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DISCUSSIOI 1NTICLE CN SCgMIStr ASSEIBLY caegV

f the. Ge ei]. :ileci'ioir , the 4resf;ioiit'of a Scottighner
, a- inajof , if .noi 'the dajor, is+ls in the 'laiboui

The argusefltr srr$sntUr . btirg ,a(kErrqeal . for , quob; ep l-ceenEl4 .(." o.ppo,se4 ,

st'ed on at q, €Pn
bariis.

eral,
of prapGt

.(eval lrith locaL eassembli es ele

Ad 6'

mqv9trE

ntt i<i-ndlien, - i4g

utio4 tbroqghout hitain,
ro4al r9Proscnrat l.oqJ T9F
GlqfdnoiT€fu apd \yEdcti_ry

qn factuaL, fiaCcrrracies;t' '1arge!y

1,

Labor:rr ie cert"ainly inao5uratE.. tsiiilst,.tr aborrr.did. tnl€h b-etler i+ Sgotland.'-"tl-wtl,
south of the border and. Ion in 41 of -thq 72 Scottieh oongtituencige, its total
share of ttie poll was otlr 34i (tUie das,renpese4te nn tictuer }e-tllae 

o.t ifi
compared wi.th f9?9. ) 

^ :. ..: .. - . -: ..

,Ilorpeve*, theqe are massive rueio;nil -4itr€renc?6 in the voting patterns
witrrin..sibtlandn at.Ieast eE sighigica:rit a; thd^ alleged 'illfJerencdE 'b6tfieea
-ftlgI.and and Scot1antl.' Irl th9 liighta&als ar.rtl l{orfhcrn Sidflarid ' atrtt throughout"the Borders, Laborlr docs not holtl a eingle seii. , , , ,

orrly ia a.benil.- Ftret c.lring from lhe l4q.qr Clyile in the west to the area rounil
Eitinburab in tho E"lst does-onl final a solid bros of La;bou terrttory. Ind ttrbt
is no basi s upou wh,ic[ to clain that. 'Sadtlird votaa lebour'. .l{b,reovdir ih
simiiar qTeps- in beland (e.g. I,iverpool) 'Labour dia;ust as wcII ae i.n f,his:'

To claim that even if Scotlanti clirln,t vote Lab;: it alid- at l.'a.q,t- rr.ot. ;ti:.
Thatcher is rcally no argument. at aII. n naiorlly of Scottish-v9i"l- (7t CI .

cortainly went. t6- Darties othor than th6'tortee; hit to tlid''!i 'riraiority of vodAs
in the conatri in gencral, .]tbit a nniih'sinaller one (56.5/).

It is also lese than politically usefuI to lgmp:t-e€ptber labpu-rvotee wilh i..
SpP vote6, (or &i.tish. Nationalist. Party vofgq) urder tho goner:rI heading of
tr;it i-That ch€r voteg". unless one.leieee.a n'ebulogB rSut{lrrh&tche#i'riilx Ebove"'
tbe dpeciiio porrticai aitferoncei bet#een Labor:r and slP/tibe"els/SfP - hird marly
backgrs-gf a,S9o tielr Aspeml1y T ,1r"1, tl"tfou." than .i.t . ', , 

. :- ,.-, ,..
The ulie. vot ed; IAbor.Etr. argumet i- jis thereforeffactuatr\y e,gcupate. It is al;io ,,nationaligtic, sinco vrhat it amouat s to iEtrq Ftatofiront 3 rr1 .the Sbottish

.peqBlor. votcal Labour (whilot they, the hglish people, votett Tory). Class
diviFions arc thue replaood by, rlnati 4a1'r. (tn fact: regioilpl) ltY.sionei , 

,

This nationalism firds exprossion in other E6pectF of, thg,dernand. for e4._

--.aseeobty. Tlre.scottish National Parly (Sgf -.quito unashemed, of course, oi
_itc letiona1iq1l B"- caIled for I Sgotr-t iih Pgnuter tuont to fieht thc 4ories,.,
involving iteplf, Labour, SSP and tho Libcrals. '

T<i.ar6ue f.@ arr AsEembly on'the grornie:that,:rsoqttq-rd (rmlilee Sglaad i voted.

of oplosLtiontr to the lori6e:attaoks on the Seottioh r.rorking btass.,. bv.n...'diecg.rrding tA.r fact thet thet Torlgg hav€. go.t tho same. attaiks. ih. storb fbr ' ,

Scotthis workere as for all otlrer workees, thu argu*ent is of tittle rgJ.evanqel

Its call hae not fallen on deaf ea.r's in the labou! mo\r€ment. . Sr€a be.fore ..
the el.cction @orge Gallonay. (rfiq retr 'esunte q whole crrrrent in the laboirr
novement ) had prcjpoecf the idea " - all-:,)errty all_iance in pur'euit of some form
of,'Scotti,Fh-autonorgr. .Sincc the election, a nurnber of Ld.to:.r IIPg harb rcspohdEtl
Eympathetically to thc SNPrs proposal's. '. . r'

.trn.almost teitbook. f,qshion, crojs-c1aes alIia:rices with fordes, exttaJleGirB
tor.and hcietile tor'thc labour movemerid (which can onlly have a eBat ive e pi.n-
off on thc - Iabo':.r movcment ts itruggles in dcfince'of it6 righte ard',Iiving
standards) is IJut forward as the mcthod of achievingi an ASsemUly. .)

. (.Ona tfre demantt.f6r a,ir Aescmtfy al.Sbi adts acrosB aivisidns i,sithin the.i Edot-tiBh
Iabour rnoveuent. ilhcreas iri thc eitish lbbor:r moveineat es a-ffioG-th€ teadetcy,
pa4ticulh,rly aftcr thc Gcneial Eleotioa dcbacle. ie now towteda. ateeter
polarieation between left aid rieht, tne demaird'for 'an 

Asoembly ffie tthe .

ge1:site 
le.taiiU. ,I alryig t?eoihei oF 1o{t aiidlrisht|erounl.'lPs ae""r,a.1

Ih€ i$ostil nleft-ui.:c19{r atrEumellt for .an: eeeo{r}\r. ia , that 1 wi1l- proyj.de a llpole



Scottish As sembly/2 :i ' . .. '' -. 
.l' :

ft iE.not as-if thore fliII bc any..shortage p!. rtpolcs of oppositianrt _to -the.
TorlieB attecks in thu pcriod ahca4;t " th,: closliro of CardoHan, the redunalancieg
in th,: shipyards on the Ciyder'the ieduntla^ncie c at the Eavenqiraig Steelworts t
th€ cut s in public epen&ing, thc Torios att,chs on tho entirc tiade union mov6-
ment;- itc., otb., rare,6fl jJuBf,. Bo'meny'rpoterltial .rlpoled:of 'oppsfiiiion$'

Ditller sociafists are . pllo to dovelop 'sirch pgteniiaf . 
po1,9s ilf op-,Y,96ition i'nto

real oncs. in which oade, the'neetl for fir Aeeombry wori:'d. ratl'by the wayside'
or tile lecders of the Scottish Labour Pa,rty 'and S"IUC would suocoed'in betr'ayine
ariit 'sabdtaetn6 suoh stmggles. . r'Ih ;{bich:Eare' it ie faip .to assuoe tlte.y could

adhlcv€ the sarne t hivi8 ,ix 
: rel.at,l cBx 'to . a,.'So@tti;sh Agscobly'." i; ' : : '. ' r' i .. I

'/tnd - vicr,ied in ttro ieJ uorfA ae;t11tr ltran,ttrat of a'bstract .spqculation - the.
argumcnt s for a.n issombly as some ki;d of defirtsive mechanish against the Tories
attacks is eq'.a1ly aprrioue. - Couacils

Labour-oontro!.Iett Begiqrel aaa 
-lnsorf ctifloJa po*rorro tl14t: tl$ oqualH'welr'

But, as thc paqt four p^rs shono, they donrf,. fnstedlr Siven the laik of'
acoountabiiity iir iX"t.iG-*ra taiio"ui lorurci-llors, thoy h1q, with only p?rt-lal
exceptions, simply administered the fori€b cutg.

would occrii nith a.scottish Asicmbly - unless ite Labour
o ba. denooratically trccoriniabte. .&it if the labour rnoircriront

"";;ii;h i;;t ae-g"p"'or Controlrover therrr, tlienr'by tlre
d also be able to nake Dlstriot'a.ird Regicnal Counclll'ors 

-
ncre. 

, 

a€ain, the need tol, " ":, tier of gorternmerlt troultl faII

Sfectly the same
nembers wore. made t
r a.nic. and file coul,d
sarie token, it woul
accountable. So, o
bi tho na,trtdide.

,, (uot'ttat Labor:r world necessarily ha?e i najority in a Scottloh A::9mPly

"nj.rry. OrIy one thiral-ofl, i.tg miinberp ruquld txi. Ld.loour 
- 
if dernocrat.ioally

etectea, i.e. on thL balis of pr oport ibnal repreeentation, antl the'Abue vottng
pattein cmeiged as at the 'Gencral Electioa. ) .

,

AnO th€ layclologr ar.rf, loli-bicq bbl"ind. thc gal.L for ?lrr Assombly f s ng*',onp of
, DreDarinr fa,. af1-qut iltiiu "iti, the Torios, bui onc of cuttin€ and rg4ni6.'il;;eff;;;-Ie;-;;;i;Li"e t 

"q,'puls', 
or Parliarncntarv obstruitiin to win

an Assembly - the satne fjr" *fto har.e done noth:ln* to 'obstruct the pas-t four Jrcars
oi ily :f uli"Iatiori. Toi 'do they il:af,e anyffiE-on of PalianrerrtarJt .cbat1uctio. n

to blod< another five yeats of Tory logielation.
Tho logic,tohi,nal €uch ar apnroecb is .not rrflgh

organise an.all-out fieht 
'iriit ih;-fo"ie"" b*t-"fi*ht for aa Assembly, to avoid

en allJout'fight with ther Toftes'!' ' '

(3na.tUc'sarnc applies to thc Shoftish trad€ union leoders' For fou] lrears they

havc done nothing to dr:fcnd thcir.nembers'r interest' Brt now thcir trofcsga'l
conoern for their .urt*= 

-ti"r";t" 
i; idvarrcod as the rcason for their srippoit

f or an Aseerpb1Y. ) ) I ''

uncnt s could' bc aavlncea for a'n 'tssembly' rcasbne of- ..' tlhirst marqr other argt 
;he dembrid for an assombry; if it

space only-a1low me one findi onalto be mad'e: t . Scotf.and.
has aay mcaring at aIIr i"--ft "t"ifty 

a {cyrnd for frrll indepen'to oo.fqr

AScottishlissenblycoultlprotoctl'thcpeogleofScatlantl'lonlyifit.hail
regisrativc pouers to.;H"id;;;; rusiuiutis" 'assed 

at '4e.tmindter' :1'ithln

the franework or tne miiis-q-;d;; trri"""o"ia oiviqr+s1y bc impossiSiei: f,ence'it

can only rtean firll :.ndolnnclcnce. . r. : .' '...j ;.,.'...

.r,.;Hhilst not loco. gnisin€ , tbe prcsent FTdgI: of the eristing capitalist states

. .ag inuiolalal,e, r ."-r,aof coo".i,o of Sco{rlnd "; ;;i"g e" "olpressetl. nationr (or

evcn a nation) t" *',, ;"H;;i"i,-l'r*"i"ttlo""o. 
-lloi io r slc **I+l* Iz.d€roseive

in being ,hi-ved off ; as the Scottii4 labour 
^mo:rcmgnt 

, ' from tlic ovcralll Fitlel(r
oig. orUi"t is an inevita[ie-coacorur:'tant qf'scottish inaeDcn6en@ ' --:''" - '

r{hi}st tho icrea of u;;i;d ;;;"".;;i +*""eh."t'Eitain, uith iocat assombries

blectea on the basis ";';;;;3itad,'I'opreeeatitisri, 
may a*'su.alrlv trarDr' 

'ome. 
rnerits'

the iso1ats6. 6omand for a= scottigh asserbry .pa.nderel4 o scotiistr nation*.!'1g[l ard iE

ii"-"-.i-a"ii""r;i; f";.; ""ii"+-ttl* a route to,. wo1"ki..8 class.st:.]rstsla aseinEt

inl.ttorf"". I ;"r'l'I -:;;'



I*tter on;t-he Scottish Assernblli ;'McVicar
. r . :' - . , ,. I . . . - , :I wAs. sumrised.that analy.sit pf : The following day the EIS, thethe gdneral electiort resultslin iast ' , bigg;;i }#r,iiE.[rmn ,in Scot_week?E'isme -made so titfle tfie, pqr*d. ;-fr.;ti;;.'r.ffid"i"';reference to the dislinclivg vgt.rng ttt-driariitfr;iani;? il.Gritiiipattem ;.in Scottand,and theiiiml 'Ata;f 

tilil, ;;;t surety. prove

:::Stl?l,), . f 
h e'.yot-e 

.r9,,, 
rl gpu, 

l " tt'"; a 
*T9.Htyii,itT.l 

; ffi ;;
held up better in scotland than .dmprys.t ,"rid$l;rihere,h-avesouth of the border. In scotland, g"1if"ity=H;*ffi;e sfiands ofLabour's *rare of the vote fell 6f; ,;p-:rotor. 

"" * i*r"mUty, thosewhereas in Britain as.'a rrtoi"'ii . ;i" r,,'r;a ii.#ilifr itinprrnciplefell l0zo, jsisnifving that thi iaii and campqign-ed for it; those whoin .S{rotland was lesl than what:ii*"' *rtr,-Jr tri"torari. -, - -: '" f#T*." ffiJrrT,JIe; 
and thosi

ffrisls ".t u .urr for compla- with it if O,ui ,, ,#U*firl #?ilggency,rp..Scotland; but ii.iii ii"_ ,tor {irricrr m;il'b6- p_racio in tie ,fii[:fi,'l3f,*rt#;S"itl*
overalt eontext or:73% o] ui" ..;1iio,Ji!v ii,lT tfiJ o"mand nowscottistr'electorate loting f* r;; , ,.r,"fr- fr'"t-i.giJJ or support..ties,:orher'thdn the roiieE.---' '-:' ' -iqrrfifi.;_flfie 

question forIn a situhtion q19I? au of rh,e 1.9,;r$;liii:ffiI,fiila variety is

.i&ti,"T' f;li*f;fl*llriti le' 
*r'itrrli b;i ri& t!t;id:

rffi4H$#t#iiil{ffiTHi:}lr-rii-ry]ffi ]H*
election period .oura-i"ii,-i ,rfii :' ,1:t^o,,T-L'rtv alliance, but want

if6ii{ffitg;l'.. ,irrr x+diia#ffiq*:i#j
*ff*$,r',;,;i#+i*j ffffi1g'$T:#tffi*{l
,ff!H*"fi"t'* Flfi#fl# ;.it;;,ii*"n*u,age them to
ine the oni;-6;i. tr,ui'ririr"a ,;li',ifif".rTn"j 

r$io,o^ ot U;
anv enthusiasrn was .F;-:Ed; IJI t,$r"+urv i"-tf, 8ffifffiI
ffi i^l:,,:!##i:' tl H,*:,U, lii,:Ti:;'r,'# "# 

L#,"ti," rreht.
an A::emblV as i sptngboard for : . jsocialistpolicies. : .. ,\

- 
l\.i-ll,':' 

,. -]



SOCIALISIS FOR AII ASSXUBLY br Phil 0rlt'iea, relEinted flom Stratholyde Labour
hiefi Ylg.

John Marton I s stirrin€ call for both Bocialism €rnd a Scottish assembly was
one of the few bright Epots in the Ke1vin lial I in the early mornin6 of Jrrne 10th.
The day aft er tho olection, tho Scottish teachers I t8ionr the E.I .S.r wer-
rhelmingly callctl for an Assembly with fiscal powerEr not for any nationali st
reasonr but as one wa.y to tlofond and maintain public oAucation in Scotland.

. .The Soottish niners oalled at their anruel conference fot tho egtabliglunent
of a Scottish Aseemb\r, ae aa eaaeDtial etep ltl the Labour Partyrs fightback
against Tory poiicies. McGahey, though, follued the CP line of calling for

. support for an all-party canpaign.

Xarly atatcments fbom lebour ttrPs aroused nnrch erpectation. The Labour Cam--

pdign for an Assembly createtl the imlneseion during the iloction that Labour
rould actual\r tlo something. Robin Cookrs iirstant early mortring conversion to
ied.eraliem, ttrrea-t E of pariiamontary disruptionr fiet'lr flortlE from Goralon &.ovD

- all these for a ta'i.ef moment mieletl nnaJr iuto thinkj.ng that we mi8ht g€t som€

loadership from our Iabour leadere.

But Ehould we have lcro*n better? $rrup was soon bcing sproad. Disruptioa???
.[ot for paxlianentary gents! Actibn???? Not yct. Insteadr Buce Millanr the

- 
perfoct cure for insorulia, waE to na-kc it clcar to all and suntlry that Labouf r s

6onuritmont on d.evoluticl:lt still, stood. Gleat r i{e aI} lgtor.'I what that means,

tlOnrt we? Clies, grumbles, moanB, accusationg of urofariaess ... .L'rd thc oon-
olusion - l'Iait paBsively for the nert election. Or do I{e meatrl the elcction
aft or that ...

/t.scottish Assembly may not have ftgured promincntly in the clection. But it
waE the subt errirlea.n issue - scotld.ndI s secret Fanifesto. lctivists t{e!o al{are

thet when gp won, a kcy question xas: woulal the scottish Labour Party mobilise
an offecti, .:issombly Caarpaign? -[n /issemblyl not for sorne bqgue nationalism'
but .as a focus for -the 

"it"ricfo 
for iobsr for an econoqy that is not iuEt a

plaJrsround. for mult inat i onal; and touristsl for defentting and extenallng

aemoccacy, for protecting- irru "uux, 
for civil inertics, anil for a step. t orarcls

Eocia,ism. Such a carnpalgn rvor-':1d. have to lin-k up with the on*oing fight
;;i;;t "iot*"", 

ro" ffil against loca1 goverrunent suts' and for riomenlg

fights: not diluto the stru881o.

It is too fgcile to argue that because l2/' of t'be Scottish electorate voted

a€ainst tho Tories; trr"t'inev wiU then figit- for an Aesemb\r' The truth is

. that for nryrJr r part i ou;*1;-;t"k;; t ihe l'sEemblv ie a 5rar'rn' To get support 
'

ayr Asse4bly has to bc shovm to natter'

Po1itical1y, it alces matter' For the issue of a'n Asesmbly with fieoa] po orB

hag ncw changed. fto ."iipr"-of-tie sNP ruith. just 11.?',:X of-tho Y:t:-*d "
sta€gering 53 ]ost d"p;;i;;-r" a clear reicctiin of nationalism aB arl idcolqcll'

. Their comiraign for a s;;;;iJ-";""ioir of ihatchcrra rRule Btita'nniar arousetl

ai"i"""t.- Siotlantl is not 'an oppr€see'I aation'

. The collapse of ths S{P should' remove one of Labour I s feare aboui 'the 
result

of an active crnpaie" i"i ;-;"""ttry' The Aeseob\r is now botb e d€nocra'tic'

a.n. a socialiet a..anai"'nfr"ii"tiol" t .r"se the mcloritv want li t ""1 
bQcauso

it1 this period whou absolutiBt queenEl are again on ihe rgenda, it could help

defend and extena aemoil;;;-i;;ii: sociarlet' bucaus: thc- onlv srsup that can

caary through , ""rrl '''i*Ii-'a^ "iti 
Jrr *' assernbivt is thc labcur. rcrleTant: antl

the tabor:r movement r,oil onty tto Eo if tne rs=eiily is secn to have a sqciarist

role.
Thc Scottish Labour I{Ps arc right at this s''3ae not to support' arl all-paaty

canpaign. To Dletcnal that Scottisfr Tories arc iood Scots' or.ttrat !h1 S{P ars

other than a.nt i_sociali;t 
-"iti"i"ri"t 

s I or that th" lllliancc is note than a con

to divide the l{orking c1ass, woulcl be to sot'.ihe seeds of confusion' funrembor

the oonfueion ".o""a "i-iiil""oi'e 
by I{ilne r s an'I IrnIIan I B endorse!0ent of

You.nger and lli Ila.n as good Scots'



Sociatists for an Jlssemb\rf
tactical alliances may be feasible later: but filst we nnrst have a labol!

canpaign solially rooted in the l-abour crganiEations. Eaving raised tl3 issue,
the Scottish Iabour Party wi}l be seon as an ineffectin€ poodlg if it now backg
down orrer the As6embly. vI€ mrst theefore make the la.bour Carnpaign for a
Scottisb -Assenbly effeotive in ever.y loaal Elkplaoe anal aupermarkot. Is lt
only t.!e Tories of this weld wbo have.oou!a€e, bold.aees anal r€Eolution?

Hhat then should re do?

* Pass resolutiong in your Consituuencnr anal tlade union in Bupport of the
Labou Gupeign for an Assemb\r. Step uD tho d,abate in tho tabcr:r Perty, and
aafl for a Bpecial meeting to di ecuBe this is6ue eIone.

It is not gootl cnough that the 42 labor:r tdPs shouLd tliecuss the iaqre
among themeelvoE, aJlal with a few trade ulion. bureatorate. That waE the ray
in the past. It wlll not tlo rtow.

* Form brranche g of the Labour Caarpaign for a Scottish Assemb$ in every tolln in
Scotland, with leafletE, posters, a.nd plaae for local deno[strationa.
* Secute the support of the Labour novement in Br6land. The struggle of the
Labour Left in the GLC anal Sheffielal for greater Locat contr.ol cver their areas,
vith sufficient eccnomic power to affect their outr destinies, is part of the
ge:teral Siruggtrg against the hitish absoluti.st State.

tIe nrugt fielcome anal Eupport the initiative taken \r Glasgow ilietrict Council
to have a lrK campaiga. to gtop further erosion of local democracy.

If lre aie serious, theu we mrE! faoe the pr'ospjot of rJithdrawtE€ MPs ftom
l,Iestfrinster to establieh'a Constituent Assembly.

REFORT OF mII{BIIRGI--GLASGO{ AccnmAm 12.6.83 ( Casey)

At tb€ a€gregate t oda5r, the questi@ of a Scottish Aesemb\r was aliscussed, whicb
now (ln tty opinion, unf,ortunately) is a r+e;or theme il the labour sroveoeat iu
Scot land. I{e a€re6d to3

1. aalc for tlisoussiou ofl it to be opeaeil up in th€ paper.*
':" 2. ael( for NC to tleoid.e offioial IIne oD it. Ihe majotnity deoieion at tbe

a€gregate was alor€ the follogring li-aes: when the denrand for an Assemb\r is
ral,Eeal, we argue/move amontlrnent s along the follor+lng 1inee:
- delete referenoe to Assemb\r, replaoe it b;r dema.nd. fe clevoLution throughout
hitaln,
- eleotiotrd to looal aeEembliee to be on baeie of proportional repreeentation,
- support fgl l,pq oa.rryilg out carnpai8r. of parlianeatary ob6tluotiolr for assenbly,
but ttema.nd. tbat obetruotlon be ertendeil againEt all 1b:y legielatioa,
- fdr labor:r novement oanpaign oa\r for aeeeublies - no qrogs party allianoee,
- supporl 19, ."+1"9 workin6 olasB struggle against Toriee tbror:ghout hitain,
- support far uniteal struggle W left against right in hitish rabour movemeni
ag a rrhol-€,
- all Labour members of Aseerabriee to be fulry aooountabre to rabour movenent r

llhree were for this, tso and one oanilialate monber against the first poiat.
fhe majorityre att itude wae: the Assemb\r i6 a goott thing in itgelf, you just
have to be carefirl abort hors you argue for it. lh" ^in.rity 

r s attitud-e was: the
Aseemb\r is not muob u!,e, so wby kick up a hoo-hah about one. The a€gregate wae
badly atteaded.

* The EC 18.5.83 Aecitteil to have intelnal alisoussi on first.
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oqtobc 3-? - tP *a1c. Ie rhortil olcc\y !a&r e Erjor effet ioc, uoundttc oH.our ir&*. sDd. !,a:haps "f* o*fr or3oi !i.l€ rcrbhac hea*ce. 
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Matt€(s arisirg &om finance report

For financial and ajso for Dolirical reasons I would argue for:a) Allocating a full+imer to tesaler; - cEculation menagsr, to do a driye on paper and pampllet
b) AllocatirU haff a fulltimer t,clAnocatininarrri,l-J-"T.lfr ffi :'fffiioandtund-raisins;d) Changing printers. .


