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FLAIFOrM OF wHE INiERNATIONALIST FACTION

Our primary orientation is te the working class. It is on the basis i
of this orientation and the needs of this orientation that we determine
our tactics in relation to werk in the MP. We reject the notion that
work in the iP and MPYW is the central area of our work. We are for

a major turn towards work in the itrade unions, workplaces and amongst
the unemployed. The current struggles in the car industry show that the
openings exist for a turn to the advanced layer in the factories. In
particular we should systemise the production of revolutionary socialist:
workplace bulletins; the building of fractions around the paper and
bulletins; building genuine rank and file formations in the unions
pitted against the bureaucracy; the fight against the TUC and the Stal-
inists for a national unempleyed workers union and trade union organ- .
isation of the unemployed,

OQur work in the MP is directed tnwards breaking workers from reformism
as part of the struggle fer revolutionary leadership in t e class, not
Simply to helping the left te develop er evolve. It is precisely through

our censistent ecrientation to the class, our clear criticism and our

ability to show members of the left hew they can locate their individual
secialist commitment within the struggle te develop the only ferce
capable of making the revolution - the werking®class - that we will win.
the best elements of the. left to ur politics.

Some years ago in 'Workers Action' Caralan argued:
- "one of the major reasons for the divisions in the . _v v .25
revolutionary marxist left in Britain has been
different attitudes on what te do about the
Labour. Party., This is the major &trategic guestion e
for militants trying to restructure and rémould i
the British labour movement"
In saying this, Carolan was dewnplaying the central: impartaunce of
the class's primary fighting erganisations (the unions, and werlplace
organisations) In its stead he elevated the struggle armrund the working
class electoral alternative te the Teries.

We do not reject work in the 1P. But we_do say that it should be sub-
ordinate to an erientation to the militants in the unions and workplaces;
currently a minority, who are cenfused and disarmed after years of Labour
misrule and Tory iron rule -.2lso to the unemployed and specially
oppressed sections ef the class. We do not accept that the unions which
embrace millions can be equated with a2 reformist plitical party, consc-
iousy joined by only thousands (despite official figures).

In line with our orientation, our press must be directed towards the
situation of the most militant layer ofy,the class and the mass of workers
behind them. In the bresent period that requires a clear revolutionary
programme and bold revelutionary propaganda and agitation which ecan
address the problems faced by tuese militants, in a language they can
understand, providing an explanation and an understanding of their
experiences and drawing them towards an uncerstanding of the revolutionary
tasks of the proletariat. In pracice, this means having = pvarty paper.

By contrast, Socialist Organiser uncritically premotes Benn, Race & Co. -
there was no criticism of Bishop Stortford or of the loyalty speech at
conference; no criticism of Race on the Malvinas; no criticism of the
liberal-reformist strategy of Tatchell:; no independent strategy advocated
within the democracy movement in the P,

SO's open forum (not Trotskyist) approach to various Euestions (Women,
Peace etc) whereby assorted centrists, petty-bdurgeois feminists, pacifists
Tribunites etc speak for the WSL without editorial comment means that

the voice of Trotskyism has to filter through this web in the form of
individual contributions or letters - in most cases with little Dprom-
inence or impact.



=

Of course there is, in reality, one distinctive body of opinion in the
pages of 80. It is contained in the voluninous outporings of one John
O'Mahoney. His series on uwemocracy - an elaborate attempt to prove that
bourgeois and workers democracy are compatible - was a classic in that
respect. Hi® front page lead on the Chelsea Bombings presented as the paper's
editorial proved both that the paper is O'lilahoney's property and that the
WSL itself has no public and accountable veice. :
&
4. 1he gquestion posed by the wifchunt is ﬁoL one of a choice betwenn staying
-~in or getting out of the MP, but between talddng our politics to womkers
or not taking our politiecs to Workers.

We regard the register as A witch-hunters nocse and campaign consistently
. fer all socialist groups to boycott the Register and for the CLPs to refuse
te carry out expulsions. At the same time we must point to the politics

of the witch-hunters as scecial chauvinism, as with the Malvinas and the
Irish liheraticn struggle, and of open accumodation to capital as with
their suppor+ for wage controls; .

We refuse to register because to do so would negatv our fight against the
witch-hunt and because to comply with the register would also oblige us

to repudiate all internatiensl links in favour of, the 2nd International.
Rather than voluntarily limit our own poﬂitics, in the event of a defeat

of the fight aBgainst the Register, we shduld adopt illegal methods of

work in #&he MP while continuing our campaign against bans and proscriptions
in the labour flovement. _ ® .

In fact, our respénse to the witch-hunt was wrong all along. : ,
failed to. fight uncompromisinly for a united front on ‘o Registration,

Ne Expulsions, -No Withdrawal or Demccrgtically Selected Candidates' Thenc
policies were not optional. They answered cvery 1i of attaeck from the
kight. It was necessary to fight to defeat th weapons. of the Right as well
as their use of those weapons. We shoulu have calleu on every force, paper
and figure, including Benn, on theé lefti,, to unite «n@ fight. Instcad there
was passive acceptance of the fact thati Benn was going 1o limit himself

to verbal proteses and NEC votes,:that Militant would limit itself to a
few rallies and using the corrts,. but wouldn't defy expulsions or de~ .
selections, that the IMG would not commit its "campaign' to non-registration

SO maintains a verbal radicalism in the, hope <f being the last to surrender
- but in practice is secretly preparing jo register and at the LAW . . ..2. i
conference opposed any defeinite commitment to refuse to register under
any circumstances, even while posing as. the intransigentopponents of the

Register within the CLPD,

5. Now the- leadership appéars ready te liquidate the SO into an even 'broader!
paper - Briefing or Tribune. Sus bPractice has meant that the WSL has had
no distictive role in the Labour Novement and that contacts have joined
bigger organisations - as well as the steady loss of members to the extent
of nearly a third of the organisation (100 out of 300). What we have is a de
facto liquidation. :

A dramatic turn is necessary tc rally the remaining healthy cadre tu _oidhy’
Trotskyism and a fight against the centrist leaders!

6. We reaffirm our orientation to the specially oppressed, women, blacks
and gays, who, because of their double and often multiple oppression, are
often amongst the most miltant layers ef the class. Within this work, we
must necessarily develwy special methods of werk which can enable us to
respond sensitively to the preblems and experiences of these layers.



7. In our work amongst women, we reaffl

working class women in struggit, Y
orientation as 'miserable economism
for women as a tactic,
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politics of petty bou
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movement. As a part of that

and to fight to build a revolutionary tendency within it ‘
working class youth as a whole, nor do

however, substitute the 1P¥s for
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5.
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cal approach to the separatist
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as the basis for creating the most

istorical revolutio
the class. Vi€ work to

he mass . of- the labour

to orientate to LEYS

We do not,

struggles of

y building & tendency in the ¥S. We

us to relate flexibly to all layers

of youth, win them to our politics and draw them with us into the struggles

inside the mass labour movement.

9. We regard 1t as essential that revolutionaries mist be, at all times, the
most implacable opponents of their own imperialism, resolutely defending
all those in struggle against it. We reject the notion of solidarity
which attempts Lo incorporate pacifist dénunciations of the actions of
those fighting imperialism and declre our support for the resolution of
the Irish Commission submitted to the 1IC in December 1981 with regard to
the military actions.of the Republican movement. We reject the strategy
of guerrillaism, but unequivically defend the rights of those in struggle
against imperialisn to determine their own methods. Ouyrdifferences with
the Irish Rebuplicans is over strategy, not over the targets of their
miltary campaign. '

The Malvinas War, the Palestinian question and tie Irish question - in
relation to all of these, Carolan's appetite for revising fundamentals

of the Marxist programme have been exposed. This revision is gort ordér to
render the marxist programne harmless and no longer a barrier to mucﬁ?
sought afte? lef't reformist-allies. Carolan has only hinted at his positicn
on the Zionist state and Palestine. His attempt to prévent the 80 del-
egate conference last Autumn from recognising self - determinétion G
for th@ Palestinians wa8 an ominous sign. Self determination, it SGemé
is al?lgpt for 1,800 Kelpers on some rocks in the South Atlaétic but ﬂ t
fﬁ?.mlllIOﬂS of Palestinians kicked out of their homeland bj theg‘ E
ialists and kept out by the Zionist state. - o R

On Ireland, Carolan has been more specific and explicit. In SO his articles

on u v
ln
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ey érg%ggggitog %Epmanegt Revolution for Irelsnd neither means ignoring

> vorking class, nor seeing the nati
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1nFerests of thg whole of the Werking class (wages, jobs,'rights ete): Along
this road Qf_probablyAquite bitter struggle, there is the hope that tﬁe' s
protestan; Workers can be broken from the protestant 8tate. The history of
the tweptletn century shows that such s dramatic rﬁp?are s 8 dialectical
leap, w;ll be the onlyrway the DProtestant workers will be won to the cause of
Tevolution and g S8ocialist united Ireland,

Against this Perspective, Carolan, despairing of the rRepublivan-led solution
hg once thought pPossible and unable to provide g brolstarian answer, feshapes
h}s brogramme with plunder from the programme of left reformism ang S Som
the camp or the twe hationists. He now advances s dzmocratic solution in
the ~vain hope that the brotestants can pe Wooed away, rather than broken from,
the state“they identify with and its imperialist-overlnrd. Thus, in .place '

of the call for a-seeialist uniteqd Ireland, Carolan-argues: - -

"Now, when the Tories propose hew, foredocmed and very:
dangerdus tinkering witp the artificial andg undemocratic Six
County State, is the time to raise the whole question of ap
independent ang united rfederal Ireland, This is the only
fundamental solution to the tragic mess that successive
British governments, Labour ang Tory alike have made and
continue to -make, in Northern Ireland' (80 15/5/82)

No mention of a 'workers republic' or of socialism as the only fundamental

solution. Tyis position has since benn made even more explicit, In the recent

series on the Drotestants, the comrade advanced the above Strategy withthe

following sjustification: _ :

B "If we do not have a democratic programme, then we rise

no higher “‘han the miserable partitionist Southern
Irish bourg:oisie ... We must instead be consistent
democrats" (SO 3/2/83)

Lenin's enforced legal éuphemism for the illegal Bolsheviks b?fgre.the"
First World War is, indeed, rendered more orofound by Carolan! It is given
a pure and simple democratic meaning,

g

¥ 1 e =~ IS e
His position on Ireland is not wrong because it expresses a bgnceygefgg {g

: 1 + =R ~
protestant working class, We share that concgrn. Ibt}b urghgcaigi:n el
i iglist T ther than a democratic one. E

8 pre - imperislist progrdime_lau ‘ : Ly il e
thgs with good conscience having de facto junked Lenin's theory o np

R i i % i inas
"erialism and irotsky's theory of Permanent Revolution during the Malvin

war. We will not give up these theoretioa% gains se lig??i{. Wgoisgsiigt

tha% only the struggle for a socialist unitied Ire}and wi g:ctarianism

national question in the North and break forever the Orange ' |
of the Protestant gquestion in the North,

5



We approach the anti-Imperialist

: ' BT masses of the
struggles of the Ogyl?sfedf“izzip‘s =
i-colonial countries from the stagdgo%?u Ossertiél

i ; i apitalism in whic 16 e ntl .
LG W LA v and oppressed nations, 1

i 1ivist B Lld dinto-oppliesco :
feature is the diviston of the w? } LOLo- pthe il A e sl
We see these struggles as proceeding witnln ]

‘ i i itd 5 el TILE
Revolution. We t erefore support the established positions ol 1 !
: o = ; N . e F
on the Malvinas and Palestine.

3 = . _ 3 . + ¥
The Carolan/Kinnell leadership's ?ttltu?e to tiﬂ o
consistent social/pacifist one. ke wa§ jn no ???S in 2
-al one. The most refined versionof thelr position 3 1 g s
war was reactionary cn beth sides and that for marxists Lhe :
i L L*t;ﬂocra*ic’ one namely, defending the Falkland islander's
issue 1s a ' den " & - namely r : : ;
right to self-determinatirn. Point 5 of their resolution states:
"support for the right of the Falkland Islanders - a Q1st1nct o
histarical, ethnic, linguistic, economic an@_geographlc community
LOO miles from Argentina - to determine their own future, 1s
o 1 I, =2
axiomatic for Leninists .. The Falklanaer§ P}gnt toAself
determinetion cannct be invalidated by a desrire by them to
adhere.to the now-imperialist state that spawned t..e Falklands
' community" - ' _ -
Despite this stalwart defence of the community, however, €arclanand co.
. conclude, somewhat contradictorily: .

"support for the Falklander's right s plainly does not
necessarily mean any support for military action to
enforce those rights. .In the actual situation, with
Britain an imperialist power, we re jected and opp-
osed the British military action" (p2)

No doubt Carolan would have preferred an economic blockade like Benn,
Militant and unfortunately the Class Fighter comrades who voted for one
at last year's YS conference. ; :

Lhe Carolan/Kiunell's position recognises the right to self-determination
for & tiny sttler bopulation and migrant labour force that is neither
politically nor (despite Carolian's false assertion) economically distinct
or independent. In cace Carolan did not Know, the islands ar e ownsd
by a British firm. Their adherence to British imperialism has enabled
Britain to build a Fortress Falklands to police Argentina's waters and the
South.Atlantic. Why will Carolan not- support military action to enforce +°
the right he purports to defend? if that right is threatened by
military force,‘then only military force can defend it. The comrades.
,?222 igeznggnigiftggifz1$?éwait ﬁeye logically pursueg'then iﬁ wguld

d 0 Mili A tnat a Labour Government (with socislist
pollcles, mind) is needed to bursue a working class war against Argentinsa
(853 goqrse,_the‘comrades draw back from this and retreat into the social k
pagif1§? dlsplayed by Benn Race and coo, ITheir positjon, like SOs was
¥§ EEZ piicgofgitésgét;?ignheigi1t.agg@thereﬁo?e 80 must 80 and the WSL.
o Dol sy then_it iS'EofﬁhS rotten blOC‘lS tfe abangonmenp of a few
defence of~sem£—colonips against gaying.l9gt an%_lrotsky‘s\p031tion i
the whole notion of seii—c§1o ies mﬁur}a'inm1{mehlcg/BP821},.'Indeed,
ultimatély Tootulets han i ?1229 gnln i tneory of 1mper1allsm and
et | CuPioiéiEiesdb“y o Aprmggent evolution were reduced to
: ¥y Crolan /Xinnell.

dependent and sen
theory of Imperla

1e Malvinas issue was a
eninist, Internation
18 states . that tn

"P ¥ " &
é;lihese thgorle? are out dated, a8 some of Carolan's less sophistictaed
6 owgri c¢§}m 1n‘the1r bid to prove that their opponents are mere
Péggitli_s, uqen Piease s@ow us the proof. Produce the documents to
thar Er nefg ih§orles. ihis does not mean producing statisties to prove

; al'gentina is a comparitivelyw rich semi 3y it i

A par ¥ rieh mi-colony. Prove

8 semi-colony. T Rl

The:@alylnas debate_also shocwed up the real character of the internal
reg.ae in the new #SL. So desparate was the leaders 1ip to conceal the
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Unfortunately, through the whole
did not provide the
pacifism. They moved t
their finag1 position .
Malvinas - is still shor
the defest of the Carols
an unremmiting fight for

Intérnationally, the 1le

ureaunratically
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Malvinags

eépisode, the old WSL leadership
cessary challenge +o

Carolan/Kinnell's socic]

O & position of defence of Argentina far too late,
which does not recognise Argentina's right to the
t of revolutionary internationallsm, and since

n leadership's bosition, they have failed to wage
SO to carry the new line,

adership of the WSI unil
TILC Summer School into & WSL school im order to prevent TILC seetions-
frbm‘polemicising £gainst the 80 line... Thé Carolan leadership has attemptec
to wreck the TILC because they have dared tn criticise the WSL leadership
Oopenly on the Malvinas. Then it claimed that the Internationalist
tendency was 'RWL inspired'.

aterally converted the

& [

We base our assessment of
analysis of the degeneratio

the bureaucratised workers
n of the Soviet Unien, and
on 1in all of these states.

states on Trotsky's
in particular on the
We reject the reflexi

heed for political revoluti

: g  m— = C L e | . e = A ==
ive resort to a clessless call for 'Tself - setermination' in Poland, Afghan

3 I 3 ) T -+ - £ L e
istan and Kampuchea :s being compati»ie with = cons stent ﬁefcn?e'd_ uh;e )
i f 3OV 107 ( ) ther HBiiresiao 3 workers
property relations of the Soviet Union eﬂigtﬁfbgégliﬁg%%Iffféﬁzéﬁgtate i
states. Vie SUpport, instead, the =all for/ ﬁ-ln‘epen.eﬂc iﬁrke¢o ; bk
gaehof* thege countries as a means of establlsblng_the_needruo’gugf h?¢
hationalised Property relations whiech are brogressive in themselves, u‘u'

merely potentially brogressive when Stalinism is overthrown,
12. 'Wie .support the transforuation of the TILec igto = Qe?o?fat}f Sﬁitgziézgér
tendency as propesed by the Italiag and %?erlfan c?mggazf fbvigél it
TILC Conference. Vie argue for a WSp‘commlumcnuﬂﬁq ihl& 5_n? e
in our struggle for i{he reconstruction gf‘Fne r15 vie reai:‘ﬂemgcratic'centr~
to create endless organisational and pp¢1;1cal barrlﬁr? l?*%cal agreement
alism. Yhe contention that there is not the nﬁceséi?f'gzllgiffrences vy
within TILC does nothold water ss the sg?gall;d jole i;%dip Sk oo
into -insignificance beside the yawning uiffgrenoes within _ ]
fusion and between the WSL/ICL prior to fusion. s g
This is not to say that there are not unimportagt diffregggsF?etg;:nItalian
oppositional [ILC seetions on the nature of'the-fr?g?gnq +baﬁ'tié B
LOR subscribes to tne TILC Founding document's conEcn.lorsugf Mo W - o
Trotskyist movement' exists within the scattered fragment ~'?fra St i
liﬁstguld apparently, reject such a view an@ wou&d Bug thebgre tﬁose i
as CEHtPiS%Sy adopting a harder‘cnaracE;gis§;;$n£héh§feghige1counter .
1d probably support the FITs conception t e h g : I
gg?onagy‘. Ihgserdiffering views lead Eo dlfferyié :oggigilggiizzggism
it L f:agmegtstﬁg Egatﬁlécéﬁgrifgg%%pnszfion on this question
. forced many £ A - ethink 7 _ P ; =
giz this is bound to have repercussions on TILC‘%n’tiqms fgbgéfgirg?gg? to
be reésolved, Such differences muet be resolved by a time
ussion between now and the Autumn conference
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et racterisation . :
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(i44) The LOR's entry into thg LER e
(iv) The Labour Party slogin "N the USa

ovement' .as 2 aseful concept.

o :q the British LP
v) entryism "0 the Betuis

%V*) Jnti~imp:r*11-st unftcd front
o

i it4ona 2m 1pn the semi-
(vi+) democratic ind transit onal deminds n

colonies. ) , .. . :
Unlike cunliffe and gmith, however, We ?T°,n2t.%?n
back ~and regress nto national ’I‘rm:squmsmc.i We a;; gth §>
. maxd mur 3 : nd resolve ase
he maximum TO assess the mportance OL 4 D _ & P .
gﬁfferandes; along with other he§lthy tendenct €S that may be open
to serious 21 csugslon.. To this aim, WS propose U
programmee: :

ng to sit
to do

17 4 timetable of di scussion of differinges within the WSL and
- ced at fusion, bub not yet implemented.
i%rigsﬁg‘lar'intérndtional‘tﬁmetable within TILGC, between now

and the alTumn alongside a campaign to remove from the WsL lead*
_Srship the Carolan —evisionists and all who compromn’ se with them
(wh.ich appears ab presert to include Cuplﬂffe, Smith and Jones)
3) To demand the following provisional tﬂmepabl? for this:

a) the immediate circulation of all major internal documents -
throuzhout the TILC sectilons, patrticularly, the national psrs-
-pectives documents. = =t :

b) tha setting up of a sub-committee of the TILC secretar-
-iat composed of languags specialists to do this task.

~ ¢) april TILC meeting to be a pre-conferance tO determine
the agreement/disagreement within TILC. '

d) May/Julr discussion via international discussion bulletins
on all disputed questions :

s) July/august Summer School focussed on outstanding differen
-ces and problems of democratic centralism.

f) November/December. If agr:emnet reached on any major _
differences, in particular- on whether the key tac/uics are seen
15 tactics as opposed to a strategy, a conference to establish
democratic centralism within the non-revisionist TILC sections
and the WSL with the €arolan 12adership removed.. This m*ght "also
incorporate a comm’ttment to a systematid timetable for resolving
kiyy”putstdpéing'det14led 4ifferences within a democratic central-
Twstjfrdmework 48 long as thes2 were openly racognised ind stated
in advance. i

To sum up, we recognise that TILC can be turned into a-.-°
genuine de.mocratic centralist tendency. We propose that the -
godl of an international tendency can and must be achieved by
_gststemdtﬁC'discussion on programme involving all the TLIC groups
tg includé 4 ‘re-examination of our positions on the key questions
A i

i ~~The " Fourth International '
——Reformism and Stalinism and the tactics for fighting them
——The workers states and political revolution

% =-Imperialism, Permanent Revolution and the tactics and

strategy in semi -colonial countries
~-Principles of the work of Trotskyists in the unions,
_reformist parties and the movements of the oppressed.

13) We reject the notion of a workers government as a necessary
~stage or sirategic -goal for revolutionaries , exeept in the fo

. ) . 5 i < o o ~ I"m
.0f thg dictatorship of the proletariat. This’does got-*mply how-
—dver that we should not raise the slogan of a workers government

" at spec¢ific points in the class struggle as tactical p-
Bk ate. . : gg actically approp

‘?he new WSL was founded on arevisionist a nd centrist dis-
Ttortﬂon.of the workers government slogan. The position contained



was based on the articles produced in

infthe fusion document
Wworkers action on the slogan. These were themsclves a right-

=18t revision of the old 'ICL's use of the slogan in LT et
~-festo 'The Strug:le for ocWorke P ) 5 g 8 Manle,
pouth Sl AorLers Fower', The fusion document
showed that the old WSL leaders had abe 2l s v e .
X S  +8aders had abandoned the position oh tha
warkurs government outlined in the Soeialist Press polemdc <2
%%i“ngt;tie Woerrs Action articles. "It declared: e
givg tiggmgggé§%§ngcgé{g:mg%eghgeCﬁswons‘po control MPs and to
-y ol vot ! shall be "Prime MInister +f
Labour pas 4 majority to the CLPs ind'TUé“could’open the way to
A new kind of Labour governmént--ga workers government, . instead of.
the:govgrnmant of the trads unicn party which merely admin< sters
cap*td}ﬁsm dceording to capitaliam's-own laws, a Labour governm:nt
pobﬁntwglly dccountable to ssctions of the organised working
class. The extent of that accountability would depend on the.
extent of* ndependant class mobs 1%sation and orignisation! . .
by (ruson platform)
: [his formulatfon of the workers government -- the old ICL's .
formulation, accepted ilock stock and barrel oy the old WSL
leaders-- sums up the organisations wrong attitude to social demo-
~craq¥,“dsspite the deliberately ambigious ammendments.from the.
old 43L leadership.. Social Democracy, mildly democratised, becomes
the form-of werkers government that we have been reduced t4
propagandising for. The electoral college and the reselection prac
-85 _are:put -forward as the means of making a government -potent-
-1ally accountable. and the outcome we fight for is to be a left
Labour gnvernuent accountable to CLPs who, hopefilly, will .be
crowded out with workers. Goné are the guidslines of the reve- ]
-lutinnary Comi ntern for th: workers governments that Communists
fight for. Gone are the key organs of struggle thit we call
for a-worksrs government to be resposible to--workers councils/
soviets and workers milttiad. These ‘orgins ars .calléd for. separ-
=ately from:our.call for a Workers ‘government, not’ as the iadis-
-pensible bedrock organisation of any real workers government.
The tasks allotted to this governm:nt by SO are vague and gen:ral,
It will be 'anti-cap' talist'. It will, to an extent, .dismantle
the power of the bourgeoisie, etc, ‘ete;. Compare this vagueness
with the Comintern s proscription for the what the immedfate
tasks of a workers government would be: e P
'~ .'.The most clementary tasks of a workers governemt 'must be
tn arm.the proletariat, disarm the bourgeois cdunter-revolutzonary
organistions, bring in contrnl over production, shift the main
hurden of taxation on te the propertied classes and braak the
resistance of the counter-revolutionary bourgenisie.’ 3
'Such a workers goveérnment is possible only if it is ?orn_o
out of shevativsgle of the masses and is suppnrted by cgmb§t1§e
workers organ‘sations formed by the most nppressgd sections o
workers at grass roots level'. s

.~ - In posing the workers government (read,_left»Labbgr Government
accountable to the Labour Party) as an inevitable stage, we hgvg .
robbed it of 1ts tactical value as a slogan and‘builF it as a.s rf
tegic goal into our own progrdmi?e. Th's error has pdvgdtgge ?dﬁt
for further liquidation. Given the recent victnries ol % % %he
a Labour_gcvernment alected in the immediate quure WGgld-ﬁot eof
workers government hoped for and called for hy SO. .Thﬂi;c.angiut
perspective has not led us to question our use qf-thi % Og?niabour
t o drop even that slogan in favour, swmply,_o§ ? cal for a éciqely
government pledged to Labour confe?enye polwc1§a. !Thﬂsvts pr ey
what we have uargued for in the Sncialists for a Labour 1ctnr§ o
paign (SLV). We have addressed demands to a future goverrmen gn‘
the pasis of workers needs, but on the hasis of what ?he ?P coF er-
ence has decided!s0's liquidation ii now comgleteuas lEHV1§§kgTE28g%S’
4mit this..campaign to Labour policies and assurés the f:
Eﬁa%lgﬁgigbézfgigggéggrggramme is‘socialjst and. the adequate basig of
a campaign againsy the Tories. In an article in 50 122 the type o
electoral campaign advanced was limited to pﬂra”1n§ CND? PrOd;01E%L
leaflets and the launch of an anti-Tory crusade mo:el;ed on the .
There was no mention of the need tc mobilise the working class..
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naitional Prorramme, amd -
hod and prosrammatic content of the Transitional Pro-r y 2N

: i ¢ tru~rcie, as & ;
i1 ropramme in Today's Cless S , as
e Tr§ﬂ31t10n31 s further‘blaboration.'We re ject the

Aemamis .

1. We support the met o
see the TILC documemis ' : e
mistoric pain Ffor the TILG, tut see it iz i222:§1§; the i i st
i bri . this .prorramme eded n Aer 2
i etk R ] : i sitional Aemands. For
: : i y,stitute For transili \ s
We Ao not see Aemocratic demands as i ;igity' (a utvﬂian.r@fdrmist ;11ushon under -
l ' ] L 8 ) & wi 4 !
: police accounta L tor i '
example, the call for '7 . ount By e i ik
cwygfalism) shoulAd never be substltute& for workers defence 3quafe. . L
o N ’ i ‘a brid rom ; ic 88 O -
Qur nprosramme is constructeﬂzprécisely as a bridre from.toﬂay 8 consilousgea i
cl b; to the consciousness needed for socialist revolution. Ve do not neeq
as 1 > 0TL C v | |

to a bridre.
1 5. What must be done
a) The Carolen leadershir must be removed. It has shown

by:

that it is not £it to lead-

1) social pacifism on the Malvinas war’ _ : - 3 e
il) rﬁm?aﬁi revisionism on fundamental issues = permanent revolution, Imperialis
i :
i Irelamd, Workers fovernment : ‘ ;
iii) its disloyalty to the membership — viz the attempted exp@lSlop of“oppos—
itionists. : ‘ : 5 : . )
Jdv) its coneiliation and liquidation into Benmism and left reformlsm 1in

& L, of

ceneral . _ T 2
v) its hostility to buildin~ an international tendency = ViZz its attitude
“to TILC' : S :
h) For‘a major turm towards work in the trade unions, workplaces and amonpst.the
unemployed as outlined. in. point e s

¢) For fraction work in the ..nraprthe-basis for a firkt to build a tendency aroumd
our revolutionary politicsi For a firht acainst the witch-hunt to the emd. No
recistrations No expulsions. No AisbapdAment of CLPs. For the recornition of all
Aemocraticallyselected candidates: We will work in the 'MF in 2 ler~al fashion where
possible'ﬁut may have to do 111eral work in a period of witch-hunt. Ve will not
compromise on our polities g

crms i)

fi

d) For a rerular party paper and a quarterly'theoretical journal as orrans of
procrammatic clarification and as the means to firlt for our politics im the

workine class. For other bulletins/papers (MP, youth etc) to be rroduced if
lo~istically possible. For a monthly bulletin for MF work.

The paper should raise the Transitional Proerramme and firht for a British section
of a reconstructgﬂ FI. J : i

16 Addendum on the politics of the Carolan leadership
a) Their metho& is an eclectic mish-mash of common liberalism ami bowhlerised 3marxism“
ge.r. the analysis of Stalinism, 'Socialism and Demucrady' articles, self-determ-
ination as an a-historical caterory)

®) They do not areue from clearly defined theoretieal premises, but bury their
arsuments inh amorphous, ramblin-~, and often incoherent, lom~ einded %}écts; they
specialise in ambiecuity, ambivalence and cynival duplicity; everythine is left
open to differine interpretations (like the small print of a rather Aubiocus
commercial contract). ' '

¢) Revolutionary activity and practice is divorced from theoretical ccnsiderations.”;l
Theory .is used- to 'Jjustify' activity which is actually based on pranmaticai, rule
of thumb ecriteria. They cahn@t (or do not want to) see that only marxist*theor&
canimpart revolutiomary directiom to practice. Hence their emphasis on ‘practice’
and the dismissive attitude to historical and theoretical references to

. : : the leracy o
of Marxism amd Trotskyism {"dormatism") : -

d@) They repeat arainst the consistent Trotskyists the arruments of the reformists
(ee on the_Malvinas) while borrowin~ from Trotskyism in order to whisper a few
diplcmatic 'eriticisms! which are shorn of practical conclusions, arainst tHe
reformists. TnFeneral they coo like Joves to the reformists, while reservine
their venom for Trotskyists.
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e) They Ao not state openly the conclusions and

substitute for tbls a p?licy of manoueverine~ angd diylomacy. They will ackmowledre in
the abstract their commitment to Marxism and Trotskyism as » formality, but seém to
fudee or.obscure the rractical conclusions by wormine in of their shabé; and shoAdd
orportunist manouevers by the back door (er W Pt

the attempt to endorse the MI' document
at the recent Conference, while bannine Aiscussion on the . Mj “earlier omjj‘ %

They formally declare for defence of the semi-colonies in the abstrsct arainst

imperialism only to abandon it in actual’ : s :
. . WAL OLL L é Fractice (Malvinss Foland, Af~
w1thout.ackmhwleioement : ¢ 0 s %? hanistan)

implications of their polities, But

f) Theyare not dndependent. of the rolitics . = OF, fhe réfbrmists but prostrate
themselves before them, and are ineclined to remain Aiplomatically silent om tieir -
opportunist crimes,and to cover up their actions before the workinr class (Benn's -
loyalty speech to the LP Confeerence)

p) They frequerntly cover up their diplomacy by accusine thuse who oprose such a poliey
of 'sectarianism', by which they mean not a tendency to self-iscaltion from the labbuf
movement , or passivity, but an active concern for defendine the objective interests.
of the workine class acainst the reformist sell outs

h) they occury a position between reformism and Trotskyism somewhat similar té-that = ...
which a petty-bourreois occupies between a capitalist amd a worker: they kow~-tow hefore
the first and have contempt for the second. '

i) on the international plane, they distimruish themselves by the Amcrlocentric policy
of 'Socialism in One Reformist Farty'. They are oblired to renounce (or ‘hide) their
commitment to the buildine of an international rarty as a result of this,

3) They readily aeree to united frontd, but empty it of its revolutionary content by .
diplomatic, manouverine~ opportunism, and by transformin~ a tactical method into ..
a supreme principle of strate-~y (er entryism)

k) They resort to moralism to cover up their ideclorical emptyness, without bBasine their
morality on the premises of marxist doctrine but on liberalism instead (Afr~hanistan,
Malvinas)

1) The abovepoints characterise Carclam as a centrist.

15. Addendum on the politics of the old WSL leadership

For the old WSL to be able to fuse with the Matramna clique, there had to be‘somethinr '
'not quite richt' with their method and rolitiecs. It is important that we try and 1ﬂemm1£y
what it was so that, if we were unable to avoid the debacle that has occurreﬂ,.we?can, a
least, correct the error that led -to it. Yhat were the factors that led to fusion?

There was a crisis of perspective. The old WSL never brdkg ful;yfrgm Hea;yite concigizizs
of perty building. The break was partial. Of course the catastnophns?nonsemgi-Ezsects
averboard, but to what extent was a realistic balance sheet of Healy;sm iadiémplete
of Healyism were obviously Adealt with, but where was thelfully worked ou A'ust'its
assessment? To what extent did the WSL manare to assess its éeeﬂs to re-irgQSV_Itwas
sirhts and expectations accordine to the 2ew conﬁl?luz; jieiizzlagzbZi:Z- but.neither

] o0 avoid a retreat into armchair =1 4 ; |
zgiiguiiycgiiisiifgntthe olu SLL way, either, with the same expectaiigns of recruitment
etc. (there was 2 rejection of mass recruitment as advocated by Healy

To what extent was the .assessment of the possibilities of rrowth and }evelloftzzrzzgiis
i i i ftermath of the Thatcher election, in :
in the workine class a factor, in the a : & ek
i/ i ¢ 0 tack those who blamed the workine
the WSL?. It was obviously correct to attac : : vy .
ggfeats*in order to cover their own sell outs and betrayals. But whem mas§ une?gigymen
beran to hit the level of strur~le, and the'forward movemgntl of the Wo?klig ?t sl
became less forward and more retreat and defeat, was the WSL able.to adgy: %hz oy
same_time, the démocracy battle in the MP rrew sharper. To whai_ixte§t t; iz
i 3! i ) bout the possibilites in the !
- ship ret conned by the rlowins reports a ibilites i
i2228§rompthe pro=MF work win~ of the WSL? Wholesale entry 1is Justlfle@ only ﬁ?eih_s e
a mass left wine influx of workers occurs -inte the MP. There wAas no eV}&egce‘od ,* .
orrnow, desyite sounis of battle and fury. Vembership hss in foct -declined. There is
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There is a small turn over of members, a trickle of workers and many more petty bourseois
elements joinines at present, which would Jjustify a fraction of our resources and memers w
workine there, but certainly not wholesale entry.

The fusion with the ICL and the debacle since has revealed a number Of aspects of the
Smith/Jones/Cunliffe lead rship's politics which indicate a Aereneration:

a) The failure to implement the timetable of Aiscussion and resolution of Aifferences
which was arreed at fusion

b) The fact that the fusion document could be so ambiruous and open to interpretation
(as has been demonstrated since). For example, the workers rovernment section,
drafted by Carolan and amendedby the WSL leadershir to include what they wanted but
without challengine what, as has become clear since, was a reformist conception

¢) the handin~ over de facto contrcl of the apparatus of the Farty to Carolan - press,
s
Y opull timers, control of IBs etc.

d) The failure to firht Carolan on his politics as a whole (ie revisionism) and the
pretence of a firht over this or that aspectj while - recently Aenyines Carolan's
revisionism.

e) The fudsed resolution on the Malvinas presented to Conference
f) The closin~ down of the Tendency without consultation after the special conference
¢) The acquiescence to Carolan's refusal to publish the chanre of line in SO

k) The refusal to rursue the revisionist arruments that emer~ed Aurin~ the Malvinas
debate and refusal to draw the conclusions about Carolan's reneral moltical method -
specifically with rerard to imperialism, Ireland, Palestine etc.

i) The complieity involved in blaming thg.TILC sections fo~ the walk-out at the summer
school, after roine alonr with thetot %O%hat it should be a wSL school without
informine the TILC sections » and arreeinr to the limitation of the TILC speakers
to positive statements without the rirht to polemicise.

J) the renerine on the memorandum Adrawn up by Cde. L. in September to alter the voting
back to the status quo, and on the arreement to vote for some form of Aemocratic
centralism.
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Dissentin~ om (a) Fi, lines 33-34 'It is Wrons... one'
(b) TILC positiom om Palestime (p5)
(c) Sectiom 12 first para. F5.TILC amd demo-
cratic centralism
() Sectiom Ve, Firat sentence, F9. Tile
document a historic rain.
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