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GRENADA .- "hat Aoes it mean Tor the world situation?

Smith
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over Argentina becaime an iiportant turn;ng point in that process.
task force Was.the'wreen light for imperialism to use the military force
avallable to it to regain what it had lost since its Vietnam defeat and turn
the tide against national liberation struggles. Indeed Begin Justlfled hlS
invasion of the Lebanon that way. (If Mrs Thatcher can.defend her interests

8,000 miles away, we can defend ours 6C miles away. )

- Qur interndl debateson the Malvinas war revealed probably the most
serious differences between the two former traditions that therc is. It
involves our overall view of the world, how it leldee up and the nature and
role of world imperialism. The Grenada invasion however sheds very important
newelight on that debate, which should now be examined, It is Jjust not poss-
ible to look at Grenada in other than the context of the world situation.

One of the key differences in the Malvinas debate was our contention
(at that time the minority5 that a Thatcher victory wounld have a serious
effect on the "world balance of class forces!" to the adventage of imperial-
ism. We said it would be a major boost to the US war drive and would worsen
the condltlone under which liberation etrugéles would be conducted in places
like Central America, the Middle East and Southern Africa,

The Carolan Kinpell Hill leadership of the current majority in . the
movement have argued strongly against this view, The Malvinas war daes not
feature in the analysis of the world situation projected by the movement I
introduced a resolutlon at the last NC to try to alter that 51tuatlon.'
Carolan at a recent EC repeated his view that the Palklands war was an ﬁeﬁa-
chronism®, szome thing whlcllwas:repeated often in the debate at the time. In
document seven we set out our views on the relations hlp between the war and

the - world situation in the following way: (this is the whole section)

The international balance of forces

The last period has scen several euocessoq for the antl-lnperlallst
struggle, Vietnam, Apgola, Mozamblque, Zimbabwe, Iran, Nicarague - the
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‘ Desp;te all_the anti-imperialist successes, nowhore have anti-imporialist
victories been carricd through to the building of a workers government,
There is thus intornationally a verv tight balance of forces, tilted by the
string of anti-imperialist victories against thec imperialists, There can
be no doubt about the direftion that the impecrialistswould like to take -
the direction that they are forced to look in, They have built their rule
and profits om umparallclcd barbarism, @&n the blood 2nd suffering of
millions., In their desperation; they will be perfectly ready to defend
their rul® and pofits in cxactly the sawe way., There is no cost, in the
blood of humanity, that they would not be willing to pay to control the
anti-imperialist struggle, reverse it, take away the gains that they have
been forced to concede. That is what Reagan's dcfence of the right wing
'regimes of central Amcrica is about, That is what Mitterand has been tour-
ing Africa to say. That is what Thatcher want to sec the Sultan of Oman
about., With the cnomy forced to become more and more desperate, the anti-
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Tn TB 12, Kinnell challenges that view, and we put a lengthy rejoinder
in IB 15 as follows: ' ' '

The minority starting point _ : =
Tor the minority, Thatcher's decision to go to war made the-international
dimecnsion the key factory. Far from being a "Falklands issuc", the war had
become a world issue of considerable importance. Thatcher's decision had
made it a war of imperialist authority. Imperialism would now use it to try
to reestablish its ability tu use a military option around the world which it
had lost to such a seriosus dezrec in Vietmam and since, It would use it to
demonstrate its ability to crack the whip and make the oppressed nations
- jump back into line. In other words, Galtieri's move had changed from an
invasion with renctionary =2inms into a war between an imperialist power and
an oppressed nation, Its outcome would seriously affcect thce world political
situation., A Thatcher defeat would be a scrious setback for ilmperialism,
whilst a Thatcher wictory would dtrengthn imperialism all overthe world, It

would as we have said alter the balance of forces on a world scale to the
advantage of imperialism. ’

The majority stakced a lot on attacking our refcrence to a "world balance
of forces™, Sometimes they have denied its cxistence, at others they have
called it M"intangible®, Mamorphous" or ridiculed it. At othcr tiies, they
have effectively accented sur point, such as ¢oarade C's admission on
p.20 of IB 9 that Thatcher's war was a factory in the Lebanon invasion,

"No doubt the w-r in the Sosuth Atlantic was a factor im when the Israells
launched their war®, )

However much that gquote underplays the situation, it accepts the basic
point, that the Malvinas war created an international situation im which
Begin felt he could launch a war of genocide against the Palestinians, (If
~Thatcher could defend her interests 8,000 niles away, he could defond his
60 miles away, he said). It concedés that Thatcher's war has increascd the
abillity of imperialism to usc its military option. Y

An.ambivaleny attitude to the strengths and weaknesses of imperialism
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attack ‘other scctions of Workers is strengthened by it, Vet wher we talk
aboutthe strengths ana Weaknesses of imperialism, it is uscd as one of the
reagons to call us Maoist. Thatcher nade her assessment., Her summary of the
result of war was: "Britain 88 great again", She now heads a government which
has a new authority in the world; which can act as the cutting edge for
world iuaperialism, She has shown that military power can bo used.

- This view was ridicul&d in the preconfercnce discussinns. The majority
argued that thcre was no validity in an overall assessment of the world
situation. We were told that the Falkland war was f"'restricted to the
Falkland/Mal vinas isse" (IB 18'p.6).7WG were told thot assessments of its

cffecks on the world situation were Mamorphous™ nnd invalid,

Supporters. of the majority Casey and McViear in Scotland wrote, claim-
ing to represent the whole membership, 2 crass insulting and slnntcd report
on my contribution to the Scottish aréa_aggrcgate - which had taken up a1l
nspects of thc Malvinas situntion ineluding its world context — in which

they said the following about this particular point:

- 8mith, however, obvisusly rogarded such_aﬁtontlﬁn.belngnp?liifigpﬁgg
question of the:invasion as nit-picking which pnlcd }ntodlosife Th;'
before his analysis of the "bhalance of farces® on a-wor£ ?zg n.nq'egtic
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Siiiori, raiging from the Israeli %nvasinn of E?c Le?aiﬁi Eécféiogargowever,
offensive against the unions. Despltc the grandeur o a5 ] Ve

the comrades wers unimpressed,

Taking up.ﬁur #iew that the war had to boe seen from the point ofrv1ew
of the actions of -lmperialism nnd-thoiimplicatinns of the war on a world

scnle, the majority resolution to the spceeial confercnce (sighed by Carolan
L ’ .

ete) said the foliowing:

The Argentine working clags should never subnrdinate its oﬁnbcigssn the
struggle to estimates of the "intermatiosnal bal-nce of forces cetween 1
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Iin fact the rosolutioy went on in the next scntence to imply & progress-
ive outcome to thoe war: nThe Apgentind reginc,; on the other hand, has

certainly been weakened by the defente This rosult is a DLOW ag-inst imperi-

alism and capitalist c-ntrol in Latin America," (By umph&sis).

e argued ot the time agninst thils absolutely fantastic view of the
situation. We arguecd tunt very fnf from being a blow against capitalist
control in Latin America, 1t would verj serisasly lncreasg the hand of
imperinlism in the region. I remconber AT EULNE precisely that revolutionary
fighters in El galvador would not feel etrengthencd At the moment of
Thatcher's victery but would foel very vulnerabie indeed, EL Salvadnr
gtands now nbsolutely cxposecl as the most Likely noxt in line for masslve

U8 military action.

US i.perizlism is on the rampagc. They now sny thot their actions in
the Lebannn in dircct military support of the Prlangist forces is actlon

designed to woprotect their fundamcntal intcrests in the regiont, If conrades

in the prescnt majority in the WSL are un~blce To sed the significance of
such n statement it is & very serious situatinon, If they L but continuc

o deny the ralc of the Molvinas war in it, it can‘only be becausc they are
blinded by their seriously wrong view Of the world which inforus their

positions.

Smith 26-~10-83,

N.B. . . .
The Grenada invasion also answers the allegation made against us in
the Malvinas debate that the call for a special conference was irrespon-

B%ble since the Falkland war had become a "historical issue™ once the
fighting ceased,






