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To the E.C.

Dear Comrades,
I aa declaring s faction for the following rsapone:

1) A procese of voliticel discussionr has been completed up to the
second conference which revealed sharp differences on sll major aspects
af orientatior aa Britain Including the L.P,, trade umions, women and
youth, The September special cunference establighed equally sharp
differences con imperialism, which clearly iuply differences on imter-
national questions not yet discusased by ccnflerence, such as Irsland
and the Middle Rast,

2) How the discussiom has bean comploted, the interpal situation of
the movement, walech has beea wholly factional for some time, should be
recogniscd as such,

3} Comrades Carolan, Hill and K{nnsll, who now control the majority
leadershlp of the organisation, have a hardened factiomal approach teo
thoze now ir ths minority., This 1o eweamplified in IB 35, IB 58, their
voting in relatiom to the Jlasgow resolution which csalled for the
leaders of the I,T. at the counference to be expelled, and the far-reaching
Party Building document which they attempried to g2t om the sgenda
without prior discussion. Amonget cther things, this document appears
- designed to outline the way the pew Bajority leadership will take

control of the erganisation over coming months, Thie situation cannot
he countered other than im 2a organised way. -

4} The political basis of the Faction is IB 48, IB 34, Huant'rs youth
document and the documents we presented for voting in the September
special confeorenca,

5) The Faction rejects any idea of splitting from the WSL. We will
work to build the WSL amd at the same tims fight for our politiecal
positions. From this poisdt of view we condemn the metions of the RWL
and LOR in the TILC conferencs, particularly theilr declared aim of -

aspligting the WSL and their resclution o2 he internal situation in the
WSLe

Comrades are invited to join the faction. Some have already done
S0 emd I will submit a'liet ahortly, : :

Smith
2F-4-83.



AMATTERS ARISIHG.eee’

Comrades _ Threé points afising from the conference have come to mind
which i feel need *c be raised in order to (hopefully) clarify certain issues
which for m= at least seemed problematic and troublesdme.l claim no certain
or finished soluticns to these but intend in this short contribution to pernaps
go a little way in beginning a discussion.
Point 1 _ Firstly, the issue of positive discriminétion raised vocaily
and so frequently by certain comrades preceding debates.weli,what do we menn
by this notion? What does it entail,and what for us are the logical consecucnces
of such an interpretation? - |

Driefly, for me positive discrimination is a structural device
to aid specificallf oppressed groups within society enabling them to have access
to rights, not reflected directly by their changing numerical size in an
organisation, but proportional to their size within éociety as a whole.Howevcr,
there is more to it than just simply thateImplicit in and éasential to this
concept is the recognition of differing forms of material and ideological
oppression that these groups face, and &6 thus is also a device to help them
build confidence in combatting their oppression, and in making an organisation
more habitable for them - i.e. making all members awarsc of this specific
opression in order to help them in realising the nature and importance of it
and so consequently the need to challenge it. |

Now before applying this definition we have to recognise firstly
the distinction bet#een minority groups and speciically opressed groups;
secondly, the differences between various forms of oppression;j and thirdl:y,
whether where we agree with the usefulness of positive discrimination should it
be applied universally i.e. to all organisations”

-

My view is that positive discrimination is not fundamentally
a device for minority groﬁps(if this were so logically this would ledd to the
ridiculous notion of any arbitary nominative term being used to classify suen

minoritiescand thus the receipt of positive discrimination) but for socially

specifically oppressed groups = whether these be minorities or note



2%

Now groups that suffer specific oppression are many, for exaﬁp
women,. lesbians, gays, blacks, youth, disabled, etc. yet the oppression faccd-
as 1 am sure all comrades would agree - is different in each case.This beinz =0,
do we then apply positive discrimination for all of these, and within a revoluti
onary ‘organisation?

'T would argue that whilst we do support positive discriminatiosn
generally for the above, we do not for all the above within our own organisation.
Positive discrimination within our own organisation - a revolutionary marxist
Leninist group - should be applied only for womén.Now before some comrades
possibly start accussing me of racism etec. let me explain further.

I believe that sexism flowing from women's bppression is the
cldest and most deeply ingrained snecific ideological oppression, and that all
men - whether revolutionary or not ~ oppress womene.Revolutionary men are, or

should be, more aware of and thus more able to combat their sexism, yet until

the material base of this ideology is completely destroyed i,e. the family

and private property, on a world scale by socialist revolution then i thinlk that
the inflgence éf our patriarcho-capitalist sccial relations and thus our &wa
experience of socialisation cannot entirely be overcone, since there still
exists for male comrades (despite strenuouos personal struggle) the material and
ideological benefits of the oppression of women in society at large,

On the other hand , black people bear an entirely different
Oppression, arising from very different material premises.Racism as an ideology
can be more effectively combatted and overcome by comrades since there is no
behefit from the material basis of this which can sustain orpression for us as
class conscious's.. revolutionaries.I feel that in our own organisation black
comrades are not racially oppressed by other comrades » Since racism is.a
fundamentally different problem to sexism.Likewise for other specificaily
Oppressed groups.

However this does not mean to say that we do not apply
preferential speaking rights at particular times when for instancé for black

comrades when discussing anti-racist work, or for youth comrades when discussing
youth work, or industrial worker comrades when discussing industrial persnectives
etc. The difference here being that the occasiocn dictates this, and not a groun

that we perceive to be oppressed in and by society always automatically having

such a right at all times within our organisation.



In other words i believe that the use of positive discrimination
by and for revolutionaries is only meaningfml when applied scientifically where
neccessity regquires i.e. in the case of women,but should not be misapplied s>
as to become the norm for all other groups of specifically oppressed comrades -

such a use would in effect te the renunciation of the strict application

of marxist theory for bourgeois notions of apparent fairness and liberalism,

Point 2 _ During the debate orn the M.P. reasons were given by some

comrades to juvstify or account for cur toctic/strategy of entryism - reasons
seemingly ~ucepted by the conference whichever M.P. documént supported. : ;
Namely to be in a milieu where there is a noticably developed, or developing,
or poteantially developinghleft-wing current which we can work with or alongside ,
organise, and recruit indiﬁidually or in small numbers i.e. the conception of
party building (in the numerical sense) being our prime notive force,

Well comrades, for me the above is important but it is not
8ll, or in fact for that matter the main reason why we are in the M.P. Vhat is
missing from the above is what the major task of revolutionaries is - to change
consciousness i.e. to transform present working class consciousness to revolutionary
consciousness.low do we go about that in Britain in the 1980'55

Today we are faced with a ZXabour movement and working class
historically besotted by she twin obstacles of reformism and Stalinism.We have
to combat this.Certainly i think we do not, in fact cannot, change the conscioasness
of the working class purely by propaganda measures i.e. simply preaching bo them
(an often repeated act of Young Hegelian jdealism).Some comrades will say the
answer lies in Lenin's "What is to be done’ - revolutionaries being involved
in worker's struggles at the point of production trying to politically develop
strengthen, and generalise such struggles on a class wide basis via the use of

transitional demands.Well yes, but i do not think unfortunately that this =zlone

is sufficient, although obviously necessarjy.



This century has seen the development and consolidation of
a strong bourgeois political party orientated towards the working class with its
notions on the one hand of national interest and solidarity(instead of class),
gradual betterment of living standards and of production carried out under wore
"humane!" control(instead of the abolition of the wage-labour system), and of a
professisnal bureancratically run welfare and education system(instead of one
based upon working class self-activity and organisation); and on the otherhand
its practises of compromise and class ccllaberation.In other words reformisn
on a society wide scale.This e see expressed in the material embodiment af the
social demoucracy of the M.P.

In order to best challenge this reformism wec have to atkack
its material base.We best do that by being in the M.P. not to transform it into
something different -~ into a revolutionary party - because i do not believe that
is possible, but to undermine it and.eventually destroy its hold on the working
class.In that way, and that way alone, can we best hope to change working class
consciousness on a mass scale.llore concretely we go about this by sharpening and
exploiting the inherent contradictions of the M.P. in such ways fof instance
of fighting for party democracy and accountability, by challenging aﬁd exposing
the careerists and leadership, and showing up the bankruptey of its politics
by taking the M.P. out to community and industrial struggles etc. And of mourse
sinee there is a close inter-relationship (organic link) and similar bureaucratic

Procedures and methodology to the trade unions this can but only aid our strugzle
in the rest of the labour movement.In other words as has been stressed in previcus

debates we do labour movement work in our task of raising working class consciocusness
So lets move away from the notion of temporary entry into a
social~democratic party simply to recruit members to our organisation - asadvocated

by Trotsky in the 1930's = to a more all round and sophisticated view of tackling

a generalised and entrenched reformisnm.

Point 3 = Finally i want to take up the comments of some comrades cencerning
working class youth, in particular black youth, having no illusions in the [.P. =

conrades, have we %We wouldn't be in the League if we had.



What we do in relating to youth, as revolutionaries and as members
of the M.P., is to use the resources it provides but te give them our solutions,
our politics, in answering their crisis(not those of the M.P.'s) - and through
contact with them we can patiently show and explaiqrour method of work and our
aims i.e. why we as revolutionaries are in the M.P. and the reasons why they
as working class youth at the sharp end of rightward moving capitalist anti-
working class measures to overcome their slump, should be in there as weitl.

We do not say join the M.P.(or jits youth section) and your
problems are solved, but we consistently through our involwement with then
begin that process of bringing them closer to us, and thus to our method of

work in and out of the M.Pe.

To conclude i would like to make clear the implicit intention
of this contribution which is more than just simply being the above mentianed
% points. I feel that it is vitally important and necessary for internal bulletins
to promote and reflect a healthy and active internal party 1ife.Since fusion
we have had lengthy periods of no party wide discussion, then a sudden flood
of pre—confe}ence I.B.'s containing material produced by a small number of
comrades of a generally theoretical(and not so theoretical) polemical naturc.
Perhaps now is a good time to introduce a change, and 1 would

invite comrades especially those who had no opportunity to speak at confarence

to beghn this developement.

ELVIS (Coventry 17,/04/83 )

*+* Tiye noticed a number of inadequecies in the points above whilst typing

this out - but what is here is the contribution i would ppobably made

if i had spoken i.e. first responsese



i
s alect

© of the pony. The NEC hove played o consciously aynical note

hq; hcgun. ﬁm ex,, ;.Juor of rha five
demomzrﬂs the contamp? of the NEC boih for the damocretic right

8 qga -:Uhee eleg+ion cmnpu:;n, rsa.!hing MQM Ac’a*y. R g

2 i

- Tabciy ii fucid afuﬂ acairﬁr. boab
paliertyle smoor compaign from the
i ¢ mﬁw and theeolitic of bomosition .
- odnt ad on onti-gay Bigotry.. Tae. .
bt andldcie fought o caurageaus
o udcompfemisiogemmpaign only to
b siabbed inthe back by his "ovn®
party leaderships on the éve of poll,
A mare crimingl noie could not have
iw:n;!md by the lecdarship if the
NEC ﬁod cd‘!ﬁs‘l‘pd of o :uf‘of c:‘omd

@rmtz is aqexwmm@gn L}; any
. giriarch of tha iaaginetlen, e ds
vety much @ lefi refovivist rendisale

e intie miore thon CND type o
*ispamseful dentasanid liLeral protest

. wetisns, And nelther are Militan®
g evolutionary " ergonlschian, dos
> yi' the falrystale medla evitiples o~
" cuslng them of wanting t6 evetibray

~copitalism hy!m. A uule!: glance
, ﬁmi: pomphiet "What.

‘,:Fa; gnveals ama-ufni rstomist p
% sieragy in whizh the romfermation
cicepnralim would ke “caried thre~

Pullmniﬁn«:w of o :t- _

% dﬁﬁtg &H"? 33)& caaii ¥

SE ‘3}?1' R BRI

ﬂqf’ Qoxmea wuch ﬁimmhzid&
22 might be sceptigal mbeut the obillly
< elther "Milltent® ¢¢ Petor Tetehall
4o rovids the ascesmy palitical

] !_mmﬁqua{meh

m‘ma. T

L

ot hel muddled gpaition o the

' %&wm Portys it In juid @5 drue, -
: -r!g":! wing acts fo de:tciallﬁe the My

Wmm for coﬁm!hng the
Ing class, n‘mu!d #he bosses nnd
g ﬂama%tmtw to Thaicher, In
the prosent erisls fhis Ts daubiy p-ah-
WJ mtkai for thm bosseis, ... . . .

a?*’!a-mm-pa{%mm:ywnwy‘ he

imaes ond thel agsuis in e Imms- :

Ert erdar ‘\‘é miwe hs dnc!mhg per-
itton of heliish capitallen with respact
te Jopan, Weet Germeny ond the
USA, @ new redistribution of the
semi colonial world batwson the law

" perinllst powers Is necosscry. This

:m#goh@d_hhmdw{mﬂnw-

turn.of tha noilonclissd proparty re=

Iablons ond the raintraduction of cae~
itallan In the Eastern Dlock = henea
the cold awr offemive, the no loar
wms rocs, ond the é'if% towads @
thirg, and finel nuelse world wer,
The gowih of the CTHD ~ influenced-
lefr within the party, again mokes
the ruling cics impczy obout the vsew
fulnass of Labatr in office o o stable

- instrument. ei ﬂ@‘sﬁﬁm.

The wircbiwn# hdﬂs;@‘:&d ta curb
the left in crder fo te~impose “stabll~
ity in the party 0 that It con cary
mitsfmﬁmumkwmma{
l,ngmguconmi and war on the
work.m;ciaxa. The danger in the
wiich hunt is thot the left organiso-
tions will chooms to sbandon the polw

- lcies neaded for the defence of tha

working ciass In order ¢ evold g
nuitlon, indtecd of siepping up the
attozk on the pro-ingeralist, pros
Mata witsh hondsis in the Purty Leo-
desship ond their Mieft cover® (349,
Seon’s s.avaiir x«a@cﬁ gt the confer~
m,. 7 g3

Homr, tho c‘mger of e !eur "o,
cen only he combetied Intornotionsi-
Hys Mora then ever befove, the inters
-nattenul werking cloes pead: oo Intere
“meticact gerly wih o comaon Intor-
netione! demccric procne ol @
common Internatlonal discipite,

~ that b Is necessary fo oo livaly

combol veg diswy verld luperichion
ond Stoliniam, bofors they desiony
us, Thadmﬁ‘h‘x*&mmw
vart us from doing the wu-t'mw o
achieve this goal now,

R Y HET & adﬁqr!n% bomd ma‘ubm on !‘5@ sve of ﬁn Bbmy by‘-
¢ of “Millitant® and ‘For the eleciorsl
in amminq! 8 defe ot OF T&chﬁ‘ﬂ ii mfoﬂ to ;ﬁo—

groups wore preparsd

T

P ]

) emt ol s i
of the itoms on the witch husters® -
wg!m“cmﬁnwm

to renouve off-
infernational dinks fnfavorrof the
Mﬂdm&:l&m ‘Miea-
o ‘This shan Iniernctional® that'
!'a eoiicpud of avery cavious test .
sincw the Flrst World Wer, is mevely ¢
front for organiead chauwism, Trote.
sys Flght for the comiruction of @
grouing international party = the Fouwr
th internatione! = should be the Fight
of all Labeur ariivists, if they are fo
Leve any chancs of defenting world
imgaraiism's cold war drive, @dk
aveld the. !':nmbem dup!ictiy l&d

Prter Totchell hos experfunced o u the.

hands of Her Ninferties foyal opposie

tion of pro=imperialist floakiess #\w
mf’mdmmﬁn:hamafm
 aotioherieg inke iﬂﬁ
marsly becoun we considas 1t the:,

- mmwwmmm

soliticel rops to hang thamselves in
the cjm of rhoes workers wits sl

nmmmmmw
raefhhp h&. 5

Chrls Faw!!



DOCUMENTS FROM TILC 21—24.4.83_
1. Morrow resolution at EC 23,4.83

The Executive recognises that the position of the majority leadership of

the WSL is for a split in the TILC and the WSL as demonstrated by IB35 and their
voting at the WSL Conference on the question of the expulsion of the I.F.

This position is entirely consistent with their view of the LOR; RWL,
TAF and the I.F. and others as hopeless sectarians.

We recognise that the position of the LOR is equally consistent with their
characterisation of the WSL majority as centrist.

Faced with this irreconcilible division the WSL recognises that the logic
of both positions is aplit in TILC and WSL.

Rejected by 1 vote (Morrow) to 9

2. WSL Declaration to TILC 24.4.83

The WSL Executive Committee registers before this meeting of TILC the strongest
possible condemnation of the statements by both the LOR and RWL delegations of
theirorganisation's avowed intention to split our organisation -~ subsiituting
organisational measures for political debate.

We cite in this regard cde. Franco's statement on Friday that

"We are here today in order to accelerate if possible the split in the WSL".

This was followed by Cde. Leland's statement that o

"I appreciate the frank statement from Franco, which we support".

Later in the same discussion Franco pointed out that

"We have not wanted to split the WSL since July. The position was adopted
at a CC of our organisation in January and a national assembly in February,
where it was approved unamimously".

Leland in turn amplified the RWL stance, xdeclaring

"After assessing toe positions of the Carolan wing as right centrlst
revisionist and national Trotskyist, and secn the ponsitions of that wing
prevail decisively in 2 conferences and elections to the leadership, how light-
minded would it be not to be thinking of spllttlng the WSL and TILC from these
positions polltlcally.

"We do not propose administrotive measures to elminate individual comrades:
but to the extent that these views prevail it would be ridiculous not to see
that the positions we ohject to and the comrades who hold them are inseparable".

Such statements of intent to split a fraternal organisation in a common
international grouping, mede in the course of debate - albeit in calculated and
deliberate fashion, might scem simply as a provocation. But the fact that they
reflect - at lecast in the case of the LOR - the considered view of whole
organisations shows that what is involved herc is rather a symptom of the
profound sectarian degeneration of forces within TILC.

We would point out that the split perspective outlined here takes place
without the comrades making any attempt to prove that normal political discussion
on a national and imternational level is impossible with the WSL. There have
been no barriers to such discussion. The attitude of the LOR and RWL tothe
healthy democratic centralist WSL stands in st -rk contrast to the struggle some
of us waged against Healyite sectarianism in the WRP. Then - against a party
apparatus and regime ruthlessly crushing the slightest sign of political debate,
we insisted upon exhausting every possibility to argue our positions - and for -
the recorientation of the party as a whole: our factional struggle was halted
only by our bureaucratic expulsion. Now, with no restrictions at all upon the
free flow of debate within the WSL and within TILC, it is the LOR and RWL who
make the bureaucratic call - for an organisational split. And there is a
double standard involved for while the LOR seeks tactically to fuse into &
common Trotskyist organisation in Italy with the Mandelites - within which they
will be a minority proportionately smaller than the British IF - they advise any
co-thinkers they may have in Britain to split an existing Trotskyist organisation
and become a splinter group.
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TILC documents/2
3. RWL/LOR/TAF resolution to TILC 24.4.83

1. We urge the current minority in the WSL which, at the April 1983 WSL
National Conference, put forward the positicns of F¥p ., MP
‘policy in Internal Bulletin 48, and thc positions on work among women
in IB 34 to form a faction to fight against the right-centrist and

o revisionist tendency led by comrade Carolan.

2. Uec urge this ncw faction to work together with the Internationalist Faction
already formed in the WSL to wage a united theoretical and political struggle
against the right-wing centrism and revisionism in the WSL.

3. The RWL/US, LOR/Italy and TAF/Denmark promise to provide their full support
to such a factional struggle in the WSL.

. 4. Before the democratic-centralist transformation of TILC in autumn 1983,

g the RWL, LOR and TAF will systematically raise for discussion within TILC

a series of issues, related to this theoretical and political struggle and
~urge the factions in the USL to take part in the necessary debate around
.~-these issues, including: : ‘
1. +the economic crisis * The cortinuation of this reésoluticn was
2. Turky. cmitted by error in the typing and will be
found on page 4 of these documents
4. WSL declaration to TILC 24.4.83

The TILC mecting has voted:

a) to give a vote to two Chilean comrades who do not represent a
functioning group;

b) +to deny a proxy vote to the Australian section, which is an established
and functioning group. _ '

Over and above the technicalities, what is involved here is an organisational
continuation of the political intention expressed by the LOR and RWL to carry
out a sectarian hi-jacking of TILC and to try to promote a split in the WSL.

The WSL declares that it recognises no validity to the subsequent votus of

--;;,thls meeting.

i "Internationalist Faction" statcment to TILC, 24.4.83

Gomradcs, ,

At. the December TILC Confersnce an International Tendency was establlshed in
TILC which inciuded in its aims a clear commitment to 'fight the revisionsim
in the WSL'.

The Internationalist Tendency (now Faction) was established on precisely
that basis. During thc pass three months, despite a campaign of slander and
intimidation against us culminating in a series of concocted disciplinary
charges agiinst us individually and collectively, we have fought to combat the
rcevisionist trend in WSL and to re-cricentate the Leaguc to a clecar, con51stcnt
revolutlonary class perspective.

5 At the time of the December TILC Conference the revisionsim and political
_crisis of the WSL was apparent (not least in the positions of the Matgamna
_.leadership on Imperialism, Parmanent Revolution, Ireland, Stalinism and 3001a1
. Democracy) but this had not been codified into a set of oponlJ revisionist -
perspectives for the organisation.

At our National Confercnce last weckend, however, the political degeneration
of the WUSL reachcd a new cualitative level in the adpption of a scerics of
political perspectives for the organisation based on the rov151onlst 11qu1—.
dationist politics of the Matgamna leaderhsip.

T The WSL has now definit:ly abandoncd its revolutionary orientation to the
working class on the basis of a struggle for lcadership in the class around the
fight for transitional dcmands. In its place is substituted a centrist,



liquidationist coursc of adaptation to left roformism and petty bourgcois
feminisme The . bankrupt majority leadership of thc WSL has, therefore,
politically forcfeited its right to speak for Trotskyism in Britain. To allow
the open, ¢xplicit rovisionism of the WSL to continuz t6 disuupt and ultimatcly
drown TILC in its poditical crisis would bc an act of folly. The WSL lcadership
has aircady given noticc of its factional, disruptive intentions by its
attempt to cobble up its own pscudo 'intcrnational'! faction on thc politics

of the Matgamna WSL lcadcrship.

When TILC was formed in 1979 it was committed to the strugglc to rcconstruct
the Trotskyist Fourth International on the basis of a conscious fight against
the rcovisionism which had - fragmented and programmatically disarmcd the
World . Trotskyist Movement. That fight against revisionism is now a lifc or
dcath strugglc for the TILC itsclf, since its . .majority scction has
capitulated to thc revisionism of Matgamna, who now infects th very heart of
TILC in the WSL based TILC Sccretariat.

We urge the dclegations prescnt at this TILC Confercnce to repudiate the
openly revisionist politics of the WSL lcadership, ssystcmatically prosccute
the fight against this revisionism, and drive all tracc of rcvisionism from the
TTLC Scerctariat by rcplacing those who have abandoned Trotskyism or are
incapable of defending it with comradcs who arc committed to the building and
dcvclopment of TILC on the basis of consistent Trotskyism.

Only on this basis can the TILC survive the political crisis and dcgencration
of its British scction. Only on the basis of a clear, rukhless principled
fight against the revisionism in our midst can the TILC emerge, politically
steengthened to continuc and develop its struggle for the reconstruction of the
F.I.

6. WSL declaration to TILC after vote on RWL/LOR/TAF rcsolution (above) 24.4.83

The resolution just voted on is one that is clearly out®mide thc terms of
reference of TILC as a framework of fraternal and serious discussion between
Trotskyist organisations. The WSL thereforc no longer recognises the prcsen?
assembly as a moceting of TILC. We will continuce to organise TILC on the basis
of fraternal and scrious discussion as it was ,originally cstablishcde



RW1~LOR~TAF resolution (document 3) continued

6,

3e¢ The Malvinas war
4. Ireland

5e Palestine

6. Poland

T+ Work among women
8. The Labour Party

It is the view of the RWL, LOR and TAF that such a theorctical and political
struggle can end only with a viotory for orthodnx Trotskyism by winaing the
majority or with a split in TTLC.

We urge the leadership of the ourrent minority in the WSL, basing itself on
IBs 34 and 48, %o form a bloc with the Internationalist Faction to stand
united to defend themselves against any disciplinary measures taken against
members of either group by the current majority, in particular expulsions.
If any comrade from either group is expelled by the majority, both factions
should respond with united action.
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elogaison read out the fcliowing dsclamation:
;%mmmmkmﬁﬁnmm&t&mtemﬁfmfma!mﬂutm
work ol Freterne! wnd serfous dlsevssion betwoen Trowhyist orgmdsatioe. Yhe WEL thereforc no
Jongar recossines the presant essetably 38 a-meetiag of THLC, Wuﬂmw_mm&mm

- the basis of fraternel and seclows discvesion se it wet otiginally establisbed™, =

Carslan explainoed what the WEL's sititude meant snd did not mann:

] cmm@sh%?hmmwﬁngmmmt&ﬂﬁhammwmofm
We do not rseopnise these procadurer, Yaahawﬁw ihe mesdng, and &mmzdtmﬁm peoceed-
L lngs ol sod vodd”. .

Gebsgtion then lefi, takiag the nmm‘uwimmm deepite pmmu md éemaa&l ﬂm mm&tmm
eriy of thees whe semeioed. We ssfd: :
j%momm@a%ﬂﬂmm %winméywawpy :
Tops propts were ohe colipfustion of four days of wrangling and manoeuvring which demoenstrated beyond
Bt thet TILC was irevocabiy split. Thoy brovght to an end the chapter in the histacy sx‘rll.(‘wlﬁntapm
f it te edhosicn of the RWL-USA tn mde-1981.

%gmﬁ%ah&wﬁ%&mﬁ%wnﬂmeﬁcﬁywhntmﬁtsm,nwmewwmhkmin
ehie BFA tad Austrais. They will be deciding whether to eadorso what the 5C and the dolegstion decided, sud
i sipe we will take i salvage end doveiop our invernstions! work.

s sitwation now & e we have not walked out of TILC. Ws:a%uhﬁmmt&m&mﬂw
_ tipiciniad bloe of seetadans who we — avowedly - hmdtagwmfmmwuﬁybythmoppaﬂwtc
WST.and by the common suet of enlitting I, As Leland put it
“Zhanell rays it & vapriacipled to facticnatise without p@ﬁﬁuiaﬁmmt The m‘temmaoamtde
“ that. 1t mandates discession of elght pomiz, Some of (bsee are puticolurty divisive in the WSL now in
ways which reflect the poincipied political dividion Bevween the ‘Carclan tenéency’ and both the
wadsclerad tondeney of tho old-WaL losdenbip aud the ¥F, Hua&sonwwmciema onww
differances exist aneng il the &ifferent sactions of TILC griss to demonzatic contraliona.
SThege differoncas ave bedde the paint, Tha wak%nmﬁﬁathatun&a&embmmﬂw
‘84 Hiere sculd not be such 3 Fadon conferonce.
L "hilsthe Mherw«n‘sefthmuwmmtmgemtothecahfarfmmﬁmaﬂfmdu Ianm;a
jodut Bghi (opather with the IF we tmply political sgreement for i, Ths resoladen says that 3 group
of sighnisations aud tendencise which share » common eribgue ofmmmmmmm
alune o wage war. -
mwmt%ammanmtammmm different to what it has besn.,
W( decided to declave ay internsHonal fsction in preparstion for thess developments. A body such
. THL s been will therefore probably be continued, resupving the work wiich the sactarian interveation of
~ 4he KWL threstened i sbort of working by way of pelitical discission towards the development of an inter-
aationsl tendency Sound topsther by » commen decipine,
2 fpin relevant svents of the woekend wers as fellows.
- Thsconfsromce bagen 2 Spm on Thursday 2ist. Present were the WSL, RWL, LOR, mdampmammof
“the P, the gooup formsd by the former SLOC comtades -~ Aow oyt of the RWL with which
they {eand In 1581, (The Decompes conferoucs had decided iha these sorarades were individusl members of
mw thie Litter opposiiion of Zae RWL-LOR bloo), The Dasish reprsentative 4id not ardve untll
; ; tie gele TILL wenbor o Fraace, wbo bhas ons vole, sise rivived ou Saturday.
mmsmmbnwﬂm@nmmw@mm Eosemasy 1, whose husband Jim H was
 pessant secocding to the December 1982 raling, should remain in the room. The RWL called forhar to b
mﬁmmmmmmmmmmsw She bed been in the Weorkers’ Eoague (JCWohlforth) and
the BLDT, an¢ is now worldng with the F1T. We woa the véte to sliow het to say (LOR and RWL versus WSL,
m,‘Smﬁ The Huckney group, being split, dif! ot vore, sltherga people from borh sides were present, .
mﬂﬂmﬂdmd&mﬂimmmh Ambwofﬂlﬁ?mmbmkadaﬁ!ed,mmm m P
&em sfﬁesﬁem,ﬂfmt&s?&ﬁmﬂu&w,ﬁmmwkdmmpﬂ%mamwwmm
ving ths EWL, LOR, Haskney groap cossrades, and a Chileun mmda.
- Merrow raquested the right of the 1F ko pardsigate:
Y went to.sk (ot spaaking rights on behaif of the IF a3 & distinet polivien! tendency”.
sem“mmmmmam neoph gt the WSL, mmmanwwww
© Jauet objected thut Morrow should not heve ralsed this in the TILC mesting, but should have
ﬂmwdrbmotth%kﬂmﬂmaskaénomtoexrmmamqminthel@mﬂthsimm
 éachion in forbid e IF to-affliale (o the RWL-LOR inlerastionat tendency, or to ¢aguge in any collabora-
tien wiid them except under the dirset supervision of the WSL NC end BC. Momow replied that they were not
" maling for rights tc icin the interaationed tendency, bwttae:@rmthﬁrmﬁna%ki&aﬁﬂ. T
- Megrow was suppesind by Latand of the RWL in 2 Jong speech,

Im»cmmi et that &Mﬂmﬁiﬁmwmmy mcinds minosity ropresentation.
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Thd paesting mosseed to allow the WL delsgation fo discuss the muttor. Wiken 1t seassombled Jonzs
_announosd that the delegation bad decided e seiect (o request fo the Faction to bavs independent vanissen-
tating sud to forbid the Facion to sposk #s 2 Facticn. Howewr, the regulsr practioe of symoathstioally consé

| Aertay usy reguest for epeeking rights fiom minotily views on specific quesidons wouid he adhered 10 by the

WL delegation.. (Morrow had sucepied this o3 en intosim arragigement).
©‘He ermounoced thal the WEL EC would meet to discuss the matter the aext day.
_ The LOR then proposed, ond i€ was agreed, that the conferonos would recess until the WL KC had met.
 sesched, The RWL and LOR anuouncxd that they would wage amujor fight oun ths isue: the RWL sald it
* worhd mve s motion that ths Fastion be silowerk to spoak regardiess of the WSL EC dechion.
Im&mmgﬂﬁmﬁ%mmﬂrn&m%&wmhﬂmﬂ to sxitt 8 & democratic centralist

- bﬁﬁ“ﬂf farisdiction over the political functioniug of slt = membors, and whether ite decisio g thai it world

. petagee that TILC & Semocratic centalist wes sutbecitative for all ifs members. The impiivation of the
- pegmest and-thie Sackinig iven 1o 1€ by tho LOR sad RWL was, rd wis plainly mesnt to 5o, thel TILC was 3

S5

e bady whese decigan yepermeded the leading bodies, nsluding the conference, of the WSL. [t is prob-

: Mrﬁnlﬁemw% roaguest ad boen disouseed gud plianed in the privals cancus myeting in the afternoon,
- Morow'y perticipation in this meeling was alpoady o vepudiztion of the docisons of the WSL conference,
. Tho WEL BC met oo Friday moraing gad dedided on s ‘sompromiae’ formuals, Momow would be co-opted

. onito the dalegntion. He would be slowed of sach political isvue (In the nerrow surss, 4 opposed to procedur-

' ulhnm;ﬁam r5 objective statmaent of the Prction’s position, and to roqtest further sposking rights

at the diswetion of the ofher members of the delogation. He would not bs gllowed to iake peri in the crgenis-
stional wrangiings sed manoeuvriags. (In f3cl he wes ta ignote this Hinitation and on the Sunday pisyed 2 lead-
ing part in the meetiag in uppesition o ihe rast of the WEL delegation).

This wes ascepted by the TilC mesdng whes it reconvened af 2.3¢ on ihe Fuday.

The next clesh followed immediately. A raquest was made thei two Ciileta comrades who kad besn secog-
niged a5 sympathisers in December shonid fnriediatany be given the st2rus of ‘s sceddon’ of TILC, with one
vote: They are in 0o ssnse even a group. In furness to Ricardo, wie wis piesont, he 4id not really claim that
they were, o that they funsioned: he motivated their request for the status of 3 vouing sectien by the desire
o “igtervene’ politically in TILC, : : . " s

‘Tis dispute took up the aliernoon, and the metion finslly feli on = tiad vote of ¢-5. (The French TILC
member had areived). ; . o

* ‘Towards the snd of this discussion, France of the LOR made the ststcinent that:
“Pre pre here today in ooder to accclerate if pomibia the apli fu the WSL”.
Leland then said: ;
~ “ gpprecizte the frank statemien: from Franco, which we suppori.”

These wese considored statamenis, not wikd outbursts or ships of the toague. Later ia the discrssion Franco
sdded precies deteils about when Ris organisation decided it would work to split the WSL.

- “We have not wanbed to split the WSL since Suly. The periiion wes adopted 2t a Ceniral Committes

wieeting of cur crganiation in Jauusry sad st 3 pational sssembly in February, where it was approved

Leland @id not ofier similady mrseise detals,

The moeting recessed to allow the W3L celegation to disouss the new sfiustion cresied by the avowals of
the LOK and KWL, ;

~ Morrow war 2skad if be would sopsrste himself from the LOR-RWL gosl Lo spiit the WS He refused. In
the firet plece, becaure he wonid not taks 2 position et s bad consulted the Feclion. In the second place,
Po ggid thal the WSL was out to gpiit TILC, and that Carolar’s sitituds to the Frction leaders was no differsnt
in fis kmplcations for WEL unity from the LOR’s snd KWL's attituce. In the third place be considered Carolan
and others {5 be cantricts, end that &id mply for himself (he permpective of a it - kot in the longer term,
pot immediataily. He world not comment on the fsct that dhe perspesidvs of 8 aphit held by the intorpational
tendency was shoot-term and immedinie. .

Througiout the conference ths WS, epast from the IF, was descived as ‘centrist’ and ‘revisiopist’, with
fearned distinctions being made hotween tight and left coatrists. Mosrow sepentedly used these term to
descrive the organisation. # S

The coucus majority then discussad the situztion without Moriow. Some comrades wanlsd to suspend the
TILC conferemes uni! the WSL BC could meet; othes sigued for focuring on “the poliics! guestions”™, The
Anal decision wes to give the conference the option: amee linmedietaly to prucced o political discussion, ot
recass until the WSL BC comid maet, (I fact it wes unable to wect uatil Savurday avenings.

In response the sonference decided to discuse the crisis ia e USFlas the next item, ooginaing st Tpm.

This scssion was the orly ‘normal’ political discussion during the four days: it continued will into Saturdsy
aftarpcon and shaded over into g viscussion of the LOR’s plans to fuse with the Lialles USF] section,

On Sutarday Jette of the TAF srrived. On baing told of the aitempt (o give the two Chilesus o vote she sald
it was “g manoeuvre” 2nd to be condemued, But che later changed Ler mind, and at the snd of the session o5
Saturday it was announced with Jette’s snpport that the positioa of tas “Chilasn prouy” would agein be reised
the following woming. This mean? that the propossl to ‘scet’ the ‘Cafleaa group’ wos sssured of 7 votes out of
13, and would pass. _

The EC met on Saturday everiag, part of the tims in majority caucus without Mowow. It was decided that
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& mmtman: from the WSL, condemping the LOR and RWL statements, shoum be drafted by Cunliffe
and read out the following moming. ¥t was slso decided to press for & proxy vote for the Aunstralian saction,
witach had requested this by phone and had even appoiated its reprecentsiive (Fraser), Contingency plans were
rasde to refuse to socept the vabidity of sny vote taken if the LOR-RWL bioc gained a majority by way of seat-
ing the Chiflsans and rejecting the request of the Australiaus to have a proxy vote.

Before the TILC semsion started on Sunday, a discussion of those WSL. dekat:km members present (Cun-
ﬂﬁr Smith, Jonss, Einell) agreed o support & move by the PiT tosecuzs avote,

&t ‘the sart of the Sundey ression 3 statement was read out by the WSL condemning the sectasianism of the
LoR and KWL and their goal etwmmmwsx, Atﬁhhpdmamﬁdwﬁm inth-nmeofthe LOE, RWL,
m TAF wes produced. .

b Raste i R %owthewmtmﬁttym the WSL which, atthsApzﬁ !933W8Lmﬁmi sonference,
.mwmmm Labour Party policy in IB 48, and the positions on work among women
Cin BB 34, to form & fecdon to fight the right-centrist and revisionist tendency led by comrade Carolan.
- 2.We urge this new faction io work together with the IF aircady formed in the WSL, to wage & '
'wwmwmmmmmmgmmm revigionism in ihe WSL.,
' 3. The RWLJUS, LOR/ite'y, snd TAF/Denmark promdse to p:ovide their full support to such a
fwtmul struggle ie the WSL,
4, Befure the democraticfeniralist transformation of 'I'H.C in autumn 1983 the EWL, LOR and
: "TAF will svetematicslly radse for discussion within TYLC a serics of issues related to this theoretical
- and polities] strugele ead urgs the factions in the WSL to take part in the necessary dcbate mnd
thaess fosuce, ncluding: :
the economic crizs, -
2. Turkey,
3, the Malvinue war,
4, Ireland,
£, Paicsting,
. 6. Pcland,
7. Work among women,
8. Labour Party.
5.1t is ke view of the RWL, LOR and TAF that such a theorptical snd poiitical struggle can only
end with a victory for srthodox Trotskyism by winning the majority or with a spiit in TILC.
. 6. We arge the leadership of the current minority in the WSL, baging itsslf on [Bs 34 and 48, to
- form & bloc with the IF to siand united to defend themselves sgeinst any disciplinary measures taken
agsinst members of either group by the current miajority, in.pasticular expulsions. If any comrade
from either group is sxpellad by ihe msjority, both factions should respand with united sction”.

Jones end Smith immediately spnounced that they were no longer prepared to take part in the meeting.
They were leaving “besavse they did not wish to be associated with the suthors” of the resolution. “if you
want to be Sparts — go shead” (Smith)..

By 7 votes to ¢ the two Chileans wers given a vot2. Then by & votes teﬁthepmpﬁdtopwtheAumﬁ-
ians a proxy voie was defested. The PTT, representing with nine comrades oves four times the size of the .
Chilsan group, was equslly refused a vote. Morrow, who had been elected chair when Jones left, played = pro-
mineni role in this discuesion sgaingt the WSL.

: The meeting recessed, end the WEL delegation (now Kinpell, ereiom Merow) uucmod Then Carclan
and Kinasll cancused. When the meeting resumed, Kinacli read out 1 mtﬂn&mm the delegation, in line
with thie contiugsacy plawamade by the ECike. pre‘?imE night,
“The TILC meeting has voled (2) t6 give & voic to two Chilesn mmmiu w!:o do mtwﬂ
fupglicning group, {h} to deny & proxy vol2 1o wamm m,'ﬁiﬁ; gﬂ: staid sy mﬂ :
f igggooup. Over and abave the m&r@hﬁmw s favok ' '
u&:mmﬁi‘ ,g%ﬁﬁ iateption WOF ge
TILC and {6 ixy to promots. aiﬁtﬁ the m;*ﬂmﬁ
subscquent voues of L5 naeating”, : St

“The WSL smgmagawme ts do wiu-.r d:e m % F’QL—"’AE Mﬁfﬂtﬂ ‘

reach auy commen pogt :
, m&oﬁy&ﬁkﬁ%mm with the doctsion of the BC the previous evening. The WSL would decisre that we

werz npt wilking out of TILL, but that for the WEL, the confersace was now closed, and the decision hevalid.

All WL menubern, delogates sad othars, werld then leave the room, This way of handling it wonid slaw no

docss and wonld lener the fingl decidon about what to do in che hsnds of the RC and BC,

Morrow refused to gocent the decision, He iugisted on hoiding & dossd meoting of the Faction mambers
present o decide whether they would carry out ths decisicn. He was told the! the Faction had no right to
dfscuss whather to carry out the dedsion; end ne cholce but to comply.

in fact a number of Faction membes weie present, They had been gathering throughcut the four days. -

On Sunday, apart from Morrow alsc preseat were Dale A, Nick ., Mike ., Chrig E., Aly ¥, snd Kemal. Caro-
ian and K.inmli ca!ied & eaucus of a.ll WSL membmu ai whi::b tbay Wore iﬂ!amd of the ﬂeﬁsion and told they

-----

with Murrow, Carolsr ene Kiesoll rinde the folontsg mfu the mﬁ!ﬁ S o
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Duiing the yecoss Morsow aiso told Carclan snd Kinpell that he inter ded (o speak on the LOR-RWL-TAF
resclution. Carolen and Kinnsll told biin thai their ruling, as the delegation majority, was that to speak would
be in braach of the tertas of the EC resnlution, snd would 'ead to discipiaary acton.

After the TIEC meeting reconvened, there followed a long discostion on the LOR-RWL-TAF resciution.
Towards tl.e end of the wecting Morrow made 4 speech, which we quote in full from the ainvtes: >

“Comrades shovid rémember Carolon's lecivre on democratic centralisin af Chyistinas and draw their

swa condusions, Last night at the HC [ moved g moidon that the WEL majority wes iteelf commitied

4 a split ia TILC. ALl the comrades here today are under discipline to walk out of‘l‘lLleth:smu-
Cdion is currled. I will take that e showing [ made an acousate prediction.

- *“The reclity of thedivation & that the majority of the WS, are not prepered io acvspt any Jdedis-
ion that goes againgt the majority. The result is buresucratic roeasures which inchide breaking up the
TILC meeting snd using disciplinuy measures against the minority in tie WSL. This is not a prindpl-
ed posidon. The comredes are in & minotity becuuee they cannot sustain their position withia TILS.
Resmdlees of the debates on the Chilean and Australian woies they were in 3 minowity. A dscision to
walk oul constituter a gplt. Comrades from the faction am preassied wikh a situation where they

either sp¥i from TILC, with the WSL, or [nce disciplinary meamass for xeﬁni:sg 1o leave tae meeting,

1 wil! now girculute a stetement from the Facdos. ;

“¥im [of the PTT] says that the tag:dy is that mmembers of TILC are mﬂm Smuth. Taat’s not
the veal tragedy. Thai fragedy is thet Emith does not defend s political pesitions in this mesting,
and that thas he converts hisaself from being a su'yective aloment fnto a rassivs ohiject used by the
WEL. That is the reei tragedy, and | hope that Jim is not going 1o collaborate ip hat™,

{The reply to this stetement from Caroler, wili be in the full minuics), The lzafiet mentioned by Morrow in
Dis apeech was dupHcoted {wiereas by cumirest 1 LOR-RWL-TAF resolulion was handwritten) — it had clear-
1y been preparcd ‘a advance z_md kept i rezerve. i called for the removai of the TILC Secvetariat (Cuntiife,
Smit:, Carolan), which was “infecied™ by “1svigopiem”,

The vore on the LOR-RWL-TAF resclution was 7 for (the ‘Preach scction’ hao aaw left), none against, snd
no sbetentiong, The WEL 4id not vote,

Cerolan exploined why ve had not voted (ses abowe), and Xienell read out the sigiement cibed at the beg-
inning of this repori, Kioneil 3ad Carolan announced they were leaving the room. Mormrow and the Faction
membess iomained, After naking 2 stalement, ibe two I'TT comrades akeo left,

This report was endorsed by the OC
on 28‘4—.83



