~DEZHDUM TO 'INDUSTRIAL :3ZASPFECTIVES® poounms™. Me IiIllSe

The development of technology over recent decades has had far-reaching
cultural, social and political effects, Particularly, the récent fapid
development of video, computer and information technology, together with
changes in media technicﬁes, are altering the character and the conczciousm
hess ef the working-class and also changing the methods of the ruling-clas
it is iﬁpefative that we =znalyse the implications of these develdnments T
we are to fully understand changes taking place in this society and develo
our apbroach to the class-struggles Therefore, the lHatiomal Committece will
initiage discussions throughout the organisation which include sna2lvele« of
the following;

14 Changes in the makeZ-up of the working-class as a result of ..ow
employmernt vpatterns which result from HNew technology and the restructurin
of industry. This will result in shifts in the comparitive power of variou
groups of wofkers. e neéd ,for instance, to examine the position of

electrical power engineers,comnuter onerators and programvers etcs

2.These changes also affect manesgement , giving rise to problems
with their traditiomal structurés,>a lot of confusion and attempts to use
new approaches to 2 lot of old problems(Like how to deal with revolting
workers)We need to examine how management is adepting and will adaot to

further computerisation,

3«The introduction of more advanced technology can result n
severe changes in working conditions, /45 well as being used to c=usec
layoffs- new technology can lead té deskilling (eg Yord Processors). So
it is lleccessary for usy to understand how best to fesist its misapyzlicati

from the workers' point of view,

44 New technology could develon in many different ways- in rel-ot
ively creative or destructive m directiomns. Technology is mnot 'neutral’
but has specific c¢ffects which depend only partially on how it is useccde.
Therefore we have to look at the ocuestion of'Alternative technology's So
far this hes méstly been discussed in the Movement by peonle looking for
alternatives to the arms kX industry or safer forms of cnergy nroduction
then Nuclear Power. We should a2lso be examining whether the demand for/or
crcation of/‘lternative technology and transference of skills can be
integrated into the €ight ageinst the closure of industries and for the
expansion of the Publig¢ Sector. This can only be understood clearly if
such demands are not confused with thp idea of alternative strategics for

reforming capitalisme .



5e When considering our strategy for fighting unempnloymert wc “mst
recognise that the-ability of businesses to rationalise =2nd cut hack
workers may go on unsbated as technology develons and the world cconony Em
goes from crisis to crisis.It would be a migstake for us to focus our
approach on just defensive strugnles or concentrate only on the fight
for shorter hours. e must also ficht for the development of creative
comnunity-based Public Services and turn the fight against the cuts in
this positive direction. e should consider demands like the ACCESS to°
video and other modern ecuipment in 211 Local Housing cstates for creatve

and educational uses and demanding full wages for the unemployede

6.lMedia technicues, the videc revolution and information technology
are developing widespread nolitical ySocial and cultural cffectse?e MUST
devote much more attention to the assessment of these developments, and
to considering how the lovement should be relating to them,/lso therec is

the ouestion ofmaking more use of them ourselvese,

7,The statc continues to develop its subtle and less than subile
methods of surveillance and control, The special sectioms of the arrcd
forces are trained to handle themsclves and new weaponry in a manner +that
would apirly itself fery effecti#ely at a time of workinhg classs upheaval,
We should not overestimate or underaestimate these develonments. We should
however be very clear about what is goming on and how we will nced to

respond from the Movement when more of these methods are used against v,



