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TIIE GENERAT STRIKE
====-=== ==Ei=i======E====== ======E=E=== =

Discussion articles fbom the pre-fusion joint discussion bu1Ietin,
by Cunliffe and. Kirmell.
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The iC! cpi.csitic.n tc t,he de::;and. ttGenenal Strike to Kiek out' t'l:c
?ci.iesrr fs coirifea iiifr'tfre ad.vocacy oq a'Gcneral Strtike - tc Ecliicve
iimit,ed,, speci-fic goais, sueh as repea} Of an+,i*unlon Ja'#s clr the

So wl:ile argulng tl.at a call .to renove the gc'uernn:ent^I11r,1t9" ''
the eutcct-,e of i Gef eral Stnike in a,l.vance, the ICL in.eff ect
i;,;";;-;-iu"-*or*-*iiiri"ted perepective :ir ttre very cq,ILEgif,4 for

yeit experienee elien in rece-nt years (fr'ance.in,l:l;ryYt* ]?59;
t,he e:nfr.cntatlcn cvcla tie fentor:vilie dcekers in 19721 'vhe Lqbcur
;;;";;;;;;; repiai, ci tnu ir,dustriaL.Relattonsract, in the face cf
a n:iLlonal it*i[" celI tv-ttre-,luglll-ltu"-ih"',tt 'uhat g?]:l11:*nts,^EiJ!
- ur.d€r ce::tain ccn,liticis - :.a?-e ccr.cessiens on preciseiy sucn-
llmlted questicns as ,,.S"I o""'pirtie"iar p1gces c?^l-gSislatlcn i-n

order to head off a Gei,.^eref St,i"it<e znd. reu.aln ln ofiice to regroup :

ard. u'age further at'tr,cks
Thesestruqgl.eshave.a.leo-9.enf{rrr.ea"thet.thetrad€1llilcnbureeuc*

raey ftsc1f, gees to great ler:gths.io lJsirfct the denan'is of t'l:e

genenal F.urife :r.cver.E::t ;"-#Egiffgr,1lrnffi:cer,eics orl eccr''cmlc

( qucst'ions: oF: cn particurar ai''tf -ttt'rin'iegi:i:!:?l'^This "''as 
t'he

t cE,se fon ir,stariee .durirg ifrl""i"J*-"i--pay-struggle ef vrinter 191:'-t+' '

The soiidit;'fi"ir[-i."ti." Er.r]. th€ g*"oir.g ;:,ai;--sotidaritv of the

t;:rkersl lrrcv€lT.er:t'rere tne faetors ihat ffreed Hcat'h to seck a

Ger-eral Electi.in to pr"puro- ti; g::c,:r.d-f;;- u-i"ir--sca1e ccr.frorrtaticn'
The, r.lners ref'eised, tr.'eal1 cff t,hel" "triit" di:ril:g t'he elbcticn
ci=.1,-,paign, and evet:tualfV-ccicfuded' t'h.--i;-dcal- r'lti the neui)'-elect'ed
,'iilscrr gsverir,r-t. 5ut t,hiiiii..'itt lh" u"tl"it. it, nas lct",becn
crr-fl.rr.ed, Gcrr.Ley a:-d. t;;-f*li -ca'5trs ir'r6ife shr'eiessiy in c'''
craticn-,,;ith *r,he j..er.',,h gfi'i.r:fier.tr see.xl-g et all.ccsls a fl:l'
crr pay whieh r,;ouid heve er.i'nfea tie T;;;; to settle rlr..d ren?in in
office. ,,Te can see a =roiiii="I="--i"-ii*-=t..1-iirlke 

of 1lBo. ',i'hile
,lr.ion f eacers ln tsL ar.d. othc.:' pubiic s':et'c'r pay E cvlevs s'trugglecL

to preveLt .any sir:u1t'an".:r= sirii;u" il=o'' :::ilf'}. cxtend' to'-iards a
gerrera] strlker I.rl_-lh* fl,C :rcvca in ii i,',,ifE- +'he General Strike
call- cf the \lelsh TUC, th;-f S:lC lcacc'rs t1ens'elves. battieit to
separate tie lssue cr''na6is- "'i;::b:"lr;i'; 

-it"tt' 
?rr too tef I t'l:et

centaln ccncessicns cc.'rlE-ue sec',fred. o""tlu--puy issue - 6u*' to stem

the slaughter cf iobF nea::t to rever=l'-tfr*-fi*y strhtegy fcr the

r. ir,Custrv --"ff**tively defeat the gcvenrcer't'
t-\. Such ccnselcus f,,cves tc li:r,it wi.rkerst struggf es to lssues'vJti:]r

can be tactlcally coneea"a-Uy-o-q"ittaiist govcrrr":ient forn the

eonsistent traditicri "r'it"-L*it'ish 
(;;4"""E1y other) labour

bureauer zc!t The crucial-;;;ai(ness of 
'the 1g26='Generel Strike v;as

prrclse,.y lne aeterrlnait;;;i t'fi-e lUC--i*"aers t'o confi4'q the st'r:'';;lc
to eccnonic .Cer.ar.d.s; their I=fYS?l +,6,-pui io"uru*d' ;ffil^l:'I-.j' ''

re;:,cvar. ", t{g earoi,rn siveffiE "afu;i;r+ft#,i{-ll:r!?:-'yJt;1"Par'ty and left bureeucracy to offer. a

treaehcry ;;-ifrl O"i""rf-Lor*ei1. gne-iCi' point. out in their
Bz:--rpl:le+, (plJ) tha,t the 1ri6 ;i.ix': eoi,iiti;;' in Cou:':t'v lurh:n
tf effectlveiSi' took ecr.trol cf *,hcir er;'a.,:;' - U"i 1*ave cr:t., +'5s frr:t
that the 1in,itecl denar,ds-aia rcaaersr.ip of ir,=t st'r'ike led' tq its
defgatt 

-. - -- ! r ! a 4r^^ ^.l^s*r:rati rrr develc-l::'entin oui view it 1s the cbstructlon of pol1t-1"?1
by the la.bour bureao""""J ;;i;h-i=-"-poi,,,-u'V obstacle to ihe Cevel:p*

::ent of nass struggle oi", u*i1" sulficii'''t-to hrins dcsn the
Tcrics. rue i:cc€pt'-+*iat- in rea]l i.rr.s a Ger.ereI s*,rike Yr11I

arlse r:ot frc,m sc:,e arstriei &r:i artiirarv oecislon by the'""hoLe
il,orklng c1ass, but.frorn the exter:elcn of L p-'{ticuiar struggle' or
ii,ave of st,ruggles (wlth thelr ourr, "p*"iif.'*r,.a 

fin,itcd dci:'rias)' But

i,ie consider 1t ess€rrtiaf-{o-raise --i; inu "ontcxt 
of oun struggS'e to

spre3d end generallse such actl.n - ine-neea to bring dc-"'a: the



it IS l-iecessery aj.so tG r*lse pnop,lSrnde for tne'krnd or'

organieatirn neerled by the 
-rurilri"s'cri=I tr fnree-not-:1}11 ll:..l:i:t-trf thc Tcry goYt:fliJlidlri, but eLs:: preprr*e fcr tl:e necessery s{'vtri:!iuS

.:Eair)st arr 1:lct.riirrg Lrb'cur gri:"*d,""]t; to speli cut the kind^of .

sreiali st pni16i'es-need.ea bi 
-it't;';o"Xir.E' 

clls.sr- old to dra's frrrn-
these a 'serles-of-6"**r:d's t"o b*-raiseC iir-d"er r-1.'^bo1g. SovuIIIr":It'-"
It is 5ccess"iy llso in thi; ccnt',:tt tc ctr:nturplse'thc slog''r: cf
,-rriolr*";;-[ovtrr-nent, FCCtcd in.the n*ver'ent af ii:e r'':sses, r'o 3 ''
furthsn r.*pEtition cf' ths r,:tL sar/Cnllrrghen govcl"f6e'nts'

3ut unless I're spel 1 cut a pcrspccti're {or extra-p irrlirr:i'ritlrY i

n3ss actilp t'y the it'rklng elass tc f:1 the TorY gov irnitcl:t,
begin to eI t.he l n 'tnd.cper:der:t' st::*r.gtfe asa cl=ss, :'ind. I-,f uss !-.c r o

e::d.a becc::,*s
or ietiori *fterthe fight

sltrply enrpty ?h
thein de:ir,v;.is, s'r-tch. soci,--
etorlcr cf, 'o6gdrirct Prlscr

st ]3roB-g
iptlcnl ffct'

the 1981+ eleetl Ollr

lndeed it {s aplroprL
'rBrot Out

-.-rte to turr: th questlrn 3r'c1r1dr The lCL
not ha're on oblig:r+'i-r'n

e
use the. s}
to explein the worx;r
b'y what rne ill?-Q, ur,der'*'ha
rapl- ace- the bOotcil out c
very Cifferent, fro* the

thc'Toriestt. Io th*yogan'tr sr movtn:errt just ghg is t
t conditions* a.n$ exi:ctl;/
rplt:lists? Surely the l.,.t,

cic er;b:rlLccl ln the i'$Lrs

o ',do the bccti:rg,
v."hc,t YIe Pr'cpcse to

Sirsn cani:ot be
slog:ris.

(

1i'e must cnr,bat the.reformist dcJ-uslon t'hr:t -the f cr'1cs c:n si:.;piF
be pressure'd lrit,l a chdnga of lJ.ne, ci'.thrrt I'efor'lns ean be l"On

for the, .,,,,orklng cisss nifhcut ,i.ass r.ctiln to defest."thls goverr#.ertl
ThlS is rrow Ucfrrg ed.vanecd as a per'spuctive'by: Feoples }*llrch Lr;5d"cfS,
ll,jiicr'-st,X1e. lcfTs anil ,':id.e lEyer:s o? the ]-t:bour trurerucreey. lilc

,.',r-=i spe3i cut, t hirt :,'J:.ri i'ie criii. f {if rr.ss e;tl c:: '.o d-ieat ti:i
?;r.ics 1'.,e rr:,rc r.ct si:p]-y c..11irrfl' fcr 1:&cth;r 1{if r}CC-stPJn$ -ct-c-.-'ffi*"initrr.tf-n, icr p.;iiii.:r',s or''fcr prct-st stc'ppagcs, but .f?' rll-cut'
Senrrral St.iitre =ict,iiri.r.,'ith the f irm cp*"it'Ltive cf slrr+cping this - :

g:v.-rru;ient frcni afflic. ' I .ir.'..

If the Tori;s urrdcr sucfi ecr-ditic::s,;crc to c".11 an olecticBr'
+,i:€y r,oulC dc'sc }cr, frcrr.A pcsiti.tn fc stt'ingi,t3 b*! of ;eak::e'ss.--'r{e.,r
t1o yrct'caf 1 f+r a Oe:':eral ElictiCr.:. but .',.? r,':uld r-rot. CpFcse-or+ i'I\
ii nr"r* ealled. #e :,c.uld prc:ss'f.Ir, t}:c cf=ss r.ciic:.r t'r. qcr-ti]-1ii ".'-r
durllg ?he elecr,ionr peAciUle cur effrrts to dcvl-"1op-t-.he it:C.tp-rdc:tt'
str"cn[th anil crganls:*tir;:r pf the 11'.rr-'kir-S eiass ( ec'"uiq1ls of act'innr ' '

cccupf tif4 conr,f ttees, ctc), seek ::;etns-to drive the v,'e&gc beti'rqcr: tha
ilr;..ira*movtG. xirlriie cfall 3nq its r*luetr'nt r'1c'adcrs'l 14 f1he r. -,u::i:ns and th6 Labour'-Party, butlC Jur.oii'n P+-?slutlonr.ry forccs, and'
scek to.create the nost frvirurable corrdit,ions to presP h';me trie
stnuggle urider yrhatcver gover:unent elirergtd frca the 'el-ecticn.- 

,.,1

iTe $ce rio reason to be afraid of the posslbility thrrt * Generei,
'',.; !-^--- - l---J t n^*-*-1 Q*rti-'r;, l{ln :i...ji-Irci,Icr.:i;.*, oe celIed to {efuse burt .'- l'Ge::eral Strile. Wc ;ie

r"::thct' a aanger; ;, --.-in inffir,g tc put fortir:v'& r'"n r"dc';ur'.te p:iitieal"
p"ripccilve in' a pctentiffiffiral Strlire situ:'t,i'cTi'the gcvcr-ntnt
cou:i a!:ee eg:in 6e l:anded r,n extcr,,lei[. l cr.se of 15-fe by t'he -'."*:icn':'L"ir,::'.:cr..c;f ;ith';s 5,i:;,'ir:g th.c:';lr: cf 'LI:c CF 1.:: t92r: - cfflring
r.o $r,I.ious po1lf,ic:.1- Lttlrn,:tivc *.C t.he iillit",d S'::;,'::'ios af the

:

,r.;fc r'::,i sts.

i , r-i . .j.li l. 24. f . 81
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After a dlscuss:?! cn the joL::t ilC sbc':t tl:e ge::erel strj.ke; f ',,,-,, 'r,!a brief ncte el.ltl"lqing the riii'l'crenees.is i sayl then" 35 did { r..;i,.i-yfor the Ilal"son ecr::rrit',.een '". :. i' ; .:i,ti ;1:.;iri i t;::'id i:*,;:'r:' ,:;li
-= ,"-.ii:n ?his ar.*.1e:..e -qu:::r,=t-ises tne argunent and replles to

BSrs polnts.
Further reeo'ings 'r'iori;ersr Aetj.on pa;:ph1et, i'{hf {g i'lgg{ a @lSIe!

Sft}X,e; Rcsa L'u-tent,:rg, I]:g l.'ias+. Ftql{.e.

1. }'HNXIS}'{ AIiD T,HE GEJIERAL STHJ]G

In the 190;h century, the ger-,eral strike -.*'as t!:e slogan of anarchlsts
and utoplzursl ar.id the l"iarxists Heie sceptj-eal" Engels wrote:

ttln the Baf;,:.r:tnlst fanareYil,stJ Erogr'arjirre, a gerrer&1
strlke ls the leyer for rlll-eashfng soclal revol-utlon. Cne
ftne rioiningr t'he worker.s ln all I-ne industries of a
country, eve;l of the t'hol-e ucrLd, stop wcrk ffidr ln four
ueeks ab tlie s,axl;:a:1, oblige tl:e r':ling ciasses to
surrefiier, or tc att=cr ti:e ;,trkers, thereby gi:r3.r;g the
latter t}:e right to iiefe-rrd tLe:.',s+ives al:d u$e thls
ag:ortgnity to tear dcun the l';hol-e cl the o1d scclety..-
ft*tJ lt-r'+s re*c;.r';!5sf, by ail that a eor:plet€
organisatlon cf the uc:'Zing elass and a full kltty
};ere Ji€ci:53aritr3 Tn1s ildeeC u:s ti:e p:'oble:r. Cn the' ct:e h"*r:d; the gc';e:-ir:ert, est:E*i.a';.iy if e:',eijur?E.'i ','
Fcljtleal ".ls+..ri-,i1,:i.isl,, uiil c'j;ei aiLo'* the c'rr-
or the f:;ds of ihe r,'*rl-ers ta go so fari a.':d crt i"",;
ether La** tlie pcriitlcai a+'tic.r";s arrC abuses of the r";llng
ciasses 1.-,'111 prorote t:e 3::.':-i:c1;,aticn of t'he r+orkers
icng Lefot"e the i;r'c!-etariat ra-n.=ges _to aehi.ete thls irleal
orglnlsatlcn ard-t]-:j-s vast res{,rva fulCn And tf tt dld
harure ti:er,. t!:en Lt i,:o';l* :"ot neeC to resort to the
ge.neral strike to achleve its 1r-:r1:cserr

(t ri:E Ei-,krr,ln1st,s At ",^Iork 
t )

In the early }Ath, cer-rtury, fosa L,--terihu:'81 L,aslng herseii on the
experleice of-tl:e F.r;ssla,r R6i'ciut.icn of 19C5 ,-f.,q a'iso.the Eelgla+
seieraf strliles for votlng rights, argued ti:at En-gelst asgessr-er:+u
fraj now out-cf-date a,'id cne-sieee, E::te]"s uas rlght as against tI:e
aiircf,ists, she sald; h'ut the reel Ceveiop=*nt of the r:ass strlke

"du**"*ts 
6utstrlps toth the ar:-erchist-st cc::cepticns a*':d Engelsr

cb,lect-tons.
ttI$ a vtor , ihe rass st,::iker &s s'i:oun !-o ts-by th"a
ffuSslan F.evolution, is rot ir *rafty re+,,1'.od dl.Sgo.,'sr'ed "l-y

suDtle reascning f6r the .Dur;icse af *akfu:g thq proletar-
ian str:ggle incie effe a+;iver LE!::g Egl!-eg p!. 1;g$-Ag
-gX i}g gJ-"-;2ir-jiarj,3& jlit5.; :,t^e i:i:en'-;I:€r;?.J- forn of the
ffi cTe t ai{'"'T fr""t g t J 

*{i*' 
*'i, e r': z o il; t i cr'r . tI

Ti{E G:liEIriL STII:'.S

Conseqi:en+"ly the tasir af i1a:'xists uas not itto put the nass strlke
on t]:e daler,<iar cn an apF,cl-cted dayttl butr

trTo gi-r:e tl:e c'ie icr, er.4 t':re f 1re +tion to: t'i:e flght;
to s6 :.egulate +,,he ticti*s cf tle polit,lcal. st-ruggle.ln
its eVer! phase =*r:d *t jis ev*ry r::c!:rnt.th-?t the entlre
sr-:!: af t!:e- avail:.:i:le pch'cr of the prcl-etar1=t llhteh ls
aireaiy rele:sed ,*ld act.ite, r.t 1.i 

.f 
ir:,f expresslgn 1n-t'l:e

battle-array cf t,1e :ia:ty; tc see thai tne ''acties of
the soeial- ,:enccriis'- f1'.e. iiarxist.sJ are ,Jeelded
ac*c:'iing tc their :'esol-ut,er.e ss ar:.i acuter.ess phd that

(
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they.never {"lr berow the rever- cera"r-rded by the aetr:arreiatlons of forees. but ritt.e*i=n--"i:I-*,* lt t,..,,: 
t..1s the nost l*pr:rt",,t t.srr cf i;=e-Jir.I*ii,=n. !-,,.... ,.perLod of rjass-strikesr. v'rArr. .' j:

(r?he l,lass S.t,rlker ).-rnstead of the generar- strr-ke.b?+ne the.product of an ar.r-at-onceworklng-crass reJectlon o{ ;ipit-irJir-it could be the means bvwhl ch uorklng-c i i,s s con s cl ousn e ss d ev5 r;p*i ";;I* "ir*iluo"ijiu *'
accordLng to the l-arn,s and togrc-or-ih; 

"ii=s-rir"ggl".In the Transltional- prcgraiu;e, Trotsky writes:

,F*i$ffi.i-ffiH, o:I:! l, t,!3., iilI;: 
- 
;i.T, :l,,lt+ " k rn ir

eapltallst nrocE,Jure". ir,Aepene"niiy of tfr" denands ofthe st,rlkeri. th;-t;ip"ilri,, seizurL oi faetortes dealsa btow to th6 iaor;-;;;i;;:
down' tri rr" 

"io, 
" " in ;- ; ;; lt i.:rt";"ril;I. rf,X.; {" :il;; 

-.,
ro'ho ls boss 'or ilie-raIt'"ii;; the capitar_lst or theworker?rr

fud, 1n the sgsg w3]rr whel any incust.rlar actio.a sprea.ds beyondpurerv secttonar r-imlti. a^n,r uegrii-t;'t;;;,r;";il;€ acrlon (sor.i.ir:,r-itv strikes._-flylng prc[ets, ;i;.i; i**, even if tiie initla].dei:ands are yeri, il*it;;] ,,'6**u"i'g.rar; eonrieence ;F rhelr strer:gthand so]-Ldarlty-Ls-ill;;; agaLcst tne capit,arlsts.
rn thrs way the <!eve'l opnent of a struggle startl.ng from l-lnite,ldemalrds ean lead tcuards'revoiuii;r;;;- ioneiusicr:s.-i,i" ain tufil.Tffi"lti:.3i";:;lj;:: 4':r3 to-"i;.n'it ..n,.:;;;',.rciJr . I,. :,,
rhe devel-oprent from llmlted cery.,ancs to revoruti.onary eoncluslonsdoes not alwbys take priil-[it-;];;j[_ I seneral sti]rre ts a tre_aendous qualltati're :ban :n *r"h"o*r:eiop*int. ri"n-starttns frahvery limited denandsGe. rc.rap a particui;i r;;ir-lt rapldr.y rals_es the questlon or r^'orlreii t**iis*c;;i;;i-;i'rii"i,ld order, essent_lal suppl-les and servteei,-ete. =*-ifoses in "-f"r.ireal *ar.irer +,:]:equestion of who.ls boss" 6r tri* iqedC.-r[""i"5";;;;the workers rnust take-powir ano G""tf-tr.J il-.iu,'Jiufrl,!r##tr:nd.er colleetive contr-ol. :
So we must be able to fXght for the use of the or,r.reLevant'-ir,i"' as . a weapon-ror renJa r"f|.ri*rrl3"u3fri;l3t 11lt; ut

the sane tlne equrp ourieiv"s to-iieht "ior-wor[J"Ji''i,rctory 
ln ageneral strlke, -ori6e started. -- ' 4E*'v r ua uY,r-rrer'5' I

?hat ls vhy the r-cl has argued for r?i$lng. the General strji.r i.,,,,speciflc dernands (snash the riaustri"r-F*i*t?oin-rli^'rr, 1g,?2. ;.,:, ,;

}XE,f*t and closures ',o"*-";.';;iiyi;-;u ,,o{ ior--iii*1, tii; forrei

2, IGEIJEP.,TL STRIKE 1,0 i(ICK T:TE TOR]ES CIir,
fhe slogan tGeneral strike to ktck the Tori.es out! rlnks industrr_armllitancy wlth polltles j,a;a-ir i; i"p.l:*;i;;"*riit3flf3ll.3to: ? l:;I{."}iil; :"iiiii; 

-;*;;.
attractlve' partiy l"i*u;;-1i*i;-iniliioo-r. Acd i.larir=t, r,€Edpreelslon.

l:i':ir i.ff*F#,r4#3i*,i*?{t#-*ffi.,ffii**out,has probl"ems paralLer to tn6se engeis nentrans. ri-tnu l-s.t,our rjove-rsent were con-sclous ana-"Jir:""E,iEiJEo''En..rgh to oust the Torles

{

L
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throrigh a ger:era1 st:ike, then lt r*:o:rid long previously have been

;Ir;;E "n.'igir 
to c-:;st tler Ly lesser irert.cs (cbstructi'on1 fic1i-

coopeiatlonr ete. )
B,rt BS proposes rseneral Strlke to kick the Torles outf rather

arifirentiy.'-i-c*r*rrl- Strii.", l:e argi:esr would mos!-Ilkely begln
;;,*;-;u-"6iy-rp*6iir* ;i;"i *e should then lntervene to rrdemand

tfii{-tfr* aim- of^-'bhe genergl strlke 1s not merely to. reverse a
partlcul"" poii.Vi'if-[ii"-it"iis-trut to klek their out't. We do not
[;;i;il;-tr,! TUc taklng a a"fiu"rate decislon to lar:nch a general
strlke from "-p""[f ""fir 

aiy-Io oust tfre Torles 3 rathert we -]"?"
ourselves on a;-;;;i;.ion of class sclj-darlty To*li an lmmedlate
lssuer ffid """[ io'Olr"*t ifrat exploslon tovlrds kleklng out the
Torles.

?hls rnLsses the nature of the general. strlke as a qualltative
f"*pl-Uor*ifiyr'-;yei-[n; oiti -"Aiar,eeA industrlal aetlon mobtllses
only sectlons"6f 

-the workd;-.f"s. "?U 
colles to grlp wlth only

sectlonal lssues. The l,aloui moverpent relates to-the seneral adrnln-

lstratlon of soclety trrrouii p*tfii*""t;ii-iof iif"s., Ind-Tr-otskylsts
relate to the 1aL,ou.nor'**Brrt':-;t-fieh[$e'to klck 156 Tories out
a-qd for derr:-rids on Labor:rr ete'

onee a general strlke ls uj:,lerYaYr the uorklng elass has the
imn:edlate posslhlllty of "o*i"i-io-Er+ps 

wlth 5Er'eral polltles
drrectr-y. Thai-eoes iot *uin-{fl"i-pIrir=renter} po1"lt1cs faces ar:ay

lmnedlately. (E.8. ln Jufy]igib', 
-"irJn-rn'J u"re -rais{ng General Strike

as en j.E:rcedlate a6ltatlor.a1 6ioi*t r so if=-n rr1sea tklck the Jor': ;

c..itt).iutre1at1ngroparlti''uii*i"ypoTrfresbec.:r,esfcrussi:.'':
ary cci:pare,J';; 

";;i"ti"'i t;-th;--oi"Lti revotutionary Dosslbllitl"s
cf the ge::eraL strlke (*or[ers; *o'rr"U;;';;;i"r!i be'fenee' ete')
The tGenerat Strlke tc i<le[ il" i;;i"t-Llt;-;i;A"n.eould onlv cut
short those pii-rrEif itles'tV-,ii"*;il;;.it e noveient !'ack tor"ards

relattng ro rhe general r*,irig- oi roEiJtt ;;it- it roEE-parllarent-
ary pol1tics.

Elther rGeneraL strlke to Klck the-Torles outt means: General

strike to ,"pi";"- r;;i;; ov iioi""i 1::' nenerar strlke for a gen-

erar erectloir. rn that "=rL 
lt 1s lrr"sooislbre trlfrlng, -a !Yq3-.,

rioblllsatlcn for a "o*p"""Ifvefi 
m1n1:,ai alil. Cr 1t Eea,s: general

strlke to reprace the r""i"i'[y"*_""1'oiutlonary B.overnmentl 1'€'
general strriti"il"-r"uoi"iii"."sut-ih"t ls Just the Eaic,nlnist
Y?15l-oll r

3.GE]IEBAISIRIIGFCRAsEI'iE.ilAtEtEcTIc}I?

B,rt ES r*rltes 2

Itf cannot 'rnderstand vhy A asseTts that the General
Stri!<e to frfelr-oui ?oriLs OerJa !*"9 and nou earr only
;;;";soiu"=i'-ti":t* for e general- eLeetio'nr' Il the
I-.,ries caLL " eJi;"il eLection they ha'"'enrt.ye! been

kicked outl thE;T;;-ttiit-tn power, trylng 'to be cou-
iirnec 1n potrJr'bY an electlonrr"

I.:ou the SLL used to ralse.rGeneral-Strike to K!9k the 1orles outr

expllcitLy as rGEneraI Strii,.L-i;i- i seneraL El-ectlont 
: .. !i_ -ttTl:e general stri-ke rust not be Llfted untll- the

Ger.ieraIE]-ecticnr,i]..ena.Labcurfo.jGrliE€ntplecgedto
sccj.ailst rr"iii'i"i 

-*"" 
be electEq' - 'j' aA {ory2'r(sLL 'r"irltliriii"'i ;;it;;;, r'''rv a6' 1e?2)

.rguess:iost*o"r.*',.uhowould^supportthel}og.TlGeoeralStrlke
to kl.ek tt.u"tJ,i;;..;;t'. sIe''r[-ii,"t.',1ay too. It rakes Sotre S€r.SBr
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Short of r*,;o1utJ.on, the,^,eir tc get ti:e T*ries out ls tc foree an
electiorr. T{cw to fr;rce:1n electjo:-;? Iy r:.a.l,lng the governrient i:na!:Le
to goverr:r Tl:e onLy ffeans of Coing tnat open to rank and file h.'ork-
grs ls lndustrlal action" So tlhy not the maxl-ffum Lndustr.laL aetlon,
1.€r ger:eral" stri.ke?

. ft.ts a profoundly refcri::i.st argu;rierrt, because lt sees the general
strlke purely as a pressure on parl-lar,entery polLt{es. It ls-also
unreallstler iLit it makes irjore sense than tGeieral Strlke to ktek
the Iories oT!' as a sl-ogafi unCer r.rhleh to contLnu.e a general strike
once a-n election has b,een calLed.

- 'rtrny,ls the General Strtke betng ccntinued? To get more votes for
Labour? Genera), Strike to ;*in the-electlon? How? fo get a trot:e left-
wlng laugyr Eoa.rerr#ent? Iicw? 0r because we do r:ot ac6ept parllament-
ary €j-egtlons? Then why are we.saylng tktek the Torles-outr rather
!t *n rklek.tl* bcsses outt? 0r.-do-ue-think that we can push r.auourlnto opgarrlslng a'revo!.utionary uprlslng? ,

No; oncs an el,ec-tlon is ofir the way to klclr the ?orles out ls tovote Lahourn A't3e*eral" Strlx* to isiclt the Tcrles outr t'a,' nrafie sensetc wcrkers as a uajr-to foree en electLcn, hut not as a rray to r,rlnvotesl frre s)-cgan rGeneral St,rike to klck the Tories outt-uo:rLdcclIlet,eiy dlsarm us when tryi.ng to arg:36 agalinst rise of an ele,:tlon
cal,l- by the L.ourgeots{e to denoEiilse a grrneral strlke..
4. t L,:l':r?ED DEt'AiiDs r

, t!.lr s pcsitlon 5..s fi;rth*r llioglcaI s!:ee 1t co.i-icelves ofralslng tj:e Aerierai strjke siogan for obJeetlyes r,rhleh
are s11reIry",fCfe l"imited ti:an fcrcl-ng ti:e-el"eeted governnentcut of oiflee - 1o€r to re,,.erse parti.er;lar po1lciEs (e.g"to klll tne bltl-). A1L the argr;6..sstrr against our positi;;- apFly ui.th greater foree to hIs oh'ntr. -

Iio. ?he lsitlar desrar:ds for a_gener6r st,rike wlII b,e rlmlted;thatts a fac! that ue have to retlte to *na-;ilti-afiange;41;iif.
The gcvernsent. nay take fright and grant the dernands fumedlately.rf lt Jcesl lt r:alqes no:ore sense to bemoan the faet that thegeneral strlke has not Led further than 1t does routirnely eaeh etenlngto 'cemcan the fact that the workers have not taken po*er- tttai e ay.-
If- the. general.strike doeg" not.ttprove vlcturlous lrurnedlately bythe threat alo.neil (Engels), then lt- rapidLy transeends tis f.nftl;i

deilands acd poses tire questlon of who rules: uorkers or bcsses.
iire lave to^i:rc5,cse a strategy for vlctoryr L.'e. an applopriate cl.atncf trar:rsitlcr':sl Jer,ands. Ti:e- prcb)-em vith'f seneral stiikb to klek -
the Tcries outl ls that 1t shieq eJ{ay ffog a strategy for vlctory.it eiaCes the qliestion cf r"'h'IE[-cffi ;fm iuie, anE- ]"ooks il;i;;eat xiri*i:. palty "ilI gcrzern, ft divects the I'or.klng el-ass toi,rards
flL*"$A t}:e questj.on ot' ;ccl",.€rr.

Der.ands l-li-;e ts:::ash the rncilstrial- Beratlons Actt or tl$ hour
veelt .cetrt or tllolk-sharing without loss of payt are 1:"mft6d Uu[-
{o: f.ir;itl"rigi r}ilck the ?ories outt i.s not bnly rls,tted but alio
fus a ge{i=g*?} s.,ttl{e) li:,ltLngc
i, t I'illiDl,ESS i'lItITA:jCIl

rrThe alterratLve is Just to say rGeneral- Str.iket r,rJ.ttruutat tirls stage settlng an objective. Tirat A uill
surely agree Ls real mlndleis militancyrf.' l{ct qulte. 0'bvio:.rs_tr-y when we ralse General- Strlke as an

(
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1r;:nec11"!," agita+,ional cali i.o actien, He have tc l-,e preeise ahc*t
i.:::r,ediate ce;rendso 3'.it in r-'raking 5.rr.oiaganda (i. e. reiatively fulI.
expl"anatLons- to a relai"j.vely Llnited- au,f lecee) r f dontt see--uhy
r+b g?ntt e>:pl-ain the-General StrLke as g .-g1j;1e$g u_eaaog id-.thewolkl.?r- trgir. -aLLe-{?aI ',rhlch can Le alFr'6p'ir?Iffi mF[ErEE Eilsrngout of llmlted de,:rn,is but l:hlch has re'rorutionary potEitlal.
In the same'*'&)'r lre nake propaganda, €rgr for oeetplttons ar:d fiylng
p'5.ckets, r+itho.rt. aluays specifykg exaetly what posltL're derands-
they rnay be llnked to.

fte I-CL has explalned the Gereral Strlke 1n thts way over the
last 18 nonths, also raisl"ng lt rore agitatlonally at time. So far.
as I can -rir:derstandr the French Trotsl.rylsts raised lt ln thls way
!n 19J5-6, for exaraple. And Rosa t'u:cemLurg argued for the German-
SoelaI Deitoeracy to-ralse ttre rcass strlke-in f,nts r,royr speclfleally
opposllg the ldea that it sho'rld be tled preelsely tb'Just one
posstble lssue - defence of the ucrkersr right to vote.

trTo fix beforehar,d the cause arrd the uiorient frorn anil
in uhlch the Eiess strlkes h Cerraay trlLL break out ls
rrot in the pouer of soeial denoersc.fr beeause lt ls not
in its pcr+ei to b:.kg about historitil sI{uatlons Ly
resoLuti.cris at party ccngressestr.

('?he li:ss Strlke t )

6. I' T'm I,iILtI0I,l glFFEi:;tliT FOSSItsILIT'IES'I
lrA's .nc,te see:s to e:r,ll.u:-1e a..ytl:ing Let:.:een the <ie:a;-.,-i
for a revoli:tioitaT! Boi:€l'rr::€nt cn the o::e hard pJrC an
ar:llnary old .peaeefriL ge::eraL eLection on the other.
E;rt lf a Eeneral strike dicl foree a generaL eleetlon
the sl.tuaticn 'rroi;ld be cre of the milllon dlfferent
pcssi.bllltles betl.'een these tuo extrenes. It vould be
certa j.niy '4111p," iliy ge.r)eral electlon ever seen beforefl,

Yes, a ger.elal electlon foll-cw5-ng a general strl.ke luould be
oi:t cf 'the c.rdk-ary. Even with r:;y Itr.',ind-lroEgllng laek of lmagina-
tLonft (FS again)1 I ean lhlnk of a few possibllltles.

,r Air eleetlon like Frar:ee 1968 or Australla 19?5 (after the
Gcvernor-General- tsaeitedl the electeC Labour goveririent)r il'hen
the Rlght rtrlns heavlly'by belng a Eore eonvlnelng Party-of Order
ti:an the workerst partles. llne r+orkerst partles lose bebause they
seem to have nbthlng to offer Lut protests - oo posltlve solutlonsl-
and./or no ablllty oi w111 to flght- for theJ r solutlons.

* A.n el-ec+.lon ui:ere a reentristt bioe wlns by present!:g ltselr'
as the oniy force e-apabl-e o.f rre-:;rtr,ir;g the natlont. In 3rltaln
we might gat a SDP/l,i.bera1,/Tory ruett 61oe. Aetl',,e strlkers nnight
well vote for such a bloc: Lionrt vorkers often say that they strike
nct out of choice but l,eci:ise the harsh ec,nfrcntatlon poLicles of
the !:,4.f;2.!e:.:.efit leaie t.l:e:: r,o ei'ti.c.n? \,Je h:td t:is sort of Ceveicp-
rent, in"a snall uay, j-n Fe-t'ruiry 19?\ vlth the blg ttberal ali
,qllP rroter ild a lou Labour vct,e.

* An election llke tpril 1975 1-n Fortugal (after the Cefeat of
Sinolats coup attei,:pt oii l{arch 11) - r*'1th the r*oritersr partles
u;l:rning f i:;sjority t,ut ^iinable ar:d i_;;r,'Llltng to Co ar:ythlng uith
that maJority to solve the soeial crLsis.

* An electlon liiie 1919 i-n Cer:ra:-,y'wi:en a eocselYative workerst
party r,rins, r'rlth the vctes of ner+Iy-arouseC workers 'who LCentlfy
tnat party-with soclallsrnr and uses its vlctoiy to orgrtr:I-se
ceunter-ret'oiutlon.

(
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'r,batever ti:e 
- 
variant, re',ro1:-rti.nrlri"es ccul-rJ be active to gccdeffeet. i,,'e migirt eten ha.;e sc,:;e wei4!:t 1n det,er.*ining ui:Le]Ivariant erierged. iut 1n a ger.eral sirike, aei:j.evi-ng woFkdrGt_ .powel ls.an lmruedLate possibllltyr ald cur task 1s-to try tddevelop towards maklng- lt a reali,ty..

the generar strike !a1}s, to achleve that i::::efiate tasr,-
. T!" uorklng elass that ,lucks the !:ir,edlate task (or allots ltto its parllan,eritary mlsleaders) must expect a baekiash from tfiebourgeoisler The reirolutlonary organlsation that euefis 1t r,roveiltself unworthy. And for the ievolutlonarles to console-iirE*sni"*=wlth.ll$.lgotrgh! that the ensulng electlon wlLL pffiE u,fitio"s-orposslbllltlesr ls also unworthy.-

7. I'GEI{EnAL STRI}iE roR A l.ioRi(ERsr c0vEBj,ti4ENTrl

some eor.races 1n the r-ct have poseil the questlon: dcesnrt ourcsl-I for a Hcrkersr sovern1gnt L::ange the'terr:is of the:irgu**"t,
?s ccnpared to 19?2-4? cantt tde ncw pose G-qKTO in-terss ofrGeneral Strike fcr a l,Jorkerst Governnentt?

Tl:is ulght be valld lf the transforratlon oi the Lai:our party
were nuch further advar,ced th:n in faet 1t ts. Eut ln reai:.ty-j
l'abo,ir- 'io'.rerntrent elected now ln the at-ter::.ath of a Ge.r:eral- 

-St'.1, 
r

woul-d be a co.riserv?t,ive Lal;o:;r Go.tet:r:,ent, jt uoul-,j have i,r.,', :

Leader and :leaiey as Depufy. It r.'oulC have i,oljcj.es flrnly i: ; ,

capitalis:r:.
It-mlght -prove ',:unstable o'.rer the years, es the labcur r::ovefientused.lts_riglt to re-seleet l4Ps end ie-elect the Leirier andDeput;r. But-the Labour Farty. apparatr:s has enough tAeaA weightt toact as an effectl-ve conservative force ln the l;5eirs an,l norrlhs

follovlt-ng a general strj.ke. It coul-d.even - ulth the asslstarree ofthe trade unl.on burea-rrcr?cy - use that rerlod to purge tne mrir- -
tarts and mdke s'rre the Lai:our Go.r'err.ts:eirt was Egl'e;;taurir"ea-Later.

- In any case, to opt for a nln-J.sal oritcc.ne froru a GeneraL strike(1.ar such a La!:our Governnent)I on the ealeulatlon that lt wo,-rld
arlow revolrrtloqall posslblllties rater, ls not a Trotskylst
approach. And would we.get €\,'€o thet nnlnlmal orlteore? A [eneralstrike 1s not the rnray to get a generaL election. And the-TorleJ
couki uell rn'1n a general electlon forced on thea by a general ir,,.'

;n the eariy 197OF1 a favo?rllg argunent of Gerry Heatyrs was:
t Tl:e worklng class '"'hich has dealt r.rtth the Tory maiters irrf f know
l:ow to deal, u'1th the La}-,our serv:.ntsl. 0r:

tt[n9g o,-he wc'rklr:g c].ass J:as Le c-n *oblilsed in I ;e.!,'.r'.,,i.strike'to foree the Torj.es to reslsn, it wlLl be-:bitito deal r"lth the treltors lnslde tf,e'Labour Party a-r:,J tl:e
trade rir.rlo.nsr ft wouLd ha're the strength to foreb soetnl-
Lst po}-lgles on a.-Labour gov€rr:Eerlt returned Lf dlrcr:r
class aef,lo.n.... W:.th sueh poilcl-es forced on it ti' thest}ength of the uorklng cla-s, a Labour Eovernfient- eoul-dnot be the safre as previous Laborir govern:r:entsrt

rr so,"mds good, bu! 1t's pure orrr*i.:"il:t;";ffi""i ;Z:'i9zGsls that the worklng class knew fairly ruell hou to deal with thi?orles, but.;as erlppled by the faet that lts best po)-ltlcal slog:n

U{
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llas Just tklek the Tcrles outt. I't dld not k::cu at alL sc uell-
iot+ io,leaL r.rlth the Labour leaders" .3r,d the Labour l"e:clers t'li"'ilr
[y thetr lnablllty to deal wittr eapitallsir,rs crislsr helped-the
Torles baek lnto po?i.err

Itts easy to glve a revoiutloi:ary g).oss to tGeneral Str'lke to
klck-tt e-toitJs Eut; ty saylng, "A leieral el-ectlon after a.general

"iritr" could nnr"" Ue ifre iae6'as ai ordlnary gengral electton'lr
iA-iafro.-1" iover"ment brought to pou,er 'cy a general..strlke could
never be tfle satre as an ordlnary'tat'o'*r-go'.rErnmentrr. b'rt these are
eoqs-gl{.Llcns, not useful strateglc lnforniatlon.

8. TliE BE$f lrIE CAI{ H0fE FOB?

In the Jolnt I{C dlscusslo! on th'e General Strl-ke., ifl,{ argued that
tfi" ir"Oarcentai e""Jr: oi it" I-Ct posltlon was tha! *, belleved
i-revJfut,fon"rv i"i""""otlon was pbsslble ln Eritaln-tn the near
future. In ""=ii[yr fre salqr n9 sireh outecme f P fgtslble' There-
i;;-ifre test-'oe-tin Uope i6r fron a general strike ts the general
.fectf.,n whlch is-ftte io prevlous geieral electlon, the L'abcur

;;i;r;*;n[ ur{"f, fs ]"1ke nb previouE Lahour go'tlrt,*Qr,t1 etc - a*'.''d

r,re relate to that.
Other !'isl ecrrades have seld ti:ey di'sagree with i{''f' ts"':t r-t'irJ-nk

K,^i'; 
-;;;*;;;t-;[;ipiy 

"ip*ei=os 
the- loqlc-or- e for exan;rLe1 BSt s

presentatlcnr orlif"s "oitriltrtlcrrs 
If,-aEEe,l5int IlC.

A gerreral el-eltl,rn- Ii're r.o prer,'i.c;s gereral- electlcnl 3I._,?- _.,
Labour f,o'.'BrLilefif, 11i.;e no f rl*ulo'os Lai-'c'ir. Ecl'Yr.r:ren!r ls. per):a; s

*-.*"=i"ilr" goal as ."*p*"'*d-to toiayts sltuatlon. Eut 1t is not
a destrable '-i6*i-ti"li,n-a-*;-".gfil-i.tlttte or LeI-a.Ee-nsral strl.ke
: unl-;;; that EenerffirT"e acIuEILy has no revolutj.onary
posslbl 11b1es. .

Glven the strength of refcrrlsf, B-rrd ti:e wearne.ss of the,Trotsi'':y-
istsl'ue mfght :.nd!ed very l"lkely be Ceieated ln flghting-for. a
re'olutlor"ry-OFieioprent'of a g9!e1?I^strlke in tsritaln ln t'he

neax future.'tst i';;-;;it i"t-"'iirnf{ ln advance. We have to fight
r.r-v:-*eg---;; ii.at ir ue are defeated! 1!-1: lg!_ because of our
cr*'n r.ieai..ness anit slownessr ffid so th-at i,lil ean rally and educate
ii;; b;;t-fiiLttants. If 'we'do not fleht for vlct?rYr lre re3.,ve
oursen'es as a factor tu t[; ii"reei. strlvlng loi-"1-!:ty--!!{
; ;i; " il i ; I r i lrt :i,::* llt3 d*$iuu i ii,+!] I'i : x',ri: itff :'l: :i'ard ue nahe ,

UlgE vletorv. : '

The recent l:lstory of the 6ereral strlke. sloe?l Ln ?rltatn begins
ii-ti*-i*rfy-;iiZ"r riun ifrS-il,l, reise,l 1t ln-tii'e no-,re:tertt,agatr.st
tir" 

-iiSiuir:.aI' ieiatic.ns =if f . As r,:ted :r'',c'.re, !'.rey raiseC 1t in
;il; f;;;l-ia"n*"if strlke to Ittct t:.e Torj-e? oYtt, expLleltly
;;;rila-ic""*i;"r-strlke for a genersl electlonr'

IS (ncr,r si,{P) pi.cked up t'he General Strlke slogan easualiy fror
tine to tlr.e iltiiJ*" igfb rr'd 'i 9?\ --s;;:eti5est i'or exar?L?'
blazching it *i-ifr" fro"t-f,iie ieailtu:e uithcut a ucr6 cf text
explalnLng hol*r or '*t,r or'-u[at lt ::earrt. 6ceasionally ]ltuy use6
rGenerrl ,qt.riri io ioitri ti" tories c'r-ttt ,**itl:o-it ar'y furtl:er
explenatlcn,-'il lity-i-giz, uhen a rass strr.ke :::cver,er:t de--:elcped

agai.nst the Jali-lr,g- of , i"li;;:;-.t ?i itlnerea ar.il f atledl to caIL

fEr a generai stri[e ur:tlI the TUC did"'
Durir:g the perlcii ln 1972 l,''hen the General Strlke i.:as real'ly

(
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on the agenCa, the I;.1S stiit,torn).y E2,''gEg,{ the sl-ogan, argi:l;* fo,
I rc'.inded po1-iileal expl-anaticns t rather tl:,an I call.s to actlon t,
lllth rcagnlflcent ,lneptness, they char:ged thelr Llne Just as-the
General Strlke vent off the innredlate agenda.

Ihey proposed rGeneral. Strike'to :kj"ck the Torles outt. At flrst
they Sirstf fiea lt tu typleat Loglc-chopplng terms ! rt'e are f or
sa',ashlng the state, the: go."rernmept ls part of .the stater therefore
we are for snoashlng the governcentl arrd we are for uslng aLl neans
necessaryr therefore tGeneral Strlke ar:d all means necessary to
klck the Tories outt...':

Thls rlgmarole was ratlonallsed, .durLng 1973, r+rith the theory
that the Tory govexnrcent was the only posslble gor/ernrrent for the
bourgeoisle. ltre Tory governmentts polleles were described as the
varl6us ar&s of an oetopus - the anskler was to slay the octopusr
(Butr of .course, most ol' those lToryr pollctes could ber and r+ere,
1n essentlals eontlnued by a Labour-governrent....)

Durlng urlnter 1973-4r the illGts agltatlon for rGeneral Strike 1to klck the Torles outr-becane hysterieal. hhen an eleclLon rn'as
called, the General Strlke agltatlon uas ccntlnued with tlie
argunent that General Strlke aetlon wouLd help beat the iorles at
the polls. The ellnax was reached,.when the electlon resuLts rrere
annoil:cetl and ileath hesltated a couple'of .days before rgslgnlng.
The II{O .lssued a hroadsheet calllng for a GeneraL $trlke and for
the tebo.r:r Part11 to lgnore i{eath &nd selze'.power rullateraLl-y.

, In fke ulth the theory ti:at tl:e Tcry g.c','.ernr.erit rras the cnly
pc,ssible governi:er:t fcr the bour;ecislel .for '.several rcnti':s ln 19il+
the Il,lG eornpared the new La.bour Bovernru,ent to the Allende government
ln Cnile. l

A btg minority lnslde the IUG opposed the hysterlcal heariltrie-
every-1lsue use bf l'General Strikb- to klck thE Torles outr - a.id
also'proposed, a dlfferent rattronal-lsaticn of, 1t. fhey proposed a
paraLl-el-- agltatlon for cSr.rnclls gE Egll€g. I'he General Strike.shoutdtheibeprcposedffiffie-T6iGsoutandrep,1acethemby
agove.rnnentbased:onthosecorrrrc11sofaetl.on.

Thls l,as, 1n Trotskyrg wordsr "tto try to appeese the h'trnger of
today ulth the,dLrnner o.f tcmorr6wlr. Horrr caJl.l,,'e caLl on uofkers to
strike a,Il-out ,to,glve powerto eounclls whteh donrt yet exlst?

However1tht.sIMsr,inor1t5rposlt1on.1s'asfarasIeansee,
the only alternatlve eghpfent verslo! of rOeneral- Strlke to klck
the Tocies outf to thilEIf rtrenera1 StrLke.for e general eleetlont l

verslon. The USLts I'resent posltlonr'1t seers to ne, 1s a sort of
mlxture betueen the $Lt and IMS mlnorlty posl'tions.

_: _r_i . P. :



I3 1O5 - Desrent to the pits!
I3 1O5 is a wonderful exauple of the level- of tlistortion to which

Carofan ,(withrpresumablyrthe entlorseuent of the ECrsince the document
is rby Cbrolanrfor the ECtt) has norv sunk.
Befoie the suspension of the faction over 5O members of the Ireague

signecl'a cal-l for a specia.l eonference to discuss the internal
sj-tuation - preeisely-beeause we foresaw expulsions'being pushed.
through without any opportunity being given the membership to reaeh
its own conelusion after fu11 clebate on whether the fusion was dead.
At the speeial NC on 51st Itlarch I movetl the resolution from S.IJ.Iontlon
braneh ealling on the NCttnot to expelror start procei:dings of expulsion
against the faction without full eonsultation with, the membershlp.rl(I moved the motion sinee the 2 I{C'members of that branehrCallaghan
and ColLinsrdeclinecl to clo so.Neither Callaghanrwho ori-gi-nalIy supportetl
the resolutionrnor ColLins - who abstaj.necl - have explained why they
eame rou4d to voting for suspensions on Jlst It1arch.Collins has even
written 6n I3 which-does not-raisc this question).
In additi-onrParsons moved the resol-utlon from Coventry branch ailong

simll-ar lines v''hieh incl-ucled the clause ttWe call on the NC to oppose
any expul-sions before the speeial conference has discussecl the lnternal
situationtt.-A; -;;11:d 

proee.:ding with suspensionsrrcjeating thcse resolutions, -the lrTC majority also ignorecl the call for a spceial conferenc., signed_ -.

by well oier tirc requiSite 25/" of the memberslrip.The resol:.t]:" passecl- .,
says: _irbiie- eonstitution stipulates that when 25f" of the members want ,,-a

special confercnce it-shall bc held.Th5.s NC believcs-that-th"^ fpiritof tfre constitutlon - the spirit of thc class strugglc.e+d of tevoLut-
Lonary gofshevism - allows tfre NC ai,recrtain lceway in lnterprettng
ifr"-"6.,stitrtion to take account of major events i-n the class struggle

'i1ike the minerst strike,
:,-O$-ttre-question cf a ecnferencerthe NC thereforu resolvcs to brr--ng

'fo{*""0 tne O*t" of thc regular eonferenec (at which +{ri'1es9}1tion,
}o;ffi;ts-ete. ean be putrind a new ItrC will be eleeted)r[he 1984

"""i"=""ce 
of 

- tfre WSf, *if i be held not more than 6 weeks after tEhe

end of ttre min"""t "trif<"lo=-rr"t 
later than 5 months after March J1st,

whl-chever falls the soonest.rl
1he red herring of the , miu'ors t strike, continually brought i3. *9 a

treasonr fcr nof, holding a conferenee is shetr demagogYlThe histgry
of our *or"*o*i t"r-ii-ieist,the healthy sidc cf it)lPgl*qts holdiug
a founding ccnference cluring-3. rGlr.oluI+op (Germany f918-19) anO
a"ri"s i fio"id-r"=-(5ui--usa"rg+orat wtricrr,ilci-dcnta1ly?Ihc_opposition
w"ro ioi cxpuff"Oru'ien tho-ugh thcy opposctl defcnce of-the q-*vle}.
Union ln an- imperialistt wai) . The" impltcation (a. 1le ! ), is .t}ut those
calling for a special conferenee are not intcrtisted, iir working around'
the minerst Jtiitu.ih" point has been made scveral times that if
the NC majori{V-wu}* so-frrcn .rn wgr3in$- arouncl thc minersr strike
{h;/ stro"ia chbrrse such *.ii*" tc toar fhe orgeni-satiglt.apart'
l"t.r return t6iiB fCil.,tft6, ""jeeting 

resclutions calling for no

""p"f"ions-before 
eoniuren;;';ii;i reieetins Ih" eaLl for a special

eonferencerCarclan. th.'n u.tiutip.t" to *pu Trotsky agai'nst those
who arc.stil1-atieinpting tO-pievent thr, r{recking of ttre idsfi as if
we wante..,, wsi policjr clrEiara'by rcferendurnl.,Carolan hae the auclacity
to quote t In Dcf encc of Iviarxtsmr :

rrfnsteaci of a conventioil-it-i" sufficient tc introduce a counting
of ].oeal votesli



q:l

a

ComraclesrWE called for a eonventionrthis was rejeeted by the NC

majorityrTrotsky quotes cannot be used tc te11 us that bLaek is
white!Carola"n ha.s-aecused the faction and cthers of lies and Cist-
ortionsrdoesntt such a blatant and gross ilistortion of events stick
in the colleetive guI1et of the EC?

$Iaste of llime?Apri.l 14th - A

The resolution passed' March 51st says that the suspenciecl members
will be ttgiven Cue constituticnal notice that a motion for their
expulsion will be brought to the ITC on April 14th. 'rIB 105 now says
something completely different:.[his docurnentrenc]orsed by the EC,
states quite clearly:nUntil the conferencerthe NC Cecisioc stanclsrr,
Not tthe EC reeommenclerroo it is quite explicit - tthe clecision stand.st
Carolan abolishes the role of the NC at the stroke of a perre

When Ommission beccmes Distortion.
fn the extremel-y eynical f building the WSlt seetj.on of I3 105

Carolan writes ttlhe- second part of the March ,1 NCrcliscussing the
minerst strikerwas the most fruitful politieal cliscussion we ha<l had
for a very long time.rl
What Carolan racei.clentlyt fails to mention is that Cunlifferwho has

been attacked at least as mueh as the factionris calle,i a satellite
of the faetionrand whom Carolan hopes will eventually leave with the
factionitrevyrwho is cleserj-bed as the Fenner Broekway of the league;
and myself (broad-chureh Trotskyist rplebi-seite mongererrwholemeaL
lifestylist?) were present for that C,iscussion and took an active
part in thet cliseussion.fhe impressS-on j.s given that once the
troublemakers had gone we could get down to tfruitful political
c]iseussi-ont.How 1s this so if some of thertroublemakerst were sti1l
present?

?ostscri to fllareh 1s

Two events relat ed. tc the special NC of lutarch 51st should make
'some members think about
uajority has rea1ly been

ust hol rlghteous anc'i honest the NC
n this whole affair.

j
L

1) ft was arranged in advance that the locks would be changed. at
the eentra and ior various comrades to be present t for securityr
bef,ore any decision was taken by the NC.

2) Objections were macle at the NC thatron arrivalrwe were handec]
a rlocument(fB 99) eontaining a 2000 word resolution on the suspen-
sions,Jones chaliengecl it on ttre basis that the EC of Thursday-
zgt]n March had. been tolci that 'a resolutj.on may arise Curing the
course of c-',iscussion at the NCr ,&rrc1, that none was yet written.This
was not ilenied.Is 99 harCly a.rose cluring the ecurse of discussion!
Hill toLl me after the NC :ihat the resolution was written on the
tr?iday.In fact there are two wj.tnesses to the faet that this
reeolltion was being produced(not merely written! )at the eentre
on Thursday 29th ne'foie the EC ' toc;k plabe.lflho are the tiars ancl
deceivers?bfre only possible explanation for thj-s und'erhancl way of
operatinE is that- Carolan and -others were scared of the mernbers
(ineIuc1iile EC ancl NC members entitlecl. to see resoLutions in advaace
of the wC) being aware of their plans before the NC

GuntherrBrent 12/4/e4
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