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Ar"{A , In 19\9 the old Trctskylst mcveneot crllapsed - through a
Icss of eadres snd alsc a pcllt1ctl eclllpse. Healy took the
Ieadershlp of the rennar.ts.

Ihe Healy tendency w3s eh1rlc+.erlsed by ft) slnce 19\4, a
ftght for a LP orientltlon, (b) pclltlcal primltlveness (a.9. ln
the eerly tl0s thelr theoretleal magazLne dlscussed natlonallsa-
tlon 1n an lnplleltly Fablan uay - this prlsltlveness led topclltlcal filmlcry, e.g. adaptatlcn tc the chauvlnlsm cf the Left
i.,n German rearsaraent), .(c) an authcrltar'*an internal reglne
derlved frcm the 19*Os factlcn flght. iieali; usei the authcrltar-
1an reglme to ccnsolldate a caJority L.rr the post-1949 organlsa-
tlon. By the Late !fos, at least. r-he rer16e hsd becope patho-
Iog1caL. Psychclogleal terrcr uas used to keep the r;:embers ln
I1ne. At each eonference a carrs.ie woulC be slrrgled out end de-

allures of the organ is? tlcn.
O IIeaIy had qulte : lct cf success thrcugh the
Iovshlp, a iocse )-eft grruplne L,lthln uhlch the
ad 1nf l-uence . thcn the Soclallst Felloushlp spllt
e fioreaa wsr. In 195C-rV the Healy Brcup vas st1].1
tlsl thot talnteC by ar)rptatlcn to StaIlnlsm.
helr paper *as prcscrlhe,l and rur'.lI 1957 they Just
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solri Trlbune. Thelr practlce vas certalni-y oppcrt'.mlstr btrt not
as bad as lt lro'{I,1 seeic row bccause they n:re }'.rklng 1n a rerl
&oveEent roun,i Trlbune. After 195? they recrulted a lct sf CPerl"
started the Newsletter an'l Lsbcur Rcvler', gabec a serlcus 1n-
plantatlcn 1n lnSustryr were able tc hold al ln.iustrlll conference
31 5oo 1n 1958.-What 

happened trext w?s esserrtL'rlly the resutt of the reglne.
After 1959 tLe Hea)-y eroup becane much less open. thren, after
the Scar6orcush ccnleiencir 1n 'J !6,0, there lras a shlft 1n thelr
attltuile tc the LP. Flrst they we16 euphcric about the Scarbor-
ough vlctory. then they scureC up as the lefts betrayed, and
;;EA-an-o"irierit" t". lrlentlfii'l by- canncn 3s ear:-y. is-mld-r51 .
Th6 ieebleness cf the cffielal Labour- Ieft ':nd thc sectarlsn turn

"i th" rcvoLutlcnary left r.rere tl^ro siCes of the slne coln 1n thls
oerlod.' In the earl-y r6os the Healy qrcup gainec 1rt numbers - espec-
lally raw youth whc Yere easll-t nanlpul-ateC, . s: the reglne
hardlned eien roore. It began tc eo'.lrir.rpose 1ts o'vln organlsttlon
to tte evolutlcn of the libour mcvencni: Serlcus industrlal uork
,r"s itf:-f done, but vas belng veakeneC !f,!t:. tuln to {"}!!'
The Labour teft was Just dencunce'i. In 196+ the HeaLy Srcup
orcvcked lts cvn "ri"I=l"., frcna the LP. Fy 1965-66 tBulltl the

";;;i;ai";;rv-pi"tv''vas 
a front page herdllae' The turn to '-

vouttr sver,tilaily iestrcyea t-he liraristrlal w:rk. Then the ciegen-
;;;;i"t-;;;;r;;;i";-: 

-ivil"nlat:." rvlns I aos tenti rnlsn lrr relatlcn
tc VSC. a M3olst l1rte 1n 196?' etc.-- 'Ih6 wsi-o.r" out, "r th; *ftP at an ultra-rlegenerate-s!-tgel--
uhen 1t vent llter.rlly nad 1n 197). And Thcrrlett Jclned the -sLLil-i9d i5"riri-;r,l,i.-i'tr=[""i-*a!'ln th" desenerate perlcd of the
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SLL.
It ls remarkable these ccmr:des cculd rr

SLLAJRP to such an extent. Perhaps 1t ls bec
SLL oeoole uere mcre Camagerl by the turn tc
tfre iS5bs tharr pecple ne'rly ccmlng lnto the- - In 197\ Iieaiy ieems to have gcne llteral' people slift. It- seems that Thcrnett had con
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an ex-SLLer uho h3'l tear:eri up w:th the aCI a-n,,i vas prcduelng a
duplleated tBulletlnr a1ne4 it thre WjiP neab,ers. The other elernettb
1n'tf," sprlt las thet fhornett vas tryinG to relaie the WRlls
polltlcs- tc the lndustrlal reallty qounrl hlm.

Then Thornett spllt from the bCI people-- pe1!an-s undel th€
pressure cf the SLt'polerl cs agalnst the OCI. Both Thcrnett and
ft" OCf people uanteil to go back to a-gclrler: age of--the. StL -
ior tne bcI'peop}e thls wis the rald-tlOs, for the WSLr-the roltl-
i5os. Now LIl'th; o1d-t60s the SLL $as be6onLng 0eh)-er1te but 1t
stlll feLt so&e need to relate tc the labour novement, and so
iriea io square the elrele wlth slog.aas Llke l4ake The Left MPs

figi,i. The'WSt plcks up thcse sarne 
*liees ' grlng 1n a different

d lrect 1on.
Ihe WSt erltlelsed the SLLAF.P for belng prcpagandLst andl

not uslng transltlonal demands. Eut the llel seems to tenrl to see
translttEnal <iemands as a way of -hreaklng c cwn ucrkerl r- psycho-
Loelcal reslstanee. Thev havL sI-L-lsh f .limul-as al'out r!the alter-
neElvJ-teaAe1"snlprr, but'they break these doun l"n thelr practlce
{o oufte ratlonai fcrns. Aciualty 1hey do not use transltlonal
a"rilOt mu-h except tc tag on thi: end- cf artleles. Also they use
;-;"tifor-Co*nctis of Aeflcn, nelnlng a cail for scvletsl artl-
f1c1aIl"y tagged cn to ilmited strrggles'- :f:n- WSt-f,ook ln a lot of perpie fton varlous scurces efter
fts spfft frrn the WRP, and nbvei,,seen,s to have reall"y homcgen-
iiea itself. There hav6 been twc Spartaelst factlcnsr_generatetl
bt-i.;ii;-;itcktng io tte F,I?pn6:-nclst slde of the WSt as ag:1nst
tLe- Prletleal rnrcrk of the WSL.- -- ltttrcugtr 1n practf e" tfre WSL often El'.'es a- ocre. ratlcna]'
rn;.-"pi6ir[""--t5- tb;ii't the revolutlcniry p1-rt{' tha'q the SLLts
orlgGaI bureaucratlc lnvocetlon, the aDoroacL dces lead to
iElirnfs*r rhe sterile-r"pJiiilii of 't<itit cut Healey-CaIlaghanr,
it" Itne cf maxlmurn ecnflict wlth the burelue,.acy, -a completely
uroog assessnent of the LP cver the last yearr shadJu-play
I exposure I po I l tlcs.- -So, ttrey are stlll funrianentally Healyites, therefore there
are a lot oi Afffteultles. But they- are a' serl6us crganlsrtlon,

"lp".tiiiV iiretr leactershlp, arC a fusion uaul6 be-hlghly-des1r-
abie. Theiefore ve flght tb'aehleve fuslon. 'de canrt avoldl some

."rii"s pt.1f"f"rrv-eEucatlonai Clscusslcn, but.ue t!9Yll alm tc
oinvirc.'the WSL c-cnra,les, nct to bash then, nct to spllt them -
to have an hcnest fuslcn.

lJe shoultl at so fi:t -at cur ovn state. lfe are ln f I'un1 p?-r!ly
uut nct-co*piei"iv ueeause of the 1.;1n" Lrn1ess $e rectlfy thls
1t could Jeopardlse fuslcn.

Tfme-iceie? f dcn I t, knov. Prlbably i n:''nths mlnlg]um'
FGaf fy: maybe some of the i{Slers- }'ho seem closestto us are

actuariy list sirtenGe op pclltlcally. We sho.rld take care not
to appea! as a soft oPtlon.

Ollver. f agree r*1th rs Seneral assessment' But f thhk he-is grone Ebcut our state - sni our lnfLusnce. We can llnk up wlth
tire *SGrs orlented to thelr practlcal ucrk, as agalnst the
pi:6pag""af.t-mlnded vho huve !;ne-to the Spirtaclsts' Some of
Ih;i;';;iiii"" """iti-'i"o.- ""i lrfluenc.. i{e should be. eonfldent.

does nbt ts[e aceJ,ult of the heterogenelty of-the WsL

or of our- clrn- fnffuence-ir. WSt people. Letis have unlty anal have
ite-n""ui=rry atseusstons wlthli oire organlsatlon. The.League nay
;;;.-;;;;i;oi or peipi"-pairns det'ts et6 but we are reratlverv
ii6i"e[""l""-- rioft-ai-tuE 'Spii;ts' laablllty to make any l,psct 01,
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us. one 3f the
Iet rrccurtlngtt

I1' the WSL
ve should se
meetlng - 1n

l-ess rns f r or,: ou:' prerlcus expe ri.e;ice i-s :
irag in.
dcnit ccne to us, they cculd break up. At
deadl-lne - take a deelslcn f:r fuslon at

ment lt before the i,lerch rllly.

ricnrt

Ieest
the Jolnt

s Ollver prlpose lle do cf,ncretel:!? And what lm-
e have of- thb rrJslers nost favourable to fuslon?Cffir&^ . what

presslon ri oe

ple
Cae

ollver. ttref are argulng l$s1de the WSL fcr ln:redlate fuslon.
1o miss tlls fus15n troulii be a selious derelLetlcn of revciutlcn-
ary duty.

Kelth. I agree ulth OllveAts sense-c.f urgenc)" but ycu must vote
f or the SC resol-u+-lon / I'lT0 169J. Ycu nay hsve mcre. or }ess
optlmlso about the speEd of thelesultsr but you must-support
tire prograome of acticn 1n the iesolutl5n. fne cnly alternetlve
woulh bE Ju.st tc declare a ccmmso org:nlsrtlcn and sort out all
the dtspu[ed questlcns r,rithln lt. But that j.s harrlly. pos-slble...

The'opennrlss of the WSL - tu sharp contr:st to the llealylte
tradltlcn'- Ls more inpressive thrn thelr polltlcal posltlcns as
sueh.

On Jur state, f a6ree vlth Cilver. We :5e qulte -homcgenecuspclltlcally, l{e ihoull alr to wln cver the lea.lershlp of the WSL.- But thA l,{SL does have scniie pecul-lrr pcsitions. E.g" they
lrslsted Sp:1n was faseist long after Fr:nccrs death..

Whettllng. f share Ollverts sense of urgenc/' I agree rrlth the lj(i
resclution, but Irn e;ncerneri ab:i.:t cur seenLn4 Iack of urgency
ln chlslxg up the WSL.

Itrs Irui the WsL have gcne 1n fcr llterary sectarlanlsm. ' But
ue should not 1nslst oa s""f 1ng clitre,g. aII tire detalls ol 1953t
before s fuslon. The actual ,lliferer,ees lre often not the Saae as
the formal oces. In BL ue have been abl-e to scrk r,rell together,
and 1f anythlng the i,lSlr s t.enie:rcy h' s been tc conservatlsm rather
than ultri-lefI1sm. Practieal ccai:eraticn vlII allov the illffer-
ences to be hammereri out, and that nust be u1th1n a fused organ-
ls at L cn.

Tney are sectarl-an, but that part'ry refleets a serlous attl-
tude to the ?retskylst tradltlcn.

We shoui,lnit pirt off fuslon because Jf ef,nceln about our onn
state. If ue dc n-ot br!:g off a fuslcn ',rlth the 1aSL, the fMG may'

011ver presente,i an anendment frr a qulcker fus1.:n, befcre the
March 21st ralIy.

h*rl0 : Ttre WSL left the WRP when the erazlness of the WRP was' ibrtously affeetlng 1-r:dustrlal !-3rk. Ever slnce then they have
had a selar:tlon b6tueen thelr l;:'ral pcsltlcns and thelr.cay -
to 

-aay p'rieire". fhere even seens tc b-e an intelnal rilvlslon of
Iaboui i,etveen the errcrarles on +-he paper ?.nri ;he ecmrades 1n the
tlade tullon vcrk. Ihe dlfflcr'll+.y 1s- th'rt they are helri- together
by a formal allellenee to the SLt tradltlonr uhlch applles
equally to the lndustrlal actlvlsts.' l{e'shoulil take s3&e care. We r*ere serlausiy set back 1n
s.."' i.p".ii -"i-5tir-loitiicri 

rievelcprnent by tire WP fuslon,/spl1t.
Antt ue have mcre tc lcse now.

IAU , We shoulci revlew the sltuatior after the Jolnt meetiltg'
l';t t rush 1t. We neeri tioe to ct;rsolidate the broari groups.
perfraps lt 'rrould bL a gocri 1rlea tc brlng the WSL lnto the broad
groupsr but cn balarce I thllk not.
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*'l!nl:;uTi,l!l,;:::'$ii il?iii: ; lii "i:?:.[litiki:il:#":it*l
:[::" :ri=l;itril'll',:l!";:!t. :tt]iil,f,$"lii;#*.Ii:: ":i*';ffi ;h;-vl3il son" oi them are tn rt'r<
not.

But the WSL has 511ss g3Bradss vhc vculil be very valuable to

a fusetl organlsatlon'
*'*s;n?:["ifl!'-ii]:iQiir].i,ritr! $ki"l,;l*:#:r'Hit"r:ie have been s lou

eentraIIY.
whettllng-savs t'e shoulrr loI "99Y1I3 e?::ig:: il"'3?3,tin

t":"t$i: ii[;: diih?i l3:*:i"li *i*ti "iti,iln 
tili::iar""'

unorlnclPled Pre c

on- 1953' 
lrrusurates ttre prcbLem:,II:"" are m:jor dlfferences:

e",,"iti""rii*;, ilEi,xi:fi_tii:fi::? 6i!:ii: fiBI'ilEE'l;", ."
fihat nakes fus lcr
H";;;n1rfil"#;:; ;,ii;i;[ni'?f,"?l';:::"'jli""'"' 1i:'*"
can be neatly aii?o"i olf i"'o ttre porrl'rca''i' errcrs' Thel

unltv as ver:' ss' t cii"Ia-r oiron i'"twtei^ii" 
-:naus trt'al' act1vlty

an.l the """tutr*'E;;i;;;;i;q;-tt'e^x"v 
io-ttiat unltv ts the

r:Hri:,'{li:"i,:l1l::' lr:l\:i.il-ii,:::-':::i,:" -: ::':'"
I; ""::" 

inl*;t r"'H; . 
H!: :i"!i:'?"ft ;;;;' i*ai r on"r ccnrrcnta-

tlonlsm'e.s,th;iii'I"Iiri-p""uot'"i"8*;"i;i;;-i';m'theLP'rhenr
shadlou-p lav,' t'I':'iiioi -oi--o"i * rt ot i"i-ii-" ""i i r "t through ilter-
try aeoitm"tl::il thelr tu,,lus:rJsr-ucrx -"o:stry-rcund^partlcurar
,r r spuie s. nrt* :::i,?x ;iir:;ilii;rlltliii' i:;i"IH:lHliil'"
::Eili'tl:"t3itini"u"l"eii to the e,"' Juv v'v" -:;;.' ,itt tt"
urong formur" o':'!J"ki"i-?ri" p?t"f-lr nlxla'dn ecn!rlcr
ru bure aucr" "v.,rii 

- [i" i l e : r' to, 
. 9f; ^:]::I "itiil""l'. li1 it'".1" t""'

i;."ili;;-io-irar,srete pclltles.-intr ';r'5 r"'- -^'ii -l fart"
so those e.n"."i' 

-' i6i"',i .'" - "1,{"v: ilt#e rlitliiit'i;ri1cts,""itJilii-t3-leneoae' p:11t*:li^ldeas 1r: orsarr'rrru'!v

iife t klctr out Callaqhan-ne?iev' ' .o rhlnk that Thcrnett ls scae

-"" 
" 
lt l:'""'?:i[:i'l;,;'E "H "!!:ti "x" 

u ;ffi;-'n"- th 
" ""v' rhe le ad 1 ng

vcrker alrltantl oi"irld"wsr' o"" "+ool[Ei-cciraa"s 
uho"take tl:c

theorv r.troo"]'-iini"i"'"tt t'rt.ii!ii' it'"orv serlouslv toc'
""- -oir..'"i' s :'oXl Ji- tt'i ilSr- pcs s ru t-v"lffiitfl*,IE 

"iilitt"n t""vlde of the oafk' TheY have heri e f
a-i; 

ail: ;" Tr :T;: oi:l' 3r =8,1", r," 
fffi 

-r*;ii-,,;3,}ii{,*it^i",
wsr,, i.- r ;ranil.t;3tt,-3l"ri.""til;I
take Place on t
i3^i"'i!i.t :i:t:,r:":r;l:li"*"*"n;";; [o-ue strone."no,eh.to _

provlde ilre ouJx[oil io'"-a fusea "t'"iii"iiro" 
whlch-ts a rot mcre

ire te rog e,.,' e cu'. ;l;";;'!ii': i!'1 19' t:# ::3':;::"3: "k" 
?9"!! " n's r on

"*"'tx3t*xi ::"i'i"i:,i,i"illi.ini"il";;;;;"oi o.'" o*n vork'
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(rtlir.tf. Wculrl fusicn dlsruf.t the t,:rk lte are dr1-ng now? Look at'the broa,i groups. We have perhaps 1O or 2O pecple l,li1o could be
recrul-r,ed stralght off - the rest are lrcse pecple. A fuser{ -

organls:tLo$ could he).p brlng ther ln. But would the fused cr'g-
anlsatlon then !g the I convergencer, or uculri the fused orgrlls-
atlon also have a perlphery organisatlon? If the latter, vculrl
lt be more llke the S++* thai S*?

WlLI the 1'/SL break up? llc. Brrt pecple may drop out. An<l lf
we dc nct fuse r^rlth the WSL, tnen lt 1s a riangerous competltor.

PolltlcaL dlfferences? We c:uld have prcvlslcn for a dlscuss-
lon perlod riurlng whlch tilsputed questlcns remrln open. fhe
really prabl€Eatle questlcn 1s the rrorkersr governmeotr but ve
r.rould rtln that.

We shculd step up the pressu:'e, but deadllnes doart mean much.
They should oot ccroe futc the broari grcups ur:tll the fuslon

1s agreeC.

atlon.
&ft|rrr. Ccorades seen to be trying te lgnore ltr but there 33g
bar'rlers to fuslon *tth the ldSL. They are open to us, but there
ars blg dlfferenees. I\rslcn !s- posslble, but r,re foust keep
our heads. fhe WF,/vIF fuslcnr ocsplte everythlng pcsltlvel clld set
us back a falr blt polltlcaliy.

?he l,lSL rlo take.thelr Ldeas serl)usl.y. T'ireyrl-I flght us
unless rJe can vln theo. We have tc get cbnron polltlcs cr ltrll
be a beargarCen.

If Ue-lonrt thlnk 1t through, !^'e eiulri ness 1'r, 11p. ?c 8et a
eommon p4per lre sould haYe tc haire strfre aqreerxent on-the workers
governaenl and hon to flght the bureaucrats. lJe should contlnue
Ilalogue, make rulnlng aisesscrents - maybe at some polnt make a
gamble. But we do need resources for the turn, an! we must nake
sure thatt s not dlsrupteC. We nlII have tc tjglf tc make sure
fuslon 1s not ccunterpcsed to the neeessary '*orkr rather than

cLseusslrn llke ve had lrlth the RMC
hlng !.ou1.1 be ? ccfiferenee cf the fused
t ;ray be risky.
rn before March 2'1 st ' have Thornett
ave both 3rgnnls-it13ns bulldlog the
l_ea.res everythlng open. We should not
thrt ue cruld ness up our oun organls-

presumLng lt lrt arlvanc
We should beware o

We shoulrl also ber';ale
not serlcus about o-,r.r

Apprcachlng the WS

1rtgs and they s ald
respeet that - dcnl

Irm very nuch i
solld fusl,cn, not J

*+ 'i
fil&ll propcse<i I eounter-asendcent to 0llverrs anendnent (see
- 
.nA--oi resolutlcn as In NTO t 69) ; Ollvet I s amenrlment r,ras then
wlthdralrn and fdu,t,[r s amen'lsent anri the a;,ended resolutlcn vere
fas sed r:lanlnous Iy.
Further declded: to send resoLutlon tc the WSL; tc propose
relaxatlon of dlsclpllne ln Jclnt neetlng so conraries can expl.ess
lndlvldusI opla1ons.

O}lver. I agree !r1th C€rljlrr : the dlsputed questlcns can be dealt
wlth.

He drn it want endless
and the Islto. fhe 'cest t

nct
lg
ust

organlsatlon - though tha
Letrs announ ce a fusi

speakl-ng at the rally - h
ra1ly. ?he SC res clutlon
hold back cn the grf,unds

e.
f general unlty ballyhoo embrac lng the- I'IG.
cf-glvlng the wSL xn lopresslcn that vetre
1C eas .
L lcc:Ily? irJe rrcpcsed Jclnt branch meet-
untll a Jclnt neetlng cf NCs. We should

l-ve then ihe ldea ve'ie trylng to spllt theri'
avour of fuslonr but $e must flght r'or a
rely on gocri vlll.

I



eurnu lT lN fEKPECilVE - t<ttr,eij
Bhe mi.autsa f'lom the I-
here eboulal nal,1 three

CL Natlonal Comrltts. (Deocmbe 1!90) reprintcd
divo!Blons.

1. It prov6s ttrat wa dld not go itrto the firsior as eharke tryingto ohew up the oId. WSL.
[?hey are stj.lt -funda$ente]\r Eealyltoa, the::efore thereare a 1ot of dj.ffioultios. But they are s sellouaolrganiBatlor, eapeoially their leaderphrp, aad a fuelonuould bc hlghly deairablo... we shoulal ai; to oonviaoethe !{SL oomrad€sr not to bae! them, not to spfit tlom-- to harre an honest fugionn (Caroliu).

2. rt proves that the polnts rc ars no* maklng about the old wsiL
T". Tot artificlel\r luvoksd for the gaks of tle frmeAfate faotiorfl8ht.

trfho $SL took ln a lot of people flom varl ouB souroeBafter itE split from tha !l-Rp,- and nev6! seeras to hav€real\r honogeni sed itself...; (Carotau).
3. It pro'res that oul oeitloisme of the rold t{SL right rhgrarountl Paraong are aleo not artiflolal.

nl,lalrbo aom6 of the WSLer s rdho os6m oloEest to uB aa6aotually juet softening up politioaf:y" (Carofan)I -

IIf PIR SPUCTI IIE

llhege latautee should aleo heJ,p put the who]e clcporlsDoe 1nperopeotive.

iihat wa tried in 1981 bad nevrr been d.one b€fore, oxospt posslblyin the Coonunigt partlos efter l{orld War i-a^lrd'tirc l}otsi(yist fuelonsafte! Iforld l{ar 2.
fn those oeEaa thdo waB a n6E er,d. lnEpirln8 political eituatloa;:rondorin€ nar6r o1d d.lfferenoee Lrrefevant f'Iirii" ,"" a tremend.ous

fll- :t new reeults, ena,rrping the otat Jrg;is*tfon"; and a otlorrglnternatlonal novement ptayea e wrtef ooaaifuoirrr. ,o:.e.
W6 weLo trying to fuEs tHo orga,:rieations of roughly equel elzewhioh hBd been in politioal o"rfti;;-;i;"iiry'* impticitly, for 15yeara - in a sitlration 6onerally u"fi"orrr"ti"" to the 1eft, and. Hherethe maJor intertlsttonal"taput wls r;;-;;;; ialiberately out toepllt us.
That re fa1lod 1s Btil1 tra8io. &tt it la trot a, oaus€ for alespair.

HOd IT HAPPE{ID

Some sort of ovorvion oa.n bo gai.ned by looking at the nhole histolyof leratlonB betueen trre ora frii;dir,"-iJiTri'. r o:rn dosorlbo lt1of oourse, onry tlom the r_clrl!,IF *"i".* .'-e/ 'r
When Snith, Jones and thelr oomrades rrerc throra onto tbe atreetaln th€ ldeologioel clcthGs-tfrey etooa ui i;;y'L*y H6aIy inDooomb€r 1974r wa were of_ co,,rie intereitua. -"So'r*u 

everyone eleeon the nould-be tbotahri et left: Smith n;; ;r;* the beet_lorom
HI Yiil"'li'H: til"H*t;; - 

i' ;;i'"ii, Iiu^ i"a u",, tr,.-Iiifirnn, 
"

. 1t ,th6 ideologtoal gulf aeerned. huge. In our v1€n the SLL had
;il";yrrT:l *:lg**i:::"or"t" o'r"',--tiiu-i"ii"a it rn leee; ;;

fto stook-lrFtrado waa oonstant preaohing of crigie and



oatastropho i sectariar blu8tar ( covering up ldeolo8loal Lnooherenoe
anQ lpstabtliiy, and often_ qulte opportrrntst prectioal pofitfos)i--
a$d utterly uneorupulous ultla-hostility toilards oth€r lef,t tendenolee.in tho ssrvice of whloh it would 1j.e quite fteely.

Yet. up to thc 6arly rJOs the SLL was not orrIy tho blggeet far_Ieftgroup". but also, in the poroeptlon of most nlllta.nts. thl-hotekrdst
.Exgc!. T,h6 r 0 and }irlitant Here sma.ll aod rolr*sy, ,ir"."-"tEffiiiE.
l[!e 5l{l/IS wae etplt6itly non-Tb dt st(yi et. Fo!. moei'mtlitanta,
I Tbotokyist I meant rSLLr.

I l'o! ii!', on6 of our main puxposas aud roasong for 6:i6tenoe rrao toohrilLgngo that eguation, and to show ln praotlo. that tt,ot 
'tcJri ", ,.1sonething utt€rly different from and oppLaeil to the SLL.

So what of the USL? r,{e uroto Ln rlnternatlol8l Communl6t, no.l!''iPhe ,Jsi' represent a r soraftb].edf vetslon of the Wnprspoli.tioe. ?hey have th€ ssme basioally relialous oonoeption..of politioei anc the aane rightlst tetra;m;The kbotu
Part,y, Irelandr. the EEC, tbe wom€nre guoetion, eto.
Howevor, tbey shor sign6 of rthlnkingi a,ncl should be
t"eated flexi bly and eensi-tively'r.

, ,. 9..t1" Pbr:" fT!y, we wore refarring to the 'rrsLr s uee of slo6anlrlks r ilal<e the Left lilps fightl, eto; on Ireland, to lts failule totake an u:oequivocal statd of soli,laxity wlth thi n€pub1ioa.nE agalnst3ritish i,rrperialiem. Stra.nge, j.n rriew of the reoont debates? $otroally. org.nisatlonal eeotarierism a,d roud. iieDuiloi&tions toBards the
Labour Party.-are not the san6 as ideologioal firmeos against
reformiom.

- In Mey 19?6 we propos€d a dobate ./, ith the WSL oltr rhe qusstloD ofthc fourth International. We Bot a very ourt relporae.
rrTho reasons for auch a dobatd wore not and'are .ng-t

apptirent... you have nothln6 tut the ooBt soathing te:.ms
to desaribe the WSL' asaerting thatr

. lth€ rtanti-Pabloite c..trentg ha,va added a,n €rt!6
element -of poisonous oonfuaion. They... oan offa! only, idoologloa,l 1€ft-orr€rs from the USFI ou:r.rent I a work,
togethor with an obscu.rantiam Hhioh 1. proporly thair
C1{Il . . . I

ft sesms oullous to go out of yout way to saek a
debato with another group whooe hi et or5l th6 I-CL d.eepises...n

(Letter from Cunliffo, Jufy 2? 19?d).
He also triad to get a dialogue on the womear s queBtion (Sholt

rrote a lotter to Socialist Preae, whlch nas putLished and replied to)r
3'rt by 1977, whon ws wrota th€ I-CL rhanlfesto, we oonolud.edi

ItThey showerl eigas of opsn-mindedness after th6i,
split with ths ilRP, but ar6 now rapi.d\r omgoallngr.

And our Fobruary 1978 oonference iiooument oa tThe I-CL and the
Rovolutionary L€ft I seid:

"Pol, itioally unBtabls aad. extlsmely p,rimltive r unable
or unwilling to deba.te thoir llne (at least wlth ue)p
and ropoltedly rEaoked by interna,l oonfliot, the WSI hag
nevertheleee galnod a certaln pleoenoe. Ite Gfi,t1
coufe:ronoeg have been 6laoeblor beaalrg witnosa to Bom6
energetlo atrlke aupport work... In short, it haB
establlehed itself es the phllietlne-oeotarlan



lenefioiary ftom the rebourd. flom the philiatint
opportwriet $,lP and IMO - the gFoup fo" thoss rho rant
a iharar orgafli Bat lon arrd alo ttot oarc too mroh Hh&t
politioe lt ie rhardr alrout.n

MiI, SPAR?ACIS? NAI}S

But then oame the two Sparteoidt reitls o! tho HSL. Ho tbouaht tbst
on the r6bound the 'rlSL mi.Bht onoe sgaln be opel to rethid(lng. l,,ral
ao it provsd.

In 1978 we hec a joint iuternal. bull€thr 3ut there. rae Ilttlc
cl1a1o6ue then. 'lh6 HSL wes stiil }ouitly clonounolrg o1a fiork ln the
Iabour Party (th* s*** lt desorlbgat as sa rgooiallgtt oalsp8igtr rhloh
rupports Callaghanh; the ft*i* as ne*cnd. boyr fo! 3ctia" ).

In iiay 198i)r we triea age,j.r, and got a rmoh more posltlrre
tnpression. An arnan&'nent camied at our AuguBt 19BO oonferenoe saldr

'r eapite thei? seotaf,ien bfas, th6 WSL hav€ a proletanLaft
orientatlon .urC soms xolklng olees bagc. lleo, they ee
rel3tiveLy olose to us, in oornperlaon to the rest of tho
left. F9r thas6 ,oesonar alrd bsoause of, the ,t{SLr s Bi.gn8
of rslativs opcn-mindeC.Irsss, w6 Bhould dleouss wltb thcn
in the spirlt of proposing and sc€klng untty. LY€n 1f
unity turns out to bq lmposeib).e, it ig ors duty to
oxplo:'e the poselbilltles as far as poBslbla Bnd to srin
ovr:r the best people ln the ISL to orrr ldoasrr.

llliB Pn F-iruslcl{ }iicussIcNs
Th€ 14 months of pre-fuelon d.ieouegiong bet?roou llay 1980 anil JuIy
1!Bl went pretty ,ael).. ?he leoamber '1980 I-CL NC (the mlnute E of whi ob
efe reprinted hare) passed a pro-fuaicn reEolutlo! $hioh Eeiitr

tr/,I6 feoosnissr hoH€v€r, that t
a) there a.rs aerious differenoes wtth thc I{SL on
numeroua qrreetlontt Genclal Striko, 'dork€rs I Cot,€rnn€stt t
Afghaalistanr eto.
b) Thero ars also serioua diff6reBo6s of rnethod (ettltutle
to rofo::miem, use of traasitlonal demandle, eto.)

The'd3t haa a oontradiotory oomblaatloD of Eonc gsod
un-seotarian induBtrlal work (eg 3L) ntth a geaeral polttloel
method (raf1eot6d in its pepe aad gotrsal slogane) of
literary denunoiations and seotarla,nlgm. Ehat g€treral
method. oould rapi. d.ly rrleol< the 6ort of boed labour
movement work we have reoently undortaLon. It has lngplred
sevoral ell}y naotari&1 attaoks ln thalr ftrsEs on SCLV ard
the RFI'IC.

Cvsr recent months thoy hav6 6mpiri6ally oorr6ot6d
themselv€s and dralrn nuoh oloser to ue. lhet ohift, plur
the proletarian orientatlon of the HSL, makea unlty
thinkabloo But for unity to be soltils the seotsliar
method wlIl hav€ to be oorrootoil (to e aerloue ext€trt )
coriooloualy and aot Juet erplrloal\fl.

This resolution, by the r*qy, should aleal rlth &nlthre &1Ieg&t!.oa
ll hig latost IB that:

'rr.. negotiatlone... rere meinly oharaotsfl,Eod. by tllplomaoy.
,ifferonoos carne out inesmuoh aa they !r€16 dragg€d outt.



O th3 oottrrrJn n .6t tbr ebow rcrolutlel porua tL llttLs
ratho orodli$r aa<t lruta1ly1 to th. SSLI .!al tbt dtllt.r of thr pe
fugd6 au8su.sloaar flhioh l.ar. Dloalrooal la lar3t qustltl.rr ooatlttr!
thrt our oplroaob xar @c of bmsrt anil rigtror Dclttta( <llloredor

Sor r[&t oorolu.lqlr Do.ttls€ ud aogetlnr I tlt4 n drrr ebortt tha ollt
lr8! f!fl tba ptnuici tllrqr:rtoac? LtV dld rr ldl to f6.... t hst
rorr1d hslrlrl rft t th. furl,oa?

H. aar tb. fo11fltlS Ssod fcrtla..3
1r Oprrraladcdnrltr !!hl qD.llrct! of thr SSlr - |.a 

'h'rP 
ooatnrt

to tbr Eralrlt. ts.dttto! - tircr lqr.r.!r. tbrrr t!t:!l Dolttlol'
ei"itr*ii-i"ol. (r.itl rt thr Dro.rbc t98o x-ol r0).

2. (lood prottoal t ck. i!h.!t bgrlr illbl.h focanlar ebort ltbr
eltrlrl.tirr. iredc.hlp', bil$.th€y tFcsk th.x dm la tbttryr'ct1oc
to qultr retlorl folasr r (Carofaa).

rD l-cL.ollanlr (,lun&v 25 198r) tfau.atl rlt tbc Jofnt locllnq
of xos tc. dcvrlsrd tbc fcrr tfat a'furloo ooulil Erlt' tb' b'rt of
tU afffer* rrpri'loorr aleA rpiroaob.. Adtl@.'t b, tq ttro ol6'alt-
ai;;;: lrtalllci t6 rorLerr litrurirnoat.... our Yorkelr SoirlnD'rt -
poUoi- ttroito. th. ,orttr.r- itcmtr of fin $!tlr r tro all.ooaost.d
?ornridi-Etl[ffiorlc a,6 6-,. natlolrl irutrq.L... g.o6al .lilplar
i"*ilr- nfsbtl|C&r r r tlc cbsulil bc able to oo 18o' tbtE th't ldt h'lE

;h; jsoif fre#{rk aldr.lqp.d W Flsbtba,ol,r tbc' ls rooo f,or tbdr
fnaritrtet antl outr ncL ee pert of e troaie pGrPestkco"

rsc asotd to herll louc Euootagn.

Lbat *rra tbo Pnoblorr?
1. nl[hcr aao b18 dlff,elcaocef, (0arolaal laceuls 1980 UC)' Ia.

partloulrl tb. futfoa .lEost teo&3 il'om et'tbr lrrt EtEt' o1,!r thr
ir.rtf- oi tbr ttro.d lfouD.r and tb. r Drctf Drlrcr '
' 2t tlc r.8! wmlcd ebout the faot thrt 'r,t!t ahto tbc o1'l TS
I€rdc! oa,E to eSrer rlth ulr a! tb€f 1as8'1y 

'Ud 
oo tbc.I;Pt tbr

;;i;", gowrarit, cto.l thiy asrru oDso\v. ar*lyrad th'I^Dc?vrour
;;;lir*.: elro1 ttiv dra nd iea to bc ttrbtllc thr utl-irrloa
ilcrmtr la tbr olil $tL vrry bo1d1y.

&rt $c dld not lcoogElt tb. firll slSllllo.ro' ol tlcac feotr et
thc tloc. To told ot r..I*" tbrt tt rcr icstuian to dcroend' aqc'o9t
olro"'tdlmrrtoe.aaatutfultba&aJo!.rDdobsblybrrbcrthorto
nanEl-o ttr iftt aifa ln 1a16 tb. olil tlSL.

3. Tbe lamheooc of tbo o1d HS[. t{8r1'd uto Elic !t''1 to be et:roa3

.o"r& io provttlc thr t ottot" fe e fuseil 68"!1'atloa ullob ts ' 10fi

norc hetcrogr,cor! .Dd. F;i;tdd;tu" tui rt"-t (l-ol)" (gn1ru)'

4o Soncthtag nbloh rorlcd c at tbc tl o'' - W Iro aot rure I

"ttr'opra:,y 
3dA ft - ,"" " L.Iltra that tbr otrd HSL rBs b6!ul !'uth'd

a;rarii ail I-.C[. W t f..11$ of d@atttrttoo s'l d'olla' sld
i"lt[rti i" "i*a 

* lts ori, ratbor ther !g ffi' Po$trvr aotlvcrr
fU,. r*ie Eaa tbrt appseat. polttloal agr'$'!t rorld uot !roY! uE
ro11&

I r1rb I hed tbolalt tbl. thrqrsh !i(E' et th' tla"

assEssrlm{lls

PMSPFCTTTES oF Fu3ror
gtt[r o! a rtrolo auebol of cuolal itsu'lt thr notiod of tryiag tc



d.rnlop i koad ov.rvlor 6 !trmtb.et. l.ithla.t.lioh tbr oo8oclBr and
.&@lcorr of thr oliL SSL oou:,d tr i.ntc5retcrl .aeral to vck.
_. -9l-?"""p-"ot1v! for thi firllm d.aDoilrd cn ooattn-uf.q5 thlr prooegs.
It iU.dar t rork. Hhgr aot?

l!h. F.-firrla illc€nr.ala had. lllu ahal,le6ad 8d,t!| s aad. Joacare
Dollti,oal octho(l of hevtag thureclrt! at a grc.alritatarlt rnokc 1G6d6\.
i[1p r rt165 6ot.d.s tho tilcologtor,], rr]tt.r fo a gcoocra of ooneengul
polltloro tlhc tagut floo th. I-oL la th. t1rrl6 ctkanaalo,c rac elnply
.llotbc .l.D.[t rbloh thcy had to tBt.gDetc l"ato thc poocra of pottttoal
evcragC.re-out. (ltur th. o96rr,{r,Dat Omio g}S51 CEL th. lsok ;f

. llgsout aoooratl'lra fe pert porltl@. o-ffioftfoaf battle agelart
..otdriaa clacatr lllc xcrow).

&it tbc fueotl o6ntrotlor lrd to tsLc oleer golltloal it6o1!1onB
otr iaaaUat. Ltsutt. ftl! a.oo6.lty rrs bourlrl to lrp..t tllags.
TEE FISSI PROEL&ls

[h€ flr.t lrobleuc aft.r t\ralolr ruor
' 1. loutc ooafl,lotr tn tbr roErE ooailrlo.

2. Polltloel dlff.*loar oru lrclaad. (tltf roretfae! ray6 that rchrd ior!.6, ooao.al.d our posi.ttour oa &rr.r"rd bqfuo tbe fudL. nrt rcregularly publtahrd, thoto porlttoos la our pcrrr; aad. 0arolan hadattcndc{ tbc o1d ll9t Irtlb ooE&1.61,ob bofori furioa ead algu.rd a6aln;trbrt bc 6a ar .ta I!!rb,.a.tloDa1r.!t t.nalrito0r tbG.. Ehr fdt tt lhrt ,.
?l{ tF olit t{Sl po.1t16a oa I!.1&rd er c:tionoly ftdttyt. ard thouEhttLi.s l.ru. vould bt oac fcn eduoa ,on retbcr tbei iof."io).'

3. ocncallreil disoontcat la aeotj. o|tr of ttl. old. f![,1 capcolal\r
-Hord. (8blr letmcd to erlre froa ths ?s.t thst oeny oti Usi,o; heitto algurcd, thrt tb oldrlgl olcraant rotrld, d.ond,neti fn ttr. furea egaa-
t retton, ead thst tha tFebloitc lced.orhtpr of tf,c I.{L yould bci ngbcilr. fh€y f.lt betlaycd. )

- l!h. elf s6 !6.otcit to thcrc FobIeE. la oo,avfurolag proof that
Salthr I p6t!.vd ol ut r. dootriaatra f8ott 6d. drlj fs fdre.
, .]. Tr srksd [ooao[, aa ao-ottt .t{SL woaan &! nobc, to htr:rvEnc1l tbe rotr arE ooml!t16.. Sbc lofured. (eppercat\r tr6a;c of th6 Drbrpcot of ooafllot botwro ho aod Todd); --

. 2. llr lcoporoil addirS ptggot to the 4l ( tUrre gfdas tt au old,-l{Sltr8Jslttyl nr allo gevc tb6 o0 an oldr*fg& maiqfty). fti p*po"i-L"J"
brlag thorc .6otioa6 vbo rrrc ilkoarientcd l- bt['e."o.Uy- *aqcolfloelly otr rrclanil - dlrsotly into a proo s of di,rougal@ on thcD0. Ilal th rad iotr t felt bound to- rrcF.cs.;tr thc ateoofitont on theI!l!h qu..tlor, but roc^ rclf..oonfuiil\r.laorpablc of agulD8 it; soaothta3 oould bc rohnil ty d.lrEua.tco oiy rfii tlra .

!hlr. propoaal rea ,vrto6dr.. b1r the Eold lrcr ood,tto.
- 3. hoporlag al rrttadcd,, c1n dlesrutlon a lrcland. fbere w6re aaunbo of, ncctlagr, Alt thoa r&s Bo d,ialogtr. t[asiy olaLt{St, oorrades

f!._a9l .rtr.mly "f""rg, about bcln6 r ooiquerrdr- i4ootoei*iiy ty-tDe I{L. But Jh.y dlitnit hw hor. to d.et iftU tt" *s,r,rta;:-"s.;"got rerlron!.r llk Joa.. I r at thc @obc l9g1 !I0r ,rGeiolra 
"iarrd, 

tooolorc to the pooblru. Sboul,it roc it ta thc iontirt of ifc *oiia ,trrresf.agaiaot l'psiBl,1.o... should trot foo', or drogcr of orvll rar but oi-fl3ht agalnst tnpcrlrOtm*. !
llewr ninal th6 ooq}l€rltle B of . lrleh :rcdlt r ]ooic at tha worltlrtruStlG r€al,rrt 1ry6!1a1tsB ln.t.ad.l



Our aln wa6 to try to tirin€ about a p1.oceB6 of ldeologloal lntogretio!
by oonvlnoln6 people, aad Ln the first piaoe thc er-old-t{Sl, I'oad.crhlp.
Ui laer thlo was & vely dellcate buehoEr! arty full-soelo polltloal oleeb
oould rapi0y b6os$e a, olaBh of tro 'rery diff.lort poltttoal gglfg,t
aod, soon rrs *ould not svan be a?eaklt\g the saolc len€u486 o

're ners ultra-oonolllat oay otr nlnor matt6r,r a'ad xo tri6d to
tlewlop I qyrtheasar to owtoome th€ Alffaronocg oa tha 86nse1 stllkc

""i-"i'tuJgc-(*rtl "*" 
pa*tlal Buoo66Br 1l both oaaes).

POI;NN AIII} fP.D FAIJ(I,ANffi

But tbe one thlrls L. ooulal not do - ur16EE Ir i'G!e to ehan'lon out mo6lt

bielo euty es a;rJ.sts --r"" to oorprool ce oa aharp I lm oiliatc poHttoal
qucstiont.

[huEtbeoonfllotsonPolarrd'ar1contheFalklas.iErrrhlohhavobro
deeclbca olccrbcc.

fvo aepeote of the Sal}laaitr Ci gputG m6rlt oolgnet h6€'

I . It reveal's tbe uttot fupoelsy of tho SEli'th group r o preega! 
-

agltaiion. about alolocraoy. tile,y rentid t o ovsthror e llne 
'leol'lcd 

blr
,!iI6'-;J by an ertended itattoait oomittcr tbrough a simprc $ Ttt -

"oa 
* aooia"ntal E0 daJority at tbetl due to people b€in8 aboent '
2. [ore impeiant I ll ras - 1n hlnd'alght - a deoiBiv€ broak'toxa of

thc pollttoal ooheElofr of the *er 
"'lSL.

tlhgt Smltb antil Jonee ueed to slrppott thsi'r posltioD.in thst 9"tP"
ree not palnarlly ratlooel a l st (or woulil-be Harxl et J arStJnenlr 

- 
la 

-

,." *-"pp"* io ofOilSi-ofari loyalil"a, to tbeir o$n prestlg€ 
- 
aB tlado

*foiJiit*ts1 ana to ttra-e"";"l r*notctytst publlo opiElonr acorrli
'llB o

'rhlg rae to be e feetlrre of all thg subeequent dlaputeel or uo,16.of

th6e allat rc hane 
"rr.t, 

tU. Jt"Ept at disousBlon on tbc EC thet uq b'd
ii-it "-"r"rro "rsuoot-oa-iierLa. 

on thc Falklaads lt roulat hEye b.o
iorfo lf lt rcrc not traglo. !{hen we trieC to got an EC disousBlotr on

ii"ii a""*.rt", th.y "ili-""tt 
buglnega Bfte! thG opcnlnS oontriln>

ti"", in* refuieri to 
"p.r1gr-tfrun 

(when somc stunb11n8 exolrAtlg!! 8ot gslns

nowdagrttuelncsa"gelatrio"b6fole''{eovontue'llylel,|6uperr
Orr perepeotl\rl of oonsolidatlng the fullon by a plooere of

atsouoet'on tnetate thc ncfl !{5L ,as d,6ad. Fo! polittoal' dllputoa r'q|'
;;irg-ilid"d not tor uenirgi-dlrcteaion, hrt by feotorc oolrplstcly
ertolnal to it.

DESMOrINO TEE PARItry

A d.lgresBloa is neooslacy tc c,plain tbs lmport€aoc of thlg'

The bolrgeoislc wlthin fcudallgm alreadlr odrtlo1E lnportant
rnetitutrona-rtthru thelid sooiety. It tl€v.IolB 1ta orn l6eo1ogr and

qulture r.lthin tbo old soolctY.

. [ho LorkinS o1a66 Hlthl'D oapitalien iB difforeat' It remeine a

elave olaga. ALl the .iJ"t fa"ti"slosl and -oul'tureI 
lortltutloas of

;;;ii.ii;;-;e oontrouia bv otu -nemles' Y't tb€ weklss orass neoils

ltg ot{i ol6ar 1d'ca8 *of. d" that} th€ r€volutloBsry bour8eol's1-e dl'lo

The sooiatist reroh'rtion, '-:'ft" tU" bolageols revoldloat muet -!c. 1.
revolutloa rheto tb€ o""ies 1*o, sntl urdorstaait rhat tbay are flgbtiaS
fd. llha ner soolety to ba otreatsa 18 one thBt regulres oonsolou'



1

planniagr not orro tbat itewl"ops sponta.reourly 1lke capltallul.
So Lon oaa tbe reking olasa devrlop lte orm id.eaap when tbe

Eoolety arorrnd lt - snd ths mesaae of the rotklag o3.asi, ln nmmal
t1$os - art donl.uated. by bourgeoie id.eologSrl

[be ravol[tloaary party lg ths aaeror to thlc pcoblea. It oreatcs
e- solcutlfLo ooftfiuaity, cr an tat€olo€{,oal rorkrhop, ln rhioh anelt€rttatlw vl.€a of the rorLil oan bc developcitr

ltc party aleo aeed.s orgauleetlonal elnens. &rrt a f,aable group
rl,th a oormil fiarxlEt bagls oar develop thote slaane ilt t1m6, iUoeat
the nost powerffrl rot Bn€nto - if, thcy- d.c not oorganlae thcmsilws tofleht for sol.atr.f;l.o goolaliat olartly - oo, qufokty oollepaeo

l[be noet gsg.trtlel ooE.lltlon for thc pe3ty to ftrlfi11 it6 baBloItleologloar role Lg that errlst dlsougsroa wrthla tbe party ileterninultE lln6r aail. rot arqr erternal pr6ge*6r - thet the "*rir*"i" pir"t----fo! €rr€ly seotiolr of the party !.r the uelght of soieatiflo srgurnontwltbla thc party; and not anJr outElile g!.oup or feotor.
._ Grca.the pr-eBtlgo of Snith and JonB6, o! th6 lnflu€noe of outBld,.
"Ilotslqrl8t pubIlo oplnlonr, bgoerns weighty f&otols ia our intotnal
lpBt""r that a6v$.1v aanai.ra or.n lntainei poritroar rrfe. rt meent
I|"t * eesy-golngl olvt116ad. regrma vee rurworiabr,e. B,t at the saectlm€ a Btrlot, 

- 
formeli atlo, dieolpllnarlan regLae wag rnworkablc

Deoauae 1t ?roulal acem like dcgrsdetlon to Striltb arid. Joneer
lhsl +l!!ql !!,8 dogpd, and. ortppled us {nolraeiugly ovo! troy6ars. l{e trl€d all n€ oould to reslcre dialoguc.md ndnal rooklngrslatlons. llE ooul&rr t.

}'tLAT }JE TAILE} to sm I$ 1980-1
fio_Bt-of,the +l++!!, of tho I worke"-t sad €rrhlp r/oonaene.ro-po11tl oesyElBe d.eBsrtb€d. in IBe 88, 89, End l.l Hore viBlble before tbe firslo,a.But lr€ fal1ed to put thor! tog€ihe, lnto e ooheront ploturao

Ue failod to 6se the full etgnlftoaace of tlra failure of Salthand Jon€s to cettla aooou,,te property rlith thel! or,tn p&€t poaltloas,or rrith s.otaria& ourrante ia- tha old lfSlr He *ot" u reeolutlo,' rhlo!ealdr rfthe seotarl.an metbod, rlll haw to bc oorreotea ii;-;;;;i;;*e,x.tenf ) ooneoious\r s&d rot luat erptrioalfyi -- y"t $s tol6ret6al eslt..tiotr where all the r oorieotlorr"r ,ur"-"roplrioal a^nd. arbftrary.
. l* _rg owe part, pereonallyl I also groaoly ovar€stlaateC th!lev€I of !{arrlst eduoa .oa of the ofti WSi feaateHp.

Smltbr s pioture of tho fuslon ie that our etiitude:
kae..; to .@I!. the oltl $sL lntct (our) om sultrao. Itlsag not a fueton-but a takeovBr bf A.. . ,i!ke attitude ofCarolan, Nlrr!.11 and Eill rres to play 1*iif.riri""j 

--
alo$,n ot th6 tl&€ ard gtedually tring: tlem out efter fuglonand oyeternatioally establtefr iiretr ito. m 6v€ry slgrlliaaatlEauer Attirthhg leaa tban thls rould be oorpletetyrnaooeptable to !|gr etnoe they are salf-.evidantii hoapeblcof ooerlsteaoc rlth ery gtgrtftoaat dlffercnocs "i "fi;-,----As lt 6ta:rds thte re nons6nso. .,ho r-cL a*a wF wcre ].'wlyr arg,raantertLve organigationg. ts fon plalrlng ao*m-tr." aiir"r"oo"" rn tbi. prelili-iondi'ouasLoasr fbstly re atanttr aia oeoonary rf re naa tri6a to th6trarpronc coulit harze trlpp€d us up JuBt by leallng or:r lreeet



Drt tho no[eenB. ,3oee po!n'" tc s oi:iuthln6 iEport8st. Consialet
rlat preolsely le Smlthr e obJeotloa to ue? Thet s. trl.al to rrltr tb.
ncl. ifgtr to ou! pollttos, by lo1ltloa1 a,rgunout. llo rc[rto

Ia dleouseiolra oB this ieguo Smlth har fregucatly 6otrrp1a18'd abort
our unrllliDgrr€Eg to nmate oonoessloast oB polltloal quBttlona - arrd'

hc geautno\r iloeg soera to h.wE 4 ooncaitlob of polltioel posltioal
baltr8 l{oriked out tV a proos66t of trsdsi"Jr,loDFtJrl,a b6!gahla8.

8rrt oonoeBBlon! a:rE approprleto on saootrdtrJi anat or8artlsetloaal
Eattaas - aaal s€ ruade plenty of the.ar 0n prlnolplod polltloel t'!lr€!
thoy are noto

0f oourgc r.e hErr€ trleit to rls the aer llSL to oEl polltiot' ll' trl€d
to ilaveloD a Erulheals cr ov€lv161 r baEsil oa ou! Dolltlott rlthla. rhioh
thc ooaocinE id. erperienoes of o1i llS! ooradea ooulit bo iategratcd.
lle erpeoted o1d tlsL oorraisg to try to rll'a uB ovsr to thelr polltloer
tlbe tro rlnal effets trould not nooessarl\r nc8rt oonfllotr aE 1on8 a!_.
re operatca, aooolilinB to B !681D€ of trylng to ooavlao aatt belng dllfiS
to bc oonrdaoed.

&rtthelyroblso$aethi6.Ou';eicl':evart6-oorouaelpolariratlola
Uortiem lreiana, nllltaly 1a'-r ln !'olanilt tbe goutb Atlantlo rar -
aenanaod iroreitlaie alrerp ieoprnles. We bad proposale baaett on roore.o-
less ilelrlopoat !l8r16t teur';"t n. S;lth an Joncl b8d latha inooh'ret
,""otror,. based oa a utrtile of o1d Healylt6 ldoolory Bnal Ol,s:.ent 

-
; D;d.J'1J putrro opra!-on'. 'lttsrr oonoe;t' of rrorko leedcahlpr and

"ir"p"-""*tts 
n oorstltueney lutaa tt- lopoeelble for thon to eo aloog

"it[-G 
poiiil;allr. 3ut the;iaioc oouldlrt roa11v argg:' t ty*.--

:ifili".e,#fl",#ffi ,ff #ttft ',ffi,'i':ilii{It$i{:l
it"r, ar"ou""i"e-rith til 

':hlv 
tried io ig"t gg $gg with theae oudgllr'

llhat rnade pollttosI lifE inside tho nct 'i{gl lantdlkBble' lnil trtr
ft bas trorkea iUrowl :;o ierir's cr:13ai:atl oiraI llfe rm*orkeblsr

t[OO EANSI? TOO FACTIOiAL?

ButsomeooncadeeEtllle;yi'iat':o';h"r;lpelrasstooharlh'too
r"itii".r, ioo tatolerr.ut]',*-u :' s tln oormon 

-tbone t lB 
'il'fforGot

loaeas of'Uofuael of, Patso:::, of ):oKc1via, of lonvo

For liolrmee, Pare.lns arid' lJ:iefilel -tbs argtulcttt aoounto to little
noro tbrn seottng tbey irr"y irtJ 0arolan, El-i1 a:rd tryrclf 

'utas!c?+t -

pi-"pri. it-G-ii"" t}r.i'"l *" *i:. thrae of ug goncrhat ilefiolcat la '
polltl,ola,aer aoft-soap'ann bonhoniee bu] afgt flon thet tbrre ls nol

;*h-;;-;"v abo:t thli ;-5,';;{ o:':ipt to "+ 9v thcsa eutheg fltra
i[-rortt *i'f e to trlng thfa tnto the lr:taxnal Bulletln'

I.r,Jr has trlsd to F.oBGnt a r'rotc oonsitlered osgc' I{e haw beoom

so h,&bltuet6d to faotl;-;i;htu, ht "q", 
tlat rs oaarloi !lt6 to thr

bload vr,6l n€oeEaary to hrtld a pcty'
I'htE argunent oan be tllsprovtd by cttlng faota'

1. In th€ 18-yeare hiBt.4r oi tho HvJ-Ct/nona{$rnreJorltJr or8r6Dt t
lgoe 'io-ig8ii iil;-;;-;;cn op:rv t'our 'r'eotl'on ftshts of ansr si'zcr
"-- rl ''-il" piroa in tlais;'s'ri' (tut ttrat.too* the forra of aoutc

faotlodlshttra ollv ii iii ilittrwrv "u*t pelodsr tn 1968-9 a'ud

ta late t9?1 ).-- Ji-l!h6'"oly faotion flght ln the-.Irlsh t{orkere (boup'

;J il; ilil";lisd 'rii ri*xoni Poi''s la 1975 (ot uhloh tbc
aoute'perfoa ,". otlY fo*' months)'----al-rti dran"*oui t"o-;'aaro fr':tL:r^ flght ln the nsr l{sLo



o

l{hat dl et ln4ui ehas uE altorg wou}d-be frotslqrLet oum€rt E 13

oot ii"-loe"-;tb;, tui trre -ms,11 nu,!b'r of our faottot flghts'
ioat of tho naje poiitto*I dewl oproant a of our tendail$r bBt'!

;;;; ih";,rstriwrir (and et tlmos rharp), but nor'faotlonall
dlBousalon.

llbe o1d, ltSL had eo!€ fa.tLotr fi€bto ltr 5 yeare bcfore the
fud.or thsn we hail la 15.

2. BhoEe - eap€olaIly Cg,rola$ - rho ars paiatcil aa bctn€
lnteresteal only ti faotlou fl6hta; playeil a rnaJu oonetruotltn
anat iDlttBtlus- rolc Ir thos6 po8itlw po1ttlo8l dewlopmntsr

3. Tr are tltetiagulshad froln oth* rordi!-be lbotalqrl;t ouT Gtrtr
aot by e partioululy large nunbcr of eplltr; but iraths by a
partloularly larg! nuDbc of Egglg.

Bllad.r rhont-slght.d faotlonaliets aru lot tho Eort of peoplc
who orgaulse firsLong.

Besiilcsl our .ggl a Uotb tn thc '1981 fuslon eatl tu thc
19?5 fueloa'rith ffifs/slrP r,eft Faotton - rer 39! EUA &4!!lggf
gitg4!. Our 6rror ras air eroeEa of nelvs Seoal wil1 astL ortlnle.

4. fhs nEw !{3! fuelon bokt dorn f,tratl long boforo lts
pregolt geaarel treekalorrd r ln the Yona[l6 oonmlraf,onq lrcr In qrl

area trhoe uone of the allegoA avll gealuser Hale {lreot1y eotlw.

J. Tho first Eo!'€s tr€ matle ulrea the fucloa bo6an to rlur i'nto
troulla - ilooumettcd. ebove -'reorc aot thosr of nsmor faotiona1lrt:.

AniI eo..on' esd, go oar

I\:.AnXiSlr AI{n S}iST3nIA$ISH

But theae Is also & mor€ furlaallqntal lseuqr
nProf€asLonal faotloral.l gt e'r iloapable of oonBtluotiv€ $6k alo

erlst. fhc Sooiallgt Aotlon is fidl of th.&. But fcr all tbat
faotlon-flghtiag la e neo6EBary part of tbc eotlvlty of s llarristo

Ehe tlrofese{orral non-faot tc:ral lgt n lr naely a oprofcsalonel
faotioaalietr wlthout clear; defined po1ltloa. PatBotrE i8 atr
oranple of thle speol,ee. But theo are sleo oouradsa nho arc
really, sitlo€roly norkfaotlolral - whethor fr.on ttrsdaes;l bewllito-
ment I a. pr6f6!€no€ for tb€ imrnediats ll,viag olaeo et ugglcr of
whetevq.

3ut they are rlaoag. their a,ttitudc iB only a allght modlfr.oa-
tlor of the idea th&i 811 ths lef,t groups sboulil got togrtho:r a'ad.

for8st th6l! illfferenoag. AE oaraoD put ltt
ioue oannot bc an effeotlw ell+ouad revolutl,onlgt lf
ha oonfLner hlmrcl,f to maas work and ag:ttetto ead lsavBl
th6 lrltes la1 effairg of tha partyl tnoluiUrg dlsputes
anil faotlon flghtel to othorg. !Io, thet too 1r tba tealc
of the proleterLm r.evolutloui.rt. l? hir duty requlreg hln
to rado though oontrovrsyf tf h6 has to learn to oope
wlthr., rbaxleetr enil even to dgt arlrdgoct a btt rtth
Blard{r ha oaanot aek elorptLoa...F' ( r speeobes to the Partyr p.3O?).

Faotion flgbts ale en lnevitable Dart of hrfldfrg a rcwlutLol.
arlr partyr &Ir Job 1g aot to 6hy 'a$e$' firon tbcn tnt to oonduat thso
lh I SolEhevlk way. 0errrrql agala:



10

n6\rery aerlous faott onel ctrugglc, propsly db6ot6at
by e ooarolour 1eederrhip, aevafoir- Lr- prclesslvo
stag6Bf it bae e, beglnnlrig, a nitldlo ana aa ead; aua&t ewrlr otagr of tho struggla the leeCcrghl.p ts put toa t€st. tiitbout s oonsoioug leadeleblp; fsotloneLl.e
oafl denour aaal destroy a pactyo Ecaatleig faotiolalitr,
sometlmas 6rftm th6 eri&L legt oquabble I oan tra! e partj.
to pleoee...r

{ rspeeohee to th€ psrtyr I fr.t8O)
l{as oortlit€r. All the btg polltioe.l ilfupttcr 6ino€ tbo frston

-.Ii:l'** Pglaad, the South ltlantio '*el, thc Lebour party, r.om@,olvillaa bomblqgal aad. otheg - ilewloped'ta the gaae ray.- i'lrst,re proposed, a 1ine. iR som6 oaees thlE rel a oomon\r agreeil }lai$ltb the f,r:rlth groupg fur all oeues, it wes ln ao rag faotloaal orpol.mloql. lforr€" dld 1{6 try to foro6 6,n i.rauc to e deolsloa rhen
ther6 {as no obJootlv€ _neatl. @ tbo S,mlth grol4, r6sot.d agaltrst
us - ohaagetl lts liao (Sortl lf,Entio war) or eftc:: great d,lthartrg
propoaetl e rivel llne to ome ( lalour pErty). [hen the rtruggle
dlenelopeilo

t{h^Et do6s the argument that we wa!6 too faotlonsl n6en? It
meane thst ue dl,&alt graotously d6fsr &nd a11or{ th6 Snlth group to
heve iheir rqy oo theee L6Euos. It mEa6e thst we fought theol aatl
trl€al to fight them ia e Solehovlk ray.

It 5.s posslble io und.o gtand holr oomrads E oould fintl the
*lf,feronoe o:r the Scut,h Atlantio war an abetruss LEsu6 on r*hiob
to dieupt the organlsatlon; and partly blame us for tho aHeuptloa
teoause r,rc Btuok tc our €trtts. lut thay are flrongo Abandon the
fight foe politloal olarlty aad. you ar€ loEt as e rsaolutloasry
l'{arxl st. 0l?en aa Llrob to th6 mathoal of d.et€adlaiag posltlonB by
tieferenoe and. by tlad.6-ulion-typo nogotlatlona, arad you haw lost
your polltioel ooul.

llhe eoouaatlon a&BinBt u6 of ultraFfactlouailsn lg not aan.
PereonalS.y I cen rall renembe! horl as s, yousg ISr/S*P sJrepathl ssr 1a
1968, I wae flret tolal alout '.{Fr theee people, ny looaI Ig n€Dbe;
told mel sele lnsa$s faotionaligte, lntolerant dogmetlstsl poop16 vbo
would argo;e you to Aeat! at ths sllghtest gtgo of a pollttoa1
dlfferencer Faotloa-flgtltirg was all tbat lateregteal thcarrr.

thle olendor I ov€r the yeare, has been the routlne oharge ag.t't31
ue 'oy the IS/51fP a&d thB Il,tQ/Sooi8,ltst Aotton. And j.t 16 aothtng
nore th&n the ego.old ocry of el,€ry poll.ttoal EllhF..!&Bh agelnBt
Uarrlet B. th6 f,eot is that we hal,€ baea rl.ght u eI1 ths oeJor ilBnr!
agalnst themi tha,t we havo e po1ltloa1 eeoord uhl,ob Ls rlgorouely
aooounteil forl wharcas tholr 

"6osril 
1B on6 of, laetebillty;

unerplalned ehiftsl and eelf-irrpoeed nenoly lose. fhsy do not $ent
politloal qu€Btloaa posed. too Eharply. So they oy rfaotionallstr.

Ihe eame sort of oharges rrara d.lreotecl agalnlt Caonou aad hls
Eo-oa1leil I handral sd B t by tbc opposl.tl.ofls ls tb€ St{F-lrSAt a6alnrt
lbot Blq/r th6 I dlcte,tor florn thg hel6hts of Oglor anil his t one-nar
Intsrnatlonslt, by eI1 Eorts of oentrtste; egalnst tbo I dlotetorisl r t
I dognratlor Lonin by the XsnBhovlksl agalnst tbe rauthori.tariafll
l{arr by th6 aasrohlBts.

Thrt doosnrt prorre, of oouraor that ne have thc Eaflta polltloal
qualitieo as Canaoir sr |Ibot61ry or Leain or Larrt But iro oa'lt, I
thlnk, falrly quote lbotaky raplyine to tho56 xho obargcd hl! rdltb
r aeotariaJoieBr t
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I'l{os'o of the time the;r h:rve in minC not ou]. treak but our
slrorrg sides: ou-r' serioi,s at+;itule 'i c',vaJd tileory; our effort
to plumb every poli'iica-L situati.on -l,o the bottom, a]id to
advance clear-cut slcgansq our \ost11ity t't teasyr and
I comfrrtabler decisicns, which delii,er from cares today, but
pxepa.r:e a catastrophe cn the morrcwt"

( i Seoterianism, Ceritrism, a,nd the For.rrth
International I )




