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ch waEt to brLng Polnncl unaler the control of LmperlallaD under th

"OI,AND AND STALI}'ISM

In thls artlctre I wtEh to d, v€r the queattoa of tho rRltht of Eel-f-detyrtth regard. to the Eastern Etrsopean countri-ee and thelr relationsblp to tbe.
USSR. But in.o'rder to do thl.s, I wilJ' have to nake reiereace to iro other
queBtl,on6 of 6oBe d1epute.l.a the aoveraeat. fbe noet Lnportaat of the6e ie the
use bJr aoDe coBrade6 of the telB rrpot€Dtially progregal.verr wheu deecrlbitrB the
tratioDa}l€eal property r6l,aton6 in the SU antl E Eunop6. .This i.s sonething I
etrorgly dlbagree wlth aad which I thlnk affeeta the preseBt poeltion . '-
oa Poland. The other po.tnt, ,irhtch has oaly JuBt artrEe; iE the failure of sone
cdee to recogniae the tlangere from lnperialLsr! to tbe natlonajlleed property
re-l atl,o.tr6. Urlth 6or0e cdee thle goes further to tho actual aseerti-on that there
ie no euch dauger.
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Tha r18bt of eolf-deternrinatioa

Thle was put forward on the NC aE orte of the }lStrs nso].idarltyrt dseaudE allal
accepted rith a s:al1 ua jorJ-ty. It hae elnce boen erpanded ln the EILC reBo1utlon
l.n two waye. Elrstly' wi.th the 6IoBa[ rrFor an IndepeDatert Socia].let Pclandr i
and eecondly, with a para5raph ln the tert explaln.ing that we flght for Pol!-eh
eelf-deteruiaatlon a6 lart of ou! pro,graEoe for a po]'it1.cal rovolutlon. TheEe
tno addtr tionB were iircluded ln the iILC reeolutto.tr wlth tho Bupport of the whole
IiISL delegatlon.

I thiDk that ae a Eo)-tdartty elogan, trPor Po,Iish eelf- determination[ J.s wrong.
I thlnk that the Elogan put foryrard by Trotskyl-sts should be '? For atr Itrdep€ndent
Sociallgt PoIaEa r. Thie etogan would al-Low ue to i.nrnedlately relate to the pro-
greeeive content of the hostllity to the Krentia bureaucracy. But l.t wouLd aLso
allo'r ue to. deve].o,p that hoetility in a transltionaL lray towardB the p6l-l,tLcs:l
revolution. At the e.erce tlme, through such a elogan, 'f,e would eaElly be able
to dt s tlngu1ah ourselvos fron the eoclaL delldcrab and reactionarl-es. In al.l
our proija8aada, we wouid explain that soclall-slo oeans the workin€ claee. ln
powor, and not soclal dellocracy. It vlould b€ lnpoeslbLe to direotly adaptr th€ r.

elogaa whlch Trotsky used in relatlon to the lrklain€ - rrFor aE Independent
Sov1et Ukraine rr - as thle woulcl be coDfuslDg,. But. we ahoul d try to capture a6
much of that nreaning as poesible,

L€t ua be c].oar fron tho begl,anlng that I an l.n favour of the Pollsa pcop]'e
havitrB the ri8ht to se}-f-determtuatlon. I an no uray la favour of tanks
the SU deciding ivhat takee plaoa iu Poland, un1e66 it is as a defeastve actioa
a8alnst a d1-rcct iriperle].iEt nl.].itary lntGrventio.n. But that ie a eaera].
orientattoa To sl mpLy turn that ortentatlon lnto a sloSaD caE croa rtaDt
pro, For, as a s1-o6an, lt 1s abstract and oper to nany differen

tatlons. It can connect up vrlth extremely raactlonary nationallst,Ple
whl.

t ilt€ri:
e,I.enente

e 8u18e of
rlindepetrdence?r,

Iasofar as the reLatlons of Poland to the Soviet Union are corrcerned, the calJ.
by eany of the aatloaalist eleltrents for |tLndcpe deDceti ie characterleed by a
etroag aatl-conmunieu. fo be uore preclae, lt.le characterleed . ao'L by oppo-
eitlon to the antL-working claps bureaucracy, but by oppoeltion to'the
natlonalised pro.perty relationer. Ehfs point nalnly app11e6 to emiSre elonentB,
tlt/ithl-n Po.land, although therc lE much confusod polltical thought, the general
I,o6l-tioE of the worklng c1a66 16 aot for a rotura to capitalieo. Thp dcEands
of wo!'ker6 i,n etruggle aEd Solidarity atatenents Ea(le that qulte clear. llh e
denauds of the ryorkeie are for poJ,lticoJ. tranafonoati on6 and econoulc ctlauees
which could only occur ctr the b:rsle of natlonatrieed property relatione,

t
I

I as not 6ugge6ting that other coDrades 6ay that f,,e are for tho rl.ght of se],f-
I I I I detefi,litratloa an,i ].e eve it at that . But 1f we do do tha.t, theu we ar€ suggeEtl"lg
llllthat Poland can bc ladepondent, caa puJ.l away fron tho StallrList canp, atrd
illl Boeehoy, devel-op slthc,ut beln6 ensnare d. l.n the leperla]-i6t ceJ0p. But ue.rlust
li llreneober that thia le the eaue PolanC whl-ch has a 27-b1111on dollar debt to the
\l I'
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$lest. In adclition, a vast suu j-s oweC to the USSR whose ind.ustry and economy
are apprOachlng a state of coll-apse - In reality, even if the USSR d1-d not
interiine, Polind coull never take some trdcnocritJ-ct' nath uncler capital-lsmr.
It has nof 6ot the eccnomic babis fcr that. Far fron being un,Jer the coatrol
of the pollsh people, Iet alone the Polsh worktng class, a capitaU-st Polaad
would be un<ler thc control of the i-nperi"alJ-st .banke. Far frou independencet
the bauks woul-d owrr Poland. Thcy r,vculrl pursue a path not of clemocracy, but of
proflteering and plunder, of retribution, And thby wctrJ.rl rlo this with their
tanks behind then, '

6
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The reality is that the only way that Poland can cl:veIcp, outelde of Stalinist
or 5-rnperialist control, is aiong the road of political- revolution based on
proLetarian internationaLisn - 1.e., combineC with the strugglc for susls-'.,"';'
ievolutio,n throughout E Europc and in the USSR, and. for a social revolutlon ln
the capitalist countrics. There is no other basis on which the Po1ish people
can deternrine their own future. This is the struggle for indepenrtent class
politice that the }t:,rxi.st novemont hae alwaye fou6ht for. It is necesGaryt
in our propagauda .rnC agit::ticn, to nakc c.Iear tho only real basis for lndep-
endence from inpc,rialisrr anC. a.tallnicu.

iherc are. many Polish workers wj-th nationalist ir.teas" They or o'ther nationallet
elesents nay Lay to us that they have thc ri6ht to detcrmine their own future-
They may pul foiward the slogan of sclf-deternination. tIIe'lo not say that we

clieagrel'gittr thera or that we aro opposecl to their struggle, But we do 6ay ths.t
a genuine rsel,f-cl.eterninaticn can on]-y be achj-evcd in a rcvolutionary way on
a Eocialist politicaL and econo$lc basis. So we neerf a slogan which Can take
up the rt6ht- to self-cie termi nation ancl poiat thc rvay forwitrd in rlevelgplng the ,

piog"e"sive hostility to the Krenlin buieaucracy, IlIe nee{_ a slo6au whlch can
i"f.. r,rp existing nationalist sentfutent and consciousness but develop lt
politi-ially ir. i traneitional way towards the polit5-cal revolution. fhe
slogan rrFoi an Inrlepencl.ent Socialist Pol.andtr servee thesc taske. And it is
ther.efore the slogan which we ourselves shoulcl put forwand.

Soviet Uni-cn anC Na tional Oppreesio n Historica].lv

For the Bol-shevi-Lrs after thc revol,*tion, the question o'f national opprqesion
of the countries arounC then was not inventcd in an abstract way. It was posed
in a very real way in a sltuati-on where the Bolshevik governnent was -trying |!.,
exist urlth " "o,*"Lct 

approach to national ri5lhte at a tinie of war an.d:revofution'

Take for exa.nple the rrpyeli-ninary Draft Ihescs on the National anC Colon:Lal

QuestionrrwriitenbyLeninin192ofortheseconcCongrc.ssoft}r:Comintern.(fhuuu", Resotr-utionl anc Hanifeitoes of the First {o}t Congres,ses of the fhircl
International, pp-?5 - 81). Lenj-n talks of the nccrl for a c1o'ser union wj'th
the trworkinG people of thc varicus natlcns anC the Soviet Uniontt- Thcrefore,
rru-"re"L; ii the sis Z for a fecr.iT?lion lu " 

rrtraneitionar forn to the complcte
unityoftheworkin5peopleo]ffintnatic'I}S.tr:.''nr1hccitesasexaples
the ielatioas betwe6n- th; RSFSR end thc Soviet Republics of Hungaryr lllfa-ncl,
Latvia, Azerb:ilCjir.n anC the Ilkralne. I{e al-so cj-tes-the autonorxouB republics cf
the Balkans and f,arlars. why:l.oes he ar6ue for feclcration? Because this !s a

nuch looser f";"rnfifti"r.ti"i, *rre ls aiiecl at takin6 into account the thationarrt

feolings of thc-lecples of those countriesr aany of whon hatl ::ctur;Ily been

pnevl.ously opprcssed bY Russia.

But why d.oes he 4rgue for any relationship? tilcllr this is arguerl in Thesis 8

an6 1s quite straightforwarci. ft i" basec'l cn the inp.rssibj-lity of cleveloplng'
iire pro,eiuctive f:racs in ccuntriecr surroun4e.L by aL hcstile inperlalist world,
other thaa thrcugh this reraticnship. Such a reratioaship tryourrl bc both political
an ecoaoEic.

Thie attlturLe of Leninr s ccrres out quite clearly in his arti
l{ati-onalitJ.es Qucstion' (in t

cIe t0n the
. H""" he i.s talring
talin in theup the rol-e of Orjonikiclzc

niRt e
an t e
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trGeorgiatr affal'rtt. IIe evcn proposec that lt might be noceesary to trtake a step
backwards at our next Congress of Soviets, i.e. reterla the IISSR on]y for,
ulLitary and cll.ploreetic affal.p.:, anrt in all cthcr respects nestore fuII l-nd.ep-
onCence to the inctlviclual pooplee conntssariatsrr (p ].}7). IIe sayE'thts-ln orCer
to, cLefend the revolutionrs presigo wi"th thc ernerging antl-lmperllaist ntovetltonts
an$ 6ays that we must not be Eeon to havo any vesti-ge of ttthoso ir'rperlallst
s.t,f,lf,,urles - rt

Invaslo,n of Polanrl Io20

Thle is often cltocl by anti-Marrlsts as an exanple of rtneo-impertaliet elenontstt
in the Bo.lshevlk trarl.itton. In fact, it was 4efenslve countcr-attack, launcheC
c,n1y after the bour6e:ls Po1ish army had attaE6d''-Efe RSFSR. It had two aims:
firetly to stop any further nttack; scccnrlly to help the Pol-ish wcrkore seize
power. Ihe Bolshoulks eaw the maesive oppreeelon of the workors anC peasan,te :

of Poland at the hanils of a bcurgeolsie which wae belng aseietci!. in every poss:
ible way by the j.roperi-alists ( eipeclally ttrrough an:rs). They thought thet thie
waa an uneveri battle which the Pollsh workers coulcl aot wLn without outside he1p.
Eo the .Bolshevlks the Poltsh carrpalgn was neceeoary tc Ce fenrl.. thc revolution
agalnst inperiallen. It was alsc an lntsrnatj-cnaIlst act of proletarla.n sollC-
arity. It i-e scnetking; for which no Marrist has to apolo6iso. On the ccntraryt
$re eho'ulc'l be pro'ud cf it, antl soru), ,JnIy fo.r lts failuro in ite second goaL.
f C.o not want to cl,o:,'.I hore ulth the reasons for that fallure, But one thing
uaust be r:lacle cloar: it wae nct i.n any way a chauvinlst ca"npa16n. For example
Orrlcr 2L? Ln l,lay 1920 attacke.lany rnistreatment of prtsoners, dospite the fact
the Po1lsh Whlte Guar,l forces were t"oi .;t,:ing and ki11in6 Re:l Aruif ',ne.tr-!ier6.
OrCer 2j0 cloceci rlcwn the l"Iilltary Sc1ence jrurnal of the.Re-i Arny because of
a raelal.let renark in ;in article, Even when the Reil Arriry wae wlaning they still
talke :1 about the rtj.nvioI.abllity of ,PoIlr;h territoxlr?.

The reality of thrs Polieh ca.npaign was thj.e: the Polieb govcrnaent enslaveC
the people of Llthuanj.a anL't tho Ukraine, The BoLehcvik 6overnnent offerecl then
peace t,Jrms Thesc were reJccted anil ttr' Pclieh arny then lnvnl.ei1 Russtan
lenritory. The Rcr'l Army then fought back, ,irove the Pc1tsh bour5eoin arny back
to the oci6e of Wars,aw, ue"e clefeatocl anc'. was cl,riven back, the Riga Peace was. then
pa,Je, Thie treft the Polleh baur6eoisie 1n a worse posltlon than when they flret
invd.Cecl. they stLll controllec'!. Llthuaaia, but parts of the tJkralne hat', been i

freed. So far fron this belni; a 6reat c].efeat for the Recl Arny anc'i an eramlle
of lte ffluperi-eIlst itttituilcerr l-t vras a blow tc the real Lnpertrallet who wefe
ueing their etoo6;c PilcuCskL . Nonethelesse the iraperlalists stiLl enCeil up
enslaving the Liihuanian PeoPIe,

In thc case of Pclau.J, the Bolehovlks wore w-illing to usc a Cefensive invasion
in an effort to proiloie the Potish revoLutlcn. Yct tire whole wai throuSh, !h"y
,:tLcl nct In any way relinqulsh the 6cneral Mnrxist ccnnr.itment to thc right for
serf rieterr:rinntion. gut fhnt 6etrer;] positicn wat concretisecl' fhe sarne 'thiag
happene,d in thc casie cf the olher etatee within the B,SFRSB liorer t!9 Boleheriks
weii wi1linil to arlvance federalisnr. The slogatrs wcro ccnpletely different.
Br,rt cach sloga.n took account of na tlonallst fcelinSs and was base',1 on a 8eDeral
o.rlentatioa in support of naticnel self-r'-eterninatlon, If the elogans were
,Uff"""ot, the nci,iro,l undcrlyin6; thcm was.thc Baille. $he way the Bolshevlke
pioc"ea"cl'wag t6-ffi occounl of nationallet fee1i.n6e anc try to rlevelop then
ii-,rtotur*r, in the clrcur:nstancear wa6 the proiirossj've cllrection'

I have trieC to show, thoa, that rrsslf-rlcti:rminatlonrr vrns never a sluple
e1o5au o.r questlon. Of ccuis,el coudlticns chan5ed, fron one caec to the noxt.
Now-the Sovtet Unirrn hes J.e6enerate':r-, and eo the queetions tc*ay aro $if,ferent'
But I think that the method, cf taking full acccunt cf nationallst feeLings,
but trylng tc c'levelop them i-n a pro8rcceive weyrmuet be the "**".' ,
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Ilkraine: Trotskl,r e real positi-on

e,jc., S. sonetiues su;Liests that hi-s. posi-ti.on ariscs si-rap3-y anC rLirectly out
Cf .iro,isk)'t s writings. - ttfrl-r.t that cnly e cursxy re:.':lj.ng: ,'r I Trotsky shows
thi.s tc be false, ancl stuCy'ileraclishcs it.
In InDefenee of Marxlsu Trotsky calls for an niulepennent So-v.LgL llkralnerr atrd
ror@thewou1c.lsu5;3estthesanee1srei;.ar,.sBye1orussia.E1s
poslt1.o.n Just bcfore ancl during the war was the sernc. In an article written oa
Apr:tl 22, L919 he says ttA clear anC Ccfiuite slogan i.s necessirry that cor-
responds'tc thc new situaticn. In ny :pini-on there cetn b@ at the present .time
'bnly one such olo6anl a united, free a.ncl inCepenclent workersr anti peasants'
sovlet Ukraj-nett (lviitin8s" f958 -]9, p ]O4). Cil.cl ,9. now trj.es to say that
frots}t5r'srea1poffitintepenientIIlrrainetl'Hesaysthatthe
c'Lennaad inclucles ttsovietrr because of the particular ccn.l,iti'ons, especially the
ws.fo fn fect, Trotsky is not just dealin6 wlth the Ukranian question,because
of.the proxirri.ty CIr existence of the war. He specj.fically :r.ttacks thcse
trsoelallststt ancl rrconmunistsrr vrhc cnl-y t*ke up this questicn because it was

brou6ht t: the forefront of worlC attention beeausc of the approach bf war.

Several questions were involve,r- in the Ukrainj.an question. At that tir,ie the
Ukrai.ne was split; pe.rt contrcller', by the c,:piteJ-ists of PoIa.nC an'l, Ilun6ary,
and part in the Sovict Union, It i.s clear frcn Trctskyts slo5;an (stressing unity)
that it was aot cn-i-J referrin5 to the part cf thc llkraine in the SU. The artlcle
makeo thi.s even c1earer. So he is attalkin6 the treatsent which the capitallets
gi.ve to theoppresse.:l pecples: the way the capitrli.sts trar.iple on the- nat19!"1- 

-

"isfrt" of thi-Ukrainians, as rve1I "s there oppreseion g-t the hani1" gf the StaLinist
buieaucracy. ButI thlnk it ls clcar that he isprcsenting a slo6an basecl on the
property retotions insi,.1e thc Soviet Ulrraine. If Trctslty ievelopei:l his slo6an

-. in this way be.c,ruse of the threat of war thcn it vrrs beln5 base,:l on the ctanSer
'd ot the j-nvi.si.on of the Sovict Unicn. But i.f j-t was baseC just on,'that danger

' T:rotsky woulcl not hrve $tres$er'. ttililcpen:',en1tt

Trotgky m.akcs tir.j-e clo.ar when he says the followinrl ia relaticn tc Finnish
resistance to a So,viet attacir: 'rFinlanc'lrs rcsistance to the USSR rua6, wlth all'
its heroisnpo l.rcrc an act of in,.lepen.'lent naticnal'lcfence thsrr Ncrwayrs sub-
sequent rosistance to Gernany. The Helsinki Govt iteel f unf.erstocd thls when
1t chose to capJ-tu].ate to the USSR, rathcr th:rn transform Fi-nlanrl jinto a rd-litary
base for EnSliinr]. ancL Frqnce, Our whrr,Ieheertecl recognitian of the right of every
natLon to self ,lleterninition cl.oes not alter the fact that j.n the case cf the
pnesont war, this .riijht cloes not havc uuch ncre weight th.rn thistle<lown. Vfe nust
,ieternine tire b.:.sic iine of our poli.cy j.n accorclance with bnsj-c antl nct tenth-rate
factons.rr (I{anifesto of thc FI , 1g3g - 4Or p 198)

Ia relatlon to Elnlanil, where war sra6 the basic.fagt.-:r , tinCependencer couLc-].

n,rt rveigh &cre than thistl.eclown. But in relaticn to thc Ukraine, Trcbsky
laclud.es tinc',epenC.encer t,ecauce his posi"ticn is not basecl Just on the fact of
the war.

Trotsky ruacie c]e.lr his attitu,:1c to ffnationali.stsrt i-ir the L939 article. IIe wrote:
frNot the sli;htest conprcuise uith j.npcr:ia1j-sm, either fascist or ,:loraocratic*
No.t the ll6hiest eoncession to the Ukralni.an nationali-sts, cithcr clerical,
reacti-o'nary, or l-ibere-1-pacifiet! i{c -reOplers fr:nnts! The ccnplete in:1.cpsn61.nt.
of tlb prot6t*rian party as the vanguarit-of the toilers!?t (p l0)

frue, he rLeclarcs that this is a perscnal p'-rsiti.cn. He expresses the hope that
as'the internn"tioual rr.iecusei-cn openg up, the Ukraini-an rcsoluti-on woul-c'! be an
e.special-Iy inprtant part c.f it. Eut this wr-s.eerteinly Trotsky?s pcsiticn et
the time

(Crle..5. quotes frcn a latcr article rn lhe question of ind.ependcnce - tlndepen-
cl.ence cf {he Ukraine and. Scct,::rian }'Iu:i.i1eher.'.st " This arti-el<: be6ins wi-th an
attack a5ainst sectarians who hr.ve opposerl the sIo,1an of o-n inr',epenrlent Soviet
Ukraine ancl have espresae.r. cutri;;ht hcstility tc the ri6hts of the Ukrainj-an
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peop}e. Because he ia attackin8 Eoctarlans who ar6ue thnt tt-was rron6{ to
iuplort the larLopen.Sonce cf the lIkraino, Trotsky keepe roferntns. to tbe 6Logan
rrF6i..an in,q€peuC,int lJkrain6 rr. . Thie trs tr ehow h5.s cpposltion to thoee vho talts
tro accouDt oi the neticaatrlet ieeLl.ni:s of tho Ukralnl.ah rlaarieE.

In'the }.att6r part of the article, TrotEkY chanl;e a'the tar6et of, hie attackr
Than'he take e up thcoe uhc Lislt the ilet:ilnc'. to an lniepeDc'.ent c.emocrattrc lrkratae.
A8al-riEt the&r ho arsuoe that the comect EIcGaB XB 'tlAn ln ::epende[t Sov-te! Irkratbo rt.

'rThe petty bour.3e, is naticnaIlets conelCor col?rect the elo5;an ot a! trleponr'.dnt

Irkraitre . But thcy obiect to the ccrrelirtl,:n of thi"s slc6an with the pro lotarlan
revciuti)n. ['hey want an l'ai''bPen .l.ent Lemocratic UkrRlne r ' end no t a Sovle t lrkraLae . "

lp 5t) Either we betiere that frcteky plnces hfuteolf wltb tho Po tty bdtr6e( 1B

naticnal ists anil doe6 nrt want a Soviot lrklahe reIleEborltrS that th16 w':)u1d

moaB handltrb' over part of the IlklaLno to the capl.ta].l-st8. 0r re reco6!1Eo

tbat IlotEkY rccc641sos tbe real.itY t> fna tinnalist f,eeliDgs, aeeo ia thceo a

pro6roeelve cutent inBofar aG they arc bn6c ,"" ou nase hcBti-Ii'ty t, th€ Klem1in

buroaucracY t aud at the rlvancee a elogan whlch is ''iesigne,:'- to cled.oP

that hoetilttY a prcijre vo ection.

Troteky 'oever sqw the buree-ucracy co1-lapei ni; an.', dl6appearl.n6.

qui.Btion of tts destrueti:n cPen ' IIe alwe.Ye enw l.t bci:oi; brru6h

peitlcular way. Therefone, hc PereistentlY tric,l tc giv'e po11tl.c3il afirecti.cD to

aatl.bureaucr rtl.c ssntiuente anc'. fee s ls clear for exe[lpl o 1n tbo. caB€

of tbe Kirov aBsaeEinatlon ln 1934.
l-ii6s. Bht
Tloteky arilue6 that bs can unrlorstantl the

actlon of the a66again Nlkolaev, but that thu action can Dnl-Y beneflt countor-

revolutLon. Irso 1on5l as the Soviat bureaucracy has. n)t becn ! enoved bY the Pro'l"o-

tarlat a task l[hlch wiU cventually be ac conpli she rl it fu1 fi].6 a treceasaty
( I

Ee Dcver loft tbe
t dowEr ln e

, p 123)
functLoD in ecfe[ce'ef the workcrel 6tate. rt v{ri.tl

a svlileDco to'
u6t. a chanco EliP. Ircteky quotes nrti

the DeweY Cor:ni'esicnr 19]9
tr8 fcr his ir,rpri

It ls true that in
eonnent. Tn fact t

tho
c explnlne hiecasc cf Nif<o].aev r Tr,l

actl.oD
tEky lE
anC 1a

clo l.n.hi
This l.s not J

in no wLY ar6ui

In fa^ct,

So 'C,1.9.. ,5 .
'6 po'

a

t for

nt. C.'.c. S. niBroPro

h

Bo 4ch8 solldarLees wltil hlm, But he s forvlarput
alne

.1 his 4, p!rLetarla[

mr:thocl cf t:'kln1; forw'rra. the flfht aj t the ltufeaucracY.
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€:.'.c.'5.- bases his case on this Ciffcrenco in condttlons. tikevrise, lt i.s true
that a reectlonary Sovtet i.nvasj-cn of Poland J.e a *i.stinct possibllity. But
beneath these clifferences, there ere important simllarities. AncL theee si.mi-lar!.;,
ti-es shou,r d be as much part cf our analysisl a.tr"l the basis for our elogans, as the
the slppapsnl rillfferences. It ls here that I think there are much more than
dlfferences of asseesment j-n the pcsitj-ons which -crlc..::. and I put forward, I
bel,ieve that these are reflecte,l in c{ci fi.rs,argument that the natiouallseCproperty ftl:ti5ns, of the ricfom.crl ' workers states ^"" npotentially progres$iverf .So J:t ls neccssary to ileal with thj.s ter:rn anC its implicaiions. - 

:

I thlnk that the slo6an rrFor an ind.epe ndent soclaU-s+" Pelandtt fu1flls a druclaltask which the s1o6an put fcrward. by :;ci::e $:S.:. i6nores. Apart from recognis1ngand acldressiag; ltsb1f to the nati-:nril oppressi >n of the pole t also cllrectstowards the task of clefen rlin6 the nationaltserl prope,rty rela 6o LUs--po_Bqlbleations areto mahe an t which s."y
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V/e do noof an invagi.on. t neccl to look for elo6;ans which takedefuce ageinst eounter-revolutj-on. But vro nust put fcrward. aaanalysj.s, and bs.se our $1ojens on it, which j-s 3,.ware of the thrcat end waras anddlrects a6;ainst it.
Trotsky alr the tiue trlos tc shcw the cor,tracictcry nirturu cf the bureaucracy.The domlnant factor j-s its counter-revclution.nry *oioru ancl role:, but to6;etherwith this is thsfact that it is'nasei:l o"-iiru 13^i-o. oi-irru october revolutionin the fcrnr cf the nationeiise.-', p;;il";; relations. sc it 1s not the same asa caplts'list governinent, however great lhe atrocitiee, it perpetrates. rn the6'?re wav we see the .roroin"nt rote"oi iir"--ir"i;-;;i;;iii.rur" as cefencers ofthe capitallst^state r*iun-cri.r-"J-r;;"; thcr,'ili-j;-ii.azi Germany to co-opera-tlon wlth the fascists).-i"i tlicy are "tiir balecl o, lrr" trarre unii:nsr rrorkers-,organleations, so we ur}ulc derenl.-t th;r,"il;nst the crpltalist state.

Iil3i"H;;l"ii"ii,'':H[:H";::.;::ff":f;:":"}}:ff:o."
defeace of thei ussR ipizi--""rl says-trr*i--trrrs cerrr-ori-i""achieved thrcu6h thebourSeois iloyer.mentslor'that 9f the USSn, rrbut excfusivcfy throul;;h the educa_tion of the masseEi, through- :, i;"ti"or""iiliolr5h exptr ainin6; tp the warkers whatthey shouLd. cr.efenrl'an,t ;ha]t thoy shoui.r-ov"rtrr.coi,. irr-oirru" worde , Trotsky isar6ui'ng that the natlonalise'l piopu"iy 

-"Il,,tiorru 
"irorio. be ,refen6ec, and thatsuch a <lefonce is a rer.l phys:_La1- t:_sk ia'"ir,a. lh"-workini; c;!rse. IIe aleo m.ekes1t qut'te clear thet it is-oi" !osk, "" r*"rrutionists, to p,.,rrnt out to workersthe dan5ers to the nati-onaiiseo- p"op.rtv-rut*ttoo" *rri ic al;rtate for thelrdefence. fhe slogan iut rorwar,:l Ly 

",-.:*rrrn" coes ncne of-thesc things. fhe s1o_6an ttFor an lndcpcncteat socialist- Polancl.i' ,louu, rroisiry-Coes on (p19) to expr.einstatlficati'on of the meens-or proc',u"iio" 1n polanrr . rl-rEt of a1r he BayE thattransformaticn ln thls or that-arcn ts-not- the ncst irapcrtant thlng. Even wlthtransformation, the role of ilre Mosccw Ui"n,*""r"y, its politics rrtaken as awhcre' ccmpletery retain its.ree'etion.ury .t*"acter a.n,l. ienain the-)chlef cbstacreon the road to w'lrrf revorution., He lirorr--gous on to say that thls does notttarter the narticu]?r fitet that the statiiicaticn ot-proi,erty in the occupiedterritoriestE@ii'-.pioc"ess1veme,i'surell.(ri,enphasis)

Trotsky wtncls up the artlclc with a passase. which explaire a 6reat cieal,. lw6must not lose siSht for a sineie 
^oor"it qi"tuo ract iiiei-trr" q,estlon of over-throwlng the soutet burea".""iv-i;";;; uX subordinate to thc queslioa of,
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preservin.istatcpropertyinttreme.anE'ofprocuct1cn.intheUSSR;thatthe
f,uesti-on Jf preo"rvlnr; slatc property in the means of proCuction ln thc USSR

is subordlnai,e for ue to the queiticn of the worlC prclctaria.n revoluticn,tt

ll There, can be: no confuslon here. [he defence of the stnte prcperty ls a physigal
\\;-iiil "[-".ru"y 

poiot, not just a npotential t*pl.tt. Th.".Ioss bf the Srvict Unlon
ura6 n real bl6w- to lilperialiem a.ncl- a gain f cr the vrorkj.n,.-l c1aes. fhat ls a

reafity which has.nlready occumed. Ii'.rrc see the stato property.foJmg as .r

, central nain for the wori<lng class agalnst lmperlalisn, then central to the
lFffi=r-;-il the revorutlcniry-farty must ue ihe .lefcnce of tEffi.ns. Tha.t

ii;-;h, f.-*""fa .ar6uc that Troiuxv firesenterl. his positton as an indepenctent

i Soofui Ukraine, and not just an i-ndepenflent Ukraine.

In this sense, the dcfence of nationhlised, property relatlons cculd be compared
to the tra<le unions. These coulil be s:irld to be culy ttpotentiallyn useful to
the workin6'clase bee.ause, in the long run, if thc wonklni; class_cloesntt ta-ke
power, the-tr"eo ""iorr"*iif be sraaehed. th6lr usefulness cculct also be sald;
io be'potential bccause tod.ay thcy are usecl by the stato anC the rcforr.;ict
teaAerihlp a-Uinst workers. But even with aII of t ls, they havobem buiLt by
workers t-rdffi'trucGre. rn reality, they are a rerl material factcr in the
Cefence cf th6'trcrldn]-c1ass, a real weapon of resistance. Tfrat ie_why tl:--
rt.t" ccnstantl-y seeki to clestrcy thoi-r power, an'-'] therb ie why workers still
locs to then fcr defence, cven vrith all thc betrayals. Qur positicn.must be

io'point to every si-n61e-threat to the unirns, th-elhcr _these are stt1l onLy
clevilopin6, of virether thcy take the forn of .t fulI onslaught. An'l lt nust be

exactli tiie.eamc with any other 1;alns cf the-ruorkin,'i.class - of these the
Areaklt aro ,thc natlcnailse.r'! p_roperty rela.tions 1n thc vcrkcre I 

. 
states.

Tho fact is th:rt all 6aine of ttr;wcrt<tn,,;'c}.ass are unCer perm,anent thrent of
attack fpm thc capi.tilists. fhe working claes has thc power'to defend these
f:"i"", but only if-lt is leC and drrected to th:t dsfence, _on1y if lt ls
afert".l to all clan,-,:crs. l1he fact ls that, without the ilefence of partlal gainst
it will be j-npodsible to mcrie forwarc tc new 6eins.

That does not ncan th'rt I t.ake the pcsiticn of }I:rndel. Ho argues that becauee

of nationalleoci property relatlons, thc economy of the soviet utllcn is
therefore strongir irr*o- thai of th6 capitalist countries. He craims thet the
;;;[i;ij-"r"ie-itus t;r.ins thrcui;h thc developruent of thc racins cf productlon.
Trotsky only cver frdfA such a posltlon in the darly stages of the. revolution
ancl its de6eneratlon. If ttandei *o" rlght, th-e i:ureaucracy wouIcl be a now klsd
of c}ass, playlni,'a profliressive histOricai ro}e. But. this is not the ca6e'

iWhen iloked at frrn thc point of rriew of a rlsc in thc 1ivin1; st.^.nd$r.ds of the

liirixiic";i;";; ah;; the irationaltsccl property relatlons ean bc terned onlv
l;ffi;i"iii-pi"tircssive. fhey brini: .onll the potcntlal .for real massive matcr-

iili";;;;;ii" becruse of thg orqt4glqi which actsa'b e trriro :n their ''ovclopr:cnt'
and use fcr human neec - thc'bt"iinist bureaucracy. 0nce that br+kc 1s renoved

thrcu6;h the poiltlcal revoluti,,rn rvhich brinSe 'Lown,ther-buroaucils'cy, then tho
. potentlal alrear-1y contr,inc'l lvithin the natlonalise<l-prcpcrlY.relations will
5e freed But when j-t eones to talkin.; about'thc clcfence of those relations,
then to talk *rout thern as o"iy potu"ii"l1y proilresslvr.i can be completely:
pollti-ceuy disirientrtln3. geiairse that *.irects_ ar.'ra)'. from the taek cf ' j-denti'l
fylng threats t;-;ir";* ald'"ateriln.; the vrcrkinl, class to thcse thrcats

l And thereforc, when it m-ncs to the quostion cf naticne'f ri6hts,to 9.e1f-d'etcr-
l\mination, the question of 'JefenclinS propcrty relatio{rs can be marli;' completely

ll seconttary or li;aorcd And this is *ri, 1 stress, bccause of e ciifferent assess-

li;;;-;'l"I"t"- ancr tlrc immedie.cy cf tfc threat io t]rcse re1;rtions rt comes
, *ecause of a eiiio"ont un.riruiiir,ri",: ;i trr" natione.l:r;c I property rihti:ns'y'.
what thcy mcan, whcre the thrc:t to t lcrn ccmes frcm, and' why Trotskylste
Ccfenit tlrem, Cr in trotekyi" serL-l1s, make thc qucslion.of ovcrthrowin5 the
bureaucrncy subcrclinate to it"-l"r"tlon oi aui"rrcl-in; thc - nstlonalieei property
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relations (which ln turn i.s subor.clina"te tc thc tash cf dcvelopin3the wcrld
proJ-etarian revclution ) .

I belive that cdc S can rer.ch a positicn whieh leavcs out the question o,f
dcfence, not because cf an asscssmcnt cf cvents, tut because of an lncompct
politieal position on dcfence of thc Sovict Unlcn'anill thc Cefcrmecl workerst
sta-tes.

The comeqt slo{lan.

It i.s possible to argue that J-rnplicit J-n sclf-dcterrrrinati,:n fcr Polancl. is the
neecl- to defend the natlon.alised propertyvrealtions, This is because it is only
on the basis of such relebicns that there can be any posslbility of any level
:f self.deterraination fcr thc Polish pcoplc. But wc shoulri lock for slogans
whlch make what we mean as clear as possible And in this case, wc rnust look
for a slogan vihlch corresponds to evc.ots anC. the needs of thr; situation, Eivcs
pollticaI clircction to nationalist and anti bureaucratlc sentiments, ancl alerts
the workers to the process wc..1kcnin6 anC threatcninl: the;;ains crnbodies in the
nati,rnallsedproperty relrtions. I woulC tiierefore ar;-:ue that the correct sIo-
6an is trFor an indepenrJent socj-,rList Po1an.ltt. Anrl. in propnsanrlisJ-ni; and a5j-ta.
ti.n6 around this s1o6an, we should spel l out that we are talkin.'; on the basis
of Til.orkerst Councils anC defence of thc natj-i:nalised property relations.

This demancl eontaino the ri;ht to self-rl.cterminn.ti-on within a positive direc-
tion" And it cliffcrentiatcs us froi:: rcactionary natlon:.Iists, particularly
th.c violently anti- ccinmunist eino6res. AnC it avoiils the tulc n:rjor nrisconcep-
tlons which dcninate cdc Srs positions. I have already dlscusscd. the fi-rst
of these - that thc nationalieed propcrty rel.rtions arc only potentially pro-
,r3ressive. AnC I have outlined the seconcl - that thc n:tj-:naliseC property re-
lations are not ln dan;cr from iinncrialisn. From thrs l-ast point, ciie S seens
to d.ravr the conclusj.cn that iIl Cevelopments ln E Europe must be pro6ressive;
or at the rvoi'st, the sj.tuatj-cn will roriain thc sa.me

I think thls j-s $ron6. Iraperialisn has suffcred e scries of defcats a.n<l is
weakened. But j-t is still the ir.ominant system worlcl-wicle. ft is bssecl cn thc
ru1in5 class of a class system. It is therefore rncrc strble and consistent
than the bureaucrecy. In crj-si.s, i.rupcria.lism j-s nlrriays d.riven ai;ainst the
workerst states. Thi-s doed not just takc a rnilit,:rry forn. f woul1 stress that
I am not ar6uing thnt invaeio:i l,y the imperiallsts is around the corner. But
Canger does not just come throul:jr. invnsion. ft shoulil be clcar that the ca.pi-
talists are not ind.cbteC to the-Sovj-ct Union; the whole of the Eastern bloc.
is motga.;ecl to ca.pi-ta1isiu. The debts arc just oneof the mcthods through tplth
imperi.s.llsm pcrmcntcs the deforemcd and C.ci;eneratecl. vr-orli,rr.,r states. They'are
Just one part of thc whole process of v,'e,:-keni-ni; thc,-:elns of thc October revo-
lution. The cconomic crisis in Pcland is causltl: cxtr:1' etrain on the weak
Soviet economy and is allowini; thc ir:perialists a stronger ancl stroniter
foothold ln a c'leformerL viorkerst statc,

In fact, we arc not c1eelin. wJ-th two super-povlcrs. !',tre arc Ce:ili-n;3 rrith econo-'
.r:rJ-ca11y a6;1;ressive impcrialism anil. the j-nrlebted cLcformeC- workerst states.
They are no! equ:Is in a static equetion. To think that ls like equatin6 the
tracic unl,on burequcracy witir thc cn;oJ-ta1-J-st borsses,

The property ru1:.tious end tir. >t*linist bure,:ucr-'i.cy 1r'e inh.rcntly unstablc
llls-iruet realise the dan;ers pc6ed whcn the j-nstsbiiity:f the bureaucracy
ircurs each day, hut the workerst novoment is politic;11y unprepsrccl to move
forward and rcsclve the crisi-s throu6h lts own seizure cf i:cvrer, In sdch a

r,si-tuati.on of inst.rbili-ty, especially wheu the vrorkerst movcment has been rlriven
:b.rsk by the burer.ucracy, even if tenporlrlly, the Coof i"s always open for
itne imperialists to ccnient thcir footfrolci into thc situaticn. It is our tnsk
ito recoijnise, $,'3.rn allainst ancl fi6ht alai-nst such Ci;.n,lcis



Fiaally, I waat to deaLwith oue other questlgn. . llhls i.s- whether therc exlsts
a Poltreh .bure.aucracy, or whether it ls rJust si.uptrXl an extension o,f the Sovlet
bureaucracy, 'This lrould aff fect whether thelstrul:i{:1.e J.s cntlrel;r a 'national
stru5gJ.e a6atnst the oppreselon by the Sovlet Unlonl or,urhether i.t is also aa
lnt..rnai poll-tical revoluticn, :

It,al-so affects our'arEiunents agnJnrit reactlonqry elenrents in Polish natioEalism.
Thcy present Foland a6-one a.+tiJn, whbreas, t wd.ula, Errijuo tlrat J.n resllty J.t i's ,'
clirrictecl between the messes leit by the"worklng.class aqC a Potrlsh'bureaueracy.

in r.956. at that
who was a
craey in The Sovtet Union pfeparcd a takeovor on Oct..18r,,tho day before
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