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TIIE GENERAT STRIKE
====-=== ==Ei=i======E====== ======E=E=== =

Discussion articles fbom the pre-fusion joint discussion bu1Ietin,
by Cunliffe and. Kirmell.
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The iC! cpi.csitic.n tc t,he de::;and. ttGenenal Strike to Kiek out' t'l:c
?ci.iesrr fs coirifea iiifr'tfre ad.vocacy oq a'Gcneral Strtike - tc Ecliicve
iimit,ed,, speci-fic goais, sueh as repea} Of an+,i*unlon Ja'#s clr the

So wl:ile argulng tl.at a call .to renove the gc'uernn:ent^I11r,1t9" ''
the eutcct-,e of i Gef eral Stnike in a,l.vance, the ICL in.eff ect
i;,;";;-;-iu"-*or*-*iiiri"ted perepective :ir ttre very cq,ILEgif,4 for

yeit experienee elien in rece-nt years (fr'ance.in,l:l;ryYt* ]?59;
t,he e:nfr.cntatlcn cvcla tie fentor:vilie dcekers in 19721 'vhe Lqbcur
;;;";;;;;;; repiai, ci tnu ir,dustriaL.Relattonsract, in the face cf
a n:iLlonal it*i[" celI tv-ttre-,luglll-ltu"-ih"',tt 'uhat g?]:l11:*nts,^EiJ!
- ur.d€r ce::tain ccn,liticis - :.a?-e ccr.cessiens on preciseiy sucn-
llmlted questicns as ,,.S"I o""'pirtie"iar p1gces c?^l-gSislatlcn i-n

order to head off a Gei,.^eref St,i"it<e znd. reu.aln ln ofiice to regroup :

ard. u'age further at'tr,cks
Thesestruqgl.eshave.a.leo-9.enf{rrr.ea"thet.thetrad€1llilcnbureeuc*

raey ftsc1f, gees to great ler:gths.io lJsirfct the denan'is of t'l:e

genenal F.urife :r.cver.E::t ;"-#Egiffgr,1lrnffi:cer,eics orl eccr''cmlc

( qucst'ions: oF: cn particurar ai''tf -ttt'rin'iegi:i:!:?l'^This "''as 
t'he

t cE,se fon ir,stariee .durirg ifrl""i"J*-"i--pay-struggle ef vrinter 191:'-t+' '

The soiidit;'fi"ir[-i."ti." Er.r]. th€ g*"oir.g ;:,ai;--sotidaritv of the

t;:rkersl lrrcv€lT.er:t'rere tne faetors ihat ffreed Hcat'h to seck a

Ger-eral Electi.in to pr"puro- ti; g::c,:r.d-f;;- u-i"ir--sca1e ccr.frorrtaticn'
The, r.lners ref'eised, tr.'eal1 cff t,hel" "triit" di:ril:g t'he elbcticn
ci=.1,-,paign, and evet:tualfV-ccicfuded' t'h.--i;-dcal- r'lti the neui)'-elect'ed
,'iilscrr gsverir,r-t. 5ut t,hiiiii..'itt lh" u"tl"it. it, nas lct",becn
crr-fl.rr.ed, Gcrr.Ley a:-d. t;;-f*li -ca'5trs ir'r6ife shr'eiessiy in c'''
craticn-,,;ith *r,he j..er.',,h gfi'i.r:fier.tr see.xl-g et all.ccsls a fl:l'
crr pay whieh r,;ouid heve er.i'nfea tie T;;;; to settle rlr..d ren?in in
office. ,,Te can see a =roiiii="I="--i"-ii*-=t..1-iirlke 

of 1lBo. ',i'hile
,lr.ion f eacers ln tsL ar.d. othc.:' pubiic s':et'c'r pay E cvlevs s'trugglecL

to preveLt .any sir:u1t'an".:r= sirii;u" il=o'' :::ilf'}. cxtend' to'-iards a
gerrera] strlker I.rl_-lh* fl,C :rcvca in ii i,',,ifE- +'he General Strike
call- cf the \lelsh TUC, th;-f S:lC lcacc'rs t1ens'elves. battieit to
separate tie lssue cr''na6is- "'i;::b:"lr;i'; 

-it"tt' 
?rr too tef I t'l:et

centaln ccncessicns cc.'rlE-ue sec',fred. o""tlu--puy issue - 6u*' to stem

the slaughter cf iobF nea::t to rever=l'-tfr*-fi*y strhtegy fcr the

r. ir,Custrv --"ff**tively defeat the gcvenrcer't'
t-\. Such ccnselcus f,,cves tc li:r,it wi.rkerst struggf es to lssues'vJti:]r

can be tactlcally coneea"a-Uy-o-q"ittaiist govcrrr":ient forn the

eonsistent traditicri "r'it"-L*it'ish 
(;;4"""E1y other) labour

bureauer zc!t The crucial-;;;ai(ness of 
'the 1g26='Generel Strike v;as

prrclse,.y lne aeterrlnait;;;i t'fi-e lUC--i*"aers t'o confi4'q the st'r:'';;lc
to eccnonic .Cer.ar.d.s; their I=fYS?l +,6,-pui io"uru*d' ;ffil^l:'I-.j' ''

re;:,cvar. ", t{g earoi,rn siveffiE "afu;i;r+ft#,i{-ll:r!?:-'yJt;1"Par'ty and left bureeucracy to offer. a

treaehcry ;;-ifrl O"i""rf-Lor*ei1. gne-iCi' point. out in their
Bz:--rpl:le+, (plJ) tha,t the 1ri6 ;i.ix': eoi,iiti;;' in Cou:':t'v lurh:n
tf effectlveiSi' took ecr.trol cf *,hcir er;'a.,:;' - U"i 1*ave cr:t., +'5s frr:t
that the 1in,itecl denar,ds-aia rcaaersr.ip of ir,=t st'r'ike led' tq its
defgatt 

-. - -- ! r ! a 4r^^ ^.l^s*r:rati rrr develc-l::'entin oui view it 1s the cbstructlon of pol1t-1"?1
by the la.bour bureao""""J ;;i;h-i=-"-poi,,,-u'V obstacle to ihe Cevel:p*

::ent of nass struggle oi", u*i1" sulficii'''t-to hrins dcsn the
Tcrics. rue i:cc€pt'-+*iat- in rea]l i.rr.s a Ger.ereI s*,rike Yr11I

arlse r:ot frc,m sc:,e arstriei &r:i artiirarv oecislon by the'""hoLe
il,orklng c1ass, but.frorn the exter:elcn of L p-'{ticuiar struggle' or
ii,ave of st,ruggles (wlth thelr ourr, "p*"iif.'*r,.a 

fin,itcd dci:'rias)' But

i,ie consider 1t ess€rrtiaf-{o-raise --i; inu "ontcxt 
of oun struggS'e to

spre3d end generallse such actl.n - ine-neea to bring dc-"'a: the



it IS l-iecessery aj.so tG r*lse pnop,lSrnde for tne'krnd or'

organieatirn neerled by the 
-rurilri"s'cri=I tr fnree-not-:1}11 ll:..l:i:t-trf thc Tcry goYt:fliJlidlri, but eLs:: preprr*e fcr tl:e necessery s{'vtri:!iuS

.:Eair)st arr 1:lct.riirrg Lrb'cur gri:"*d,""]t; to speli cut the kind^of .

sreiali st pni16i'es-need.ea bi 
-it't;';o"Xir.E' 

clls.sr- old to dra's frrrn-
these a 'serles-of-6"**r:d's t"o b*-raiseC iir-d"er r-1.'^bo1g. SovuIIIr":It'-"
It is 5ccess"iy llso in thi; ccnt',:tt tc ctr:nturplse'thc slog''r: cf
,-rriolr*";;-[ovtrr-nent, FCCtcd in.the n*ver'ent af ii:e r'':sses, r'o 3 ''
furthsn r.*pEtition cf' ths r,:tL sar/Cnllrrghen govcl"f6e'nts'

3ut unless I're spel 1 cut a pcrspccti're {or extra-p irrlirr:i'ritlrY i

n3ss actilp t'y the it'rklng elass tc f:1 the TorY gov irnitcl:t,
begin to eI t.he l n 'tnd.cper:der:t' st::*r.gtfe asa cl=ss, :'ind. I-,f uss !-.c r o

e::d.a becc::,*s
or ietiori *fterthe fight

sltrply enrpty ?h
thein de:ir,v;.is, s'r-tch. soci,--
etorlcr cf, 'o6gdrirct Prlscr

st ]3roB-g
iptlcnl ffct'

the 1981+ eleetl Ollr

lndeed it {s aplroprL
'rBrot Out

-.-rte to turr: th questlrn 3r'c1r1dr The lCL
not ha're on oblig:r+'i-r'n

e
use the. s}
to explein the worx;r
b'y what rne ill?-Q, ur,der'*'ha
rapl- ace- the bOotcil out c
very Cifferent, fro* the

thc'Toriestt. Io th*yogan'tr sr movtn:errt just ghg is t
t conditions* a.n$ exi:ctl;/
rplt:lists? Surely the l.,.t,

cic er;b:rlLccl ln the i'$Lrs

o ',do the bccti:rg,
v."hc,t YIe Pr'cpcse to

Sirsn cani:ot be
slog:ris.

(

1i'e must cnr,bat the.reformist dcJ-uslon t'hr:t -the f cr'1cs c:n si:.;piF
be pressure'd lrit,l a chdnga of lJ.ne, ci'.thrrt I'efor'lns ean be l"On

for the, .,,,,orklng cisss nifhcut ,i.ass r.ctiln to defest."thls goverr#.ertl
ThlS is rrow Ucfrrg ed.vanecd as a per'spuctive'by: Feoples }*llrch Lr;5d"cfS,
ll,jiicr'-st,X1e. lcfTs anil ,':id.e lEyer:s o? the ]-t:bour trurerucreey. lilc

,.',r-=i spe3i cut, t hirt :,'J:.ri i'ie criii. f {if rr.ss e;tl c:: '.o d-ieat ti:i
?;r.ics 1'.,e rr:,rc r.ct si:p]-y c..11irrfl' fcr 1:&cth;r 1{if r}CC-stPJn$ -ct-c-.-'ffi*"initrr.tf-n, icr p.;iiii.:r',s or''fcr prct-st stc'ppagcs, but .f?' rll-cut'
Senrrral St.iitre =ict,iiri.r.,'ith the f irm cp*"it'Ltive cf slrr+cping this - :

g:v.-rru;ient frcni afflic. ' I .ir.'..

If the Tori;s urrdcr sucfi ecr-ditic::s,;crc to c".11 an olecticBr'
+,i:€y r,oulC dc'sc }cr, frcrr.A pcsiti.tn fc stt'ingi,t3 b*! of ;eak::e'ss.--'r{e.,r
t1o yrct'caf 1 f+r a Oe:':eral ElictiCr.:. but .',.? r,':uld r-rot. CpFcse-or+ i'I\
ii nr"r* ealled. #e :,c.uld prc:ss'f.Ir, t}:c cf=ss r.ciic:.r t'r. qcr-ti]-1ii ".'-r
durllg ?he elecr,ionr peAciUle cur effrrts to dcvl-"1op-t-.he it:C.tp-rdc:tt'
str"cn[th anil crganls:*tir;:r pf the 11'.rr-'kir-S eiass ( ec'"uiq1ls of act'innr ' '

cccupf tif4 conr,f ttees, ctc), seek ::;etns-to drive the v,'e&gc beti'rqcr: tha
ilr;..ira*movtG. xirlriie cfall 3nq its r*luetr'nt r'1c'adcrs'l 14 f1he r. -,u::i:ns and th6 Labour'-Party, butlC Jur.oii'n P+-?slutlonr.ry forccs, and'
scek to.create the nost frvirurable corrdit,ions to presP h';me trie
stnuggle urider yrhatcver gover:unent elirergtd frca the 'el-ecticn.- 

,.,1

iTe $ce rio reason to be afraid of the posslbility thrrt * Generei,
'',.; !-^--- - l---J t n^*-*-1 Q*rti-'r;, l{ln :i...ji-Irci,Icr.:i;.*, oe celIed to {efuse burt .'- l'Ge::eral Strile. Wc ;ie

r"::thct' a aanger; ;, --.-in inffir,g tc put fortir:v'& r'"n r"dc';ur'.te p:iitieal"
p"ripccilve in' a pctentiffiffiral Strlire situ:'t,i'cTi'the gcvcr-ntnt
cou:i a!:ee eg:in 6e l:anded r,n extcr,,lei[. l cr.se of 15-fe by t'he -'."*:icn':'L"ir,::'.:cr..c;f ;ith';s 5,i:;,'ir:g th.c:';lr: cf 'LI:c CF 1.:: t92r: - cfflring
r.o $r,I.ious po1lf,ic:.1- Lttlrn,:tivc *.C t.he iillit",d S'::;,'::'ios af the

:

,r.;fc r'::,i sts.

i , r-i . .j.li l. 24. f . 81
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After a dlscuss:?! cn the joL::t ilC sbc':t tl:e ge::erel strj.ke; f ',,,-,, 'r,!a brief ncte el.ltl"lqing the riii'l'crenees.is i sayl then" 35 did { r..;i,.i-yfor the Ilal"son ecr::rrit',.een '". :. i' ; .:i,ti ;1:.;iri i t;::'id i:*,;:'r:' ,:;li
-= ,"-.ii:n ?his ar.*.1e:..e -qu:::r,=t-ises tne argunent and replles to

BSrs polnts.
Further reeo'ings 'r'iori;ersr Aetj.on pa;:ph1et, i'{hf {g i'lgg{ a @lSIe!

Sft}X,e; Rcsa L'u-tent,:rg, I]:g l.'ias+. Ftql{.e.

1. }'HNXIS}'{ AIiD T,HE GEJIERAL STHJ]G

In the 190;h century, the ger-,eral strike -.*'as t!:e slogan of anarchlsts
and utoplzursl ar.id the l"iarxists Heie sceptj-eal" Engels wrote:

ttln the Baf;,:.r:tnlst fanareYil,stJ Erogr'arjirre, a gerrer&1
strlke ls the leyer for rlll-eashfng soclal revol-utlon. Cne
ftne rioiningr t'he worker.s ln all I-ne industries of a
country, eve;l of the t'hol-e ucrLd, stop wcrk ffidr ln four
ueeks ab tlie s,axl;:a:1, oblige tl:e r':ling ciasses to
surrefiier, or tc att=cr ti:e ;,trkers, thereby gi:r3.r;g the
latter t}:e right to iiefe-rrd tLe:.',s+ives al:d u$e thls
ag:ortgnity to tear dcun the l';hol-e cl the o1d scclety..-
ft*tJ lt-r'+s re*c;.r';!5sf, by ail that a eor:plet€
organisatlon cf the uc:'Zing elass and a full kltty
};ere Ji€ci:53aritr3 Tn1s ildeeC u:s ti:e p:'oble:r. Cn the' ct:e h"*r:d; the gc';e:-ir:ert, est:E*i.a';.iy if e:',eijur?E.'i ','
Fcljtleal ".ls+..ri-,i1,:i.isl,, uiil c'j;ei aiLo'* the c'rr-
or the f:;ds of ihe r,'*rl-ers ta go so fari a.':d crt i"",;
ether La** tlie pcriitlcai a+'tic.r";s arrC abuses of the r";llng
ciasses 1.-,'111 prorote t:e 3::.':-i:c1;,aticn of t'he r+orkers
icng Lefot"e the i;r'c!-etariat ra-n.=ges _to aehi.ete thls irleal
orglnlsatlcn ard-t]-:j-s vast res{,rva fulCn And tf tt dld
harure ti:er,. t!:en Lt i,:o';l* :"ot neeC to resort to the
ge.neral strike to achleve its 1r-:r1:cserr

(t ri:E Ei-,krr,ln1st,s At ",^Iork 
t )

In the early }Ath, cer-rtury, fosa L,--terihu:'81 L,aslng herseii on the
experleice of-tl:e F.r;ssla,r R6i'ciut.icn of 19C5 ,-f.,q a'iso.the Eelgla+
seieraf strliles for votlng rights, argued ti:at En-gelst asgessr-er:+u
fraj now out-cf-date a,'id cne-sieee, E::te]"s uas rlght as against tI:e
aiircf,ists, she sald; h'ut the reel Ceveiop=*nt of the r:ass strlke

"du**"*ts 
6utstrlps toth the ar:-erchist-st cc::cepticns a*':d Engelsr

cb,lect-tons.
ttI$ a vtor , ihe rass st,::iker &s s'i:oun !-o ts-by th"a
ffuSslan F.evolution, is rot ir *rafty re+,,1'.od dl.Sgo.,'sr'ed "l-y

suDtle reascning f6r the .Dur;icse af *akfu:g thq proletar-
ian str:ggle incie effe a+;iver LE!::g Egl!-eg p!. 1;g$-Ag
-gX i}g gJ-"-;2ir-jiarj,3& jlit5.; :,t^e i:i:en'-;I:€r;?.J- forn of the
ffi cTe t ai{'"'T fr""t g t J 

*{i*' 
*'i, e r': z o il; t i cr'r . tI

Ti{E G:liEIriL STII:'.S

Conseqi:en+"ly the tasir af i1a:'xists uas not itto put the nass strlke
on t]:e daler,<iar cn an apF,cl-cted dayttl butr

trTo gi-r:e tl:e c'ie icr, er.4 t':re f 1re +tion to: t'i:e flght;
to s6 :.egulate +,,he ticti*s cf tle polit,lcal. st-ruggle.ln
its eVer! phase =*r:d *t jis ev*ry r::c!:rnt.th-?t the entlre
sr-:!: af t!:e- avail:.:i:le pch'cr of the prcl-etar1=t llhteh ls
aireaiy rele:sed ,*ld act.ite, r.t 1.i 

.f 
ir:,f expresslgn 1n-t'l:e

battle-array cf t,1e :ia:ty; tc see thai tne ''acties of
the soeial- ,:enccriis'- f1'.e. iiarxist.sJ are ,Jeelded
ac*c:'iing tc their :'esol-ut,er.e ss ar:.i acuter.ess phd that

(


