pro­
gramme it is necessary to oppose the 
workers to the 'national' bourgeoisie. 
Then, at a certain stage in the mobilisation 
of the masse~ under the slogans of revolu­
tionary democracy, soviets can and should 
arise ... Sooner or later, the soviets should 
overthrow bourgeois democracy.'' 

In fact, such an Orientation was passive­
ly but systematically blocked by· the 
CP/ANC leadership, at the cost of a 
terrible hammering for the working class 
as the forces of repression duly reacted. 

Irt the official histories, the turn to 
armed struggle after Sharpeville appears 

,;''j}J>• • as.fhe major step irlthe development of a 
revolutionary stance• by the liberation 
movement, as it finally broke the bounds. 
oflegalistn and non-violent protest. 

As . a leading ANG theorist, Ben 
Turok, put it: 

. ... .. ''The shootings'at ·.Sharpeville marked a 
turning point ... [They] broke the belief 

:'!:\{(.< <·thafa non-violent·solution was possible ... 
and they destroyed any hope that the legal 
system could be used to half police repres-

sion ... The foundation for the transfer from 
non-violence to armed struggle was being 
laid." 

However, from the point of view of 
working class, this marked the end of its 
forward movement. and the beginning ofa 
period of weakness and defeat, not to be 
broken for a decade or more. 

The CP took the initiative, calling for a 
sabotage campaign that was taken up by 
the ANC. Their conception was one of an 
escalating programme of sabotage which, 
through the force of its example, would 
draw the support of the masses, culminat­
ing finally in the general strike. The 
Pondo uprising, a violent rurual move­
ment, nourished 'the hope that some­
thing like the Cuban or Vietnamese 
'model' could be applied in South Africa. 

Necessary 
Irt the conditions of South Africa, 

guerilla and armed struggle may be a 
necessary front of revolutionary action. 
The creation of anned detachments may 
be vital if the regime is to be prevented 
from prevailing simply through mono­
poly of armed force. But the ANC's turn to 
armed struggle was counterposed to, not 
linked with• and subordinated to, the 
struggle of the black industrial workers. Irt 
typical Stalinist bureaucratic fashion, 
armed struggle was proclaimed as the 
only valid form of struggle. 

•The actual effect was to isolate the van­
guard from the masses, to foster a 
passive, waiting attitude on the part of the 
working class. The power of sabotage to 
penetrate the state's fast-growing 
armoury of repression was vastly • over­
estimated: the 90-day Act led to a new 
wave of detentions and the use of torture 
provided the state with information on 
resistance plans which led to the arrest of 
most of the experienced SACTU and ANC 
leaders. 

By 1964, Umkhorifo We Sizwe, the 
military arm of the ANC, had been routed 
by the political police. They had com­
mitted 193 acts of sabotage in this period, 
causing dama.ge estimated. • at under 
£100,000. Since then, armed actions have 
continued in a very limited and sporadic 
way.· The brave fighters of Unkhonto 
We Sizwe deserve our solidarity in their 
battles against the apartheid state, what­
ever our criticisms of their. lea.ders. But 

t·.•·ti\';Af.ic~~,,it;~c1..·~tinggl~'s~il'6btia&§1y' 
• Illade no ser1~e according to'}!S.<§riginiu. 

r~tionale: t()rragldly prov()ft:l}a}revotu­
tionary crisis; It made sense>ohly as: att 
effort to show, for the benefit of the AN 

• dipfofoatic connecnoris, Ihat the ANG 
a viable.armed apparatus~i·... . .. .-.,, \VcXt,u-<> 

Since thel96(Js, with the rise ~ffode,>':; '.!!': 
pendent bla~~ African state~\ and • the,; \ \ •• 
increasing isolation in Afri~ai Of South : \ii 
Africa, it has become possible for the AN(h '(.( ':S 
to see the road to success in terms.,c>fg\)' 
maintaining a political and•· military{iJ 
apparatus (often through great heroi~ikf':' 
on the part of its militants). esta~Hsning (\( 
diplomatic links, and trying to ~~ng alibut , I 
the collapse of the apartheid st~te !hrough , •\ 
international.·· pressure. Whatever the·; '.'/ 
changes of success forth is strategyJr1, its.\(1':, ,,, 

~:n l~~ili~g i~o~~eai:y b\1ir~~~ki~c;J11f~g'].~l;('f~(\\ 
self-mobilisation and self-organisation: : ",>}'}\f 

After 1961, the turn to a1"111eC1 struggle , s , \; 
hived off the best worker tr1Jlitants: . (' \ 
Instead of organising workers at thepoinf\'s• / 
of production, they weresent away fr?WY? ,>i 
the factories for extemarmilitary tra.intn'g{&':,•'::)',' 
They ended up either in exHe, or or1 theif•jf:, 
return to South Africa, in the hands ofthe<- i\ 
polic - and the workers endecl. up desti, ··•\?\ 
tute of leadership or organisation. > · · / 

It was SACTU's specific role to act as a~ t 
feeder for this operation. This was the.§)<• 
substance of the politics with whictj ifi.'< 
sought to linnk its economic and .. ttail~:;; ' 
union demands, and this wasth~tragedy • 
behind the hernism of its militar1ts; ..... , fi: 

While it is trne that thest~fe(can· be , I 

overthrown. by armed struggle, ... this',},/ 
struggle cannot be successfully conducte(:tj,~\i:, 
in isolation from the \ mass· of'ithe-}yYJ/\\ 
people; and the arming of the people iri\'.';f\:,:);, 
heavily-proletarianised . Sout.h .... · .. ·. Africa , \ '' 
requires the organisation of the work- i•}C 
ing class. And for success in th~ armed.,} 
struggle, the forces of reaction must b.e .. in :\ 
disarray; that can only btc achieve .. cl.'{"i··: 
through the organisation of the: workitigfr,f{' 
dass and its mobilisation for' industii.al.U : . 
action and particularly for fighting mass ,;-;i ; 
strikes. i i \ \ . \ • . i. )( • • 

But after a few years of armed S!ruggle' l L. 
many of the·· most. capable and •·· milit~r1{,\i 
activists of the ANG, the . CPi anqj} " 
SACTu .... were in exile,· in· priso1y(ot;t;'.\ .... , 
dead. The political work of the ANC inside-{";.{\'':( 
the country was virtually destroyed, after ,) J 
it had devoted its energies to g~theririg :: \ / y 
financial support for Utnkhonto "Y'~ Sizwe; <,:•\\. 
and the trade union organisations slm~ to, :.!,< ( 
their lowest ebb for years. By 1969 the?:• •• 
organised sections of the black workin~d,? 
class numbered only some 16,000 thelow-,foi,. 
est figure for 40 years. and only 56 strike~,;!< 
were officially reported. Meanwhile Sout,h.·,,'( 
African capitalism enjoyed ~< p~riod of iii\ 
tremendous expansion . and 'foreign<.'/'.,, 
support.i >•\•••••·••· .... ••••\•·· •:·•.·, > . ,.).·{ft{ 

In the politics of protest dominant iflth'e;/'.l::,;< 
'50s, the working class was seen not as::~:),;{ 
vanguard, but as a mass resource used b:( -( .. \ 
the leadership to mount pressurefor P9\k , < 
tical concessions, In the peri?d of armed .. i> 
struggle, the working dass was. basicatry', i 
left to fend for itself as its leadets.btri :+; 
moved into exile or isolatioti. The task$.ofyt+ 
building up working • class organisatfo~·.;, ;:,,, 
and of mobilising for fighting strike,s,, .. } 
were put in the background. . < / , , ._-.;: / 

This bureaucratic strategy has' been :{ 
responsible for the dedine of SACJ'\J's::,;, 
bas~ among the ~rical!workers of_ ~uiffiN>? 
Africa. < By 1ts.·.o\Vl1 .. ., adm1ss1oi;i~,c"·/':.: 
SACTUnow possesses= with one ot fwo:.,:}.-tt} 
exceptions>........ almost no organi~atfodaJ'-i!it/'. 
base inside South Africa. < . ' .. ':.' ··; 



; . ·;>;Despite. t.11,¥'\lr~If~NC a~q.:trt!}~o.11th 
\y:~!Xic11n CP upq~~~t\011ably .. rern11,ln m11,jor 
<\{f9i,-fe§ in theJiber!\tjon moyer11e11t. Ip the 

;i.<' rec,fo.tpesipd.'.their p9Jltiq;.and. strate?!' 
y@ have b.eeiic:arriec;I, forwl:lrcl by the :UDF. \'\ 
t·' }§ff!i~ .A.NC c~l\e.d a q;,nference, • -its fir~t 

,_, ince;>l969, :.ciij .·)une.·16,23 1985,ia11d 
:~~~clared a c,ha11ge9Jgear in its c:amp11ign. 
••••• ' ·•· the 1960§.Jhe ANC andJtie §ACP 

ued that,'.~q11th.Africa wa~.in;:1 revo-
• 11!\f:Y §itµ.itic;m, or;i.tJel:lst that a reyp-

11!\l"Y,@µation coµld rapiqly be pro: 
,Atilly.Jtle ·guerilla str11ggle .. Over fo11e 

~~;g·radua!Jy shifted into a longer:term 
'~f~pective of;gµerilla harass1pt!11(.and 

·" • .n .• ation.i_ ! ...• b ..•... ·.o .. yc.·o··· ... tt··· .. ·•··. to wea·r··•·•··· .•. ·.•.•.•.·.•.• .. ·•·•·•·•.·d .. ···.• .. ·.•.··.o••·•·.·.•.·.•.w .•. ·• ... ·•.·.···.•n .•. •.·•.·.• .. •· .. · the e. ..i)>/. / 
·e .Jµnt c9nferenct;: l.ieclared.that the 

-ii~do11J§. agai,i"revol11tignary'and ''the 
frc{i>C!\pmjheid is nea('.\ •• < 
t"~We shouid step.up our all-rou11d poli­

'H9~\lt and mili,tary />lfensive _sti.i.rply and 
§}}'.,Rh?ut defay ',}!\18 the contep:mce com­
y~f19ue. "Ttie masses of our 11eoplehave 

Jij(~n ..ind !\re eng!\ged )A a struggle of 
•'\"n,isforic:.i111portai1ce djrnc:ted at inaking 
)\apirthc:ic;I unworkable • .ind the_ co1,mtry 't:-~+tt .. ·.. .. ' 

•},µ.9I6,;~l:~\;ble·: ).[!11:y\:¥1re ~r;;a;;t::8~tdi-' 
Ji911ifor the e~s11,la,tjpp of our at°!a,stiead­

·•)ng t9wards th~ si,tµ11tion where H iill be 
possibieJpi:ys.to,(>YefFhrpvr.the.apartheiq 
regime}!i ?• ·: '.'' > }!) . ,':' ' < 

•\' :\The ANFsalledJoi'aJ11ll,scale' ,1rm:e9 
upris111g, and ... -µrgcd/b!ack • iJolice.••·· and 
§()lq.iers to turn thek guns agi:l\f!~LJheir 
W!\§J1:rs. >> 

S~t'~~it 
'It ah1;ears,<h~wevtr. thltthg ANC i1 ;ot 

y.1:.tMrong eno1113hJo organise aJµlb§sale 
.irnwd uprising. JqJact its tactic~ soncen­
tra\e on such things,1.s a boycott of black 
township cpunci!s, to try tp·p1ake Sout.p 
Africa llpgCJyernable.. . < . • • ., 

Sµch,1.stancc.ha,s'c!angers. Repeii.ted 
calls forrevolutioi1 when the reyolutionary 
forse.s are not ap]e JR.PUt them iqto pi-ac­
t.j~e \Can demqr;,li~e/the working slass 
-wllil;,\ .· 11lienating unclecided midc;lle,class 
iJeciple, Atn,1gic h,istoricJ:x111nple of th\s is 
the experience of the/lt.alii:in ~cialist 
Party .after\'Vorld War L. • • 

. . pii 8~lllltrv. watlB i.Jt~oil. Th; '§~s1;t 
i$J i:f\r.fX .called repeA(~tily for rey9J4t\8fl, 
bµt. wa$ unable .Jo do. much a,pout\1t;• 

• >Tow.irds .the 1pajo( struggler)actually .. 
go\ng .on. . theJactory/qccqpations}}.n,C'';s .. .,,-;, 

Tur.in ""7 iL\\'<l~ cool, regarcling them :asyfr'.- ?:'{t~l$~:':':;" 
'sypdicahst' or 'ec,)nOrajstic \ The ,resajt '' •• . .. ,,,,, 
WfS .. >(h.ii.1 tl1e fac.~pw. occupation§. )Yetf 
is9);ite9/ and ev9ptµ;illy defeatt:!Q; Jhe 
wqrki11g class bec;lme qemoralise.c;I; 1a114 • 

rthe aia_rmedmi?die-class spgnJ>µt M_u.~~8i 
lini ipto power. > • . . /;/].:.}Vi/• > As RosaJ,u)(.CIHburg argµedin relatjop ,, 
to the 'Russian R(!vol~tion. of 1995 (~et?' • 
pages<.9·10). and as.ithe. experieni;e{}!l 
So.uth Africa tod;iy shows, a petjpg/pf 
revplution does n9t excl11de the sti,·uggle . 
for reformsa.nd.c:conomic cpncc:ssions,<but // 
boost~ .it. Thf:!iANC's· <;uqenr~trategi<·, 
theret9re l'las . .i dange.r of fHTTJng. acrost 
th.e.real logic of theclass.struggle,iJ:l'\PO.if 
ing ipstead an <;iqstr;ict confro11t;,h9p.· 
bl;!JWC.'!C.'!11.·democrac:y .i.11c;I aparthei4,Jtis • 
bpth ,ultimatist in its relation to. ½'o~~e1:s{ • 
imri1ediate struggles, and limiting iri, rela-\ 
tion to the p'bjectives. of afµll workers'/ 
•mobilisation.·· • • • • .,, 
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1511d .. JlfFica 
\The curre·nt crisis in South Africa is partly 
·generated by successes for national Iiber­

. ation elsewhere in Africa. 
·But the South African state acts upon 

.t.h~\test of Africa as well as being acted 
rupo~bj'it. Through armed force, through 
/ di~Iomacj', and through economic links it 

has .. tried to establish itself as a 'sub­
itiiperj~t• power. 

,\• Botswana, Lesotho, and Swaziland, 
.'desperately poor states on the 
• fringes of South Africa (or in the case of 
• Lesotho surrounded by it), are higher-

)'*-'>· · ~;~~~r~~~t~~~~;~~~k1~t~t~nA~~~:.citi-
. ... Malawi under Hastings Banda is scarce­

• ·•. lY better off. 
• • .·. Mozambique and Angola have been 

I\J8miDi8 
sJllt{ .. Irrican capital, and multinational 
capital allied with the South African state, 
expi()it blacks in Namibia even more than 
blacks in South Africa. 

Namibia (South West Africa) • was 
·annexed by Gerrnatiy ill 1884, and sub­
dued in a bloody colonial war in 1904-6. 
poring theFirst World War South Africa 
• seized it from Germany. 

< 111 1?66 the United Nations called on 
S?~th Africa to withdraw, but despite 
1n~ch <diplomacy South African troops 
remain there. 
,> Namibia is a sparsely populated c6t:111try 
•of great mineral wealth. It has the world's 
biggest uranium rnine at Rossing, rich 

·diamond mines; and some big white-. 

directly invaded by South Africa since 
independence,· as well as having right­
wing guerilla movements funded· by the 
white-supremacist state. In March 
1984 Mozambique conceded to this 
pressure and signed an agreement with 
South Africa to exclude ANC guerillas 
from Mozambique. South Africa has also 
undertaken the management of Maputo 
harbour, and is repairing power pylons to 
the Cabora Bassa dam. The right \Ving 
guerillas continue their sabotage, with 
South Africa now disclaiming all· respon~ 
sibility; in 111any areas of Mozambique 
there is n1ass starvation. 

In Angola South Africa's immediate 
military objective is to cut off bases for 
SWAPO. 

it produces is ex·no1-te<1, 
and in an average year over the 
national income goes to profits and taxes. 
The L2 million blacks liave an average 
income no higher than in Tanzania. 
(Namibia also has about 150,000 Colour­
eds and maybe 50,000 whites), 

45% of the labour force are migrant 
contract workers in the mines or ranches. 

The diamond mines are owned by De 
Beers, and Rossing is 46.5% owned by the 
British-based company Rio Tinto Zinc. 

Even the South African government 
concedes that the liberation movement 
SW APO would win a majority in a free 
election. 

Fm1her afield, 
Anglo American 
ness in many 

The South African 
could also have a deep effect on 
Africa, for the good. The 
middle class· nationalist 
increasingly clear. In 
Nyere has adlnitted the ,,;v,rnJJ'~" 
• African~socialist '· experiment. 
babwe Mugabe has used laws 
from British colonialism against the 
ers, and is planning a one-party state. 
much of Africa millions are··starving. • 

The South African working class is by 
far the most powerful working class i'n,c'' 
Africa. It has the power, the skills. and (if 
it can seize it from the hands ofthe white 
profiteers) the wealth to tackle 
Africa's problems. It could lead a 
tion which would make the old 
uniting Africa in a single 
reality. 

A socialist revolution led by 
African black workers can thus 
merge with several other revolutions: 
democratic revolution·. against apartheid; 
an agrarian revolution by the landless 
peasants in the bantustans; a national 
revolution in Namibia; a vi6rkers' revolu~ 
tion spreading through Africa agains·t the 
present middle-class regin1es; and an 
international democratic 
breaking the irrational borders 
on Africa by colonialism and 
continent in a free federation. 

171is combination is not onara,nt,f'i><i ,,,,,1 

none of the other struggles should 
the socialist revolution. But for certain 
revolution in 
than just South att~,•a,n. 



', -~.A:G'fi: 32 INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY 

International 
Ii arity 

_SoJidarity with the liberation movement in 
Sou.th Africa is a duty for workers every­
'.where - and especially a duty for workers 
ii;i 

1

Britai.n given British imperialism's his­
toric and current connections with the 

1white-~upremacist state. , ' 

, - Barclays Bank is the largest foreign 
company operating in South Africa. 
At the beginning of this year, the 
barak's tota! South African assets stood 
at a;ound £10 billion. Its pre-tax 
profjts for 1984 were £58 million. 

Barclays lends vast amounts to 
South African state institutions. In 
1976 it bought £6 million worth of 
South African government Defence 

; Bonds, thereby directly funding the 
f armed forces. The bonds were sold 

attiir an international outcry, but 
Barclays has helped finance arms sales 
to apartheid. 

•Barclays directors are trustees of 
thi South Africa Foundation, which 
distributes pro-apartheid propaganda 
. a_l;iJgad. 

One pac,,cula:· :form of m!idarity has 
been highly cor1tr::i.-ersiai in t:-,c Brifo:h 
labour movement. 

Should British trade unionists visit their 
fellow trade unionists in Scmfo Afiica? 
Should they encourage • South African 

In 1980 Barclays published a 
report, 'Doing Business in South 
Africa', that encouraged investment 
in the country. It commented, 'the 
[political] situation is well under 
control and generally the labour 
force is content." 

Barclays' operations in Namibia 
contravene United Nations rulings. 

A recent Barclays video film, 
' 'The Visionary Eagle', shown to all 

new staff, covers South Africa, but 
does not even mention apartheid. As 
the 'Barclays Shadow Report' for 
1985 comments: 'It is a classic exam­
ple of how Barclays views its place in 
South African society, as part of the 
existing economic and social system.' 

trade unions to send representatives 
here? Should they support international 
combine meetings to which South African 
trade unionists are invited? These and 
other related issues make up what has 
come to be known as the 'direct 
links' issue. 

To answer these questions we need to 
know what the independent unions want;· 
what sort of union-to-union links have 
occurred and what is feasible; .what pur­
poses such links serve, and what dangers 
are associated with them;' 

Direct contact between officials and 
rank and file members of British and 
South African trade unions has been a 
crucial element in building effective solid­
arity. Since 1973 the independent unions 
in South Africa have developed a stream 
of contact~ with European trade union 
bodies. 

Union officials and shop stewards from 
South Africa have visited overseas and 
union officials and shop stewards from 
here have visited South Africa. All the 
independent unions in South Africa are 
seeking international trade union con­
tacts . 

The most active and largest groups -
FOSATU, SAAWU, GWU, CUSA-have 



If{/ 

•• •)}it)! ' 

ill1f~alled if~}~ltect H~k~irt the:fdt~ of 
.· \,i'sits to South Africa• in support ofpartic­
\u!ar struggles.) / ';'.(\ {,) .· •. f { 

• :.·,The.most importanfresult ofdfrect cdni 
Hsf':--as ()fa)l formsjf~olidarity action 
> is the boost for th~ morale of black 

•\WOrkersin South Africawhenthey learnof 
it' :Wit)\ all the power of the repressive 
~tate apparatus backing: the employers 
mtf'rwhomrney are in dispute, it is inval-
uable to workers there • to know that they 

. are'rtotafone and that they have informed 
and willing allies oritheir side. There is rio 
9ettef •••• way, • of. achieving this· morale­
l?<JOsting effe<:t than bydealing directly 
with the workers themselves who • • are 

•• locked iii struggle. 
. i.' It is this factor more than any othef 
which leads us to support the South 
African unions'· call for direct links in the 

• form of visits by overseas unionists to the 
\, ~certe of the struggles in South Africa. 

\< I>itect link~ also bre~k through barriers 
C>f ignorance and apathy inside the British 
trade union • movement on international 

, questions. They enable trade unionists 
) here to see for themselves the people and 

organisations \Vhich they are being asked 
t() support: to learn at first hand the 

,conditions under which black workers 
' in Sout.h Africa areforced to live by their 

• employers and the state; to find out for 
themselves the real background to iridus-

.,,:,:-·\" 

<fidat di.~Jil{.es and/fg/kno\v>~1fattly ari#(/' 
quickly what kind of solidarity if sought hy.) 

• >;,:< t~f indepen~erturJidns t~~h they ire in': 
·d1sp'ute. • .,·>.·· ',:"i' •· .• : .. :/'. • ... 

• Such. considerations • are crucial when' 
' hlanagefoe~ts counfe(pressufo by Britisry 

trade unionists,. by saying tha\,this 
pressure is jeopardising the 'p·rogress' 

• of talksi ,vith South African unions/ or· 
claiming that the dispute in question is an 
'inter-union' dispute. 

Useful• 
If • is also c::rudal given .. the C::()!Tl­

plexity of the South African trade union' 
situation and the need of trade unionists 
here to find our which llnions are bona 
fide representatives of the workers. 'The 
building of direct links at all levels helps to 
counter the insularity of ordinary trade 
union members just as it helps to counter 
the limits on solidarity imposed by top 
levels of the TUC 

Direct links are nota miracle cure for 
proble1ns of solidarity. Rather, they 

provide a basis upon which it is much 
easier to build a whole range of further 
solidarify a:ctiolls...<,•.·.· .·•. 

Workers in Britain can putpressure 
companies denying black workers 
rights by raising the issue in their nego­
tiations and by registering', if the com­
pany refuses to concede, a fotmai 

p11f~·.~tt it: Jf~n ;g~~Jt1~~; lftl1t~·· "'"(ij 
sITlall actionnsbare ta,ke~g' t

1
~fieic·· a·~nffite•~ ,o~~g~t •··.•.•·•.:., .••... ·•,•.· 

pressureca .. everysin ·?<) +<+t .. ' 
Letters/ of protest\ to maragement;\S 

mess~~es of support to uhiors, mats11al • 
am:l fr~ternal ai1, to unionlin dispuf~. Ir 
SoutffAfrica,•·· coordination> with,unforis 

• ••• involved in other overseas subsidiaries of. 
• ••• the parerif Company/syrilpathetic•stnke\ C\@l 

action and boycott of good~}o andft<!ITl 
South Africa are some of the ~ctionsol'(!.n 
to Britishtrade unions0 • i ,;i.\AX ? 

S.trike ·•. action and union ooy(;()tts,· of;>\ 
course, demand a high level of c()rpmit~ ' 
ment from UK· unions. 11tey are.,~ftSn 
called for by • the' situation but shlajle~ 
levels ofactivity are al.so useful. y,\!W;;t\'·i\ 

Are there danget's? The. TUCf'li3:5,' :.,w 
multiple links with South African ui·Mr)t 
but its tendency has bee~ to keep th~tp 
within bureaucratic limits and tC> use,Jhe,m. 
to restrict the most progressive aspfqt~::~f\ 
South African trade unionism,: • ,J(l\f1t. 

For a period during the. I??Os th~);]~~ . 
International Department,{ toi its sh.a.fu~; 
maintained support of the radst.JUC:S4' 
unions and sometimes appearedi,/ ·>< 
block initiative~ from irideJ;)enderifu ·.·• 
particularly when. TUCS1 , 'parallel$, 
independents were in conflict. with\ ... , . 
()t_het/ \/)\\.\~\: , : • --;:·\\:_\::>· >TJJ.Y\t-~~1'.~~i/¥{,)\ 

Mote receritly th~ TUC. Intettia~dn,a,l; 
Department has rectified t~1s stance;.,~ilf 
it still fans shOffC>f providing solida~f~Qt 
the lines sought by the unions. . .... :J\'' 

Many,\.independent . Southj.l\.fri: 
have links with international 1 • 

organistions Ii~<! ,the ICFf~.) (which'.\'.. 
directly with natiOnal trade· union ~:!t

4
,. .. _ ._

1
_f: ·:,:; 

Hke, the/TUC • •• • Intematid~alal\ }?eTpat!.J.< .\J 
ment) or like the Internation .. !. rad~<•> 
Secretariats (ITSs which link uniotl~;if 
particular industries like eheITlicJ¥~l 
metals or food). These organisations have 
performed an ambivalent role:/ at: tirnet 
useful . -". especial_ly iri t~e _case of J.~x' 
ITSs ---- and at times passive or eyen 
oppositional. ' 

A classic exa.mple of the urtcxl!i0 •• \' 

structive side of their policiesiw#:tfiif 
planned visit of BiH Sirs and Tefry Duffy, 
general secretaries respectively of t~e 
Iron and Steel Trades Confederation a.nd 
of the AUEW, to South Africa in 1981.'Sifs 
and Duffy said that they had· been invited C 
black unions inside South Africa: But\V~~t 
emerged was that the invitation ca.,11:1e 
from the British section of the Internation-
al Metalworkers' Federation; who had riot;> 
consulted its non-racial, South Afridin: ' 
afiiliates. The first these heard abouttlfo 
visit was when it was reported in the{fre'ss 
in the UK. < > < < • ,.,•.. • 

Sirs' idea of the purpose of the visit had 

Ric, Tfnto Zinl(RTZ) ift:he 46.5~( 
owner of the gianfRossing ur,~iu'ryt>t 
mine in Namibia, and also has subs~ani• ; 
tial interests inSouth Af~ica itself.) • 

The following organisations still'' 
have sh?res in RTZ:>,. . ;,, ,,>.r ~ 

Lewisham Borough Co~nctl; ,.··••:\. 
Liverpool Council Social Servii11!;i 
Central Regional ~ouncil (Seo(-\/•' 
land). • n<t.:\'Y' 1 

Oxford Uni versify'. .. · .. < ''\'\?'' 
York University and York Univef? • 
sity Pension Fund. :,,.,,, 
Durham University. 

(Information from 'RTz· Uncovered!,? 
pub!jshed by Partizans, 218 Liverpc:iof 
Rd:, London N1).. ,.,.-



itc1tVt~Ii~: $~9~~IlPs:ti1~J~ptJq11iY's ? 
\ officiate,·• but r 3/so •• ~j~p.t-ba~r1\ ' WO~~T 
represe.ntativ~s;< <\ •. • ..• i;< :,X• 

/\The )!.i1ns ,of t!wse yisits shoulcl be, i; 
. ~tren¥t.hen fraternal ties lJetweeu .organjs. 
:.G.d wc:ir~1c:rs in cliffereµJcount~;ir,;s anq.J9 
: <;:arcy. fQN'atd the.· struggl~.JQr woriceH ·ji;i' ' 
• Soµth Afrjc.i. to win,th1c saroe. ,i:ig9ts \a~)\ 
\'lave \br,;en 'X?P. by ;r9rker~ • ~n ot~l.( 

: .countries. . ,.:, . ,,.'. .. < • .... /.··+•\ 
'•~r,;yeral. yisits to i.i11d. frorri 9ther µ11ions} 
have a)ready taken pla<:e, with spop stei,v~,·. 
ards a,nqunioµofticial~Jrom E41:ppe vi~it; 

• ing unio11s.a,nd factories inSouth .. Africa .. 
and shop .stewards and offi~i;ils. fr9m ~ur ·\ 

• union~Jrave1]i11g to Et1r9pe aui:!Jhe USA/ • 
This contact has .been valu.able and wilLbe 
encouragecljn the ftlture, prpvidedj(t;i!\e.s,t 

• place in accordance with the •ii't>pve Pp~.;> 
dples a,nd guiµe)ines'', < < .··• ·.<i 

The AN<;:, SACT.lLand.Jhe A,ntkA.Pai:/ . 
theid Moverpe11th11y<;,·h9\\'1::yer, QPP2Jf1.X? 
directlinks.· • ••• • >··, :,. • {:};\ 

SA('.fU and the AntisApartheid exe~u­
tive, coI)1bined ip defeating move,i in A:Pti~< 
,Apartheid in .support<;)[ direct 1mion-t(); ' 
.unionJinks, inthe 1981A,GM. Jlwir roa}:w 
argument is thaJ su.ch visits cons,titµte,a., 

. violi.ition iOL theii: p;ilicy ()f /boyc;9tting ;_ 
• South Africa. • • .. 

Bqypgt_t_ 
Butit.is.,....,9r.~ho1ikl.be quit~i\~~i-

that boycott ofSouth Afdcareforstothe 
• ~pai:th1cid r1cgi.me .ipd tlie economic; J()tces ; 

· whicl1.prop.apd profit{ron-i it=pot tojt}e ' 
• blaclc .wurker~'../orgar\isations which ~ff 
.figbt\11g .back.···lndged itisJ.th.e ffgi\n.ey 
. whi,:h ls ~ttetnpting •. to is9late •the noii.\. • 
racia}µni.:;r1s. / . / y 
• SACIU · .. ·· Midi the. i Anti:AP11rtti~i~J 

e:"e-;u.ti ve .S.l,1Y\tJ-i,atp':b!;•ck. 1yµrker~ lJ:i.eiik• 

.
··.·.·•·.· .•. ·• ..•. ·•.·.•·· .. • ..... · .. ·.·•··•.·.·••••.··.• ... •s. elves, •.•••. •.tiave .••. • ••. p .•. O .•.. n .•. ·s1ste·n·Jl.y ca1·1.·q·c·J·.·•.··for\t ..... ) .•. )f!. isolati9qof South AftJra''. BqJ))on-r11di.iJ 
< unigns .are ari§aµtll1;;ntic yoice\of ,black y 

• .......... : • iorke.rs agcl ifis c)fi{i/ th<1(1µai1?are,il}i>,W, • 
callingJor dit~<;:t•Jinks :wp~Y d() l'l?f Wa1J,(l9 
isolate themsel\'.es. . \\ .. .... s ··.· .... <> :\ 
>·:·.· .. An offic;iaj, S~9;TJ:r\;,~ry,septa!ivt:: il1, tli½f\il 
UK deda.red h.1s OPPP.~1t19;:i to 2.irect lp:1~' 
in ~i:e111ber A.?81 's A4, . .Nev.•s:\He eiiiq 

. . . . . , tll11t.,'\mcedn a wt}ile Jhic:. regirn.1:: . .V:i!l.5 
< ,.. X ·•·· res9rt t<:> iuiJe by aJio»iing iu e persQp\-:ho , 

'? 1.~'t');'t ;]i}f/,_r;,,;{:,;' 1, \' lunesdii ()lt(si)t:;(:;1H/Afr1itiJ);1,sX. .. is n9t,?~oing.,Jo be.i.Qf mw:11··ben9 .. ~t ·····. ·.· .. · .. ·.·. . .. ·.· .· ·. • i to the, workers ,in Sout{1 Afric,a or• ,yilL -'-;, 
,\,.., ]l{J.p}o:.y;a;,;}·Ji:J,i.tU;Ssc>,!) \·/.i.••·> i .. · w .. i .... tt ..... ·.i.ngly ... •.•.·o .... r .. ··.unw.1·.tt ... iij;;-J_v.·.•.\ ..... · '>.:.s ... e ... r .... 1.' ... e ... ··.·.'.·.: .• ,thc ~~rt/::_: -··.; --,. -_-_·-; _-_-_ 0 • 

noti}\ng i1((rm1md(ii1L ~,/;ifttLe l!\1F's /tn .Jr1\~ prrtiC\llar ti-ip, the)' •• i:rt~1~k.t:r:~!:··:;,fbJ~~;~f{ffi.~~d~h~d 
; JlPi i ~raci.itl affiliates v.;i,1,1td. Sirs decl:;f eg: > ·.< themselves • une,q uivpcal!y jn f llyou r , of , coµnt~_nancc::d by th!c sti;te. , >< ·: >> :"\ 
:\')}5.i'''.~'.en,1,y1;;b}ack:1ffilbteswho µesp;;rate,ly Ptrct cor;,;:;cts;\p'rovideclthatt]:le~· /iite <He ignores .•thtli!t;<:<r;i&!Jt},f\~he trade,J\ 
k•i .. ' n~~µ our l¥-~istanc~, Th" pl;;jE:c'li v~ i~. to 'guide,cl by thf}!lterefttmkt y~g.iiremTt1t." union~ ..., .. insjq9Jhe c9i)J1t.ry !!pgput ....--Jp 

puHthernqutofthe,darkages'andpr9v1de ).ofworkt:rs. > ..... •· ... ·••·· .. ·.·.•. , /< •develop. con~¥it.s ,9fJ.use.•>to, t.he.in; .. ••• 

:,; .• • .. : .. ,:·:•;•.···.,• .. ····,.•··.·.,.'.·.··.•··' .... t .. hJe1,e.·;: .•• e .... ~ .. ·.o .•.... •:rt···.· .•. • ... •• ..•.. •.··.•.·.o. ·•f····· .. t .... ·r .. ·.a ... ·.··.·.i·.··.·.n.··.• .. •.• .•. 1.··.··.n.· •. • .. g ..... s .. ··.··h·.·· .. ··.o ..•. ·.··.P .•..•. -..•... ·•·st·. ew•·.··.·.a ... ·.·.··.r .•. ·.·.·.·.d .•........ s .•... • ..... ·• .•.. h.··· .. •a•·····.'·.·.'..·e.· •..•.. ,. > :! • !he • •. •t~oudth .African metalwork~r:s' 'sellv .. esl,I an~;~~.sdifri1trt§Jl,·htahtJlle,·;;tt<).tfid~1tu, ,• • , )> umonss ate,: ···•••·•· ... ·.·· ........ ·.·. . }< •• on Ya .. OW m~n ()U 9~i C:: CC>fi}JY tn.}\'. 
)J1is p;,1.rprlising ~1T1.tudc:iJ.einon.~t(i;1tes • \ 'JI1e indepe11dent non -raci1:1l)MF .i:i.ffil, • jdual.;iJriendl:y.tq.apati\+tict.. . /<\ <\[ 

\'.SL• yiv)Jly .Ii;,;-, impprtam, itis that tlie ··I.MF' •• • • i,,;u, in fuwth Afri£a JoU419 it very -di{fi~. .. ... " ' .Qqnsi,qer&Jiij4~tiqri)11 whch '.a,;sq!jd.if < 
\\\? r,'e.'.ansv,,pri.:.blt'S() its,in:i;cptndent .alfilia.t9s (;tt!t i () suppott the proposed. ·Jisit.hec:ii.i.ise.··•· ...... ity.cl~legat\9P. ls ·s.eut.Rx~r.Jfth~ .. :sta.te)ftS • 

al1{!,Jha'i •.i(~ contaets .be ,;etup c1nly in of rh1st&kmt:.rlfs mark.by Sir;;J,efore.Jiw • them:i .. n, well;}!,1:qd. g@;. if iti~fuses,>.it 
mi< co.llaborafo)I)with these tinions. AlthPdgh visit: Thc:unions foit hissta.tementsto be wouHi ,provii:leigoog pj:O:pag5n.4a.,rn.ateria\ 
vs, th~)MfFIJSAJIJ ,affiHictes. were.ppposeµ, , . iIJsuiting anii ill-ir;formeii y,,hen hq spo.ke • for so)idaiitr \.\\lrkifil:J~.ns9riragem1::pt.-tQ > 

, •,:,:,:•\ ' ,. ··•>< • > > , • .,;.:_;:,,..,,.~~: • of bringing black wor}.ers otitpfJhe ''cl.'1,r-k 'black wprker~/pther:~}l.lY, bl~stworkW~ •· 
. r•. > • < > • ages''. The!lt. IMF aJt1!iates .~.1:1de tJwir in que~tion v✓p~jd req<1Yf a b<XJ~t to tllie\r. 

'/j.DO.F.{ESSE~.=..... ···•····· <>·.·... > , Syiews known ·to. the llv[f secretariat :in '<lllOtal~ krw~Ji:ig: •• y are.116t ~sql,;1ted( . 
. NUi\!I: PO Bo~J0\?28,JohanQesburg ·'\Genev11;, The yisirwa~ sd;1:;:;;queriiJ~•taii~d. \ .....• '.TJ-1~ ilJ>Artl1i:i,q oLil.d_.(ike)to.st.01:.\. 
2q99.(Te1.{)>11 ;2~:4561. }.,><········ • >•··. '•. off. \\ •••• / i. • \ //./·· < all prqgress1v1::J111KS; 1nqeed n )Yould Mf! 
Er,p~rgency ~outh AfricaStrike.Funr.i, ''The three .IMF affiliates believe/that ,to crushthe wholie union moyement.13ut 

.•'A~ti;1garthei~:. 13. Ma.11delaSt., . i their principles)\on fraternal >t:ontact < whet~er itsa!l .reqi;ijt:i's :ope,ito que~tion.) 
·tgrj~ori N .. w.,·,.-• , ••. • ····.·.··•··•·· . ··.·.·•.•.·· betw1cc::11 unions are slear. We .str~p~ly ··.it. hall .not succt::edeo/so .fa;.:·Moreoyt::i·r 

kt.·· f~ijA TV.)~ Gooq~e>p··.e SJ.,7530 •· favour fratenrnl contac:t bernrte.P wor/1.e.rs • ~uppolj:Jor dii;e<.;i link~ increas'ies pressuil" 
•.:.t.;J,.i.•.·.1 f;lel!vi!le Sou1h,Cape. (Tel: 021_ ••• . in South .f\frica .and • workers in other onJhe state,'s:abilit,¥.~8·restri~i visits, Our 
• .,.., .. /,' 9,5 ... • .. 1.· .. • ... ·.~.' ... 1.2i..:.• .. ·.······.•·.· .. ·...•. x ... ·.•·.· .. ··.'•.··: ..... •: ... •.'.i••i···.•···· .. · .. · .. · ... ·.·.··•···.·.·•.••<• ···•· ........... ·.······••·· . • :· counti:ies,)at aH )eyeis, prpv1de<;l /this. is .~I.Ill .is .tq ,inakt:.)i.ft:i:#sr,e diJ'ficulf.fqt,)~e •• 
•· •• ••• •• , ••••• • • •·. guid9cl .by th·.··. e. ij.nter.e.s·J·) .. ·•.· .. an·d· .. r.r(l .. uirem. e ... • .. · .. ··.µ.·• .. •.·.· .•.•.... •t ... •.•.~. sta~e machint::p-/ nottyolunta.tjly a<;:C~l't f cµ.~A: 7t~ floor/J,.ektontlouse, .. •... of workers. ·•··.·.•.·.·.··• .·•·•··•····.···.· , • therr <:oµ.trols. < ·.· .. ···.· ... •. . . . •· ... ... . .. / 
?}/\;' ·l?.:I/V~11qerers St.;\IQh,rmes~l!rg 2001. YVisjtsto South.Africa a11d visits ovet- •• .i\nti-Apartheid iil;1d ,sAqru ;do not: of< 

;ffet,:•01 l-23-83()~). : seas .~houlcl .. •1,e • l>l.\Sed on ... the ~9n- .course:: advocate that non-racial uriioris.in.·. 
crete needs of workers. •• South /Africa should be isolated 



deprived of support. What they say is that 
British trade unions should channel all 
their support through SACTU, that 
SACTU has an extensive underground 
network in South Africa and has 
"perfected its methods of. making 
contact". 

They further argue that most trade 
unionists are "organising in semi­
legal or clandestine conditions" and that 
the establishment of direct links can 
"jeopardise these trade unionists' work". 
In other words, rather than form direct 
contact with other non-racial unions in 
South Africa, trade unions should place all 
their support - moral and financial -
behind SACTU. 

It is not true that non-racial unions in 
South Africa work in 'semi-legal or clan­
destine conditions'. While it is true that 
they are semi-legal bodies, nevertheless 
they openly organise black workers. 

They see their openness as a crucial 
aspect of their strength as trade unions; 
for it enables them to bring together the 
mass of workers in a particular industry or 
area in a way which would be impossible 
for an underground organisation. It also 
enables them to maintain a far higher 
level of democratic discussion among the 
membership than is ever possible in a 
tightly-knit underground group. 

Whatever the advantages of under­
ground organisation, many of the non­
racial unions do not feel it is appropriate 
for trade unions, except as a last resort. 

Many of the non-racial unions con­
sider it adventurist to work with an organ­
isation like SACTU which is underground 
and for all practical purposes illegal. This 
is particularly the case with respect to 

PAGE 35 INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY 

For over a year, eleven workers at 
Dunnes stores in O'Connell Street, . 
Dublin, have been on strike in protest 
at apartheid. 

In July 1984 Mary Manning was 
suspended for implementing the policy 
of her union, the Irish Distributive and 
Allied Trades Union, for a boycott of 
South African goods. After refusing to 
handle South African grapefruit, she 
was suspended indefinitely. Ten full­
time work-mates [and initially, two 
casuals] walked out in her support. 

Dunnes management have drafted 
in part-time scab labour to beat the 
strike and to beat the union. But the 
strikers have fought on. 

The strike has focused attention in 
Ireland on apartheid and has pointed 
the way forward to building solidarity 
with South African workers. It has, 
rightly, become an international cause 
celebre, too. 

international links. When it is possible for 
non-racial unions to forge direct links with 
overseas unions, it clearly increases rather 
than diminishes the risks to mediate these 
links through an underground organisa­
tion. 

There is danger in all non-racial trade 
unionism in South Africa; but SACTU's 
claim that the exchange of visits can 
'provoke further harassment' is a risk 
many of the non-racial trade unions con-

The strikers and the company cha!,, 
were invited to go to Soweto last 
month to see apartheid for th~"!'lselves. 
Ben Dunne Jr turned down th1 .,,,f;;,r; 
but the strikers agreed to accept 
invitation from Desmond Tutu. In 
event they were held for eight hours 
under armed guard in Johannesbur~ 
and then flown back. 

One of the strikers, Theresa 
Mooney, told the Guardian [July 23] 
of her feelings and summed up the' 
enormous value of the experience.~ ' 

"We said from the beginning we' 
didn't come out as martyrs for South;:. 
African blacks. We were just follO\llt·' . ~ 
ing union directives. We didn't kn~; f 
much. But now we know more. Ani::l', J 
when, if, we go back, we won't take·' 
the same shit as before. This hasn't 
just taught us about South Africa, it's 
taught us a lot about how the system 
operates here." 

sider worth taking and have taken, con­
sistently for the last ten years in some 
cases, and seems minimal compared to 
the risks of involvement with SACTU. 

Lastly, there are enormous advantages 
in direct links in their own right. Rather 
than attempting to mediate contact 
through overstretched lines of communi­
cation, officials, shop stewards and or­
dinary workers will be able to exchange 
experiences directly and build support on 



'~~;t;;:~'.''t~1~:;;§~~tlt~~t~l~~§;i}'1;;~i:,·· 
• Y\".pep(speedy AAsJ. .. ~JJective sup1>g~ . ..:Js 

Fi\llygJor during indµ.s.~al disputys., \ : .. , 
, .Ji; Behh1d the.•·AJ';C/ AAM/CP .. ·.opPQsitiop 
'; tq dir:~ct;lip~ is. an atteippt!<>)naintain,,a 
i.PQJitl<;al lllQp(}poly ind fo.D13fginalis,e'th( 
Wfin~ip~ngept.Voice o(µJ,a.c~ ~orkirs ...:::to .. > 

~pµ,stjJute the M;f'~,pyrspectivepfdiplq-· 
llli\t\9.1?ressure plus gµyrilla warfareJoran. 
JnttFp,ati.onal sc,JWi\?Jt of a m~Ii,B~ly 
y()f~P?{l~~}fype· , ••• > . ··••·. \ ·••···.•· \' <· 
8;t\~'.~~~.s}i9uJd ~upport ,f.lii:ect link~. But 

:; •a.rgum,erits.()I1,th1s,15~ue ;shoµJd not,.over­
,s}),aqowthe other sohdanty work that.can 
9~.\'!;lqn.e. Abel. ispe9\fic solidarity W,th 
M7q5kers' struggl~tin South Aftj9a m,µst 

• g~t~ether witp, raJher than. repla9ing, 
/rhor~,ge.nera.I s9lidarity, mth }he • ~ho~e 

C'· libei·ation lllpyement. , : \. > • . ·•• 
s(@i(~mo11str.~tioiis, loqbi~s ancl pickets are 
C;i!:s:1rnpc,rtantforSoµth Africa as they were.· 
{prViytnam. Tti.e. Aiiti-Apartheid ,Moye- • 
m~.IJt\aJso stres~es f9ur other ·f9p:J:1si,of 
activity: disinvestr:nent; getting ./PeoP ... le 

.. ,<",>;•,•::;~:., .. ·'•,' ' ··:-i-:-::,",s,,,-:,•,i:",,',·.:.::• . .'\ ' ',•··:-·:.-, ', 

a~l)prg~~lsltioh~·;fp1!1;ih~i1t~ bJ;1J;'~§, ' tY:it1J1·of:)~£hllii~~il'S6~ihi\;AfJJ1ri't}~\ e. ·.;••··' 
fr9m 13/;\fGlays Bant wh9~e .South )\frj,9~11 •• Ever:Ygr\ynas a loci!,l\l3fr9l.ays Bank,\Mf!. \\ 
sup§i<iiil,J:'Y. is the ,1.>iigyst bank Jh,yi:e; map:)'.pi9ple have Jo9a) \co1.1.ncils, cqlh:gy~,/ • 
StC>pping sporting lin)cs; iind pres~\Qg f°:I" or. trnde ; unions wpic.h .. \may bank •!!.t 
govemme11tf':COllOr:nic sanctiqn5; /; ·,' < \ ·: J3arcl/;\yS or pa.y<:: jnvestments .ill comp.J.ll,\}; 

) , These actiyities are. limited, arid cannot >ie.s heavily invoJyed in·. South Africa or } 
§UbstitutyJ9r\\:'Ofki1.1gcjassJon11sofsolid-> Namibia, . ' ,. 
arity. Ipvestors whc;i are. withdrawing from •• •• Nq-~Ily ,Il~~ds tosµ1?sc:ribe ;~ a ~titj1e''t~i : 
Soµth A-friGa do so opt<>fconcern fortpeit theo .. r .... Y· ..... a.· ... b .. ou. t bri.ngi.n.g .... c1 .. • ... Q·····.w·.·.··n... aparthei ... d ....... · .. ·.•.b ... ·.· .·Y· ... :··.•.·.•:.·.·.•.•·.•.·•·· profits, 11ot moral.pressure. If t}),y pig 
capitillist govemm<:!nts ir:npose sanctions, diplomatic and COl}.§l!ffiyL pressury .J11,: • • 
Jhey will do so only in a crisis .i11d in order ' ·a~1:~~ r:a~ cb'I&t~~~~· ,~}lf J;tl/1:n )\:. 
to get a solµtiory tailored tp theil:jnteres,ts. , \iIJg shares in),rJjfoJCI. • 3 .Y t;:'\\;' )!,' 

Crucial ,:·,·-: 

Neyertheless, thy rnpyement in South 
J\frica, •inclµ!;ling >the non~ra9ial.\tracie 

:unions,·., jl.l.$<Sllpported ,the.se forms 'of ••• 
. solidarity. And/even if their immediate 
effects arelimited., ·some ofthein can .1>9 > 
el(l:rer:nely useful forJ>uilciing awareI1e5s,•··.•·•··. 

Npt eyeryone is a tti!,d<:! unionist worl<,i11g 
in ~.c9.mpany ~th .~u.?~igiaries in ~~th ••• 

Any ,Labour .Party }Ypung Socialists{ 
brancp, .... 1-a.b.our Part~, or college Lal>,9\#,\( 
Out>, 9.:111 organise .:iypic~et at its.J99~.'· 
Barclays ii11d use it to getiicross the Ja.q$ 
and.the argumrtit,s.;ibout apartheig.< ,\:,;<;; 
Jn that 'Vaywepan :t,µild a r:na.ss ,solid,ar,ii 

ity movement> and J<,1;y the,pa.sis,Jor,'the . 
more dycisive. form of sµpport fqr :)11~· 
blackJysistance in 5?µth Africa, thrpµg9.//' • • 
trade. union boycotts \oL South African< 
tradt':,.• •• • ·• • • • • ··•·•···••• 
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BASINGSTOKE. Contact Alan Fraser, 20 
Cotswold Close. SO is sold in the Town 
Centre, outside Dolcis, 12.30 -1.30. Meet, 
ings: alternate Fridays, 7.30 p.m. at Chute 
House, Church Street. 
BIRMINGHAM. Contact Jim, 194 Dawlish 
Road, SellV Oak. • 
CARDIFF. Contact: Martin, 492988. SO 
is sold at the 108 Bookshop, Salisburv fld. 
Meetings: alternate Sundays, 7.00 p,/n. at 
56 Richards Tee, Adamstown. 
COVENTRY. Contact: Bryan, 55 George 
Eliot Rd. SO is sold at the Wedge book­
shop and on Thursdays and Fridays at 
Warwick University. 
COLCHESTER: contact c/o London. 
DURHAM. Contact Gary', 0783 860506. 
SO is sold at the Community Co-op tioo·k­
shop, Old Elvet, and Saturday 11 am - 2pm 
in the Market Place. 
DERBY, WORKSOP: contact c/o Notting, 
ham. 
EDINBURGH: Contact c/o Glasgow. 
GLASGOW: Contact: Stan, 63 Dixon 
Ave, Glasgow G42. SO is sold at 'Chan 
bookshop, at Partick underground (Fri 
teatime), and at Hamilton shopping arc 
(Satmday mornings). For meetings, 
paper sellers. 
HARROGATE, contact c/o York. 
LEEDS DONCASTER, HUDDERSFIELD 
Contact c/o London. : 
MANCHESTER. Contact Tony, 42 Du5<, 

1 bury Square. SO is sold at Grass Roots 
bookshop and Thursday 6pm - 7pm out­
side Ouiksave, Rusholme. Meetings: alter, 
na-rn Sundays, 7.30, UMIST Students 
Union, Sackville St. 
MERSEYSIDE: Contact Debbie, 11 
Afton Hough Green, Widnes. SO is sold at 
News 'tram Nowhere, Progressive Book's, 
and Lark Lane Books. Meetings: Sundays· 
7.30 at Birkenhead unemployed centre. 
NOTTINGHAM. Contact Pete, 16 Dray­
ton St., 62094 7. SO is sold at the Mush, 
room bookshop. Meetings: Mondays 7,30 
at the International Community Centre, 
Mansfield Road. 
OXFORD. Contact c/o London; 
SALISBURY: Contact c/o London. 
SHEFFIELD. Contact Rob, 589307. SO ls 
sold outside Boots on Fargate, Saturday 
midday, and at the Independent Book­
shop, Glossop Rd. Meetings: alternate 
Mondays, 7.30, at the Foresters, Division 
Road. 
SOUTHAMPTON. Contact Tony, 118 
Gordon Ave., Portswood. SO is sold at 
October Books and every Thursday 
(Millbrook DHSS) and Friday (South­
ampton University Students Union). Meet­
ings. alternc;te Fridays, 7 .30pm at • 118 
Gordon Ave. • 
STOKE: contact c/o London. 
STOCKPORT: Contact Patrick, 40 Fox 
St., Edgley. 429 6359. . 
YORK. Contact: Mark, 39 Melbourne St 
SO is sold at Community Bookshop'an· 
Saturday midday, outside Woolwoit 
Meetings: Fridays 7.30, inquire for venu 
NORTH LONDON. Contact Nik, 
1341 SO is sold at High bury tube sta{i 
Wedriesday 5 • 6pm, and at Bookma 
Central Books and Collets. Meetings:, 
cussion meetings every other Thursda 
8pm at the Red Rose Club, Seven Si~te 
Rd; business meetings alternate Thursday 
EAST LONDON. Contact Will, 791 024 
Discussion meetings held monthly, phone 
for details. 
WEST LONDON. Contact Tom or Ger 
789 7587. Meetings: alternate Sunda 
Phone for venue. 
SOUTH LONDOf\J. Contact: Ian, 609 
7459. Educational meetings fortnightly, 
general readers' meetings monthly, phone 
for details. 
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