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IiLL T'I{AT GL STEtri

By Jaok Cun1iff,o.

trNot ala that tempts your sard.r rlng eyes
And. heedLess hoarts, is Iawfu1 prlzeg
Nor all; tbat glisterar 8o1d.n

( grro.ai Grayr 
-oae on iue leatb of a Favourlte Cat)

It ie oaey to see what ha6 attraoteiD a number of oomra'dcs towarde the
rrlnternationaiiEtrt Tend1e4ay: in a4 orga,zrieation whlch they foel i6.boggBal
dono ln polttloal ooaf\rstoir or Eaddled rith.politioal positiona l|'itb rchlob
tUey afs;€t€o, anil rurtlen ooailltioag whem th€5r feel noto'Iy in thE 

- 
central

feadershj.i of the lJcague j.s mouatiug the kintl of politloal flght. they wtah

to-""", ti" runE*oy ippeare to offo? a bold statemont of opposttior anfl

u- r"rril'"s potnt foi -'risht' llhole is no doubtlng the faot thet- l+ 
-ha^E

*""""1-n ifi eet itsolf ap?J fYon the. maJority not only of tho l oaderahip

but of the organieattoa ai a !ftolet but I feel that a oloser eramination of
iA" pofitio".f platfozm p"t i";t"d \r the Tontlency Bhovs !fa! it falls ia
faot way shor! of tno rtiii "i-ti"rrti 

antt pmerrannatio orthodoxy to whloh

tt lays olai!,, anal ra r""i ;;-ffi; to6-*a {4" kiad of oonf'elon tt '

Bpparentl, gedcs to comb".t. far fuLro ofler{ng a beaoon iu the tLarlrreas 
'

tbo 1lsht offereil bf th;-T;a;ov i" rno'u fldP to a r'riIf, ottbe whiep' whlob

oarr Loave its followersi"piiiliiiy "a"iit tt' tt'" 
etnrsgte fott tho prinolploa

thoy Eedk to upbold. - ^ -r ^j^r.r ,-,r.- +la{ E { .. +hG
flliB dooument le into$ttc'I to sbow I'n eome dotal'I wtqr thlE lE tho oaEo:'

A:rcD1v to tho Pl a.tform of tho trI tcmzr.tLonali gtn Tondcncv

AYI oDDorturl, st tert
Though the Tenalenoy and a number of its Positione ha've boa

oharogt ori s otl as gcotari an lR their traicotoqtr, tbo tl,ootrneut ansounoln€i

tbe S AeDcY ca$ boEt be ulderstood aa an oPPrtu:ri st tcxtr in that it
6itiors

soeke to hold togethor comradse holdtng a r+id'e va.rr of politloa.l Pooty
ttrr adopting ambigroug fornnrl.at ions and imPlioitly hint ing rathor thaet

forthri ghtl tr' Etatlng pol1tioal positiong.
So vaguo a1d so iliplomatio are tho Phras se tha gevoral of the Platfort

thoses (2r5r? a.re A+ faoc value offootivolY . no moro tban reatatqtents

of the oommon Pogition of oveltrrone in tho Leaguo. E eurc not wtl6ndeaoYrr) hoy
notropoeltlone at a.If . If they Bean.. Jus t wbat theY saYl dy who diEagreedl

wlth thcm ghorl.ld be In tho WSL. So ul\Y tlo oomradeE fcel theSr are oontontious?

Plalnfy bocauso bch:lnd the bland Phra6 eg 1l,es a sl grri fioanoc t blob i6 not
erplainedl in tho tort. tls havo to Probo boncuth tho 6urfaoo to find thi6

noani.nc.

*l'*:xs;lliiliryrffi turi4:iI$i{r*,$ffi :'tHnff#;f 
:**.

fi"i--,y-#t"dca wlo havs road tho Transitiot
logioa1Iy badk at Putfi;; ir"it "*o" to- orarrses L2 nad 13'

Asaine wo t,r, o!rv';;h;;--fr'-Ir'r" tuat.ii lE not +ho worilE on tbo pa€eg

of tho Hlatfono "tttot;i"Hi"b 
;"-;;;-as-tlo tcov iesucs fo! oilos Jolnlng

:tr:rsth:t;i:;;[: ffv'ruxu ;l lli :#ff'=[!ri3:ii*.,'*'"
of tho olrLHEir,, "rttur"ttl'"i 

iuii t-*r-d;i"tre atititv to forrnrlate oort

or ooaaiBtont poliotog "iif,'r"iitii"" odrtE own wutot aro Eosa aE tb'o

nain thln8.
trbr thle loagon wo arc forood to Iod<.not only at l&at i6 in -the 

tortr

but algo at wbat i6 no!-i; ii"-i""t---"t tho quoeiione oradsd arrd poBitloag

f\rdeoa - if r,'o alo t" t#'"";;; ii":"ry=!-:i tno potitloB of tbo

Tcndcncy ayril tho oor,n Eioo-rrnioh lt is -g#fg ""thor 
combattlnS wlthin

tbo lISt.

*:#*:i*'i,,tfi "il"ffi:gl:Lil; :!='[{"::i':j*: ii't':?*L:"-::; 
*

diffor.m,co" that @ o'iit1i-tr'i"- in trro i'""s'-" ' 
-[h" in:'tiar tort ou tbo LP
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in mX. Sritish Pc-^spcctivcs dra,ft r'm.s ucvcr intorrded ( t-'./ mc) to etarrtl as thc
oIgam. iEationrs final. 1'Iord on thc topic, but ra.thcr to Gtlsurc that tho dcba{P

got tartcd arrtl incLudcd. somo gotrcrajl points about our oricnta,tioq to thc
Iabsur movcmcnt. In tho cvcntt a largc ntnbcr of, thc initi aL aBgcot6 of
that oarly draft irr partlouf.ar its hcavy-handcd., a-hietorical and ln somo

instanoce factually r,Ebng oharootcrisatLons of tho Bonnito lcft pmvod to
bo a liability in promo+ing tbc ncdcssa,ry discugsion on how wc should lrozd(

and thc I|o as Part of our ovcralf oricntation. ltho rcdrafted
sootiolr in I t ha,6 sincc Bho'.m that on tho o-ucstion of analysis of rccont
cvcnts and tho prcscart conJuilcturc in thc IIO +horo aro only ecoondaty a.nd

minor diffcrcncce: tho disa€treomcnts that i0 cxiEt arc on quogtidns of .@,9r
orictLtation aJId. party-buil,ding l"rlthln thc broadcr oontort of our worlc in tto
Labour r.lovcrncut.

Thc Tcndonoy doo-rmcnt, horJovcr, fails to malco arrJr worthshile contrlh,rtion
on cithcr 1cvcl of tho dcietc. On ihc oon Junotural ei+uation it iE nLlos
out in its asscsslontgt a.nd on tho qucstion of mothod ite points aro so vaguo

a,s to bc moaningl oee.

oriqntaJiqtr.fnC].ausolforirrstarroc,woroadtourprimarxroriontationisto
fhffiAiE class.rr ho could dLge4?cc? But suoh a sta'tomcnt po6cs ' morc
qucetions itran it iursl.ror€. I'Ihora do cd-os s o4r 1.rorkefi, oro to iro fc,und? Do'

tlr"y pmposo a diffuso oricnta,tion to tlc trrlorlclng Glnsorr Ln gcacral? Or
a" tfr"y rooogniso - as tho IiEil, hzr,s al'r'Ia3rE rocognisod',- that ae a. small g;mup

rso oaniot :rcJoh;:tho lrhol c olassr 34d nnrst primzr,rily foouE orr partieulor scc-
tions of thc ola.se - thoso organisod in rrlri9ns, thc LP, othor laborr movs-
mcnt carnpaigne, those cr:rrcntly i:r stn:gglo, or thosc vrc can potentia.lly
mobLlisc in strrrggl o.

Sinco our blPca& 10 ycarB a,go fmm lIca,lyls rrma,se pa.rtl' AclusionE wo

havc aoccptcd. tha,t our r.rork::ust bo rrrimanily throaph thc or,Tarr iscd labouu
EI@r qftcn sccking to org!,uid o broad- ecctions of thc r'rcr].lng oIe"ss
not clircctly 1'-[d cr orr otm p;.,2*y banncr.

Shc qucltloa tha* arj.see, exd is the fooal potnt of tho curTc-nt d-cbc,te
ln tirc 1'lS! is how ttc wozls in this urry.tBlgllgU ?cforhi6t orgeurisations to
build a rcvoh,.tioflaJy cad.ro, aad ln partio:Iar how wc sflsurc that wo aro
rccnriting and -tra.ining prol ct ari a,n forccs in thc Lce,guo. .In othcr r'ro:dg it
is not wllothc:r1 but lrc-,'l to orionts,tc to thc ircrlcing ol.ase.

lllc Tontlency tcLls r''s notbjing ebout thts. ThcXr oonfinc thcmscLvos to tcl-I-
ing us rrhat orientation thcJ, Iglglqr rttho notion that rvorlc in thc 1rl0 ru:d- [10YId

i6 tho ccntra:l a,rce, of our r.ror{cr.
4t faoc va.Iucl marly od-os crltloal of thc cr:n'ctrt orlcntatioa of ou:r uotk

might a4rcc r'rith su-ch n forru]. ar l,tlt thoy should bcwarc. Bohlatl an apparcntly
innocuous stat crncnt lioe a ncLtcr of pogglblc intorprct."tions..

It is corrcct I in my vtor'r to say tha,t tho IIO a,ng. l,lOYI{ in thonscilvcs c,rre
not tho contrc of our l.rofl<. To lnsist that thaXt |}ro is inoorrcct bcca;uSc it
onc-sidcdly fcorsscE on ono oonl)oncnt of thc roformist labour movcmcnt, tq
tho "ol..tivc boLittlcmcnt ofl -partio:larly - work in tho unione.

Blt thdudl tho LlO curd L{OYIi arc not t,tho controrr of. our r'or&e t}q-ggg
g@.-to,l!. Thc strugglc a€a,inst rcformism in thc workcrE I novcin cnt
roquircE a poLJ.tioa;l str3lrgglc a€:ainE+ o1I thoeo lcodcre r,rfur oonfu,sc, Ictrc.y
ancl holtl boak tho vroril<ing olass, I]1d the fight doco ovcrlap from tho unions
into thc I10 aJIC vioo-vorsat it is a.9gtr!!4dr afI-roffid st4rgglo to broalc
thc gztp.of roforttisn on tha ',mr4dng o1a^6s.

I{o should a;L6o aslc tho Tcndonoyr , tf thoi' a,rc so adl,ma.nt that thc lO
a,nd I,1OTI,I aro not ocntral to our trorke vrhe,t $Io?lc do thcY think g@!! bo
oqntrd? Trr.rlo union uorH! Bl ack lrorlC? l{ot^k aarongst r'romcn? Unonployod- r'rork?
WldL c othcr m/OC od.cs havo - ri ght or trf,orlg- - fclt obligcd to gPol.l out
thcir vi owE on th.l.6r lrlor:rols anil tho Tcndotcy, in thc namc of 'rcIa-rityrr
cl a.im tho p:rirril ogo of oompleto obecunity.

or so or not to or isc t c cft?
!5c dipJ-omatio silcnco of C].o-uso 1 coDtlrnros into Cla.uso 2. At fe.co veluo

rro scc a down-themlddle stat calsnt of thc ma-jority vi o1'r - rurtil wo rccognl-sc
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thc quostion tha,t ls cvedcd in thc filst Bcntcncc:
uou:y worli in thc UO is d-ircct<.:d -Lor.ra.xds brca.fting lrcrkcrg from. rcformiEm

as part of t31o stnrgg,lo for rsvoLutionary lcadcr-ship ln tho cIaEE, g!
eimplla to hclping thc lcft to d-cvolop of, c rolvc.rr ( cmph iltdofi.)

Tho word-E itnot eimplyrr ooul tl bo no morc than a t:ulEro - of course
wcryboillr woul d agroo that r.rc nnr6+ do moro than simply trhclp tho lcft to
dovotgptt. Altcnrativcly, tho Ecndcr.rcy ma,;, moan eomothing clscs that wo sllor.rdl
gg! llay a.n activo !1o1o ilt thc strugglco of tho IdO 19ftt lrut oonfino oursclveF
to propr.gclndist 'tintervcntionsrt from a etauclpoint outsi.tlo thc aotual stnrggil ci

Do tho Tcnd.cncy a€?cc that wc shotrlcl continuc as part of our llork to
orga.niec tho lcfb in thc I1O, an<l to stnrgglo in r that contcrt to uin worlccrs
to rovolutionary politice? Or do tho.w advooa.to a 1{orkcr6 Powcrrstylo c,bstq'L
ionlEt cxtstcnoc of pr6paga.ndism errd, l rr.ol ovanoo? Clauso 2 is opcn to oithor
5,ntc11>rctation.

In tho hj.story of our orgaoieatlonr our fi6ht to broa,k llorlcors in thc
rrnionE from roformiBm hes a:Lways bcclr soczr .Ui lnBcpa.re,b1c from thc closc6t
poEqitlc linlig $ith thc cootLqns in stnrgglc. I'Io harrc coge,,3od alangsido
iftcn inor-pcrLcncca vrorLcr€ in oftqr ortroncly pa,rtla.I etnrggloe, dqvotcd
ooneldcrablc roE ouroos to thcrml agld fought itr that oontc:ct t6 d.ratr politioaX
lcssons on thc rolo of thc union ttt rro3.iucraolr, {5o goncnail . oontoxt of tho
c1a"s6 6tnrgg1o, z,nd tho nood fo:r rcwolutionr.ry I oe.d o"ship.

Thc uoricnoiEe eincc fueion iB tha,+ fcw areas of tho fnsod org:rnisation
havc foll,owcd thlough or adoptod thcec mcthods in thelr trado union rmrlc -
Lcavlng u6 LcEE, lnvolvca in d.e.y to da.y uniol strugglcls -thaa.bcforo ftrgion -
rrhil o iho serno mcthod hEr.a bocrl only pa.r4lrll;r dcvc -opcd in tb o sontcrt of
thc Ido uork.

But inetca'd' of crplioitly gcclring to tarlld on thee o strmgths of oun :

organie o+i on and 1ts ni"fuqy, tho Eciodnoyts Platform poihts rro we'y foffz''xtt,
ant instca6 mcrcly rcsts r',t- ilo 1cvc1 of C-l soont crrt alrcady ranpaat in
the Lca4uo.

L.,rcrs and L.rr
In Cl..usc 3 wo find Eti1l, moro conf\.sio$ on ori crrta,tioa. Eo arc toLd' thot

uo should oriontato to rrthe most militrT rt l a6ro:r of tho clasE't. P1'6YitLcd wo

rcooglt so tha,t tho trmost mllit nt laycrrr is not a fixod o? 6ta,b1o

os,t cgoqy, but ls to bo rord as tha.t sootion of tho alass .rt tho folofront
of tradc union a:rt[ politlo.:l Et]ruggloe at afly g:iv@ Point of tfu1o, tlron

of, ccurso i+ i6 tnrc thti-,t nc shou'Ld rcepoird to thcsc forcog, a.rldf far bcttur
tro,ln, oer-u.il rrrd nrobiliso out' gomraAo s to rospond of local I ovol to thoeo

etnrggf oe. I{1thin thcrn, lro m:.st .,im t o r€a.ch ttrc bcsl militzurts, to broa,tlon

thcir graep of tho st:rrgglcs 'thcy aro involvcd j.p, spo1l out prar tical rrnd

pm grruamotic otcps rrhioh szr,n ad.vcEoo c thoir Etraiggl os, aad sonviac c thqn of
tho noed for a ncu tYPo of L cndcrEh:lp a, rcvoiutionr,ry PartY.

But if thi6 ori snta,tion ie not to f cai thc orga:risation into er incohor'
ont oours o of zlg-za4s from one clisputc to tho ncrt .Jcd 1co,vc us bcoalnod

in pcrlod-s of comp.,rativcl:' litt1a industriel action wc must oomblno ou,

rc$pon6ivcnosE onc- practioiJ- invoLvcmont in cvcrY 6crious Etru881o 1fith

a, consistcnt ovcrri cw 3fld orlcntr,tion to thc uor.l.c::s I mogcmcnt r,rholo.

Tho oltcrrls"tlvc is to tr ansfon thc TondcnoYl6 Phfe's o i to thc cquival on

of 15" 11e4dc1itc 'rnclr rness tangua,rdrt' of thc nid 197Os sJrd ndoPt a oomPlotolY
:t

*nt*:orr:::Tl!t 
oo*tino ag'ita'tlonetl oduoationa'l arrd orsr'lxisr'tlonar

matoriail. &rt onoo "g"ii'ib;"T;dcnoyr 
! fo nnr'Ie'tions fudgo the tsEuc' ThGy

oai[]. fo:r rr a cIca,r 
"ovofrrtio]1o'Iy 

prograinEo and told novolutlonnry propru'

s.€:&da.tr, in tta lrur.3ragc ;;';i;"it;;) 1"t-1i1-t*t'uldrt' 
Tbi6 all Eoauds faLr

onough tlntiL trc 
"'eL 

trt"'i-iloa'n*o thc oomradcs cnvisoago ' nb thcrxl moan

morc ylopl . q4egl c=posiiiiis'of'our rovo1ution-':1'' pro 6r'lrnc? f6 thc pl1ras o

thcroforo 1 critioigrr tr,i't-sX i" 
- 
tto hcn'vy rr:ina in tts pmpn'gi"nc'e'? or trro

thcy dcmend-lns oor" oorrio* ola 
"'atl.,y1o 

od iropa; anaa' in ou? proes?

ccrte.inly uc "rru6t #ffi,,oi,; ;; ;;;;l-1 "i''J "o 
havo to sa'v in lrurGlrasp

wtLich tilorl(crt ""rr lr.a"rIi"oir 
- 
ii'-rgi dont t nont to 

"rind 
up -talking to oux-

Ec1vo6. That l'Icar1cl bo cqual"r';' tlalc JEL- 9E?+ LJor'iti'"n comradcs teitrro on tho

thc ori cvrt r',tion otr tho tiil. ' i" rt".:5T-tt -iE not ^ t*lctr'lolroy* pocitlon'
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IIo noed- to rrin uorkcrs t resleot and attentionl a,nal we need to raise
thoir l6voL of undcretandlne;. fhc trro eid.es of tho task mrst bo oaTiEEE
thloudr ei,nsltqrgfi:gItrr {f theT aro to bo d.onc at all. i{o n6ed si1 o ri ent:rtlon
as a movomontg a,nd wo noed to oonvoy that and. itE implioationg in o:.r pross.
l{hiL s gornc oomre,Aog - and I t ontl to bo one of thom - fccl that SX ha.s beOa
r",tho? moro eucoegsful at relating to tho cxisting 1evcl of its e[diGErco,
and roflooted aD. exoo66ivo cmph:lsls on tbe politioal probl@6 of thc. .

cEistiag Labour 1eft, :rathcr than miElng tho 1ovcl of our roadorehiP, -IE9I9
naut atio wor t the fo of a c of1E

tho oapol . Thc quoetioa ig ono o mc ho irr our l,Iork in gonoral; vrhom wo
crcpofioncos." of our wofl< arc uscd6ock to addross politiorJLy, and noTE

to roinforoe aail orp:urtl our ag,itatlon turd propagru:da.
Wo oould ttb all of, thet succogs Iy thrroush SXI or wo oould o€tua1Iv

EAIL tt4o 4rrlr of It ovon under 'tho inpriat of a n'party preBErro To make
a fotish of the trpa.rUy prcs6'r Labol dooe nothing to advqsrco tho discusiion
on thc g!g! of our woz& and thc oontsnt of tho papel,

Indocd t5o vcry to16 nparty prcEerr aE usod. ln tho Tqld-(,noy Platfozm
is Droforrn4ly arnbi6uqus. l{hat do thcy moa.n by it? On the ono ha,r.d vrc halp
tho Ersuoll/&6tro11/Jonoe doau$sot c€flling for a no-holds barnod ttPa,1'ty

Prcsgrr wllioh wouitl slap lEt and TILC on tho masthcad aF a provooation te
thc ohanrrinie*s a,ud- trltob-ln:atcrs in the FO lcarlcmhlpl hoplng to p out
ln a blazc of lintcnratiolellstrt eloly. Otl tho othorr oCo Iilorr:ow ancl othc!6
havo a.:rgu.otl. vcrbally -. aB in tho I'{l{L Erras pro-oonforcnoe agg?ogat o - that
btrr rrpa,rty prc66rr thc;.r do noi cvon nooosca,qllJr moa"n that tho Loaguot s namo
ncod. epppar on tho magthoad, l ca,vlng us in doubt a6 to tho eigrlfionnoo of
tho to:m. t'lhore r:ouId the conradoe eco a rcgula:tsoc1 Loa€uo magazirc
fitting into this contoxt?

0f oourse the rtpartlr prcs6 slogon is attr"otivo to wido Eootl.onE of
tho Lcaguo r*!o a.ro Ai6ati6fied lvith thiB or the.t e.Epoot of SX and lcgit-
imately fnretra;tcd lCr tUo lack of I'JSL, pr:blloationd to a.sEi6t and dircct
touartts rocrultment. Ehoy fcoL - lEtb Eomo Justlfioation - thEit the:Lea€uo
has 1ar*o1, subrnergcd os a diatlnot forcc in th o wodrcrE movcmont. &rt
bJr thoir va4ue fonrnrl ations tho Tcadcnoy effoids:tolIlng its e1'.pportere or
tbo roat of thc movomqnt Just wlrat it ad.vooatcs.

Rcat Eora'1nA,s ond Rog,i stgg!!2g!
Tlo oi,so is similar whcrr rlc oomo to Clzrusc 4 of thc Tcndonoy Pla,tfottr.

tJo f1nc1 a fozm of $rords thich oould rnc€wr c.1f thlng6 to all pcoplo. Wc havo
boc,n tolc1 t{r. mrury Tcndonoy supportcrg; tha,t it iE s, slrurdcr to Euggos't that
tbc;'fa;vour a rrithd?a.wa1 from I,0 work. Yc+ tho firet scntcnoo of Clc,use 4
661[11 only ].o6icr.Uy bo interprotcd to moaa jugt that!
. r{[ho cholco posod W thc r ito]Flnrnt ls not ono of a oboico botwecn
sta6ring in or gcttLng out of thc lO tut.bctwoon tnJ<lng our politics *o
r'rorkolrg 34d. not ta.klng otr.r politLos to trori:ore rr.

Thc oloar impllcation of thiE rathcr opaquc sqlt.onoo is the,t.1f r.ro

s!qt-!n tho UPr wo orurnot tekc our lo1ltlos to wod<clrE t whoroaE - fur tmplt-
catioa aealn - if wo gct outy wc cr!a. AltcrYla,tlvoly t-h.o scntonoo merl,ja
thnt bolng J.n or out of tho IrO i6 uttcrly irr,cl avont oornpa,rcd to tho

. (prosumobly distinot) task of tttaklng orn politLcE to worlcc:tsrr.
Unlogs- i* is roarl in ono of thcsc ways, tho scntoncc iE on tho fe"co

of it mce.n5.ng1cgs. In &rry c.'so it iE pl ainfy dceigncd to link up with
tho nod.e and $iriks of Clause 1 to suggcst that only og!g!1}9 tho I'T0 oaa
lre rolatc to wo?kcr6. Somo cdcri; lrithin tbo TsndcYlcy or d.ral'ry1 tolraz{.g itE
fordnrlationg $ou-Lc1 ooIlcctly p:1I. baok frrm tho logioal. conc1lrsion of
thj.6 ono-ElAod. positicm on tho ldo.

Inclccd from.a ono-6idcd. vicu on thc rc1 sv.{Ioo of the IO to thc olass
tha Tcnclcnoy goo€ ovozr tBo top c.uplctcly ln ite lop-eldctl ]riow of the
Rcg'istrntLon issuc. fn a, sclrsc it mey sccm to bo iTst ilad Iuclc. fo!-then
ttrat thoy nailcd thol,r colours so firrnly to tho maet of malrl-ng tho Rcgl-
e-t cr o. nri.tt or of ElqgiSlg - partl oul arL y now tSat it ba-6 vlrtualfy fa'c'ed

frcm tho sconc, as-T[-o--cnf,ro-Dl-eoo of thc r'rito]r'hunt. &rt in oaothclr
Boa6o lt ig no acclciont that tho cAcs havc 5'ot it trrong.



Tho BcndcneTr q BtErt:tng lmprlso is to find'II",J'B ancl:moene of turnlng
trea worlc in thc II0 to othor (uadofinocl) forts of s63ft. Thcf hi.vc thoroforo
sqizod upon. tho Rogigtor iesuc bco&uso j-t socmotl to offcr Em argumcat fo!
such a firrh. In'thi6 icspcct tho Tcndeircy pIr.tfofii i6 the soctarta,B ml-r'rozL
J:nago of thc we.y Carola.n in IBs 23 and 45 has sot out to uso tho aonJurot-
ural,Eituatiqn ia tho ITO to prcss tho oase fdr a lowcrcd politlcel proflilo

wo]1 *5a,t accortling to t
a formrJ. Icvol srron now.

5

ha Lottcr of thc Condtitutior lt applioB on
I f wc folLow t 1oric oft ho Tendc'n01'. yro shc

in ou! prcge ? rrhich ho advocat aE LrrcsDcctiw of tho witolr-ln:nt o:r
I.{O logeJttios.:

In rcnJ.J.ty, tho flght ageinst tho witclFlnrnt aad tho Rogtster has boctr
tokcr up :: tEr tho nholo of our organriE+tiofl (hopofiIlIy including mo$bcrd
of thc Tcncdcnoy) - 61r.6 if e,n;rthing uroEt carcrgotioajlIy and pnomincntly bJr

tbo6o od.cs fiho havc advooatod tho vlow that Rotigtr.iticm - lf ttlc lcft
uing rosistaraae ls defoa+ett - iE a tactical rc.thor thaar a prtnaiPlcd
quc;tioyl. 'r'r}--c Ragistc, carr incl-oed' bo opposod in pra,ctloc not t6r pa,Fsive
onctotra:. pmpage,nila but or.1y ty onrani s trlth' tho 1of,t ir tho Ii10 r arrd
fighting; in pra.ctlco for a boyoott a.rrd fulI-gcaLo rogigteflco to any orptf,.-
Eions of tho6o that rof\rse to iogistcr.

lfho to ?a,in of strugglo howcvcr ha6 Dol, shtftod to tho orpulsio:r of
the I,1 Ets member€. Our oo-thir[<cr6 ha.vo ta]rca.:up th ie fi. ght too without
slaokonitlg ttro starggf c against tho rog'iste!.. firo Terderoy hns n61Litt*
to contributo on thi6r thc :nqal Etnrgglo rrou Ln +ho 10.

It is signiflocrt tha,t Tfro fondonoy in Brit.rin Eta,nd- a19no - ovoa in
tho oontcxt of fiLC : on:thc notion th"r'.t thc RogLstcr i6 no, a *aatiaal'
quostion lrut a prinoiplco llo orrivo ai this ncw trprincipl crr, tho Pla*form
tort ornployg a doubl c El- oight of hanrd-.

ELr*t3.y it a.sgcrts tha.t to a,gpty to reg'i stor uo:ld trnoge.tc our fight
e6,alnot thc r.i+olphu[ttt. Ia faot of cours c it wot'.].d mcrcly indloatc that
d,ospitc ortt. boEt cnC,cnvoure wc en6' tho lcft had l Oriq thc firet rouncl of
trrei right, a,nd, ha,rl to rc#brlp for :rouncl z. Sooo@r .thc odoe Ors,g Y
tho rodl-hoi.rilg 66 rtintcr:na,tion.;Li6mrr. Thc rcg'istor, thcy clalmr would
trobllgc u6 to i'ezucIi&t o aj[I intcr,,national lidke in favour of the 2nc1

fntcrnationpjl n, [hlE iB hot cvsn an honcst e,rgunql+: th c odos lorow ful1

hrrultt

To oonduot a clidcussion on this kLnd of lcvoI ls just s111Y- Thc fe"ot
is that cYcn roi,r lilc a.ro cngagcd i.n a" form of 'ril1cge'Itt r'rorl3 in thc I'T0 '
lnd no mattcr holr Ia:rgc r.rc foaturcd tho nor<ls TILC on our papor'E mast-
ho..dr thc probability is tilat wo trould bc crpcllod from thc I{o h' tho r
r'Etci!-huntcrs gg! for' . or:.r intcmationail affiIi.,tion to organiea'tions
fofi wl11 ha.vo Eo-atit of. b't bao.or6o of ,.rat wo roprceczrt in thc British
cla.es stnr64c. ( ft 1i prcciscly f,or thts ronson that thc Worl<clra -Powor
6 octa,rlans caxr bo toloraictl with: thoir itfu.].I pm gramm c't in tho I{O).

Thc vrhol- c rogistor guostion is intreducccl a,s a ISI9;EL on wltich td
croct o rtprincipi od.l: argument for 1'' ithara,lral fmm thc InO. StBliftoqrtly
clrczr in thc acrimonious debatca of thc Decqrber EILC Bootingr la $hich
thc odos of tlo IOR ln partLcule;e appearccT ovorLJegor to writo off tlto
potcnttril for ffrrthcr sln:ggI oe ty tho I.'1o lcft ltinei arrd draw a nfs'naJ'rr

iala,noc Bhoot of lte rlefoai, thcro woilc Eg voLcog' raiscd to arguo tha't
thc Rogistcr is a, mo,ttcr of prJ.noiplc.

Bh6 impltoa,tion of thc T cnrlenoltr s sta,noc is olcar. I{hilc arguing
a,ge.inst trvoluntarily limiting our politl'osrtr thoy .Irguo tha't. if thc

oa-gg-plinc_igI- c
c1

us
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Rcgistcr issuo CocE e,g?'irst u6 wo Ehol11c'. volu:rta,r.L1y itafupt i1Icga1 nothods
of wort in tho IIO . fn othcr uorde - bchiDd a rrc1Icy of phrascE on tho
l.0,a,rrinas earr" Irclancl - thcir proposa"l tE to throv tho toHol into tho ring
arld - on tho be5id of a ta,ctioa]. sotbook - to crrbarlk voluntarily upon a,

long tcrlr solf-lmpoEod I'rlthclrs,tral. from B orious orgE&161ng wo rk in tko LIO

bcforc oar:r c:at nlslong or eoniption6 of, otrr cd-cs or our Drosa ta,ko plD,oo t.
This Acfcatlet etaaco cou10 oaly gtrongthm tho hincl of thc rri drt vitrg

aacl of thc soft loft ln tho 101 rodoubling thc holri thoy oxort on +ho
lcft of . thc ra.bk r,nd fife. Ia c:ctrango fon tbis c1f-isola,tioa gc rcouL d
gein . . . l,'OfitrNcl Undor thc guigo of hard, rclcatloso polltical Etruggl o
aae confronta"tlon; tlc Tcrrdcnoy in rooJity.ls rotrca,ting boforo c, ?ight aatd
offcring 1'.s pzropagfl.nclism in pl a,oc of agLtation.
llho SDociollv oDD"osBods

Onoc a/joinr at fa,co vcfuc, Clauso 5 of tho Tonclcnoy pla,tfonn is not a
Ittontlc1royn position a"t ajt1. Though thc wc.JorossoE of !trX aro ol. ca:g for aj[I
to ecc a.nd only tho most dlchard fo.otloua,lists of tho or-ICf, arc proparod.
to Crcfcnd itg ruaC' though tho taotiog curd. stratcEr of our r.rork runongst i.{omon
pLe,inLy nccd much moro discussion, lf oannot bc cloni od that IIX - for bcttos
or rlors o = IS o. tlspccierl mothod of uorlcrr for a soctioa of tho spcaially
opprcsscd. Thc C,igcussioB i6 at a Etll1 morc pririitivo eta€o in tczue of
Epccial mothods of trork anongst Ga,y6 r but thc Tcmdcnoy offcrs us-no hLnts
o:: thie or s oriouE proposails on orgiuaising .unoa66t bl aok rrorkor€,

Instoad Clauso 5 ie once age,in a.n ottcmpt without sa3'lng zurything oonoroto
to a.ppoa,I to thoso odos rvho a,re unclcrsta,lrci*lLy CLissatiEfLccl witk +he way
thc L ce.guo has tarl<Icd this arca of, wodr. In this roBpcot it Ls a.nalo5rous
to m'-ch of tho RllLlE positioB on l,omcn, whlch boifs down politioolly tb
a rcgtatqaont of ttorthocloxrt: pocitione, ootrpl cc'l r-dth rcgta.tqncnts of tho
lmporturcc of vromon !'rofkorg.

A scricnrs att ompt to impl qncnt cla,uso 5 of thc Tcnd.qrcy Platfortr woulcl
FLL6o of courso tirn ln fL e,t contrarliotion.. to tbe eectaz.l,r,n attitucLe to clqp-
ocratic C-e6a,i1cls epcJ"Ieil out in Clauso 13.
IIISS]NG TIIE T.A.R,GET

Cla,uso hovrevc!:', oon+oins 1ts orm o1e$cnts of confr:slbn. It sooks to
rlroaffirmtr a rtprLmorTr orica,tation t6 worLl,ng class womon in Etr1l ot!
rny enphaBl6 1th16 L6 c.3 iti 6tancr-s a, vetlr nantw foc-trs for our rroflc(

( )
)

fl[lon66t rromcn. no vro ort crrta,to in tho worhct3 l movqnont c,6 & wbofo simplJr
to ma.lc workoro rdho &rc a,t that momcnt in stnrggl o? A movcmsnt tbat
f.rlls to roeponcl to thc spontaaoous 6tn1g€!1oe of tho cIaEs - m , vromon or
youth - carrl novor bulld a" plol etar1zfl cadror but a movomont that makc6 its
ttpramarX, oricntationrr slmply rgel ating to thc Btrugglcs thot cnrpt, rmst 1a,ok
any cohclqrt stratory p3c1- fe.oc noal p?oEslrros tolF.rds sprclLcallemr

It is j!ry tha,t tho I,lElL 16 work qnongst rrome[ BLnoo f\rsion has bccyr charoo-
tcqiecd lry ito fo.iluro to turn our mombotrs and thc bzro ac1 orga,niea.+ion lnto
most of tho stnlgg]. oE ,tra8oct by worklng GIaEE' womon. Tho liet of our mlssod
oppoz"tunitioE boga;r wj,th, St I{aJy! 6 hoepitol anC' qnbraooa l slcr-e rango of
Etrlkce, etrugd.oE n4c1 oaspai5ns. Dut this ca4 bcst bc P"rlBwcrcd. bjr dofining
e& .-.ri cartr.+Lon of thc movcment Ln tcrms of our objcctivoe - to build..rr
oigenisation of v:ollcingr class womon bascd i1r, thc labour movqtrcBt, the,t
c.na.blcs us to ggg3g!g1 workLng c41 a.6s ivomon, mollIlEg thq! in stnr6dc,
rclata to trrcii:ffiilnnoous sinre6lce, nlod'o?6F[66 rga,rlg]tshl.:q e.rrcl. Xgllojgg
which ?dL1 e.clvrnoo thclr EtruggloE nncL qonvincc,rthcm of thc noorl f,or a rov-
ol-utionaq/- socir';LLst party]

This is a two-plon€€d oriontltion. Uo rflrst slfiulta$cousLJ' ceta,bligh
e, basLc struoturo of rogula;r' wott- amonggt working clnEi womon thn:u'&
tho l a.bour movomont - lItI br.flohog, llo womonts scctionsl zurrl ocrtain
campnisrE (Na,o otc) lihich r,Io sock to tura towarde torking (Lc,ss eFt''r,t ce'
e.nd r,.:eionE. And lqtliE this ovcrr,lf contcxt wo irust Inako -tiP9l919, dlrcot
oppr"oa,ohce to rvomoo La stia,-Aglc; or to nobiIl$o 6*rug61os on pat*lcula.s

chllecr.rc, rc!rt6, c'uts, uui.:rnisation, E c8rual v'iolonco, jobsr or
othcr issucE" In no ca-so mus no substL c soli to
LEmros

o

1 ort c f etr:u os Iio rcsolutions, cto for our gr.gq irqot Lolk
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st 1. .tr!tE,

Er i:ivin* thon cnco[ragcmcnt. L caclqr-
cG attl(' t n a cSr This is

thc cl crnerrt that has bcctl Bo wcak in rittlch 0f o1rrr. work nmon66t womcn sinco
tho fi:.sion - uith e, fcr,, not.,b1o oxooptl.ons. It is tho failurc of !{E to rolato
in tluis wa,y to tho strugg'Ics of lrodcing cla,se womcn whioh has rcr'-uccd. it
to tho potty bourgco5.e rrrmp it hoE bocomo, rathor than clovolop fr'om tho
pr.onising bcgimin6's wo a.nti olp.,-l ccl at thc tirnc of fi:slon to br.riIcl a roaJ.
fighting orgc.nisation with a struotuno a.rrd, brsc of 6uppor+ 1r thc or{clng
o1as6. The Tonclcnpyl a position in Cla;uso 5 thcrcforo rol a,tca to :l rcal
political pmblen. Dut thci? eolution fa.ils to oomo to 84ipE lfith it.

It is ccratinly Possibl-c to otsi onta,to towr,rds womqr in etnrg6'1c in a
ItmiscrabL c ooonomigttr fashion w?dolt wouL d lca,vc us eimpJ.y tail-cnding a

clrot L CE, t

string of partial tradc unLon stnrgglos w:ithout d.cvcloping thom po1ltioo1l.y
olr crc.,ting a 1on6cr-tcnr fremcr*ott rfo:t thc .:rga,nisetion of worlcing womon.
It is ct1ua,I1y possiblo to bcoomo toggcrl rlorm ln tho routino loftism of I'lO

worncnl s sootione o? to ce,pitul ato politica.lly to tho vrcolly notions of
pctty bourGoois fcmlniEm. Aflothcr dn4gcn ls that tlo cr6a,nieation -,izr a
barkl,a,sb a4ainst tho dri ft of 1'If, ovor thc last pcriod luroh onto a. crazily
scctarian courEo of ultlme"tism tow.,rds thc vdc'rcr rrromqn t s movcrnontg ra,thcr
than pc,ticntly a.rgring our politics tn tbc contcxt of br1)a0cr campt!,iors.

For a.ny comrc,C.c to ca.sti6?,tc .{I .ttLvc intcrrqltion into cl a,ss
stnrgalcs of wonen'wod<crs aG trmlscrablc cconomismLt i6 3.n inclication of
thcir rcmotcncse fiom 6uob stnlggL ce anC' thc c1aBs, i'rd thoir inabillty
to hriiC. a r'r,rCcing class womctrls movcmcnt trbrot'dn o! rro rlouo

fut such a:lofncss cmnot bo nnslrcrccl 1,157 thc Tcndcncyl s cqudly narrow
focus. Arr eiamplc of hovr tho positicne of thc cxisting l cad-orship of tho
womcnrs commlssion glg b" ccmbettorl by a ba,l:raoocT polltioal apprtach
is g'ivcn \r tho authors of 1834.

fhcnc.J.s no Lo6ioo,1 conncqti.on bctwccn this qllostion of oricnta,tion .

o.nC tho polnts a,bout positivc c'!i scfimina,tion in thc s cc.rncl pnrt of Cle"uso 6.
Tt+ polcmic is 6urc1;' inisdircotc('. ilho in thc Lc.,guc heE a Positfon of
substituting positivc r',isorinLnatl-on for thc rnobllisa,tion of working c1a,6s

worncn? Thc ippajlling lroalsrcsE of $X i6 not its fl1ppo rt for positivc diBo-
rimina,tion tui i+s iack of eny offoctivc pofit+ceil d.iroction or stnrcturor
a.nd tbc absolutoLJ. fe"otLonaJ. anf' subjcctlvc a,ttifilao Eholin by its LcFdorEhip
agririnst thc odc6 of thc ol-cr- I.ISL 

" 
who attcmptccl, to strpn8thon its ?Ioflr hy

brin6{ag 1u tho mdhoag- we ha,c1 dovclopcd in stnrg3lc.
Thc tcnclopoy gots it t*:ung too.on tho politicg of pctty bourgcois

fcrninism - ,I{hich lfl( has tail-cnd-od. Thc prcbl cm has not E o uuoh boen it6
( far from unifo:tr) omphnsis on t scpe.ra,tismr r aE lts dri ft towardg
thc nctho C. pard- pro6?anine of rcformiQnr a.nC its fc,ilurc to rlraw oIa.ss
lj:lcs j:t thc strugSlc for sorngnl s llbcration.

Instcat' of eha.rponing the C'cbat c on thc thcory iurd pra,cticc of I'lX

alrcl our aptu.;[ Hor.k, tho Ten(1cncyrg hlnts and nuC€ce 1eaC. +hc cl-isoussLOn
ggg4 fr.:m tho koy potiticcr,l issuots, wlailc mekjn8 no conorcto pscposals.

.@i.
T"t so J shows n furthc? QonfiEion bctwccn thc quostion of to trhom wo

BhouLcl, ori cnta,to tho movcment, encl tho tactical mochflflisn by whioh rro
prl,rsic that oricrrta,ticn. As tho Lo8uo a coup1c of hun.lrod PcoPIc lto
ca::rnot hdpc to oricntatc to rrrcrkJ.n6 olasS ysuth as a, wholorr ( noto it
iE no+ rrwoxLlug @lass youth in stnr6'G'1c"). $o rfirst soch te,cticaL mcaa6

to ortcncl our f,ce,oh, our infLuonoo enC- our a,bility to win working clese
youth. Thc MOYII ts in th:is rospoct a, uFofu1 moodrs to enclr offcring
worlcing xl aser yout6 a, frarcwort( in which thcy ca4 Ina1." f,;fi!t"*f cxporl onooE

and l ea,rn ln s1nrg61s. ..

In aer+.,in lnstanccs, tho I'{oYu oa.$ot Boryc tha,t f\rnction - al-thor boG-
nrrso clomina,tod in an arcl ty I{, or - mo?c ra,roly - bcciruso ]ccy-laflcr€ of
milite.fit Jr,]uth lcfuso to join it. Wtt:,t o it is rcoeonablo that in suoh
olro:li st-enc cet r'Io uso Cx. #oups aE a mcans to orgrmiso zrrrd' cr-qcclop ycuth
contacts, it is rrlta:l thai t'1is ta,ctlo I'calty is usod 'rflorlblytr rathort
tha,n transfo::rnod Lnto a r{. glr} fortrnrlo for aI} oos'f,ions on(i aJ'I aroa6'

sc1 c c
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ft is rca"sone,blc to sa.y tha"t thro!.eh sr.tch .1:r:r-r-ps r.rhcro wc build- thcm
llo 6h6u1d sock to rrruin youtS to otlr poLitics aacl, d,ranr thqn rdth us into
tho stnrgg'1c6 tusi(lo thc lioBs l a.bour movcmcntrr ( r,ssuming tha* wo ousclvoE
In1r6UQ thoso gtrucJl cs
thsr). But to do this i
thoro rn:st bo a Dolitic

re,thor thazr u6ing tho witc
n praotioc rnca&s that c'\rcn
a;t fla-ht to trln tho youth

h-hurrt to pitfuC"ra.vr fYo6
trithtfq tho CX groups

to an uaclcrstaniinr of
tho imporbanco of thoin i nvo1vomcnt ln tho l.IOYId zurd' thc rurion6. This is
xrot bcce,uso r{o o,ro rrsubstitutlnglr tho IOYII for wortcing class youth rras a
whol'orl, hrt bco'aueo we rogrrd- thc IIOYU 6111Cu thc wor.lf, r,ro ca,n do throtgh it
as tho most roar1l1y, avail abl o tartical moo.ne of rcaohing bro acl laycm of
'so rlng o1a.6s Jtouth ] Onco acf,in tho log:1o of tho Tondqrcyre fozr.nrlations
16 to orcct a, basie for Eoctarian abetontion frour tho strugglc in the }OIM
aflcL thus to mtss out on irnportaat a6poct6 of tho polttioal clcvcfolrmcnt of
our fouth Gonta,otB .

tm crid 1et t
Poj-nt. B of tho llcnC,cncy pla,tform rmtorg into now rcalms of politiceJ'

confirsion. llhc obllgtrtion upon ovcr:r oommunist to givo unoonc':itional
Bupport to tho cicfoncc of s.nti- j.mpcri.:I16t fi8htcft a6'ainst tho attl.'rks of
tho Lr,rpcria,lists a c1 +hoir agcnoios bcoomos o',1ta.rrgl od rri+h tho notiofl of
efwlns nnq4-tiq,et suppont - lrldoh ls nor,rhcrc part of thc Loninlst trarlitlon.

ft is ind.ood. in marlcccl oontrast to tho insistoncc in CJ.a;uso 6 upon
ragicl c1q16"p1,11on bctwcqr our olass pofltios aacl tho politlos of pctty
botlrgool.s SemlniEm thr,t thc l[6rrlqacJr a,ppca,r to opposo arly suoh class .:

critc:nLon in our opplsoach to tho politics of potty torgcoLe nationa,Lism.
Ycg, comra.d.oE, I.rc a?o obligcd to sta,ncl for tho clcfonoc of thc rcptrb-

11or.zr fightcr*t no wo aro not obligccr- to ctrdors o thclr aptions a;t euny pa.rr-
tl-cuIe,r. point. Yos, oomrr,cr,os, wa Egg! etand fitttr agttlnst tho mcclLo, r,uttch-
-huntcrs e,rt'cr- thoir cr.lnios in thc labour movcmchtt but no, +hlE d.o oE not
Dce& lfs shotrlrl dony thc Eoa:L c alxdl roe,otiona.qy GonBcquc'rlocs of oomo of tho,
astions of tho rcpu licatrlB. lrc critioigo thcso :rptlons from thc standpoin]t
oft r1n 1it.r to atl.vnno c thc I 6' and fYom thc stanclpoint
q{ _!1c 11is!. ealc'q in

Tirc etratc6X' of tucrtrllIa,iEm orrurot ba so ncatly s cpa,ra.tcd from thc
tartical xnothods lt a,Copte, or th c taoticatr +a?gotg it sclcct6. Thrrcugh ..

both rrrflE tho politica;I mcthod zurc'- a,?p&.rch of potty bourgoois na,tionsjlism.
Hho* 6hou1c1 bc spcllcd out is (f) l,Ic fir€t ancl forcnost oppoBo lrltish

irnporir,,1lsm1 a6c1. clcfcncl thc opprcesod Ca,tloio mlnori.ty end thotr sttu.grJ ot
wc blemo thc '\rioloncc upon tho opprossion tlcgr zuffcr' ( 2) Uo Etr'.ntr- fourr-
Bqu.,ro opposod to any a,tt arks by tho Brltish or Ilr.sh bourgcotsioe upon
thc stn:gg1os of tha rcpubll.cnal movomoatl (3) Wo mobl1i6c to thls offcct
son6lBtc:rt1;r in tho Britigh uorkcrs t movcrnont a,nd oombat tho ahalvinism
of thc l a,bour fsrcaucraoyg., (4) In s contcd wc o:.prcss orr political
assossmcltp and. ort+icisms. ff ,.ppro aohoat from +hiE rtarting point, ar$r
a.tt crnpt t6. portre.;r thc Loaguete positions on Ircland &E npaoifistE coulcl
ho oa,eily disprovod:'.

Pl a,irfly tlrcro haryc beqr 8.rticIos in SX whish !0a.hy oomradcE fool hovo
fa.I1en sho rt of, this. Thc Tcnt',o1rcy coBrorr-o6 havo latchcd on to a qucstj.on
of wldo ocnccrn in tho nnovarqltt, and ono wholo ortrqna oa?o iB ncccl,cd if,
wo aro to hol(i, a line bctrroqr ta.iI-onding tho ropn.blias! loadorship on
tho onc sid.e, €'JId socte;rian or pocLfJ.st clsm1noiatlong on tho othor. Tho
probl om ls tha,t - as on svc?Ir othcr i6gr1o roiscd so far, thc fonclctrcy Irar
Iltt1c to say - qrcl mana4cs in its briof atatqncnt to gct th5,nge rnong.

Po:manont Revo
fhc i'1al.vina6 clobe;to ghor.rcd. that thcro arc Lar6o numbcrs within tho

tlSX lcoo,n to clcfoncl S thc mothod aad eptrit of Laninr s. +hoorX' of Impo:rialiemt
aad c1 v61sp this in thc sontort of thc poet-w:',r porl.od. Suoh a. pogitior is
not T.niquo to tho llondqrcy. What diEtitrgulehce tbc ei pgra,to r'5- oe of tlre
P1r',tform is tho,t thcy scep to aclooiy'l cc'go no ncotr' to 5o ,bg$ Esnints
contrJ-trutions .tn thc toplor iued. thoJ' oombino thie with thoir owlr rcec;ing
of th.o qonccpt of P crmr:ncnt Rcvolution.

o
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On thisi tho Ecndeacy is c)sfrencly nislca,C.in a. fhey t o1], ugr
Itrtro 6cc thoso ( onti-lnnpcrir,list ) BtnrCCJ os os procoerlin c uithin the

lYam cworl: of ( cnrph a,'."r'icd, ) .
Such a st wo cfu.]' fe,lluro to 6B:1.6p tho moa.ning of

Trotslcyls thoorr', whicb offors not.a" pa,ssive frem cwo rkrt to orpl r,in tho
spontr:alcous ovo1Ution of stirugclcE, but cn a,otivo s+fotciar fo:r rsvofutloniatE.In gcnc:'eJ t
of fo:rna.I in
ra,cli cejL bourgoois ozr potty bor:?gooiE rcgimo balcl|lood procariously betwcorr
thc povror- of tho massoe, ofl tho ono Bieo, eJlrl inporialisE ancl StaliJligm on
tho othor. Thoso.. stnrggl cs havc -pg!, procccdcil ttin tho fraeowork of Peatanott
Rqvolutlontr: nor, in thc abs onoc of. Plotekfist partios of -Iy approei ablq
Eizo .JId influonoo, will thcy d-o Eo.

Our fi3if, fo:r thc coilooption of Pcira.Dont Rovolution is not to p:rovide
a moro Er,tisfa"ctory analysig of cvcnts, hrt to equlp thc prol qtari a,t of
tho ba,ckwr.Jrl oountricB. rdth tho 1e.,c1crEhip, proc?t.r.mo arnd e,wa.?crnosg of,'
tho nccd to trkc tho I caCotrship ovcr poasolt turd potty bourg€ctle forccg in
a combine(l st:xr6a1o for tho couplctioa of dqilocratio tasks sirnrlta.noously
Itrlth soola.List trcvolution.

As tho Traneitional Prografimc in Toit.e,yl s C1a,es Sttrtgil-lo pointe outt
[Tho Tra;neitional Programmo oorrcotll/ l aJrE strcss on tho cruoi,{l ]" c.l!-ing

rbl c tha.t rmrst bo n1.a,;'66 1rr. tho 6truga.1o of thg colonial zurcr- ecrni-colonial
corrrltrics bJ' tho prulctariat. trutsky 61trrs this up in thc forrmrl a of pcru
mrmcnt rsvL-lution. Bet in tho 1lg5t of op?ortunigt intorpretatlong of thig
tboory 1s tho post wa.r porlod., we lnl1st qrphEisis o that ther tort poruaaert
rcrrolu,tl-on ls not iln arly fis,y e, pe-ssivc d,cscrigqt$ of an .rrtomatl.o proce6g,
ro,thor it is o g@lgflI to ho a,ppli od antl fou5bt. f,o:g'in pro,ctioo ty tho
tulldina. of TrotBlryist pnrt5.os in cach c.Ec.tr

[]ro mein opponcnts alc of corlrso thc potty ,:ourgcoie no,tionalists,
rcfonnists a:nr'- Stalinists Hho gech j' e$ris cr€c thclr orrn vori oty of 2-Bte.€s
(or hal f-oompl otod) r'wolution.

Bhcro aro of coulso othcra r,rithin tho I{SL who pour scorn on the rcl ovorrco
of Ponna,ncnt Rorrolution in Latin Amcrlca, whcrc fonnaJ. politioa;l inclopcn,-
c-'.onao o1earLy oxiete, mrl whcro - ln tho caso of Argontiaa - tho sizo .uld
influcncc of tho po.,saatry mey bc ncgllgiblc.

Thesc comrad.os forgot thot tilc moc"cl of rcyolutionaJ:f stttug8l o. on thioh
Trotsky constnrctod hls thooqy rr.,s SlcJggqglr jgagli.g}lg! -Bggggg. tTto
contc}n+ ofl thc thoory wa$ a6 a prograrnrnc to ccrrn+crposo to tilo advoce,tbe of,
tuo-etagoe. And this aspoot.too is a.pDlioe,b1c in Ar6;ontinal l{hor@ yo5,rg
of c'.ida,torshlp havo AoubtloBE rairforcca iLfueionB smongpt Eootlons of
tho worikc r.s I movorno[t as wcll r:s tho urba,n pctty bdulgccls forcoe (rJ.I
politioc y domina.tcc'- bJr PoroslBt n,-'.tionaJisn) of ths poesiblltty of a
st&blc ttc'-crgrocratlott Ar8ontina,. K c5r to .thc 6trug,:1c for socLalism m'-st bo
tho tr'cvclopncnt of. a prol ct ara.in 1c.,eorel1ip ce.p:'.b1c of forging a prinoiplod
prograrnme combining rLcmocratio a,nd' tri'msitlo1131 ..cme.ndE1 rmd C,ogigri.ed
to rnobiliec bohlnCl. ths iEollciug cl- a.s s tho inost radiooil scotions of thc
urba pctty bourccoisLc who might otho:nlisc prn'rri C.o tha foiit"og fog the
[domocra,tio'r pos{;1,.rin.SE of thcPcroniet Ic.r'-crs . .

Yct in thc baJ,d .m.d pa-sslvc fonTruLe*ions of tho Tcnicacy rro he.vc notlr-ing''
bu.t aonfusi'1n i oonpoureod many timos ovo:r bJr +hoitt rcforetrcog to Palcstino
uldor thc [rcacl{ng of Pcrmrncnt Rovolutl.on zurcl tho faot th.,t thcS' 1ry 1'"
molco Bu?ptrrt for'thc TILO position ( ond, inrlcccI thc 34g14rr .Eg:.lqLLt
lisll poeition) lnto a rrl[czrdcnoytr' positlcn. Isonioa;l1y, thc cxtromcl.v priBltive
rosofution lihich thc qomr.-dcE. notually tr,bl et'- 611 P.L ogtinc for P.,rt I of
tho oonfcrcrco shorrcd th.t tho Gomrndcs 1rg a- lotrg r'my bchind tho positione
nrrivod e,t lact eu,'uircr \r thc l,]SL me,jortty eni- TILC i,e c; rrhoLc.

Stali4lsm: o, worjl d toc.E:
sta,tcmcnts. of, positlon
y Pl..tfom. Thls

orhe, a.nti=imp ori..f i st etnrg5loe h.-.vo boon heltgq e..t thc s+o€o
clop cncleno c, a,ncl th c so:rso1 l-da.tio:r of powo:r b5r a molo or loss

111o eubstitution of vaGlrc gorlcralitice for olqtr
ro.€hos r{cl-lculou6 lcvels l.n ola,r'.so 1O of tiro Tonc1. sro
pa,ra6ra,ph alono - corning a,ft or TcrrcicncJ. comrarr-eg he;rrc raj.sod g of tho
iBBuos, Lcast of all Ka+rlarchoa - corr1cl. potcntially gpql 9P o. vogt politica;f
rllsousiion on Sta,lLneirn. But nc gct tho improsslon that this ig not trhpt
tho oonro,clos aotuellJt r.rasl't - honoo tho ekctcSy rofcronocs .md ovasiisn6 -
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Thcy tlror.r in thrcc o.rmplctoly c'.iff,crcnt c:ter.lpl,cs of problcms on thc
sLogan of rrsclf-il-ctcrrninationrr in rcle.tior to Stn^linism iq,e_Ei4glq_S94tq99l
Polhp,ps this is bcci',usc thc oomr-.rlcs rrish to spcrr pcl-itica;l Cisa.grecmcnts
iu thoir or.rr r."nls, zulc'- thcroforc rcstniot thqrsclvcs' to uttcring supposorlly
progncurt phra,s ce rathcr tha.n positLons.

On Polanc1, for: instanoc, E,omo cclcs within tho Tonrl cy ta,lco a far moro
hostil,p Linc tha.rr othcra to the lcarlerghip nncL thc reLical wing of Solid-
..rTro6c. 0n Afghaarld.ta.tl it sooms *he,t - from pest positions - somc crlos in
tho Bonclonoy wouLrl a.c'hraJly -g.gpgg!. t[o initinl Sovlot lnvnsion EL6 wo1]. a.E

now opposing +hc 1'8thc1ra,w.[ of trr:ope. On Kcuopuchca, tho a.t''.voca,t oe of rrtrrcops
outrr i'.nd ttsolf dctor:ninationtt a;ro in goncral tormB EIg likcIy to bo oDDononts.
of .thc So'\ri ct rnithdra$aJ. from Afghenistan. Tho Bcsttonce, in short, Coce
nothing to aclva.aco tho dlsous€eto! on StaIiBiEm, .md, appcGrs slmpl-y as a
faiL od mastorstroLo of ttriplomacJr.

tILC anrl dcmocra.tic oontr:Jism
Claarsc 11e lilco itB prcC:ccesgol'€, i6 c-r'ecoptivcly

[hc first ssntonco bIanfly 6ta,tcg thr,t tho Tcndrncy
dation to d.fc "as p:roposod by thc ltallan aflc- Anoric

aacl iruooorrous
supporto thc t
an cd-ee at the
tha"+ m€etifls

Iy worrLec1.
ra.ns forr-
Dccqnber.

vrrrs th..tTILC confercncotr. Bu whot th acttl 1 oscd. a"t

from now: . r c16c t
c6t cturc

to d/c in IITLC I

o cf- thc cIo 1 - throc or. four rnonths
wouL C' 1 a faotio I1 tin for o ,qmovaL o

thc tC Ic
Ino cr Horcls thc fcndcncy i5 l end.lng its support to an ultimatum that

lto movc ahcrd to d/c lEtho"t amy stopE tor+nr<le politiceit clariflca.tion:
discuBsion or -IceBt of aJI h-mo 6oncity bctuc crr tbc Croups of TILC bcLtrg

6COn AE a Prcroquisit6 f,o? 6uoh a ('lcvcLctrh1cnt. FaJ from bcin3 rcasona.blo,
such a p1?rl i6 rldicdlouB lndoccl politio.\lly

"r*i6ic1ail 
for TfLC, fihiah

wcuId. bc a uni fi ccl t cnclenay in nadno otllY and Ei, Eitting. cluck for our polit-
ioal oppouonts t zra:4 tho I cnacncy Egg it iE rldJ.ouLous. For thosl to clcclarc

( t ) tarr,i eri to
a.n:J'

d/ c"
att cmpt t,:,
ls trnrrc hXrpocrisT.

oroi,tc ondless' or6anieatlonal rurd politioniltba,t "uo rcJoct

Bhc comraiLos 1gro1, th.* onc of tho Prinoipo.l or6.m l.6ationa.l anC' Politicell
bn"r'ri ors to d/ci € thc brc c1o f thc US antl thc hiajhly quostiorro o

abl c intcrlla,l rcti.mc Hitllin hc Amoni caar eccti,on a broakdorm whicb vro

not onlly d"ict- not crca,to, ru.-t dicl evcryrthing in our poffcr to Prcvont, r,nr1

a rcc,l-r,lc whicb wc ha,vo Prcs s c(:l_ to f ofonir,
+lcal and. orgnniBetions;l barri or

Thc oomra,C.ce tha.t furthor polil€io!,
s tho fact tha"t tho Amcriban arLcl, Ita,lien soctions h.'vc

fajleo.
and tho

chosq]. to molrlt a f\i1L-so"il o Politlcal. offcnsivo rr,gainEt the lcadcrghipof

thc i'lSI , bra.rT cling uE rr,6 rrr61fisi.rnls+srt, o'u.rr itrt ofll.jl, roGimc aE 'rsta,Iinigtrr,

iurd. scs]cJ.ng to intc]:\Icno not onlY PolLtice:IIy ( whioh is thoiI' It,ght) hrt
or sa,t a-I in thc l{SL through tho Ie$nohing of an intcrnationajl

o
cnclcnoy in TIL0.

To su6iaoBt tha,t sucS politlca-;l di ffcronccE trpa,)-c into insi8nifica&oo
lccsic',c thc yar^ming dlffcrcnoos within tllc I'FL Einco fu6io:1rt is pll:rc nonE'ongo.

Thcrc is no sompongnt of ths l'lSL tha.t I lsrovr of r+ho opcnlY chara,ctcriso

thc whol c }cc'r]orshiP of thc i.troup as nrcvisionist$ d3d n$16f,i1ist o If

thorc wcrc, it wou.].rl eoriou Ely quogtion thcl:r fiItuIc momborshlp of thc

o"g.aisation, 6inco past ca?cricnoc has 6ho$m that thosc who u6o 6uch

oxtrcmc tcrns ln iatcral.;I dciba,tce roi,;o,rd thc la,bel of n3q'vlstonlgtrr

stta.ohorl to dhc l. ca"dcrshlp a'E o political nI iconcc to klIlrr 1 flouting
thc oonstitution, 1yIng.1e mano ouvl'lng rurtl -i-n 6cnor.j[ e oo]iln8 to sm!,sh

ra,thcr thrr,n bui1C. +ho oxganj.6tio!.
It is pr.cforrnrll y rc g'rctt a"bl c the,t tho ft&IiE!,rcs tlnA AmolLor'rr6 anC. nov

slrqr +bc Da&ie!: Gomrar:136 havo rcsor+cC, to suah teminalory in thel?

t!,isouEsion of Ai ffctolcc I wi th tho I'ISL ' I t P1 a'in1Y lrlddcatce tha,t rrnl cse

lrc aJo to stand- on thcir hoJs thc founclin{i Pr1noip1c6 of TILC , e,nd- advooa.tc

diBciplinod unitY uith rcrrisioni;tg atrd' StaJ'lnists thcrp oan bc.no D :sls@c

or n br,s s fof, eborrt tem anitY in a Gommo ne/c tcndcnoy. To

cst aifl ish 6uch a b.,als rvc woul d nood in ths coureo OI (LisousEion cithor to
o1'

Gonvinco thc comrado6 tha,t thcir charaPt ories,tions of us ''fc.
thoy worrld rrcc{ to rcmovc thc Dbr.rrkrrrPt'r lo.rd.oxstlip of TILC I{SL

t



ancl. idstal a, Ic.r':orshi? to thoir s i'.tisfa"ction. Thoy-rpp car to bo int cnt on

ttro eocond- courso of aotion r"Jhcr *hn'n thc fir6t' This is ovcn moro tmfott-

lnrna,tc nhcn wc rccsgsiso tf'r".t fon tho nost prrt thc offcn$ivc $'agccT bJr tho'

Rl.lL lcsJ-crshlp e{i.tinst t b; I{SL lca''r'orEhip h''5 besn oonrluotod o$ a ron-Po1-

itI"IJ.; *nzro-ouori=t ta-sis] crcsiSnorl- in.no we'1' to cIarlfl" issucs but eimply

to oroa.tc s.n'J.itions to divicl'o tho }ISL '
To bmsh th esc probl-ci] nsiOo ancl- clcroe'nd tha't r'ro simplJl piooccd' to sct

11p tfro ia.oa.do of 'en*o.rotl" c crrtrat lsnt' i.s to roeolvc +gj!r!€s eurcl mako no

$orio'us coutritnrtion tottii *o*n"trrrrction of thc EII Tho $onrlcncy odes who

vrish tc scc prEg?osE to*"ag-t"/" 
-ororrrc- 

co b-ctto:r to add:rees- thc'rirgervcs to

flrrthcrlnc trrc polttioii e",t"*t wittrin [flc' which curucn1W rcstg r*
tho most ru<limontary r ioi; -ifto nit aociincrnt- 6ritictstng J9 tM 

1s !f o':lt j'cles

on Sooiallsm *.r lorooiioli i." """*nf 
ti rofcm to tr:-o d a'sk of rqrolutionorLsg'

as to rttalcc ovgr tho u{"l"oi' - 
- 
srrotrfni tirat tho odee havo yot to gra'sp tho

* 
ii""i6"*:itlrt*on rn11ich wc put to thc Deccmbor mectilrg of rrlc rccog'-

nlscd tha.t tiro politicai-en.r orio:riao'+1ona1 probl cms e'rc rccJ' igsueBi it
6pc11o.1 o't1t a plb jccto.iti.otntio for cii6otlssions auccl- the rcsol-ution of
prololc",n ivr nordcr t" ;;;;-;;;sitic oonciitions for c/o bv a'tunn.19g3'
&moala,toly aftor vc o'-optia ihr,t rcsolution wc boce*ac awarc ' the"t tho LoR

aarcl RIJL woro irrtcnt upon'door1r1ng .' i,tcrr,otiotol t cnd-g,rrcy" I{o- d'td cvcry-
thing possiblo to tqito C'iesurdc thorn firom tlrcir Gourso, which hag boql
,o"r."i" practico trp io nothing but. irapcdc a4r1 c'cre'{1 '{$r Eof,ious procc6s of

1]

d-igcuesion ruxl .'.cvclopmcnt of TILC.
It is now otrl,ou6 thot thc onJ.Y' roaeoa TILC ha.e not $.ctually Eplit is

boc.jus o thc Ri'lL and IOR cd,aE wi6h to contirruc t hoif a,tt cmpte to intcrvcne
into tho ttrsvisionis+FL cd.rt ra.nlc a-rltl filc of thc WSL,. Comrades cao dcnf this
only by irotiying clrcry avoi lablc fe.ot. From suo6 a sta,:rting point 1 to tako
tha clccisiozr to oeta.tlish a/o $hioh is ir cffcct to sqn&uct a.n int crtrationaL

But thorc is uo way forrr:cl in TILC or. any intcrna.tioaejl . wo r unlcsa wo

r.ocorpiec tho ncad. for poLitioal a4roomcntl rmrtunl. r4spcot cnd., thc cle.qifl-
oe.+ion af rliffcrcncos as tho baBis for soulc.c. unitJ" EIgEi4IIrlI.1€.
tho Ei ct c modt C Lvo vi cw of +ho tt r,turcrr ril1_ forrndodrr

IC fusion d thc u::rosolvcd t ceI ro cras i t Crca,tccl- who now most
aclvoO to arr cv(,h morc D?crn trrro e.rrcl. o r.lb1 ctn- sn fusion at int c$-

ffrs,a9! - rvouL cr" bc pu.ro Lune"oy.
fficn fILC wa.s fcrmod in Dcoorobc:r 19?9, with ca.ch of, thc politicc'I comp-
oncnto a,pp?.rcrrt11' 611 " oo:3ycfffl.nf po1itrioeJ cours o 3tld our a#?concrt aoulyf-
tt.iscovcrocl, ,c g".vo ouds-ffi yonrs to tcst th..t 1iro91o"1 in Proctioa,
anrl bc ccrtain {hot thcrc wo.e o pofitioal founclatLon for tl/o bcyond papor
reeo].utiolls. Yct nowr rtith nc$ rliffslq4g.gg h.",vlng cmorgea in tho last 12
months e tbo RtrlL, IOR- and TAF rlcnounoinE-T[c I'ISL ].caC.cIEhip aE "ro1ri$ionistrr',
oaC. r+ith Lcss sigT the"n ovcr that thosc diffcrcnooos c.^a bc,rceolvcrlr tho
Tondoccy arlvooe.tEe thef vrc movc -iryg!4&.g1 to cste.blieh. d/c in the sunmar
o:r (iir-tirmn of thls yoeJl

Thc proposal i6 not scrious s lt is a,n att crnpt to cnList the ulc"cr6t a,[dE]blo
fr.ustra,tione of cx,.-IJSL cclcs qx5r5' a,t thc problc',ns in TILC a;r'-',. kccn to blane
thosc crrtircLy on tho Iceclo:lship of tho ar-I0t.

fhc imFll-6o tor,re,1c1s intcrtra.tionajlism is a, ffurd-amcntalfy hcrlthy imprlso
{rflon86t olrf oomred.c8, a4c1 a powcrf\:I frcto:: iS shaping attitudce towe"rd-e
1cnr16rship. It ie o#y to symper,thiso rii"ith ccl,est fnrstrotione,s it is poE6lb1y
oven mo?c fsustre,ting to havc to carrXr tlmcugh t ho day-tG-c1.8,. acl$fuistrflitlvo
wort< of IIILC rceJ,ising that thc::c is Ii+tIc oh.'dloc of scrious Aisqr6aion on
the aocurrcnts wo r'irr,ft or'i, positlvc eppro.,ril to tho work nt thc ncrt moctLng.

ron,I
nat ona:L l-cv

[Ite piobt c',ns of IIIL0 cannot bc btrlf r'o zcd asill.o, csca,pcd of, Jumpod- ovor;
thcy rrust be confrontccL, arguoaL oui; e,nc1 a olcar basl6 fo:,ia

I'Jod<cr3s t Govcrrrment
fho .liffcrsncc ovcr thie qu

bctwoc11. a propafmdist all(L a.n q"

proccsB of putting t hoi? vi qr,

d./o h.lnrncred out.

cstion as ect out in C1r:;trso 3-2 a,ppcars to 1o
gltr.tioneJ. a,plproa"ch to tho 61oaan. Br'rt In the
tho Tonc"ency suosoocl ilr 1nd1'qc.uoin8 Fn} ol- o-
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In isolation from tho klnrl of raaee stztr66l cE which rnakc oo1ucl,1s of a*tlon
I concr.eto possibiLity posed' in roaJ. l-ifc a,g va rnceJr6 to C.orrolop tho fifilt,
howwor, noithcrr the fi.rs eC. I,EL (aor indced tho o1r1 tISL) ha.s nad.o a fctish'
out of propoga.ndi sing fol lhsrn - a.ay morc thafl Hc rs,isc c\rcl.}r c'ky ab6+ract -

calls for a gcncra,l strikc, r.ror{.cfs I mtlitt:r or rovolutionarTr insumcction.
It is ln this scnsc that thc foJ.lordng panagre,ph of thc Sll sta.tcmcnt cxplaincd
tha,t rvc C-o not oounto?poso oiJ.lc'" for courcLlg of e.ctLon to thc existing
EtnuACl o s' nBut to countc?pogo tbc f uL1 rcvolu-tl,orF.ry pro8romrne of a statc basod
on vDrlicrs counoilE (siol) to thc actual, polltioe;l proccsscE. $i{hin tho
a.ct!-.l l a.bour movamcnt Ls to rnalcc tho rwolutionnry pYbglrammo omp+y words . n

fhis c]-o eE not .( a.s hswc1l/BrsvrclT/Jonee a.bzu'rc'J5' olailr) 'trcioc+ thc

,

pcrspcctiv
stnrgr;1ett r
a.sita,tion

c of propeganQa. for a workcrsl gov
tt DO n t

crr:mont b&Borf on Drg.-lns of
ft ei-mp1y C.r:oal.ros that ous

rooos#cs bf Btlcugf,lc within tho

ll

will c gcarod t6 tlo cloping p
woC<orgt movomcnt in t6c wa{r tbd l'ni[ h&s a;[i,!aors Conc.

But thc Tcsdcncyt s forrrnrla,ttoas suggost th r',t t'hey aro turirin'3 thcir baclcs

on this motko .1g, aatt- making propagaada thcir maifl prcocorpation. Thoir ( pose-
ibly oor:rcot) ca.tcgDrio rcJ oation of, thc $,ottccrg I lpvcrz[:rcnt aB a rrnccesgarY

etag'o or str.tcgto 6,oai[rr Lo ooupl od r,rith a stroag hint thot 1n most oond'it"-
Lons tbcy r.rou1C. not cvcn arlvoca,tc it as a tacticejl slog:mr rrlltris clocs not
idpl-y tha,t r,rc shoul d not raisc the sloga,B of a wod.c"€' govo:mmcnt a,t

ps s6n6ilcro('- t..ctlell-lg-a4E9prt1gLg
bc, r'rc arc hot to1d9 Prczumr,b1;' it

Ef)gqifjc pointB in the cLass Etruggls
clnprr Co.*oa;. llhcn sush in6tsrceg me,y(

r.rouf.C. oxcludo tho. prcscnt perioiL'
Tct Trotskirte vicvr in the [P was vcry c.i ffo:nent. DlstlngBishing bctwoon

thc trensitioaiJ. C,cme,nci fo! a wotrkor€. Sovcrrunsnt ond tho Sto;tirtEt conccPt

mortary mistako vrhieh qucstiong how scrious11, tho lssue he,s bocn cliscus ged-Ttrc gocond. s.cylt e1loo procl aimE tha,t IThc c1lc161n lnt of our .prog?FJnmc iesovietsl hot o r,rot'kcrs I ilDvcrrmcntrt Yct t6o orotming lroln
8po

ftriunmO s a r"rorkcrs t 5,ovcrmncatr th ctariot.
ffi tho

roun.1. chal L cngc to thc pow6r arcl prolsofor wo elg I

o\ri cts aro a, mOaars t.-) achl ova tha* ob jooti

soqi ets . .. crowrls thc pru-

@lass J.h a.n aJI-

ogf,tr of

s, that is tho dlcte,to

t of our full pro-
of

ve., not a,n L11Gcrmim prol ctarie,t discovcrccl to its aost in 191-&191g ruhon Eo!:i otsfolttioail1y ctrominr.t oc1. bJr thc E ooiail clcmo crat s qlorgo.l aIX ovor tho countz5rlonJ.y to betra,y thc rcvoLutLon.
Ehg Tcnclc.n cy I s blunclcr eu"i s cg flom a, misrcadilg of tho. Trsnsl tiona,l pro_gr.ammc, whibh in fant sta,tas that rllho eIg?afimc of tr3.;nsi tiofla1 c1,os11716lg . n.
Inrv is this? Bccc,usc, says TrotElcy, thc so1riotE rral9iso only at..the timor,&cn thc ma,ss. movcrilcnt entcrS into aJI opqrly rcvoLutLonarXr .st6go If thcfa,ctory cornirLttco croatce duail poflor ln, tho facto4r, thcn tho Eovicte initis*e-a pcriod. of dual po?re? in thc oour+rTr. rt
Tho clynamic wlthin 6arh of the tra$6itiona,1 ecm€uds Ls prcoisoly towa.rclstire oonsoLicla.tion of +hc fEghting etren6gh of thc worlklng

,
gr,tivcs of *ho ca,pitaligte ancr, tho fi thtBut the goal in vicw is rorkcrg I oowor Dral powort sel f obJ octivo.rlDual powcr Ln- it 6 turn LE tho cuJ-mi na,t5.ng point of the tra,naitionajtPorioil'Two rcgimo6 t5e bourgoois orrci tho prolctarlan, 8.rc ificooncilably

s not ini

t
opposcd to oe"oh othcro Conflict bot rveq: thqn is igovita,b] c ... In tho sas eof victo:y, tho povrcr of tho Eoviot r€hip of, tha. p:rcI-ctaria,t anC. tho s ocia:Ll.st xoconstnrcti (rp. )Is this iLcnicd W any substantlal cl edqrt in thc I,.,SL? If so thclr vicw
hae not bcen opcnly argucd.. E\rclr If $ro look at the most c1i1ut eC, and vu1 gr."ris cd
et at crn cn fi1c'.o to thc rrrorkorE I ipvcrhmqrt thc statomcnt o.rloptedty SX r.rc finrl thoro tho foL1or,rlng pilre€z.aph3

rrElvcn urcl.ctr a workore I govcrzmcnt I the wortcLng cIr,.ES itsclf uoul cL oIL1y
so::vo atrcl protoot it e ow:r intcrcste Sr or$'Ilising itsclf c/ut6ic'lo thc rhyttrl:lg
nortrs anC, constrain ts of Pnrll amorta,qy lo1Itice, c:cpnnding its fa,ctoqy shop
st cwarcls I cornmltt cc,s, oomblno oonrmtttccB, tracl,cs colt-ncLls ctc, anc'. croa.ting
ncw astion sommittcee, to bc a.n industriol po}rcr tha,t coulC. as nccoss.,J:r
clispcnso vrith tho Parl,l amcnt a,ri ans . h,

t of our a.tti

on of sooiotyr will a,riso.n
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revoluti
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a,6 a r! s-ba.ge rr to -tl1e oompLetion of the- socialist
o.ri irr"i'ti"y "...+ransflz:n it rggiirisej9'
rr"'"rri"f baril er upon its Path'tro11t

"ro11-ti
into t

D cra,tiG tls o,nd t

it

aonqlr.cst of powcr. n

Bctweql tla"ot.kyr 6 GL ea.r 6en6o of tho neett for aa gELlgE!!tsi*l .9*flrcu*
!1 pollticail fight itl ;;;-*;"; or€a'nisa'tious of the aes' aad his oonfi-
denoe that tactisal 

" 
*" "-*irror- 

tf,u"a-p"*o"aained scbcmaE : is tho
r.#-- .*J 

"trt" -rur,aLoyt 
" 

-ti.ii, - 
uo"-tT tan fo:muIa*i ons 

' 
ihcoxetloal,

blundere arrtt proPagandi"t l"id+"tioa'tho gap is obwioug ' Tqlaqloy stlpp-

ortcrs Ehou]-d. tlritr thc apprupriate conclusions'
c st c

Thcro i6 no ol ca.?er tcetimonS'to the 6eotari an a,nd Gor.fusod d'iraotion

of the fondcnoY r 6 ?olitios a^trd its fallurc to grasP ;t5o traaFltionajl
mcthod thea lts rcforences to dqnocr a,tic dcmaerdE jg Point 13-

Rcail 1ogioeJ1y, It aiEcards e€:itation for dc.rnoora,tic tlqnandg. Yc*

this attitutto i6 out of kGY $rith Trctgkyr s apPloach aod rtitk tha+ of
'thc TILC dosumon* tho odea aI r.iu to uphol d the [P iTCS.

Trotslqy insistcil in thc TP thats
rrThc p'rcscnt cpooh is distlnguj-ehc& not for thc fa'ot that it frcce

tho rcvolitiono-r:r partyirerom dayltr6-1ru workt -tut beoa'us 6 lt pcnnlts
ttrls uorlc to'io lo*rfoa on-inafl"ofutf;' witt'+fro actua'l ta'skp of the
:revofution' 

i;ho o1d trininimalrl dc-ma,ndgthc Ef docs no:L d.isoartt tho progreanmc of I
t o thc ao*fro-"6E6-il.f."g e havo f,rcscrvcd at lcast part of their ."ital
forooiul,ncle. Indcfatigablye it dcfcntte tbc tt'qlocretia rightd ellld' Eooial
conquats of thc worlcc#. d,i tt carx'i cs on this day-to-day worh rtthin '
the ftlamework orf tbo cor:tcct ao*u.ail; that i6 xevolutio[ary pcrEpcotille'
insofr,r as tlo o1d, partia.Il nfiinlmajl'r demande of the masses GLaEh tdth
ihe dcetnrctivo aa6l dcgradlng t c,::dc,nci cs of clccadent o aPl-t ait istrl - and til'g
oocure a,t c.r,ch 6tqp - {ttn m adTalrooe: a systel of trcnsiticrnefl d-cmands ' ' 'rr

It is oIoe,r thst on a rrhol o riurge of fmnts tho itofd mlnima,l dema-rrds n'

('urd. ;;; ;;;;; ;i;t,;i dcmantts - suoh as somenrs--rislt1 and-qar liberation)

"*irf ao prcserve in 1983 at':tr onst pert of thoir uit:'i[ fosoofulnosE' The

pcimc exarnpl es iuctced foou.s on tho voqy kintle of spcoiaI srpproesion '.. '
i*ri.ctr ttrc icndqrcy doo1a;res its corrrnidest to fight in Clauses I a.nd " 6.
otbors r.'Ege from na,tiona-1 self-d.etomina"tion tcp u-:rionLsatioa ?i6&t6t
.rral include stnrgglcs. againat a r+ld.o varlety of ,6tr',t€ rcplreesion.

To11 uE , oomrados r. ws,E the o1d HSf, r'rrong to campa,igr a€ain6* thG
trrtal utder tho offloiail secrcts Aot of Aubrcy; Boffy amd Carnpbel.F
Should we have not dqnanded. tha,t tho l-ast Le,Iour govonxmont rcpca;l tha"t
Aot - and- EirpLy r.Li6ed transitioa&l tlqnaattls? Or wero D€ not Gorrcct to
uss thc GaEe to cavltluct a ca{flp.,1gn sinnrLta.ncously on tho dornooratio
dos:,4d. ( sora,p thc a,ct) and. on thc 1ovcl of propagand.a arrtl' a€itation
against the st,'*c Itr.,.hing in gc"Icre,l?

Pl- a,inIy uo erorc rigfut t and thc Tcndqco;- i6 lrrong to disor' ss out of
ha&d .r&y bi'ittgo from tod.e"yt " oonsciousllcss to tho typo of tra$sitiona:l
d.iemaade- we ee6k to r]-evclops wc ncod fi orilUl to rcl.,te to a rridb vo;rl ety

catse on€ thing i e not to be doubted; erreur lf this higtiY
a Worke:re I fna::rlts!6 I gpve:3msnt 6ome$h6rEi and. dome)

rr. . .In a,rqr
Ile goes oat

improbabl e vaniaat
time beoom ee a realitY and the uorkers and- faYmers government in thc(

above msntion€d sem6e i6 e6ta.blished in faot; it wo,uL d repr65qrt oYlIY a

Ehort episodo otr the :road to the actual dlotatolship of the Prol etariat .

Eowgver ther€ is no need to indlug9 in guesssorks the
fa el.fg l- falrne?6 I e1tl'e al

d_

t dns a o O rrr
impogsibL e foresee what ui11.. be the concrete stageE of

the ?evolutionarSr mobili sation of the massgs. The soctiong of the EI shoul it

alitloalLy orient themsel a.Gh nel{ 6tag€ a.nd adva.trco Euih slogaurs aE
...It is

rciI1 aid the Btrivthg of the workels for independent pol.itioE t dceper the

olass st:rrggl e of thesc politics, dest:rcy reformist aqd. paoifi st ilrlx6iong,
strengthen the connoc4ion with thG massea r and lfiG?are th€ rovoluti on ar1r

ves at e
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of i6siroE fihiofi do not dircctly a,pp oarr in onr stradaril trprog1ammotr of trans-itional ilqnantle r or flt ltofl tho pogrelogias.
Tmtsky,polntcd out thats
rrrho BolFheelk-LeniniBt etaad.s in tho frunt-Ilnc trcachoB df €Llr klhdgof etn gglos, avqr whon thcy involvc onlJ' tho most moiloet ma.tcrtnJ_

:lntorcsts or dcmoora,tic r{ghte of tho lbrkLng olags.E
fho ncr.son i6 throofold. Qy auc6 Btrltlgglos wo ostabfj,eh o qommon rol a.tF

l'crrshlp of strugglo with tho llor.kcrs to tibon eo rd.6h to oricatatq - and thus
uin thci::r attontloa fo:r ourr polltioal am.JJrEi.s axld lcadorshlpt et tho 6a{0c
tinc wo ftght for or dofcndl dLc?oora.tlc fr.ghtE shioh a?c of valuo tc| u6
as lcrsolution$'ios BcoLIag to organiso in tho prql ctarj.at r and uhlch matordally
improvc thc lLvos a.rrd sondltiong of the opprossadg ard thirdly by f,tghting
fdr domoora,tic ilcmands we co,n boet srce,to oondi+ionE for florkorE to rocog-
niEo tho limlta,tlons of 6uoh po1!oj,e6, and. tlnrs advaaqo ths
consoiousnoBB of tba most militant LayorEo In thiE sc.lt6o o1l? a,pprbaoh foIlo na,
that of &rgol e on tho relationdhlp botwoe &lotlug Lqgal oqudl.t.llg folr
womon ?,ud the fight fo:c thoi.r soclal cq_u&lityr

"...the noooielty fol oeca.tlng =.o:. "ooiaf 
oqua.lity bctwoon tfuc1, aa

thc wa.y to tlb it1 will only be eeqr ln tho C1o.!r' light of fu.y uhon both
Ilos6cs6 leg:Ll1y complete cquaitltXr of rights. o

Iho liPtlt{S iE qulto expliclt on tho oonnoation bctwoet d.omoore.tic and
trnnsitional dcma.adet

nllflo rcalovrcd oriEig of oa.pitallsrn, a.itdeit to ite long-tertt eqononic fr,iL
uro6, h..l,vc r,roarrt tha,t j,ts su::'lr1v&I tlopontls moro aJlal mol:rc on thc orbsion
of ha.riLvron d.clrocra.tlo ftrcodens i:r tho impcri&list oountricB.

llhoso foate mcrrr that 
"cvo1ution.,?ioe 

aro obl l.gctt to givo aLomoor..tl,o :

d.o634ils (mccaom of oxp?os61ob a.nd orge.ni se.t ionp rroprceontatLvo eJootionE,.
rclcase of political prioonc?s, ctc) qubetaati&I proninonsc tn
E3fiulq. Such derra,ntls rospond to thc objcstlvo ncode of thc ma,ss mavcmcyr.U,
qnd aro tho:toforo ofton oa,pnblo of stlongly nobllising thc maegos,

To prwont thosc domcrdE bocoming o rrtlomocra.tio noogo fastqroil arourd
tho ncot af the Hor.l.ing clcse btrr tiro agcnts of tho bourgooieictr, rcwolutibn-
aFicE mls+ ftght for thcso dqratrtls ty linldbg thsm at ailf timcE with a
progrrlefno of dcmooratlo eetd. troneitional dcmands.'r

8hc point is quitc oIoe,r. l0o5r1 tho, he,vc thc Tqrdqtoy ronounocd suoh
a oornblna,tion cd dornooratto with tranEitionaf,. C.curiad.s?

Thc congoquonoe of tble Gan orfly be a B ootai!'i.! countcrpositloa of domo-
cra,tlo dcm;r,nd6 to +?a.neitionojl C-cmaaclgt in ple,oc of rgoognislnet tbo noctl
to li.I,k tho two. .And indc;:d cvon in tho b4of Po;na f31 thc odlcs Sivc t16

..tr ctrriDl c of suoh a f\rtiLc oor]ntct?osltionr
'r. . . thc oaJ.I for t polLao aqcorurte,bilityl ( a utopla.n rcfofttlst illusicm

und.or ce,pital_ism) ehould ncvor bo subetitutcd fo'. l,ortclrs t tlcfsnqc sou.,A6.rl
Polt+ioa;LL-v. this 1s tho oqulvnJ ont crf annomoing that rrtho. GeJl for

womc'rrt g oquaf fiv (n utopinn rofrnrlst illueion qaitcr oc.pitalisn) shoul d

rcvctr bc substl+uicd forls a @r',Eh ProgrerirEne' of Erblic wo?kE to provldo
fuo 2zl,-horurt ddld.oaro ri.nilcr wor[<c?e t mo.rra,gcrnclrtrr .

Iho dcmrurd-s a.t'c from tho rcvolutionary gtcsrdpoint not countcrPoe$tl
o? mltuoJ.fi/ cxclusivc dqnarrtlso lhoy do not cvon stend dt thc ea41c gttund.
If wo c{orc to cxoLudc from our progrFmmo ovcrlf doma.nd the,t le utopla,n undo:s

ce,pita;Li6m r'ro vould ha.vc lLttl'c lcft. t aot c 6 ocs
USL of c rrguhB

cto 1d c?61
o cal. f r 1 cc ao

oos uads. If thcrc wore,
n 1 t I

mattorast o

'rrouta to cxtrcmcl;r sorious.
Ttrc fazt is that thc utoPltutr dcnoorr.tlo dcma,nd for ?o11o c aooountr,bllity

ha,g a, l+id-c curroncy in tho Ia'bour 66vcrncnt o Itrorl tlo wc bcet cxposo its uto-
pLoa cha.ra,ot ort rad cdtrcato workors on thc rolo of tho stato? SimplY by
@untcqposlng a. comPloteLY dlfforc'lt dqn..nd. l*rlch hoade a"t a. complctc
taurgont? or W usl,nG tho 1cgr.timato rog cntmont and f,lustre,tio:l lthich fuolE
tho rr accorrnta.bil it'.r"r' ttomarrtl ts ebow ln praDtioc tho n?"tuL€ of tho Et''to
rnr,chiac and tho llmit a.tL'Crns of boqrgoois donoora6Jr?

In Hac}slcJr, aftcr nuoh alobator llo havc ad.oltcd, tho tntn dcmrmds t for a

o:3€ I lnquiqy lnto thc dcatb of Co1ln Boarhr -4-il99.' fof a,n offisi.,l
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insuil'y into thc crrcnto .,t Stoko I'i crv.ington Policc ste,tion. fhcy a,ro not
oxcLusivo. [I1c I'Iorkors t sovomcnt crn rrd rnrst corrduct thc propaganda oxor!-
ciso of collccting $hc inforrna.tion to .Esomblc r, rc41 piehrto of thc polioo
raoism and violqxco. in ortLor to rnobilieo thc m.,lEiiium cl''EB" action tn opp-
o6tlo)l to tho sta,to. 3ut in thc 5tr'rt881c to curb tho:rrbitrlrtr' powcrs of

ablc loesons on tbo e.Dtual:fimits of,tho cops , workcrs cr.n l oar-rn valu
borrgcois dcmooratio proccdurss. Nor tlocs oi thcr domand fo:r rics
cu+ a,orosg or nc oaB mu-l a.tancous st cfo r rrorkcrs I sclf f co

t raoiBt ?n fa.so Et oL oco thc strccts of East L tl
lho only pooplo . ia o llEilr Eookl.ng to oouatcrposc onc tYPo oi aoro",a

e scotartao
gn thet

for onothcr', or substitutc onc for a.nothor txo thc Esndency, uhos
rncthod would loavo ue o.t a oomploto tnngcat to thc tlrpc of carnpa5-

haE a,ctur,.1fy cnrptcd a:r'ouad tho Colia Roaoh crsc.
1[hc faot is that our pmgrarnmc i6 sonEtmctcd not aE thc Tcntloloy woulit

bavc us bol iorla rrprcoisoly :ls a br{.tIgo't from totla4ts conEtoiousnosg_ of thc
wor:d.ne cIa.ss. It iB ao+ plocisc a.t a1I: ra.thcr i{ offorE.g@Ll@t
r,4 e, lcncreil nrcthotl of lntorqrontion ln tho stfirg8l os of thc opproosod'
A1f toJ oftqr go not only nocil a rrbri6go to thc bridgott', lrrt $o,fLnd ogn-
selvoB Gompollod. in practioo to str'ug@e eimply on thc minimejl trado urion

"progt.r*o"- of, inecaioil wegoe, dofcarding unlon- righte or o=ietLrg. Jobs rund

Ee#ioes - antl sookiag _r,ttila' the.t ftght to Erise politioaL quc'tions alad

offcr L ca.dorship. Blii wltid-only bcoonc a. probl cm i.f thc Lca€uors lcdlorL
Bhip ucrro ttsolf to Jottisotr'tbo tremBitloaejl dqralrtts a'rtd mothod aacl- 9imply
oiapt rritEolf to a pri6rcrnmo of mJ.nisnun. d.ome,rrds t or, on tho othcr handr lf
(,ur impaticylco at ihc-atttiouLtios of ra,i6ing thc da4r-to-cle'dr 1cvo1- of

"inregIo" 
d'lovo ue itto a propagand'i et, ultimn'tistto a'ttitudlc td thG rass

of tti6 r*orring qIe.ss. Unfor-tuaaioly thc Tcredbnoy pln'tforrn su6gosts thot
oornradog .Jo .Buccumlring to the s ccond db.ngcr.

tr{hioh }rav 1clct?---]fffiF,-onivc of Hhatbor ttlo T6,ldc,oy is a Brritish oomponont of tho
[ILo tcuiluroy aomprlsing tho RIIL TLOR entt presont TAF maJorityr or--w]othcr
oomr.do6 in ihe Tcnttcnoy arc sirnili' voioing thci:3 o:rn [homrBrouu,e susplclons r

and thci.i political trosiitity to thc prcsont lc..dorship. of thc 'dst', thclx
Etnrggl c, no ma.ttor hor'r carnltsly motiva.tcd is doing aothlng-to olo'rify tho
r,o"aiE. instcni thc oomrarlcs :.rc eimply oonfugin6 1,,tl mi s], caiing thcrns olvos

"ad"rny 
othcrs tl1r,,t thcy mlght inftuonoc. Indood.- by mc.squcr&d-1ng n'6.tho

uorthofox opposition oit 
"oilo 

of tho qucstions thcy raisor thqr rortlor it
frr ha"rdor to cetablish a goriouE politlcnl ac.l)?'to on tho6e LEEuoE 'ndto win 6uppo:lt for a :rca;[ .J.tcErotivo. q,

Worsol 
- it appcers tha.t a hanilf\i1 a.t lcest of tho -crr69noy ma,y b''vo dral'n

tho ea.rnc pofftfiaf conclusions oB thoso ln TILC r*ro rcga,rd' tha proscurt :

lcldorship of tho l{SL as dogclrorltc rcvisionlBts. Onoc this le qlbra,coil as
a vl olrr it c a,n only bo a, matton of tliire bcforo 5lrch oomrrdcs lr'ono we'y

o" o.rrothor eut thctr ]ogscg arrd split from tho movomont ... stltkin€i out
on thc ro ad to nowhcrc. A1tr a.ruund- ocho thc girqr voiccg of soctar:iaal
c\rrrcnt s kccn to luro in a hrrnrLf\rl of roondt6 from tho tlsls wit?dlr rr
short 6p.,cc of tinc arny. broakawE!.f grouPing wilf flnd itsolf toral apart ty
ltB orin iymor oonftEion, tho ma&1pulo+ion of thc RWL e6d LORr and tho
cftc]3]1a;L prcsrirroE towa,rds oonf\rsion.

.I,Iany otloe irr thc Tcutlsaoy zeo p1a,in1y notivc.tctl by e, r'ris-h to h'rlld thc
l{SL, eni tho fccling tha,t thoir uor'Ic is;hrurpcrcd or pa.ra.l vsofl }y lts oxietlhg
po6itiot16. In s ovor.;L ooacJ - as I havc crylaincd - I bolicvo it is j,!E!g
poEitio$s Hhich - if rd-opt cd - coul-d pa"ra;lysc thc r^rovcrnqlt. On othclt lBsuos
I lloutd .,6!]co noro rrlth tho -gEEtL of tho Tcrrdeno;r ll:rc tha.n t'cith thoil
tcrt.

&rt dra,t ls cLc.J bcyond doubt lB that in thc prcs 'ltrt sLtue,tion tho
crlstenco of a Tordc'yrcy on euch a Ekotclu arrtl nls I oaiiag platfom cr.n only
oloato a grotEng poLariga,tion dorm o1cl p.rty llnos ln tho IJSL i'rhioh vdII
boncfit aobody--It is not too lato for sonranoE to rccogniEo tha't thiB Is
not tho bcst lr.y to fight - rmd c crtc,lnly not tbo tray to win.

q]nItffo.Id3.!oh 25 1o83.


