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THE POLITICS OF THE WSL LEADERSHIP - A CASE HISTORY OF CENTRISM .

The authors of this document will be supporting the piatform of
the Internationalist Faction at the WSL conference,We think hhat
the platform covers the major areas of disagreement that we would

have with the Carolan/Kinnell and Smith/Jones/Cunliffe sections
of the leadership. ' :

However there are a number of aspects of the platform that we do
disagree with.We have indicated the areas of our disaent on the
final page of the platform.We present this document to explain

our own positions more fully and to explain why we have dissented

on certain areas of the platform.This document,therefore,is not
intended for voting on.It is an explanatory document.It is a dosument

of the undersigned comrades.It is not an Internationalist Faction
document, | '

Reagan {Birmingham Branch
Philby (Birmingham Branch
Layten (Runcorn Branch)

April 1983
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Introduetion

~-What follows is a-ecritique of and altsrnative to, th. current leadership's
entire political strategy. We present it as g factional platform. We no
longer accept that any section of the present leadership (either from the
0ld WSL or old ICL) are capable of regenerating and re-directing the WSL
in a revolutiocnary way. We therefore present our document as the basis of

an alternative orientation for the WSL. We will fight to get conference to

-.adopt ti:is document, purge the current misléaaers and elect a new leader-

sﬂip!committed-to implementing.thegproposalsrwe are makingi | !
. At the time of fugion many of us entertained the Hope that the unity of

'”,the;WSL and I-CL would Strengthen the revolutionary left in this country

the Eﬁg.gs a'gtrpmg; independent'reVolutionary organisation, _
These failures cannot be put down to a lack of effort, Our criticisms 'are

This has not happened. In fact we have lost members ah8 are fauiling to build

hot directed at +he enthusiastic efforts that comrades made to build our
influence, It is-therolitiéa%Wefafe building on that is erippling us.
numerically and politically. ‘They aréjthe_liquid&tionfst politics developed
by the old I-CL 1eadsr§tagaiﬁstaﬁhich,the,oldLWSleeaders have ned no .
~alternative. They deliberately blur the lines of demarcation between our-.
selves.and left réformism, We now recognise that the fusion of the WSL .
and.I-CL was based onh these wrong politics. Because thése aspects of the
Tusion were never debated out and were obscured by other {in faét less
important and still unresolved) differences; we can now see that the fus-
ion was an unprincipled one, It paved the way for the preseat situstion.

The organisation was founded on a programme marked by an adaptationist
orientation-to ﬁhe_mabour.Party'anﬂjﬁhe.lab?uﬁ“l?fts,in'particular. This
was not immediately clear to us. It took the Malvinas. war and the leader-
ship's line on it - especlally the Dositions put forward by the key -
1deologues of the WSL's right-wing drift, Carolan and Kinnell - to reveal
to us the extent «f the .adaptation. That is why we begin our eritique with a-

a Pestatament-Of‘fheﬂbfgaqisétian!s‘erPObs'on;that,q&estiona

Thé Malyinas - - .- o 55 I

The Carolan/Kinnell leadership's attitude to the Malvinas issue was a
consistent.social pacifist one. It was in no sense . a Lerninist, International
one. The most.refined version of theirp position in IB No. 18 states that the
war was reactionary on hoth sides.and that for marxists the key issue is a
'democratic! one - namely, defenging the Palkland islanders’ right to self
deterﬁinaﬁion.,Point 5. of their resolution states : - - - ' _
‘ ,;"sﬁppdrtgfOP the-right_of the Falkland Islanders — a l...iicc _is.—
distinet historiecal, ethnic,. linguistic, economic and S
-geographic community 400 miles from-Argentina - to determ-
‘ine their own futtre is axiomstic for Leninists... The
.Palklanders' right'to'self—determination_qannot‘be'in—
validated by a desire by them to adhiere to-the ROW~i...
imperialist state that spawned the Falklands community" (p2)
Despite this stalwart defence of the community, howeverg Carolan and co. -
conclude, somewhat contradictorilys -© . - S s R T

"“support for the Palklanders' rights plainly does

not*nécessarilyrmeanfahybsuPportffor~military action

to enforce those rights. In the actual pituation, -

with Britain &n imperialist pawer, we rejected and

opposed the British military action™ {p2) S
No doubt Carolan would have preferred an economic blockade like Benn,.
Kilitant and, unfortunately, the Class Fighter comrades who voted for
one at last year's LPYS conference. : : o

The Carolan/Kinnelliposition recognises the right to celf-determination
for a t@ny settlier population and migrant labour force that is neither
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'ﬁoiiiically nor (despite Carolan's false assertion) econbmically_dis?igqt_;
or independent. In case Carolan did not know, the islands are owned- by a-- -
British firm. Their adherence to British imperialism has enabled Britain: - 5

to:build-a fortress Palklands to. police Argentina's waters and-the.South .-
Atlantic, Why wili'Carolan not support military action to enforee the « ...
right -he purports to defend? If ‘that right is threatenea by military .o oo
force,: then only military force can defend it, The comrades have an. ugw i
ten&ple;positionf'IfiitFWGre“lbgicaily pursued then it would lead them. - .
to Militant "'s:view that a Labour Government .(with socialist policies,y .7
mind} is needed to pursue a workirg class war against Argentina. Of coursg:
the comrades draw beck from this and retreat into the soclal paeifism . ..
displayed by Benn, Race ani co, Their position, like-so's'WaS‘untenaplgif_§g
No matter, they held it and therefore so must SO and the WSL . IT the price; .
for maintaining this rotten bloc. is the abandonment of a few old prine~ . 7
iples then it is worth paying. Out went Trotsky's position of defence “-+° '~
of semi-colonies hgainst imperialismA(Mﬁxico/Brgzil). Indeed the. wholg’
notion-oft sbmi~colonies, Lanin's theory of imperialism and ultimately .
Trotsky's theory of PRermanent Revolution wére reduced to historieal - -t
curiosities by Carclan/Kinnell. R o R S
If these theories are outdated, as some of Carolan's less scphisticated = -
;followerS“claimrin'their,bid to prove their. opponents dre mere- dogmatists
then please ~ sHow us the proof. Produce the documents to refute these -
theories,'Thig;dpes.notfmeaniprodgcing statisties to prove that Argent-—
ina ié“afcomparitiVUly rich semi-colony, Prove that it is not a semi- - 0

colony. =~ S S AR o .

The Malvinas debate also showed up the real character of the internal L
regime of .the new WSL. So desperate was the leadership to ednceal the ..., _
eventual change of line from its.Beanite allies, that it suppressed deb- =
ate-oﬁVtheESubjéct.'It‘critised the very idea of holding a conference to
resolve the issuse. Open debate is .anathema to those who have set course

on a liquidatiQnistipnojedt;;It.getszin‘their way., - S -

Not .only was discussien-abruptly and buresucratically stopped, but the -
change of line banely saw the light of day. SO never mentioned it. A
supplement to WSR number 2 (8 pages hardly a*tracting a mass readership = 07
at a price of UOp) was broduced but many members, let alone the public,
never saw it. It was hardly sold at all, Carolan obviously did not want’
to upset any of his hoped for left refermist allies. After all, Reg Rac
had}already-vbwed'neVer'to_grace_an;IMG platform again after Brian DR
Grogan was forced to reveal that the IMG was Argentine defencist. Heaven ...
forbi@;that“fearlesa_Reg should take the same oath in relation to us! = 7

Unfortunately, through the wholé Malvinas episode. the old WSL leadership
did not provide the necessary challenge to Cérolan/Kinnell!s social
pacifism. They moved to a position of defence of Argentina far too late,
their final position = which: does not recognige Argentina's pight to the
vinas - is still short of revoiutionaryginﬁernationalism, and since the
defeat of Carolan's positlion they have failed to wage an unremmiting : .u
struggle for SO to carry the new line, T : T

Interna;iogally, the leadership obstrueted a proper discussion of the
issue taking place within the TILC. This reached a disgraceful climax"
at the summer school. The School was announced as a WSL, not TILC, school
"Therefore the international'delegatGS‘WQo had travelled hundreds or
~thousands of miles to take part in =@ vital discussion, were offered five
minutes a piece to make‘afstatement;~At precisely the .time we needed
international help tducounterfthe_Hationalist pressures. being exerted on
us, Carolan, Cunliffe, Kinnell and Smitnh all united to prevent open debate
In our view this confirms the nationaliatgoutlook=and-oriéntation’qf the’
leadership;;Carolaﬁ’sﬂattitude:tdwands{therTILC (and the RWL in partic-
ular} in his ‘withdrawn' document in. IB 35 is ‘a graphic illustration of
this national centredness, He begins by announcing that- everything is up
in the TLLGw - v oo 0 STt TR T
"TILC“is,_barring,somewunlikely miracle, already effectively split"
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The ‘*sectarian' wing (the RWL and ﬁOR)'ééﬁhé£ bé“feeonciix i

_ SN ahw ana, LOR) cannet be- iled with the non-
seatarians T_lfe;-Cardlaq,5$h1§;SQl;t_document theén ges on, using all the
methods of.lnnuendo, factional;sleight Of'hand'and dowriright faisehoods

that Carolan is bast master'at;“té acuse the IT of . 2ing a : ; 5.

. lendency. Carolan comes -clean as the defender ‘of theJWSLgaggiﬁgi,gggtq?;leﬁ

- interference' of a 'foreign poweri‘aﬁd“ité?surposedfaéents.:The~doc~'
ument shows ‘him as a narrow hationalist and it reveals the ba _

Of ‘those who still tolerate him 1n the leadership of the WSL. Tts come

clusions - IT is in fact RWL, RWL.is hot in WSL, therefore, expel the

IT - reveal him as a bureaucratic}factiénaliSt.fﬁtenﬁ on destroying TILC

aspects of the marxist programme, He 1is’'doing 30 in order to render the -
-marXi$t pP@§TaQ@3'harmlesﬁ.andwno longer-a- barrier to much sought after left
_ reformiét;alliegﬁ;Thiﬂ’is_elear;inarelaticn'to Ireland and the Midd&le BHast,
Caralan3&3315hly'hinﬂeﬁ;ﬂﬁﬁhisupﬁsitionton the Zionist state and Pajestine.
His-attempt to ppevenﬁlﬁhefsq.d&legate;meeting‘1a§t}Autumn from recognising
self—determinaﬁionjfor,;he_Palestinians-wa‘“nﬁominous,Sign. Self determinat-
ion itfseems;ﬁisfalﬁight,fpgj1,8001Kelpersyoﬁ~some rocks.in the South: 't
Atlantic, *but-not for millions of-Palestini&nS‘kickéd;but;of their home-

lard by the imﬁéfiﬁliétsggndgkept_out'by*mhefZioniét‘State, o N 3
on lreland, Carolan has bern. more explicit; In SO his artieles on the _ .

protestant working class have™¢5dified his abandonment of Pérmanént -
Revolutiens ~ - .. 0 . R S o s
The 'programme oﬂ;Peﬁmanent“Revoluﬁion,for'Ireland_neitherameans ignoring
the”proteaﬁant;Working'class,'hor‘seeing the national struggle as separste
and distinct stage which must be completed before working class unity can
be achieved;TItgmeanS-requnising the existencé of a -national question

in Ireland.as a.canrdinal question ‘that péquires a cla-s answer, as against
am "% _nationalist answer, Permanent Revolution in Ireland would -nean-a
struggle to drive out the British troops and smash the sectarian state by
pobilising the working class on both side & of tHe border. It.would mean .°'i
fighting for the wo:king'claSB:t@ﬁleadithé'nation51 struggle in-.a socialist
direahibn-,T_n’this1str@ggle,the,@range-Statéﬁwill'inEVitablya@Obilise.the
Protestant. working glassitofitstadvantage;-Our~strategy'musp'be&tp show ' .
that the protestants have nothing to-fear from a working ¢l s united
Ireland.fHowevér,_wefdaqnotlcompromiSé:withfthem on’ our goal.of smashing -
the Qrangé State and establishing a:géeialist united Ireland. In the-course
of this struggle, revolutionaries would defend all of  the partial interests
of the whole working class {wages; jobm;- rights etc.). Along this road

of probably qu¥te bitter struggle, tneneiis*%he‘hopefthaﬁiﬁhe;protestant

workers can -be broken from .the proiestantwsta%e.*The,higtory,of the - i
twentieth century'sh@Wsrthaﬁ'suchma:dramaﬁié‘rhﬁture,_a dialectical leap,
will be the only way thefprgtestant%ﬁerkerS'will‘Befﬂpn to the cause of
revolution and'a socialist united Ireland, o U
Againstzthis‘pErspectiva;uGépolan, despairing of the Republiecan-led
solution he Qnéeﬂthought-pbésib&é-andiuﬁabie tp provide -a proletarian
answer, reshapes his,programme‘with]?lundén,from the programme of left

reformism and_thé.camp-of,the«twopnatiOQiéts, He now advaneeés a democratic
solution in tne'vain.haﬁe.thatqtheiprbtestgnt'workersxcanabe;wooed awy, -
rather than broken from, the statethey identify with and its - imperialist
overlord, Thus, in place of* the call:for“a?scbiali§t ﬂﬂitedjIreland," e
Carolan-argues: ™" [ R R UE T R
“Now, Wﬁen';hedronies*pfopése‘néﬁ@_eredqueqranﬁpveryvfl"
_ ,,ﬁangerdus,tinkering}With‘thp“éntiﬁi@i&l:én@:unﬁemccratic
¢! Bix County Statey is the time,to raise the. whole question - -
“‘?bf,an-iﬁdependentand_uhitéd'§§énal‘lreland, This is the only - . .
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fundamental solution te the tragic_mess_that
successive British goveraments, Labour and
.Tory alike have made and continue to meke in
.. . . Ngrthern Ireland" (80 15/5{82) U LA
N0~ﬁéﬁﬁioﬁ?of,a_|worKEPs—Pepublicyfdrfof soclalism as_the.gn;y £undaq§9tal7'.
solution. This ‘position has since benn made even more explicit by the -~
comrade. In the recent series on the protestants, tlhe comrade advanced . .
the above strategy with the following justification: & S
~. - VIf. we do not have a democratic programme, then
... we rise no higher than the miserable partitionist |
" Southern Irish bourgeoisie.... We must instead be = - -
. consistent democrats (SO 3/2/83) = . o S

Lenin's enforced 'legal' euphemism for the illegal Bolsheviks before the
First World War is, indeed, rendered more profound by Carolani It iﬂ'gi*eﬁ“g_ 

a pure and simple democratic meaning.

His position on Ireland is not wrong because it expresses- & concern for: h@g,,
protestant  working class. We share that concern. It is-wrong becaﬁﬁe;i@;fA.;;;
purperts ﬁékwin'thembe'advanqingua_purely democratic ptogﬁamme,*Ganolan_nga
can. do’ thig “with good ¢onscience having de FPacto-junked Len .n's theory =~ . -
of -Imperialism and Tretsky's theory of Permanent Revolution during the- . = =
Malvings - war. We will not- give up.these theoretieal gains so lightly., .

We re-as8ert that only the struggie For a soclalist united Ireland will
resclve the-naticnal guestion in the North and break ferever the -Orange = -

sectartanisn of the. Protestant question in the Norih,
The WSL's Liguidation _ _nto Social.Democracy

At the root of all {he current leadership's errors is a liquidationist -
appreach to social democracy. The foremost exponent of this orientation .
18 undoubtedly Carolan, however, he is not alone. The comrades of . the
.‘uld.WSL-leadePShip';Cunliffeg-Smith,'Jones - accepted his positions on
soclial- democracy at the time of the fusion. The erganisation was - we
would_npw;ﬁacognise.-nsyecifiCally founded on this licuidationist basis.

The Workers Govérnménﬁ

The new WSL was founded an a revisionist and centrist distortisn of the
Workers Gbvernment slogan., The position esntained in the fusion document .

was -based on the articles produced in Workers Action.on the 'slogan. These . .
articlies vere themselves a rightist revision of the old I-CL's use of the ~ .
slogan -in:its manifest. 'The Struugk for Workers Power'. The fusion - - .° ]
documént showed. that the old WSL leaders had abandoned the position on

the Workers Government oulinéd in the Socialist Press polemics agaipst’ . =
the Wnrkens Action articles. It declared: s B S
: e e MPhe Brighton/Blackpoel/Wembley decisions  to centrol _
~MPs and to give the majority of votes: on who shall be.~"
- Prim® Mynister if' Labour has a majority to the CLPs
"and‘traée‘unioﬁs could open the way to a 1ew kind of
Labour Govérnment - a. workers' government, instead
of the gcvernment of the_ trade unien:party which
. merely admi isters capitflaism according to capitalism's - %
- own laws, abour government petentially accountable
- %0 sections of the organised working class. The
-extent of that accountahility would depend on the
- extent of independent ‘class mobilisation and. - -

.. _organisation" (Fusion platform p.419) L : ¥
This'f@rmulatibgén*the Workers Govérnmeént -~ the old ICL's formulation, =
accepted.lock, stock ‘and barrel by the old WSL leaders - sums up the
organisatioﬁ%SAWPong-aﬁtitudeytotﬁagial,@emoeracy, Social Demoeracy. o
mildly democratised, becomes the form of workers' gevernment that we have B
been reduced to prepagandising for, The electcral college and the reselect-
ion process are put forward. as the means of making a government potentially
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accountable. And the ou+come we fight f'r is to be a left Labour govern—
ment accountable te¢ CLPs who, ‘hopefully, will be crowded out- with werkers
Gone are the clear guldelines ~f the reveolutionary Comlntern for the
workers' governments that cemmunists fight- for; Gone are the key organs -
of struggle that we call for a workers government “o be responsible to - -
workers counc1ls/sbv1ets and workers militia, Thesu- organs are called for
separately from our call for a workers government, not as the indispens-
able. beﬁrock organisation of any real workers' gnvernment. The tasks
allotted to this government by SO are vague and general, It will be
tanti-= capltallst’. It will, to an extent, dismantle the power of the
bourgeoisie etc etec, Compare this Vagueness w1th the Comintern’'s prescrlt
tlon for what the immediate tasks of a workers' government would be:
. "The most elementary tasks.of a workers government must
be to arm the proletarist, disarm the bourgeois counter-r .
revoltulonary organlsat10n55 bring in control over
production, shift the main burden of taxation onto.the .
- propertiedclasses and break the r831stamoe of the. sounter
i revoltulonary bourge0181e. :

.Such a workers' goverament is p0331ble only 1f it is born o

-out of the struggle of the masses and is supported by
combative workers organisations formed by the most
oppressed sections of workers at gress: ‘roots level"

In p$81ng the wsrkers government (read left Labour governmentaccountable-
to the Lgbour Party) as an inevitable stage, we have robbed it of its
tactical value as & slogan and built it as. a strategic goal into our .own
programme., This:errsr has paved the way for further liguldatlon. Given
the recent victories nf-the right, a Labeur government elected in the
immediate future would not be the workers government - hoped for and called.
for by 80, This change of perspectlve has not led us to gquestion our

usée -of “the slogan, but to drop even that slogan in favour,- 81mp1y, of

a caltl for a Labour government pledged to Labour conference pollcles.
This is precisely what we have argued for in the Soc¢ialists for a Labour
Victory (SLV) campaign. We have not addressed demands 1o a future gov-
erment on the b.isis of workers need;, but nn the bc31s of what the 1P
conference has decided! -

S0's llquldatlonlsm s now compleue as- 1t now vies w1th the 8L to llmit
this ceampaign to Labour 8 poliecies and assures the ‘fake 'lefts' that thelr
reformist programme is'socialist' and the adequate basis of a campaign
against the Tories. Little wonder that this positien leads to the sori
of electoralism dlsplayed on the front page of SO Na 122. In an drticle.
signed by three ‘people( i) the type of electoral campaign advanced was
limitéd <o pursulng Cnb, producing leaflets and the launch of an 'anti-
- Tory crusade' modelled on the ANL. But what action such a crusade is .

to take to fight the igries is far from clear, Certainly there.was no
mention of the neeéd to fight the Tories and the  Labour pright through

the mobilisation of the. worklng class in dlrect action. against the. .
bosses and the Tories, the organlsatlon of coun01ls of action, the
spreadlng of Strlkes ete. :
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The paper was . launched ag-a’ monthly campalgnlng paper ‘of the’ bro&@i
etegtoral camprign,the SCLV.Despite ‘its pretence et being broad; 1%”5'“
iginow-the only regularly appedaring publication’ of the WSL - whlle' ’

- retaxning the diluted pelitick of thé brdad front period.When it went
fortnightly,Carelan  deScTibed it ‘As a nonxsectarian: paper with’ a“rdughly
adequate ,but not seientific,programme.In fact the pdpe ,the voice of_tra
WSL supporfers in the 1abour movement is opportunist in’ relqtloﬂ to , :
lert: l?bourltes ,the women's: movement ,the peace WOVQment ete,.

The - paper- declare@ that we were mll “Berinites" durlng the Benn campaign
It wag uncritical-of Benn s ‘deputy leadership bid - the politics it was
conducted -dn-and the way in which the campaign was fought,Our support
was as uncritical es it was’ uncondltlonal Jie wére gilent following Benn's
demoblllsutlon of ‘the -deémocracy movement after the Bishops Stortford
deal ;silent-even when the' Labour Herald criticised Benn and Go..He_
commltted a major act of sabotage at this meeting.He peved the way to
the right's victories and ‘the present witch-hunt.Yet we have not ubtered
a word of criticism of -him for this.lndeed,in & sense we .could not,
because our coneeption of the democracy. movement -and rour strategy for
1t,were not independent of BenmnWe favoured not a united front and the
raising of a cleor revolutlonary voice,but a “broad based” movementi of
the ‘left ‘on-the seme ‘model as the RFMC.To criticise Benn and . advance an.
1ndependent programme would have upset this project.These are not - -

“1on—%ectar1an" polltlcs ‘in relation to Benn and the lefts.They ar@ the
opportunist®politics’ of an irrelevant ginger group. RS
. To mglntwln a fig- ~leaf ‘for its opportunlsm 50 regularly onens ﬁus L
pages to an ussortment of non—revolutlonary elements.No bad thi ng in -
and of“itself,but for SO these elements actually become spokespeople for.
they are not criticised addgd to correcued .Their views are simply- pre-_
sented ,

In the wesk' Iollow1ng the Labour conference and the launch of the

w1tch*hunt the response of S0 was f£iven in a front page article by the

-_1eft—reformlst Tatchell . Why no corment from the WS or on® of the lead=--

ing writers of the paper ? The regular opening up of the paper in this
wayigives it protective cover - protection,that is,from ‘those like
-ourselves,who derand that 1t -be an cpen rbVOluthHa“V paper. : '

Of- ceurse theére is,in reallty,one distinctive body of oplnlon in the _
pargg or S0 ,It 1q~cont91ned in the voluminous outpourings of one John .
O*Mghony.His series on Ireland,Socielism and Democracy atc.,are the '
means by whieh the paper's llquidatloﬁlsm and opportunism are retlon- T
alided. and ideologically justified.The series on democracy -~ an sleab- =
orate attempt’ to prove that bourgeois and workers® democracy are ’
compatible -~ was a -elasgsiec in-this respect Hig front page lead on the
Chelsea bomblngs presented ag the paper's edltorlal proved both that
the paper is- OfMahoney - property and that the WaL itself has no public
and accountable voice, -

All in all the features of the paper that we have delineated, reveal
it to be a centrist paper. It is neither a Marxist paper adapted to MP
conditions,nor & genuine left-reformist paper with a combined reformist

and revolutlonary following,

Municipal Cretinism ‘

In tandem with the liquidation of our organisation into left-social
de emocracy,we now have a geggle of Lebour councillors.By installing
ourselves in the democracy caucuses and cormittees and befriending the
local grass roots lefts,we have been able to rise to councillordom.

In these caucuses,in partlcular in the shrivelled wards and GMC's of
London,we have bben able to oust the right and secure their council
seats (eg. Isli ngton) .
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;Ebwgver,we:have'not-done this on a revolutionary programme,but on the
- election menifesto of the. local labour party.We have not presented =
ﬂgurselves‘as revolutionary opponents of capitalism,but as good left's
- Who. can manage local affairs better than the right-wing or the SDP,

. In-the 1ight of this the criticisms we level at Livingstone et al,

over.rate rises,are formal,shallow and dishonest,.Given that we did not
do anything in Islington to mobilise direct working-class action until
we wanted the Town Hall unions to support rate rises (!),we wore im no
position to oppose rase rises when faced with a centralygovernment
attack,Our emphagis,like Tatchell's and  other raformists,waes on caring
for the community not on mobilising the base.No wonder then that when
it came down to it one of our leading councillors in Islington ended up
meneging capitalism in the same way that we had criticised Livingstone
for doing.lie voted against an already negotiated pay rise: for nutrsery
workers in the Labour. policy group,has gince voted for rate rises and
accopted his responsibility as whip to force this anti-working class
discipline on fellow Labour councillors, KR o

Against this local government policy we counterpose devoting nine-
tenths of our efforts to mobilising the base against cuts,rent Tises
and rate riseg.Mobilise the unions,the workplece,the LP members, o
council tenants etc.,in action councilsg to svop all cuts,rate and rent
rises through direct action.We must demand that a Labour Council
earry out such a policy and would support lefts who implemented it,

- while fighting to oust right-wingers who won't support such policios.
~Revolutionaries would only stand as;councillors-gn.a'olear action .-
programme to fight the Tories to the end,up to and including a clash .
with the law.Our councillors can claim no such mandate.’ Lo I

S0's record is one of dighonest and disloyal eriticism-of the reform=
ists and a failure to raise our own programme. and: mobikise. the working
- class independently of the reformists, SR -

E
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Thé Witeh-hunt

Our response to the witch-~hunt wes wrong all aloug.We failed to fight
uncompromisingly for a united front on ; No Registration = No Expulsions
~No Withdrawal of Democratically Selected Candidetes.These policies
were not optional.They answered every line of attack from the right. 7
It was necessery to fight to defeat the weapons of the right as well
as the use of these weapons.We should have called oh every force,paper-

and figure,including Benn,on the left,to unite and fight, )

Instead we 2ccepted that Benn was not going to wage a serious fight

and did not criticise him at all.We refused to criticise the Militant's
bureaucratic,big rally style of .campaign (though we c¢riticised their use
of the courts).In the more menageable arena of the LAW,we blocked with
the IMG to oppose cormitting the eampaign to defiance of the register.
This was despite the fact that we. fought against registration in the
CLPD,In thet forum we could safely pose as the outside left.Not so in
the LAW, ' _ S I L S

The rationale for these positions was given by Carolan in IB 2I.After
a few ritualistic phrases against the witch-hunt and register,he
declared @ - . . . . : S o N -

"The alternative is to fight the register until it is
established (if eventuelly it is) and Militant's
hard core is purged and then go with groups like
CLPD,LCC etc.,if they register.We should oppose
the registration of the CLFD at its December conf-

~ erence,but in peneral it is unlikely thet the -
Marxists can shape what happens.As » rcugh rule of
thumb I suggest thet we use the LLPD as a weathervane,
and sdvise co~thinkers in the LP to register (or

~attempt to register) at the point thet it does,or is
automatically registered whether it applies o™ not .9
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Carolan explaing that. this. cynical blowing with the wind is- parm1351ble
because the register is not a principle, But,comrade Carolan,is it mot.
an unprincipled tactic to- réfuse to .fight the :eglster to the Very. en&
and thus,hopefully,weaken the right's offensive ,1rfespecslve of which
way our fair weather friends im £hu CLPD are movirgz ? As with our p031tlov
on rate ‘tises, our position on the reglster is no more ‘than left«~ - - e
posturlngllt betrays am unhealthy fear of an all out struggle w1th the'
Labour traitors. - ;s : R

Entrv1sm - From.Tactlc To Stratagv

Some years Lgo in “Workers AGulOD” Carolan Lrgued :
"One of the major reasons for the divisions in the
_,revolutlonary marxist left in Britain has been

. different attitudes on what to do about the Labour -
- Party.This is the major strategic guestion for

militants trying to restructure and remould the
.brltlsh iabour wovem.ent"»

In saylnp thls Cﬂrolqn wes downplﬂyln the central 1mportunce of the
class's primary Plghtlng organisations %fhe anlons,end workplace

organlsatlons }¢In its stead he eleveted the struggle 1n the worklng
clasgss's clectoral eltermative to the Tories. |

We do not reject work: in the MP.But wo do say that it- shoulﬁ be sub—
ordinate to an orieutation to the militants in the unions and. workplaces,
currently a minority,who ore confused and disarmed after years of - ‘
Labour misrule and Tory iron rule.We do not accept that the unions whlch
embrace millions can be eguated with a reformist political p&rty,

consclously joined cnly by thousands (despite official figures % '
We do not regard them as equal pillars of the labour movement in that- the unlons

are the bedrock crganisations that workers turn to at times of struggle at’
the point of production.
Carolan rejects this view.In line with his earlier p031t10n his resolutlon
in IB'21 commentaed 3
"In addition there is —'1t ean be pald dogman;ca¢ly - no prospect for an
1ndependent revolutlonary tendency in the next period competing with the L.P.%
Competlng at what level -~ at the polls? We would agree.But, the polls are
not the'oniy focus - indeed given that they happen once every 4 or 5 years
not the primary focus - for revolutlonary activity.It can be said dognmatically
that in the factorles,workplaces and the estates a really revolutionary
tendency could conpete with the L.P. for active menbers.The L.P. does not.
have any hénourable record in theése¢ fields. - :
‘Garolan is frying to scare peopie.He is saylng we must stay in the L. P. at
all costs and that cutside there is nothing but a sectarian wilderness.Look
at the SWP,that proveg the caselBut comrades,thc SWP are in crisis because of
their centrist. y8yndicalist polities.Besides,we are not immune from crisis in
our ranks and a, lﬂss of members.The truth is that Carovlan uses the SWP as a
cover for atﬁacklng all cof those who oppose his positions.He has,;like Healy
and. Pablg before-him,turnecd the tactic of entrism into a strategy to build-
a left propaganda bloc encompassing the Bennites,not a revolutionary.- tendency..
To this end he is prepared to Tiquidate further In IB21 Kinnell proposes . ..
sinking into the mire of '3' groups or selling 'T!'.30 has now become the naln."
canpaigner for the formatlon of 'B‘ groups Carolan appiauds and coyly )
suggesta;
*In general they (the marx1sts) nust create lternatlve ueuns of contlnulng
their work {(as in Kinnell's resolution ecte.).This would obviously be a°
transitional phase of our work.At a certain point,after the election perhaps,
we would have to assess where we are at and pe thaps rationalise publlcatlcns,
In which case 50's fate night well turn out to be the same as WA's. '
This liquidationism has cost the WSL dear.We have lost members, maklng the
active core of the fused group small as the ¢laimed meﬂbershlp of” each of
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It is/inveterately cent:ist leadership,moving rightwards towards social democracy.
We ask the coming conference to throw it out and elect a slate which guarantees

to implement the following policies : ' o '

* Egtablish a progrrome commiggion to drav up a programme -urged:of the
rovisionism *het has disfigured the politics of the WSL. '

* For a major turn towards work in the trade unions,workplaces and amongsi
the unenployed.The current struggles in the car industiry show that the
openings exist for a turn to the militant minority in the factories.In
particular we should systematise the production of revolutionary socialist
workplace bulletins;the building of fractions and veaders groups around

~the paper and bulletinsjbuilding genuine, rank and file formations in

the unions pitted against the bureaucracy;the fight against the TUC and the
Stalinigts for & national unemployed workers union and trade union :
orgenisation of the unemployed. - :

* TFor fraction work in the MP as the basis of a fight to build a tendency
" around our revolutionary politics.For a fight against the witch~hunt
to the end.No registration.No expulsions.No disbandment of CLPe.For the
recognition of all demooratically selected candidates.

For open work amongst youth,women,blacks and gays on the basis of a
fight for revolutionary politics amongst the oppresased.No more
concessions to pacifism,feminism,separatism etc.,at the level of
programme .The WSL has cowtowed %o feminism.The youth work panders to
labourism and feminism - :
For a conmunist working womens movement

# For a revolutionary youth movement.

#x

¥ For a regular party paper and a quarterly theoretical journal as _
organs of programmatic clarification and as the means to fight for our
politics in the working class.For other billetins/papers (MP,youth ete)
to be produced if logistically possible For a nonthly bulletin for MP work.

TILC

We now recognise that TILC cannot be turned into a genuine democratic centralist
tendency,simply by proclaiming that this is what we want.What we do propose is
that the goal of an international tendency can and must be achieved by a
systematic discussion on programme involving 211 the. TILC groups to include
elaborated pogitions on the key questions of 3

% The Fourth International
Reformism and Stalinism and tactics for fighfing then
# The workers states and political revolution

# Imperialism,Permanent Revolution and tactics and strategy in semi-colonial
countries

# Principles of communist work in the unions,reformist parties and movements
of the oppressed. : . S

This discussion must be facilitated by the establishmen® of a special
commission to translate and circulate all relevant documents.The incoming
leadership should collaborate with TILC sections to ensure that a programme -
based on the method and doctrine of the Transitional Programme ,but developed on
the key points we have outlined,is drawn up and circulated in an international IB.

The international’ discussion should also cover the key tactics/perspectives
of each national section.These discussions should be absolutely open,with no
barriers to criticism and should,for example,include the following :
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the two groupe at the time. of fusion! We have had repeatedly pathetic turn-outs
for navional events.Our branches and meetings take on;more and more,the loose _
character of Bocial dermocratic meetings.Our discipline is dire.Our finances are- _
in a ruinous state.We are witnessing a de fazxto liquidation into the labour left. '
This is the. practical consequence of the lsadership's theorestical liquidationf

A dramatic turn i: necessary.This must nclude a public .21f-criticism and o
a rallying of the revolutionary elements ol the membership against the organisation's
centrist leaders and the elements of the sembership who support their line and
who do not want to lose their place in the queue waiting for councillordom.

» L]

THE DESTRUCTION OF DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM

Centrism,by ite nature,is'fbrced to twist and turn.It has no definite programme,-
but steals from the programmes of others in an eclectic fashion.To carry out
its twists and turns it must have a maleable membership that it can control.Tt
can brook no revolutionary opposition.It exercises its control not via open
.debate and democratic centralism,but by bureaucratic methods.We do not accuse’
the leadership of. beirg btureaucrats as such.Their organisational methods are
tureaucratic. - - L _

This leadership has robbed the WSL of a party organ (for example over the
Malviras).It has turncd €0 into the property of the Carolan/Kinnell clique (with
Cunliffe and co in tow).As for WSR the Carolan clique fail tc produce it =
regularly and only produced No.2 for blatently factional reasons.

The Carolan/Kinnell controlled spparatus pushcd for a moratorium on debate
over the !falvinas only after the special conference voted against them,larolan
and Kinnell have repcatedly postponed the annual conference proper.They have
been disloyal to all their opponents.Their attitude to the IT,which in our view
was too conciliatory to Carolan’s clique,has been disgraceful.They have .
slandered the LiT and manoeuvred against it.They threatened to expel the IT on
spurious grounds prior to the confersnce.They tvied to salami opposition with
bageless assertions about an RWL plot.Those assertions were nade in a quasi-
chauvinist fashion,with reference to " ‘oreign cults¥.Prior to this Carolan had
not produced any political arguments against either the RWL or the IT.All along
he has been preparin- a pre-emptive split or expulsions ir order to remove ‘
opponents prior io a proper politizal debrte and rrinr to hr's further and perhaps
final liquidation into left social democracy.

Hie retraction of the threat came because he had won agreement from the
Cunliffe/Smith wing of the leadership that they would work to nmarginalise the IT.

Carolan and Kinnell are an unprincipled clique.Their only real principle is
a hatred for any principle and intransigence (which they mis-call secterianism).
Against Benn and co they repeatedly refuse to raise principled differences.To the
IT and the TILC nmajority they bare their teeth in rage,whilst they lick the hand
of Benn,Race and co like spaniels.They pull down omne principlée after another
in their desparate anxiety not to be cut off from parliamentary and municipal
left leaders and the petit-bourgeois of the new. labour left. '

The time has come fo call a halt.

WHAT MUST BB DONE

The Carolan leadership must be removed.It has shown that it is not fit to lead

o'
g

i) social pacifism on the Malvinas war.
ii) rampant revisionism on fundamental issues - rermanent revelution
Imperialism,Ireland,Workers Government.
iii) its disloyalty to the membership - viz the attenpted expulsion
of oppoesiticnisis, o '
iv) its coneiliation and liquidation into Bennism and left reformism
_+in general. . :
) ite hostility to building an international tendency - viz its
attitude to TILC. : ‘



L.P. work in Britain

The L.P. slogan in the US
Trangitional demands

LORs attitude to the USEC cte.

On this Bz'is alone TILC could create the political base to move towards
democratic centralism,with sovereign international conferences and an international
leadership and apparatus. '

RELATIONS WITH OTHER GROUPS

The incoming leadership of the WSL must commit itself to real revolutionary
regroupnent in Britain.To this end it must break off negotiations with the ST
and London Labour Briefing who have demonstrated themselves to be rightward
moving centrist groups.The path to revolutionary regroupmnent must be via fusion
discussion with genuine revolutionary organisations.In Britain today that
means fusion discussions with the Workers Power Group.They exhribit mneither
the sectarianism of the RCP/Sparticists nor the opportunism of the SL.The
incoming leadership should contact Workers Power with a view to opening such
discussions. : :
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