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RASIS OF RT:VOLI]TTONARY ORGANISATION:.I,VO 
R K IiR T.EAD*:R SITP' OR MARX TST POT,TTdS?,'

"lf i1\ just n&as then cverybody is eqr8l.
lf you build rtr the movernent, you need a
record, if you are going to do any Beriorrs
recruitment aDd build h the movsment".

Smith, March 10 NC.
This wls Sndlh's response to ihe

insistedce al tjre NC that tbe faction
lsadrrs nrust - if ttey wi$ed to remain
in il}e organisalioa - int€grnte themselv-
es into the leading cornrdfte€6 ar equrh;
thcy could oot denrand aut[ority rs
t lisounlc lrorkcr leaders' oyer and
above fiqir powcrs to convince by
ratioral argument.

James P Cannon replied to ifuilar
attitud€s in 1952 as follovs:

"Still l€&s did I expect to soe a
groupiog st uttirg around in the p(ty
demanding qlecial consiileradon becausc
tltcy'are 'tradc ur)jouist!:. What,s €xcep-
tional abrrut &at? There are fdteen
ndlion {rcde-urfariists in tlris country,

'r but not quite so inaoy revcflutionists. hrt
the rcvoludonists arc the ones who count
with us".
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of rcvdutionaries,, by I*nin

Ilx&rpts frorn 'Tltt Slruggle for a Proletarian Parr;,'eo the 5nte[ectwjs and the workers,. antl qru
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It ir e pmfound uirtale to imaginc that a ftaction in aircraft 08.or. o.hr ildu.Ey will b.rr,t thc Drrsy ir t . A"S;;ilih:oil.ry: . rtsroDg D.rty nrcl.u+ :iri ;s-";ttr;;-;;;r.l[.riX 
luild. rtc nsi..xy ftactionr t" ihi. ird,,fi;;,fi

- oalt Eat La ti!r- 8ooDA. . . .

youn tatonra&r,
J. p. Cau-.a
Nrtiorul gott.ry

UNION TUONT OR PARTY WORK

Jouarry 8, 19.U

Ncr Yort
Drr Corrdor,

. . .Wo hcc he"*e ben sonlwlrt dircftid ty ths hm t Io
by your diocrrr*ioa of (ba rircnft cio rtio. Wo r*dvod rvcnl
'.dian on ma ridr of thir qundn ed hrd bm araiting a letlc
fmm Cooradc Cutil, . . . Horrver, viahoul havinf a rouaded
picture of lhe differtnccr of opinion anonS you, sa got the
jmpresron, froro the lcttcrs rc have rtceived and from the
,lairionr you hava made, of a onanided approach to t}e problem.
lYe rtitr i- particuler to thc deirion tlat the party organizer
ruust be mobiliz€d for sorl in ea airplene plant

It ie one thiBS ta contrrrt 6o induetrial and rade union
orieatatiou to r bad rocid compooition in the party snd etr
excluaively propagandietir acivity. lile could count a campaign
along thee line ar progorivc cven if, ae is uoually the case, a
celrLin ovsr€Ephreir ie ernploycd lo bond the rtick baclward. It
ir romcihiag ebe agein to pu.h lb ehop and uaioa ori.,ntation at
the expeor of thc party epprnE . Such a line is fahe from tho
loint of yier of lriuciph ra rcll er practicel roultr lllithsut thc
p8rty, tr.dG uaion rorl cndr ia opportunirm and futility; snd
sitlout s drory Do(U rDp.raaD t}cco cen bc oo party in tlre
BoLhriL an o( tlo ?o.d. . . .

tgl

JAIIES P CANI{ON: lrner to tho f.6 AagcLl Bnnph of thc &rialirt
Wo*crs hrty, ,uurry 19.41 .

lttr tq* b rcproducd hrrs cxrctly as tt I to bc found la thc booe of
sq=l tlts fr@ tbc G.rry 'l(}, ah. Sod&t yo&'3 hlry i
World Yrr 2',

. It lr rcptntcd hcrt ia thc ho!! rt'at ir rU rtocLm cmlr(Lr dro
l"T PI drcduceted by Smfthl md loocrl d.@.so!lc tatfrrc.dtr$ip' irloologr into rctui[y $ n}l'lt rbout th, fii, md totorrdlot tDc dt[ ltror h tblr bulbtin wit[ ttc crre Oray dsra.

For $rdth rtr(l loncr thc tndr unton rtnrgglc &i tn, U.i"t i.f
strug8le gcnerally ls ptated nruch higher than rf ,"rotutio*r, o"
They see the parry rs an appendage of the trsdc orioo 

"^cgl., "I, 
iiu

trade union srruggle as one fronr in the class strugSle *h;t ft" ;"flymust try to iolegrllc into a coherent stficry and lee,l,
Nore that thls letter of Canaon's wJ guidance from the Syp,s

s.rrctary as to how lhc pafty ihould implcment thc ideer Trotrkv
sdyoc{ted ir l94o end bcforc about .r wordng class oJ""i".i* _lil1
vhich the cornrrdcs nos, usc Es a li,cancc to dow:tgndc tltc oartv and rlt
rb:r.mz*es ..bc party hi€h.r than rhe tr.d. union irugdc.

NTc tllat Catrnon rejecB thc intirPtitstoo of .i orientarjon, u
meaning thrt trade union tpotk i, morc inportatrt th.N[ th€ party
rpplratu. Notc rhrr, in keeping vith our baric notioo O"t O" L.ao
urion strug&le b rchtivcly spont ncour, ur lc Oe prrty hsr to ba

:,Hi"S,, constructed, l. oy" i" cfroct thar fo, ri" ,'.*furi*"j
m ru[t, thc party come6 firs1.

Sxat&r f,,:x. \. ;4tur b tlu lot At,gcb Iml of ,i. SII?.
fuIi,. ol ,lu L*U urr,t a$ b ,r.afu C tlu Na.Aot.l
&rniar.



IN TIIE centre of much of the conflict
we have had in the organisation frrr ovcr
two yea$ has been the question of the
place of workers and indusirial militurx
in the League, and particularty in its lead-
orship.

One sectiol of the organisation _-

&nith and Jones aad t&eir allies * claim
to repr€seat the working slass in tbe
organisation, and as industrial rnilitnnts or
recent ex-industrial Dilitants to havc a
special place in the leadership. They
denounce much of lhe organisatiofl as
potty bougeois and not interested ir the
working chs, etc.

Because we refus€ to acoept that the
rest of rhe oryadsationt ;rembe$hip and
loadiog committees are obliged to cletbr
to the 3elf-proclaim€d \xorker leadersfup'
(Smith and Jones), they spread the ludi.
crous slander that we are hosiil€ to the
working class membeft in Oxford and
els€where.

For a start, the facts tell a different
tale. OD thc NC tbrmed in July l98l
there wcre certainly more industrial
workcr$ aad trade udon militants from
the I-CL rhan ftom the old \ySL WF and
the I.CL had published a sizeable number
of iodustrial newspapers (sreel, hospira.ls.
docks...) in the early ,70s, and at rhe time
of fusion was publishing a number of
regular factory brdletias.

Th9 issue can ot be resolved by an
appeal to individuals, .credentials'- It
mu$ t€ discrrssed honcrtly, politically,
and without demagos/.

MARXIS,' AND TIIE WQRKINC':
CLAS.S .-- :

IN'IR{)DITCFION

il;rrb*.

th€ .ttntgglc f<I socialis:l tljri. the !,ork-
ing class iirusi be amied with triar^._r,sm
ard J Marxi$t prrtv. Thc existing lahriur
movement nlust be r'almed ilith
MarKism- And it is a fafi tlut rhe
idcas of Marxisrr come fr.om outiide the
wr:rking clas and have for many rlecacles
now been divorccd froln the nass cl' the
working class, the properiy ol small,
oft en nriddle-clas groups-

So the question arises ofhow Marximr
is brought to the working class. and bol'.
the existing :nainly midtlle.class llarxist
groups relate to the workir;g clris:; ]lltl
mtegrate woxkerE into meabershif and
inro ieaderslrip.

IUrnr iolr;'3lss lxnuy ao.tut,Trorsrv-s
Jqr40 comments ,rc tb, class compusrtiort
ol. the US Sw? as if Trorsl{} were a wjgirr
'workerist' who aiivocated that the pefty
Corvngadc itself, its aspirjlions, a,ril :rs
ldstoric role.

_Trutsky tlii wrir.,: '.The partl l:rs
orl\, .t minoriry ef genuine lrr.tory
worl-en... The rror-proletatil, elcincnts
represent a vely leressary ]ea$, al1d I
betere glat we cair bc proud cf rlie !a()odquality of these elements... Bur... ,rur
party can be inundatcd b). non.prr,letr,-
ran elemsnts ald can ettn lose trr
revolutionalv cftaIactgl. The task is
naturally trot to pr€yeflt the inllux ol.
i$tellec,luals by artificial $rethodr.._ bur
to orientate practically ill rhe organisa_.
tron lowards rhe Iactories, the sr ri.i.er,
lie unions:.

The unbrealtable condilion

candiriate and atter snother thjee moDthi
expelled frorn the pnrti..." ('r,- rrr..,r,

Bui he also wote: L !t1\r.r','!,

-"11e tiede unions 21v7355 c1s61,..
culture mediuln for Onptltunisi ile,ra
tiolrs. Ineyit?bly we rlill run up agai .

this qoesljon itl orre of the next st 1.rr.
And as a matter of hisloric i:i;r- i

layer oi the S\1? 1;56 tlrat T,Jrsi,, r
Canrlon based iheuselvcs on in Igqi; v.,:
llre laver which desered TrorskYis,I .,,
'Pablo;sm' .in I gS j. To pur tlrr. i9.10 di
c{s$ons into perspective },ou necd also : \
re.'d irow tha( p{ticuLu ston u,,Lcr!
.195j ('anrctr ,nade a spc,ech _ ..liri-.
Unionistr arrd fuvoluriooists'_ \LiUci. iI
oi imnense \?hie en this point-

' lltc carCina! ide:a that flre re.iiui;orr,
ary organisation does rrot .'comriirr:d the
workers brt-.. help them', is cr.itrrai tir
tire work of the Lergle.

As u.e'r,e seen, rhe I-CL,rtryF rrie.l io
lollow Trotrkl's adyice, and pui (Jut titc"
ior) parers afi,l bdleths such as Trotrkv
si,BqesreC stariing virr., a serics ,,, J,,r.
hcated paIlipidets on the Mar!.ir€Jrer
docki. during tie historic frght .rgarr,st
the reorgar)i$alion ol. the porfs baeL ir,
Igf)?. ln prircli,.i rnd not jusr in w.r. Js
wc hale drvl] i secn it Js eentrdl ,o r(.
,lerclonrnerrr ol thc orgallisntion riat _

sJiuuld girr such .help' ro its pr(rlr.Liriirn
r'lcu.bets. and to its nOo.pr,retafirn ilrsin.
bers. t., \york slound the facron,.

The idca tfur.don1 curnl:,nd rb.
rrorkcr_s, help then. mearrs: .don,t r:orr
down Snrith tsd Jon?s on the i(:ai:li",fl
cornmittees, det-er {c Lhern', i. ,e,, , , :'
ently ridiculous. Dur Jhat's thc n,. .,.
you are supp,)srd'to accep! when SmiLt
arrd Jun(i reft' to ..wha: 

Tl ots,iti.- rrtd j,
19.10".

Snrirh 3flJ Jofles ale^ rot (aw t\,$rke!\
'rfl.. ,or tltc Lr;<rital a#zirs ufrhe L,rag,,. .

dre iact dtat the-v lre cn ex-tvorker onr
worker hss no weight or irrpo,rrr rr,
wltntlrlel'er- Jaotes p Cagnop put it \i sll
rvheri the 'hirloite' rmde unionist$ rn th(
SWP LISA delrai)ded a spe,.jiai stu .!s ll
rhe SWI in ] qjz/i:

. "Stf,l .iess did I q16gq1 (o see c !,,,rt,.
utg ltrutting aroufid in the Frrty den.rr,i
rn8 special consideration becausr rcv :u.
'tra.le u isr{$ts,. Whot,s excepriLrrl;,,

It is common groun(t rhat .thel working
chs ir it the cefitre of our historicai
perspective ard ou( cooceptio[ af soca]_
ism. The industrial working clas is ar the
hesrt of our everyrlay concorus. We see
rh€ direch action ioaustrial strugSle as the
Ueblood of socialist politics. Our central
immediate project is the building of a
revolutionary party of, in, and iy the
working clas.

Buf &at does 
:not 

exftaust the
quesuon.

It is r&o centr3l to our conception of

should. be: not io comnrand th€ work,
ers bul only to ]relp tircrn, to gle .hem
suggesttons, to arm them u.iti rjic;,cts
idets. fador1, papers. llp("..ral leal:e,l
afld SO un...

"l continue 1(] be of &e opinior thiiryoti have too n)ary pe(y-bollrlr.rri
boys and girls who are yerr grr.,d or,,l
devglq6 ,a lJ|e narty, br.t who d.r l,*,,-
fuLly realise that their dutv is nor to dr.r,
cuss alnong thc]ll6elves, br.!t Io penalrJre
tnto the liesfi nrilieu of workers. t repcrr
my proposition: Every petty bourgeois
membcr of thc parry rvlri:r. dr:tnr.t
certais tirnc. let us say riuee or sir
l]lorths, does troa win a worket iol.th..
p3rl.y- should tre dernolc<i to the rar)-{ oi



about tlrar? Thde are fifteen rrliilion
trede unionfutx in this country, but not
quite Eo many revolutionists. But tie
revolutionists aro the ones who count
with us".

Cannon vas r€fcring lo the central
core of the SlVP,s industrial workcrS _
the self-sdme people whom he together
$,it} Trotsky had clumpioned and pra.is_
ed in I940 a"rinst pmplo like Bumham.

When he wrote about how to apFoach
new worters, Tiotsky wa8 not tsthing
about Sftith snd Jonesl They are political
militants of mary yea$ standing (Smith
joincd the SLIrqRp in 1966, Jones in
1963). Ihe ides that such psrry members
hrve privileges inside the party has essen-
tially notring 1o do with the relatiooship
of the party to thc.vorking clesr, nor
ev€m with the idea tlut special provisiors
rhould be made for the education of
wotkers rccruited to an orSenisation
compoGed maioly of p€try borjrgeois or
white colhr rvorters.

lf after all thcse 1,ears Smilh and Jones
hiw not lerrnt fiough to bs able freely
to functio[ In t]re organisation. what
reasoo is there to think that the;- ever
wiU? No, their 'dsmnd' here, if you
tldnk about it, is for tlemselves to be
the measure of rll thing for tle orgrnis-
ation - permrnently.

Their demand, zuppo*dly gountled
in what Trotsky wrote in 1940, tBralates
fu the world of real politicd telationrhips
into the danand rhat thc ko$te be
organised around themselves.
That's wllat it all comes down to- .

A,s a matts of fact end 6f Smith's and
Joncs's oun expcriencc over the last aifie
years, t}tir is not lhe wly td rccruit and
organise workeg. into a . 

revolutionary
orgadsation- lryhat is most remarkable
abo{rt $nith's.uid ionest record over
that tirne is their 

-faiture 
10 recruit

workers. Think. of lhe prblicity, the
central part the corrader played in
big strugglss aad,.in the union, and the
failrlle to rdcTuit work.Ir is pletty
rcnrarkable .

Smith w l ncver unde$tand it, but the
rort of yrorkedsn hc stands for appeals
primadly to petty bourgeois tefiists and
romafitics. It has a limited attraction for
workers. More, it will repel lnost s6lf-
respecting worters.

The scdous militants wlro come over
to us vrill know - unles they alc stupid,
or disoriented by llle flattery of pctty

bourgeois workedrts - that they need to
develop. Tlre notion of Etewing in ihcir
or n \orkerist' nercissism will repel cuch
workers. For them it t[iII contmdici ite
whole point of giyinS thet rim€ and
eD€rgy to the porty - to tit Ecend lhe
limitatio8s, and outp:ov the fultcuectual' mutilation. whicrl capit.lirt society
irnposcs on worken

That is done tfuough the orgurisadon,
which is the bearer of wGking clesf Marx-
irt politics an{ culture.

Workers will expsct and denund thet
the organisation do€s not yaste their
time in endless hconclusive talk; tlut in
the course of educating then it r.onducrs
its affairE so aE not to make things more
difficult for the not-yet<ducated; that
no effo* is spc$d to involye &em in rhe
affairs of the party; and so oo .

Smiti's notion of how t}e worker
relates to tlre party y,iu fo, most s€riouE
working clas militsts contradict the
v€ry point of bcing in the party both
from the colleclive clas$ point of view
(bufldiug a revolutionary MARXIST
paro,) and from their immediate peNofial
inlercst in leaming and developing.

Whcn you have ideas like Smith\ .rnd
Jones's domirunt in the organisadoo oB
trfu qucstion, ir is tho6c ryorkers wjro do
come into tlre organisation who pay for
it. Tte Cowley group is lhe proof of it.
!d8ny times over &e last 2% years !,ariouE
of us have tried to get these contrades
involvcd in.writing for the papei, speak.
mg al ,nectings, etc. Eadr timc Smith has
blocked : no. he seys, illat is toc diffi_

' cult for thenr.
The comndes are lefi livinr.in dre

*adow of the supcrsrars. They rto not,
on_ the whole, relate directly to 6e oig_
anisation, lrhich could educate lhsi and
integrate thern. They ret2te to Smith and
Jones .- who can do neithet, Whsse
conception of v&at itt all about curs
against th€m. B?ro llatter the Cowley
worken, poison them againEt .rhe tuli-
time$, intellectuals and ps€udo.
itrtcuectuals', and at the 6am€ time $alrd
squerely acroES tlese comrades'pa0u of
d€velopment, btotting out ttre iight of
i&r:dst irclitics from them.

_ - Sndfl's and Jores's ,vorkeri$n, 
is

for- the petty ,bowgeois- It repels mosr
serious worker6, and it has slunted ard
will stunt the development o, tho6r it
ooei not rcpel.

kiviiege and arogance at the top arq
inel'itably aocompanie,S by subsar,-ie;:((
and submisrion tr the bottont - as thc
orlter side of the regime they dem3nI i)l
rvhich the rcst o{ us should have to tiei'er
to the lorker leadership'.

The notion tlBt sonrEone who
speud.r her or
his life working for tlre organisadcrt ar

sub-poverty wages. is so mol"ll.v-. inf.riu
to the proletadans Smith and Jones rhal

ffhe (together witli all League pert) h\-iul
geois. id with working class professior::.,
revolutioraries, like myselfJ har to dei,:r
to tbem ou political questions aboui
which s/hc may know nlorc tltan drcy do

. - th3t is a groteFque, anri.Marxin norior:.
, With zuch ideas it is impossihle rr:
build a revolutionary party. Trotsky'r t$:l
Cannor's atacks on intellectuals iiii,
James Surnlram give no errcturragelliiili
to suci notions. Quite the oppost,
Burnham i* attaeked for his lack cl
sericrusness ard bi8 dilettantism lor,,r-r,ir
the organisalio - Cannon reproaches
Bumham with not urnmitting hinrscii
sufficiently to the organisa don ,i r

witlr putting too much into it, or i,r,r
daring to defend his onn opinio:u ag:r;...
the proletiriafl Cannon- (Th,..rrr3)r ai,_, .,i
ing to Smith a,d Jo[es C{ Dor wla-( iv
ticn uo longcr a proletarian).

Ths truth of rhe rnatier is tit,1l SEiit]]
is ihe r€qrest thhg 10 J?$es Burnlanr in
tle learterdlrip of the organisition. Ile is
not l.university teacher, but llrat doeu
trot alter t}te essence.

Forget the tags and rumes, ald r.iiirii,
of the psycholos/. irnd the acrual poiiticai
arrl. persorul rehtiorls, Smith rciales lu
t[q: org*nisaiion :urd its lcadership as .:

dilettante. He_has been oul of the lar.:ior,.
nearly l8 nronths.- and instead of parrr
worii chooser jnstead to wite lii\
mernots t.r[ Cor{ley on the prurnire t r

half'prorrdse ifat it" would b€ made rnrs ,r

TV propanrrnc. The organisation was l,..rr
even consulted. Srrdth dems$ds deferencr
and lnr an arrogaat etfitude towar& tI.
org4nisatior,



.)

The general educational value of ihe

matcrial re?rinted in this bulletio is sclf'
cvidcnt. Iltrclcv&nce to the WSL wll also

bc obvious to the reader. You will se€

that it upholds the id€8s on this question

summarised in &e docum€ t 'Building
the WSL' (IB 50) - namelY:

' The League focuses on the \trorking

clsss and on its industrial end politicat

organisations. It tries to regulate itsell
and all tts membcs by the neerts of the

working class afld the rhythms of work-
ing class life, irsofar as thes€ are compct-
ible $'ith its central revolutionary
obj€ctive.

' The lrague tnmenes itsclf in and

espiles to le3d tll€ direct sction strugsl€6

of the class.

' The strategic gml of thc IJsgue is to
build a masc wo*ing class revolutioory
pany.

t The I-eegue aims to recruit workers

but not to pander to working class back-

wardncss.
t The l.eeguc aims to recruit workers

and to educate them as all-round Marxist
cadres who play a full tole i, the politicai
&liberations of the organisation. It lries
to structue its intemal [fe and its educa-

tion melhods to facilitate this.
r The kague is 8 party in vhich mili-

tantr from all class backgroundr are train-
ed ae revolutionary cadres.

t The League is based on an ideologic-

avpoliti6l E€.lecdon:of its membcrs, ard
hac a mitdmum level of commibneht and

active invohernont as a condilior of
membership.

t lnside the l-cague every mqnber is

equl to ev€ry other me4ber, and tlrcre
are no privilegd Pithi+ ole IJague or -
within its leadcrship. Tli"udt thc organ-
isatiotr may well m:akc ryecial provisions

to facilibte the linvptvenlent of worke{s;
though it ,nay well demind tho sort of
orientation that Trotsky talked of in
l94O for iti middl€dass menbers: the
party that bf(es these deiisions is a party
of equals.

MISREPRESENTAIIONS

Uke everytlring eke in the organisa'

tion, the question of workers and middle-
class people, itll-time$ ind intellectuals,
has beer badly snarted up and muddied
ov€r,

There are, I thinli, genuine fifferences.
As well as thit, Smith anri Jones [ave pre'

tensioni to personal status which they

try to justify by general ideas aboul lhc
role of workers in the revolutionary P{ty.

So wher€ are tlle ,]$Ierercas, and '*"hat
ue $eY?

The real dift'ereme is sbout *Ie party
and its rehdon 1(] the working clasr-

If you read the excerpts from Carmon
and lrnin it B perfecdy plain that al! rhe
meaaurer to orient to worken hlve u
their goal to win workers to the reyolu,
tioflary orgmiMlion oN ITS OWN
TERMS. It is flot to adapt the party's
idear, or its basic structure, so as to
agconrmodate onc or ma$y worken who
hck the comr lrngql, the potiri(:3i under.
stilCrr8; or 1or rvhatever reasol tjre
pIr*ti,,;il i;ostl]tlity, tu piry r roh nltlriii
n.

Nonc of this is to downgradc the

worki[g class or to bc hqtilc to sortcr'
in or around thc orgrnisation. Quite thr
oppocire. Thc rcyolutiotlet-v prrty is Lil.

berrcr, for now and until the workin;
class itself conrs dccisi!"lv on the sct-
.s fli&oru*ifnory "lrs, 

of &e histc .

rnision of thc working clas. lfle ere :

bcarer of a conceptior of the work:i
clas whictr is irr Euch conlrssr I

everydal'rerlity of the workirg cl:r'

unde, capilalism (and evcn. [rc.luen
of r working class in trade union suugi','
that qfnics and sceptics say lhrt \\'e .

ju6t ronl8ntics.
To detlcr to Smitit and Jones r'.t

whcn they derlrand I follorvin; '
muddled, lll-dovelop€d politics on i,!,

basi8 of a clrim to represenl \i,orker les(
ership', vould be to comp! onrsc th;'
hiftoric ask.

Their prctcnsios to perconal status

lcad 6rem not only to glorify themselves
' bul 8l5o to denounce their tnemies'. But

. inrt€d of honestly shtinS their owrr

id€$, and honestly md opcr y'dct'ending

thcir prete$ions 8!d chimi for thgm-

selv€6, they coYer over the isue and

express it in tsrms of (a) denunciations of
intellectuals (and paeudointellectuals),
and O) lyl!8 misrepretertatiorrs of our

attitude, podtion and tecord.
On the baris of the facls of our quite

long independent history, it would scem

liat there is little room for doubt about

the attitude of ex-WF/I{L Pcople to t}e
working clas and to the, working class

moYement, or about our orienlation to'it,
our willingness to build trsde uni6n frac-

tion8, our keenfles8 to recruit industrial

workeI$ into the t eague (or for tlut
matter to send colonists into illdustry)'

TodaY we a:e verY Prominent in the

pustr in the hbour Party lbr workplace

Lranches (anrl Smith denounce$ us fcr it)'
Anyone interested will find. thit in the

late '6(h we played a prominent part in
ts's efforts to tu{n the Vi€tnam solidadty

militafi8 and the middle claas lell in gen-

elal towatds the working class'

None of ilis is very sP€cl,cctla!' aEd

noMy .lainrs rhrt it is- (or was)' It is

proof, for anybod tf,ho qrles lo botltcr

wfth the facts, that we are no less.int€r-

ested in rhe working class dran comrades

Smitkand Jones.

: TTIE DIFFERENCES



IAMES P CANNON ..- L'{CERPTS FROM 'THE STRUGGI.E FOR A

PROLETARTAN PARTY' ON TIiE QUESTION OF PARTY REGIME

The maj<x agitrtiorBt plad of the Smith fsction has b€en complsints

sbout alllged 'bureaucraoy' io the orguisatio '
h thiloUo'iving oxcerPfi, Cafiton cxPlai,E why :uch complalnts -

even il justilied, *t,ictt tt. Prelofi onet sre lrot - caniot b€ cenkal

definlog political isues for Mao&ts.

Tho wholo rpprorch to ths quclrion of t}e "regioo"

roult bc futrdlrnGntllly diilircnt ia eech caso, depcndi'ag 
-ot! 

lhc Poli'
tion tlleo on thc qualioD of thc.program' 'I'he- sint ot lDolc vtro

r,-d;;-;; ;;;d;'".n l" ooti to-corrcct tho rbortcomingr 
- 
of

tlc r"si;", ,id w i'e,ptoto itr funa'ioniag' in ordar to trl8rc rl'a

i"r"-?rr*-,ir" in uuJcat of 'tho program' Thc criticg 
- 
from tho

ctmn of lbe oppoaidon, or tha othcr hatr4 iosofff ar therc lr ary

;J;; ldil,h;it foi ior, cannol haYo any rerl inl:r.t in our

;;;; tt rucb. Thcir iordrmcnul aia ir to tublritutc tio Pr€tcnt

"i"rr"-- ii7^i*ir ptot rrL For that tbcy r'quiro Dot an iE'
t"rr?"-t*'tr 

tbc prc*nr-rcgimc' but itl rerooval '!d 
rGPhccto'ot

f," ouortr , vhich vill rerlirc tha ravilioBilt P'ogri!!r' ..' 'Ihua it ie clear that tbc qucction rttndr llot orgrnizaltqEBlly

io tti ti."t plncg bur polirlcdly' Thc politicrl linc. ta-aod E:!t DG

t"-a","r-,Ii"a irooi. lt lr url rui bo plrrccd in thc enter of

IL--n. W""f"id ro rhir mctlod ir apito of cvcrything' GUGtr.'t

t" Ji J r"""* ,4" Yott of coEr'd'r lrho rrc intaratcd primarily

l#Y-mfnf',r"":Y"ihfl i#'"i-l,1ri:'i#
"'ffi n fia rigriftcmco of tbe orgenizalioa quertion rc ruch in

" ""il,i*f *tttf Docr it trvo en iudepcndant rignificarco of..itr

."L_- ri U"'t"-" plano w f, political differcncer' or even ttandrng

lijl"",'lill-il-r';.t rr, e"a'*"n onlv traasicntlv, for the polirical

iio" brert" thrdr! r"a domineres lhc organizalion qualron cvory

t*' fU, ir or-oI Uq rid ABC lesonr of Plrty Pol[rc!' con'

flnaed by all crPcriencc-"il# notori'oru docuuent entitlod "scionc+ a-nd Style,'' Buro'

Lr:a vrirrs: {ho raoril cenral iouc ir the qucltion.ol ry TlYot
i"-rn" So"iAi", Worhra Pirt '" In rcality lf,e opp-oeitio.n lncd 

"omt"IJrrino or t[a dbputo to makc tbc question of tbc "regimC' th:

r* iii-t [c bois ct&a of thc opporititrn rvere 
'ccrurted 

Pre

'"ifi "?J#i;;tioimru"a",oi'i'ulthoorcticalandpoliticrl-ii;";";" 
fullv rcvcahd rnd davclopc<L

Thir nor.Lod af *rug6lo ir not nev' The hfutory ol the rovolution'

"-i.Uor.or.-*t AiL t rloys oI thc First Itrternationsl it sn

uioior*pr"a chmniclc o( thc attempta of Pelty'bourSdoir gpuP'

lnrr ald icn&ncicr of rll kindr to r€couP'rue lhem'3clv€' 
'or 

tnert

6t"ticll rnd politicd rcrlndr by firrioic utacb $""."t -Po
*orranizatiooal mahork" of $o Marxiar' And undcr the hcadtng

"i'ii"L--,i""tt"a"Ua+ 
rhcy tuglurhd cvorything from thc co,,'

cna Jf rovolutionary ceotrrlir.ro uP !o routir" matlclt of rdrBiBu' 
.

raioo; -d beyort!'that to tho Rerrond manncrs and mahodg oI
Ocir principlcd-opp<rocute, which thoy invrriably dcacribc ee "bad,r
"bcrh," '1yrannical," anil--of cour*, o[ course, of courue--"bu'
rcucratic."-To thie dly auy little group of autrchiata vill crplaia
io you horr, tlc "authoritarisn" Marx mittrerted Baknniu.

Our cqnc€otion of the prrty ir radicrlly diffcrent' For ur- the

Drflv [tu!t bq, r combrt organizatior which learis a drbermin€d

I#[;;;;;'. iho sot;hc"it partv vrbicb-lcadr thc rtrusglc

for iowcr nae& not only iotcrnsl democncy' ll sIEe rcqurr€c.al

;-Jti; 
".arrU.,rn, 

aad Err iro" dircipliac in ac{ioo' It reguirer

u lroletarion eomporition cooforming to its Pmleiatisn PtoBrsD'
It; Bohh€"ik prrtv corot bc led by dilcltl.Itttr whosa 

'tol 
}nlel'

arrr rnd rsal tiver irc in anothcr mil alien vorld' lt rcquira ln
rrivc profadonal lcrilorahip, comPorcil of indiYiduglr deuocnt'
i-ifr irf..rart and deubcrctically coatrollo4 who devorc their ca'

rir" ifuca to lhc party, an<l who find in thc party and in iu multi-

iorro ectivftia in r prolcqrirn cnvlronmenl, comPlclc Penood
srirfrction.

For the prolctarian rci'olutionirt thc Pnrt, ir thc conccr*rrtod

crprcgion oi hi" lift purpoee, and hc ia bound ro it for life aad

arl$. H" oreacher and practic€ pary Patriotisln' betaugc he Lrowr
rirt hir gocialilt idccl clnnot be realizcd vithout the party' In hir
tri rh" tti." of crimea ir dialoyalty or irresporrribility toword

l[r puay. The prolctarirn ravolutionist ir proud of his prdy' Hc

a"fcra" it U"loti thc world,cn all occariond. rlhe prolarrirn rcvolu'

rionbt is r dirciplincd run, sin€. tla Partl crnnol erirl T I coEb't
orrarization viihout dirciplinc. Vhan hc lintlc hirrrEclf. in t[e oi
mity, hc toyatly uubmitr tu thc 'dwisiol ol tbe petty and -carria
our i'u dccigilnr, while he arraiia 'ncw .'evenit to verify thc dispulcr

o, ncw oDportuoitics to dbcust theur 4riJL
Ite o"itv-bourgeoi! rnituals toward thc party, which Burnhoo

,"rrcs.oL. i; tho ;posite of rll this. Tha Pltty-bourgEoir charlctor

oI'ttrc ooporition h'shown in their attitudo loward tlre party, tialr

-.*prilri, of rhe party, even in lhcir mclhod of eomplciniog and



rUnilS rbout thc "6rievrnc4" u mfuililgly u in ttair -li6br'
dndcd-rrdru& tourd our Prt g116, out do.lri!. od oor rreditioa.

Ito pary-bourgrob idnhr,u.t rho rrarr ro E q .d !d!
6! trbo; ilt@t rilloul PGticiP.liDt in il' falt only loor 9f
to tt prrt rnd ir dreyr foll of ';riaruca" rlrfua iL ltc
DEr- hir t6 ur ncPPGd orr, or t L Ebuffo4 tc foqa dl
rhorn th. iatcrcrr of fi urtoar ad rtarnbcn only rtrr hb
tldiurr trrt bcra Lmt; tta pmlurioa nry bc inportut' brn $o
m&a rraitr of r prrty.bor8oir iullGrl b mtt i4or'
u- Ec it dl fot driplir rta b. b hyi!6 tlo,n 6c lr to
.af.rr, ht L..oor ! [. frEA hfuaU ia r dmritT' t bc;ir to
{divcr dli!.nru rld thrcd oI +lit to 6c prtt7 D.jort .

AIu:r .ll, rbd ir thc 'epprarur- of ou put? Vhrt L &L
dodion of poplc rloa tho rlf-crtrificiag &m[rrn diddnfulb
callr 'r cynical group'of roall.rh-a burcru<rrtc- rnd r 'rom
cliquc"? Irt'e trlo up tlir q&!rioD, orcc ud lor dl. oil hrvc il
od- Tbc 'eppntq- tlrt L,, 6c Nrdonal Comittca rad 6c fm
tianing full*im rrII of puty vorfcrq b not ra ccononicdly prhi
lGlal group rDd hlr ro rpcdd iattlto of itr ota thrt rn diffaa
frorr rf,o htaau of t[c prrq Ebirr !r r rbolc- Itc rcaliry i
suit diffrrd- fb fdlriu fmcionrria of tlc prty rrc ttc coc
rrdnr lto rrt rlhin6uirhod dtLt by clr.ptimd rbility' rticl
popdr 6a iato ptofcrionel prrty rort by tb miurd m
od rpprorel of tlc prrty or ly tLc ceprcity fot:ll.
ruificc, ot bo&+[aa GomrrJ.. rto rrs rillin; to odr *l
{rncdonr r prrty rorlsr for hgo cornpanrioo than cvoa tto go*
porly peiil ro,rtcr o r n c crn ncorc ir printc arployuar'

Tb. n* td 6L of tlG prrty taon tf,ir rtrf rcll od d61' rer b Lorr u, aotc dcaigruion of thc pmfoioad party rofia1
' oadrtly fro pdpb *o &tln& from tto rrtriflcr .rd ibc of

pro{cdod prrty rort. OE p.rt, i! rd r Prttt tib rb rdrl
Vi rtll d prair oo ffi b b. lci bt tF.F' de hcr6 vLila th oolh rort b tlil tt tLl poftforl

1 fiEdcd.lr rho il rddXioa trra ro rrnd th. dD of lb
I ffi- d. eu aood o rHr SG p.rv oloo r w*. l'h plty

)l t--. od rcrpocr il! profiiiond ceIL lt cocidtn St eoop.
' 't,. dor of r profrrimd ntolutimir b DG tt aor Lomrhlc of rll

Th. [foi.i qfudlra rod EEfia of crcrT;q
' D.rr; rd.r *illd L to qp$fy lidf fc rcf, r prllcdr
.! qe

Our party qapparatur' L ndt[cr r buuncracy, tor r frcdoo,
nor e cliquc. It ir r gelectioa of peoplc rho fulfill diffaat funaio,r
eccordilg to tbck Ecrits rad crprcitica ead rrpcricnc rad tf,cir
readiness to ecrve tlc party at &c cct of rvae cconomic p.adtb.
Ttcre har bcro no clcrocnt of h*ronrtr" in thair nlttdon;6c
vcrl sug$rtion of mch r drint ir ra iDtolcnbh bdq q.ddl7
rLca it comca, ra ir ruually doca lrfio xGll rinrerd dilatara vho
unr -tq.l . iinn{a rpFlffi for tbp ttrotudoa. Ncithr co
it.tc iuly rr..irrircd rhrt $rec [.' bca uy fAiod disidr'
tin or frvoritim ia 6r Elarta of p.ftt froaiouritr. ff,c oppoci.
doo br. bca nplantd iad rcll rtpraril capctirlly tn tlo
alitorid rld olfica podtiou ia 6c rralcc.

Thc oppotitionirr rl.,rittr. tc*ify to rf,ir: 'It i! trc rhd d!
urmbar of tha ninorityr oaory, ,latrt podl . . , Gnnon bra aot tlc
lce* objcAion to cvryom ia tbc perg doirg a much rorl, cwa ia
pmnimt poq ar hc lr crpble of bradling." l}ca rlu rro tf,cy
omplriaint rbqn? Vhd Liod of r burcrucnct ie it rrq atu nc
6n lc.!t objc.ridu" to rnytqfy Lrviag ely fraaiot hc ca Arldlc'
cna in *prornirirt pone"? Try to diou m& l' ritutio in r
al burteucnel--.ttc Strlhir or l.tvbGrca bcrcanctecicr, for
crruplc.

Vc rrc liviry ia giour tiu. Vo uld oa thc crr ol grrr
rrtmr md !rcd te for ou @@L Pooplo rho crr b. ili]
qiated ard ncpt off rbcfu foa by rurnorr rd godp rod urup
ptod rcaldoo riI lor be vcry rolirblc roldicra b tDG hrd
{ryr c,.'-t.t ltr Ddty bouqaido, rftr dL do cncytin6 oa r
ull ala llc guip .!d d.D&r €.Dprifn of our oppcitioo ir
d r rLop b &G bo*a eprr.d to &a torrru of lh+ rLir
lomrtioa ead draiL. t[, rill ba pound ov:r th. h.r& of d.
rnolutioarrt &Ltai ir t[G c6ing &yr of tLo v& .ririr tlrstl
Oc tgbt, proprgrnde rnodiur o{ tla clr my. ^lnd tt b to L
rrprd tlt for loog pcrio& of ri-.o rt riU h. !r;Fd .Dd bou l
frod Dd foot eld hrvt [o etrs o( c{t6r.i-rroo rilt c..l
di.r. ()ll, &o.. rto Lm rhouglt our t}dr pdmipb! ad frot
h to Lold b rho firaly dll br rblo to nr.ir tta..."ln ia
r.h ti* Il L d dif6.nL to fora tld 6D rto rcoe-Eod
dnrdy r & I!.Lh uddpdioo of rlir ceopi5n iad& qr on
Frr crn ir q;ulfai Ly rho ltrr rart of ti. rrl @p.rg. S{&



domrsdcr necd not tiaPly s rcuauranco sbout this or thst fuir'-

[h*?",n:][;',1,"*;Ti,'1, * #l1h ::i, tS:lilI
for tho fulurG bstda

LENIN ,_ EXCERPTS FROM 'WHAT IS TO BE DONE?"

ln these excorpts l,cntn ls <ttrcursing hir conccPt of rcvolutionsry

organisation a! cont a3ted with that of the 'EconomistN', a tendency

within the Russian Marxi,st movencnt who tendcd to reduce tle ,ole
of revolutionaries to that of helping the workers' economic strugglc .

Part of l*nin'r argunent erNE to do wtth the neccsiticr imfoscd on

Rusian r?volutlonaricsby Trarist st0t€ rcprcssion, but rnafly of his

ideas arc of wider rclcrance.
It should be remcmbered that tho Rursian Marxist movement at

the time wos by no moans the mas! workers' movcmetrt it lster
became. The local committees nere mo8lly msdc uP of students and

ex{tudents.
The 'Economists' dcnounced lruin'8 ideas as clitist, and claimed to

stand for 6 bigger role for rant and file worken.

"A commitlee of studer)ts ir no good, it is not stable."

Quile truc. But thc conclusion to be dmwn ftom thb i3 that
rc nurl heve I commilt€e of profe$ioml rcaolutionoric,
lId it do€. not rDattor whether a 3tudcDt or e worker ir
crprblo of beoominS a prof€rionel revolutionery. 'Ihe con'
clusion you draw, however, is lhat tlle working'clusr molt
Dr€nt nrust not be pushed on trom outsidcl ln your polilicrl
innocence you fai.l to notico that you urc plrryilg luto ltrr
hands of our DconolDists ond tostcrixg our &nrateurisioar
Irr what way, trrny I ask, did our studenls "push on" out
wurkcrs? Solcly by tlle sludent bri girrg t(.' llu wor!.er ttc
scr&ps of political kno*ledge Ire hinrself posseseed, lhr
crumbs of soaislist ideas he had uranagcd to acquire (for lha
principel intelleclual iliet of lhe preserl-dry Btude[t, "lesd
Marrisnr," could l'urnish only th€ rudimeDts, only cruub
of knowledge). There hlrs nevcr been loo mucb of ,u.l
"pusbing olr from oqtslde"; o'r the cootrary, so for lhd!

has been too little, altr too little of it ,in our nroyemetrl, fpt
we have Leen stcwing loo ossiduously in our ows, juice; ro
luve bowed .tar too slavirhly to the eleneltsry 'lecoio'nlc
strugglc of tlre rvorlicrs againsl th€ cDploycrs antl thc gOr
erDnren1," \\rc pr.ofessional' .rbvol irliouari'es iriust s.nd vill
mrke it our busincss to. engage itr {rds lirkJ of "pusbing" r
hundled limes urqrb: foicilrly thali rve have done hilhcrto.
But tlrc very fact lhat you selccl so despicable o plrrorc rr.
"pushing ou l'rom outside"-a phrasg which cannol bul tout
ia the worlers (lr1 laasl in lhe workers rrho ore ss un€nligh]
ened as you yourselves) a serxe of distrust towardr dI *bo.
bring lhenr political knowledge and revolrrtionqry rxpcriesca
front outsirle, and rous€ in lhem an inslinctive desirc lo
rcsisl (ll .suc.h pcople-proves thrt you are dcnr0gogues, aul
dem&gog[€s are the worst enemies of lhe rvorking cluss,

The number of workinyclass revolutional'ies is iu:
arlw;uate, he says. Tlris is perlectliy true, and ortce tgain we

stres lhat the "valuable coitmunicalion of a clqse observer"
fulll' conflrms our view of the cauacs of the Pr€senl crisis in

Sorial-I)enroeracy, .&nd, conlpquently' of the meaDs rcqltirt'rl
for overcoming it. Not onlv are reYolutionarim in EeDeral

h[$in8 behind lhe sponLnneous owakcning of llrt tturssc'q,

lnit cvcn workh8'closs reYolutiollaries lre lsggin8 behind

llr. sponlsncous awakening of lhe workinf(lass mnsses'

And ihls /oc, most slrikingly, conflrms, cven fronr lhe "prac'
lir.{!" point of vie$', nol only the sbsurdlty but cven lhe
poli c;l rcatlionarinesr of the "pedagogics" lo which lve ate

.o ofterr treated whcn discussing our dulies to our workers'
Thir fact proves that oul n"ty ,lrst and most imperative duly
ia to helP to lrain workirrg-cless revolutionarics who r*'ill ic
sr the same lev€l in regord to'Pdrtg (.cliDill. as lhe revoltt'
lionaries from amon8st the iii'tellecluals (we emphasize the

rordr "in regard to Psrty actiYIly," bg.carue ulthough neccs'

rrry, :t b neilher so easy nor io. impcralive 
- 
lo brin8 th'l

roil"rs up to the tevel of lEtellectusls in other resp(.etr) '
l'hercfore, ottenlion mlst be devoled ptincipallg 16 roi'ing
lhc workcn to lhe tevel of rcvolutionaries i it b not at all
onr task lo descend lo lhe level of ltt€ "worling masges" nr
the Economisls tNlsh to do, or to the level of the "averoge



worlrr," as the .Suoboda dtxires to do (lvhich tLus ascendr
lo thc second grade of Econonrisl "pedagogics"), I nm for
fnrm denylng thc Dmcssity for popular literatule for tlre
rorkers, and espocially poprr:lar {but, of coursc, not vuigar)

, Iilerature for the espeoially hackword workers. Bul tyint
rnnoys me is lhis const0nt confusiou of ptdagogics with
qu$tions of politics and organization. You, gent'lcmen, whtr
tnc so much concerned about the "average worker," as a
mtlller of fact, rother insult the rvorkers hy your desire lo
lqlt domn lo them lvhen discussing worliinil-clt$s politics
*nd working-class org&nization. Talk about seriorts things in
t at'rious nranner; leave pedagogics lo the pedosogues, and
nol to politicions, nor to orgarriz€r'sl 

^re 
lbcrc not A{lvanced

pcople, "avcragc p'cople." and lhe "mass," among thc intcl-
ligonlsis loo? Does not everyone recognize *Iat popular
lilerolure is aloo required for the inlelligenlsln and is not
srch litcrature wrillen? Jusl irn*gine sonreone, in rn articlc
on organizing college or high-school stud$ls, rt;realing ovcr
a&d over agrin, as if h€ had made a new discoycry, thdt firsl
of ail xe rnusl have an orgadz&tion of ,,average studenls.,
?he ruthor of such sn srtjcle would I:c ridiculecl, and rightly
so. IIe would be lold: give us your. ideos on olganization, if
J'ou hevc any, and we ourselvcs will decide who is ,,average,"
who above averag€, who below aver.nge. But if you lrave no
orgarrizational idoas ol your or:.rni then all your exertions on
behalf of t}e 'mass€s" and ,,average, will be einrply boring.
You utust realize that tlese questions nL,out ',po1iiics,' anil
"organizaLiol" are eo serious in tl.rernselves lhai thev cannot
be discuss€d in a.ny other but a v{i-ry seriorn rvay. trVe can
,rnd- rnust eriucalc workers {and univcrsity and high-school
strrdents) so as to be able to di$cls$ lhe.se quest,iols with
then; but once Vorl do bring up these questions, you must
give real repller to them, do not fsll hack on llre .irverage,"
or on the "masses"; do not lry to gel ofi hv,resorting- to
enply phrasemon6erin9..

Jn order to be fully prepared for Iris lssk, lhe rrcrker.
revolulionary must also become a prafessjonsl revolutionary,
Hence B--v ir wrong whe:r he says lhat sirrce t}e worker
spends eleven and a half hours in the factory, the brunt ofall other reyolutionat'y functions (apart fmm sgitation)

".muEt rccessartly fall m:ii,nty upon llre shoultlprs of an
er.iremel5' small force of intellectuals,', But this is ndt'out
of sheer "neecssity." It is i9 [ecagsc wc arq-backwald, bc-
eause we do not recognize our duty lo assist every capable
trrrrher to becorue p. prolcsslondf trfiihrtor, orglnizer., propr,-
S|ltrdist, litcralu16 dlstribtltor, clc., clc. Ilr ildr rrsllrl, rvc
n rsle our strength in S positiyely shanrcful rn4mcr; we lacli
the ability to husbaud that rvhich, shonkl lie turdr:d *nd
reared with speeial care. Look at the GeflIans: llrey have u
hrurdred tines morc forces lhan rve have. But tlrey under-
sland perfecily \yell thet .tlte "ayerage" does not too fre-
quenlly promote redl3'capable agit lot.s, otc,, lrorn ils ranks.
]'hat is why th€y i.mmediately try to place everv capable
working man in. such conditiorls as rvill entble him to devel-
op and apply hb abllities to the utnrost; he is nrnde a profes-
$ional agitstor, he is elcouraged to wi<isn the liekl of his
nelivitl to spreod it from one l'actory trr lhe wlJole of thr
industty. 1'rorr one locnlitv.to th, lvlxrlc cfiultrT. Ilc rlequires
trperience and dextedty ilr ltis proli:ssiol, he lroardens his
ou ook 6ft1 increases hir knowledge, hq oLrscrvcs lt close
qmrters the prominenl political, Iead$s from otlrer loenlities
and of other pariigs, hc qtrivB to rise lo lheir level and com-
bine wilhin himsplf the knowledge of r-orking,cla,ss environ-
nlenl ilnd frtxhness of aocialist mnvielions with prtifessiomrl
skill, rvithoul which the proletariat cannot wage a stubl,orn
strugglc agairut its excellently traincd enemies. In this way
rrnd in this $ay alonc does tho mass of workcrs produce
men like Bebel and Auer. But vhat ilr a politicirlly frce coun-
try lRkes place verv lBfgely Bulomatically murt iu Russia be
rlone tkliberntcly and $ystematicnllY hv orrr or4n!}izations
.{ \yorker'-lfiilator wiio is al ,all l l,,nted and "pr(}misinfl''

tut$t not 6r' IIII fo work clevcn houm.a day,in a factory.



JAMES P CANNON - EXCER}TS FROM 'TIIE STRUGGIJ FOR A

PROLETARTAN PARTY' ON 'TH8 INfiiLLECTUALS AND THE

WORKERS" AND ON 'CELTiBRITIES' AND FTJLLTIMERS'

In this section of htr book, CstEton dcfcnals an 'outsPokcn prol"trdan

orlentstioo' atsfuut tllc Prelensions of intellectuols' and espcclally of
Jamcs Bumbrm, a univctsity profesor who wu a lcadlng mcmber of
the oppodtlon h th, SWP at that timt,

But Cantrotr 8iv4 littlc cotnfort to the conceptiotts of Smith and

Joncg,

Cannon's divlding line is not betweco worker: on tle one side, and

full.dme revolutionaiter (whether of workcr or mtdclle+las origin)
on the oth6, On the contrary, he degcribes firll'timc levolutiooary
sctivity as "the most honorable of occupations". Hlr diviiling Une is

betwccn thos€ who halftorunit themselvcs atrd those who fully
commit themselvor. On *re onc side fland Burnham, vho prehned to
keep his university job rither than work full'timc fol thc Sl[P, and all

the other 'cclebritics' of thc rocialirt moYemcnt. On tlc other rtand

the 'Jimmy lltgghlos', tho revolutionrry vrorkers 8nd orgmlr.rs.
Carmon does not rcproach Bumham with bclDg too much of an

,nteilEctual. He reproadres hlm with not coffinlttlng htnself sufficient'
ly to the organlsadon. He does not c.omPlein tht th€ iltcllcctud Puts
too much into the orga[isation, but thet he Puts too litde.

Shschfinan and Abem, who wcrc c€rtaidy 'intcll€ctuals', but were

also fuliy committcd revoludonarios, aro not put lnto the same cst?gory
as Bumlram.

The problem which Cannor secr with the iotollcctuals is "not their

'education'... but thclr, p€tty-bourg.oir spidt, the miscrablc halftes,
their absurd ambltion (o lcrd the rcvoludonrry labour movernent in
thoir spare time,.."

s_THE IMELLf,CNiAIS AND TI'E WORKENS

Thc outspokcn prolctarirn orientation of thc. majority ir rcpr+
ranted by Burnham ar an cxprcuion of lntsgoniln to "intcllcaualrt
na ruch, and rt rn ignorsnt ba&woo& prejudicc rgeinc cducetion
in gencral, Iri f,ir mrjor docum.nt,'Thc Var rnd Burcaucratic
Conrervatianr," hc writcr: "Abovc all, rn 'rnti.intollcdud' md 'anti.
irrcllactualC attitrrrdc ir drumrcd into tho minib of party mcrrbcrr
Ihc faction arrociatcr era taught, quita litcrelly, to dcapirc rnd
roora 'intellectualr' rnd 'iutallcaualism'," For regona bcat Laowu
to thcm*lva, Shachtmrn aod Abcrn rign rhcir nrrDcr to thi! ptu,

reat rad trltc sidca in e conlliot whcrc ticy hcvo cvery right to pro'
chim ncutrrlity.

Tb Yorhil Agc, orgaa of tbc Loveeoncltcr, shicb ir following
orr intcrnd diecuirion with rmconccalod ryopathy. for t[c oppo"

dtioq cntcn thc scuffle rr atr intcr€lt"d pertiran. Conaictrting or
r romsrk in my publidcd rPach, to thc cffoct tlat orLc clcmcntr

cnragcd ir thc ci8!. otrugtli'u!&nl8nd tf,d Rrfuiro qu..tion bctloi
tbi -thc 

noro educetcd rcholartiot t\e Vorbrl l5c of March 9tt
nvr: -Itir ir obvioiirly rirod et Buruhrn' who hrr tic'nirfonuaC
of bcing cducated. met. it tlir kind of clur but thc old Stelinlrt
donec;v contrastitrg dre virtuour, clcar-cidtcd tprolaarian' cla
mcnt 

-to-;hc 
wlckcd, Lnfu+d 'intcllitual'? It ir the game Lind of

rolcn, unprinciplcd &magogy, mslc ao mirtdc about itl"
Lct uj rce. thc quation !r irruo i! &r lttitudc o{ prolctrrira

rcyolutioniots to cduceteil mnban of the pctty'bourgeoia cleu who

comc oycr to thc DtoletErian EovcElellt. Thir lr an imponrnt quec'

tion end dcrcrver clarifichtion. Burnhem ir indubitably an irlcllcc'
tual, u hlr acrdcmic rrining, profcoiol rnd ettdnncou tc*if-y.
Thcrc is notbing wrong in thrt, 8! ruclL rnd vc cranot havo thc

rlightat reason io repriach hin fol it. W9 are quitc rell r*aro, al'
Ma-n raid. thet "isnorenca ncttr did erybody uy good," end wo

hrve nothinc ll coimmon witf,'rltgar prciudica ageinst "cduclted
pooplc" rhiib erc cultivaled by rarcallT dcmagoguce lo mwa thcir

cn oo&. Lnh wrotc to Corky on t[ir point: "Of counc I wu
d drtaming of 'pcrrccuting rhc inrclligcnteiC 8! tbc ttuPid littlo
Sfdiceliru do, or &ny ita ncccrity for tho workcn' DovoDGnL" -

lt ir r drndcr on the Mirrict wing of the Prrty to.ttributs tuch
rtiDcnt to ur. Oa tho othcr hrnd, we uG not uniluly imprarcd
b7 mrc "loaraing" and *ill lar by pretcnrionr to ir. Wo approach
tlir querrion, ar all qucstionr, critically.

Our movcment, the movcmenl of rcicntifie rocidirm, judgca

rf,fogr rnd peoplc from a clera point of vlcw. Our aim ir tho orgrn.
i[tion of a vanguard pany to lead the prolctarirn atrugglc for
povcr and the reconrtltution of aociety on tocialirt foundationr.
Tbrt is our "rcience." Wc judgc all people coming to us frottr
uorhcr clrec by thc cxtont of their rcal identification with our
clrrq rnd the contribution! they can mile whiDh aid tho prolaariat
ia ite etru6glc againrt the capitali* clru. lhrt ir thc lrrnanork
rithin whicb rve objcctivoly coneidcr tbc'problcm of thc inclldtudr
in tf,c movtocnt. If ct lclrt 99 out of. evcry 100 lptcllcorualrro
rpceL. with thc utoort "conrervetirid'-i*ho epproech thc rcvolu.
rioury labor movcoent tum out to bc mor: of a problca thra aa
t.Gt it ia not et ell becaurc of our prtjudiccr againrt thco' or bc.
crurc wc do not trest thcn Yith thc propcr coruidcration, but ba



con ibay ilo aor eornply with tla rqdr.oGtr vLicf, rtors cu
nrt! thirn ureful ro ru in our tuggla

In rhc Cmrouai* Urrrilc o, irr rti.L $. frrry od progto
o( rirntifis roci.l![ ru lir* foranlly pr,unfurrcd, ir vrr rl-
rudT potutcd out ihrt tbc of tI3 nrllrf c.pildLt
-l.a pr6 ipir.ta rtdor of rld chi iao rtc prcl*erir; ud
&a odirr-r rnalht rcaion to br nrq od D.hly ndivirtneb-
rd lL.rrrclvG. r&ilt fmll tbc .bcrrias apidic cLr rad npply
tlc prolaerirr sith frr.t clcrr of ailidl:rret nd pmgrcr.
lirrr rnd Ea6dr tt-.*clrte, tf,o foudlrt of &o mrut of rica'
b'lic oddno, cec to ttrc prolaerirr frm rooth:r -I.r. lao lm
Ailg ir truG o( dl ttc ortc 6nrr u+{-.n of orn srur, drf,m

LGrir. &o*t, Plclluov, rnr..'l'or--.ro of tkm rtra
proldrdrnr i! Sdr rdd orkirq hd S., -''- oE !o 6c Il!
karrirt Jrd b.6.m 6a gratc* of prolrrrrtra lcdlrm. Ia ordrr e
& tlc, Io*cra, lt.t hrd to &ist Ods om cla rad ioh t
rcohtioolr, drr, eG chr Srt lold. tt. futun h ib hed..'
fh6 or& thl trodcr of du illc;irooc umedmrllT oi
dt d rDy rcsirti@. OnIy ro ould &cy Lciou garebo rtpra
d.tix of t}dr rJoftGd cto+ aad ur;c *.-rdvo rbnpladf
rie il, od dirho orrly *lbr o[ coolltn baru rrr rli
rcrotudoaid of polarrb odgtL It fi rrr url ould lc r-pto[L-- in ttair ca.

Ilc conllfut tara &c p,rol*arira r;roludofu ud fu prtt
Louryob int"lh.rub h @ prrt . r in tto hbor ucrmt ga
crally ia t[o rrtolo xrrld fc !ffirtia eftrr gmrdbq d6 d
{ dl .rt frour i;noru pltrrdia of thc ro*rcr .Firrr tf,il.
If eriro fmu rio fd rtri rf,.t pirLa 'crn r!'-rrolu e&i0l
lrao rlc rliGl &id, a tf,o fonannir lLnifno rpdfio{ rfi
do t}ay'ioia tto rclolrainst cLr,' b ric ldi ao of rt rilL
Uditc lL6 lrd lad.m de.I rlot, do cru oria to fir
Dmlii.drt rw&ioodh eA dl $! rrn 6cy hatro hrlf.ry
!.ro fu der dtcnrtirr. Thir id.llitlot!, od m r orxrrh
,,*l.tt dlo ttdr lilrlGdG, hp.h 6l o rrotr i,eil6i "kliual rnd lpiriturl dh3nrriflt of tln penrefc ru{Lg ar: rt6
.r'L! teb ret da.t O! 6i otb.r i.4 rtdr-p.ttt.boor56e
+irit hol& th.D br* froo conplady id.diftilG *-n;trc. rilI
tDc pmlarrien eL. rod b vrogurrd prnt, .!d ra&rpfr6 rfdr
co&r liylr ia I rv pro!*rrlrn onvtout Belin b ihr-nrrl
d t[o 'probkr- oI rta irdhqr&

1ttt rnroledonry rodsr'nomuc*. oocnom 6!t it .UA
tflMt! to itr Le.lr.' Ir rtffi.rrud hetrfolr, -.-'U b ql_

high.d 
-d:.6;':6c" 

,It roplr rlt ltinrriru ud [dtdtqia*u. L do
Srlq rmE Gv.rroro, t.fddlt fro hdar .dl or uoAise.'
Nor &.ir 'docr.ioo,r rr llr 'Ioltaorita 

rruprthbco of iurprty -opgdrion tqimrin, biinp rlc inldlidL hb corlli.rritt- tlc prohrriea c.&c of $G p.rt . b6 dcir ratr-bonnoob
ryi1it 6o dnnllc [rlfnc, rhdi 6rd robiriJa 6 tirf,,ic
rcm_t*ionrry Lbor mru in rtcir rprrr tim.
, It ir mt EuG rhrt $. &Irltrcd oitiLr ro*rcr rn holilc to

4ry e$ nnjufica rgrid .ducrrc.t p-pt- l.e-to Jrllrrrr. rlct lrra a .r.!t!maad napoc for crrtry intllafurl rfio
rpporA:a th mrut -4 .j ,.iZtrrt d epprri.ti* o[ 

""r.ytird6 :rricc [. tcr&o flir vrr;- dd,id".r"d -;-;rinciagty &aa in rbc rcatsioo ronlcd ro Butnf,o :bca bc forrd-
-ly 

cotrrrd our mrcrocor, .d t! thc dr$!di!.t, coaridcrrioa tlc
!- t"t1 E* ro tiu rll tiir ri-.. Sc bcaol . ,;b* 

"f 
-rh"

Nndood Gmircc dloor bviry rancd u7.ppr-t""*fp l"ttc clrr tq6lo. IIo rer rppoinrol o* of d aiil;nf ;-tht"
ondcd iolrnd. .i[ll $c rtogdtioo rud,rto 'toorn- "f r oroiEr Ld.r of tto prty r+.t* frrely rccordcd ro Lir.

Ei. rceodrloor rnitqd! tnrrd tf,c rtrpodbilfria of hllrrAio.tn odeat rdr:d to l*"u tfu.ffA-D.rv *Jfriil
.!or' lt,.r o.r*.rior; &L h&th, -i ";ep|bo," htg&krr{ hit prrty o-wor&ors; bt! dir;rpd for our rrdirior. od.tl to? oua t!!"fi+""d orpniaEou rad itr hrd:mhip_dl &id Eona -rrr pr*d oecr !:r rilaa by tto rorfa clcaiaar h S!Fttr rt [, m mr rith epprurrl If ru aot unit Buruhra

= 
"* re.e op- i!.ln tn raPt to o,rtrtf,r oor protrla ,trd

11 :"q clmrr of tf,t prrty m* up rgrbr Ui ,if jUE to otrE ttir rllarpr mv to rrg,ncu l}i raolutioorr, ..tiG
* rl cprtudoa-of igmrur prEjre.c .gdor tiD b"ce; "f ib-xall|;" -- @lt lDott rr rDd ro* n$i!';tloD of f,Lom. pcttT-bourgon 4irit ud pcny-bffirpotr coou&d f; tLosrtGrr.
._ 

A.qrolaarlu Ftqf t}d ir rhmruicdly ..[oolGl ir 6. rcia'qgr {a4"" of f,larian clmor bc ld#dd.dtr"rb.dy;
ro !y . f:- u otrulrlo clry€dlnc. tt, fliiifi d;E!!Ed _rroterlr Burntro rcralod hr__tf g jne emtf,ar pfry
ilTlpait ua1 rynblf .rgrrda . linlc uro oantior irtrrij ;rdtrr ttp.! iE tE fotue. &t ir rill ror .L-.F rryrtil13-h tt
${,qt.I enitu& of ric rartrrr. ,."r;"rd'b;d A;";
lryl lloy ttc bourleir world wb epprorch tf,c Eorut trl
" TP* l*l* 

-.r.d 
!t gir-.qilitI.. ir i po.dbh rtr.t ga qr.{E ybo Gomr d66 rill trt: to ru *iitc oudiriou. It L



lrrdlv titah thrt iD U! furur rnpe rilt to poeaiud to o&
nct:odor io ta&rtip unlcr tr oela I do bt!.t r&t hb
lfi* a.. cavrrond rad Gort owr to lirr h thc lebor nor+
d. Mlre yilitinr rill oot bt acmrgott

ltc Ancticro-uorur ht hrd rT f bd cryairnc ritt in'
rlladr. ftac rlo bm epprod o irr Loriroa up to 'l& L'tt
ia r orritv Orltr tew.- 

-Ailranucn, crrair* df{c.&.!t
ttt ...-.1 ofor-.oil-.ti--+.t L rho vrttlol piaura of th
arnda o[ iitllcorb ercugh tf,. Aaicu lebot uorcat r
Lirlaa f raEi.GlF. Dedct llc lan toi orn o rlr !rcet c'
Ld-. fr. vrr mt crrdv ra itllcaud. Hc ro r uu ril I
fi;l:r. r Dudrra tuD.bt; of rry diridcd dlqirc- Oncc h' Lr'l
a&+i to -* ot"r t" &c pmtarrira clr' tIG rrlc r@Pttrr
J *" tnotlc;. rcedrotc wortd bcoem inrolcrrbla for hln. Hc
A*rra frJ. tf,c Blirtrlitr' ehmoh; tlc dmr Dchiad hilo rnd
J:r -". lootd b..L Thircrfrcr' to tf,o ad of hir lifo. hc idrn'
ttird Linrtf -upta"!y viA tt -cia[r rlovut rod $c argi
rlc of thc wortai n-ilutlo".tl worl:rr of rf,o prmr lrn tdiol
;..t- tiD rnf, ;rdh& foi tld' Yilhdrt thrrcby oulooling
m -UtJ rrrorr -Orta. rd rc hopc, grl trr I}c Loat vill

-i 
ro - i! ttc f6rc, rl.t tt.t tin !aiY. r rtolah:rrrad rtl'

o fru tr prrty of rl. Prot a.rir! vll3l.rd. nry rill Dr
fcd adriro il rc seb ridr crtrlcalrlr El ebcnit rla b .
utrin rpp:drr*ip Itry rill d b. offlnd.d if n illit o
rl rspthii udllreriltlt 6, Ur rr*' b to ilt tPtta lod ryPlt
rto piolarrtra d@ ;f lLrdo, lor b Pdo off r borriob
nbahb for tt lL w lL lar ritl rilfft u{lcrud 6a
rLia prdirnirry ccrtrdo t dnPl, . Frdo! rph lf
IDliltrliil o( r.tbll6.t Ef6h.ltl rloo mr dgIfin b rny rry
rlterdr r prejdio r;ri* tdhrro.L tto ralty re ro ar
&c proleuiel trre

'ita 3auin lrrrlt idta& ;to coo to or iill u!d..'
anll ttc-crntnd poh od oc dorlic, rlr nidior ir rot doply
.:laor.l idil" a Bsdc tr b ird r in rhc ycet l9ft
-42 1an dr:r ttc GmL loifcno-e tic E lrer.t d'
reo(rn irmiLbla dl cqgL o&ard by tlo poLtcil
r!i[ 6. bocFoi& lr i tL ror]ar rr5. lc a& rta rcro'
&m -a t i.l*crrlo d oqo Oo prolarln ruluri
poty. Tb frraioo d &. tad i-lh.bd I b dd tb ro*an
L ria, a*. Eo co & r alodrdy ott ht tr&3 h.
brrf o r[:-[ouloir ilL ra ]ti![ lt polerriu -nmlrt'uy cry. tfa- ir, t, d{ b }r r pty bcaof. Or tr
t d. & r;*r BoSrfu anl & X.dr dbddc rlu !t
rlorj rry rll taL.

* -f * Irtyrr+ rtaorr. tcrcrr
.r+ prc.d.r.r rrirq proforr.-1coplc o[ rl'i' Liad who liti
ttGir rc l liwr ia uoda rorld ud grc u cvlaiS or ll E€a t*

r m* of t[& dG ro . rddin nova for tla
tood ;f 6dr DuIF&t rtlt ttr odradiag lad:n ol tb pr*
rer Socidil Prrty

Itcf d..idd rll.t Th.t leid &*l ttrc hv- llcy rao 6r
.pc.Lcrr oo caolirl otcuioor; tbry pod lor thdt phcognflr
.od rrrc irtrtvi.ln o rf,c arrprpn Bdrtca thao rnd tf,c pru
l"r.ri." li.-y ltiggic ir t ruh rf,co to o orooc gulf.
Ar for rla prrty fuaioril tta poplo rho daotorl dl tlcb tio
to tb rtril, ro* rad routirc of li. P3tt . ttry rcro dnply r+
or&d rs O,nl"rr to b. bdd rilh th dirgnc.bh trdc. pootty

[la -a U.-a if uy&ia6 rtr rroa3. A poiudict rrc o tivrr:d
rg.ilrl tf, protrriooel prrly rortrrr. fro rcrl honon ud tb
Ecirilc influm rrd lo 6c lcrrlrr who hrd profcrional mpt
tioor oud& tt prrt, ad rLo, for tf,o uoc Prfi' IiYd t,"icrl
p.tt bosrgab $.. if,icl rao frr noortd fru tta llr o(
ih. tmaLlr thtr rrm Eurbl, and!g.'

Ytca rc orgrairrl rb Cmuic Puty h SL o.t!E, t! Pf9.
urib tlc intpindo o[ ttc Rudrn rtmlutio4 E Pltt . tlol, tD

rll rLb rdn \9o ted tf,o opialoa rLrt h.da$iP of tt rcr
lrrioury Eo@ rr r sillu rl&' r pofcdoa i! iull,
rad 6! 

-[id.a 
rld d houonblc of dl profrriou \Pc dcocd

ir unrorrhf of rho rtguity ol e rmltiourT hdc tor.L hb tiD
or rre ilr.trI"g;ddoo i! lh. bodlari. rorld ud rlon;
for tLc orrtv lo EDit iL Va ilcmd thrr D oE todd bG r @'
bcr of rL C,card l^o-.'r'c of ttrc prty unlcr tc rl r lull tic
orofcrionel prrty rortor, or yitll'i to b@e nroL u tho cdl of
ifo ,.rtr. I rii'! rG hd Ac dtht id.. lD 1919. It i! dl $. rrotr

rirfi u-tt" Drcrcd hflr of 6. hidolic clo.l rLa tlo otgrnirrdo
of-rlc protclriro prrty oa tb ttslr# Fdhh b.i. of drHc,
b tbo roprc problo ol ltc rwolcln

Br ud trrc 6ct b r co: for rl, @Dai6 to tlir rrh
r"f.i *. p.rti Uf, fq ru o[ it owr. fu& it r&irblc to
Lm r prordru t .tL. h $i 36 rt'r Podc odd.rf. Ftt
to srr'Frtt oi. I{urlly tf,ar re rad trr ba rlil ritl E

.s .tirc if" etrr'.t rrlrodaldr ol rt. io.tti.llrl d
ho orovi&d for bv fu Ett' ra.l hr any f,lr to. =l E aErrl
#rioo fot aroci ru. Sa ir & c rfutr rl rtL
. -L * prrtv urda rto ilgh }' dtk to bo &tair3
tIrrlir.till"ibplq- ErrA duraior Lmob rarrild



rr uopor.rl spcdicots, to bo cut &ott whoa rht fiuarirl taouta!'
d tha prrtv irProvo.- r, i "il" 

-*t"rrl that e man of tlc oulaudinS ralcatr ud

-t ir-"nt oi Bu-hom rhould pleT r lcrdiag rolo io thc prrtT'

Iiir'wrr univctsally recognizcd" At thc ramc tirc. it Grlr to Dl,
iIi.J uoon Bot'nhn. 

-rt" obligation to put biorclf cooplacly

.r it *t i* of the Party and urle Prrty eo+ hir profclioa' t'l
L cerlv daya of oui acquaintracc with him I took it for gra'rtd

il U"-iJihir end in Yicw. Far from baning fiis rord to. hirr' J
ocronallv ma& numerqus sttemPt! to opcn it I first brolcbcd u'
hclrion io hisr in $e summcr of 1935. Even thcn ho var highly

*ii".f * lhe adninistrative inefficicncy of thc Trotr&yiar; hcrvca
omooundcd tbc theory thlt thi! rY65 srr iobcrcnt vG8.kDGg of'l'rol'
5;;;. i;** inclined to the opinion tlrt our 'regimc"**hicb
ri, U* "cmbodied" by Shrc.htman and, Cennort-rrar ro pro
ilr"iJ ,ith polirical idear and witf, thc conviaion that thcy vould

"r"rii i. roiti of ovcrvthing, thrt thc organirarioaal and rdminir
l.rir" zoa"hinc.v for iealirhg tho idcar wlr not Sivcn ruffici'd
encrrdon. (That 

-taa 
before Brrrnlram digcovcrcd thrt Cannoo her

oo oolitical idco and no inttrtat in them.)-- i "."ro*a lo him al thlt titrle, in thc mort fricndiv rpirit' thrt
t" h"i, L rtrredy the undoubtcd wcrlacsr' I proporcd conctetcly

.t, iJ .*" an cnd of rhe tryofor'a'niclcl burincs! ol indructing

-ii."o r,"a*u rvho havc no istrntion of connccting themrelvct

rl l "tt" t.lot movcment' and dcvote hia crcrgia and talcntr rn'
Ur"ty ,. ,1" Psrty. Aftcr "thinl.ing it over" fot a day or m- hc

r.icacd thc Dropo$I. Tbc rc,sson bt gavo tYT rcllcsllrt tttoundrng!

t. Ua lc war 
-not 

fully convinccd of rho rvirdom of devoring, hir
iU" inti."l, to e cruac vhich miSht not ba vic*oriour in hie lifo
tioc! Naturally, I could not givc him any gurtrnto'!' ' "

JAMES P CANNON - EXCERPT FROM 'TRADE IINIONISTS AND
REVOLUnONTSTS" 1952.

In 1952-3 a faction dcveloped ln the US T(ottlryist movemcnt with a

gesinristic ou{ook on tlre clars strugglc ssd a teodency to downgnde
thc role of the Trotskytst party. Ih€re $cr€ strong pr$surGr cxpleinlng
such & development - the Cold Wnr war in full swlry, Trotslq&t forc€r
worldwide were dwindling fast, US and Wegt Europern capitalism werc
beginning a long boom, anil Stalinism hsd rcored triumptB in East€rn
Europe and Orina.

The opfosiilon faction linked up with the grouping in the lcadership
of the rvmld Trobkyirt rnovemont ruouud Michel Pablo, and adopted
somc of hblo's idcss about a whole coming hirtorical cpo{}r in which
'the revolntionlry procers' vould be l.d by Stslinirt forge3. Bur it sbo
inciuded the core of the SWP'I trade unionists -' people who had no
special wish to dlar,/ closdr to &e much'tcviled end witcl*runted US

Communist lhrt),.
In this rpeech Cannon tried to €xpldn why thc* experienced

worker militants had t'rllen pley to opportunirt politicc.
"This apparent cont$d1ction", he declared, "this division of work-

ing clas lbrces in party factional struggle - i! not now... The proletar-
ian left wing by no mcaru ever had all the workers, and the opportunist
petty bourgeok wing was never without some working cla^.is support..." '

In Germany, for example, bcforc World tYar I end ever up to 1933,
"the lkllled, privileged trade unionists were the solid bast of support of
the opportunirt Social Democratic leaders * while the corflmunist revo-
lutionaries... were the youth, the unemployed, and the unskilled,les
privileged wt rkcrs,.""

And in the US, Cannon argued, a whole section of working clrss
milltaflts had chanpd 'lheir mrterial position and, to a certaln extent,
their soci.l ststus" betwEen thc '30s rnd the '50s-

"The pionecr militants of the CIO unions are sixteen years older
than tho,v were in 1937. Thoy ars bettor off.,. and many of them arc
dxEen times softcr and morc co ervative..." The oldcr SwP wor:ker
militants were to some cxtent inlluenc€d by that enviroffIleot.

ln conclusion, Cannon went on to arguc some more general points:



SUII lct! dld I erpect to lce luch a grouplng rbutunga-round h the party denandlng epectal conrtdeiation be.cauae they are .rrade unlonlete.i Wt"it .r-#i"."i"""U.",thet? There are flfteen raulton traae uni.;;';;; irr"-
f),, .but not qulre so maEy revotuttonreis. B;i,fr"r#r"-Uoalrts arc the ooee who c6unt wtth uo.
,- 

Th3 reyo-tullonary mowrneat, under t1e best condltlona,rE E hard f,ght and tt wear

.f 1f .;-4fi ,"s;.';T"il.J,.:,1"'."L:T.ToT#:lt
lhe fa.st:.Ite revoluuon b a devourer ":;;;A;;:r"-ment tn tht+ rhe rlchert and -."i ""i*"i"u#:#;t,F,,*on9 lr perhapr the Do.t voradoug of all.rr rE Dor ealy to perelet !n the ltruggle, tb bola oo,
::-.:tay rou.sh aad f,ghr lr our year -ail;;;r';il;.,
vrcrory; aud even, ta dner 

- 
ruch ar ,t" p*Lii ii,l*Jr,

i^{,1ii,ru".ffi }1T:,Y*:I"'J"1."il jff ffiillor to thet, tt requlrer a!.odriloD 
"l h ;,h";;; ;;mon prrty.

The aurcat rrey to to.e onc,s 6gh0ng falth ls to guc-cuurb to or'r tDmedlat€ 
""rrr""_!"i; tB ;;;J.:;,

Tlade Unionists ard Reoolutioniets 8l

ar they are and Dot ae they are changlng 6nd must
chsnge; to oee ooly what ls befor€ one't eyee and lmaglne
thEt ll ls permanent. Ttat t6 the cutsed fate of the trad€
unlonlsl who reparatea hlmcell from the revolutlonary
party. In normal tlmea, the tradc unlon, by its vcry na-
tutg L a culturc-broth of opportunltm' No trade unlon-
Itl, overwhelmed by the petty eoncernt and llmlted alme
of the day, can retaln hle vlelon of the larger l[uee and
the will to f,ght for them wlthout lhe party.

The revoludonary party can rnake mlstakes, and har
made them, but lt lg never wrong ln the ffght s8sln8t
grlevance.mongers who try to blamc the Party for their
own weaLnelaer, for thetr drednerq thelr laek of vlalor!
thelr lmpulce to qult aEd to caPltulstE. Ths party lr not
xrong now when lt callr thls tendency by lls rlghl !trm€.

People oflen acl dlf,erently ae lndlvlduals, and Elve
dl[erenl erplanadone for thetr actlonr, than wheu they
act and speak ar groupr. Whcn an lndlvldual gets tbed
and wantc to gulq he ueually rayr he le drcd and he
qultl or he Juet droPe out wlthout Eaylng uythln8 at
all, and that'r all there ta to lt, That h8s been happcnlng
ln our lDternatloual movemeat for 100 1aarr.

But when the rame klnd of people declde ar a Sroup
to 8Et oul of the llne of fue by Settlng out of the party'
tbey need the cover of a facdon and a 'pollthal' rational-
lzatlon. Any 'polltlcaf erplanallon wtll do, and ln any
case lt ls Ft?tty certrln to be a Phony erPlanatlon' That
aleo har been golng on for aboul 100 yeara.

The present car€ of the CodlranlE trsdc uDlonltts lr
no excepflon to thlt rule. Out of tbe dear eky we hear
tbat Eome 'proftralonal trade uulonl,rtr' are ruddcnly
agalnst us bccaure we are 'Stallnophobea,' and they arc
hellbenl for an orlentadon loeard Stlllnlrm. Why' that'r
thc damnedecl noruenle I errcr heardl They rrcvcr had
that idca ln thetr headr undl thft nght ltarted' And bow
could they? Tbe Slaltnhts bsve SotleD themselver bo'
Iated tb lhe labor movement, and lt's pobon to touch
them. To go looklng for lhe Stallntrt8 It to cut yoursclf
ofi from the labor mowmeDt, and therc party "trrdc uDloD'
trtf don't wanl to do that.
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the pcoplc ln Mlchtgan pho are hollertng for ut tomate an ortentadotr towerd the $taltnlete have uo such
orLDtatloD on tbelr owa home groundr. And they,re pcr-
ftctly rtght about thaL I don;t &ny tlat people ittc
Clarlc, Barteu, and Fraatcl have heard votcei a.rd senvlclonr of a gold mtrt hldden ln the Sialinlrt hillg _ Iwlll dbcuar thls hallucluatlon at another ttme _ bui the
Cochranlte trrde udonl8h h&veD,t the slightclt lntenuon
3f p. olng 

- 
proenecdng tbere. They are nol even tookirrgln that dtrecdoD. Wbat't amazltrg lr the lnslnelity of

thelr support of the orhntalton towa;d the Stallnlste. da|s
completsly artiltcla! for lactional purposes. No, you havelo say the orlentaflon to*ard StaIIDtsm, ag fir as the
Michlgan bade unioDlrts arc concerned le a phony.

- Ilrhat ts the rrrt thtng we hear? Tihat they a're full of-SnevaDcer- agaln t the party 'rcglltre.. I always get !u!-plclouc whan I hear of grlcvancea, especially frorn-people
whom you dldn,t hear tt from befol. Wf,uo f *"-p"o_
ple rc,volllng agalrnar the party on the ground that Ure!;re
bcen. brdly treated by thla tsrrlble reglme ln o,r, pu"iy _
whlch lr achrally the fakerL most democra.tlc and eaay-going tegtme- ln the hlrtory of the human race * I alwayr
remind myrelf of the sordr oI J. phrpont Morgan. Her-aid: "l)verybody har at tead two learons for what hedoer-a good reaaon and the real reason," nrey,ve giuen
a-tood reaEon for thelr oppoeltlo&. Now I wani t, foo*
what the hell le the real reason.

It can't h t" p"rty,, hoatllty to Stallnlsm, ar they
ray * becaure the Cochranlte tr;de uDloniEts 

'woUan,t
toucb the Stattnlsto *lth a ten-foot polc, oot 

"r,"n 
ft you

etood behlnd tbem wlth bayoneto and lfhted firecraciers
under thelr coattalls.

It can't bc the lhlrd l orld Congreor, concernlng whlch
3"I- y" ruddeu.ly working up a iather. fn"* "o-^i"Lln Mlchlgan bave many admirable qualltbo, as has b€enthorn ln the p&rL bul they're by no meano the most
laternatonalLGmtnde d rccdon of the party; ,rot iy iar.Ihey're not that ec0on of tbe party m"ii r"ir".Lil,
tbeoredcal q.reetlone, the Iletrott Ura"O, 

"oa 

- 
to 

-roy,
haa becn mort remLer h thc bechfng and rhrdy 

"f U."rllt
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th.ory, and le now paylng a terrlble prlce for lt. ahb
ir.oiti u""o't got " tingle clas! 8oln8; no clagg l" Y3:*'
;;,--;; 

"1"* 
-tn party hletorv, no claar on the 'Thlrd

Woild Congreee or anythlng et8€' So when they tuddenty

i-pl *in-rfr" demand that the Tbird World CongretE

le--naUea to the psrty'! maathead, I cay thst'o another

'roof reaEon. but lt's a Phony too'-Tte r.al reason ls that they are ln revoh agalnrl the

p.rty ,fttt"tt fully knowlng why' For. the younS^nll-
itent, rfre party ts a n€cesslty valued above. everythlng

elge. The party wae the very life of these mililants.when

ii., ,rut"'yoring and really mflltant' They didn't care

for Jobsi they feared no hazards' Ltke any other flr8t-

"i"r. i""of"utnirts, they would qult a Job at the drop

of " t ut lf the party wanted thcm to go to dnoth€r town'
q,anted them to do thta or that' Il wae alwayr the party

ftrrt.
The Dartv ls the btgbcat Prtze to the young tradc- unlon-

f"t' JU-o- Ue""-ee a 
-revolutlonbt' the apple of hls eye'

irr 
"i" 

tie ievoluttontet who becomes transform€d iatc

"-traae 
unionlst - we have all lcen thls happen more

[."- oi"" - tr," Party ls no prlzc at all' The mere trsde

unlonist, who thlnke ln terms of 'unlon Polltlcs" and -power

;ioJ fu llttle caucurcr wtth ltltle fakers to run for rome

iii0; "m;: 
puohing one'a per'ronat lnt€cst here andlhere -

"rfr\. shoutd he belong to E revolutlonEry Party? For

;,i ;';;;;.;-ue p"t"tv ls a mulstone around hlr neck'

interGrfng wtth hlg aucoear a! a'practical' lradc unlon

;;i'ii;i;;: And in tbe presenl polltlcel rttuatlon ln 
-thaI"*rrtiy, rr'" a dangcr- ln the unlon, ln the lhop' and

ln llfe tn general.*'ih" -;;;i 
;alorltv of the plltv trade u-nlonhts-under-

grand iU thls ag well ia we do' Ttre vulgar lrade unlonlif
.pp".i"f n" Cochr&nlte! onlv repels-tbem' II *:I-::*
iider themsclveg to bc revolutlont't! llrlt snd trade unlon'

i"t. 
-.u"ota. ln other wordr, they are Party pcoplc' ar

all revolutlonbtr ar:.
-I thitk tt'r a Steat Elbutc to our tradldon' to our eadr€a

to-G" te"a"r"ttp of our psrty, that we have- ruccecded

ii r".Lu"s Co&anlrm to a lrrro? 
'Gcdon 

of the Party
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membershlp. It'r E great sallsfactlon, in thege troubled
and heavy dme8, to rce the grcet majorlty of the party
rtandtng flrm agalnst all prereuree, In the iurther cour*of tLe dlscusclon, we wlI strlle still heavter blows andchlp orf e few more herc and there, We don't want to
see anybody leave the p&tty t, we can help lt.
. Bu! €oul-Baving ls not our maln occupatlon, We arc

determimd to probct the psrty from demorallzoflon, andve ylll do lhat. We are conerned wtth indlvlduals onlywllhln that framework. Ihc reacue of polttlcal derellctr
c6n bc lefr to the Salvauon Army. For u& the party cortre!n1! and nobody will be aUowed to disrupt tt.

T'hirr ,ight ia of the moot declsive imp<i,rtance becauac
the prospect before our party la the prorpect 

"i *ai anOar that goea wlth It. We sec the dongers and the dlfil-
oglUcg - ae well aa the great opportunlttre! * which lle
ahe&d of ur, and Just becau!€ of thal rrc want to g€ttbe,party in ahape befole thc worst blows tatt ufon ue.
. P" p:.ty llne and perspecdves, and the party leader-rhlp, wiII be scttled tn lh to ight for a long time io come.When harder umes cohe, ird when ,.i 

"pp"i""ruu,open up, we don't want to leave any doubt ln anv com-rade'e mind a8 to what the party ltrrc tc and 
"if,o 

tfr"party Ieaders are. Theee qucs$ons wlll bc eettled ln thtalsht
The Sociallgt WorLers party hae the rtght, by ltE pro-gram and lts record, to asplre to a greai future. That,smy oplnlon. Tbal w&8 the oplnton oi Troteky, Thete lsa lle lnr the document of the Cochraui; ihEi;;;""at lhe 1946 SWp convendon end at tte ."treges on-Ge

Amerlcan 
-Revolutton adopbd there. It 

"uyri 
,W" -*J""

9lli:en of destby, at leart ln our own mindel. In that

-d:l,:t:r. 
of the parry'e- arptradon, the whole lur"fr"frtioctpltulrtory ldeology of Cochranlrm k contalngd.

. In f929, rhen Troteky wac deported to Constantlnople,
the vlc.tory of Stallnlsm wao compleb, and he wae iso-laEd and alraogt alorrc. Outrl& the Sovlet Unlon, there
were 

-only ab.ut 2fi) peoplc ruppordng hkn tn the whotcworl{ and half of them werc the forcciwe had organlu€d
ln tLe U. S. Ttoteky rrotc ur a lcttu rt that dme fi wnict
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he halled our movement in the Unlted Stetes. He said
our worl was of world htetorical algrrtflcance becauge,

ln the le6t analy8l8, all of the Probhms of the epoch wlll
be setUed on Amerlcan aoll' He satd lhat he dldn't know
*hether a revolutlon would eome here rooner than ln
other placeE, but ln any csse lt was n€oea8ary to prepare

by organlzln8 the nucleus of the party of the future
revolutio[.

1'hat'8 the llne we have been worklng on. Our cadrei
heve been ralsed on thal doctrlrE' l hen I read in the

Cochranlte document that cynlcal dlemisral of our rev'
olutlonary aspiratlon8, I remembeted a epecch I made
to our younB comr&de6 thlrteen yearo ago ln Chlcago'
The occaslon wEE our Activc Workert Conferencc, held
jurt a month or so after the death of the OId Man' al
when everybody blt berefi; whe! tbe ques0on ln tbe minde
of all, here and all owr the wotl4 war whether the move-
menl could gurvlve wlthout Trotsky'

At the end of the confer:ncg I Save E speech end I
rald to the young actlvitta there:'You are tbG real men
of deetlny, fot you alone repr€sent the future.' We put
tbe game conoept ln the 1946 conveEuoD these..

That hae been the porition of 8Il our mUltants who
sre Btandtng tospther &rough thlr long' hard battle' A
young comrade ln Califor.rla, one of the leadlng party
actlvistt, potnted the Cochranlte smer out to me and
eald: 'What about that? U I didn't thlnk our Perty hEs

a grcat future, why ghould I be wllllng lo devots my
llfe and everything I have to the party?' Anyone who
low-retes the party and crosseg otr ltt fuhrre ou8ibt to
aek him$lf whst he lr dolng tn the p&rty. b he hers
on a vhlt?

The party demandt a lol, and you eatr't Slve a lot
and rlsk everythlng unleea you thlnk lhe party 18 worth
tt. The party lg worth lt, Ior tt l! the party of the future'
And tht8 perty of the future h Dow onc€ a88ln 8Etdn8
Iu ehare of hletorlcal luck. Once &8ain, 8E h f93940'
It hae the opPortunity to settle & fundam.ntal corfllct
ln open diacusalou before a war' on the eve of a war.

Before World War II the party wes confronEd rlth
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a factlon whlch threateEd lb program and thereby ltr
rlgbt to e st, Itr/e'dld!'t have to jump tmmedlately tnto
thc war before the que8don rao *ttled. We rpere working
ln lhe opeu wh0e thc real of our comradea tn Europ€ were
undergrouod or !r concaoEadon campr, VYe herc ln Amerl-
ca eere prlvlleged to conduct a debate for the qrhole Intsr-
natioasl over a perlod of geven monthe.

The rame thlng ls happentng agaln now. ltr/e ought
to r.cognlre lhls hbtorical luck and take advartage of
It. lte bcet way to do thL fs to extend and ampllfy the
dlecuealon. .I wlll repeat what Comrade Dobbr eald, that
our alm ls not to apllt the party but to break up the
aput and eave tbe patty. lrye rul try to prevent a spllt
by a polltlcal f,ght rblch hll! the oppoottlon oo hard
thst lt car hsve no perrpecdvee l! I 8plll. If we can't
prevenl a rpUt, eG wlll Educe it to the rmallest por-
rlblc rLae,

ldeanttme, ue wlll dewlop the party *otk otr all fronte.
No party work ls gol"ng to be sabotag€d. If th€ attempt
lc made, we wlll move our forces ln everywhere and take
over, We wlll not per&lt the party to tte dlEruplEd by aabo.
tage or deralled by a gpllt any mor\e than we dld !n
19{0. We have made e good starl, and we cron't stop
untl.l we have won anotber compleE vlctory lD the struggle
for a :revoludonary party.


