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-
IREL,AWD: SOI,IBIIIOS

Polnt (a) wse rura.nimouelJ aocepted by th€ IICr and Point (b) of Joneer e 
-

a,nendnemi, too, rith the uoilifioatioa (aereeat ty Jmes) to replao€- trtlithin
thiE stiu€gle..." "t thc b€8.ianilt€ of the Esooaal seatenoe tY rrla this
context.. .'
The resolutioa thus reaile:

11 l{e Sine unoontlitioual Eopport to the fight of, +,be @tbolio niaorityr aacl

thoee oreanieattone whLch flcht. ta its defenoe, 1u Xorthern lrelanil, aSatngt
British frapErtalim (ed ftJlrish relreeentatives) an6 io a rmitcid lr€laaa.

2. tle fight for &tlttsh tfoopg to get out - ruroonditionall.y anit imealiately".
'3. lle orppot the riSht of the IBA to strlke aSatrst Eitisb Dilitaay and
state taag€t8 - evm if re naSr Erestlo[ tbe teotiaal riedon - but rre oonaeina
attaokB oa olviliaaec ltlteBe oriteria app\y to ov€[t6 i,l Bi'tt'i.tl aail Irolard
equal\r.
4. tl6 support tbe etruggle of the republioaa mrrclrut to tlrive or* Brltisb
inperiali@r while we @itioiee the nationalist aad nilitarist limitatioas
of the IRA Ieadershipr In this oontext ne ootmtenpose a fight to link the
etruggle a8atnst partitioa ri.th a! all-Ireland olase Doeement. ftris is the
struggle to il€rr€Iop a revolutima3r sooiallst -Ieaderdip. tfe cor:p1o tbis
uith a oapaign of, solidEity rithta tbe &itish labor mvemelrt. Te do acvt
uge tho sooialiet progra@ otl uationalia to roid, tat<l ng coaorete positio[s
ori Btruggles lett by petty bourgeois uatioaralisteo
5. Ibbate sboulat ooatilue oa the imetEat€ iaosp€cts emd poeaibilities of the
Btru8gle i-a the ll@th, 6tc.

lllhe outstandi ng arnendmont ftom Joaee is:
Atld to point 31 rrl'his oeitioien ie eecoadaaSr, aad lresented i.n guoh a maanerf,.

rn ad'ditionr the Netioaar co,ui+tee ls tabripe a further resolution of ite
ot D:

rbis o@f€reroe rejeots tbe position of, the anodmeat +o the abose r€solutlontlefeated at the Deoeober 1981 NC, i.e. to delete a1I poiat I aad replaoe \r:
ItIe are opposed to guerillaisa as a strategrr lfe re for tbe. reapou of.

maas struggre and the worki,g orass. rbe amed. str,ggre of the provieionals
eubstitutes itserf fo! the maEe of the olass aact tbi-po1itro"-ot ir"-oi."".But. in. ilefending the right_ of th€ opfeeeed to stlrrggle, we oa,,,ot selecrtpaata in thie etrugre to rcoad.eum,. more than the oiEe'parte, aad,.-o. oo*-fuf. ir our oiticieu alragrs to di staace or:rselwe ton tim5,e6ie reaotion. Berecogd.se that the austi,qttoa betreeu ni lltary att ci'ilian targets ie not aclear oae a,ntl we oanuot theref@e nsuppet.r oni aad. Doppoeerr tle-otUer. r
WIGA}IISAIIO{

Th: N9. reoomende support for th€ resolutioa on fligani.satio,a - whioh ie
€S+S tb. ropoggls (seotioa !1 points a, b, o) at ihe eatt of Oliveeredooument, trot the rhole doounsnt.



TATIOI{AIJ COU}TITTEE EEMilIIEIDATTONS TO qT4!!B]Tq IRDERS COruTTIE.._:

1 IJNXIiPIOTED

Ilrat the D€fl resolutiorl beila tbaf,t€tl by th€ soutlnrErk ooE|ades be tab€E' as

the basie for c@f€reno€-if;"il; G"lno tt o the e-istirg dooucots).

2. ItrEIS TO BE RNI,TITED TO N.C!

[hat Blaok llork aad the lolEeg/abbo,t leEolutiotrE rot b€ gLrea ocr.f,oenoe
p1enryJr tiner tut lastead be ref€8reil to the C.

3. COltFOSrmnG

lltat resolutlons oa C![D, ete.; ]€ oonpoclteal if possible tefolo tbe 
' 
omfereaoe.

4. SIjC,('E!TED CONEMEICE ACSIIA
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STANDINC ORDBS CO!'UitrlTEE BFCRT lto C{}IFBEI{CE

1. lllhe pnopoeetl ag€lrala for-tbo oonfereuoe let
Sattnde6r

1O.3O ReEistrBtioE
11 SOC Report
1l .3O tlorkehopa - CI{D

Ib€8Ployeil
Blaok rork

I Dlaner teeak
1.45 lrelauil: bmbirge
1.45 tund app€al
4 belatrd: feil€aallm
5 Close
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10
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1

1t45
4
5

eqrerieuoa.

&rilttiag the HSIJ

IheuploSroeat
DiDner ta€ek
CTTD

tligeisatioa
CloEe

2. Dead.liaee fo! resolutionst
a) Reeolutioas oa Inelaatt; tligaaisatioa, s4d glilirtng tho WStr to be
at th€ oeDtre \r first post trbiaatr August 126.
b) Beeolutioas or GYD ad. uneoplogmeat to be giloa to tbe SOC try the
eatl of the oonfene.noe geesion.oo Satutdqy. (Uris ie to a1lo$ th€
rrorkBhops r:lr Satudaot meniJ's to raoopoaitet elistllg nateial, lf
possible, anal to add furth@ polate).
3. ReBolutioas not to te ta&ea.at ooafer€aoor
a) SOC reoomende the follorrlng iten6 bs referreal. to the IIC:

3laok work
Usi ng our plnogra@€
Itolnne s/Abbo+ reeolutioas oa tbs papo, Joruruall fares & pdsonal

- thie is ir order to sLlor adequate tlE6 for a[i8ou8ol@ of thoseit€ o r€DainiDg on the a€eadee :

-!) {C. rygogends thgt the resolutiou on lr.e1and. (tomtfnes ) fbou.tbeilC of 13.8.83!
Ito reject the posltioa of the anendnent to tbe Deoenbe1981 NC reeolution m rrerana, a"i".tla at that llorr

be not taken.

Ibe SOC propoaes tbat it,ie rEmec€saay to Aisouao a poeitioa rhioh
las b€:n rejeoted \r tbe organisatioa, at thl ii, anif whioh has noeuppet, in terme r,f reeoluiion" iD f;;; 

-; 
ii, ro. aogr nenber of therrrgalisatir.m.

4o Conduot of coafer€no€ busiaess.
a) the SOC will propoee i.n its fbet report thatr

rNo poiut s of orilee lelatirrg to the edo of ooufeenoetusiaeeE magr be raieed tora-tfre ii*i dirorioe tU.SOC- leport. hoposals fol eltering th.-;;;o of oorrfelerroqbuEd.E€es may b€ made only turoffit;;-#;.
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b) The soc will propose ia its fi.rst repcrt that: tln the eveut of
<lebatee ov€rrunni-ug the tines agreed ia the agentl,al the il€bat€ on
Wiganisation ri]I be ref*red to the f,Cr.

). Erergenoy resolutloa.
SiDoe the SOC meeti-ag ot1 Auguet 2O we ha''re received arl etner8euoy

resolutioa oa the la,bour leadelsblP eleotitm from l[elior antl Gintherr.
t CoDfereace b€IlevEs that a viotcry for Klnnook i.Il the Labour
leadership €Ieoti@ toultl be a tlisaater for tbo labour nonemeat.
Coaference therefore regoLves to oanpaigu only for Eefier anil
to leverse the pnevioue NC ileoisiou to support r8ii-.ooi< l:r the
evpnt of E€ffer b€i-!g elimiaatedi.
fbe SOC will malce a reoomeuttration on thie at the etart of

couferenoer

t{€igbtlBan

REFORT FROlit TltE N.C. 0l[ TEE SOCIAIIST LEIIGI]E

The NC on Augus't 13 leoeiveil a repct on the progrees, cr laok of itt of
discussions wi.th the Sooialist l.eagu6.

At the laEt meetlrlg with thera, we ateltvere'I our lettel ( aatea UarcU

28, printett ia I3 5O), qutlinina iUe Po1itioal iss'-''eo as t'€ 6a8 them

ana propoeina ai goussi c,nB *a ;ii"t ,i*f. ft," SL said they gould reply'

lle reoeivetl ro reply. OD June 15 se $rote to them pointinS-out u€

bad no rep1y, a[d' a8hi,xg if they could rep\y' tle have etill had no reeponse'

The NC deoided.:

1. llo continue iotot work rith the sL uhete appoSriate es in th€ Past I

2. To rnalce ao rrer initiatlve t ovrards tbe SL' To let tbe queetior of
-di"cuesio" t ith them lie oa the tableo

3. To inforn our orn mBBb st od SL nembers in eo far as r'le have 6ontact

with them, of the situatiou'



12 FOINTS CN IiEE UI}IM TT OIJESIIoEI II{ INEI,AITD

1r 1lh6 hotestalxtE of, NortherE- I?elarla1 ar€ a alistinct oomudtJ[- '

.ftUio tl" Irieh p€ople. llhoy han€ a ilistinot eoorcoiol politioall
aail cultural hiotory.

ItEpite th€ fivllegss whioh the hotestaJxts bave eaJoyed
historical\r, tbey oaaot ba ilefined as sinp1y a group of-
erploitece inpoEea @ top of tbe lriEh clase structure' Ihe
trorthent Prot;stasrt t orkeas forn a large ohw c of the norkl4g olase'

ll'h€re oatr te no soolali8t r€volrrtioa ltr Irele[d wi-thou 't
the lEity of largc sectlone of tbe Catho1i"'o6 g'ot;ost'';j':sit wor:kersr
llhere oa,E b€ no aleEocra.tlo eolutidr ia Irelantl - tha't isr no

Bof,rrtlm offerfug th€ best r clea.regt conilitic[s for tba f]ee
do?eloDtrEnt of tbE cIa,ss strugele - without tle&'oc1'atic relations
1;][;;b" r"i*ity (catuori) an4 ud:rorltv (kotestanc) oonrnu:Ltvr

2. I'he hotestarxte oanot be oompareil ritb the whitee of Soqtb
Afrioa or the Esopean settleae of coloial Algeria. [be

ecooorrio alifferoltials are raucb smalLer. In South A,ftica aatl'
Al.rpria the inooue tlifferettial l;afu*, aooor;ling to .mrious

eetiiatesr tetreen 30:1 aad 6:1. Ia Netbq:a lrelaad there
are md.d.po6 Protdetaats th.?l poqr Catholioe.

They oamot be ttefinetL simply as a political groupinS -
t go-imperialist.I lltle rouLtl be aE yror€-heeded. as tLiscussing
our attitude to ths uhit€ Hork€aa of the IISA sirop\r i.a terme.
of our attitutle to raoists, rithout b€apiBg i:r mintl tbat the
workerg involve(I ar€ atrefirreal \r a aocial poeitioa mori: frmttrament-
ally thaa by tbeir politioal wiewe in. a E:iveb period ( even a.long
period).

Nor can ths kotest(lBts t., .l.cfi:red as sinp\- .:n e.rteusid
or a oat 6parr of hitai". G€n"::ally they have teou uEed ty firitierU
imper:ialion, aact heve aLlo$red. themselvss to be used, a8.i;st +hemaiority of the Irish people. brt th€y bave a dietind ia"nt:.tyand alistiliot intereats. These have ergessed. thenselves at tinlein alemocratic revoJ.t against hitain (tate lgtn c"ntrtv). #e---receut\r j.n utt"aFreacticruaay opposition to bitaif ;ifiiI- -
refor*in€ plans - eB, 19?4-&ane€ gnrr*"I strike agaiust polr€r-sharing aatt Council of -Irelaad,-

3. the eoblem of relationg betneca Britaib aad Irelanit, anttthe lroblem of relatlons between ;ilfiy-#;uority rithinIreland, oan aad Dutt b€ seperated.

- hitaia hoo no r.i8hts lT lreleqd. and BhouLd get out. Thatdoes not resotve the rrloblen 
"i ".iJi.il-tiree,,ajority aatlninority withln lrelani"

4. ff the kotest*:.*" simp\r identified rith &itair, oEwith their cu!!€nt leasrionary p.iitiii"inli*rt" *r, Do€Bibleperspective ie to ariwe trrem l"i-oi-iiJi*i-i",t .t theu downby foa'ce.

This perspeotive ie not_-wiable _ who iE AoirA co ttrlve themout or ooilquer then ? _ aaal _cerurot ba thg ;;i:, for a deroocraticsolution givine the b€st conal.itton" i;-;;;;itr.ra€re, stittIess for a soclaList aolution. .-- -.

An attempt to put thirer+I in i"i r-""Ii" ##il,:*ir_#:",iil:ii3,ilt3#I*r",,
Td th€ poisonins or the rrish i"iiii"Ji.i Jili y""*" 

"aaalecadeB to cone \r ocrmrmal hat;;: ---- 'v' uqrr
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5. Errea bor.rrgeoi s Irish nattoaalis haE tradltionaur aocepteil
ih" hot"str"tts aa pat of the Irish zration - thus tb€ lrieh
trioolourr uniting the (heea 8[al tbo GaDg€.

Brrt in bourge6i6 natlonalist attitutlee - aoil erxira trorg aol
eoandalous\r, ia parts of tbe left - there le oftea e slippage
whereby the irish aati€o ie ilefined, fuailaoeatallyr a€ the
Cathclic Irieh people, ad tbe ko+oatarlfE are acceprt rtl in ao
far as, iattiwitlually oa fu dirall €rouP6 r thoy B€peq'ate fuon
their m corunurity a&d id.entifV rith the Catholio Irieh.

Thus Socialist Aqtlor : osian Feia wite Q2$ of voter (i.e.1 44
of Catholic vute ). Ths IRSP : nln the ey€s of the lriEh
peorrE-fiE (IxA iows) cce political prisouere, aad everybo{y i'a
Irelana accogts thattr (i.e. tbe hotestaate, beoanse of their
undoutrtett\r reactionarlr viens on tho lEisGrBl 886 not part of
mthe Irish peopten or'enerybodJr in lrelaadm).

He caanot support crr entlorae a p€r8pestir,€ of unitina the Irisb
people by *uy oiJ tl" hqtestantB, bit't6r bitr csasi'g to ideutify
ihemselveg as a separate oowrr:niiy'aail lnstead itieatifling rlth
tbe eatholic-Itish - i.e. by the Orange fading array.into (hoer

Class stru831€ caa oonviace Cetholic antl hotestaat rork€rs
that they havi- more in conmcm with eaoh othert aB *o!ker6 ' 

tb'aa

ei rer have with tbe eaploit€rrs of thei.r our comnrnity' Dtsillusi@
vrith hitain; a$areuees that tbe trorth€an Irelantl catholics
wiLr never eutmit to " t;;.*ilP';;;;t esoeodancv; anaenese that
t here is no ogtion hrt t;';; io-io'" rith -the 

naiority iD lreland -

"r.u 
iotr*o."s coutd o"i"Ii[tiv' if c9]Ptei 

*ffia*ffi1hm:*Jffi*ffi *Tffi *orri-,ioa.

,o",l:r*l"i# ttl Etl"HilJ:" 
**"=nants iuto trisscldns

Iloreover, it is uo part of a Uaarist 1ngcg*T" to demaail tbat

the i.Iontitv ot ninoritill il ir"?"Ga in|3 a-]moaerr Dationaf,

ffi n:#hffi ##H"l#:?r"l:H";u*:ffi1 
iat €rnat i ona'L

'l6i',f i;g;li'*+:*l**ttf:i"il*Hiiii:"

t#r$**********-#rli#*kk"":".;

#*t'w,",3$5'q*1li""*'o' 
'

a.od. vice versa'

Leninr s PrinoiPle :

vLolence of the oPrres*,:: ::ffi",'ffi *,:5n:*"lTH s'l' **
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ir"n'J"I"ffi n;ti"l1:';:'rtffilfi i::HrHH:'Iitf r:'

ml:l,r**',lh!i,{*=#,:i*}t#,*}*iH,=T.#i*
:ffi"'m;::r":i':J;"il;xl:ul""liJ';"" 

and mino'ities'

ir;*1.**-x*r"rH*"t:8.-'"fl :':i'rid#'lit'H:'""u
ali@.

im Fovitles 'q -"i!U a proposal wh-ich oan
'The arsenal of ltarx

""iif 
*r"l "lo* 

that trevEL ..'

As a general pE inciple arrists favour 'reglonal 
or rorrinoial

aut ononrr rsr marketu.v Xiitffif ;; ,.o**- iff: "',,i"uu:*:"#l;t"*iiJ-"Jlt- 
4".*'tr61iged poseibre Locar governn

andt thoro'sh-tr'v a.**"ii'o-'"p''uii* ".*dT-il fl::iT:}:#:"fl ::'i." tii"-E+;""t autoaorry antt fu1ly tlenoorat:

(t enil).

ThiE E6ner&I'.plrisclpl€ ehould app\r to the ainly-hotestant
areas wiihia a raited lrelanil'

Br The proposal 'f.or a rmitecl, intlopentLent T:l*dt with -wlthin it
a measule of self-Eoverflreotr fof re€io9s, aud within those regions

ma.rirnrm local aut onony i", t"""", iisiricts. etc.r caYr offer both

*;;;iW aflal nino!'itr ttre naxtrmrm'of democ::atic guareiltees pos,srtle

wi{Y'out- lnf;riueing ori the }ights of, t}e other corE-n:ri'ty'

lhe Catholia slajority of Irelautl woultt hive the risbtl 9f a.

majority rritltin -au-Irelaud politice' Gatholic milorities ln
mainly Protestant legions would have the proteotlon 6f foc6l 

-

goverirment (tom/&istrist ) : antonoryl plu the coustituticmel
ii""1"t.." ( ;r*"; tiirE' of "ist 

tu, appeal proceduresl.- irispector-
ites).or the feilelal. Bove uent. tikewise kotestad uitoritieF in
mainly Catholio reg'ions. The ootcent?atetl. Proteetant rninority ia
the North East roouiM. have the saf€guard of regional inqtitut iona.

.So far as forrnal dlemocretic oonstitutional provisions oaD evEr
guirxaatee anything, this.lropoeal nould Ipotect the rights of both
Catholic rejority arral ko+esta:rt minoritX', while allow'ing ueither
to opp?ess the other.

9. Formal dqnocrdtio constitutional .pnovisiong .oat! aever ill fact
guarant e€ arirthing if thF ccEfllcte of reel socialcrces tlictate
otherrise.

The essential purpose of the pnopoeal above is not as advice to
the powers-t hat-be, but a.s part of a socialist ploglarme arorrnd rhich
Irish socialists ardl Repu.blicaas could assemble a real mited
uorking-olass force, capable of being a real material gu.arantee
against all sectari.an discrinrination.

10. The pxoposal for regionaL anal Local autonom5r, Iike a1l our
otber democratic demand6, is par-t of a. eocialist pr.ogramme. It
does not contradict, limit, b}mt, or stand as a,n alternat ive to
that prrograrmne.

But we fight trot snlJr for the wtrcle lrogromme, but a] so for



the Erioug parts of it. 
4

:t#: i;.rt "##I#i:Fl:i"f:rffiix :"ffi,f";r*_

lffiH,Cffir#"*.ffiftr;
ffiiiry Fiffil::,,tT).nim"*lrrx #tf:irrH ;"Ifro-€l' tbat coutar. Eak€ influenceE f";;hfi;ih a .ecigine foroefor lrogress ia the North.

, " .. Fere ib a grave ilaag€r of s€ctas{a ciuil rar. ff it ,ise 'to.thar, ne out.t havo to support the,.Aah;iia b"r tte I*G :-
ry13= :31 

tlg{ F aot progress u.t r.p*tiiii", -r"L- iil,ii;Eo"a,lerrr'ule poisouj-lg of Iligh politlosr

- f,f ryopo"al for regionel aatt local autonoqr le not e cure-aff,
but it iloes off€rrd poseibility of a lrogr'essirr€ outcooe frcm the
pnesent situation, or sonething resepbli.g it, yitholrt deEardlin€
exteraa.l enents (revolutiotary olass stnrggle i-zr the South, eto.)
as a paecontlitioD. At tbe @e tiEe, tb€ Ellecific laopo8al iD ao
uay hintters us ftoo fighting fof thc fest of Grr fograrm.

I1r A uaited Itetead in tbe fores€€able firtr:re muld probebly
involve a slelelt of eoeoion agaiast the hotetarte : a

oleor iailioatifi -tli't'ieuwaf of the Gaage state was not poesiblel
arld repreeetotr againgt alt+.hartf kotegtant groups. $het .te
raflioatfy different fr@ fnll-saaIe oonquest of the Botestarrts.

hrLl,-gaa.Ie couquest of tbe-Paoteatants is not nateriaU$ .Poeaible'

In arv caEe it oalnot be part of a socialiet progratme ' qD atteltpt
at gulh full-eoa.Ie ooquest soultl fiean bitter t la^stfu€ tlivisioa
of tbe wordlciqA olasa, aad. no lroapeciB of a 6oGi&1ist rnorpaent

iu'Xnelaail for a long ti-oe.

Eheiaea.iafr,oostcawth6lx,EllBcP'etc.tbatth€aooialigt
revoLutLo in IrcIasaI "*" 

tt ""tfui 
or$ tb'ough re agairlsit the

. 
koteetant work€rg mr.gt be firoly re*lxlte*

12. He unrst 'supPort the oPlres66d 14"* the oppreseo:e' - - 
hrt

rro oannot tlsoiile orE poiftii" 'ocordilg 
to- the logic of antl-

iip.ri*fi.t aad pro-inperialist rcanpar' We mlst hale aa

independent lrograurlie.

Niurell



TIIE Ols'OnDFA (N a SPI:TT

Canola:i, Kir.rr.el1

ffi*Fi,^F::{iitr{:i#'**q**:,r*ffi #F*
Forrp t , will be ilisouEs 

nilet cover of a preposteroue

tr"irst, bonrev.r r cotrEaaes sbouLd note,.tPl." ou aod CaJolan to -..
Hji;rffi-'H,*'H;'n: ;ilT$ii'i!aii#: iil""i"" eu'

rhealLegerrbeaetll*".::mt"l*-i3-ffi i,-1,fl*-"U1,il-#5ii;.-
ffiffL[ ;ffi++H!df="6 G-C' dtu es i *!*rx
*j ,!srgi. ElqA g*:s '

Nol, the faotion ie a Ednority - less tha! a nuarter of the organisaF

tlon. Plairrly they wouli "ii*i"i 
tlu"el-I'es be r &uslredl ' Hhatte left?

ADoeal to the membershi;'-;Jii iie rremtership donrt endorse srdth ard

.ftnes ana their slanderous documen't - sPr].'Er

lllre story of, alleged treaches of denocracy - wh-ich' as we 
-ehall 

qeet

are not tbres,ch-est of unftni'g at aLL but t!:re prete:rsa'ons of 
. 
Sr1:h q|

;;.;-: is'a st ory ,le sigirea t6 p=epure tbe gro';ad for' a split' Sgea if
iU"i, ,"froe.st wlre trie, and 

-th.ii iot.=pre.i;ation of or=. intdntions
t.*rra" iheil e:raot, that woul6 not justiff.this groteeque ipegponsibillty.

llow se:'ious\r they meaa thiB as an iolnediate eplit threat is not olearr
Ttre availablo indications are that furith and Jo.€s do not mean it very
seri.ou.s\r. Insteailr ttley a.re ir':esponeibly ir:ftrlgir8 in semi-s?Iit
agitatioa, (a) to sttftea up the faotionr (n) to appiral to tbe rmiddle
grould.l 1n the orgwri sat ioE.

Neverthetr ees thcy have - on the basis of irrventi ons, pinpricks, and
tr.ivialitieB - publicly raisotl the.perspective tliet tbe way thiugg.arerthreateningr to go will- Leave thein no option bub to spIit. S+,:U.an
approaob will push the entire faction towartls a sllit - whethon thelr
consciousl-y want it now, or not6

IEE CITARCES

SErith,quoteg Ca,rolan. sayi:og words that Snith corxstrues.as a[adniseion/cleclaation that carolaa wants to drive the oded faciiorout of the wsl. [IIe read-er who pays attentioa to the teat aatl not theemotion-toned phrasea of sni th will have noticed alreaaly that he aoesnot make his case. - :-- ----
n0ormade Strith raised this at the EC.oa .hrly 2!, e.:ad the reFpoase_of Caolan essentially confiroed it. Caxolan said a split *i.fa t.serioug but not very seri_oue; it rouLd be a splittinq-."rur. n 'uJa.
of a segment of the orgarlisatlcm rhich uoqld be aestioyed tlne- '
prooess - the orga^n-isation iteelf wou-ld o@.tinue ,ra,o"i".".--
We believe that the reaction of the najor.ity of the WSIr to suohquotations wilL be the oppgsite of rrhat Saith liopes for. Wc i:,et.ierre ( anct it,{c are ylong the orga.rei.sation is ln serious trouble) that the o-S",.i{v'of the nembers of the WSL fl.ill jojJr us ia te[iug the faotiotr feaari"*rNo, you canrt bLaolcrnal-L uso You are m|stakern if yorr belie,ze that yuu- ira,;vethe powe? to shatter the WSL at wiIS-, axrd oatt.,r.ll th-+ I{,IJ-a r{, *it y.,.-

nadf. Tho HSt wl.lX frlrv.1ve r.1tty dt y. - .i a ft tras tor
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um Fac?ro{

,'m'g;l,ffi+*#i+,g**#+:I***-
,r{,i:.-H*11*1qg*5"g,';1g.e;'i*rui,*m-

- 
lfe have aot oomen+a.r ,r,r +r^^ r -^! :-. - -

i; :3,* tg-tril**r+rr$lt'ilx ;i_ !:Ui"ti":dr& ff rI?".
$iffi #;pff$ffi#.mrT"ff er#*lx=#Hd;;*#":"
.,-- Pl- lory"",r, the decraratioa of the fastiorl rumediate\r after the conferencegwas a maior nove towar.g. spllJti,C tU" *S;ilutloa. t{e ot o.". t. 

*1.p"- 
ror a tetteoutoo,e, b*t it was preaiciatre-tLi-im-FiiiJ" woula take oa a life of its otrrl,lrbatevea Surith initially inteBaletl.

The platform of the factioa nas arso a ted sign. srith scoopecl together abunclle of alooumen+s whioh had one esseatial if,.i"e i" cormor _ they were hogtileto the majority position. Ihey had v€rrJr littLe else i-n oormon.
llbke the youth ttocumeat of ftgrt. Euat voted ll.ith th€ IF ou ma,q5r isoresl

includiag on youthi a.lrtt the IF s,rpport"d Euat rs youth d.oqumento mot"tfy Eunt helpett
pueh soue wavering youth into the IF.

Hunt hail boen fuLl-time youth orgaaiser for moet of 18 months. lfe had. a. forruta
allowing great scope for artoioEous youth work outsi de officia.l J. etrucrtufee.
But what tLial glmt sa6r about the failures of oue youth work)? Not eaor:gh. autonomous
activity. Ihe an${eri Scapegoat the J. orientati-on antl lnsleaa propose (effeotively)
a 

"eversio!, 
to an t inilepenttent r yorrth movenentr'(Ihe proposal for a firlt stflrotrEe t

nith beanohes in ev',erJr area rneeting fortolght\r, rreS:ional cormif,tees, a ti€lEr
uationaL. orga.nioatioui, eto. oorltt mean noihing-e1ser I iven orr reEortrces). et tne
6ame time hE proposed. ihtt o* youth tendenry sho:Itl fuse rith the SL ' aad tbe
Lambertists.

Atastrokeofthepenlallthatisnowofficialfactionpolioyttls/?lecause
of a reasored po).itioaL ariument? No - because it i6 toppodionalr a'mn:rritiono

Iabotrr Party: If we had taken the LP questioE at the first part of the oonfer-
.rrou, Srtth 

"rorrid. 
h.o. naa as trts platforo a.few trivial anentlm€ntc to IB 39'

llrh6 aotual tlifferences b.t";;"; -rra S"tiU (as itisti,nct flom others {" the faation,
ii"r"ai"e ,i.""")- "" +u"-#-""; ;;d"",t: l{.e ohargetl asainst tui]h tla+ nith his

rilde tlistortetl polemlcs agai,,st-ffiE his pandEring to sectarian tr€nds t he

woul.it }}14gqg us into seotarlan isolatie.
tlomen: The faotion have i]loor'trxaatedl em bloo, tbe vastr 

"ambli-Bg 
an'I

incoherent bog of a a..,-.*t .Jria rs 3a, persc,nal historiee of-var_i1us ooEaclee,

Idstorical polernics against the I-cLr s trork lB the tlorki-r8 I'Ionear s chaitter - all
are now factional Positions.

And then, to keep their options open, tlre faotior tbreH j! dl.ffelenc€s otr

interna.tionai questions not yet dlsousse'l tryr conf*eDoe " 'n
Attenpt to disorrss suah questioas in a oolrad'eLy wa6r? to ar. gue eaoh issue on

its meirlts {'thout lEesumira that it is faotional? io take up theo}etioal argunents

serJ-ous\r by resporrdirg to Lorroerr+e lile IB 49 or cont'ri tnrtins -at the errrfiaer

;:*::'":l *:-lt:"t*'l*l *il;;:'ii'&ltf;il;H::' "*:-'ll ?ffi li' *-
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;g##uq"#;"i$Hfr1t#fl11='t'#tt-"*t"il:l:unr***
FIRST COIfiT,EiIE TM DISCUSSICN ' 

T'E{ FAITICNALISE ..'

srnithr s doournent P;;* the factioa is itoeft a clear testinoqy of tbe

"l-i*.';:El[I'r'r'r:',:fi ii+i1li:t:;m"*T*:df ]'#Hi-'.-"'rff 'o
the tliscuosion has bee'
i""l i""iln.,\r faoticnal for some timet snou-:'o

Ilowrs tha,t for a theorv of the Bolshsvik partv! We ha-rc prolonged'r tilDe-

oo,,ui.t*,"*r,,,*""lli}##'*fr,:t;#;H;tt#,::iil'i-Eli"#"1"1!i*"
itecisior.lThe fornnrla of tJo'LsEelrrljln :" :'l::-:--;"- --1i..lY.i t, awaits thc verdiot
borE..ois t.1El'q-"nor" J;;;'iil ieci"ions' The minority awaits thc

of oq',erienoe oP nore IIEture consi'I€rat]'on'

snitr| tue conference ha'i mere\y rrcompleted the (Li-ecuE sionrr ' Now the faotionaliBo

can real1y beginl
l[heattitud.eanttthepoliticBhereareuotproletari'anrevolutiouarypolitiool

geaxeal to d.oir"€ a i"o t" ii"""..:,=t'e- I1"t"r-t'1-the politios of the petty bourgeois

d.iscussi oa oircle. smitl oatre out o-f that 60nferenoe and in hie tleolaration
diEsoLveal the tr{sl - as far as he coulat - into faotioual rspheres of influencel '

Eis e4lanation? rrcoErad'es Carolarl, gilL and KiEnellt who now control tbe
majorihr liaaership of th€ or.ganisatiou, have a baralenett factional approach to
those now ia the minolity, tThis iE e:remplifieal 

.j.n IB 35r I3 '58, their. r'otiYrg ln
rel-ation to the Olasgolr iesolutioa which cailed. for tire ieaAer sirip of the It to
be enpelleal at confcrencel ernd the fa:'-reaching party-builaj.n8 alocumedt ( tArifai"g
the l{SLr, IB 50) $hich they atterErted to get on the agentla withoub prior isouoslon.
Amongst oth* thirgs' tLe doeument appeals de"signed to. outLiae the tay tb6. ues
majo:'ity leaclership will take con'crol of the orga;ri,sation ovor the oomlag nonthsr
This situation oaninot be oountelecl i.a other ."haa a,:r orgaaisetl wa;.!r

Tiris is the oore of it" ?he politioal docurnent s are window-dr.e ssingo Theproof of it ts tb,Et the factroa hae had nothing to say about the L?, iadustrial
work, etc. since the conferehce.

rhe reference to the voting on the Glasgorr- motiou to expel the r[ leatleshlpare sitrIl)Iv inacou:rate. EiII votetl for it, Carolan antt Kirueeil abstaiaett; all threeof us votdal against tat ing the motion.

- But what a"e the politics of thet issue? For a year before ;he IT Eplit, fuith,Jones aral theil ailr-es stoppod the organisatlou fro-m d.efending iiueii aiainst ablata,t rEl! ly the R'rit. ri was the tf,iz'a time in their er1,"*i"rro. ihat they ha.tt6een the o:.gani sation rcolonised.r. (The fj_r,st trro times it was spartacist grorrpstnithJn the olil IJSL). But snrith and Jo:res seem incapable of learns.n!.f3on their ownexperience.

rf decisil'e actio[ had teen taken earrier, then se ooirld have ri-mited theala'age. If the whcle ldSL lea.d.erslr-':p ha.d shor,r,:e a hard .rrited f"**, ,g"li.t tt.coLonists fyom the te€,inring, we oculd h::l,e Lini.led. the d-a.mageo insiead Snrlth
a.o.d. Joles saw the IT, the lrlii,, etc as altiee agait:s+ those tiey opposeJ oa tbeEC - lthe nain enelpr at honern

. 
Wh3t about it now, cornrad.e Strith? What abcut yo,:.r :,eccrC of protectixg theseotarian colonisis right up to ths poj.nt tirat they war-kerL out "i yr"i 

-rag 
Americanshave a, e:rpregsion to deecribe no-hope.s: thrrd*time lose*s. Why rlr. y"o 

"o]-fcflglle of lea;ting frcm the urpoi"o"" of two rt'euves of spar.taci.t colonisatioi?Why? BLind fa,ctioaal.ism.

Ihe Ieadors of the II should, on the merits of the case, h"a,;e been e4reilerlat coar'erence. our d.ir erprna rvcs *hat ffe :{el:e stopped from puir:.ing for this by thefact that the O:ford. trnno'to-faction would have 5-oinea the IT in a wali_out.
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lffl,;,:+**x*r+**,mts;m;frrHp,ir*
:s#ilru:i::ms#i,##;l#iff 

HH*3;id1}:ll,i*;,.r.i"
TIIE POIITICS OF EE SICILI4N IrJD;'E1TA

rtis, aote. mg tef':=e the orSanisatioa had t,e 
-oha.nce to catch its bs.eath af,t€s.the coaferenoei befor" tle-fi-rsi; ieG;;-;;;ffi a-:-w I{C; before the erectlon of theneu s; before ao,r detai.red. c:".o"JoiTt"io"i'lr* u"rnce a;r.nneemci,rs.

Assuh€ - though we dc:r r,u ._ thn" Srith hatl rea-L fea:s of lei:.,a discrimi-aatedagalast on the EC, beiLs cut oif f::cri *.eas oir"orf, bein€ t:cat.:d. ha: shly as adefea+eal m5lority. hlat l;our.d someo:re comritte,l to brrirdir:€ the orga,'isation aa6omoerned to obserl-e the no:'ms prcpcsied by Leon Tr.ot sly, .rir, c""""ir, 
-"i1., 

ao "toutit? Ee rould at teast tr], to f,ind out if ihe fears were ju,stified. Ee wouLat eltherwait and Eeer or ask repre se:rt atlve s of tbe majc*ity what therr intentions wse.
fuith aid. neither. on the contraryr'when the rest of us on thi m asrcett .:

whether he wourd tlisouse rallooations, corrnittees, etc, l.refore forming a faotloEr;
what guarateeo might serve to ca}n his fearel etc, he repiietL

trI erllecteal euch a proposal. hrt itts gone beyond that. 'de could d.lsouss
easing teneions, e*o., but aot as a fiay of stoppirg us folmiag a faoti@. He
woultl just be persuaded not to fcrrm a faction then orbjected to the sane.
old manoeunres..." (EC Arril 2B).

Ee t|"anted. a.faction aarl he ras going to have a faction, and that was thatt

In faot the deoiaraticm of a fa.stion had little to tlo wi+h the statetl moti.rnae

in Snithr s stateme*t 1 ft ha,A everything to do rith.(a) ptacating some people i-a

eforA wtro .eIi th feareil woulal go rflith the ITr and (b ) keepi:cg -the 
door op€I[ for a

iiJ- rai-i-tl" iE.- (s*iir, spou*to thejr ooaferenoe ehort\r bef@e +bev sePara't€a

f:eon us).
Snith virtuaLly deolared tbe fastiou on r instnrctionsr from the RHLftr'

nt tl" tff,C neet:.ag otr gpolf 14 +Aey put tlovn a resolution calli"rg for slrch a

faotion. SBl+h aed .l-r""i 
". 

ii"ut "iotiot' 
$a€ to storn out of tbe 6e6t{ng' That

$as $mday forenoorr. qy ;;dJ "*oioe 
$oitU '*"t-*gt"'i":-t'E 

bj's factioD' ($e

learned about it oa tne il at ihe ena 6f the weet)' it seercd probable -to ue at the

time that the factlon ' -i""i*ttio" was intende'I to cut some people off fron goi'ngi

"iil tn rl[' But faotionario has i'ts orm logi':"

Ia retrospect that aot of $[th!s can ]e assossed for ahe* it was: the first
step tosarals a spIit. ri-i"-"ti'ii i:'revs.rgi'r1e gr'r:p - ;'ei ' The d'irectioa is

ver1r. clear r hc,wever r anil eifiergcs i:r S:riith 1 s IB 63 d'ocuneut '
Note that il the tteolaration of the faction it is uot what we jg - ia tbe

erection of the ae gc, 
-ii'ti*-"ppttioni:"g of iobs a$al positions in the laa€uet

foi €xample - that mattei"" 
-i+ 

i*^ "to 
rattitude; to them' and what they alIege

," n"*-i" the past done to then, that 6-Iat iers"

I3s 35 and !8 were i':sultsr ounrageBt slaaders' they say' lfoe5r are uaforgiveable'

ll,hey will ggg be forgo:il,enl

ThisisthepofiticsnotofarxismbutcftlpsiciliaaveDdetta.Eaohfaotiona.l
trow'ilI iirrorret'*"=t be aven;ed' i:t a nevel'-'e:rdi'r'g c6rcle6

* At tbe NC ou August 't l-#*O $ent lack^on,the EC a€reement antl mo-vetl that the

rBdlaire the r,str ,."oio[iiol*-tnr.",, orr tne 3-.;s.iiuil_-%"r@: 
lrhat attituile

be r*111 have at the conierence itself is impossibie to aa6r'



5 id' tle

","Ji"li'H;illffi kii*ffSffijffi 
j"s#lttr.il"rri"ro'a"

iB to aoouse * "'"til-- fs pe6tty sick. - .,^^^_-+i''1e ritb a d€moeatlo

ffiffiffitrIdtos;be g B "^'* liP:.Y f.].-.-l"I-* 
".r."*, 

nor 5.s it an e,v€r4dorirs

ffinmdxi*:# :# $*,f ri i:: ffi r Ek":" i:r":t#- n"
;i;;;;; iefor".nor.l']r,,rn. ,, +,j..e rri:roritJr 

-'-'*i'l"i 
"t cn nil n-eeti'g '. for the

f"riiro rsvolutioa. ^cG e...c.:.-rtiu,f thi'ogs abort th€ t'ay

;#i:x"tsi#uii,i -";-i'; ; ;;;l Ilr{ii E';';.'.;;;; ;" 
- 
oi-ri c stoili a

;;;J;;-h"" nc Pra,ce :'u ;:eec'1rdr6 such cc:iflic*+so

Iet it seeos to be the 95"qe$ of Sniith! s appeduo

PAI,ESIETE

smiihrg dqoum€Ifi ca].].s for a rep\y d.trirg a true abcount of [hat.has [appelred

i.atheorganisatio[sino€-theApri1."-o,,f",".oe.Brrttiru:ajrdBpa,c€ttonot'allotrus-
to tell the firll storY.

A1l re oaa do heEe iB respoad. ttll}eotltr to so&e of srithrs maje polnter

soith afgueE that the Ec maJority ulclemocraticauy chap€ed the Lea6uers
publio positioP on Palestine.

flb€rt is the poti,tioal gist of lt? l{het nas tha olit po*ttioa aad ?rhB+ ohaugeA
po6LtloD bsve we eubstituteal ia itB plaoo?

l{e put out a leaflet a+ the Ltr CP ooaferenoB whioh erplained that lrsg1f..tlst€tr-
rriqatloa fo} the h}estiLians r, rigorous\r andl lagioaL\r int erpneted,. oo[ttTqdtgt€al
a lileaooeatio seculm sta+el I aed +hat in our view the betler od. more :@td
6logqr1' rrae tb€ dqooratic sesuLar stateo

llhe ar€uroat i{6s based bu the TrLC resolution of tarBt 6.tms, rhioh oorcadeE
call read in WS2r aJaal $hich was enriLorsed by the E etruary conierence vheu it r€jegtealthe IFte couttt€E\-aotion oa Faleetin,ac . Ilhe TfLO rcsoluticn . cai.Is for a alomooratlc
seoulaa Btat6 in Palestine -(with l o.".L .ar;.toncc,y r:r ihe Je-,r:ish p"pJ"tf J"i-*a-ii
does aot use thg t€sm r Eelf-determinatioa r .

rt is aot an aooident or an os.rrsight thd.t the regolutioa does aot uee the:term r eelf-tletelainati on t. Thcrc w:s a-Icng dicc.:esi.* 
"" i i-i"-ii"-ilrftfrr* **Bissio bstrr€eo Keith ard Kinr: e1i. (a dis,:*ssic,a rhioh s;aith ,t "-dJ"" t " a rear.late). t8elf.determinatr.ox for the pales.;ieia.,er impries 

-I*i-i" 
"ii."ierrritou.ylpresunab\r the nhole of pa1-estrner, the palestiniur" b.* ttre eoie *Ur* 

"*. 
tleteqineporttical p3?anqgoeEltq, . azrd the r-sraeli Jews have_ no more:rights in Ih. r.tt"* t"o',the British or the US or th.e Est:rmos or ar\;r ot,her.foreign p.ipi""-ii5"IJ"* tfr"merite.of Jli-u p"9po!"], i'i c-rea:i.;"'ccn.i.ac.i".is ihe idei, oi "-d;.;;;ii ""orr"r6tate iu whicb both Pale st i:,: i a:r ir: abe an.l Jer:s heve equal rights.

In faot t self-deternir.,t icn for the palestir:j,T:r. i" 
-often used as a geaeal,vague erpresei oa of support for the palestinianE. rt has been 'l*"a-i"in*t *ry t,or* pfea.r But mce t|.e con.trsdiction hes been poi.nted il;-;"-J;i; & ," *Iogica1e

soi thr who is non earnest).y defentring the rself-d.eterninatioul fcrrnula,

ii:"I*::"#fi , 
"llHl;'rhl'iilt,iil ll"f I ;f ,-.,;:t ;I :*H - +senteno€ (i-n the l,eafli.e I done for. :e LI{Cp oonfe.leuce ):
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gmffi:+:t*-*;*ffi-=ffiffi ,#-r#g#ffi
*rr'*itlirff"T#f that th€ rsa.ti .r"*" urrrra hanre some veto rishrsi rrie

fl3 ffi ";ru*g- g+o_ ( i. e. atonesiu: 
11:_r:I:l . o*nst the .nra,be ) forconpatibre *io-r**I#3*:ffiI i:#ff"i:".Jff ;;fuf,;;"*'li"t. thar ace

- loer lt recosrises 
" ::iqt of.vetol of the Isaeli Jewe over aagr eettlomt thatwoultl mlce then aa opgessed aatl,oao -- --- +Eaerl JewE o\r€r aar ret'

so s,ith contradicts- the, TrLC- resolutioa. Ee oaaaot do otherwiee rf he lnsistson r Eelfdetermirrat'oa for- the-pd;"ti;i;;;'#' 
" p*""ir. folm,.-a rather thar ariupreoiee expressiolr of solidafltJr. ------ .- 4 r,-r'urae rorELI-a latl1el

rbis is tbe politioar sist ot it. &dth lnsi sts oa .iscusar ''g it uot as a porlti-aal question tut erclusivelq a* o" of p".*a*.. But this is aonsense givelt thattho -procedurar guestioa - oia-tu. m iri"sriir"ie\v ohauge tle tI$,. s positior -pregBppoges some politioal gudg@atr ' -. - -
.. Ihgt of the procedme? As the L CP ooaferenoe approaohed, $e had. aever d.isoussett-the Palestiae work on orr reading ooonltteeeo carola. repeatedg pressed foq. a
disousstoA" Ihere was never tioe. lle eodeil up dlieoueei-rg- it on ]rue 2z[, tro dngrs
before the L,trilGP conferenoe.

Keith, the oorratle rm,i,nhr respongibl,e for thie work, reporteal at the siart :of 
{;he

EC dieoxssion tbat he iatended to pEt orrt a lea,flet at ihe oonfereooe, tas€d. oE. the
TILC resolution, erFlainirg orr vl.ew on sorle of the issueg raisoal la tte .I#P :.
platfq"m..Ee had alrea$r tolal the II(CP. coneittee thiso :

.. llbe.S. il,issuEoion, attl the lea,flet, oovered a anrmbe of it6g otbd the tbe
self-tletermlEatlcrn dlogan.'Eowever, tb; IilCP tlraft platforn oc,rltaiseal tho fecufa
I self-tleterminationl no lees than ibr.ee tims (autl r AeBoorati.o seouLfl, etater eoet''
but rrith no .epeJ.!i-ng.9ut of what it neaoe ia terns of ri*hts for the-Jeqs). g1v€n

the Balltice it t. fifC resolutioul we had to eee tlis as a pfobleo'-

We aoqr deoided that lt roujLit be cliouptive aaal i@ossitle to IEopoB€ oheoggs '

to tbe ttrdf,t platfornie s,rt tu* u,oortin8 inort*eterminatioat i.rr .the pl.atfctru daile

it neoes'arJr io spe1l oJ "=pfioitff 
rta{ naa boeu i-Epgoit ln the 

_ 
lfitlC -reeol'tioa'

*. 
"OCud 

tlat tle feaffet .t"fa "p"ff ry ^ot'" 
positior o:r Palestirei iu tloi'ag so

;t ;rr"le not .qee the t self-determiaationr fcrnr:Ia1 alrd it shouttl gplaj-q gr, g9g.

fie ilid dgree that we Bhould eaplaiE the iesue careful\y1 not iuet-deacEsaollrg

{!s r r.6qlf-determinatioot formrta tnrt e*laini-ne iU.t it nai 
- 
rurcleara B[t.] lril thl6 :'

ole,fin that we agreed ""t 
io *a,.-Gt'i";t the iormla is ee1f"€Tid6otly t'at#&et

most" of.gre poiat of trr" i."c1;tiE' ;onmeats on the questioa noultt blr- lort if re ditl

not preirenit ttrat argum-nt

Neiththenwro'ueaDalpnoduceitthelea'f1et(witboutf\rrthertliecussio'nswith
arurone on its coDte,ts! as aote. aborr€, the t r,"['il"."""i orr" t "u"l horrify surith

nJart"t " plaoe nea*Ly a year ecller).
tte fC decision aut lpaniroousl i-aclutti'ug 

- 
G:rliffe ' Sitb ail JoBeE were aF

abseut through txansport p""tf"**'f" ottrer oircuostaaoes their abseuoe itibht ha'e

Bad.e us pootpone tt" *r".,[Jiii]-irln ".t""r oase we oouldntt ]eoause the rDlcP

confereao€ itself ilas Bo olose.

lfui iu r'd€r0ocra.*.c about that? would-i, be rnore democratic to ret tbe i-esu€s

be tteoLtled just "by tt " oomuA.s nrofvedltr? Demo(racy meant here that tho tl?oisioti

was takeu tu the hi8besr;;#;il;;ii"ii". todJr availabree lrhat r s w[at was itc'ne'

Ia the. Iorksbire area pre.-oonfelerloe ilebate nn rrel.anil (l) s,ittr lirked the
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LIT1CP issue with his factional demonology about carolanr s minority position on

?alestine (which is tn.t'i"n:'ali'"*"ti".l "n.rrro*=i-uf" 
I though a' desirable idear

is aotua.llv unrealisable";";;;;; lhoioe in;;;ii+v is iithe to drive out

the Jens or adopt "t" ;t;;t"#'t-it'o s!at91; policv' He favours the rtwo

states' policv, ,. ao, ri'J#*ii"l tr'u '*;o'itv 
ii-iltl ug'r)' Tbe majoritv of

those at the Ec who ,ott[ oil'#-iL" "r ti" r"Lri"t - and K;ith' too - support

not that minority oit' uit i:- the rdemocra-tio' eecular statell and the whoLe

arsument is that tr," '=Iii.i"i'1i*i"ttiont forrul-a logicaIly contra&icts the

r dEmooratio r secular stater.
The EC r.ras acting responsibly and entire\r within its rights to interpret the

policy of the orga.nisati.I.-tn"-h"t or trre probiem is that snttn *a othec's aotualhr

do not agree with the tiiC-,ttorition they ''ot"d 
fo' last year' or do-not understand

itcAllofuSbeaxpart_orthetlameforthis:vaguephrasesai.outse].f-determination
have frequently been used in the pape, and clearly we did not bring the issues

out well enough in the d.isoussion 3-ast yea'r o

fire organisation is in faat confused on the issuec A fu]1 political discr:ssiOn
on it is overdue and. now urgent. It is quit e p3'ail that a numter of quite
different positions exist withjl the majority forrm:Ia of the ttlemooratic, secular
statetr The confusion can be remedied only by political debate, not by wild aosusaF
tions jl wtrich politics takes second place to factional point-scoring.

AFGHAN I STAII

Smithls othe" prize exhibit is our alIeged. rcoupr oa Afghar:.i st an.

What happened? At the EC on Ju\r 14 Carolan raised the question of putt ing
Afghanistan on the conference agenda, The EC decided to put it on the NC agenda
of Au6ust 13, with a view to deci ding whether it oould be on the conference
agend.a.

At the EC on July 29 we discussed the NC agend.a in more d.etail. It was immed-
iately obvious that there woul,d not ba time for aqy seli-ous d:iecussi on on
Afghani st an r The idea of d.ebatin6 it at oonference was tlxopped.. Kinnell, who had
missed. the Juty 14 EC meetilg, explained that he woultl have been agaj.nst putting
it on the oonference agenda anywayl but strong\r favouretl starti-ng coverage anal
discussion in the paper. Ttre EC d.ecided to d,o that.

At the NC on August 13 Smith raised this issue as an r outrage t. In 6oing eo
he insisted (as he d.oes in IB 63) that the EC decision had been to start
discussion in the paper tfrom a troops out positiont.

Kinnell (who had. moved the successful EC resolution) erplaj-ned that it was
not: it was simp\r to have covela€e and. discussion (in which of cour se both the
views, or all the views, within the organisation would be represented).

Now you might think that Smith would be pleased. to hear that the EC decision
geve the pro-troops minority egual rights, rather than favouring tloops out.
Not a bit of it. Ile insistetl hotly that the d.ecision had been for a troops out
position'

For people to mi*epresent decisions by making them out as mqre favor:rab1e is
bad, but comprehensible. Why shouLd. ar5rone want to misrepresemt d.ecisions so as
to make them l4qfavourabLe? It makes no sense except factionaLly. To keep hi.s faction
on the boi1, Ei:-th tru to claim that they have been d.one douar

There are no gror:nds for a complaint of lach of democracy. The pro-troops
minority - and it clearly is a smaLl minority - has been given equal rights with
the troops out majority.

Behind Smithrs complaid, no d.oubt I was a feefin€ that the pro--troops
minority would not be able to keep its end up in a debate (and. on Afghani sta.n
they oouJ.al not erpect the IMG/SL aad RCP to do the jot for them, a,s they have
done in the debate in the paper on lreland). But the factionrs lack of ability
to argue 5h politics coherently is not a question of democracy.
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Smith does raise one queetioh wcrrth a.nswerin8: why push the issue ofAfghani stan now?

When we fused we gave_ourseLveg a set period of months to d.eoid.e a majorityloeition on Afgha.ni staa. Everyone toew ttreie- iral a majorlty. in the n.w UsL forRussian troops out, but for tf,e sake "r t*a""y-"rral concir.iation we deoiateal notto push it.
2l months into the fusion $e are no neare! a deoisiono The faotional atmospherein the WSL ruLes out the sort of discussion we looked forwand to. (We would 5usthave nanother rormd of a.ccusations about rreformismr, i capitulatir:g to imperiaLiemr,eto.) Meantrhire the terrible sIaughter goes on in afgha$staro. Thec,e are over three

million ref\rgees. It is intleed a mili-Vietnam.
Smith/Jonesl s NC rejection of the mini-Vietnam comparison expresses the

essential difference. Vietnaln, they said, was a }eact ionary uar; Afgharrtsta.n is a
progressive waro l.eo the expansion of Russian Stalinism by conguest is progressive.
Ibot sl<y would not agreei we do not agree. On this Smithfones and their oo-thinktrE
have a quasi-Stalinist position.

Our laDk of oo\erage, i.e. or:r silence on the lc'emllnls crimes, over the last
two yeaxs, has been an implicit endorsement of the p'o-troops 1ine. .'

}Je oannot oontinue being silent i.rlto the ind.efilite futureo Therefore, eithen
take a deoisio[ - even if ii is onhr a vote-out - ana/or open the paper the oovera€e

antl di scussion.

In that sense, the j-ssue does refleot a deterioration in the orgaflisation'
The oortraAes who irave adopted. suoh a consistent ld'og in the manger i attitude
since the April oonferenoe should exarnine their oun oonsoiences about that. MeaIF

while the organisation has to firnct ion.

t FIINDAIiIENTAL IIFT'EREICEST .. .

The questions discussed here give a few examples of what Smith/Jonesl s

factionalism has meant. To 
"ooo"y-th" 

fu1I reality of it we would have to go

through the fuII history of ili sputes since the Alu'il oonference'

There is a stand.ard pattern. When an issue is first raised' - TILC/inter-
national work perspectivls afte Apri1l assessment of the general election
,"",.ft"; for*ai of the sel.. tZ oorri",","" I YTS; proposals for bEi1din8. the

WSi; eto. etc. - smith ,r,i/o" ,rot""- 'eact 
on the EC by declaxing lfat lnef

have r firndamental differenteer or th:'t lhuge issuesl are ralsedo They d'o not

discussr they issue a .statement distancing themselvesr Then I depend'ing. on

d.evelopments, they either take the matter up as a factional issue or let it drop'

E\ren where d.eoisions are taken with their participation, they take. no-responsibility
for the WSLJ! s functioning - theiJ abstention on tire expulsion of the IFt when

tfr"y Aie not dispute ttai ttre lI. had flouted disoipline, and their vote to o'

oensure the EC on CT,ID when they themselves have always representerl a seotarian trend

on CNDI show that.
None of this can eduoate. None of this bears a'nJr resemblance to prinoipled

factional strug8Ie.

In the sarlier. factional stfl€gles arould. the Falklands and the Latorr Partyl
the factionali*n "*urg"ir--ro"" 

o""i""", from the issue (though tlere- w1s more to

i;; ;;;-itlti. lt* t[" i"=o"" "*"'g", 
armost completervt from the factionalism'

The faction has not operated as a'n organised body to promote iuformed debate

on the issues it was set if oo. fn f""t ii has strown littl,e intelest j'n thoee

issues. Instea.d it rru,s op.iat.; ;" -' opposi ti onal Egngr l. fixed' group of people

starting fyom a sta1c" ii t o=iif:.ty towards the Ei-EJority and taki,.* up issues

as they come... without ;;";;;;it € itself itb consistenoy (CNDI ,)t losiat
oofr"r"ir.u, or'ihe elementary tleoencies of l{SL internal l-ife'
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At the OSC on August 19r for eramprle, lre disoovereA that bombirgs aad
rfed.esralisml a.re novr faction issuog. (f'ni trr. faction rmajorityr, alywql l said
smith. what do the mlnority ttr-ir:k? Hiu they vote on Ilnes of faction discipline
at the conferenoe?)

Is Palestine a faction issue? lg facto, yeeo And what will be nert? Issues come

and issues Eol but the faction remalns.

No good oan cole of such a factiono The co[Bades should think a€ain, and take a
step back from the pregent oourse of ireeponsible ga.ng warfaree Itrs a course
that carl lead them to conolusious rrhich they would never have coollyr consoiously
choseno

The faction is a grouping which has enjoyed ElI the rights of a die-hard
oppositj-onal faction, and. those of an integral part of the leadeship. It has used
both sets of rights to the fi-rI1, with endless politioklng and stliidng for
adva.ntagel

With the rights of a totally oppoeitional faction shoufd go the , . duty to
let the majority impJ-ement its perspectlves moLe or less uimped-ed ultil ar
opportunity comes to re-raise the issues, and a willingness not to presume a
factional line-up on new issues. With the rights of an integral palt of the
loadership shourd go the duty of responsibility, a.nd a u.irJ.lnguess to discuss
rather than just issue pronouncementso

Smithrs grouping reoognises neither duty: they olaim power ln the runningof the Lea6ue wj.thout responsibilityo
Yet they have never had their rights d.iminishedr They have never even faced

a^r5r protest against the ir i*esponsibirlty, other than statements at oommittee
meetingsr

Nor'r they olaim that they are in d.an6er of tbeir:g crushed.r.

Snithrs article is a. dema€ogic attempt to ralhr his faotion and. to appeal tod.iscontented people in the rmiaitle gro.-ir. It is also highly imesponsible.
llhen the rF was being formearr lrrorrow kept insisting that he never wa.int ed toform a faction. elite possibJ.y. he wagntt tyire. qrit" f,ossibIy, r.mating a cafmd'ecision in last Decembe" or thereabout", L" iorra not- have cirisenlo iprit.
But once he formed his faction, it had its ol,m }ogicl llhere were factionmemle?s who took seriousry the ideis that li{or=ow thre}, around for the sake ofpoint-scoringo The logic of gang war:fare forced'them on +tre roaa-to a spfit.
The same oan happen to smithrs faction. Even if he doesnrt lanow it, even if he

{oeylrt rp! }tf even if.at the ea,::Iy *tug;" h"- rorld. fight against it within thefaction, Smith is pr.eDarina a splito
You camot go on reduoatingr people in an ideolo$r of irre sponsibility toward.sthe orgar.isationi fixed. 

.d.emonoiogi cai to"iirity-to tf,-e teaaershipj-aooilu,,a-groo*about ou, p::ospectsl and factioniJ. catctr-cries" alout rcapitulatioi io irpeoiarismr Irrefc,misml r an. supposed secret positior" oi-tt" EC majolity, without lt having asnowbaJ.I effeot. sections of the iaotion will want to go further than smith aildJones wourd like - to take what snith and .1o"" " ""y to its ro*ical concr-usion aJxd.get out of this rotten rreformistr, r capituf.tirrgr- org"rri-u,iiIrr.
Thi. s process has alrea{r happened. to smith and Jones once, with the rr. rt uassmith and Jones who gave t-hat grouping its initiar lmpetus, ii" r."i"- ottitudes,and its hostitity to the fiSL *ijorityl

.l'rhen Smith did not go aII the way with the 8,, they tuxned. on him withcontempt r as a faintheart who did r,oi tuk" ti. ia.a" slriousbr. They deiounceo himas a charlatarr. It is virtual\r certain that the sarne process will happen, or 1s
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happenilg now, rvithin the Odortt faotioD. A polnt w111 come when Snlth and Jones

wiii aot-on the logio of what thev "ay about the WSL, or face a split h tho
Oxford faotiono

Beoause the RWL is no longer intervenin€r the prooess may go at a slower paoe'

Novertheless, if you d.onrt learn lYom your e4periences, you end up :repeatln8 them.

It woulat be ietter f1.o Srnith and JoDes if they learne6 insteetl of repeatingo

llhey are teadi:rg the factioB iuto a political blintl aIley' Its logic ls a

sprii. -such a sprit woultt be bad fcrr the ![sL, but the league would certainly
survirre and maintain lts eBsential actlwity. The cons'ades who split flou1d stElrive
politioally not at all antl orgauisatlonally uot for longo

Stopthefaotionalism.Disbaadthefaction'startarguingthepolitioalana
ltleologioatissues'insteaaofsquealingaboutintelleotualbullyirrgaltlresortin8
io "faia"r 

and insinuation. Deat with the issues as issueot not.as rounds in a

factionalbattle.StarttakingsomereBponsibilityforthepraotiaalfwldionina
of the organigationo

Discussing a split from the tbotslqri st movement in 1940t. shioh.had been

p"".;;d.E-tEr"" it ex:.stenc. of a peimanent faction, I!'otslv wrote!

trCoread.e Abern in his aprreoiation as in ir'is perspective is move'I by

hatre4. And persoal frajtrea is a.n abominable feeling i.,' poLiticsrr'


