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"' RXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 14,7082

'—’~-—----‘~--—--_-~--h----—----n-‘—ﬁu~-~-»

" Present: Oarolan,\ Ihll, Jones, Kinnell, Morrow,Paxkinson, Levy, Smith ’
- Late: Gardiner (domestioc). Abeent: Noonan (a.nother meet:.ng), Collins (domesﬁo),

Cunliffe (domestic). ‘ - | |
1. RAIL DISPU‘I‘E disoussion, agreement to bring the paper forward.

+ SUMMER SCHOOL: discussion on preparat:.one. '

3, TILC. Lebanon document = Cunliffe, Keith and Kimell to be a drafting
. commission f:;o}?. Delegation = ca.rola.n, Ounla.ffe, Kumell, Jones, Smith,

4. WOMEN'S COMMISSION '

Hill gave a report based on dlsoussion with collma. La,st women s commision had
- deocided: .
~ # Parkinson to be pol:.txoally responsible for leeding this work,

# Steefing committee of the commission to be made up of the NC members,
% Women's commission to meet more often,
* Avugust- meeting of women's commission %o be women—only (for speo1f1e ree.sons
to do with that meeting, not as a general rule). .

Levy said he was unhappy about designated male EC members (carolem,

Cunliffe) not having attended last women's commision. Some d1souss:.on. .
Jones moved that the report be aocepted. Agreed, -

5« AGENDA FOR EXTENDED OC.

Carolan proposed a dlecusszlon on IB?. After some: 3 i

schedule: o
a)-digoussion .on IB?, Ce
b) disoussion on sub—impemalism, :
c more general d:.souesion on impenahsm.

NATTONAL COMMITTEE 2_9.7.82

~--~—---—---‘ﬁ-------&--au----#--bw-‘-—-—

Present: Carolan, collins, Cunliffe, Fraser, Gard.mer, F'Graesa.c, Hill, Hunt,
- Jagger, Johnson, Jones, Kinnell, Levy, Mac douglas , MoVicar, Maddox, Morrow,

Oliver, O'Toole, Parkmson, Paraons, St John, Smith, Stevenson, Wheeler,
, Hhettl:mg, Wolf, . - ‘ L

-

1. mmvrm/mmms ARISING

- I-Iu:nt raised the issue of the le'tter by him to the pa,per a'bout the IMG. Agread
- the matter should go to the EO. g

2, TILC MEETING : |
Kinnell moved a. resolution that tb.e WSL should take the pos:ztlon tha.t the

. political and.organisational oond:ztione did not exist for a d.emoora‘bie
centralist TILC from the December meeting. .

D:.sousexon.

Smith. moved. that we ahould :ln TILG propoee a non-bmdmg vote on the preparatmn .
of the December conference, and abstain in this vote. And the ma:kter should.

~then be discussed in full at the next NC.
i Sm.tth'e pwoposa.l agreed vn.th one abstent;.on. _

3. thm, coum'yrm MAJORITY cwcns m'rmc

Kinnell reported. In view of ‘the developments at the nw meetmg and in the
' first half of the summer school, the ocomrades preseéent of the NG m;or:.ty
_had met before the full. Nc meeting. Some of them had prepared a statement on -

S
.




HEcy

T - e e B T PO

-

those developments. They felt that z'-'e'spe:ct for'WSL solidarity had broken down |
at the TILC meeting and in the. first half of the- summer - scheol, under the impact
of the 'mtervent:.on' by the RWL a:nd others.. .

Dlsouss:mn. -

Jones moved that the s1gnatomes (Carolan, H:.ll, Kinnell, Whet'blmg, Wolf) be -
urged not to circulate the sta:tement. ‘

Motion carried by 17 votes to 5 (Carolan, Gardz.ner, Hill, Kinnell, Wolf) wrbh
2 abstentions (Collins, Whettl:mg)

~ Kinnell moved that the tendenocy comrades be urged to dissolve their tendenoy, to
withdraw the call for a special conference, and to continue the debate on the
~ Falklands in the perspective of the regular oonference.

A mot:.on was pu’c not to take Klnnell's resolution. Motion carried with 7 votes
a.ga.mst.

4« TILC DEBATEON FALKLANDS/MALVINAS

Kinnell moved that: "This NC, in view of the general leninist principles of

honest political accounting, mandates the WSL d.elega:tion to TILC to insist on a
vote at TILC - should the RWL resolution on the Falkla.nds/Malv:.nas be passed - -
on an assessment of the previous TILC resolution. The TAF statement should be

used as a basis for such an assessment .for voting. The: WSL delegation will
na.turally vote against it",

Motion carried unanimously.

ORGANISING COMMITTEE-6'3'82

Presen‘b' all comrades, (Jones late).. |

1 NHS dispute. Discussion, Agreed to raise call for a one-day general strike, -
. subject to consultation with NHS comrades. '

2. Summer school/TILG meetlng/RWL.

 Discussion. -Agreeds

“‘a) Smith to do a letter to RWL outl:.nlng our orltzolsms of their view of party-
bullding/party pu‘ess/stra‘hegy/trade um.on work = i.e. a tendency to a sectarian
clique approach. »

b) US commission to be re—establn.shed as cha.nnel for any comrade wishing to
maintain relations with RWL, so that relations wrt:h the RWL are under the: oontrol
of the leadlng committees of the WSL.

c) 0C 'bo present a report to NG on our appreciation of the RWL.

‘e -
”—--—-i-o-———-.--.——-———-.c-»-o—-‘—--—-‘-——--. -

ORGANISING COMMITTEE. 13.8.82 . - S .;., 

Present: Cunllffe, Hill, Jones; Kinmell, Smith. Laxe- Levy. Absents Carolan (hpliday)*
" 1, GERAGHTY CASE AND NHS DISPUTE ' : - ‘
Assessment agreed as in paper. Also agreeds '

" . a) A circular to be done on recruitment from NHS dispute,

b) Levy to wrlte up experlenoe of Oxford HWFC orga.msmg as model for other
areasS.

2, BL: Smith r.;eported on reoen'b, d.evelop_mentkso



’ BRANGH CIRCULAR NOe 24 -

—ﬁ-——ﬂbn—mﬂﬂn—’—"-anunﬂﬁu

‘ 1. SPECIAL GONF}'ZBEI‘TGE

The Spem.al COnference on the Falklands/Malvinas is on Sep‘bember 5, in the West

o M:Ldla.nds.

All members have a right and duty 4o at'bend. A1l FULL: members who are PATD-
UP have the right to vote. Details of branches' dues s:.tua;t:.on have been sent out.

Plea.ae contact the oentre with any quer1es.

‘. Comrades must 'bmng their own food for the midday meal a'l; the conferenoe,

o as there will be no fao:.l:l.tles for obta.m:.r.g food on the spote.

Resolutions for the oonference - w111 be sent out shortly, and a.mendments

- will be, acoepted. up to Sep-bember 3,

Branch orgam.sers should cheek to ensure that all members in ‘bhe:Lr branch o
have all the relevant IBs (up to noe.12 =~ nose 13 and 14 are going out shortly),

L....:) Nik hoa cloﬂl,;
.{L(.,_

The magazine is now a:l; 't:he printers. Order forms for the magaz:me and other |

.and phone -in if extra suppl:.es are neededu

20 WSR no.2 i

lltera:ture are encloseds

Wgt Yranches order:.ng ma.gazines a.nd other 1iterature are asked to send

PAR’I\-PAYMWT with order, to the extent of at least 3()% of the ooa‘h, and a mlnumm

Teee if you order 150 WER no.2,‘ gend at least £.31°50
if you order 100 WSR n0.2, send at least £21.00

_,’1f you order 50 WSR no.2, send at least £10.50

- if you order 20 WSR no.2, aend at least £ .5.00

Th:.s is necessary in order to avon.d too slow a turnover of cash wi‘th such
11'berature. : . . v .

When send:.ng in your order, please also include ‘details of wha:b WSL :
literature your branch already has in stock, since we have no central records of
such ‘stockse -

A RESPONSLBLE comm IN THE ZRANCH (EITHm THE FRANCH TREASURER (R SOMEONE

| SPECTALLY APPOINTED) NUST TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SEEING THAT THE MAGAZINE IS

PROPERLY SOLD,. FOR GETTING IT IN'IO LOCAL LEFT BOOKSHOPS, ' FOR K'EEPING AGCOUNTS,
AND FOR GET‘I‘ING IN THE MONEY ' :

3. IRLN /mummn:m

' Gomrades have asked for guidance on our attitude to the Mu jahedin and the

National Council of Resistances
Our attitude should be: : ,
, a) e solidarise with the Mu;;ahed:.n against the repress:.on of th_e,\

, Khomeim. regime,.

'b) We do nof support the Na‘tlonal Council of Resistance poht:\.oally.

“As a bloc between 'bhe Mu jehedin and Bani-Sadr, :.1; is a popular fron'b.
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_ THE N.H.S. DISPUTE AND w.'s.L;.,REcRUIm‘J‘J |
o At an Orgam.sa.ng Gommrbtee meetlng we declded to do a circular to the

membersh:.p about the NHS dlspute and recrm.tment.

‘ Through HWFC, though our work at the NUPE conference, and through a.ll
sortn of local aot:.vrby, “the WSL has played. a role m the NHS da.spute ‘out of

all pu:oport:.on to our sizes This work has been valuable and positz.ve in itself. o

- ‘But from our point of view it also needs to be oomplemented wrth act:.vity
specif:.ca.lly dlrected towards recru:.tment to the WSLa ‘

Recrultment work should not be delayed. After the dispute 1t mll be
- more chfficult than now, maybe imposs:Lble‘ whatever the outcome of the _
B dlspute, there w:.ll be an 1nev1table slaokemng of mterest and entb.us:.asm» -

Local recru:.ta.ng meetings can be useful, and the centre can prov:.de
speakers. But don't wait for such meet:mgs. The first step, 1mmed1ate1y, is
simply to ask oontacts to join. . ,
 Be bold. Once in a long while. we may make a mlstake by ask:mg someone too

‘soon- and frlghtemng them off, but far, far more often we are too d:.ff:.dent. S

" Don't wait until you are sure that the contact understands . fully what ’bhe WSL
is about, Ask fi:pst, expla,:.n in detail later. If the contact rea.lly is not

' ‘ prepared to take on the commitment, s/he can alwa;ys back out when you make .

- the explanation. But if you assume. without ask:.ng that s/he is not rea.dy, you
- may be wrong. : ‘

Don't get trapped by a "stages theory". It is possn.ble, sometimes -even )

‘advan'tageous, o approach people to join the WSL before reormt:.ng th.em to the
broad groups or even before recruiting them to HWFC, Some, of eourse, w:.ll
refuse the greater comm:.tment but be mlling to aooept the lesser,

It should g0 without saylng tha.‘l; a bold. recru:l.tment pollcy must be | _
7 accompanied by serious organised education to make sure that new reor\uts -

‘ '_know what the WSL is, know what they are committmg themselves to, and. ge*l:

~_regular educat:.on in Ma.rx:.sm.

Kinnell for the 0C.




WSL publications

Workers’ Socialist Review no.1:
Capitalist Crisis and Socialist
Alternative, by Bob Sutcliffe ... S0p

TILC Bulletin no.1: Poland,
the FI(IC) split, Central America,
Italy, South Africa, France ...... 20p

TILC International Discussion
Bulletin: The Transitional

Programme in Today’s Class

Struggle 60p

The Fight for Workers’ Power:
Manifesto of the I-CL ............. 80p

The Battle for Trotskyism (record
of a struggle inside the WRP) ...

‘Communists’ against Revolution:

two essays on post-war Stalinism £1.75

Makers of Modern Marxism, by
Terry Eagleton ..........cccueuunee.e. 60p

Trotskyism Today no.4: Transit-
ional Programme, Mandel and
Stalinism, US SWP ......ccccecvrvennene 45p

Trotskyism Today no.2: History

of the Fourth International;

British Trotskyists in World

War 2 50p

For Workers’ Revolution in
Southern Africa .....cccceeeeeeeueurnens 30p

Spartacist Truth Kit ................... £1.00

£2.50

*‘International Communist no.9:

Lessons of May 68, Zetkin on

women’s liberation, etc. ............. 35p
International Communist no.8:

West Germany, ‘Western Marxism’,
revolutionary unity, the first

working women’s movement,
review of Rosdolsky, etc. ........ 35p

International Communist no.7:
Revolutionary unity, Trotskyism

in Vietnam, the Workers’
Government, efC .........ccccveeecccees 40p

International Communist no.4:
Building a mass working class based
women’s movement; the Fourth
Comintern congress and the

workers’ government, etc. .......... 40p
International Communist no.1:

WF /WP fusion, Portugal,, world
recession 30p
The I-CL and the Fourth
International 30p

The Fourth International: its roots,
historic mission, and an outline of

its history (WF) ..c.ccccocevvvnivnenncne. 20p
Women’s Liberation and Workers’
Revolution (I-CL) ...cccoceevruveunennens 15p
Permanent Revolution no.3: The
EEC, J P Cannon, Bukharin’s
economics (WF) .c..ccevecvcanannnnes 30p
The EEC: In or out the fight goes

on (WF) Sp

The revolutionary left in
Portugal (I-CL) 15p
The Toolroom strike and the

- fight to end wage control ............ 25p°
A policy for BL workers .............. 20p
Don’t let Turkey become another
Chile 15p
The Hotel Strikes .......cccoeveeueuneeee. 35p

Also available from the same address:
publications of Workers’ Action

Workers’ Action magazine, March 1981:
How women can change the labour
movement; the Third International;

Militant and Afghanistan ............ 50p
Why we need a General Strike ..... 20p
Marxists and Nicaragua ............... 15p
Afghanistan: Imperialism — hands

off! USSR — troops out! ............. 15p
The Politics of Militant ................ 20p

Labour’s Misspent Youth: an account
of the history of the LPYS ...... 15p

All orders to WSL, PO Box 135,
London N1 ODD. Cheques to WSL or
Workers’ Action as appropriate. Please
add 20% for postage (minimum 15p).
Orders over £10 post free.

—

ORDER FORM

s New out:
i Workers’
‘3 Socialist
Review

Feature

on
Falklands/
Malvinas

[ ] Please send the following literature:

...................................................................

.....................................

..............................

...................................................................

no.2. Name ....ccoeevecevncennee

............

............

............

I enclose to cover postage ............
Total amount enclosed: ............

[ ] I would like more information abbut the WSL

...........................................................
............................................................

...........................................................

M 70p.  Send to: WSL, PO Box 135, London N1 ODD.
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3 WITCH-HUNT
l'I-I:|.ll reported. Dlscuss:Lon. Agreed hlgh prior:.ty for Setepmber 11 .
4y 'LEBANON : ' : :

‘Hill reported on actlvltles planned.. Agreed Hill to approach Keith a'bout poss:.bility
of pushing for a big demo. Keith to be invited to 0OC to discuss" perspeotlves.
Jim B to take over as ¢onvenor of Mid.dle East commisemon u.nd.er supervismn of
. Kelthg . . )

- 5« SPECIAL CONFERENCE : A
.Hill reported on arrangements. Discuss:.on on resolutions.
64 NOVEMBER CQNFB?ENGE ' , .
i Kinnell reported some ideas for d.ocuments. Agreed to dlecuss in deta.ll next tlme. o
7. SUMMER SCHOOL/TILC | '

Nor»—attend ing areas: 0SC to chase up ‘ _
- Letter to TILC groups: Cunliffe dra t a proved . R
 Letter to RWLt Smith's draft not availa 1e yet. Agreed dunlsze to do- éeparate
, letter on press in meantimes =
Additional ocomrades to work on TILC: OSC report a.pprovedx ‘
December TILC conference: preparatlons dlecussed. Kinnell to do notes on 'bhe
existing TILC documents. o
TILC ahd democratic centralism NC discussion: to ‘be October Nc rather tha.n September. ‘
Statement to WSL membership on the Felkland.s/Malv:.ne,s de'bate: draft from Kznnell R
~agreed with. amendments. '

8. OPEN LE'I"I.‘EB TO S.W.P.
Draft from Klnnell agreed in general outllne.
_re NEC‘I‘ E«Ce

Kinnell proposed that the scheduled discussion on su'b—imperlahsm take place at
the next EC. 45 mlnutes to be allocated. Proposal egreeci. ,

10, CORRESPONDENCE‘ JAMES -

fLe'tter from James replylng to changes made by Pa.rsons. Agreed to ask Jmmes to
, v1srk London and discuss with Hill and Levy. - :

11+ FULL~TIMERS

Agreed that Will A., Joplin, Jenny 7 be taken on for a 'hrla.l period of 3 months,
on paper, youth work, finance, respectively, on 'l'.he bas:.s of topping up dole o
- moneye OSC to do more general survey. -

12, M.AGAZINE
Klnnell reported. O
13, AREAS.

' -Levy reported on comrades possﬂaly moving to Sheffield: to chase Upe |

Oxfords Todd, Mary W, Ann M, wanting to re-—join. Hill: in line with normal

- procedure they should rejoin as candidate members, Other comrades dissented.

~ Agreed by 4 votes to 2 (H:Lll, Klnnell) Klnnell: this siould not pre—audge general
procedure in such casess

nn---—.-‘—-‘-- —----—--—-n’n-wd-—---—u—_n-d—--

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 19.8.82 o S e

i

h-‘-——-—-—---.-—-.-p—-‘--—--.-—-n-.*—v---p--—-~“~~‘

Present: Carolan, Hill, Kimnell, Collins, Levy, Parkinson, Jones, Smith,
Absent: Cunliffe, Morrow, Gardiner (all on holld.a;y), Noonan.

1. CURRENT SITUATION
- Brief dlscuss:tons on NH.S, Leba.non, Ira.n, W:Ltch-hunt.




:20 WOME{'S CSOMMISSION

Collins repor*ted' a women's commission meeting at the summer schoolj oalled
~ speoially for the purpose but poorly attended, and at which neither Collins
" nor Parkinson had been able to be present, had reversed our line on the
women's maroh for ,jobs. What exactly it had decided was unclear. ' v
: ' Kin:nell proposed, and it was agreed, athat Collins and Parkmson should
draft a resolut:.on on the ocampaign, accommodating the reasonable objee'blons,
for a re=discussion at the next women's commissions
Brief discussion oh F. Agreed to discuss again 1ater on basis of women’e

commission discussion. RS
- | Hill proposed, a.nd it was agreed, to push for a new F publ:.eation on the R
' . NHS disputes. - : _

3. SPECIAL CONFFREMGE

' Minori'by resolution presented. Maaorrty resolution still under dlscruss:.on. Agfreed
resolutions to go -out Mondaye. Deadl:.ne for amendments September 3 :

4 RE-ADMISSIONS TO MEMBEB%IP

~ Collins re-raised the question of Todd, Mary W, Ann M be readmitted immedi
" with the immediate status of full members. : +- = S neo

Discussion.

. Parkinson moved that the issue be discussed at next NC. : _
Garolan movad that in the meantime the three conn:'ades shoild be candidate members.
,‘Oarolan's amendment rejected with 3 for (Carolan, Coll:.ns, Kinnell }* R

* Hill and Parkmson explained tha't they voted against because it was being o
alleged that the matter was raised not on the basis of general norms. but on the R
basis of 3 votes one way or the other at the spec:.a.l conference. - ' E

‘Hill Parkinson motion carried unanimouslys

 Hill moved that the EC recommend to the next NC that the 3 be recru:.ted as e
-candidate memberse _ _ K S

)

) Motion ca.rrled with 3 votes agaa.nst (Jones, Levy, Smith)e
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EXTENDED 0.C. 22. 7 82
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_ Present:. Carola.n, Cunliffe, Hill, Kinnell, Park:.nson, Smth° (la.ter)
Collins, . Levy, Mqrrow. Absent‘ Jones.

1+ TILC. Agenda of July/August meeting d:.scuesed. Relatlons mth
Morenistss resolut:.on from Kinnell =

"a) That we reply to the Morenists tha'l: we oanno't .give a genera.l conmit-l -
ment in advance to consider them as a principled Trotskyist tendency. We
cah concede that they are part of the spectrum:-of tendencies ?bas:.ng
themselves on the Trotskyist tradition, but we have differences with
them and requ:r.re d:.seussions to deterrm.ne whether 1’:hey are pr:mc:.pled
or not.
b) For our own purposes we should recogm.se tha:t ’by all the evldence e
available to us the differences are prinoipled.s ‘
o) We should write asking them to publish ifi their paper an article .
from us on-their apparent popular-frontism in Argentina. We should
publish such an article ourselves anywaye :
- d) Any pmoposal from them for publishing thezr material i our press :
should not be socepted without prior disoussion by the EC".

Cunliffes amendment to add in line 3, after "...‘ the‘b_they are" "ike us".
Acoegt_gd. C : , _ .
Carolansg amendment to replaoing "ba.smg themselves“ in 11nes 3-4 mth

© “itempting to base themselves". .. e
Tied vote, 3 =~ 3: amendment therefore defeated.

. Resolut:.on as amended' Easee with 2 abstentions (Carolan, Smith)

NOTE: The Morems-bs ha.d wrltten to us saying that they eonmdered 11: neoessary
for the further progress of discussions between our tendency and theirs that
we should state that we eons:Ldered them to be a prmc:.pled Tpotslwist tendency. :

2. SUMMER SCHOOLe Discussion of a:crangemen'ts. Agreed to impose a 1evy of
‘two weeks' dues on members not attendlng. .

' 3 SPECIAL CONFERENCE. Agreed date should be September 5¢

_4. WSL RALLY. Cunliffe suggested we should plan another rally. Agreed to:
aek Gtmla.ffe to present wrltten proposa.ls to “the- oommittee,

5e DISCUSSION ON IMPERIALISM AND I.B. 7

Carolans comra.des have said that the_ accusat:.ons of Ma.ms’t ideas are point—
scoringe But I think IB 7 is far from Trotskyism. It seems to argue that
~ anti-imperialist struggle is more important tham working-class struggle in =
'Argentinaj to propose the idea of permanent revolution in Argentina, a oountry ’
where there are no pre-~bourgeois residuesj to fall intp a stages- ‘oonception - -
‘of revolution in which the national question is put forward in a form where '
it has no. solution, - :
The ideas previously developed on the tanti mper:.a.list united front' .
seem to be behind it. But maybe I have got it wrong. I would like comrades 10 -
explains Also I get “the impression that some tendency comrades ha.ve not rea.d
IB 7 very earefully and ‘would not a,otuelly agree. with ite ' _

Smithe There is no p01n1; :m th:.s dlscussmn. I move nex‘t bus:.ness.

Parkinson: We should have a d:.sousen.on. IB 7 raises new questions in the ‘
' . debates ", . .

-Mo-b:.on for next business lost by 3 votes (Gunhffe, Morrow, Smith) to 5.
Morrow: All the EC tendency oomra.des read 1B Te '
Kinnells On page 4, IB 7 talks a,bout "$he basio ola.ss oamps in the wa.r"



- is based explicitly but falsely on an analogy with the "class camps" in a war

@

"the class camp into whioh Argentina fits in e war against imperialism", etos
- This idea of Argentina being in our class oamp is put forward as the basic reason - -
- for supporting Argentina. But Argentina is a capitalist statel The whole argument - -

. . between the USSR -~ a workers' state, although degenerated - and imperial:.sm. '

. On page T, IB 7T states: "Whatever the 1mp110a'bions of that for the

 Argentinian or British proletariat, we have to base our position on the 1mp11ca.-
tions for the international struggle against imperialism firste. This means that

even if a successful defence against Thatoher did strengthen Galtieri, we would

still have to call on the Argentinian workers to undertake that defence™. S
. - On the same page, the phrasé "“international struggle against 1mper1allem” Te A
.-is defined by reference to examples including Zimbabwe, Iran, Nicaraguay etos . .-
So the document is arguing that the workers' class struggle must be subordinated

to bourgeois nationalist struggle. But surely from a Marxist point of view, even-

if Argentine national rights were involved in the war - and I don!t thiNk they

"were « still the class struggle would take preocedence over national issues.

Again, page 14. "There is nothing especially genuine about a workers!' o
struggle because it ocours in thg framework of a trade union, rather than an anti- .
imperialist mass movement®, etc. This seems to completely deny the struggle for
the organisational 1ndependenoe of the working classe. It seems to me just like

“the ide=m of Bukharin and Stalin on the Kuomintang, except that they called it a
"workers' and pessants' party"™ or "bloc of four classes" 1nstead of "ma.ss g

. peformist anti-imperialist movement".

What is meant by "mass reformist anti-imperialist movement" in Argentina.?

i I think I can see a conneotion with ideas developed in some articles on A
South Africa. These articles present all isgues as just the masses on one side, thef“? -
state and the bourgeoisie on the other — thus. fading various petty bourgeois forqea‘-'-“

' ﬁ ‘out of the picture. In a draft of an article on Namibia SWAPO was referred to as-

if it were a workers? organisation with a bad leadership - not a ‘petty bourgeo:.s
orga.nlsatlon. I thought maybe it was just an unhappy phrase. But maybe note -
Do ‘the comrades see SWAPO as an example of a "mass reformist anti-imperialist -

- movement"? Or an example ‘of how the strategy of "proletarian hegemony in an-antiy .
imperialist united front™ could be: applied? I relate. back to the Chrlstmas 1981 ,'
"~ TILC discussion on the “anti-imperialist united front". :

Maybe I have misinterpreted what comrades meany I would like comments.. :

Carolan: Do the comrades have goth:mg to say? Then we have no united 1eadership of L
the WSL. :

Smith: This is all ta.otlca.l po:.nt—scormg.

Parkinson: Smith is getting himself into the tactical corner. I had no taot:.oal/ .
factional motives in wanting this disoussion - I wanted 1ssues clarlfied.
If we can't do that, we have no leadership in the organisation. o

Morrow: Carolan at the May NC insisted that there were 3 positions not 2 = ‘now v
he implies some tendency oom'a.des may not have read IB 7. It's ,Just
debating pointse -

Cunliffe: Carolan has raised the temperature. 'Phe majority comrades are not
oreating a good climate for discussion. They confuge issues by a,g:.ta.ting
about a split danger. -
On Kinnell's points =~ if I had written IB 7, I would have put th:l.ngs
differently. But the general issues are clear. '
Argentina was a non-imperialist country in confliot with the seoond 1a:cgea1:
imperialism on earths Is imperialism strengthened or not by a victory in. such a

- confliot? A defeat for imperialism oould only take a military form. And the war )
. was about the ability of imperialism to intimidate the masses on a world scales

I would not use the term class camp, but military campe. We should hawve Been
in the military camp of Argentina - while trying to promote the anti-imperialist
mass movement in Argentina. That's not a bloc of four classes positione o

The Argentine bourgeoisie are not ain a different class camp from the Brltlsh‘
bourgeoisie. But the Argentine people were up against imperialisme .

The outcome of the war? Yes, the junta disintegrateds But it was in a bad
state anyway. And what about the impact of the war on the Argentine working class®
The signs are that radicalisation has been halted, there is demoralisation.-

- .0On the anti-imperialist united front: James D's first draft last Christmas



'ls not the- pos:.tlon of the mmor:.ty. L A% thHe TILC meemng we ha,d some ,
difficulty understanding what Kinnell and Garolan and Franco were going on about

© in their critioisms, but after that the amendments were agreed. You oan't dr.aw

gweeping conclusions from first drafts. -
* . We don't propose an antl-imperla,hst unrt:ed i’ront in Argentlna. We prop@se
- worklng class mob:.lwations.. \ ,

‘ K:.nnel:b What is the "mass reform:.st anti—gg.mpenahst movement"?
‘Gunhffe: The masses on 'l:he streets in the demonstrﬁtions during ‘bhe we.r. i

Carolans Cunliffe has interpreted the document, J: qnite % d:x.fferent way. from how.
S it is written. But you can’t treat-documilsbe as if everything is a "bad :
'formulatlon" - The anti-imperialist united front is clearly there in the document.
Lt The masses on the streets? They were led by bburgeois Perom.sts, *&aillng
‘the military.

‘Morrow referred to m,y ins:.stence that there were two pos:.tn.ens in the
minority. There were — one accepting the Argentine claim to the islands, the other
. rejecting its But some comrades ha.ve now ehanged from one . poslt:.on to the other
‘wlth no accountmge SR .

Morrow. I move . nex'l; busmess.

Coll:.ns. We need an open dz.scuss:.on. The eomrades’ 'reactwn :Ls bizarre. ‘I‘he
general point being made is that in IB 7 class interests are subordinated.
to :.mperialism/anti-lmperlahsm. Either this is the same mistake in phrasing
made several times, or it's a consistent political error, ‘whioh 1mp11c:1‘b1y would
lead to proposing a bloo with the Az-gentine bourgeoisie. -
L ~ Why do comrades believe that proposing discussion. is a me.noeuvre? I'b makes
. sense enly if they ’thznk they w:.ll d:.scredlt themselves in any discussions

- Kinnells I want to pose some more questions. Is the comrades' view that in any
~ war between an imperialist and a non—:.mper:.ahs‘!: sta‘te, we nmst side’ with
' the non-1mper1a11st state 1rrespeo'b1ve of the igsues? ST

: Sm:.th. ‘I‘ha;b 's a ridiculous questlon. We've explazned our view :m every meeting,
‘ and itts in IB 7. } R

Klnnell' Where? R

A dlsoussion followed on SWAPO ag an example of a "mass reformst ant:x.-lmperlallst
movement"s Kinnell argued that SWAPO. isy all qua.l:.fioations grantedy essentially
the Nemibian Kuomintang. Our attitude to it should be essentially the same as
the attitude towards the KMT advocated by Trotskye That might include work inside -

_ SWAPO if there was a very small Trotskyist group., But the perspect:.ve ‘must be 'to
build an independent workers' partys Tendency comrad.es replied that the orientatxon'

should be to drive a wedge into SWAPO to separate the workers who believe that it

is socialist from the leadershfxm Workers think it is a genuine workers' organisa~ = -
- tiong we know that they are wrong, but we must dr:.ve a wedge. Th:.s is essentlally
'sztm.lar to Trotsky’s att:.'buda to the KMT, .

Smiths IB 1 sayS‘ "It is perfectly poss:l.ble and. often necessary for 'Iretskyls'ls to
- stand on the side of the most reactionary’ reglme in a struggle aga.lnst ; '
1mper1aln.sm" "Possible" means: not always. o

" ‘K:tnnell' "Reactloryary" is not the same. as "nan-almpera.alist" Anyway, page 4 argues
the issue in terms that would oblige us to toke sides with a non-~imperialist
state no matter what. The phrase about "the class camp into wh:.ch Argentina fits

in a war against 1mper1ahsm" is not mc:.dental, but central to the whole argument, -

apparently designed to provide a case for supporting Argentma despi‘te or
' regardless of the issues in the war. o

' The USSR analogy is heavily stressed, but does not apply. Argentlna is the

same class camp as Britain. It was a war between ’bourgem.s powers.s Support for .

 Argentina had 'l;o be dependent on whether an issue 11ke na:!:monal 11beratlon was
involved, : _ ‘ e

Smith: This relates to the_ Mhole argwnent abou-h the nature of the war, :
'Klnnellz Cunllffe 's argument was tha't the most important th:mg for dzetermz.ning



- position does.not necessar:.ly make. the other side of the war progress:.ve.

) our attltude 'bo the war was 1ts posmble effects on the world posﬂzlon of Bpitish
imperialism. But the reactionary. nature of Brltlsh 1mper1a118m g war to boost: its

Smiths We have d:.fferent vmws ‘on tha.t.

- Oa.rolan' Muoch of your views about Argentlna are apparently derlved from a negatz.ye
‘ reaction against Brrtaln. B .

K:.nnell' It the islands are part of the Argentine na.taon, then there is’ a 1ogloa1
case for support for Argentina. This view is taken by the IMG, for example.

But 1t's not the argument in IB 7. The argument there is that “whatever the
. - implications for the proletariat" we must "base our position on the 1mp110a.tzons for
- the international struggle against imperialism®. Argentina's war was progressive
because it was agelnst Britain, not because of anything it was for. The seizure
 of the islands was progressive because they were seized from Britain. I.e. the

- -whole a.rgument is based on the idea that the Argent:.ne 'bourgeoxs:.e is i.pao faoto ‘
more progressive than the British 'bourgeo:.s:.e.

- Smiths 0bv1ously it is, It is not 1mper1a119'b. :

Kinnells Not imperialist means weaker, not less reactlonaryx Here is the differences
Marxists used to say: 'The further east you go (i.e. the more backward the

country), the more reactionary is the: ‘bourgeoisiets :

. How can workers in Argentina oOntrlbute to the - struggle aga:mst J.mper:.al:.sm?

.-Overthrow the J‘unta. There is no other way. If Argentme were occupied by a foreign

army, it would be different. If defeat meant that Argentina would be put under the

. control of imperialist armed forces, or of Argentzne armed forces reorgan:seed by

imperialism to geoure more effective domination, it would be different, But in faet

 defeat meant a ‘shake~up for the apparatus of capitalist and imperialist control

over the Argentine workers, Support for Argentine in the war would mean saying to
Argentine workers that the Argentine bourgeolsle 13 not thelr ma.:.n enemy... :

Sm:.th: We've been say:l.ng that for months. '

Kinnell: That sums it up. The reason why the Argentme bourgeo:.e:.e is reaetiona.ry
" is not because imperialism tells it to bes It is relatively weakees and
vicious. The Argentine workers face the Argentine bourgeoisie as the obstacle
&t all points of struggle. Sure, it is economically dependent: so are the small

i 1mper1a.l:.st bourgeoisies, Belgium for example, Would we say the Belgian bourgeoieie

was not the main enemy in Belgium? It is the ruling class that the workers have

| - to settle accounts withe We could argue about how ‘economically dependent

: "-‘_:Argent:.na. isy but that makes no difference to the conolusion that the maan eneﬁ;jt

~ ~ig at home,

."’Morrom I have already moved next business. I see no' point 1n this dlscues:.on. - i

Smith: I had assmned. that everyone had followed the disoussion. 411 the poznta \.
raised here have been raised ad nauseam throughout the debate. The- only

. new thlng here is Carolan's "oons:.dered opinion" that we are Sta.lim.s‘bs. L

Carolans It is not true that the positions in IB 7 have been spelled out before,
‘ though some .points have been men'bloned in debates R
Are comrades asaying that Argentina - an advanced bourgeois oountry has a L

' ‘nahonal liberation struggle that has proedence over the struggle of the work:.ng e ‘

o ,ola.se? These -are very strange ideas, and developed in a. dlsturbmg way. And 11;‘3
dlsturb:.ng tha:b you resent questionse _ , , R .

Smiths It’s not true that we resent quest:.one. '
Morrow's motion for next. busmess was put a.nd carned.

6, TEBBIT OAMPATGN

- "émeouss:.on 1ntroduced by I..evy. Agreed to go for a um.ted front commlttee, a
~ campaign centred on bnr-eakmg collaboratlon, a.nd a 1obby of the TUC. T

l 8,»P0LIGE ACGOUNTABILTTY

Document from Kimell (see IB 14) gz r1ed after disoussion with 1 vote aga.lnst
w (Morrow) (Vote only on general line i.



