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Resolution NC 10.3.84.

1. INDUSTRIAL 86

A, The level of strikes is still low.iThe slight economic upturn since 1981
remains slight: manufacturing investment is still falling.

B. Thus sullen, weary resentment rema&ns the dominant meod in the working
classs But the tremendous turnout en February 28 — after a weak call from
the TUC, so late that it gave almest no time to organise — shews that this
sullen, weary resentment can very quickly change into angry action.

C. After the June 1933 electien, the tep TUC leaders decided that the Tories
were now entrenched for a whole peried, and that their (the leaders') resle
must be not to fight the Tories but tnr act as bargainers between the Tories
and the working class. The Blackpeol TUC decisions and the TUC's betrayal of
the NGA followed.

But bargainers need something te bargain with amd semething to bargain
about: and the Torics are not always ready to grant these te the TUC leaders.
Thus explosions like February 28. i

- TUC leaders are already moving te minimise the impact of their breach
with the Tories over GCHQ. But Britain's (and the capitalist world's) social
crisis, the tenscness of class relati&ns, and the inherwnily contradictory
position of the trade urion leaders themselves, make more such explesions
likely. i

D. Another factor fer instability is the state of the Toriss. The decay cf
the 'Falklands Focter', the repented scandals, and their internal divisiens
all make the government look far less formidable.

B. Up to June 1983 employers had been very cautious abeut using the Tory
enti-union laws. Now they are much balder. These laws are now, and se far as
we can predict will continue to be, a centrzl issue in the class struggle.

Thousands of militants are aware of this. Yet thors is no ceserdinated
labrur movement campnign against the laws. No-one has taken an initiative to
launch one.

We should argue for the BLOC conference (sce below) to launch such a
campaign, -n the basis of:

* TUC should break »ff all collaberation and talks with the Teries,
Trade unions to commrit themselves te defiance of the law,
Solidarity strikes-to defend any union penalised,
Democratic delegate camprign committees at both national and local

* k%

level,

A campaign sct up by BLOC is liable to be very much a Militant front.
Nevertheless it will be too weighty in the labeur movement fer us te hope to
launch an alternative. We will have to take the initiative for local cemmit—
tees where we can have more influence, and use what pressure we can to get
more rpen and democratic functioning nationally.

If BLOC does net launch a campaign, we should gather what suppert we can
in the labour movement to help initiate one ourselves.

T, Health cuts are another majer area fer large-scale activity by us, through
the local health campaigns which exist in most areas.

We should argue for occcupations =nd supporting strike action, and for a
socialist pelicy on the NHS3.

Health Fightback 84 is prtentially an impertant initiative in linking
together activists in this field, but it is limitcd by the fact that it is led
by a small group ef individuals, mainly ex-League members, who are evidently
suspicious ef central Leaguc involvement. We shsuld maintain pressure for a
newsletter t> be set up and try to get an input into it.



2.

Privatismaticon, cepaciclly in the RIS, is also likely to be a1 majer
jgsue this years we must argue for o ruivusnd teo got involved in % the grecifac—
etions and tendering procass, for strike action to roesist privatisation, and
for nationalisation withoud compenantion of the supply inuuutrlvv

G. Defence of Liverpeol ﬂouncil is central 4o the leeal grvernmont outs Cight
right now. Ye should argue for unions to suppert Liverpool with industrial
action and, in the event of leerpoo‘ being cut off by 1hp bankss, for othur
Labour councils to solidarise by suspending pnymont of intercst churges.

Liverpool aside, however, leadership is more hikely to come [rom the
council unions than from tho Ladbour cnuncillinra.

NALCO has a policy o« non—cocporntion wioth the nbolition of metropoii~
tan authorities, We must fizht for that policy to W enforeaed (which wili
mean backing it up with “,le‘ action in cnrse of victimisations), and for it
to be adopted by other iocnl authorily unionu.

NALGO's policy of no cover for unfilled vacrnercs oust also been
enforcued. , '

Arainst job euts and reduadancies, especinlly those likely te rusuli
from rabe-capping, we should argue for unions $o toke industricl action
{(whether the jeob cuts/icjundanciwu Aare their own menbers, cor members of other
local authority unionz)e. Wo shovld alse fight to commit unions to national
indagtrinl astion in suppert of 2oonl industrial netion trken in partisulae
authorities: otherwise, workers in poeticalorly hard-hit authoritics, cegs
those scleocted for rate—eapping, will be isolotud.

The building of ioint shop stewards' committecs — and, where pessible,
stowards' committoes extundirg wcoroess soveral authoritices, ©.Ze acrous
Londen -~ ig also importint. So are links butween those stewards' comnitteos
and tenants' and comaunity sroupd.

’J)
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Lo 'Brook colisboration' romiing o very apt slognn, and should be centralein the fora

‘Bregk coll g{voi({ttoﬂ Jivht the Tories!’ This shovid be co \~. ih 1 propugandd fnr seneral strike action
He W1 1 passaze of time, THegnll tho woomes Tess usable. We should

-phase 1t out.

C. The 'workurs government! cun bardly be.used ns o sleogun it the wresent
period. Tre basic perapective of transforring the labour movement which 1%
cxpresaes romaing valid, but the immediste task is 1o reoriont the Left to-
wards a new drive for Fuch trangformntion: the cmphasiz in this sphore is
MOTC ON Propiyar .da than on aeitation, ﬁh'shouhlsuytunauch[nupwcanda

. While maintaining political oriticism of the Kinnogk /ddtferoluy ccntrﬁ»
1gnt leadorshin, we must howover publ more stross on placing demmds on thome

Ao The PORJ Bread Lett bas just led itsell into 2 flasco, and the loft wing
teadership of the KU is in the process of dozng the same, But the noew Broad
Lofts, for all their wesknesona, arc an important, maybe oven o ogeewing,
factor in the Iabour movenonbe

Be We sthould eanck to toild the Rroad Lefis and 10 arpue within them for:
#0nen and dormoeratic political debase {(within which we advocate our

policivs) - in contrast to the consensus method practised by the POSH Brond

Lot = :

* A oorientation tuwords direet strayggles and to the roak and file

generally (as we have fonsht for in the UCH over Basingsiok:) — in contrist

to tradoe union electoralism.
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C. The BLCC confercrice on March 24 will be importent. We should intervene with
. the planned pamphlet discussing the experience of the POEU and CPSA Broad Lefts,
~and wiih the proposal for a campaign on anti-union laws.

, The confercnce 3 also likely to signal the emergence of 'Militant' as

the dominant left foree in the unions - a development which starkly cxposes

the nonsense of those who counterpcse trade union work to Labour Party worke

4s 'Militant' increases in sizo, it will become less monolithic: therc are

gigns of this alrcady. We should devote some attention to propaganda specifi-

cally deeigned to win over 'Kilitant'! sympathisers.

D. While O Workplace Branches are uneliklely to grow rapidly igto
a major force in the unions, their role in an individual workplacs
for drawing a group of activists around us and as & moans to take
cur propaganda directly into workplaces makes them important for
our potentizl to grow.
T We shcould whepever poszible initiate WPBs and turn thom to agita~
tion om general issues confronting the unions and usc them as a 'bvack-
up' to our union work on issues within the workplace.
2 JONEN
hs We should support the June conference planned oty WE on women and local
government cuts. This conference can both make an important contribution to
a struggle in which we have mwany other channels of invelvemncent, and give
UF o chance to regroup forves.

Be The contral resources available for this work sre slight and are likely
to be fully taken up by organising for the confaerence and producing the WX
papere.

In the bronches cowrades should establish orders for the paper (and
payment for them) cnd zeck WP members and affiliotions.

Ae¢ Youth work has been our major arca of recruitment over recent months,
and is likely to continue to be so. '

B. J. confercncs must boe un all-out mobilisation of our youth this year as
proviously. ’

C. For J. campaigning activity our mzin prioritics should be YCND {see below)
and Y13, The twe main lineg of YTS work are: organising local YTS action groups
with trade unionigis, and wnionising YTScrs; and buioding n Campaign Against
Compulsion among unemploycd youth and tech or schocl students.

D. Starting with the March 24-5 youth school we necd to devote more consisteont
cffort to cducation of our youth, with reguler schouls, cte.

E. Student issues should now be taken up within the labour movement. We must take part in and
initiate campaigns (which might not mean more thun moving a motion in budget meeting or
manifesto wriiing session) to ensure that councils finance Further Education student unions
adequately (on the same scale as Poly and University student unions) and ensure their autonomy
from college authoritics.

Autonomy is now the burning issue in the Universities: comrades must be aware of this and
ready to respond when a dispute breaks out in their area by providing labour movement support.
As a routine, comrades through their positions in the labour movement should make contact with
Labour Clubs. They should be informed of labour movement meetings and our broad group
meetings.

Industrial disputes should be encouraged to visit college student unions or Labour Clubs to

-drum up support.
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5. _LABOUR PARTY

LRI KBS SR LT I ST L R

Q,,Thollabour-Left is 8%ill in retrest. Bat this must not be overestimatod
or progented as a uniform process. The Left iz not dead, and while scotions
like the LCC have moved 4o the sentre-right, others have moved closer to our
pelitios. ‘ R :

Be Benn's triunphant return to Parlisment imay galvanise the Campaign group
and open the way for a new broad organigsation of the Left, But therc are no
rery-olear signs of that at present: any suoh develcpments look like coming
slowly rather than soon.. A o

What could change thasc calculationz, and previde a spur 10 a more
rapid reassembling of the Left, is & mova by the centre-right to gut mandatory
reselection,

Until then, broad Left fronte like LAW and CLFD are tticking over', and
Jur main job is tou reoricnt and re—eduoate the morc serious Left.

>« This must uot be intorpreted as au inward-looking orientation. Turning the
Js outwards, and especially tuilding workplaoe branches, is vital: they can
previde new reauits to replage the jaded leftists sho ere now moving to the
sentre-~right,. ‘ :

Thors arc at present no.cther organised foroes in tadse branches.
Baoguee 'there are fow buraaucratic pressures on branches and they
are a new form of organisation looking for a role,; ithey are very
.open 16 our ideas on the aotivity and direction they should have,
- We:have the opnortunity t¢ build support very rapidly out of a
ivs towards the formwation of branches and the oreation of a
national neiwork,. . e :

De 4 major fnotor in tho Loft's retrent has been the activity of tho 'loeal
government Loft'. 4 whols segmount of leftists, who could have beoome an
oducating, orgonising, inspiring forse for hroader seotions of the labour
movement, have allowed {themselves to be capiured by the bourgeois structures
of local govarnment. : '

Their political inadequncies, rather than boing remedied through the
enlightoning effests of experionce and the cduozticnal efforts of tlemost
oonscious revelutionarices, have been consclidated, and have become a spreading
infections The left, having got into council positions, has adapted itself to
the limits of %he established siructures (becnuse it kad ro olear idea of
how to fight them), and then beoome a foree 4rying to educate the rest of the
labour movement to accept those limitse. '

Some of our own comrades in local government have not becn immune to
this procoss. Wa must tighten up our integration of such comrades’ into the
organisation, and approach any new nominations for local government pesitions
with caution. DACURA 84 Rk & ¢ b be 4ekea by £C. '

Tho job of scoialist counsillors is to use the council 28 a platform to
advance working class cloims, not ¢ select the most deserving of those
claims to be fitted within the limits of balancing the budget of the 'local
statct, ‘ '

E. Our broad groups are gencrally spenking no longor broad groups, but an

ideologically defined Trotskyist current., This is no bad thing in itself,
though it must be rocognised that we have done much l3ss with this tactic than
we could have done, '

&t the same time the B. nctwork has established itself as a voice of the
Left. _ .

This i3 not entirely positive. B was launched by people who split from
the broad groups over the question of rate rises. They have consigtently
maintained their opportunist attitude to the loeal government Left since.

That the central B people garnish their cpportunism by 'revolutionary’
phrase-mongering liks 'Labour Take The Eowor' only makes it worse.



Rathergtiii gziﬁagzgu1§§ wlth?the C. Left bgeauaa Et hga pandered to them,

’ g ite readers ae a Marxist publication should it has
Tlattered then. Corr@spcn&ingly‘i% has shown little ability to or’an‘ a
: rg&he; than ref?ect &evalepments:‘thaAnumben of actual *B &ctivis%s’lzg tinya

Bg cf?en aave hig cﬁroalaﬁion9{£they are roroly able to organiss
rogular activigt meetings of any sigzs,

B's pelitiocal weeknees i not 4he weakness of nai
but the pclitigs of a tiny but ontrenchad centrigt sact
‘ But the infiyence of B is a fact, To boycott B would isglate ug need-
leasly (and hang over the whole thing to Sh). To go for o full nationalegeale
confrontation with the centrsl B Pecple would at begt lsave us with a shell
and a bad odour around ug, We should therefors focus on building local B,
g€roupa, on cur politios ag far ag poesible; gradually orystallising a loft
wing in the B nedwork through these losal groups; and gotting more political
input into the national B, -

In looal B 8roups we must presa for:

* in alleround, rather than narrowly C., activigt orientation;

* Rogular neetings;

* Qur politics on ispues like outa/rate riges, tho AES, the TEC,

LP workplace brarches, ete. '

If we uvse loocal § groups Yo organise a bronder Lefty then we must
correspondingly tighion up our leocal Throng groups’s Alongside the B aroup
reetings we must have r2gular advertissd Ybrood group! mestings, Obviously
these should be dostgned so as to fulfill a different specifis funotion from
B group meetings, c.ze with more educational content, more organising in
areag other than ¢ work, otes 2ut the basic cssential is to maintain owr own
profi ig.

vety or immaturity,

®

, The aim of our activity in B groups mist be Yo organise people, ndt to
roduce local cempetitors to our papery to divert our resources into producing
such competitors, or to use local Bs as a goft-option alternative to Our paper.
e financial and human-rescurccs commitmonts to producing local bulletins
met boe chedked and discussed with the Eﬁ., which after consulting with
wanches should have powsrs to decide in such matteors, Lo

Botter active B groups with skimpy duplicated bulletins than thick
winted bulletins and lit4le real organising activity bheyond producing and
sirculating these bulicting, ‘

o The CND leadership have a *locg haul® strategy whioh effectively mg&ns
weeepting Cruise as an aonomplished factd and watering down unila@erallsm. '
'his stratogy can only demobilise CND. Yot CND as yect shows no sign of faﬁlng
waye Jdnud tho constant threats of war in the interrational situation provide
timulus encugh to keep a large number of people actiwd in CND.

fo We have bogun to develop a collective intorvention in CND over the last nine
ionths or so: it is still weak and necds BOTe TESOUrces, :

e The main lines of our inturvention are: no sgquivocation on unflate?aliﬁm§
‘or OND to campaign for withdrawzl from NATO; a lgbour movement/LP orientation
especially TU boycoits); domocracy in CND and YCND, Qwr propaganda shou}d
1sc seek to draw peopie towsrds us from CND by pointing ocut the connections
wiween war and canitalism,

‘e We should continue support for the Grecnham Common peace camg and the
omen's peace movement, and reject ignorant blankot c§1ticlsm of tgem'ag. .
opprosed to all politics?, 'relying on pacifist oppogiticn of the ;§d1v1aua

o war', etc, .t the same time we should try to help these women build for
abour movement action (especially trade union boycotts), and try to encourage
hem to join the fight inside CHD. ,



2 T also supporting the May 26 Coventiry demo, our main push in the ‘ ional

" oom: hould bo for the June § anti-Resgan demo, We wouid urge NO nationa
m‘;%mﬁﬁrh&fe&?; { reg?ongl mabilisation &stea , favouring instead national mobilisation for the
BRE ‘ ' Reagan demo.

8. INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

P

Every League branch must undertake ACTIVE involvement in ai least one field of international
solidarity work. Small branches should focus attention on one campaign, and doing the work
- well: larger branches should endeavour to cover more than one, but with emphasis on active,
organising work rather than just ‘going to meetings’.
" Priority campaigns - to be selected according to local opportunities and problems — should be
1. Ireland (LCI)
2. Palestine (LMCfP)
3. Turkey (TSCJ
4. South Africa (Anti-Apartheid)
5. Central America.
 Occasional briefing papers should be issued to keep branch members informed of develop-
ments and issues in solidarity work. :
9. BUILDING THE Li:GUE
4s We need a tuwrn away from too much ‘'going-to-meetings! aotivity, and
towards both 'Wiganisation' (mass campaigning activity) and more intensive
education and propaganda wecrke :

Be The mein areas for 'Wiganisation' (mass campaigning activity) should
be health cuts, YTS, YOND, . ' (Not necessar-

ily in that order: local priorities will have to be decided in consultation
between hranches and the EC ), :

We need a national drive to build J. WPBs. The 03C will determine
the poseibilities all branches have 4o form them in their area and set
targets for cach branch on how many WPBs to initiate.within a given
time l1imit., Each branch shall ensure that one comrade is responsible
for overseeing this work.

Ce 48 part of this political turn, we nced i \ ;
I ica 2 ced a drive on - i
also nccessary finanoially. ' * paper sales. This is

Ds We should orgamise = recruitment drive especially among youth. We necd to

more resources for the centro (especcially on :
Organiser for such work. (esp ¥ on the paper) to free the Youth



