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whv shorrtd suppo rt federutisrrrWE

withi united TreLandno

rn dlscusslng whether ve should support federallso rlthla a rrrltedrreland, our conc€rn g{roul! n"a G*;iii, constltutlonal lav, or asearch for a constlrrrtronar rormura 
- ciev;;;;rdi-#*i.iilit""thei- results we vant.

f?re lssue 1ss do we.-all_ow ]_egltlmete concern for taklng sldesn,lth the revort m tne Nor[n6d-E;filii; ;G;iil;;aiiit-Errtrsnlmperlarlsn to wlpe.o*t ,na 
"uustiiiiie--for our iirdepen.ent pro-gra,mer and ln partlc*rar trre aemocri[lc dernands whlctr ntrst be arressentlar part of it? Do ve keel ln-;Gd tdt-u.dG;- E!.s,

tsvarues aost the arri"lge of the prol,etarlans of aII naend evaluates everJ, nationir d&af,acrass stnrslle-or th6 rrorkers" (*"il;"Effi id'GL""tlt3f;:'
- and_thus see Catho1la,/Ftotestant wor.k*r." ai roJ-ou'.EriEJ^'t. s *ae -ivJi'i,il 

a:ilhHl:L lirff:ll3* r*l[nu 
"H: Ff#*.that,rantr-t perriiisni"iJrla" a stern sturd agalast

#k'fr -':;fu ft H:{ro:il#*+p;$iltii*l*ng'#li#itF*unltes the worklne er.abs on a"Jo"iaii"t basls, pushes the cathorlc-Protestant eonfll;t bactsiagdr-ffi-ffiil solvei the natLonal quest_

i5i*=i;ilhilri;'Hii*'*ilrus:-r',i$il:#;$,lar$*:*i--cratl.c attltude on I

..,,Hr:.*: fii"B's*,lqf,":liiffirHfu 

+ Tfu#;H.#t5I*i.
seLf-deternlnatLon creason, ue mrst resr
coamunltles utthltx irefana.

fi i::ffi i"trriffl-{ft ffi ft ql,.lilift ;iinft:i;ry;* q*,
a$:*F;#;;!Hs-Utdrt;!.e,#i'I:i#:l'sE:;3f ;d*ilI"

nAs far as autononv ls concerned, Marxlsts defend not the
;*iH di"'El "t "fi s,::l; st|ri";{;gfri; ai3.rui#ii*iri"* "r
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conposltlon, ldth sharp itlffer€nc€s 1n the geographtcal antl
other condltioDs...rr Clpnln).
rrln so far as national peace ls l.u any way posslble 1n a
capltallst soclety based on exploltatLonl proflt-oakfuig antl
strlfe, lt ls attalaable only under a conslstently anil
thoroufihty deoocratlc republlcaa systen of governn€at uhlch
guarantee's fuII equall$r of all natlons ancl languagesr uhlch
provldes the people ulth schools uhere Lnstnrctlon ls glven-tn aLI the natlva languages, ancl the constitutlon of whlch

. contalns a firodanantal lau that prohlblts any prtvlleges
shatsoeYer upon the ,tlghts of a natlonal n{-norlty. -Thls partl-
cularly calli for YLale-reglonal autonooy antl firllytlenocratlc
local -governnent, wlth th6 houadarles of the self-governlag
aad auf,ononous r6elons cleternlreed by the local hhabltants
ttremserves on the-basls of their econonlc antl social contll-
i'ii"ir-".tton"i-'r.k;:6 ;f iG popuratl'on1 etc.lt (r€nln)'*
Federallsm, or provlnelal autonoryl does .not Beatl a separate

Oranle-ilate.-tt-^e^arrs itrat rlraer a f66eral (all-Ireland) 
-G-6\rERN-,6n{lntic[ w6uta aeat wlth all-lretantl matters and establlsh

ilii6;il;lt-"ii--nieni", teeal proceduresr eduaation provlslonsl eto. I
aonslderable povrars iotrltl be clelegateD to elected provancaal
ag sembll.es.

To uorry about the detalls 1s pure pedantrT.'|*

r* Beoause the fetleraL'lst proposal 1s not (or at least
ffv)-aavice to i constltution-draftlng conmlsqlgn, but
arir'frisir soclatlsts antl republlcansr 1t !'otrld be-prrle
;ild;i-aii-ieneih-auont the meehanlcs of federarlsa'

not prlnar-
a pollcy to
pedantr:f to

0bvlously there are aony ttlfferent posslble rxtlts --the four

Hfl 'tfrftt:l'iri':m'F,f "*g*' r:mg:& F"piti?ffi e#:,
'di'itt'" 

"i. 
-qF"+a [ne 

- i"a" rir svsten- *l:3 
;:"ffi :I IH3#tHa";i,.ore ("s ntttr ttre Provls:t'onalsr olcl .four

iiliit'ii"i"i--st oira ;;-[;rd;i ttre reaeral ("];17:]It].]3;iti*t,.1

* In Lenlnts wrltlngs harsh polemfcs-cqn be fould agaLost the slog-
*tr-iiiit"";i;;ii;";f aiit-on"qvt''rrn{ s oav be confiistursr

t Gql-tu:ral-natloal autonooy I ,t as-proDoseil as an aLternatl-ve to
r the rleht or natlon3't3*iiiiftet".rrn"tiii; -pi..tii; o*ttlq social-

iiir:git"l"*.n:'[t*i"-Hit* {f,i mYlia;" 
tc ttre nenbers or the

iiiri:r,r"*,ffiffi isH*"ffidffi;E#*$iliilH+HFl;
iii-. t6"t -ot tgattonatist equlvalent of

In Ilenlnrs vlew thls forrul-a tras a soD to natlonallst ldeologyt

ffi :*T ffi" lk"*tl*"*::ru* #*}3 i:."l}"ffi 3'l::'t! al I nrrvr-

- 
;l-"l#i*" "fiE""1"t"lli.Bi*il?'tf,"Tt"*i}ft 

"F.3'nltg'iEE:"H-
th6 part of the oppr€gse'l lr4!]'olr"o

The statement-quotetl above, Pdv991!lne 
provinclal t"tt":fl#3

Clause 1 of a fgl: fioiihtvd p6rW resolufl-on' It ls follort
;ffi;; z ilniru,6i-6e 

-ii'iii"itt*aiionar autononv I'
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Feclerallsn ls a coouoo fsatrte ll -botrr:Eeols"-deoosrattc constltq-
tions (S\rltzerland, the IIS, Canada, Australlar West Germarqr...).
It ls a feature of- llberal-Stallntst YtrgoslavLar It was forutd
fui a vorkerst democratlc constltutlon (the early USSB)r I1rc
tletalls of course vary. Ttre prlnclple tq the lnportant thlng:
maxl,rau.o tlecentrallsation to provlnblal (and/or oore looal) Leve1
compatlble rlth natlonal unlty, wlth the aI& of calnlng the
fears of Local nlnorltles about stlFllng d6nln6tlql by the nat-
lonal maJorlty.

-The 
rrlght to selfdeternlrratlonr of the kotestant comrrntty

would not make sense. Ihere 1s no terrl.tory naturally sulted to 'the exerelse of suoh 'self-deternlnatlont.-fuiy tkotestant ititerrould entrap antl oppregs a large Cathotlc ntn6rtty, as-ttte Sfrcountles hai done ?'61 6o yearsf condreieivJ*;lh;i";iili ,"rr-tleternlratlont would mean- restoratlon of Stornoit ([ni-NJtt".nIrelana partlanent abollshed 1n 1 gtzt rnalor- reiirti+iid.' itvoutd not be a cremocratlo sorutlo.,'trJarrn; i#Jiii-ili, ii"""stnrssre, but a sectarian sorutionf ur[ierrf divrEriii i;i ih"workLng i:Iass.
But these consrderattorrs caanot obscure the fact that thohotestants are a drstlnc{-.omm'riiiy]-i'suustantlal sectr.on of

13."H:ilr:tllT; I: ^+r a unrtda-ii"ra*t_yi_16i.1-.ttEi"f,ii" t"
+" t.i r.ir t6a-fi - 

"hfi 3:'.!i" iil,E 3lf !;ii;r:fl7"xii*lv#ffi #i4ilsrEtsacred lsrer. bret ror t[p-p"r'ciuiiitiJ'" lt_glves of better con-c1 Llatrne and' un 1t in g worrei! - ci[[;i i ;-;e - pi.i 
" " 

tJit Ir[ JHn"r,and southern, enn lrish-8rla-BriifiI;^- -

" ."*;rH:l;.l$:"Xg"ters oppose a-rrnltect rretand lIl the aase of

Ttrey fear for thelr patertal posltloli they fear to lose thewelflare. beneflts they get iroa-tne-iiii
ced. to tue--;G;;di"- c6nattion ;F-til -dlifi"iltll, rilt,,:s F8"I.$:;rust ansrer wl.th soclalii[ afraia","" "

.- - T!"y also fear tRone nrler. Many onthls fear ulth assuran""o-iil+'+i*-''L:::'i:-lYrr llourd reply tou*,er.cqniii;i;i#in"tfl*il{ffi 
ffi i:Sf i$l$i6:i.f s*t

;:8iffi lffi "f HeI..l". s ean.arous ry, [,G;ff 
o*ffi #t#;Ug:il:Dlvorce uas Dro

;*ilt*,#[****#;qi:tT#j$#r:,**l*"'
** (contd. fron prevlous page) .,./...
Hll;Irtt tI;H." r.ever, whlch at eor:nry IeveI, whlch at tom or

*y: iijs frir s#8,[ii i] i:d"i]. rm ss.Hrl :t.f& rF"Hr.,Hu'a heavy progresslve lncoue taxilnlci an appeaqr_x s1vfug ttetalls,lproposals f or tax schedutes, -a"-a"i-iixArttill;EE;' 
;it. ::'
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banned. The cathorle churoh has a strong tlonllatlon ln the educa-tlon systen, and used effectlvely to coritrol tfie 
"LnJdrsiiip.Not sectarlan?

. To.polnt.out_thgt the saall ant! Eostly wel1-off hotestant
Bixgrltl la the South has suffered ruoh l6ss than the Cathoilosla the North ls true, but not uuch of an answer to anvoo6-rd"
obJects to the Cathohc coloratlon of the 26 County siate.

The Pnovlslonals are secular and fui bltter coafllct wlth the
Churah? Apart froa thelr Cathollc-lnfluenced posltlon on lssuesIlke abortlon rlghts, IeS. But the Republiean moveoent has alvays
been seeular ancl fu bltter confllct wlth the Ctnrrch. Yet out of
the BepubLlcan Eovement have come both the tno Greqn Tor5r paftles
- Flne GaeI and Flanna FatI - rhlch alonlnate the 26 County state.

Flne Gael vas foemed by the Republlcans uho supporteil the
heaty In 1921-2. lrlthtn a year,of flghttag a uar of lndependence
agafuiit Brltainl they lrere ifehtlne a clvlL war to suppress srti-
Treaty Republlcans.

As for Flanna FalI. lts evolutlon from arned stnrggle a&a1n9!
tne i6 boqatiltitl-[o' Uo*reeols-elerlcallst adninlstlation of 1t
wi" iinrsUetl- fui tess tlrse tf,an the cuuent r troubles r ln the
North have so fat lasteclo

Eamonn tle VaLera - founiler of Flanna Fa1L, -qr-rd prlne-nlnlster

m"t"il'ilt;,:n:i' m:;id:i i;ialst'.il ;Bil : 

g:fu$i ;[!l.r l""o
fii*il F;iI ;;il;-.ili"tEr.ir66'1r5s -to 1966 started.to make the
26 Co*ntles ttre nosf iEioir:oi-.i=i'ror tfre rmrltlnatlonals tui all
Europeo

,".*f,3T'31"ff$.1'3?#:.',il"', 3Z3t !i'I"iqt:; ttlliii}.
l*i":"fl :iiFt ;fffit'., ;E7 ii* si;:H.::i }:"'ii"i4llrp""'"'
tfi&T-"-"iiii""""" i66"t'i[; ;;iir gi-arregranee tb the Brltl'sh
Groun (then stgr pli["oi"inE-i6 Ciun[i-E.nstltutlon) and enteretl
;il;5"ii"itr,"-26-cSiiii;dfi#"irIqy raircn 1 e32 Flanna Fa1I
was ln Do$er - and embarketl on a-pouey of dlsaitrous economlc

natlonailsm. rewrttiii*tiiE-co-is[ri"ttd1 i; nake ttre' cathollc blas
;F "t#=t;te ;#ii;ft; i- ti1z, 

- 
and represslne Bepubrlcans'

Arenrt Gerqy A(tams andl other Provlslonal S lnn Fet! Ieaders

*rli,i;:$iit'$ffi i;ir:ffi Eni:ii'jl;i-il:hi'ruii'li:,i*.
oorltics. rt e provrii'oriiil='-r'i"J-no- 6rr"cirve strategy for worklng

Llass power ln rreil;;.*iia"Ii-iri" norttne crass tloes not nrre'
rhen the Uoureeolsil iiii-'i"1" --seiectGE antl norLdlng mLdtlle

iii-J.-porrtieians to lts ndetls'

I,here ls no good reason to be conplacent about !he. llsk of
Cathol_ie se ctartaniEJ ii"""f"it; fiirr1d"--What trould happen vhen

the lntense tropes aia- ilultrons "oo"""iru["d 
on the obJectlve of

a unlted. rnaepena#[ t;i;E-;"*-arsappornted? Dlsappototed thev

worlcl be'- ror tnetiiiit-n"-plui!"^wo"ra 6" no nore guaiantee of

i# 
j[m; 

it"'"rtrf; :i'H^"":r*:;*l -lti':t;uTtirl;Slli:l 
*

state. unress "o"rff,iiti'iourd "r'"p"- 
eventi detlsivelyt the tllsap-

iJi"iEa-ii"tr.".ir"it3'iia-ii6iit-iuli H: ;tffi'r*r . 
ottTi*;r%$".

Siiti-i"ofiing ror scapegoats and. ren-erx

o6-irtot iura"i "ove"-oi 
isoctattstl rhetorlc'
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To use thts t\rture tlanger to arold-aid I nE trlth Jh€:-mvoft
or tiE iliitrilii" biir.tiri-*i"ority ^ow 

uo,!.tl 6e- shdmefulo It ls
;'f;;r";il;ii'"ti"r -""ti-i"iitrri'" revolt' But to be criven
bv concern "o 

uoppo=f';fr.-C;i&lies lxto clenylng the danger of
c""tnoirc ieotarliirisn is mlndless.

Whoever el-se may- trry to reconcile the .Protestant workers
wlth Cathollc nationlligi' - otr. rather, to.rely'on.vain-hgngs
;i";";h;-;"""ii"ilili[iii-- t[6't"iE gr' soclarists does not rle
fi -th;t E:--r,""ti.".-.i"*iu"u i6-r*iEr to-iiefentl the cathollc
bourgeo5.sle agalnst'irili"it-i"t-woSlcerst susoiclons. our task is
to forlmrrat" o p*ogr*il;-;i:;"i;1ift +a d'eaoeratie demancl-s
.initn 

""r-"rm 
f'rfs['ioci"ifsts i"a nepulttoans to glve_I31sh

iiiiii'"-*r, 
-CritrcLlc 

anA-proiestant, a p6rsnectlve of aeLther con-
;ffiiii-6pp;;;;r"; "*-airiiili"d-6r-piishrhe 

around the other'
Autonony for the naln!-y-Protestant areas wlthln a unltedl

frefana in"irfa Ue pari ot itrat pFogra,ine. So shoulct be-wlde-
il;iri; ioc",i-aeroobriey, eivlng' elf,enslve, r1*hts to nalaly-oath-
;IlE t;*" or dlstrlcti'sltnrn-matuily-hote-stant areasl antl
,ufnfy-p*otestant tlistrlcts in nalnty-Cathollc &?6osr

tJe cannot. of course. suarantee that the workers rrll-1 relly
to the progrri.e. AIL ve'can do is formulate a programne whlch
honestly tickles reality and conforms to the loglc.-of the cl-ass
itrrggl6" lf that progrlmme falls to wln support, thgn r,re will
not 56 able to lnfluence events. We canrrot be iriSpe ctors-gen6ral
of history or constitutlonal- atlvlsers to the po\ilers-that-ber We

have no wLy of flndtxg a guarantee against reactlonary outcomeg
Irr frelancl- - aa l-atleftnlte contlnuatlon of the present stalenatel
or a collapse futo clvll rar arrtl repartltlon' What we should be
able to do- ls ensuie.that -1f these ieactlonary outcomes prevall-,
it ls not because the Marrclsts trave falleil to propose a suffl-
cientLy full soclal-1st and democratlc programme.

A l'ot of the obJectlons to federalisn, I thlnkr are based
on the false ldea tlat 1t is supposed to 6e a cure-all, and/or,
on a ralsguldetl search fog a rguaranteer (outsicle of an actlve,
iinlted workersr novement) that Protestant sectarlanlsn wlIL
never ride agail.
rrIE EXAMPLE 0F qUEBEC

The exauple of Quebec, I thrnkr thror,rs a sldellght on sooe
of these is sues.

Quebec stantls out nith lreland (antl perhaps sone of the
natlonalitles 1n the Spanlsh statel about vhlbh I knou little)
as belng an oppressed natlon whlch nonetheless ls hlghl..y devel-op-
etl in a bourgeols sense. By general social- structure and f-iving
standards lt betongs wlth the natlons of North 4merj.ia and
Western Europe rather than vlth the Tlrrird World.

French colonlal-ists settled Quebec l-ri the 15th centgrTt
nassaerlng and pushlng out the natlve populatlon. In 1760
England conqueretl the area. At firstr brlefl-y1 Engleind set 1t-
self the aln of thoroughly AngllclsJ.ng Quebee. (In Acadia - Ner,r
Brunswick - the French weie sinFly tleported, 10'OOO of then).
Very soon, houever, England settletl d onn to a pollcy of eol-l-ab-
oratlon with the F::ench-Ca.readian upper class.

Quebec has enJ;rfed substantial provlncial autonory, under
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Freneh-Canadlan provfurclal gquernments, ever slnce the Caaadlan
Coofederatlon sai forurtle'tl li 186?. Yet'lt has been an oppressed
natlon - lneorporated lnto an allen politlcal unlt. ilistorlcal-Iyt
the mall expressLon of the oppresslon has been the language
questlon. English nas the tanguage ttre boss and th€ offlclal
nade the French-Canadian speak lf s./he nantetl to get anytthe re.
Engl-ish was the language that vtstbly and audlbly doolnatecl the
centre of Quebecrs blg c1ty, Montreal, and the roads to prlvllege
alal power. -Many EagUsh-Cairittlans dlsftayed cnrdle, blatant traclsmt
toltarals the Freneh:Canadiansi

There vas a aatlonal revolt ln 1837-8, and artl-eonscriptlon
rlots durlag Worltt War 1o (In l*orld l'Iar 2-the fecleral governnent
uas oor€ caieful, brrt nhea eonpulsory servlce overseas was lntro-
duced lrr 191{4 half the.tr'rench Canatllans scheduled to go overseas
went AWOI).

Between 1936 and 196o Quebeets prorrlnciql- ggyernggn! y3f run
by the rlght-irlng, sour\r irnrarct-Look}1g ana natlonarlst unlon
t'tltfonale"of l{auilce uupiessts. Ie 196o-the Ualon Natlonale
repime collarsed ln'. ;6iil;-oi scairaaf S the provl4clal. Llberal
;;il;- ";;-t'"- ;*;; arrd, 

- cautea out the' s o-eal-Led t qule! revol-u-
iT;;1 . 

-i-i.rrt-"ii=l moaernrsatlon whieh boostetl the status of
iil"ri"ioi*fiff;il;' ;;i;a;d trade unlon rlshts, and . 

expanded
iii; ;;;;fu"'t6r"-oi iii;;;;!r;rur gov"rn"it, irspeclarrv throreh
Quebec-Hydro, lts hyclro-eleatrlc company'

In the late 1!6Os the expectations arousetl.bV the19 reforms
fused exploslvery "iirr-iiltEjii"i6"i-io ienerate- a huge revlval
#" a"#""^;"ti.ii,ri!i" fr 

"- 
-". r*iol- ttueiatton s tr,g gles, the

black pouer 
^orr"r"rrf*ir-dt"-USr-tt"- 

st*dlnt radlealisatl.bnr and -
llffi #tn:ii;ffi Lrili:t!::'"'g$u*':i":i' :t'tf;:*":H:u
as tthe whlte nlggers of North Amer].ca'.

si,*irfl"8#tl'fi5':14"lllliu'i.''ili*,l,i#ffi ffi ffi :,
Li.i"tir""ai.-it rerleE heavlry on the
support.

rtre status of the French tanguage. i"i"lfl'#:t:t;"Plu.tflt.3tl'rras iiiJ -d-iuinea vlciouslv agal{st -thei,li[ iii[i:,i"ion :-ags- i-.urri"r"ti'r" 
"ili;{, *:"., f ;:";3F,, t:]j;,i'i; ^d'--[t. 

Ensilsh-speakias nlno:
n6w oppt"ssi,a witfrU Quebec'

ii1**xu"if i-"il* jH*i:l't'+iFiiikH*i.*i$ilijil'
on Iy languase of - aalEl? lsErariT 

- i" - :::-5 i; " -.:;; 
- i- il"ir- ot :. ra

forns' sovernmenf, ;Fffi;;-;;iiur "ectttity' 
etc') -Ev"H^"1

must ettend . r="o[ir'i;;t1d;-;;hooi-rrni"ii a parent vas educated

ln Enslish IJX !9e!9g,

r*'T:#:F'*f-*t'Xru;if, #ritll-ii#i:-=il':fi }:''
EneLish but not r"!"'it'l , "fitl-all-ioclal 

classes ln sone tcflns
to- the east of tire"'di"i,ir,rGi."-rrv"" rrfir"tr ""u 

ovelryhe'l mi ngly
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fuisllsh-speaklae. (quebee also has a sizeable populatlon of
iiil[- ext'ractrofi -'r.itrren 1s oostly, howeverr F-reirch-speaktng ) .

Ttre French-speaklng backlash ls hlghi-y underste!(table, antl
not slnpty to be equated wlth the arrogant Eng}lsh-language
tlonlnatloir of the past. Yet 1t shows verT well hotr the natlonallsn
of an oppressed natlon can turn rancld and oppressite nhen lt nrns
up agallst ttlsappolntnent. (And how that can happea even rurder
cover of an apparent move to the Left: the PQ 1s more rleftr than
prevlous Quebe c separatlsts ) .

Central to thls outcome 1s the reaknsgs of the Canadlan labour
oovement.. quebec has 1ts own trade unlon movement. separate fronthe Canatltan novenent. Canadals feebl-e Labour party, 'the NDf, has
no base la Quebee. (Generall_y, party polltlcs la qu6Uec a!@ oom-pretely_dlfferent fron the reit of Canada). Ihe guebec unlons.
more mirltant than the Engrlsh-carradtiao unlons, tiave rorura no'pathyet.except.to-tle themselies to the chariot oi'ttiJ Uoure"of"-natlonallst FQ.

- what attltude shourd. sociarlsts have advocrlgd, and advocate,lor the rabour movement to taEJi-supp"it i"r-idiirl"tJiniirtr""for Quebec. support for-lndefenaencS'ior euebec-- io-"i6ir-tn"natlonar ouesti'on out or-t[e-"dv iloiri-assr.st crass poritlcs.(rhe PQ cdued a rererendun tu huebpc r"-rgy"risq in"IiiiiItro.,.The resurt 
''i'as -\ofi ror separit tdii- Zof ie"ri, tl -rnJ"r"iEi.I

government applled heavy lressure'againsE-*pii,"Il6". i--'-^At the same tine - consistent denocraey.: equallty. of languages,Eaxlmuo posslble rocar autono.y; Ard-an exirrandtion irr.i [t waylhe Quebec workers carr rrght tfie a6irnaerrng us m,rtr,,atlonarsl:.lot by rurnlng rI rmiErati; ;#tu;;I-t"iiri."-iiiiliii^t ier_
illll il"i"ifl ,H"uB*llIE-Sff; Hei6;flrmii;!il:.H;i;;"iliiEt-US workeri.

Federallsn has not rworkedt in Quebec. Independence oa abourgeols .basls uould not-iwortr veiitell elther.
But would we co_nclude that soclallsts should opposesel-f-determrnatlon f or Quebec r - oi:-J*[iiiive. provinclar attonoryas rong as it remairs withrn trr"-criii-ian ititei ri.ilie-iJiraoonclude that fornar oemocritie-.iiiiii-i."" rlmlted effect ulthrxcapl-talisn, and especlauy Jo-rr-Ifie;; I; ;"il;-Ji;d;^;;;t;il#.rabour novement to defend- theo and right ror t[eir-us'8.--'-'
Would our answer to -mlstreatment of Engllsh speakers iaQuebec tre to oooos" .serr-ae[e*i"utioi-.r Eo-oppolJlilirrr?.r

ItEl.., No : lt- irourd o;e;;;r--ii!r6"i"ito rrifits, -ri"Ii-.,iiorory,

* af:B:: I:"tlT.t guarantee that rorta*r 9**1!y or Languages*
uo, .',e 

- 
c Jui;;?i. " " " Tfl,#r$*f ,ffi r 

Hl; 
rtfl 

E"i53.u3Ftf, iTl3; r",is the economlc domr ?atlon 
-;i 

ai;5 
-ffi*"fi 

Ed ii"h:c;iiriii""*o.po"_at 10n s, that 
- 
workers' rurrcy-is ;; ";;.;r; Ei'iriiit -iiill l*ini" tr,"t

i:ifiiiif lfr itr ::3iri:!*"bll1;i*i;lr*iiri-*l*li;ietr*,ii" "
uorklng people of Qu

* I donrt thlnk this need exelude song rposltive dlscrlmlnatlonrneasures.
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In fact nany soeialisls have supported Ere4ch unllinguallsm
ln ouebec. I onte wrote an artlcle hesltantly implyhB sUpport try-

"6fi-Go*t"rst 
Aetlon no.37) - 1.e. f dltt not feel confldent to

crftidise ine previflfne liit attltude. But that . attltude amounts
i;- ;;[;;;!r-e - 

c-ampit ai [it" eTpeuse . 
of -a. prirclprgd p:9qTTTe. rt ls

iio"i"io"l["Ueoi-"na a slmilir nethod 1] vrong for Ireland too.

woUI,DFEDERALISMAI.,LoI{APBoTESTANTASCENDANSST0SIJRVIVE?

Some comratles object that federallsm would nean a Protestant-
s"cta"rar, 

- 
s tu["r"t ri-ii" -i'i"rtt -East. partly thls is_ Just ^nlsunder-

staodjng: there f. .-"Jaio.I-tllfference beti'seen a sgparatel Ptartl-
tlonlst. Northern r""iii[-i["["]-vt"tter independent- or*uled bv

riil'tiii3 tiii. -;a-"-ir;;lri:s".i -ii'";G ;i;r unlt' with s ome rocal
aoiono^y wttrrU a unlted Ireliind'

The .rrovlncial governnent vrould be tlect by all-Ireland lawsl and

tir" i'"'E"i"i' Gii:i.Ei;li-iiittitilio"t. "o"ia 
Lave po'rer to lntervene

?itH:t"?nti::;ilffi fi:!',*d;ilir[qi*i,i"lliub;3r*";:i.lt:
ii8-;is;t"-;i [h;'fuio*iti-of the rrish peopre'

*ni*[i.-**:n;i:**u++g*lsrrffi ilil:

**+[qh*i:ffi ;fffi rtqrfiip,*''l,'aiifr ii.
For that matter' Ioca1 Protestant-sectarian cllscrlmlrlatlon

r*#-ffiHt il ?ii:' ii;:i H,I FlE[lli,#i:il',l?*ti*l:lt'fi-
i"ity:.riltetl clty auihoritv,'It can Iu

donfurated' par-isn as arrovrng the
Woultl the comra'les nho. oppose,fetlet

:H:tia[dilii:g]i?:3:iffiiilt"H#lin*'qs:t*t*##:
over BeLfast from l

lli',I tt "i? 
?H,:,'"?l iil:"[Hili:iq=tff :f, ' lf,: : l;:: it*ft ' tr -

fetlerallsnpohts--thenthecurersn.iiii.u"tt"r.ihanth"disease.
A democratic unlted Ireland "*,"-i:'"Hr;ii3t?:t:{ Il:r*tilitor'".i-io" +; l r.*;" i I tlt.lrrilfl?"i3}" u,"'; Gs s- con s c lous r'rorke rs

H":"il3',?l:':i.:n"i"#,*,',i1.**iri:,retH_tt*,.tlf l"ffi lf .'H"fri;ilc 
-;-ruri manrresto of 

' 
democrar

ilii;-;ilii" ciar -autononvt?titl3fl ":ti:e!;ld;i^ p":*li:1r",,-
Iill$fl ":":lrtflli*; 

i,,:{- i" iuoe" tt"v ;3 ft :H#i";:"i3!".i;-;"u *.
""ffi ;iffi 1fi"r5e " 

s 
li3 "li-?"ff*"ffi ui[itiyl" ilE 

-ii.ui 
r or 

- 
c r-as s

of aII sectarlan '

un ltY.
WHY IS FEDERATISM ]MPORTANT NO!T?

In 19?1-2 polities ln Northern lreland ehanged dramatically'
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Stornoirt (the Northern lreland parliaroent) vas abol-ished' Dlrect

r,re f ro* westmj-ns re|'wi- io-{"oi"ced. Thi' unionrst Partyl trhich

had domjnateal sirc "oi*iittJiiiircs ^ror'io-t'uurs' 
dislnti:grated'

The Protestant vorr#g"ti"t5-ut"r'g IToB, ti"' ptot6stant bourgeolsle

- towarits ttre poutii: ;;;;pt'iist ureotr;' The rRA - vhieh'ir,

rhe late r60s had d;;;r[Ii"t"" - uEcam6-a mass force in the

Cathollc commuriitY.+
Since 1972r despite nany iroportant twists and turns' the baslc

facts of tne sltuatiil" ffi# "E[rp"g.*rltirie"d' 
jn staienate' The

British Arnv ca-nnot'Xlr"'"[' [n"- cutttorrd :--iEE citho]'les cannot

clefeat the combined i;;;; Ji:-trre-aritilfi [=ty a'a tt'" Protestants'

In the 25 Counties, there have been soue Lmpressive one-off
vaves of solldarity ""iiil":'ai[er srooa., sundav 1n 1972t and

cturins the hunser -t;il;;: sut-ihg uasrc'rac[i 'or ttre poiitical
; ;tl.ii rlli" ""iiE - -"t il ;e; 

- 
fu,; 

-i''E o c re"n . i3;t*B i:t'f " tnlTSoti" ln"ild Fiil;u-ralt, remEin clomlnant - as-!
rrish Labour pr"tv r!il"ii"*"-tiit oi Frne-Gael - as it r'ras in the
r 6os.

ThustheTrishnatlonalstrugg]-eremalnsessential!-y.conflned
to r 6'l*-or 

-'t["-r;i;h';;tiil-- the"fr orthern cathollcs' That. does
i"t'a"t"""i from the--iuliice of thelr fight. It'does Llmit its
p rospe cts .

It is possibLe that the sltuatlon ln the North Pay be. trans-
formeO Uy lometnfng from outslde 1t - for example, by. a revolu-
iionary ilpsurge of-worhlng-class strugg-Ie -In the-Sguth, ereatlng
a neu Lasis f5r r,rorkersr inlty ln the fiorth' Socia]-lsts should do
iff r" can to help such a posliblllty eroerge; But r^re- cannot Eener-
ate it at wlll; ana fn the- meantime r,re have to f ornul-ate itleas
showing sone r,rdy fofirard from the sltuation as it ls now, not as
we hope lt vll-l- be.

Troops out 1s a good sJ-ogan. But lt ls not sufficlent. In
nost national Llberation strugglesr we car say sJmFly: the.
imperlalist power shoulal get out and hand over. to the local- nat-
lonalist novement. There .is n_o aII-Ireland nationallst novemeJrt.
There is a nationalffioEmdtT ffifr;TtEffiTi;?-66fi':
regarded uith bitter hostillty by the Northern Protestants (2Of)

ff3fil".tute 
svmpathy, but some alarn, bv the Southern Cathollcs

Lenin argued :

'rThere ls not, nor ean there be, .such a thlng as a tnegatlvet
Socisl-Denocritie slogan that s6rves only to"tsharpen irole-tarlan consclousness agallst lnperlalismt without at the same
tlme offeriag a positlve an suer to the questlon of bg( Sociai-
Democracy wlII solve the problem uhen 1t assumes power. Irnegativet sl-op+n u.neonnected wlth a deflnite pogltive soLu-

* Workers Fight and the I-CL advocated federal-ism for trany years,
and even before the dramatlc events of 1971-2. You vi]-L find lt
advocated in the 1969 Workersr Fight resolutLon agaiast the IS,/SWP
alroppinB of rTroops futt, in oan 1972 arguments for outspoken
solidarlty with the IHA, 1n our 1971+ condennatlon of the Birmlng-
ham bomblngs, 1n our mid-r7Os poLemics in the Troops Out Movement.
Yet in alL the heatecl debates around these issues, federallsn was
one thing our opponents never argued agalnst or denounced.
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tion r.rill-not Islarpenr, but dull eonseiousness, for sucha slogan is a holloir prri,ase, ilr; ;h;;;irg, meaning)-essdeclamatLontt.
Itrowhere ls this.more trrre than on the si_ogan r?roops out ofIrelantl ,. fn ear.Iv 1969:sone-oi--il"-"o.i."des ugued agilnst ISlSWprsal-!.os t-excrus ive Lonirentratron- onli ri".i; -gEqr ?*iii"iil'J-iroop"

'r6nt on the streets,' 
. in-August- rr59-:-aii; i6lswi-iiJtp-pJ['trll earu )'rhev ertielsed rhe'irpu.t iir'i6i6n ttlt the cathoiiI-criii rlghtsmovement vourd orga!1cir-ry. rgron overr i"to--"."iii1il; ;h;;'arsuedt'or propaganda for the woikeist republic.

.. In--the mtd-r/Og tre argued against the notlon (put forward bythe.fMG and others) that i .ass"movem"nt coufa ue"uuirl.fn-irltaln
gl.t+:-_:*g).e-slogan tTroops_og-tt: It was not oul of-anti_rmperiat-_r-sE-,purlty, that we fus.lsted that a movement i.rl Brltain must erpli_clt$ argr,re sollclarity vtttr tire Republlcans s it was beeiuJe lrebell6ved a movement mirst give somg @.S.![@, ansvers, ana nooe w.s
cLear from the slogan tTroops outt.-

Now some comraales fui the WSL seem to argue that tTroops outt
and rthe defeat of Brltlsh lnperj.allsmt are the crux of the Irlsh
questLon, and al-I else ls.pettlfogging and probably !capltulatlon
to lnperialismr. But the negatlve slogan, in itself, ls stiLl a
rhollow phrase I .

We use lTroops out ryl as one means of focus jlg the issue
fu Brltala, and Eetting-aEross the nessage that Britai.rr has no
rights 1n ireland" It Ls not a fulL progiamme, though ve sometlmes
tilk ana act as lf lt is. Even the Provislonais, more serious than
ifr"i=--f"rJ thoughtful British admlrers, put preAise demands on the
gg Brltah shoulcl .get out.

If Britlsh troops qult Ireland toroorrou, it-ls quite lil{ely
that there would be'a dectarfan civll war, leadilg to repartltion.

Self-determlna*,1on?Unifylrelantl?ltreProvlsionalsarenot
strone enoush for ti.-itrJItoi.ttur" Frotestants are activel-y hostlle
i;-fi: i'Ii;]?t iorrn[y-"oi:rrg elass has no rea]- wish ror it'

.In-esceneruouttlbesetforasectlonoftheProtesta.ntstomake

" a"i"I t.i"in6-iloi p"ti"v oi u" ttndependent ut-stert. rhis drlve
il"iid'i"ir"i""l-.i- Ie;;a;-; massive crackdown on the Republicans'

mEi,:;tlll:[i":t-ffi 
;i.;ltiglla:i,:lu:tls;ti' rtElti[i]A;?!i

vlolently. Dublln *ir"ii-ii"6- sor" token-"""iiiariee-to the catholles
but 6o nothlng a."i!iiE."ilJr"-"."ia-u" mas s popui-ation_ novements t
a repartition: Iretiii-*o"ia be irrevocably aira bitterly bpllt
lnto' Orange and Green states.

ltrere would be a bloodbath.
I,he eonventlonal left anwer-to thls' that rTherers already a

blootlbatht, ls no *-.i"i'. ilimmerrng.var-'i'iin hundrdds of casualties
is different from a:ii:;i ,"t-'i6i"trto"sand"' DiJferent-not onLy

in immedlate human H,[!; ;;i ;i;; ir' [e6s of the inpricattons
for the future pottiEilitr6i"oi-"i"rdr1'o - 1'e' of unttlne the

euiftotf" and Prbtestant workers'
the other sIlS\rJ€TI t Revolutlons. altlavs ilvol-ve bloodshetl I t 1S

no better. rt"r" is'io ;;;;;i;il-b;tll;;n Che revol-utionarv viorence
of the working .r.i""IeIi;I;-ii;-"ili;ii"""' or of a subiect
natlon asalnst , ;;q;:;-il;i""iii,-iii[-ihe viorence or two vorktug-
tl.t" 

-"oil^"niti.. slaughterJlg 6ach other'
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AII thls ttoes ggf mean that we.shoulcl falL to suppgr! troops
out. Britlsh troops ir;;*;"-;i;n[-to ue rn lre]-and, 

-airo ao no soott

there. That the situa[i6rr-ana-f,tre'pro*p"cts nos ar6 so bleak ls
Iargel-Y Brltalnrs wo::k.

But it does mea.n that we shoulg eouple the call for troops
out* uith some lntell#;;t]pr;;;iti to'' a solutlon withln lrelantl
_ and condemn rhose itB"'dJrI'i"";-[;;;; oul-witrrout suctr a proposar

as mfudless Phrasemongers.
The only conceivable soLutlon given-the nresent facts of the

situation or somethji;';";;;;iid tt'ero rs a irnited rrelantl vith
federallsEs 1o€o 3D'iEtSipi-i"-riEgotiate .between the socti.ons of
if,E i;ilh i"oii" ana-io e^onciLiate the Protestants'

The coneillation, realisticallyr.woulcl be backed up with a

certah el_ement or "3"i.iiii-:-1;;;" 
it"orrg indicatlons to the Protes-

iiiJplttr-ior-ari .rternative to a unlted Ireland were
pretty bleak - ano r,roiLii it.rrol.l" some reDression agairrst d1e-hard
protestant groups. fii-iirrd' i.' airi"*""t' f rom stralgtrt conquest
of the Protestants.'i"ei-d.ity, conquest is the gnly al-ternativet
ii""ii-tirl' li.i.strrrtrr-current attltudes. But it ls not possibl-e
I -wrro woula eonquer itreln? -and not desirab)-e anytlay, from ary
workilg class Point of viev.

It ls posslble to evade thgse lszues"bv. Yi:hflll !!liII$' It
is possiblb to assume iiril at the cnrcia]- fuolnt,the natiol3l
li.issfe woirld trasically rgrow overr j-nto soclali'snt an'l IJI some
ldiliB"trilili-I;i-ih; "profestants would^pe converted to republl-

""rrr;;;-ri-is 
poiiiute to renain bll-nker751r a sort of inverted

Britlsh natlonalLsm.-..;f"e-t[;i iah; defeat of Britlsh imperlallsmt
,rra lts effect on the rbalance of worltl forcesr are the things
ttut "".ffy matter, antl that a.posltlve solutlon r'rithin.Ireland ls
a Jecondaf lssue,'It 1s posslbie to resort to a crude theory-of
the Protestants as pure pavns of Britaln, so that thelr reaetioh-
ary tdeas would drain aw'ay l-ike vater out of a bath once the
tplugt of Britlsh troops uas pulLecl out.

But that Ls not Mazxism. It is not seriousr honest polltlcs'
We wlLl not even be very rellabl-e anti-lmperiallsts 1f our ranti-
imperlallsmt is only as strong as our ablllty to use consoliag
myths to shield our eyes fron uneomfortabl-e facts.

The federal proposal- mlght not avert sectarian civil war,
either. Whether anythlng short of a mass soclal-ist moveuent ualtlng
the workers of both comrnunitles (or a big sectlon of then) carr
entl the present lmpasse ls a progressive sense ts cloubtful. Our
progranme ls to develop that sociallst movement: seriousl-y, not by
empty schematislng about the present natlonallst struggle becomhg
sociaList if only it 1s intensifled sufficlently. We should not
blunt our socj.aList prograryne by false rrealismr, by gettfug tied
up ia worklag out rarlsuersr for the present forces ln the sltuatlon
over whlch we have no control anl/uay. But federallsm does not imp)-y
blirnting our soej.alist programme h any way. ft does not lltolt us,
or prevent us fron pushirrg as hard as we car for a sociallst Ire-
Lanal. 0n the contrary: to work effectlvely for a soclallst revolu-
tion 1n lrelarrd, we need to have our soelal-ist prograrnme incLude
detrocratlc dema-irds, and a p-e,SS-!b.!LaE of relatturg to lhe pol-itieal
situatlon now, of dlvision and anguish, more coneretely than just

+ Thls cloes pgf me arr maklng ltroops outr condltlonall



by sayilg that a unlted cl.ags uoveoent uould be better.
, A-sociallst progranme needs to include federallsn, as asubordinate but loportant detranat.

Whether ue caJr have any positlve llf Luen ce on the situatlonwlthtl IreLand depenals-on there befuig a naterlal_ force to iightfor such. a ^programme. _At present there ls no such forcei ve i.ave
no sueh futf lueace o But no foree can be gathered wlthout-flrst
proclalmlllg a ptrogramme. And no aclequate prog rarune caII be fornul-
ated without flrst col-tlly I saying what Isi. -
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KllneII. 11.8.83..

The quotatlons from Lenin arel .'
Page 1: trAs far as gutooony ls coaeerned...n - rThe Right of

Nations to Sel:e-Determlnatlonr..
Page 2: nIn so far as national peace...rr - 1913 resqlstlon of the

Central Comnlttee of the Rrrssian Soelal Denocr&tlc. Labour.

Page 2: rrA. stnrggl-e agalnst the prlvileges.o.n - lTtre Rlght of
Nations to Self-Detenalaatlont. ;

Page t: rrThere 1s not- Marrlsm and lmper
nor cam there 'be...rt ;, tA caric*iirrre or

2
1allst Econom,lsn I .

NOIE: ?h1s artlcle uas urltten before f saw Jonests artlele on
federaiisn in 13 63. I have not trled to alter thls article lr
oeder to take accouat of IB 53: a reply 1s bellrg prepared'
separate Iy.


