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THE GENERAL  STRIKE
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Discussion articles from the pre-fusion joint discussion bulletin,
by Cunliffe and Kinnell.
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'IB 105 — descent to the pits', by Gunther




The ICL oprcsiticn tc the dermaznd "Goneral Strike to Kiek ou
cs" is coupled with the advocacy of a General Strike - tc

. . theo
1 o Y.
imited, specific goals, such zs repeal of anti-union lews cr the

Y et

So wrile arguing trat a call -to remove the gcvernment "limits" -
the cutcome of a General Strike in advence, the ICL in effect
impose & far more restricted perspective tn the very cenpeign for

a General Strixe, n

Yét expcrience even in recent years (France in Key-June 1968;
the confrontaticn over the Fentonville dcockers in 1972; the Labcur
government's repeal cf the Irdustrial -Relations sct, in the face of
a rational strike cell by the ‘UEW) has shown that governments will
= urder certzin conditions —~ moke corcessicns on prccisely such.
limited questicns as vzges or perticuler picces cf legislaticn in
order to head off 2 General Strike =nd rerszin in office to regroup
ar.d vzge further attocks.

These struggles have. alsc confirmed that ‘the trade union burezuc-
racy itsclf gces to great lemgths to restrict the demearnds of the
gerersl strike movement to specific, limited. derands on eccromic
questions: or. on particulzr anti-unicn legislation, This wos the
cazse for instance durirg the miners' pay struggle of winter 1973~k .

he solidity cf the ccticn zard the growing mess solidarity of ihe
wnrkers! movemert were the factors that forced Heath to seck a
Gereral Blection to prepszre the grcand for a full-scale confrontaticn.
The- niners refused te ¢3ll off their strike durirg the electlion )
carpeign, end eventuelly cerneluded their desl with the rewiy—-elected
wilsen goverrment, But throughiut tte sctinon, it has ncw been '
eor.tirmed, Gormley zrnd the UM Tesders were shzmelessly in ¢
craticn with the Henth goverimernt, secking 2t 211 costs a Iov
cn pay which would heve crehled the Tories to settle znd remein in
offices Wie can see a similar case ] €
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+the steel strike of 1980. While

in

urieon leszéers in BL ard othcr publilec szctor pay reviews struggled

to prevert any sinultanecus sirires thao nmight cxtend towards a

genersl strike, and the TU zcved in tc wnife the Gensral Strike

o211l cf the Velsh TUC, the ISTC 1lchders themcelves rattled Lo

sepsrate the issue of wiges ard i~be, They Xrcw 2ll too well -het.
stem

+
certain ccncessicns could be secured on the pszy issue - but to
the slaughter cf jobs meant to reverse the Tcry strategy for the
irdustry - effectively defeat the govermment, : A

Such ccnscicus meves tc limit worxers' struggles to issues which
cen be tactically corceded by a capitalist government form the
cornsistert traditicn of the British (and every nther) lzbour
bureauerzcy. The crucial wezXness of the 1926~Genersl Strike was
precisely the determinsticn of the TYC lecders to confire the strugsle
to eccricmie demsrds; their refussal to put forwsrd any call for 7o
rercval of, the Ealdwin gcverrment; and the fzilure of the Compunist
Psrty and left buresucrzcy to sffer zny. political alternztive to the
trezchery cf the Gereral Council. The ICL' point out in their
namphlet (p13) that the 1926 strike committees in County Duarhcom
ferTectively took centrel cf their zrea" - but leove cub the fret
+het the limited demznds c&nd lozdership of thrt strixe lecd to its

o

defeat.

Tr, oup view it is the cbstruction of political develcrrent
by the lzkour bureaucracy yrich is a primary obstécle to the develop—
~ent of mass struggle on 2 scale sufficient to bring down the
Tcorics. We sccept that in real terms a General Strike will
srise rot from scne sbstract ard artitrary decision by the whole
working class, but from the externsicn of & particuilar struggle or
wave of strugzles (with thelr cwn specific =ard limited dcrmords). But
we consider it essential to reise - in the context of our struggle to
spre2d and gerneralise such scticr. - the need to bring dcown the
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It is necessary 3lso to raise propngonda for tne kind or

srgrnisaticn needed by thé werking class te frrece.not only thoe 3«¢ b
of the Tﬁru government, but ols> preprre for ihe nccessel strureles
5giinst L inccming Lebcour government; to spell cut the_xlnd of

“snel alist ph¢1c1es reeded by the working class, znd o draw Trom

i)

these a series-of demonds to be rzised urder L

It is ncchSary 2lgo in this context to counterpose thc sipgrn cf
a werkers' goverrment, rooted in the movencnt of the ns BCS, to & ©
further repetition cf *b ‘1lscn/ nllaghan govertments.

3ut unless we spell- cut & perspcetive for extro-parliamentary o
mass action by the «rking class te bring 2eown the Tery goverrnent,
begin to feel their indbpcrdcxt~strurg+h 28 2 clzss, d@nd press hore
the fight fer their demsnds, such socislist gywp iganda becomes
sirply empty rhetoric, cr & sirnct yfveuflpthrS for sction ¢ ftcr
the 1984 election, | o S

Trdeeéd it is sppropriste to turn the guesticn srcund. The ICL
use the. qlcgan "Baot Cut thb Tories's. Do they rnot heve an gbligntirn
to explain t» the worxvrs rovement just whe is to' do tha booting,
by what means, ur .der what conditions,,: end . ex €Xo ctly %h‘u we prcpese to
replzee” the booted ouﬁ capitalists? Surely the vMSx or esnnot be (-
very different from the cnc embodicd in thb VSL's slngans,

the Torics con siuply

sbhour PCVLPﬁr-tt.‘
-

Ve must crrbat the reformist delusion thzat ’
be pressured ints a chﬁngc of line, cpr that rcforms can be won -
Tor the'\orking cla withecut mass-zetion to defeata this goverrnente.
This is rncw being SdVEnCLd s a perspoctive by Feoples Narch leaders,
Heffcr—q*ylehlcfts.‘rd mide 13yers of the lsbour burenucracy. Wc .
rust spel 1 cut that whin we 0311 {or moes e2tion to duefeat the
Torics we nre rct sinply enlliing for chtrbr'ﬂi_, S00-strong ong-: ff
icr»nstr'tlbp, fer gwﬁlfl--s or fcr protost stoppeges, but for all-cut
Servral Strike acticn.with the firm ob*acti ve of swi :eping this
gavornment from office. . ‘ R o o

If the Torics undcr such ccrditicns wers to cnll zn olecticn, -
they would do so not freom o position fo ctrongth but of HEAKNEST Wi
do not '‘call for a Genernl nluntl(,:_but,ae would not oppese one iD
it werc czlled. We weuld press for the e¢lzss setion to corntirue .o v
during the tclection, redm blc cur efforts to develop the indepe orddnt.
strength and crganisztion of the vorking clzss { councgilsg of =2ctian, _
cccupatisn commitiees, cte), seek mesns to drive the eﬁg: betwger the’ I

forvard-moving workibg clzss 2rnd its reluctont Menders” 1 in the . |
uniions and the Labour Party, build our cwn revolutlonary forecs, dnd
sceX to crezte the most fovourable conditions to press home the
struggle under whatever govermment emergsd from thm olectﬂﬂ“.

e sce no resson to be afrzid ef the *OQSIbIllty that o Gerneral:
ceticn may be c2lled to defuse our . -} Ge reral Strixe. %b":cc
hor a dan wger . in failing te put forugrd zn cdcguste prliticnl
rspcetive in potentl 31 General Strike situationg the ECVOrTEent -
cnould orce zg herded sn exterded lease of life by the unicen:
barosucrtoy aying the rolc of the CP in 1925 -~ offcring
r.0 surious political slternctive to the limited domonds dT the
refermists. B
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aAfter a discussicn cn
a brief ncte ou tlﬁa;r* ey
for the liaison committ

T {1_‘.8 "I
BS's points.
Further reading: Vor
Strikes; Rosa Luxent: irg
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1o MARXISM ALND THE GEVE

RAL STR

ﬁi

In the 19th century, the gereral st

and utoplans, and the Marxists wer
"In the Bakuninist / an

lever for
the worte

strike 1is the
fine morni

rike was the slogan of anarchlstis
e sceptical, Zngels wrote:

iarchist_/ progranme, a general

unleasning social revolution. Cne
rs in all the industries of a

‘e -.U&a

countL,, e*e% of the whole world, stop wcrk and, in four
weeks at mﬂxlzww, cbligze the ruiLng classes to

surren Fer, or to attzcx the vworrers, thereby gilvirng the
latter the richt to deilend therselves and use thi
oh“srtxniby to tear down the whole of the old scciety.. -
/&{ut 7 it was reccznised by all that a complete
organ visation of the werking class and a ull Kltty
were rnecessary. 1nis indsed was the problems On  the

crie hand, the governcent, =ssrecially If encourasgs i

olitieal shstenticrien, will never allew the or.
or the funds of the worrers to go o fary znd on EANT
other rand the political zctiors and abuses of the ruling

lasses will promote the guancipaticn of the worxers

long before the proletarist nanzges to achleve this ideal
organisaticn and this vest reserve funds And if 1t did
have them, then 1t would rot need to resort to the
general strike to achleve its purpose"

('The Bakuninists At Work!')

In the early 2Cthn century, Reosa Luxenburg, basing herself on the
experience of the Russian Revolutlon of 19CH and also the Felglan
weneral strikes for voting rights, arzusd that Engels' zssessrert
was now out-cf-date and cne- Siﬁeé. Frigels was right as against the
ararchists, she saidj but the real development of the mass strike
movements outstrips toth the amirchists! conceptions and Engels!
ohjiectiocns.

"Tn a word, the mass strixze, as ghown to us by the
Russlzan FRevolution, 1s not rafty rmethod discovered Ly
subtle reascning for the pu se of uwzkirng the proletar-
izn stracgle more effective he Va?ncﬁ of zotion

of the prolsiazri LASS, form of the
proletarizn strurgle in

Consequently the tasik of Marxists s not ke mass strike
cn the calendar on an appol day", buts

"T5 give the cue for, ard the direetlion to, the fighty
to so regulate the tactics of the politiecal struggle in
its every rhace znd zt iis every rmomant that the entire
sur of the availarle pecwer of the proletarist which is
already relessed and zctive, will find expression 1n the
tattle srray of the party; to see thai the tactics of
the scclisl denoccrats fees Marxists are decided
according te their resolutercss and acuterness and that



