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The first part of'this'artiole attenpts to grurnalee Eom€ basis faots about'the

tLevelopatent of the oapl-t-aiitt **fa eoonorry' 'tqq seoontl part cqitiol-868 the mai-r-

srrgam of poet-<o u*"rlitini"il-;; ;; r-Til;i;ii*i'u rn th; usht of thoee fac'te;

argues that vtrlgari sett f;;;i-+h; theoly Yl pormanent revolutiori have'been

etrengthenett ta the uotffiti .ao""^""1 S- ta3- iofto"nca of that Dainstresn' atil
dleals-rrith sone tbporeti;i-iil;; to ao li-tu '"oent 

ooqtroviiBies i! tho- l{sl,'

Faote a;a theo'r1r' are iiot 1 oi ooriidt, 'eepcate' l&e questions I -a-ekef 
in. tloirg

uork for part l1 ar,a tle ragf f pnesent ihe an*rer6 r 
- rreee influeuoett. by the theore-

iio"f rti"rl" i" ia"t e; oonvlrselyr ,tqqE€ .qiewe are'base'I on the faots aE I unde-
Eta.nd theh.

Eoneverr'iri p#d'1 I have not donfined fr'".it td th; faoto ionedlately
relerraint to the a.*urioots 'ta pa,t '2. 'I have tried.l to 'the begt of, Iry 'abtlitil to
give a rounded pioturqr

Iltre uork for thl-s art_ioLo ,hae -of leoeseity bqen tloae nost\r in otld houre
snatohetl here alad. tliae - not the 

-beet, 
oonditlons for slioh wolke I bope oomades

1111 bear ti.th fa;u1t E ai elng Son .thisr Ia 'par'tiouter'1 o6tiftr of tbe figrdea give&
irn palt 1 ar.e mcre orrt..of--ilate t4g" t4elf ,should be1 beiag +oo the sas\r -!JOs or
ev€tr late r60s. I hane trietl to eneure that this bappeas on\r wboe there is gooal
reason to .suppose -that the tsoaal ,patt€trD greesIrt€,D hBs aot oha,nged on6! th€ last 1v
to 'l J yeare.

I wish *o thank oorrades Ellls and Traveu for d.ieousslons o,lr the dra,ft of ttrig
artioleg com'ade Iiupoat for aiscussi. one on Lenl,n re ttlevelo'puent of Capitaliom ia
Rueeiarr, on permanent levoLutiorx, aad oa Soutb Afrioai ooEade Carolarl fo? malalr of
the l ileae in part 2; octrlearde8 Chnlgtel aad lfaguire for typl[g. A11 errors ae
ny rosponsibilLtyr
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IIoEB: thn oughout the article the term ACCS (.{rdvaDoed Capitalist Countriee ) is taken
to refer to the oourtries of 1{6steln Eiurope ( ancl eeeoe), th€ IrsA, Ganada, Japaat
Australia, antl New Zea1a.nd.

There are some argum€nts about the best term to use for the o+her oapitalist
oorurtries - lundecrtleveloped r , idevsloping t r r llhiril l{orldr r eto. For obnwnlenoe I
use the abbu e-uiation rIlDQer 

.(Ie_gg d,qveloped corurtties) i aail have pernitted ryee1f
suoh formrlatloas as rmore tlevelopedl LDCsr.

l{ost sets of otatisf,ics use -this division, .or somethlng verJr olo6e to i't r lllre
Worlti Sauk inolutles (heqoe alrd..Portq€alr aqd al,so some StaH.nist etatesl anong lJ)Cst
and for 6ome Inapoaes dirrides LnCs into i midtlle incomel and rlow incomel. Some of
Sairoohra figtre e alo not,inolude furkey araong LDCg.
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PIIRT I: SoUE F CTS

A. ]NQUAIJTY

Accordlng to the lJorld Bank, about 78O miuioE of the 28OO roillioa people in
the caplt&1i6t world J.ive in rrabEolute povertyrr. And ollltary spendlag
uorld-wide totals allnost trdce the aggxegat€ iacoue of the poor ooultrlea
where hal-f the populatLoa of the uorld 1ive6.

Sone rlch ald poor couatrLea

Country GNP per head AduLt lltefary Inf,ant norta,lity

US

Japan

Eranc e

Brltain
Spain

Argentira
Portugal,

!lexico
BraziL

Egvpt

Indla
Zalr e
Bangladeeh

11\frO

9'890
11 ,?fr
? tg20

5,4OO

2,19o
2r,?L
2',at't
2rt&

580

24C

22C

1ro

n
99

I
99

90

9'
71

81

76

44

x
58

26

1'

.7
10

12

11

45

t5
5c

77

10,
123

112,

1fi

Infant nontal'lty iB the nunber per ltLfo of babiee dyia6 before the age of
1 (1980). Adult literacy iB the percentaSe of people over i5 able to read
and nrite ( about 1977- except Spain ald Portugal., figuree for 1!fO froa
WorLd Vleu 198r). GtP per head - Us do].la!€ 1980.. Thi6 figure la pretty
ulreliable because of:

a) dubloua elemeute 5.o the coacept of GNP itaelf,
b) unreliabillty of national etatlstica,
c) activitles Dot eateriDg the statietlia, such aE Bubaiateace

ag"icultule and the I uadergrouadr econoqr. Uor1d Vieu 8, estlnates
. the latter a6 Zqb I Baybe up to ffi, of ecoaooic activity La LDCa.

d) errors ln lnternatioaal cdllatiob of statistlcer
e) the use of official exchaJxge ratee to convelt figures in natioual

currencies into doLlara.

It eeeoa to be genera1.ly reckooed that the overall directloa of theae
lnaccuracles ie to exaggerate the differencee between rich and poon countriea
(W82 glvee a table indicatiag that the .Lncone gap b€trreen the tS aad
Indonesl,a io really about 1O:1r whereae GNP per bead tigure would iadicate
252'l). But there cor be no doubt that the dlffereaces are huge.

The aggregate flgures conceal laequality rithin nations. .Jilter Rodney
pointa outr ItNo! 19rl8 agort (he tras Dritlag in 1972), rr$g$ of the luteraa].
Ievenue of Dahomey went. into pqying aaler5-es of civil aervanta'aad gove::n-
neut leader6. The ealarLee giveu to the elected politicLana ate higher than
that gCveu to a Brltieh Herober of Parllaneutrt G.2?). Enea the pooregt
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coutrtrieE include enralL ninorltles eaJoying great wealth; and tn the US there
are currently estimated to be about two miLlion peopte deetitutel 1lvi ng
oa the street6. Furtado (p.9O) eetj.:nateo that the top 5% in Chllet llerico
or Venezuela have the eane incone a6 the top l# in Norway; but the bottoE
2@ have half the income of the botton 2(X ln Norway, and the roiddle 60%
little more thaa a third of the incooe of their counterparte la Norway.

B. GRO'ITH

The average GNP per head in the rich capitalist countries exceeds the
average in rlow-inconer capitaliet countriee other thal India - I.E.,
priucipallyr Paki6tanr Bangladeeh, aud black Africa - by 6721. The
comparable flgure for 1955 ps fr21. With arr due qualificatiole for the
unreliabiJ.ity of GNP per head figurear it 6eeoa that the 6ap la increasirg.

Lone tern tr eude in Dational incone per head

1900

1913

1929

19124
1960

19?o

Lati-a
America

2n
2\O

2&l

,90
,b
5Uo

nd %

of US

1'fr
16%

1691

14*

14
1&

India Ls*
of US

US

1,60
158o

184o

2850

1350

42?o

Other As #
low incoae of. US

1qo

19\)

Aeia

9o

1'',to

'115

'110

1n
1ro

46

&

A,e %

of US

7)i'

7"
6%

t4
+%

4%

(Firet tatLe Bairoch p.f9f: tigur.s in US dollare of 19?O,
pre-1$!4 figuree not strictly comparable rith poet-1p!4. Secoad. table
t{or1d Bank: figures in US dotlare of 1980)

1955

1980

rMiddle
iacore I

1v5O

2650

Aa*
of US

46

&
8%

4%1

1?O

26v

US

70n
11fio

Bairoch reckono that the overali.pitture uay eveu be worae than it seeme,
becauee LDCet statlsticg tend to overeetinate. giorth ratee (p.18J-5).

.

However, though the idea of a grouing rgap' between ACCs. and LDCe ie truel
it is ajloo partly n5.iileading. '

a) The rgapt beth,eeD the aost advanc ed LDCB aad the ACC6 iu llgreiE8,what is i.:rcreaeiug ia the gap betweeu the moet advaJxced alO ttre pooreBt
LDCe;

In 79651t{ie gap betyeer the USA -arld Mexico, wds ?521, arLa betveen
t{eribo and Chad or Ethiopia, f:1. In 1981 the US-Hixico gap le f:1,
the Mexi0o-Chaa,/Uth:.op:.i gap , n.1. (Figures for GM p.r h.rd fron
OEIr for 1965tw183 for 1981).

b) There ie.no gulf betueen the Bore advanced LDCe and the poorer ACCs.'' Merico lE pretty nush on a leve1 ldth - if aaything, 61ightly better
off thaD - the pooreBt hleot Europgan couDtrJr, Portugal. Japan, wtrich
aord rank6 hlgh anoa6 the ACCe, had uatil the Late 19ga a aaaler nat-
ionajl Lrocome per head than Mexico.



c) Since t{orId War 2 the econorniSs ot ttre tEe have been grori-ag very
fa6t, b)r comparisdn with previoue capitalist developneat. ft" g"p
hae lucreased bacause the ACCE have g?orB evea f,aster.

Rates of qrovth of maaufac turile iadustrv Bairoch o.67 llorltl Bank(

LDCa: manu fac turiug output
ditto per head

(..f-India, LI- other rlow inoooet, [I- Iniddfe iaoorerF

1950-6nT
4.5

196o-W
6.' '

t.6

197Mo
>.o rhffi./ s.q w.

2.9 r\.o Lr/ 3.0 ilr

ACCe: nanuf,ac turiag output
ditto per head

Britai!: nanuf,ac turLDg. output
ditto per head

5.0

,.8
5.6
4.4

3.2
2.4

1M/4-18fr/4
,.ii
2.2

18fr/4-1W/4
2.2
1.4

Induatry geuerally haa grorla ae faet or faeter tha.a naaufacturiug
induotry. Agriculture i.n the LDCe haa aot groun so faat: e.ad this has
been part of a situatioa of terrlble sufferitg ia the LDCd.

But the LDCo are not caught La some 6ort of tine-uarp. Latin Anerica
aow 16 at a level of capitaliet developnent roughly conlurable to Wegtern
Drrope ia the firet haLf of thl6 ceatur5r (by aohe indlcatora, auch as
educatiou, it comparea w'ith level"e not reaohed la rilseteE iu\.rrope uatl1
after dorld RIar 2i by othersr auch aa the develogaeat of nauufactgri-ng
induotry t it te corparable to France, for exanple, before I,/orLd War 1.
See Bairoch).r

C. AG&ICI'LTTIRE AI.ID HUTGER

Groyth of food productioa per headr average # p.a.
19&-?o 197o-8o

Africa O.1 - 1.1
Hiddle Eaet O.1 a.2
L,atin AuerLca O".1 0.6
South Acia O.t O.O

Thle lack of growth hae exieted since,19J4 at leagt (Bairoch p.17).
Meanwhil,e enough ceree-Ie are fed to aninale ls the richer couatiies to
feed 2| biLlioa people. In the traasforrstion froa cereal to neat, at
leoat ?Ui of the caloriea aad proteiu coateat - 1..e. enough to feed 1.8
billton.peoplo - i6 lost.

AgrlcuJ.tursl. productivity in LDCa ia very 1ou. Bairoch conatructa a.u
lndex of agricultriral productivLty, neasuriag ca)-orleo pfoduced pe! Baa
hour rnith certairl adjustEeEtB. (aee over)

*Thie tloeg Dot lDsErn that IEtiD .iirnerioa ie at the EaE€ poilt oD the saltra
path of oapitallst developn€nt as Hester:a E}:rope rra6 ia the ear\r 20th C.
It is at a diff6r€,1t point olx a dlffeent patb . Th€ point is thot it ls
not etatio.
** Xhe rhiSh-inoome oil exportersr arq nt* lnoluded a€ LDCe hr ttre Horltt Bark.
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Index of AgricuLtural Productivity (Bairoch p.r8-t{O)

196c.o72. per nau hour

US
Franrce
Argenti''a
Braz11
Merico
Morocco
Nigeria
Zaire
Eeypt
fndia
Paki6ta.n

1N.o
100.0
86.9
12.9
6.8
6.5
,.4
5.9
5.7
,.9
4.2

21.5
14.O
7.o

us 1840
Britair 1810
France 1810

If it.were Eot for the.very rapid
grouth of population iu the LDCe -
about 2!% per year - the Bqueeze
i.apoeeo by agricultural otapation
rou].d uo doubt be leae eevere. The
iJorld Bank claias that there i6.
6ooe grohrth of output per that there
ie aoEe Brovth of output per hectare.
But world hunger ie not due to natr:raI
reaEona.

Susan Georgers book rrIloy the Other EaIf Dieerr Le a vigorous rrde-bunking
effortrr (her orn worde) on thi6 is6ue. Sone pointe:

a) fhe ACC8 - nhich are gljg the uorldta leading agricultural producers
arrd er.oorters: the US accoutrta tor. 196 of world erq)orta and the EW
excludi.g Greece for 1& (1980 ft6uree), - prod.uce vast surpluseor aad
could nelI produce still more.

b) There are bi8 area6 of arable larrd still uncultivated - the t'Ior1d
Ba.ak 6ay6 eetioates range fron 5OO nillion to 1.4 nillion hectacreo, in
addition to the 820 nillion nou in use.

c) Since vJorLd Uar 2 agriculturat productivity has expanded fast er
thea uanufacturing productivity la the ACC8. Social, not natural, ob-
stacles stand in the way of a similar e:qranoioa in the LDCa.

d) China - probab\ the only country ln the rvorld nhich has arrived at
the linit of its arable land - has had a rapid e:<paasi.on of agrlcultural
productivity.

Thu6r characteriBtic of the LDC8 r and centra.L to the fact that in a
period of tremendous technical advalce arld utrprecedented abu-adance ob a
world scale, the lives of hundreds of oillions are sti11 dcini-oated by
hunger and ilI-nour iehment, are vast hiaterlanda of backward agri-
culture.

The ooet I advancedt LDC8 
" havb area-6 6f tefrible. po"ertyj ln. the

courtryside:atd orJ. the outekirts of the toyi6. Of the 6tate6 for rhich
the WorJ.d Bank gives figures, Venezuela, Hexico, Brazil, Panana and Peru
have the most unequal incoBe distribution. In Mexico the. inequality.haa
been increaoing since 1!!8. Such figures are not very re1iabIe, but
other evidence pointe in the oaae directioa. Andre Gunder FraDk baseB
hinEe]f on official Brazilia.n statietics to cLai-u that in that countryr
5&i of the populatioD are rrabsolutely nargiaalieedrr aad 75S itrelative\r
oarginalieed'r. In Mexico, he eays, 9&i of lhe pre-school population
guffers from malnutrition. Celso Furtado writess rrlrlth the exception of
Argeatiaa I Uruguay aad Cuba, in all the latin American countriee there
are :sizeable proportions of the population (betveen 20 and 40 per'cent
of the total) vhose living conditiore are deterui-ned by the level of pro-
ducttvity iE the so-ca-L1ed I prioitiver 6ector...rr (p.88).



5
Poaeanta with tiny pIots, landlese agricultural labourere, algd towa-
duellers living fron petty trade, casual euployneat, proetitutuion
petty theftretc. are the people who make up this nass of poverty.

Practica'l1Jr no L,f,iCa have aaJr eyetem of state benefite for the uren-
ployed. Unenploynent figu:res are therefore dubiou6. Ia anSr caee,
uaenployed people have ao choice but to f,ind soneone (aDother menber
of their fanily,usrrot Iy) to mrpport them, to be6, to get odd jobs, to
eurvive by crlrae - or to atarve. The Financlal Tinee (7.9.82) quotee
figurea fr@ the UIil ECt I{ for the perceutages i.a various Latjr Aoeric@
countries of employeee rrin doueBtic or mar5inal employmentrt. Ehe per-
centageB vary from 56* lt Peru through 45.% !p, |trazj-]- and 4cr"f in Meiico
Lo 27h La Uruguay.

Regional valiationa are huge ia nany IDCe. In the north-east of
Brazil average per capita incone is leaa thaE one-third of the average
for the r"st of Brazil: it ie about the Baoe ae the average for the
Philippinee or Morocco. If Indiate atatea are divi,ded iJcto three
groupar richer, poorerr and nlddling, the average iacooe per head of
the rrichert group io twice that of the tpoorert.

D. TfiE iGRICULTURA], ECONOMY

The eize of the easa of .poverty, ald it6 distance froE or cLoseness to
absolute deetltution arrd starvatiou and starvation, vary fro6 country
to countrlr. 8ut its existeuce, on a nuch larger scale tho:r ia the eCCe,
ie a constant. Bcneath thi6 coDsta:lt is a great variety of relatione on
the la-nd. In Latin Aoerlca, over 5,# of the Land le in ualts over 5OO
hectacree. Eten in countriee like Hexico where there have beeD fairLy
radical land reforas, ovrnership is concentrat edt 4fr of agricuLtural
output, by val.ue, cane fron private unit6 of trore than I hecta res,
uhile 1$ of the populatloa enployed 5-n agriculture worked on rlEaIL
private uaits of Lees than 5 hecta res ald 556 t.a eJlAos (R,Bartra: 19?u
figuree).

In ABia and Africa, by contraat r about fr6 of laad Ls in unite leea
thaa 5 hecta res. But evea there a big proportion of the agrarian
popuLation ia 1aad1e66r or hae tlay unviable pIots.

The agriculture is generally backuard r but 1t ig not a eeparate
Epheler lsolated fron capitaliet development in the rest of the econony.
Frank hae argueB thi6 in detail for Chile and Brazil. In I;adls, 2% of
ruraL houeehold income conee frorn non-agricultural activities, aad
around 4C% of income for the pgorer 5Cf, of houseuolds.

E. TIIE DEI'ItrOPI{T.:IT} OT CAPITAIISM

Uriting before tlprld'/ar 1, Roea Luxenburg ergrred that the eseence of
imperialian was the reLation between capitaliet and "non-capitallst
econooie6. In the polemic that followed, no-one gueationed her aesunp-
tlon that the LDCg were largely pre-capitali6t.

Today the ecene ie coopletely cha.nged. klhile nost LDCo have pre-capitaliet
residuee in their BocietieE, and there ie argr.raent about thejr 6ize and
definition, they are iddleputably capitaliet societies.

Froo Bairochr s figures (p.86) aff but a very fer,r LIIJ s are trnore induetriallsedrt
( ineofar ae a comparison ie poesible) thaa Ruseia in 19OO.

The capitaliet developcreut hae been extremely uleven. A few lDCe have
become aizeable manufacturiag ceutreo and have begua to export maou-
factured 6oode on a large sca1e. l.toet have ehotrn a fajrly rapid grroerth
of nanufacturiagt though ln 6one ca6ee froo very 1ow 1ve16. Heavy
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induotry, according to Bairoch, has groun faster than light induetry.
A nueber of c ouatriee, holrever, nostly ia Jrfricap have suffered an
actual decline io va.Lue added in manufacturing over the I /Os.

MaJ or exporters of Eanufactured goode, 1979

Eq)ortB $19?9)

South Korea
Eong Kong
Sin6apore
Brazil
South Africa
India
Israel
Mexico
Malaysia
Argentina
Philippinee
(NB. Figr:res for Hong Koag eepecially are boosted by re-exports)

Other Ea.ior nanufactur ius centree.1979 ; va).ue added
in naoufac turing

,

?
5
5
,t
3
I

1

1

1

299
8oJ+

372
826
166
729
6*
,89
956
888
595

Val,ue added in
19?c 1979

2t7S 9t955
11620 

'1596827 2,o8o
171852 h,2?

n.a.
1Ot2O2 151595

E.a.
1rt8ol 23,429q+6 2,597
9j?4 11'192
2t816 5,t 9

narlnf"(919?9)
Grorrth 1970-9

?t+a
124
151*'
126%

,7n

6*
1?5%
24
96

Iurkey
Venezuela
Ihailaad
Iadonesia
Peru

6fi6
5491
4154
41,6
1830

Esvpt 3597
Colombia J217
I'ligeria 28p0
n6efia 2J)8
Pakistan 2OJ5 (5 millioa 1975)

LDC e which euffered a decLi:oe in vaLue-added in
marufacturing between 19?O atd 1979

Zaire, Chad, Somal.ia, Mozanbigue t Ugianda, Jamaica.

Bairoch $.176) givee estfunates for the proportion of machinery and
trane?ort equiptoeat which variorrs LDCe had to ioport i! 1968-70 or
thereabouts: five can be ldentified which imported lees tha! 5@ of
their equipnetrt.

Theee are:

Argentina (zt"r) , Inala (26X) r chile (h-ft) , .lanaic a (ry/") | Mexico(4\%) .

But thig e:q)aaaion of lDCa oaaufac turl,rg has flowered especially ln
the 1tl0e. lIDCet shale of the Eanufactured lmports. of ACCe went up fron
'7% ir, 97q h 1fr6 iD, 19&). According to Bairoch the erpaneion bagaa
it 1962: between 1952 and 1plo LDCe I nanufactured ercporte incieased at
14.fi pet year in current prices (p.99).

FroB the table above i!.,g"n" be eeen that the major nanufacturi-ug IDCs
ia the 1!fOe a1I ( badtqBrttiaa ) exceeded the average rate of induet-
rial g:rowth typical <if IOCo 6iace about 1p50, i.e. about 5S per )rear r
aud far exceeded the US grouth rate of about JE per year.

The overaLl history of capltal,ist atevelopEeDt in the LDC6 aeen6 to haye
had the following 6tage6:

a) Induatry before Uorld rdar 1 ua6 mostly confined to mininl5 and
plaDtatioDsr eopl,oyiag tir)r Horkforces i:r proportion to the total, and
iufrastructu-re (e.g. the railuqyo in India). Oa the plaatatione,

I

I
t
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relations of exploitation often were (and often 6tiL1 axe: aee Frark)
6emi-feudal. Only in Mexico and Argenti-na r^ras there a sizeabl.e .

tspia-offr from this export-orie[tated industry in teroe of general
induatriajl developnent. Both of theae couDtriee had nassLve iaputeof foreign capital.

Ia ltrgentina, and aLso ia Uruguay, agriculture was capitalist fron the
start l thie bracketed them with Australia and Ca.hadar the other aettler
statear rather than rith the nqiority of the LDCo. fn Argentiaa there
wa6 a naJolrBrowth of snall .lnduetrlal firns owned by i.amigranta (see
Cornblit ) .

Balratt Brown gitea the following iigurea for direction of capital
inveotmeDt in thie period (p.1gorp.168-9).

Britain 1860-?0 Doninioas 12, Iadig 21, other nnpire.Jn Latia
Anerica ( prezunably nainJ.lr Argentiaa r baail)
10.5r USA 2f, Europe 21, othera 1.5'
Donlniona 29, fadia 15, other E6pil€ ,, .Iatia
Anerica. 20, USA 22, Eurpoe 42, othere 9
Doniaions JO, India 1O.!1 other }hpi.re 5.5, Latiu
america 22, USA 19r ErrIope 5, othero 7
L\rrope J!; Russia aDd Turkey ]2
Europe 2p, Bueeia aad Turkey 22, coloniee 1Q

Sritain 1881-1890

Britain 1911-191,

France 18pOs

19',r08

over 8o

7o..rb 8L

6o to 7o

fa other rorde, tnvestEelt ueat Eost\r to a fairly. maLl nuober of
countries: the greater part to other advanced cou.otrieel the bulk of the
rest to those LDCe r,rhich r,rere goi-ng throu6h sone capitalist devel,opeent.

b) After trrorld War 1, according to Barratt Brown, French invgetnente
were reorientated to Freuch colonies and US investncat i! Latin Aoeric&
i-acroased. (That iave6tne8t to other countrieE was aail1 Ln relatiolr to
the totel of the greEit powerB doe6 not meaIl, of courser that ita effect
rras not oftcn devaetatl ''g for the countrJr lnveeted ia).
Brt the najor turning point !,ra6 1929.. After the creat Craeh the foreigtr
investloent of the, great powers and theilfuDpolte decljaed diasfically.
The followi(g table ( fror Kindleberger, p,191) j-ndicatee the percedtage
decliae in exports suffered by vafious countriea betwee'n 1928-9 and,
1912-).

Pelcentage decline Countriea

Chile
Ching, Bolivlar'Cqbar M.lry", Perur. EL Salvador

Ar8eDtinat Netherlaads Indies ( Indoneaia) ,
Indiar i{qxis6, Brazil, Egypt.

Turkey ard Venezueila were conpari.tively eIl-offr uith only p.to W
decli.ue in exports. Price,s of primary products aJ'so crashed.

But this crash. a16c J,ed, iu thoee LDCs sufficiently tleveloped, to a grorith
of industrlalisation in the form of I import subetltutionr. Industries
developed which nanufactured the goodB whidh c ou3.d no longer be iroported
becauoe there were aot Eufficient export6 to p4y for then.

I Import substitutionr continued in \dorld :,lar 2. the pofitictt reflection
of thio in the rloe ald rl+o6 was the various nationaList prograonea of
Cardeaae (Mexico), Var6ae (Brazil), Perou (irgentina), etc.
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By 195O, accordln8 to Bairoch (p.?9), the folloring countriee had appreciable
ptlopoitioDs of the nale workiag populatio! in nanufac tur ing indue iry:

Argeat ina
Chile

rHexico

Syrla
Veaezrrela

India

zo.fr 994?)
1?.116 (1952)

10.16 (1g]r[ but lndustrial output had
. increaaed 171% betveen 1929' aad 194/.- Furtado p.112)

9.y)6 (1950)

9.ry o9n)
8.a6 (l,il)

c) the 19506 and r60ee tEia ieacheal tne point cif rr5eneratlng autoEooouB
finaace capital ia (couatrlee such.aa Braztl and lran), active not oo!.y
iateraally but evetr iateraationallyr rith a certain de6;ree of independence
from l,lcBterrr ifip'eria-lisat houe?e! cloee ita polltical_ aad nllitary aseoc-
iatioa with ittt (!landel).

Meaauhile 1 a nudbe! of other gtates had ieached thc point lJnat over 2fu
of their labour force l,aa i.E iadustry3

Ay r960i '?,irlt"y, jordao, Jaeaicat Uruguay

By 198O: fraq, Lebaaon i Algeriar Tuaiaia, Coago (peoplere Republic),
,. .1 South Kolea. .

e) Ihe question of capitalist d.evelopment in the LDCe is often die-
cuee€.d iu terrs of rtake-offr. fhe analory with aeroplanes is presuoably
6ea!t to couvey the ldea of a ehort sharp riae fron one continuing level
to -aaoth. fhta aeene nialeadi ng. .Induetriel devclopnent is general in the
LDCE r(rrl.th .idbntifiabl-e- exceptions). Rapid 6rowth ie aot coniined to
couatriea in the early Btage6 of induatrialisatioa, but exieta mostly in
nore developed LDCo aud in ACCo (e.g. .Iapan, West Geraaay). If ttake-offl
Dean6 a lcye1 of devslopoeDt sinilar to Heat -sL:r*opeal1 countriee at the tiEe
of .thejr induptriaL revolutioae, the!. aost LDCg (so far a6 the conparison
ie poeelble ) have aLrea{r takeD off. The pnobleu ie that this . takl-offr
doea not abolish ttre horrora of, | underdevi:lopment r. It may eveu increaee
them.

f) Lacking from the above ie consid,eratiou of the development of
capLtalisu in agriculturo fu the LDC6. Thi s iseue le ertremely oompllcateil
both thsoretioelly aad enpirloally. It is clear that capltalist teudenoiee la
.LDC agrioulture hav€ iucroaaetl, alrd eepecial\r so ginoe th€ 6een Revolutlon
(the iutroarraticta of higher*yield.iug stlain€ of nh€at, rioe, eto.) But cl6aa-
out oapltalist farnel erplc[fiug rage-Jeborr and regular\y traneformiag methods
of produotioa through aoounrlatloa of oapitall are still a relatlv€Iy Bmal1 paat
of a6rioulture ln almogt all LDCa. Cl€ar-out feudal or rAsiatiot relatioue are
evcn raaGr o qybrltt or tra.n6ltloral femg are oftea doEillant.
These lnolud.6:- Em;I} lndependleat produoerB whose aotivity le tlominated t8r the
E€rohants to whoro they seI1; shareoroppers; I delrt peonet who foroally han€ f;ree
domeioial pontrac.ts htt i-u faot aro tledl \r aeverupaid-off debte to merohaotel
noneyJ.dntlen e I a.ndr/or laadlorclso flhere le muoh theoretical. alebat€ ebout th6
obaraaterisation of suob foflos.
Sa.ir Ania (trriting ln the mld-r7Oe: C(H) Ertategr

.nIa the,. ae:rt ata6e the prosBurea of urbao oapitalisrn. Ied to great ohaa€€B
ia the rural world. ID Latia Anerloal in the lrab oourtri€€ of the trBddle
East, aud in Asla, the era of a6narian rGfoma began. l{oro or lese radioel,
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these ohaoges beoame genenaliEed after the Seooncl Horlal llar, nitb lnitependenoein rnauar wlth tb€ warftr of pettJr-bourgeols rationaliso ia the lrab rrorid iE
the fiftleg, $itb the popullst movement aod espeoial\r that of deeamollieuo
l: rdevelopmeltignrl in Lati! ineaioa, also ln the fiitleE. fteiieEEFils;In
tcingina to aa end the former claee alliaooes t€tseea feeiga oapitar a,Dd the
big. raadownersl repraoed then rith the new tripre al riauoe tetweea forelgaoFplt3l, the looal urban bot'reeoiete (prtrrate a,adrlor etate)' aad the kulaka
4:loE p9"599tsJ. ltsy formed the soolal bgri e of the greeu revolutlon rhlohrolrflect".l:iE the lEte 160g atrat ear\r I lOeJ (p.dg)

ra gub-saharan Aftioa, h6 argue', the tlerrcropment rae auffeeat. rte ooloatarsyatem wae oharaoterised by snali produo€pB E€ruaa to, \rrrg t*, *a doniDatedbv oolonial trading firns. Desprte row pnoauotirat!1 tiru -"v"i", yrllded rroflteto merchant capital beoanse of th€ rord iuoorne aad Lar* ral-our odtr" p."i,*t". i
The p€asaat8 were forrnal\r ornole of the mea4s of.pno.uotl0n; iE faot, anl! argu€s,beoauEe their laborr ras ,adq ariea oontro{ aud teoause they reoei#d [o rent or
1:ty 3 .apitelr thev were rseul-proletarii""r, 

"or"tard iit"-iJiJorro" romanuf aoturiag iadustrTr
Indepencleuoe hbou€ht no ohaage.. . llbe ne*r .tfoioar governneat fulflLle the ea.oefirnottons as the forn€r ooloni-al "dril"t;.t1;;;. f i.iol*--'
But, Amia arSue., thle primitiv. for, of e:pI0itatl0n.ig behg replaoed (ia eone
iliiii,ril.'""61) w oaPttaliet farming - id;"s va't aurb€rs ot iu" r,rir popuration

trThus afrioa^u a€"iourture aad etockfarming, boosteil by the green revolut.onlriII 00ntribute to feetling tne ftropea$e r-irr'" the 100a1 poputation *.lu beasked to emlgrate c,r rdielppearr.,r '---, 
b.!Z)Goodman and Red'orlft a'+?ee tbat thoe ls a shift ,Fboor poaeant to proletarr.asr,ae the title of rh6ir fr:*. (rllori"r,.; igail iliiJ it. Th6y show how stat€ @edLtfor a€rioulture ia hazlr ri'a:.""oi"a .]i"r:.itliii"ery towarr' rioh farmoe aa.Ia'adowner a, thus promotiag oapit&Iist far.r -*- i1o oorveatiEg bi* lanalrord' ln+oblg capltalist far:me::a ) *a. ei,"i"i*i*r"G'"ilrr peaeautso &rt thay are mrohlese sweeping in therr oouoruE:.o"" tiJ-iiil, -rigr.rrr€ 

that \ybritt, elni-poreta.rienl|transitioua,l r foans can oontinua fe a very lorcg tlme uade oapitalimr

* Eeferring forrard. for e noueat to a^n argurflent ln part 2 ( p"g" 25): both thesmarl plo.uoer/oorontal 
.trading flrm;;il; th€ for€iga oapitalAooar rana-lordE allia.oe m€a' a rararn- oI "*pr""i toiioro.y to metroporis. yet h€r€ a8I elsewbere tbe rdrain of

I r;p;i:ili"i-iq ;-1li''r ffi*1i*T"i;1"'13"ffi .,l*,itll:*,ji*"":,
I e:rproitation (beoause 

"i i;-;;"'iriitil"i'ir"t erplaias rrmdend.e'eroporeatr
I a'nd tb6 tlrain of gurolue-h€Ee. Tlri";;;;;;;'ria euphaeisetl by lhot etqr in hist theorv of perrDanent ievorutionr it i;-;;;-; il;ol t treme of on€ Btland. of moderallaaxist thinktng on inperlalleu (;";-;;-ii-u*o, obapters g aud 11 ).

,l
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fhe out}ine given above shot'sr I t'}rirrk; that the actual faot s of th!
d.eveoopment of the capitaliet s,orld eoonoqf are rather clifferent from the
conveniionally accepteil ltfactsrr. In the following eections I sha11 du.mlari se

the aotual facts as I untlestand themr their contrast with the oonventional
rrfactsrr, and the way that acceptaaoe of the convent i onal fifas1s'r has intoduced'

Stalinist or semi-Stalini€t content iato 'rvulgar ftotslqriemri'

FRO}I THE RISE OF CAPITALISM ]$ W. EIJROPE TO TEE RISE OF C/TPIIAIISM ]N IIIHE

ITHTRD HONLDI

rrThe di-scovery of 8o1d and eilver 'in Americar the extirpationt englave-
nent a.nd. entombment of ,irru" of the aboriSinal poPulation, the beginniug
of the conque Bt antt Looting of the East Intlles, the turning of Aflica into
a rratrren for the cormerclaL bunting of black skins I signalise'l tho rosy
darm of the era of capitalist pnoduct ion. rr- (Marxr Caiital vo1. 1, P 751 )

The ascent of oounercial capitafism in trtrestern Europe from the 16th century
lrent togetheT with the creation of a huge new system of world trade anal the

!e-9g&f!gL!sj, expl oit at i ori (nlundering) aDd luination of otller areae of the
globe.

ItThe sbift in the centre of nasc6nt Er:ropeaa merca&tilist capitalism
from the l,led.itorra,neaa to the Atlantic also cau*d a crisis in Aflica.
This shift tolled, i.n the 16th centuryr the 1r::e11 of the Italian citiesl
anal at the eame time lt brought ruin to the arab worLd ar:cl to the Black
African states of the Sudan-Sahel zone. A few decades later the
iepresentatives of Atlantic E\rrope made their appearance on tho shores
of Africatr (Anin, UO n.5O)

In South Anerica, the Spa^ni sh conquerors did not transforD the agrariaa
econon\y of the America$-fniliar populationr tut drew forced labour flom it on
a. acale-with a brutalitv which Droduc.d tta virtuaf holocaust of the inaIlSP nollrs

popul at i on tHbbtt t q @?B[}ltiogt the time of the conqucst, was rc6uce6 bv 9G%

,ittin a oJntury. (nrrtaao, p. 6)

In Africa, the slave trade i5 estimatetl to have led to a stagnation of
thecontinent t E population between 1650 a]1al 1B!0, while Elrope r s populatioa
increased. blr a fact or of 2.7. The Afri can econo[ur was reorientatetl to slave-
traaling, to the ai sadvaata€e of other actiyities. The Afbioan cloth intlustry
was swampetl by inports. (ttodncy, p. 106-123)

In Asia, the western impaot came later - in china not until the second
half of the lpth century. $ this time weetern E:rope had developed into
industrial capitaliam. FIom the ear\r or mid 1!th centuly for &itail}t from
the late 19th century for other $est Urropeah powers (Bauattt Brordnt P:1?1 )t
the capitaiist powers began to erport cipitaL on a large scale' A worltl
*"onorqr w.s creited.. More a.nil ffie, wEE E:ropean powers Eet out to grab
coi,onieq,

Thisletltothefi.rstbegimingsofcapitalismintlleThird.Uorl.I.It
was not like the evolution from capitatist farmers, mercha.nts anA urban craft s

in S\:rope. Western capita.l went ovelwhelmingly into strictl:l delimited
spheres: infrastructure (railwaysr eto.), plantations, minilg ' These capita'-
list sectors existed. wlthout many i lirkages I with the Bene1'a1ly pre-capitalist
bulk of the econorqy, nhi.cb remained backr'Iard aflal often indeed had sectors
ruineal by competition from imports from the r,lest.

rr...the chealxrees of the articles produced by ftachineryt and the
improved means of transport a^nd. cornrm:nication furni sb the weapons for
oonquering forei-gn markets" B3r ruining handicraft pro'IuctioE in other
countries, machinery forcib1y convert s them into fields for the supply
of j.ts rats matorial. In this r'ray East India was compelled to produce

Part 2! SOI4E Qtl:'lSTIOllS
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cotton, wool, hempr jute a.nd. indigo for Great hitain. tsy const antly
makir€ a part of the hards r supermrnreraryr , moil:rn industry, in all
oountrieE where it has taken.root, gives a spur' to emie"ation and to the
ooLonisation of forei$r lands, vrhich ars thcreblr converted into EettleBents
for growing thc ralr matcrial of thc r.othcc country; just ae Sustraliay
for example, was oonverted into a coloqy for growing wool. i, nen antl
int ec'nat i onel division of labour, a division suitetl to the requirements
of the chief oentres of modcrn industry EplingE upr. and oonvert s one pert
of thc globe into a obiefly a€ricultural field of p"oduotionr for supPlyin€
the othe! part which remains a ctrief\r industrial fieLtl'r.

( I'kxx, Capital vol. ''l t p. 451)

SoBe industry I however, began to develop in the cities created in the
ooloni-es a&d. semi-colonies. In a footnote to the above paasa€er Marx trites:

rr rrthe economio developnent of the United States is itself a produot of
E\Eopean, more es recially of &rglish modern industry. In their 1x'esent' form (1866) the States must still be conBid.ered. a E\rropean colorlyn '
fu 18!O &rge1s added another aote:

rrsince their they have dr:velopecl into the country $hose industry holals
second. place in the fiorlal, vrithout on that account entirely losiag tbeir
col,oniaL charactertr.

The industrial developrnent ne.6 oonccntrated in the settler statos - the
US, Australia, Canada, .Argentina - where

(") the Dre-caDitaList hinterland did not exist' or had been cfimiflatetl
(by brut a.l, extex:-rination of the intligenous people); antl

(t) inm,ieratlon prowided. a sr.tpply of relatively skilled and trainod
Iabour and of competont capitalist s often equipped Hith capital'

But there was some development el,sewherc. It massively inoleaseal afteT
1929. Capital export from the l.Iest driod rrpl western markets contracted,, 3rd
t{orlat countries - oI' at.least the more tlevelopeil ones - tr:rned to I import
substitutiont. I'lain1y, Iight industries tlevelopetlr prcducing thc consuner
gooils prcviousLy imported from thc west.

This economic alevelopment created the bourgeois and petty-bourgeoi s

classeg,wtr-ich 1ed the suciessflrl national inciepend.ence etruggles after 1'lor1d

War 2 (and the nat ionalist/populist movements in idexico, &:azi1, Egipt, Irrgen-
tina, iloliwia, eto.). Worli.ng classes were also exparde-d.r but (mainly thanks
to Sialinism) 

'remaj,nod. as a tiil to bo-.*g€oi' or petty iiourgeois movemontE.

The oause of d.e-coloui sation was gencrally suDported' by thc IJSt which
had become the world's ' supcr-imperialiSm t after i{orld. llar 2, and which wished
to secure frr:e accese to the axeai colonised by the rDw second-rat e west
European capitaliot pcrwers. rlnd the independ.enoe cf the formeE colonigs llas
severe limits, in that they remain weak a^nd. (a11 br.rt a very few) small q:eit s
in a competitive capi.talist wo}ld edono4I in which, as in capitalist econoli$I

generallv, the strong are constant IJr elbowing asidc or Elrbiugat ing the weak'

Moreover, the former colonial polrers have ad';r'161o4 to the cnd of colonial-
ism by re-casiing their economic rclations ',{itb the Thi}d'l'lorld. In place of
the former typical sj,tuetion or- direot oHner ship of inflastructure t ptrimary-
pr oduct industriesr arld

virtual monopolies of,foreigr, trader er:. economic set-up "{hich 
mo}e

or lese required. colorLial or semi-coLonial relations 3s its politica"l compLe-

ment, the a.dvaaced cor.rntried now obtain their profits more from manufacturing
from joint enterprises, and. flom cornmcrcia] contracts with states that oontrol
their orm forcign trade.

substantial renna.nts of the former colonial-type economic relations
oontinue. 3nd a fcw Thj.rd iiorld coutltries - sonc in Gcntral .Amcl'ice.r eome
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former Flench colonies in rifrioa - are iditt subjcct to suoh tlomination W a
poatiqular ACC as to.put thom in the sa&c categoly as tho semi-colonies of the

firEt half of this oontury.

tr}obeleta]'erguethatthenellde.\rclopmcntofrnanufacturinsiEdustryin
the IJCg bas I nly peral.Iels with the old eatractive-industrios imperiBlism:
the tlev,alopment is totally eiented to foreign narkot s ard oonfine'l to enolavee'

A11 that saidr it wouLd' be r'rrong - inde ed l a grave DEooentric omor - to
un6ercstimato the l{jrning of nat ionai ind.clrndenoe b5r some hundrede of millions
of peoplo.

I&mdreds of millidne of poople wero t1,.afln into modern potitio't and became

awa.re of their orm ilignity and their or{n ability to charue the worldt for the
first tine. In a nmber 

-of 
oountries the independence noveront took a raiical

potty-bourgeoig form and led to large-EoaLe sooial ohangee.- Iaad raformst
expaneion of cducation, measur€{, for flomenrs egualityt nat ionaLisatiooB.

Anti - with very few exoeptio.ne - politice.I inderende+oe E€ !++.ryg'
Th€re are g:avo lio-ite to rbai small aoTTm statei om d.o with politioal
iailepen4enie, juet ae there ars limits to what gmall a,tl weak groups can tlo
wittfrce speecn. yet fyoe BDeeob is important, and eo is politioal inalep€n-

ttonoe. Th€y are important even when they are ooistantly tleBtrioteat arit aibbletl at.

It is not merely a sha^u. The eoonomic i-afluence of the former oolonlal
power hae d.oolined aharply in the ex-ooloniea. They have oarried out 

_ 
extenBive

nat ionalisdt ions. fhey pursue foreiga polioies often quite at otlde with the
former colonial power. ilo-on" 

"oppo"e. 
that Algdr iao policy is 'rictated from

Paris the6o d,a,yo r or Ghanlaian policy from Lond'on, or Libyan from Rome'

FoUow.in€ decolonieation, and. the nationali et/noprli st moven.nt s in Sorth
A$erioa dnd the trtldtllo Eaet, a new phoee of capitaliEt alevelopment has opened

in the 3rd tlorld. Irost SraI l.lorlal ccuntriee have begun to tlovelop th€i" oun

manufacturirg iDdustryr EoIDe heve tlone a great tleal nore than begin'

Togcther with this development in the 3rcl r.'!orld goee a oontinuation anal

evon an intonsification of eociaL misery. Tho tlevelopment, like all capitalist
developmcnt , i.s extremely uneven. t'trhoie grour:s of coluxtrios aro Eta€nant or
cven tleclining. In thr: f-astest-deveLoping countriest vast areaB of. r)dverty

rouain - and. even increa6e, sinoe reuent ttevelooment in countries 
- 
tike &.azil

an4 l{exico has ,gone together with a Eharp. inoreas€ in inequ.lity (fyaott rgrisis
in the Jrd Hor1i', p. i-20 efi' p. 15'l-279). The development is punotuated by

oriso"r-"",a sinoe'1980 som€ of lhe iaster-devsloplng lJCs have been in their
uorst crisiB for tleoades.

Brt that deve lopmoat is acoonpanieal bJr incleasing misery does not meaa

that it is not development. What Lenin $rote against th€ Narodniks on the
question of the dowlopDent of oapitalism in Eussia is very relevant:

' lrA large numbor of errors maite by ]{aroilnik rriters EpriJg f}rom thoir
efforts {o prov" that this dloprop:rtionate, spasmodic, feveligh develop-
mcnt is not develoPment ...

tr ... whethor th; dovelopme t of oapitalism in Busela is slofl of rapid,
depends entirely ." *ft"t w'e compare tiis development with' If we- oonpore

thl pre-oapitalis.t epooh in Russia with the oapitaliet (an6 that is tho
comparison vlhi ch ie ;eealcal for arliving at a correst solutioE of the
pt"[i".), the devolopment of socia] €conon[r und€r oapitalism must be

consitlered as ertrem-eIy rapitt. If, howover I w€ cornpare the prceent
rapidity of tlovolopmeni wiirr tuat whioh ooulil be achieved with the generel
leve1 of tcchniqu.e antt oulture aB it i8 tod'ayt the pu'eBelt rate of
deveLopment of oaPitelism in Ruseia realllt mret be oon6idere'l as slol'
lDtal it cunot uut be eiow, for in no singlo crpitali,rt co.ultry ha6 thorc
been such a$ abr.Ed.alrt survival of ancient instiutionss that are inoottF
patible with capitalismr rotaral itb alevelopment, ano j'mneasurably florsqn
it e-corra ition oi ttu poao.er', Hho i suffer not only fuom tho 4evelopnent
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of capitaligt productionr brit also from the inoompleteness of that devsloP-
ltl€8tr...rl

(Ieniu, !OCR, p. 597t 600)rr... there is nothing more absural than to conolude from the contladiotiong
of oapitalism that the Latter is impoeeibler [on-Drog?essive, and. so ou -
to ito that is to take refuge from unDl,easarrt r brrt wrdoubted reaLitieB in
the trarocendental heights of ronaltio dreams ...r1

( I,eni-lr, nOC,n r P.58)
ST'B-I}PMIAIISM

In some LnCs this reoent ilevelopment bas reacheat the point that they have
their own relatively j.ntegrated intlustty, their own finance oapital r afld thelr ofla
Eultinat ionals. * they have become big powerb, not on a worlal scale, but in their
regiono.

The term t strEimperialism r wae coined. to tlescribe tbis development W Rqy
llauro ldarini, aaalysing hazil after the 1 964 coup.

'rThb hazilia.n military'r, ho flTote, thas expregsed the intention of beooming
the ceEtre from nhich inperialist expansi on in latin traerioa vrill latliate.il

It would b€ a junior partner to the USA' but a iulior partaer with ite onn
interests and p1ans.

Th€ nilitary organiBed. a hr:ge influr of foreiSn capitel (mrch of it in jolnt
eaterprieee), antl inilustrial erpaneion, on the basie of a 6'utat 1ncrease in the
rate of expioitatiOn. Ehe nass of the rorke!.s and peasalts were ulable to ld'oviale
a market for this i.ndustrial protluot i on. Drt the military organiseil a bia puBh

to uin export marketsr and also tlevelopad a limited loca1 | oonsumer sooietyrt
iroreated through a transfelence of trcome from the poorest strata to the

mittdle antt upper strata, in order to guaraatee the m4ket for a hi8h-tecbnoloSr
industry Hhich is bec(Ding Dore anal more d.ivorced flom the r<i aI neeils of
the great maBS€B .o.rr
(An exaurple is the goverirment ts neaer.lros to develop a looal markot fo! cars,
Yith cheap firel, eto. )

The state itslf was also a oa.$or market forr thie new industry, partioularly
with militaxy erpenditures.

IThe rilitarisation of Bazilian capitalisn is neither accialental nor
oir@mstaatial. It is the necessa.ry exlEession of the monstroue logio of
the eystem, just as Nazism wag for Germany of the r30s. Ancl just as trith
Nazismr t,ar mrst be'the reeult.
Fiually:

Bra;i1ian capitalism is oarrying out !!g a€rarian reformt afltl it is not
in the }eaot itly]lic. The acoeleratetl ertension of capitalist relBtione to
the couttryside has the same inhman a^nd ta'ut aI charactor whi ch alefined it in
&rel.and. inthe 15th and 17th centuriesr a.nd. more p'recisely ln Tsaaist
Russio as alescribeat by Lenin'r.

In the oou!6e of the 19706, tbis theory of r suEimperialiemr bocane quite
wide\r aoceptetl among irlarxist economists. 1tr.ank (CITW) lists seven eoonomieE

Bs suLinperialist: hazil, trderico; Argentina, India, Iran, Ierael t South Afrioa;
anal ana$ses Gach one.

Soth Idarini a.ntl Fbank belong to the r alepend.ency theorJrt schoolr tfrich ana\rees
the oapitalist wollal econorEr mainly in I or:ntre/periphery I tetms (thue trbank I B

alternitive term for I subiiperialist r: r semi-peripheral ' ). Brt -the Eeneral
arift of the theory cf , subimperi al i sm I does not depend on that fraoework.

seLf-erpa$sion is the aecessary inhelent 1o8ic of oapite!. &roe capital
aoquoulation ir a certain state reaches a oertain levelr then it is ryltrl'- -
driven towarats oonguering forelgo maxketsr fieltls of investment r eto. why Bhoulal

this logic ceaae to opelate in the 3rd Horlcl?

* tla the late 1970s, EultinatloDBl @terprises begaa to sloerg€ from aone of the
more advanoed, industrialised tlevelopirg oountrieerr - Stopforil et alr Introiluotlon.
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Som€ rtriter8, intleed, object to ths term r suEimperiali ern I beoau66 it aeemB

to onsr-Etress the aspect of the ruore developetl LnCs acting as lieutenant8 for th6
big ACCsl and urtlerplay their aut onomous i.niperialiat tendenoios. Thus the
![erioa$ Sorgio tle la Pena lsiteB!

'r... the impcrialist inpulees of exioan oapitalism r.r dtre an ineriteble
paat of ths new development ... Thrs interpretation does not aooept the
rsub-imperialism t theeis of depentleacy theory, tut proposes that the imp€rieI-
ist inpulsoe are interllel, nat iotral, ard inolualo oonponetrtE of foreign
investnent...rr
The rhole theory ie questlonecl W the lb€noh rEiter Pierle Selaara, .rith two

axgunent E ( Salarna, p. 77-?9). The flret arsuDent Sal.arna himself describes ae[not fuadamentalrr: that !,larini anil otbers a'ccept tbo easily the t super-imperialigt r

Btatu8 of the USA, witbout suffioiently exa,nining the rlvalri€s with Japan, t.he
.i'JEC r eto. The Bec onal af,igunent is that the ttrive to douquer EaJik€ts oomes prinoi-
a1ly from bala.nco of pairm€nts foblems oaueetl \r the policy hr the goverEr€nt 6
Sala,ma roferB to .Argentine, kaail, and ttredco) of pelrDitting lar.ge-scale

r€pdriation of profits.
ItDri e e=port po3.ioy is thue neoe Es€lry - to the erteDt that it flowE

preoise\r floo the Bttituaie of these gov€rments in relotion to foreiga
inveetment e - but it is not wital for the repnoduotion of the systeutr.
Especially in vievr of the oontinuati on of the tsDalenoics id,eutifiod byllarini in the years since be rfote, this afgulent seems hair-splitting.

THBI CONUT}ITIOI/II, FACTSII

. The oommon vi ew on the left iE atiffer€nt from the actuol fact8.ae preeentecl
above. It ;n'osents the worltl a.s sharply itiviateal into three canps: the rsooiaLiEt'
(or degenerateal and aleforBed. workers r siates); the LnC6, usualLy described ae
seoi-colonies or oppressed nationa, or erploited nation6; an(t the imperialist
nations. It aseorts that the LnCs a.re aLl tlominatetl by uepcolonialisu and
experience preotioal\r no ilcrrulopment. If some developrnent is adfiittedr it is
tlefined awotrr aB being in somc way spurious or not real developnent. Nat ioaal
liberation for the tDCs stiu remaine s oentral guestion.

Now or:r assesBEEnt of this ideolog, has to atepend somerhat on rho iB
erpressing it.

Sometimes it expresses the progreBBive f otost of 3rrl tr{or}d bourgeois and
petty boulgeois democracy. Then our main job ls now to tlwell on the soientlflo
inexactitude of the analysis, but to argue that the dominat€al, suboralinate
position of Heakcr but pol.itically independ€nt nation6 cannot be lpercalieal on a
nati olal basis h.rt only by international lrorkirg-clase Eocialist !€volution.

hetty often, however, thiE acoount ig used. for their ovrn purpoEes by bourgooie
tlemagogueo and Stalinists, againot Norking-class intcrnationalism. .

Now the nat ional, qucstion is not finisheal in the Jrtl l,lor1d. In rnanJr areae
the artif,icial flontiers inhes'iteil fuom coLonialisD aro a maJor problem, neeatilg
to bo rej)Iaood by la,rger, more rational units (Sooialiet L'niietl States of the
Midille East, of South & Central Amerioa, eto.)

coLonial revolution -
- is fiaished. Liko

fiaishetl inconplote\r, urlsat i sfaot ori Iy, anat will be follcrireil by orpplementary
revolutions. &rt the era when thc winn!.ng of politior.l indepentlence fron the
colonial poirere was the centre bf politi.os is Dast.

The bourgoois d.emagogr:ce and Stalinists try to keep nationa.l irrtlepenclence
oentro Btage by re-defining it. National intlependence is lse-dofined aB .lnalepenalent
econonic devulopmont - sornething which rrnder ospitalism is oo utopia.n as labour
money. The - real enough - fact s of the rapacity of {re ACC rrrlt inat i onal s ars
pointed to ae ovitlenoe that tbis national indopendenoe is yet to be won. .And so
the working class j.s oaLled to rally to a rnational' cffort to Hin i+.

Nevertheless. the
former colonial ootrere

th(J fieht for indepcndenoe from the
aI1 bo:rgooi s revolut t onB, it has be€rl
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Often enou€h it is said that eooialism is the only way to'r'in this national

ind.epeadenoe. art guan rhetoric doee not indicate a.ny broak flom stalinisD or
bo,rleois nationalism. For bor.rgeoi e nationalism in the 3rd l{orld often pairts
itself as Bocialist i and Stalinism no longer relies rigidly cn its classic
I sta6ee' theory. It is well enough cor.tent to patronise the sooialist pret@Bio4B

of 3id Worta eiate capitalisrrel and to plomoto guch socialism as tho way to
rnational iudependenoe.r.

ihe pioneer Russian ltlairi.t ceorge Plekhanoc defined his tlifferenoe from the
Narotbriks W ',oit ina that fcr the l{aEist t

llhe is convinoed that not tho $orkers aae neoessary -for the @!igr
but tile revolution fcr the !i9EE99"..

( Prokhanov, p. lB4 )

Likewise. for the ldaxxist r natior,al intlependenoc (an6 aII other bourgeois
a"roofiil-"iirri ") *" ,r"o.""""y for the workers; for the left .netionaliat, the
workers are ncoessary for the nltiOnal ind.ependence struggle. .tnil now I natiottal
in.repenaencer is ttrefinea in a mystified form so,l|3lJ":"iHSBl#SFlfSE'r$F*"."u
the struggle for j.t ie the various efforts at ne

etep to sooialist stru€g}e, as an elenefltery form of r art i-i''nperiali smt '
The tactioal oonclusion of tbie line of argument is the t anti-imperialiet

united frontr. Nou even when the national quegtion is stil1 central, this
runited front i is u t""p io, the workers. foactical-agrsementa $ith bourgeoiE

nationaliet forces fDr specifr.o actions will be neceesary: long-term politioal
b1oo6 catl only leave tbe workors swindled b:;; their bor:rgeois allieg or perhaPs

by potty-bourgoois Starini"t fo""n". (Sec motst<y TIAL p' 127ff)

tfhon pclitical independence has been won, the oaII for an ant i-imperiali st
unitoal t-ront is simply a call for the workers to ra).Iy behind the t ant i-imperiali gt r

geeturing of tho lolal bo':rgeoisie and petty bor:rgeoisie ' fran should' have

t aught us this lesson.
rAnti-inperialismr, fu]\r-devclopetl, means working-class socialism' hrt

used, as Bornething di stitrot fr-om sooialis,'n, it rneans only the fight for. oolitical
indopenalenoe. t Ant i-imperialiem t today ie rather like ra$ti-fascismi in the

'4Osi the univer sally acceptetl rprOgrlssiver cemse in the name cf whioh olaes

queetions are obsor::ed.

To the milliong of workers a.nd peaeants Hho to'Ia,Jr dofine themselves
politically aE r ant i-impcrialist r r "L 

to tho millions who ponsialereil themeelv€s
Ian i-fasoist i in the '4osr tho taek of Ma'rxi st s is df course rrot to bring
pedantio critigues tut io iry to show tbe walr to a working-class progra'nme ' fut
ihe precon6ition ie that trre- mi.nas of the Ii{arxist s themsc}ves an'e clea1- I}ce
frcm the u6e of I art i-imperialist t rhetoric to 6mear over class questions and to
present bourBeois natiorrilism aJltt leoletarian socialism as Bimply more or less
milite.rrt vcrsions of the same tanti-imperialismr '

This is doub\r importa.nt because of the role of thc sub-impcriaLiet
powere and thc USSR aE! oppressors of nations.

Portugal was the last west Europea'n stato tc reiease its colouieg' llhe

lcaBon was not Portugr:,L r s stren€thr but its Healsx)ss' It was not gtrong

enough to mai.ntain 5.ts position purely Ur econonic means'

For ;iuilar reasoris, the I subimperialist I powers - 3rld- s?r-ne LDCs which cau

soaaoely rantk as sub-impcrialist - are tcday more apt to seek ttirect poiitical
domination of suEioct ,r"t iorr" than are thc big ACC imperialisms' Irant Turkeyt

Bthiopiar are exa.nples. So are Israel and Scutn Af,Dica, thou€h othcr factors
enter thore.

hrt by far th€ Sroatest oppresEor of nationc totlay is the USffi' The reaeou

wfur the Krenlin relies on such Lrut r'1, tlirect nolitical repression is' sutelyt
the fact that the t t.*loto"y does noi have the solidity and the historic
role of a ruling class. ThJ bureaucracy r s 

'rnta€onism 
to its economic baEe

differentiatee it from :.mireri"ii", (i.*. capitalist impcrialism) ' It 
'Ioes 

trot
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Ealce tho Dational oppression inflicta(I \r the bureaucracy arJr 1e88 reaotionarlr.

The Aifferenoe between the US$ and imperialisn is important in some

oitoumstaloes: butr under the faesaurc of the strong infludce of Staliaieu on

the ltot s$ist movEmont ainoe worlat $a! 2 r it haa often been eudifietl.
lbotelvr s oHn auEtreE to tbe quo€tion, rfs the US$ imperialist? r, was a lot

noaler ryee, but i tha.n Ino r .

Gan the IreEerrt eqr@sioa of the I(reEIin be terned inperialism? Flrst
of all Ye must Establigh what sooAal content is inolualed in this-term.
El story has }ooHn the ,imperialism' of the Boman gtate baeecl on slave laborr I
the imperialism of feutl,al. laatl-onaershlp, the inperi;ilism of conoeroial anil
in&rstrial oapitalr the imperiallsn of the fBarist monaro\y, etc. Eg
tlrivipg forco behiud the lloscon l11ea[ceac.f is indubitablY the tenaleEoy to
ggg1itsr r"*,;Ery11gg' iii icvonure. ThlE is the oloment of
;ffrFFialfeo' in ttro wi.aeet sense or-tue wora wtdoh was a propertJr in the
pa*t of all monarohioEr oligarohieer ru1ing oastesr metlieval oetatoe aril
clasBes. Horever, in oontemporary litolature, at leaat l.Ia[iBt literaturet
imperialiBm ie undergt ooal to m€aa the eapaasioniBt oolior of fiaanoe
capital whioh has a very aherply itefiaeat economic oontont. To emp

torm tinperialismi for the foreign Dolicy of the lhenliu - rithout
eraot \r what thiE signifiee - means simply to ialentify the Po1icy of the
Bonapart iEt bureaucraoy with the polioy of monopolistio oopitalism on the
baBie that both one and tho other utilise military force for erpansion.
Suoh an itlentification I capable only of sowing confusion, is mu,oh more proper 

.

to petty bourgeoi s democrats than to Marrigtsrt.
( ttotst<y, IDOI{, p.33-34). (rirEt eDphasis adtted).

Since.trrot61ry Hrote the above works in Oct ober 1939r th€ l4osco{ bureeucaaoy
has givon ropeateal porof of itB rapacity in etriving to rexpantl its ponerf.ite
p*o"fig", its revenueen. 1:n'1946 the Fourtb Inter':rational raieetl the oall for the
*ithtlra al of the US$rs troops from Eastorn Etropo r . evon thou€h the ootmades
regaraloal the East European etatcs as capitalist aaal con8iaereal thet a pnolongeil
US$ dooupation might regult in the lep].aoemont of thoeo capltaliet relationE
by eystems on tho model of the IISffi. In April 1948 the Fourth Intelnati oaal
folt obliged to olarify nhat rtllofenca of thc IJEiSo mea8t. Thc colrades propos€al'
rrDefcnd what romains of the conquests of Oototer, as a morg proclee formr ldiont
a.nd emphasiecd:

rrlt rill be EecesEary to cont i:tue this t evolut i onary olass etruggle
ooneistent\z and unint crrupt etl1y in the caso of the ocoupetion cf anJr

giveD country by the Russiaa arlv, even thorgh the rivolutionary foroos
clash H"ith the Russian ar!v, anal aleo in spite of tbe military oonsequenoes
which thie migbt entail for the Russia8'ariry in itB operatiorg againBt the
imperialist military forces ...ItIt woultl 6o the gravest nistake to app\r the strategr of the r clefence
of the USSR a€airst inpcia;l.iEut to the tifferent tactio{ tllplomatic or
militarlr manosuvres of the br:rcaucracy ...tr

(f'f : I The iIIlIiR and Stalinisn')
If the issue at Bt ake in a given conflict is r'what remains of the conquoat B

of ootobertr - the nationallsed tt'opefty relations - then the tll st indt i cin betfleeD
the IISS antl aapitalist impcrialiEn is important. But to ertraPolate from
defence of the IISSBTT to considcring the subjt€ation of people by tho Kremlin

- as in Afghanistan - as aF I anti-imperialist r alternat ive r at anlr rate to be
preferreal io thc rtek of imperialiet tlomination in tho arear is to suboralinate
thc strr:ggle for ema.ncipatiotr of opplessett peoploe to thc eupty pbases of
I ant i-imperialism I .

To eay that sclf-determlnation is supportable ou\r as an aJx-.t i-iroper iali st
alomand ls to aeny support to most oppressetl people totlalr. To try to evade th€
problem by sayilg ttrai ttrsoc pooplee opprossed. W the US$ or \r LDCs are rreallyt
oppresoetl W imPelialisnr the l(remlin or the LDC bourgeoisle aating or]:y as an

loJ tho
elucirlatiag
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agent of imperialisnr i6 plainly absuttt in. aome oasoB (Ira'n, Tugostawia I s

siruggto for indopondenoo from ito Usm in the t4Os,)r-and. confining our EeIvGs to
a aiElortea onc-tlimeasional vicv in othors ( Isracl/Palcet ine ) '

To mele.raptl-itrlp()rialismr a baEic priaciplo of our politios is at u9e! !o
nake our th€ory a 6ct of cBprty phrasce to bc tagge't onto oonclugions rcaohetl fo
rc.son' having- nothin€ to at lriitr thcory; 'at worst, aoaomoalating to the IDC E

bourgooisioB ancl to St3linism.
rAnti-inperialisnr r ianti-fasoismt r even I asti-oapitalisot I are ttot oonoepts

with thc reoiBion ,non""oj'io ".r*." a baslE for i{arxigt polli;tcs. ol8 iob
i;-;.-;;rf il iiru "o"r 

teaienciee of tlcvelopment t tbc real possibilitles that
ihe workine class caa fiSht forr to formrlato a pooitivc proqfal,lm:' Arguirtg

ii"ii"i-i.-xi;""6'-(pfito")r-inno wartod to.roplace the rselfdotortdnationr
tlemand by tnegativo 

"roe*r" 
i';r"h ." r6et out oi colonieBrt l€nin tcoto' aptly

I thilk:
nThero is notr ,1or oan thero be, euch a thirg as a rnegative I Sociel-

Demooratic slogaa that scrves only to r sharDen proletaeian oonsoj'ouenesB

against imporialiemt ulthort at the eame time offering a positive ar*Ier
to the queBtion or 

=g[-so"i"I-Do'o*t"y r'rill solve tho prob]om uheir it
aesunes p@rer. A raegativet slogant r:noormeoted with a definitc poBiti"'e

Bolutl on will not 'shtpent hrt dulI consolousneegt f'* such a slogan is a

hollow phrao, mere shouting, mcaningless deolamotiontr'-(hnin, CI,IIE, p. !1 )

The ratioRal positive contcat of anti-imperialiem I insofar as.it.is Aistinot

from the firu prograrTur"-;; ;;;ki";c1ase soci'lism, ie self-determinetion of
nation6. Ttras it i" "nrriir""" 

--to-oppo"n 
self-determinati cn i.n the name of the

all€Bodly higho! prinoipi"-"i *'ti-inperialism' (Thore may- be cascg whera self-
ileternriuation ror a pariicri* 

""tro"- 
or people is timitoa because of confliotinE

ligbtE of anothor n"tioi-Ji-p."pi.l nrt ilai's a difiereat mattcr)'

Eouever I IDarJr of our coraa'd'€s evidently 
'lc 

Bee anti-imperialism as scogthing

higher and more rlvolutionartrr than self-determinat ioru
They Eee the negative ro"n*rl rdefeat of .&itish imporialismt aa moro revolutionary

ilu,i tl" ptoposa] for a demooratic solution in rrelaad'

Thie argument Soes through to the ilefinition of oertain peoples as rpro-

imperialigt I ana. tUeretoie noT- a""ortri,g of self-detcrndnat ion (or aut onory ae

iifiii"liiil *1lsht" as asainst an opuroseor powor wt-ri ch caa be ttcfineil aE

i ant i-imperialiet r.. u.*,pii" ou the ito.rthern Ireland"h testnlrts' the

Falklautler e r the Afghans.

Th€ arrist attituile to the neti onal questicn is srely tc fi8ht to
solve it in the most deurccratto taott"r pos=itI€t to Ieave ae little T:9* ""
poeoible for aational ;;#il;;r-t" "r"t fi'u gorud' as mroh as possibre for the

unre'trioted aev"foprnii- oi-ifro'"fo"u stru€Blel To inirotluoe ' ant i-inperiali.mr
aB an €rtra oritorioh ie to rnove off the terrain of trlaEi em onto tho t6!r+D of

nat i otrali 6m.

IICE{TRE/PERIPHNYI IIIEORY

The great bulk of lr,arxist vork on imperialism in the last 2o years or so hes

tuun iorrn'tooaafv witbin tn+ paranctsrs oi 'oeatre/Pripheryr theoly'

The line of thiiking dates baok to Paul Baron I s book I The Politioal
Ecoroqr of crowthr. P;;irg ;h; foblem of .$v lJcs were underd evelope'lr 3aran

anrswered. that tho ,"ir.-rul-Joo" Hero pareaitism nithin tho LDCE and drain of

eurplus to the ACG.

Now in fa.ct the ]evel of pocluctive inveg-tmert in the LDCg is Senerally wr:r

high, ae ooq)areal to u;i;o-p;'i'oas in tne eocs and even in thc AccE todav'

!{evertheleas, Baraa'a ia."" hl"" foa a great influence - and pa'rt i cui'arly the

iilea about th'e ctrain of surPlus '
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This idea is, hotrevor, not very satiJfacto:y thocrotioally. No-one ooBtestg

that ttiele is a substantial flow of profits flom tho LI)CB to the AG$e, nor evs!
that thi8 fl*r is generally greater than the reverse ftov of c4 ital orport.
But capitallst 6rpioitation ie aot eimply a eyotem of pLunal'er of erist ing
resollrcoB, but lAther a Fjrooess of ge1f-oxpaEEion of valuo. Suppose therc ie
foreiE:i oaoital to the aDoutt of 1.Ooo innegtctl in a cogntry, and (through
orploftati.on of labour ) it erpantl6 by 2Q,i per year. Therr an outfl.ow of 20O per
year and an inflor of iOO pen yoar . oa.D, m€an 10rg grewth per year.

Brt if the 2oo atiat not flor out, thera growth roulat be fagter? It is not Eo

simple. EEX atoes tbe 2Oo flow or, ? The oapltelists r luBt f@ Iaofit i5 no

orpia.natli If looa1 opportuaiti6s for inwetment are the beet goin6, tben. luet
for profit ttlctates not hinging the 2oo out, but reinv€Bting: it. cotlvefselyt
if opportr:nities fcr inveet;nt-are botter elsewhene, tben tho most nationatr of
capiiitiste w111 soek'to direot their fu.ucls to tbe other pIaD€ rather than
investing in the LDC in quostion.

In reality inrrestn€at patternB 8ae not simp\r rietermined b5r pofit
marltLt saticn in thie way. The claagio oaEe for ralrain of &rplus I is rhere
foreig!. intcro6t6 ottn a pla,Dtation cr a oine in the tnc. The foreiga cepitollots
are not very interestett in dlv€rBifling into othor industries in tbe LDo; the
neoesaary inflastruatuo r trBined workforce, 6to., do not existl anil the LIC
hone oaakot iE small. Ih6y are not evetr very intelested in investing in new
teohaolvry in tho pl.entatiou or mines aburdant suppli€E of oheap labour mako it
uDleoussar1i. They prefer to bu'ing thotr money bome to the' ACC aaal inveBt it
there. Whou the LDC state takes over thra plaatetion or mirle, how€ver, it is
likely to uee the proftts to hrild up infraotructure and heavy induetry in tho
LDC.

&rt herc the .ralrain of eurplus I is r{hat ie to be erplained, not the
erplanation. It ie aa effect of luaderdevelopneat r 1 not the oauee. (Cr footnote p.8a)

Fbark argueE thst !
rr .or €rtcrrral monopo\r has alrays_resulteil in the o4ropciatign (aad

ocnsegucnt unavailcbility to Chilo / and the 6arne aa8uEent goea for otber
IilJeJ ) of a sigaifioant part of the eoonordo' surplus proctuoed W Chilg and
ite appropa.iatlon W ancther part bf the $@Id oa;italist Bystortr ,.. f*Je:ploitative relation ... in chaia-Iike fa"gbion ortends the oapitalisT
rink between the capitalist wor ral anal nationar metloporises to tho regionar
oentres (part of whooo zurplus they approlrlate ), ani from theae to l;oal
ccntres, and so on to large la,ntbwnecs or nFrchant B who crpropri ate
surpluo flon emall peasante and tonants, and 6on6time€ even llon theselatter to laacllese laboroers erploited W them in tu:lrr. At each step
along the way, the relative\r few oapitatistE abone ereroide Doropc\y
power over the mar5r beIow... Tbue at oach point, the international,
natlonarr and local oapitarist sy6teE g€n€rates economio developm€nt forthc f€w and cnderat€vEloprcDt f or the mar5rr.

(cua pp. Z-.8)
There is tbus a chein of D€tropoli B-Eatelllt e relationa, in whioh the

draia of surprua from eatelrite to etropolle ie Eitrultaaea."ly ttu oa[6e of
tlevelopment of the netropoliB anal underdev5lopoerlt cf the sateilito.

For Fbank thie eet-up is the ro8jor d.efinlnA featuro cf capiteLigr[, arrtt he
consid.ere Latin america to have beou iategpated into a oapitarist rvorid systoro
BiEce about the 16th o€Dturxr. rrporialiam, foe him, thelefc€, is more or leee
EJmor\)Elous Bith capitallsn, and ertende bBok into the 15th centu4yr.

Iumanuel l{allerstein hae r.rittea more oD r o@rtre r and , periphey r in early
capitariem; anal oth€r6 Euch as sami! Amin have ertendeit the conc€ptB Lf centre
alod periph€alr baok into precapitalist hist ory.

The problem rith thig line of theory is ehown, I thinkr in the way that in
the excelpt above th€ reletions of aorrntry to oorntry, region to region, laadlordto tonant, anal peoEant to landleeg labourer, aro all ptaoea u:Uer tUe sar{,e
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heading of Ig3ory -1og " This comnon f eature does of corrrse exist '
But to f ocus on that :.l-sTreiy to . is; out the 91g!$ - 

f eatures of the
capi t al ist -worker relation - in.; the revoluti:nal iaplications rvhich

thlee s;,ecif ic features are held by liarxist theory to have'

The ima8e of surpius being ilrained.by a million threeds fro! ' periphory
tocentreis-a;lovlerfulone"Butitionotavel'ysatisfactorycxplanation
;i A;;;1;p;;r,t,/rrra""ae o" lop ent. con.ide.r the capit " iist/worker 

. 
rel-ation'

For Frank this is an exampie of a centre/peripheyy relatiotr' But does it
make senee to say that this relation Eean6. developnent for t1: e capBtalistl
uniierdevelopnent fo-r,the trorker? No. The relation r:eans riches and power

for the crpitoli.t, poEerty and alienation for the worlier, and-al-6o

-&JLqLo-pDeLi- -€ !Le- gapi t-4!p3l-qo 4(er -4.gaqtign' Accumulation of capital
i.frE 'i.,"r."L" of tG Proletariat r as Marx 1:ut it '

"A1ong with the conetantly dimlliehing Bunber of the magnatos of
capital, vlho"usurp :rnd rlonopolisl all the adva'ntagee of thi6 ;rrocess of
trinsfornation... Srows the .revolt of the r'rorking c1ass, a class always

increasiag in numbers, anci disciplinedr unite'l' or''nised.l)y the very
mechanisn of the process of capitalist pro'Iuction itseLf'rl

tMarx, CaPital vol'lt P' ?6')'
Put it :rnother way. iJhat hairPene to the su:oplus when it finally

.drains through to ttt" ,""i"opoiis oi-laetropolises - sbme us nultinational
HQ? It is not simply co"sunetl by the bosses of the niul t iDat ioilal ' I{o:

they seek to expartd u."i""Itpit"i etil} further - i"e' to 1!g"Slgp the shole

ur.t- of 
"ef 

ati r,ts that brings the'-; the surplus '
The. image of tire pe r iphery/c entre drain of sur 'rlrrs 1:oints to a-n

explanation of 'rhy the wortteri- anA peasants are thrust into poverty' It
a"i"-"rt point to an explanation of un'"erdevelopment '

Brenner argucs es+r'nttally th { !) lit ageinst l'ialleratein:.
itHe nust tn,r. "ii 

-., 
' by" css:-'nt{ally i5norii:g a y 

':inheT'cnt
tendencvof "^pi't"iitm to''Ie'relop the prJductive fories through

iifrffii",: tit"- t r capita'f in f avour of a vic': wili'ch 6eea such

development i" trl""iii-ts * r"':uIt or .^ 'rlrinitjvc accunulation of

capita.l' extr.rctea iro'l' ttte periphery ' '':rr'' 'rr.icn seec underdel'elo?Eent

,u-a rua"f t of I lacl< of c:r '1itr'f 
t 

' 
r' 

.(Brenncr' P' : 1)

Pluadcr bf t'n :r rveak bY the s trong 1s a featurc rf, illL historY since

primitive comtlunism ' the tentre/Per iPhe:'Y theory essentiallY focuses on

this feature. 11 iea.IlY i a com,.ton ieature . iut tlarxiam focuses oa the

differences betHeen' for exadtrl e i the exPloitation ofp easants bY feudal

Iandloran( wiro directlY co ',sume no6 rf tne surPlus i1nd thc exPloitat ion)

o f wi', -workers trY caPitali sts (wlio use tire. surPlus nainlY to cxPancl

taI) , for good- r" aeon. It is in the dliifcruaces thet we can f itrd
c#i

the uni6J[ ding of the internal condradiction, the eaerg,rnce of new

elements r the p tential o.t revolutionarY ch:.nge ' ithout qat focu6i,J

it is ciiifioi lt tc Point to 3trY rg2ggn rrhy ti: c Plunclor of the wee-'k bY the

stron8 6l:0llId be rnore litely to be overthlovn today thap 4Oo Years a5o'

Coneialer an analogY. iy'onen I 6 opllression i.s a-feature of all societies

Eince the matriarchY. It is poss ible to r.rrite its tristorY in terns of a

siug3.e, for-aII-tinee co[cept of r ?atr ierchy r. But then lrhy expect

pa triarchY to be over thrown today rather than 2OOO Years ago or 2OOO Years

Lnto the future? -The reason vrhy !{aru iet feminiete focus on the specifac

d1f ferenceo of womcrirs oP?re56ion under capitalism ( e.9. the snec ture

e!.rorkunder ca.Pitalisn, quite different fron i:re viou6 socle ties ) i6 that
of hous
such a
chaage .

focuE be6t identifies tile neH possibilities of reivol-ut ionary
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tr?ank d.oes write about ocntradidti6nsi but really tlrcre' i€ Do i.nteural t

ttialegticol mcveDent in hie. conoeptB. -&ew@ Iruts it Ulie thiE3

. 
- 

fHaLlersteinr s ar.olyei "J 
tt"u"me to m€ to aln.ount to Iittle mof e

tniia a seriee of defipitioilE antl phrases t ogethiil ittth hle o1taT+l
generali eation.. .llhat is lccking is. a level.'of th,e.oTv that roul'I
oormect the two. tr

. i ( &ewer P. 16? )

. The aoeount.ig is E way unfair to trbank and lfallerstein 1ad their co-
tninters. 'trr"i'frave. pioaq*i .pa'obably .th9 c{eat;tur\ .of receni ltarxigt
writing o.B irperialism, nnrob of it qLite EcphiEtlda+ed hnllVe! s in l,hi6h
tte baaie oonoegts are scarcoly visible. Fbob€I et aI, fm elample;'tsee tlreir
aflalyois ae in 'ibe 'de-pendqnoyi " frasrertork. ' There ie F Eqeat .ileal of \ralE€ to '

bo1earneilfromthiswork,IthInk..:,..,.,,.
Ia some gituationE the imoge s aae €nk emely ant. yost ect I.tlinlc; in

the situati on refer.red lo, earlier. of an LDCte econdry.befng dominatett. by
plantations or nincs owred t6r a for€ign coEpaiul. Sucb a Bittidtion eliBteal iD
laree parts of tbo worltl, at least up to 'l'lor1d l{ar 2. The surplug xag
arainel out of'the LD€s a$S went to e*rand oapitel; elaewtero. .trDd r a€' W8trter

: .. rrTher.e sere no.roade o6nnectilg dLffereu!- oclohies and itlfforeat
.. parte of tbe sa&o.colony in a msnner'that made'eense with rogertl- to
, Africa,g oe'pas *t4 developnent. AlI toadE atrd'Itallwalrs led dci*ir to' 

the sea... ... rm story i6 qften to-Icl that in oitler to'mEk€ 8 telephone
oaII from Aoora., in the hitiEh oolohi of thc Eoitl CoaEt tq lbidiail in
tbe adjaaent trbancih colorly rif Ivory Coaet it was necasemy to be

cortrdctria firet $ith an op€rator .in tcntlon q.r1d t hg-n w'itb- an operator
in Paris tuho coulit offer- a line to ilbialiar.n

(noaneYt s. 22Br 2514)

I{or ;

or eerri-do
eoonomio doririnat i on than'outfight rraersh'i p ,of .the buLk of a cduntr"trt rg

ezplolted natr:ral reeouroesi ttifferent patterns of invEctlBent r etc.t has

BonE together '..rith a. sltift to mee lnd.ireot politicaL control.

that eoonomib Eituat lon fiae nore oF leee i'nseparabl.e flom oolordal
fooiaiB-+foal oontrol. The:shjf! .tq mqre iadirect -forus of

P
I

Clear1y slementb'ri)f ,the

erhapb decidiYe in sorie oou.!
n t erms bi' tneo-oolbnialigat

.coloDial-type set-up Etill .erist - are etill- 
-triee. Brt overell .tq analyg9 m-gdorn itnperiali

- autt that, I thilk'r cseentlal\rr" iE. what the
- aeemB.to me.-to te ml Bleading ln ro1,8h1Jr the
ism as rneo-feuiLaliep t . CIpBrIy feurtb,I' r.emant
vs in some oaiitaligt societieE. Clebrli"many

gm

gc ehite/periphiery ttreory *oes
aame way aE arra\reing oapitat
eliEtr. and Bay even be decisi
oommon .features are ehpred. by feudalism adal

'alt 
sto. Brt .a€aiJr r .from acapit

'ehoul
r evoluti onaclJr. poiat oi,. viewt .

what ie chap6irrygt uherre the p
A fooub on is what is new,

f,b! fuithsr rohang€.
suroly what
otbntial is

ne

Ths ootmonest o{l-t ioigm of the oentre/periphgry theory - and cine pc'et'ty

wiaefv-acoepieO "in* i! wab f*gt eugge sted -br 
l^aa1s.r - is that it Iails

io-iJE " o"'f"-t tioo".df pro6uotion, irutni* ]go5ird mainLy'at ',oe'atisrs of
exohanse..'. In eeBqno€ tbii is the eime point a6 T hal,|e ebgud 'etifite;' Tbe

;;;;i ;f :.ts loiitioar implliclitions are eunmariee't bJr Er'r'$cr!

'rThus go 'lbng aB incorDoration.:i4to tho worla naltcet,/wpr1d. ttiuieion
of i"uo.rr Ls' BEenl ant omaiical}y to Eeqd. uaalertlewloprent ' the lq&ica1

' t arrfiiaotd to cEipitel'ist rurderdeqeloprneFt is not soiialiErn, fu!. ?u!arlv'
$D' lone ag-capitoliBm. tl6fe1ops ne1elg'' threq€[ Equoeuin€:. qy Il€ 'third

" . ioriiil 1[6. pi.iinarv oiponents mrst bL cotre. vercus rrqi.P]e{yr. tho.oities
i verslrs'the' .-o,urtryiiG- - not. the intsnatlonal Br. olet-ariat r . i.4 aJ1ia.nce

*lth +he opples8Eal D@op!6:'6J .EII golmlriear vers[e the. 'bourgeoi sie " fn
i"r, thb'b*ngbr hele'ie 'double*pdged'r on the one bgolt e ne$ oFnirg

' io ttre t nat i#atr buurgeoieie'r;- ou the other han'I t a fol6s sti&tery-for antt-capidi*ist f"evolatiiont'. .. :

( Snannerr P. !1 )



28. rtllost ilirectbr; of cor:rse, the notioD of the rtlevelolment of urd'er-
developmentr opeae'the waSr' io thlrd-worl'alist icleology' Fbom the
oonoluiion 15a1 aevelopme;t oosurr€d oSIy in the abeence of links with
acgurnrlat ing capitalisE in the nretropolior it om b€ oirly-a short step
to tbe etraiegr. of semi-autarkio socialiet deyelcpment ' Tlen the
utopia oi 

"ocia:iirm 
tn one countrxr replaces that of the bo:tgeois

revolution' ' ' 
rr 

( rerrner, p. !2 )

In the peripheqyfqeutre vibw, nationalist, autarchic moves by 'the LDC

bourgeoisie appear as- finft"a, idii"f forms of-the struEgle of periphqy
acaiist centre- - which stnrggie, of courrqs, ultimate$, fully 

'Ievelop€dt 
iB

tf,e struesfe fcr 
'ocialism.*The 

periphery/centre vim thus treces'af,ilJr sneaas

over ofass d.isti[ctions. This is- suowa st'ii]i!€lyr I thinkr w the oortra'-
tLiotions in Fba,nk I s own rrritinge.

Ee alevelopeal his theories in specific an'l vehetuent oppositiotr to tho
Lat in Aeerioan Comunist Parties antl iheir stratery of iuppoi'tine the netimalist
bourgeoi.sie..

Ihehistori6alrieeionantlrole'ofthebolrgeoisie.inlatinSleTica''.
- whioh was to aocornpa.ny and to lrromoto the under'Ievelopmetrt 

- 
of its'

society antt of itseir. 
-_ is frni;hed. In Latin &nerica as elsethere t

the .role of plomotin€: hi st ortoal progfeEs has nor fallei to thb nasees

of the people al'one .i,. [o applaud aod in th€ r6re of the people even

to'eapport. tne bourgeoieie ia- its alrea{y played-out role or the sta6e

- of history is treaohetous or treaoheryrr': - (clnar p. xui-xuii)
Yet throu8hotrt hio i*ritings are scattered approtring referen&s-to.

aationali8t segieats of the b'o.Jgeoieie as rplogresFivert'. For eraople thie
oorment ol ha afl befcrre the 1964 ocnrp:

'IIhe progressive forces, itrclutting harilian lrat\1n?1ist htiTFt
interests, h"d "fi.;;J(;;d;t )-t""lalt an alterhative"' (but )
E.rf*t ugtin tri"d to put off l"'?il' of t-h€ prgeiT€ssive 'feces!'

. Bara,'s o";*. ,** ,." ,0" ""r*r"ulu"ll":: :*, or the i.eas or
tU" """t""/p""i;#y 

th;"Vr is fairly expLicitly rosul'letl W Stalinis' ' Ia
;;H;; 

-h"'iaoiu" in""" f;des 66ekina:d.e,elopnent in l'DCsq wbichevq orass

ii", ,ort 
"or" 

ftom. tti ioir." thr! nro6ei pnovrala \r rsooialism iu 'oae -countryr
ii-trrffiml- il;'b;;;;ie ana petty-ro,,8eois foroes.in LDCg have folloxe.l
t his advice, witb etate-capltallet^or'Stalinist regults'

Ebank is sharply opposed toffie. Yet t it ieeurs. to tr6t in the entl he'ie
tiett by the sane neo-Statiaist fb;eflork. As Bewe: pbints out, he arguee

for solia1lsm not \r itleutifyinC a revoluti'nary cLass that 
-'ca'n 

c eate itt
but by inalicting oalitatisn for its leclc of cdpitaliet development '

ti[hc clagaiaal t{aaxlEts assuaed tha't each cou:riry nnrst go throrlgh
succeeaive stqgee of alevelopment; the oapitalist stage p€rfofiEe'I ths
ldstorio task of oreating a- ltol'etariat an'l layinA the naterial -b'asis
for the Etcoeetling sta6e of socialism. I€nin and []otslry aagEed that
the bo*geoioie ii nr$i"-(tU"" " retative\ bac*ia d oorntry) sas too
weak to ia.rty thrqlgh the po3'itical tasks of the bourgeois rqtolutiont
s6 t hat the prolettrriat had to take .the lead ard' oould then oar-'ry

JrJeht oi io in" eocialist ievolutioD. The evelution of a reletively
UcfcviarA oormtqr tlifferetl 'fron tbat of the more adva$cetl centreer
Thi6 axgulleat r however, stiU presupposes the existence of a proletariat
,A"S*IE i" tfr" teg., a d thue a rerlain degree.of capitaliEt alevelopment.

tdorever, in the firrt half of t6E z0th oeuturyt there. uere ferr
sigas of capitalist tlevel opm€nt .ia uuderdevefoped oorurtriest gntl many

'Idsrxists came to' egue a positiou alimoet di-ametrioally opposetl to thet
of the olaseics. nf,ere ii had b€en arglre6 that oapitalisl developgeat



reg
had to or€at e first the Dossibilitv of a socialist revolutlonr it $as no$

devBlopo€Dt made sooialist revolu-
erpoaent of tbis vl€ur sLumed up in

lnerLoa: Iird6rtlev€lopu€at or Revolution.

highegt form iB Eooi.a1ism. l

llhis tcleolo$i oa.E to tresfqreil isto Eolosthi!8

This Bhtft of perep€otive eutaile e shift to a Eore volurltariBtio oor
dEpt of politice alcd to treating the poaEaitr? or luDpelprolet€aiat r ratb€r
th;u tho induBtrial proletoriat, as tbe r ovoluti oaarlr olaBso lDhts
trend in polltloal thlatl!8 lraB encouDas€al ty tho sucosaB o'f the Chllose
and Grbao revolutl onett. ( uener p.286).

Fo! I{arrlste I the laturo of socialiso cterives ftoE the nature of the a€ent
of sooialio, tb€ io6-qlg olass. hrt Ela^rk iitetrtifiee ao paritiorlar a€eat. So

how is eoolaitEu deffi6[i- 8y nhat tho StaliniErt6 oalt iaotqelly edstlnA eocial-
i srnrt. The fonoea fightlng for tlevelopent I .whoeYer they aqg.r 8r€ adviBeal to
follox tbat motlelo

In hiB re@nt book rhislg lu the Worltl Eooaoryr, Fbark ls quite Bharply
critical of S'talinist rgooialisarr brt seeos to dral, oouoluslona of peeuimim
aboirt soolaliBd altogethor

cBrlBE/PBrPHrnY trrEORYr SUIIIIART

. 0o the soaffolding of oentre/periphery theory - to repeat --have beon huag

manJr detalled malyses' whioh'eem tb ne intdiesting a11d. vatuable"o Dat fcrr the
furiher arguannt of tbis alltlolo, rrhet ie important ls.the teoad E€!3raI iile..g
that b3ve Sutered. the thlrkta. oi the 1"ft from the theorg anil fuoD bourrgpole-
popuust and Stalllriet i.afhfiiroes ncre geaerallye [hege are:

1 . llhe iilea of th6 thala of suplus ae 
.the caus€ of undertlevelopmnt ia

the uCe a:cd ateveloplrlent ln tbp ACC6.
In faot the (haln le by ao meaas suffioieat to aooolrrt for 

'16!'€Iogrcatla tbe .{rCCsr Ia, 19674, the ctlreot fcreign irrestneut inooE€ fllon IDCB for tbe
us ,* tfoql n, roe'tii, uc &1?q,' ( rarratt hosa pr227). q[ls ls a-verJr,soall
proDortio! of ihe a,+tioual laoore (see aleo Brlett bowal Af; 9ft914)o

There ie a,[otf,br argu1e,t - iir4ifri &manuet I ri I aoaordi!* to 'hLch surplue
iq thaiaeil frou IJCs to ACC6 prrirari\r tf unequal erohaage rather tbEr repat'-
riatioa of profite - vhioh taflicateg a biggei tlrain. Brt -Emn th€8 the draitl
oouftl not be g'oeuse of fglative irosPerity ia tb€ ACCB ullsrs a blg fop'
ortioa of tota-I rnorltl gurplus rr4lo lltloahrceal iD ths'LDCe - 1".e. the LDCS flere
high\r d6\re1op€al.

2. Ttre idea of forelgg iBve6tnsrt betag 'gcnealty.and !€oosrarlly Eore
erploitative anal di8a&tantaggous tban aatioDal oepital (beoauee it {lles the
oouatr1r iato a web of perip[ery-oeatre relations)r

in ,aatt LDCs foretgn oapthl @ haal tlevastating effeots for th€ maio!-
ity (th6 casi of the eooiory i'oor"Fot mines e plantations ouned ty a fon'
;#"';;;p"ry).-A i;";;;t of those minesl praatatioas, (or oilftelael .oanars)
l/',tre nltr orist at€ 1B not onl" q Yraoenrsary part of the fi€tr for national
independenca tut a pogreeBlv€ Do'tt€ for bourgeoie eoonomlo developme:rt '

hrt the Eenerall'satlon about forelg! oapital leade to r€Eartliti€ eqt-
archic ( IoapitEiiE'Ti-6iETourtrv') poliaieg ae relatively pnogreeaine -
rhioh the crc aot. See itr 

"", "t-pf. 
qf thio .oonclusion. t-hi posteoript by

E r.=ilTffi1t riaieter A.t.Babu'in Walte! RodDeyrs book, where l_ie

e"rgues for rroptin6 out of IEoauotion for the Eo-cafletl world rirarketi- aad
rejecting al} foreign ltweEtDert.- 

,fia-eta'nple of the iaflueaqe of theee two iateas i6 the artiole by tltll
R6issr6! oE ,tlrg6atina r.hioh a.Pp€8ed ritlely iil th€ IISF'I IEeEs auriug tbs
Falklaads tla!.
EEE @NRI'PTION O8 lgE IHEOMT OF PEMTA}T.ETT RETOTI'IE(r

Ihtter the infiluonoe of oentre/periphery tbsorT antt 'rroad'lor Ea&Jr stee:
(a) natlonal lattepeniloloe ls aentrai; (t) rt coo be tFlly aohioved orr\v by
eooiafisr; (o) tUe path forarcl ie therefore throu6h aa aafi-inpetiallst
etrqggler'oi iUion lm irot pid.tive form iE bo,rgeoi' ;atiohellsn aoal tbo

argueal that the eb6eDce of oapitaliEt
tio! EgqEgIIi tlo,Dk i8 the leadilg
the title of oD.e of bie boolts, Latin

r€6oob11Dg tho hot€Krist
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theoay of pornatront !€rrolutr. on. iust tp eddlnS some lnsi Btelroo on the. neeil fc'r
;;rk$S ollee lead.ership ior td sooi;li"t oqirLnatior of the antl-lnperlall et
etru88le. fut tto reEeoblaaoe. ie deoepthe r

Ehe theo4t gumarie€d aLow maas acoeptin6 tnationsl iDdePotdoaoe t -
tteftuod aot peiiaely, brlt ia utopian terEs of t inilePerilent 

'levelopmtrt 
I - a8

oentral, xhereas ltard.au tlomnals Iseoise tlefilultios'
Ii ueana aooeptbg t"ureeoj.;, Datioualim as the f;lrst fcm of the aati-

iDpd'taugt str.uggle, "i"r.*-xo-ieo 
sur'et y deoandE ooErtorposi[g tho Hotk€rB

t o' tu" r",,rsuor ere e:lr* 
"rE"*gu.o##r*ffiffi i"*#;,, *o

" 
ooi "rllr'if, !' 

"liIH t* headins or' anti-i mperl ari m --!g!!- glel 
- 
al ! 1 ere

aloflneal ae tbe fl*ht f"t ipa"p""a.it 6eTelopmDt - rath€! ttran strfotlv afet-
iaguishlna.

Ideasnotveay.llff€r€ntfroothleEe€mato.toldBatgnasJrooEadoglDhds.
Bon elee oan they orr* ii ooraterpoeiDa a$tl-imp€rierl.m to bo'gSsolp tlenooa,oJr?

Bor,, elB€ oan ths Argent:.ne lnvasion- of tf,e Falklan'tE b€ 66en aE a fir6t Et€p

tn antl-imperiallenr tn . pooeea of gariaaent !€volutioa? Eow elee oaa tb€

Cathollo sirus€te dt ff*ili"-f"efara' (wUioU, I bell€wt ln. oontraet to-the
Arcrn tin€ Jun{ale adrcnturcr i bas a reall pogressl'w L.e. boulSeola d€nr

"-JJi.'i"it3ti; ;;-;;lr"u* r"oiie-rilhin tt the soolarra that riIl
Eolnc tbe potiea or Catholio-notestaat iorking clasg rurity'? In both oaeee

erreote are- eaatyg€al lot ie whet they arer hrt ftom slgttirg tben lnto- a fe-
oonoeived aoenailo of eEoalatine eati-inperla1isn, leadirg lio soolalist rsrF
olutlo[ - astt thelr reatllng bapktrards.

llthle sort of eoEnalio-thi''r.{ "8 raa oBtabllsbecl ia tbe IlotdrflEt E@t-
neat reII bofse th€ tl*ri""ti*s ir trb*t and hle oo-thilkorst

trore Dust b6 F"padii""t .r all to enter the struggle, coaftitat tbot
tbe logto of 1tE al€tts1ofrt-i"-i"r"rfblv tJlat of .the ponsa:ltr1All}o"

Ina gespils at tbe fbst handLe cf,forett Sr the.situallon-(ry:-^: Dolte'

n"nte, ro*Ers r atrlkee; @ uatiqral il€noastrati oas ) to 8o rtt[ tD€

Drr,saesr a.o,oo"t ie-tii it""-iJ G the f:1-st *:: "s*Tt luperialtmo '

Srea thonub tn"y "w ory at ths ians tloe, 
- 
rlopg. Ilve Eils--Far.olllr !

rLoS LiY; Xoasffi,, 
-i-1a1rg 

live Bollrgtribar r their Beooltd cay riII laee
ltably t€ aaelnst il, tiitiot H'4t the traltor peeohas 

' 
the feudal-

oapltallet troitorcltu" cy' oi tt cairo 
'Ieoonstlatoret 

rllar aad

revolutloarn. (Patlor'p.34;
Eat W belns ,*ts;i ;iii;'l"h tb€o4r lt has luen Evst€uatigeil as'l

ratloaElisecl.

IIIROIEIffIS IIEEORT

Let ue look baok at lbotal6rr s fortulatt ou of the thsoay of permaneat

Fbom tbe 18!0s on, thsr€ raB a debate betweea I{a istE and Narodnr ks in
no""ra "uooi-tu" 

irt*"'oi ile oomi4 r€voIutlo!. Thb Naroilnikc Baid it $as

sooialist. U1e titardEtg ""i;-i;disr 
rlotelqr r s theottr started flrolv Soo

the t{er-ist sialer
tllo one 1D tb6 raDks of the Bu6sian Social D€oooaate (re aII calleil

ourselves sootgl D€Dooa;; iL"i haa aay- 
'IorutB 

tbrt rc rere aplnoaohing a

; !o;;il ,E*i"ir*,'-tn"i iir " relorulion pod'oe6 E tho ooatrailotion
betr€€B the al€velotrmt oi-tue-iloa.otive foloes of oepltallst sooletJr aail

th€ outllveaoast€ aail "t"i" ""f.t 
t*ahipe of the p'ctod of B€rf'loo- etl tb€

t{itLtt€ aseg. rn tle gtmisi;;;;; tG ryrq$& ua the anarohiste' r bad

to devote not B fsu speeohes ard artlcl€s la thoee 
'tayE 

to the 'Isrlet eBl-
l"it'.i-ti" uorlre"or;r nattre of the iopeotuae rerolutlmr'

ltre etartila porJior-rt"tdryre variant ritH'a the geueral xard'st
ana\rsiti xas r hderr€rr 'that3

kl'be bomgeol" ono"*ut of -the retolutloa oorrlt} not"'' anetrer 1'll

aamaoe-iUe q,r"itlon of ttion of"tees woulil solv€ the t€6lGB ' of the demo'

oiatlo revolutloa a,nil "l"t-i["-tti""r 
rolatl'ondLp of tbolto olasgos soul'l

uen. (PRr p.2-3)
1



oD Spaiar lb"t:il polemiois€d asainst Aad:e:'I1at who

ifiterDretett r pernanent '"i"ii[ti' 
as th-e assertion that the r elolutioa HaB

, soolalist: - Lrations with tho follot{i!€i' -"**;: :: tndres Nin bcsa4 his uoafccf 
-$11rl.e not the Etrugsle retween

ti"=i"t rthe Etm€are that is btgiTiT^';hrr*.'trt-u"tilen faecism and

bourgeois-democrracv and fascisml ":-:"i: iil"'?!".iiti;trr deteanined bv
J.oilfi*t"' The sooialist character or

lll;l*truil'li#it$1ifl'$;;#u:tqg;i,:g.
[ffiJft:t;+f 

. 

*tgnn "ffi ffi : HHH'", ilr**irul'*
Po1itioal taskt
harr-deaf t""*;;* I;;o"" =o"i"ii"t tJ'i;;;;:-iiit o"o'"uov not on\r

to Eav r',hat i" *i}"i"io lorou trgw t" "lJ-i"ii{-iei 
as ontts point of

aeparturerro 1t1'f i 
" 5!-"ii"r RcwlutioB' -p2oa-5)'

rnd in the **Jl*iiif,';;;;-ilt''rJ'-"ii'oiued permanent revoLutiotr

nith sre at €n:ffi:!!;, 
rh: _T.TI:" 5* *.TI*#::,:1. "::Hfr 

i:l;
pro8f anme 2aglarian revolutiont natloBai
aseembS/. *rv i["v *ii1" "[r" to Eur non aad utrite tbe farmere '
oa the basie or it"" '""oi"tionary -democtratio 

prograrsne I it is neoess-

ary to oppoee tn"-*itJi"-to tte to"tionari mtl E"oi"ie' I'heat at a

cortaln "t*t il'til'iliiri""ii"" of thJ- masses unaer tbe sl oga'us of

of revolutionary ttemoc"acy, soviets oan and should arlse' Their hist-
olioel rore * :#;;;li*ii"a' p*iloflar\r thetu reration to the

Nationar l'=".uiil-''iii;';;#'i;ed' bv tbe politioal lyl ol the

proletariatr tuJ i'ooa between them and ihe peasc'ntry' and the char:oter

of the Iz! letarieo. p'rrty nolitics' Sooner or later ine soviets shouLil

a ovelthrow lrourgloi.-a",i.".rty' Only they a19- oagable of. briltrilc the

d.emocrqti.o revoLution t6 e conclusioo ,ita lik *ise opeuing aa era of
eociali st revolutiou.n
rrlhat is the differenoe betileen this and the vulgmieeil voreion. of por-

mandnt ievoluti on describeil above? Ths lbot slqfist theory says: this is a

bourgeois revolutioB. &ganise the working cla8s to fight &r bourgeoiB demo-

cratfc tasks in oppositiin to the bourgeoisie: os th..t baeis win woEkers I po$er.

ft" oofg*1"ea theor, sayi: this is a irooess of permaaeat r.e{olution. $rpport
the bourgeols nationalist fir8t st a8e of iti Develop it.

It will Eror,r over I into eociaiist revolution. Bor:rgeois democratio issues -
like freedom of trade urrions, poLitical partie€ etc - are not v€rxr import-
ant here since socialism is hiSber ttran boru8eoio democraoy.

FORTT.ETVE TEARS OI{

'In the srurnary of lllhe PermaEeat Revolutiont, lbotsky wrote:
tqith regard to colurtites with a.telated bor:rgeois 

'levelopmert,especialiy the coLoniat anal semi-colonial oountries; the theory- of the
peimanent- revolutioa signifiee that the compLete ancl gemrine eolution of
iheir tasks of.aohieviag deno@acy a.nd nat ional emanclPat i oI1 iG Goncei\F
able only through the ttiot at or ship of the rroletariat as the leailer of
the subiu€ateal nati orL above aII of its pea6ant massesl. (pnt p't5e)
Follot,i;g thisr some comatles s,.'em to algue tbat the tDCs nnrst retand

still r with respect io bourgeois lrsrf,eimtlcri - the elimination gf pre-
oapitalisi o,rvivals'- uAti I the lroletarian revolutLon' To admit that

the colonies have won n+tLonal inclependlnce, for example, ie to d'9n1i Clotslry-
i sm.

I thiEk this is l,riong. Iboisky a-luayo srote on a short tlno-spdn' Ee

was conorsned about the *6toti orrurl, possibllties for the nert perioAt lot about
rrbat woultt happen if those revolutionary possibilities were defbateclr a rrG|lil ter'

happened., and 35 yeare of capiElist alevelopment followecl.
Or'Russia, Lerrin repgai"dly argtrdl +hai tf-t; ..or o t!'o .a'lternati,vbo for

the country t s bourgeois hamsforr8ti-on:



trWith the Feeerrt- eoonorf c UaiJ2ot the Russlan Revolution, two nalnlines of its dovelopnent and. outcome are otsectively poesibJ.e:n'ith* the orcr. tand.lord.-eoonoa,, to*,a "; i;-i;-b-;;;;;t of thre€dsto serfdom, iE letained ond turns- slot fy-into plo" fV 
"upii"ti-_J, 

- 
r,1,_rtr"o,

eo jgorqr" ' or the ortt landrard ."orrorry1u boroken up by revolution, whioh. tl€stroys all the rerics,of serf,d.om, #a-iu"e" ran.owne"6hip in tbe flr'tDlace. . .tr (me, p.3z )
rhe firRt artelnatite - the fp.rrseiaa roedr - muery also applies to theoorurtlie' rbotsrsr l+as referring to. r" trre-rrtird rnternaiionar "ii"r.i"iir]i"(rrtL,-p134)r Fot"rv rerere tJ tr," pos"i;irit -"r1niHil;;fi;=i,J,.
To use th: _passa4e o.ted.t tfre tesi;in! of thie Eectlo, as a basis for

lFi;tFrtltf,; Hffifti:r- hT:.H;#lrri,t"*H"3'd:H-
$lhatever eIBe capitalilp c9n do, it oannot etaott etiU. If the worklngclass proves unabte to lace tfre f""a I ""r-miifv Ao" to si"itu*l-ii-tua f"the 1!20e_and 3os anal 40s - then the b;;";;;; lritr tra,n'form society in itsotrn rday. fhe variant is D€nti oned by lbotitg in passirg: ' --.-:

-.rrIben,the Etn€B1e for aatioail ftt "-"tit w:ilt lroduc€ on\r vcr;r partialreeults, rcsults direot.d entbe\r r*einst ttre-rortctne ;;;;;;.-?frr'ii$f "'-'

_- - ; TF f?"1, it seemB to me, is thet the whole lhirtl World hee hed. a bourg€oigrevorutlon (winning nalionar inilependenoe ). some countries have had iaternat
bourgeoie revolutions (Moxioo is the oleareet example: it 6eema to me to be the
one oountry in the lro!.Itl, a"fter Fbance, nearest to the rnornr of a bourgooisrevorutioa). others have been subetantial\r tra.nsformed. the tBiema,rcldah nayr(hezi1,). All these revolutions antl tra.neformatione are, to be eure, inoomplete.hrt they have happened.. To anait the perfeot, rcomplete, bourgeols irrrnsforma-
tion and to refuse to reoognlee ar5r qualitative cbange uatil thea, mqtrr appear
very I intransigent r.r Brt it is aotqally todoss our €yee to reallty - aad to
the'basis fo! futur€ revolutionarJr a.ctioa.

In manJr LDCs tt olearhr still nakes Bense to say thet the ishadj.ate Losu€s ar€
tbo6e of a bor:rgeois revolution. In others - espeolal\r the nore clerr€lopetl
LDC6 - suoh a wiew is total.ly nls leediago lbotslgrrs theey of p€rma.nent re\F
ol.ution is sttU a biUiant tool for rmderstantlirg the relation betweou bour-
ge6ls-democratic etru4glee antt the fight for workere t power. Brt the theory
wao developed aB an applioatlon of concrete analysis.ip opposition to the
trtensbevik ebBttaryt h:ietorioal scbema,tl.Bm. To nake lt a Der abstla.ot bisto
ical Echema is to falgify lte spirito

moTElrv chr uExrco

A useful otrebk on the i6eas 4evel.oie6 above is prori6e4 W studyins
llrotslry I s writings on }ierico ia th6 peliod of tbe carclenae go.rerrment (1p3{-
rto); which las the culmination of the revolution opened in 1!10o

1. He had no qualslo aborrt recogrising. it ae a bor:rgeois revolutioa'
nThe ltfisri oan revoluti on ie ncrr-caarying out the sa&e work as, fE insta$oe'
the USA acoompllshed iu three quarters of a ceutulyt t"Si'11n€,'lih tb
Revolutionary War for independence antl fiaishing nith tbe--CiviL.tlar

. for the abolitiou of sla'ery .nd for nati onal rmificationrr. (Writings
1937jr p.359)

2. Ei6 atiitude $aE warn sympat\r to the borrgeois ievolution -antt 
ita

bourgeois Lead.els aga,inst impetialism aad internal !6actiont couPletl rith a

rigi"a ingistenod ou-w crklry olaes inclepend.ence. All his cormeats on cerdeaas
ar6 q,mpathetic. Yet the lhotslryicts refuseil to vote for Cardenas r partJr
(writirg" 193L9r p;116). And Trotelsr most veh€roent1y denor:aoed Lontrartlo

'ioteaarril wiro fla.it. Ur-i.* trade ir:rioae into politlcal suppoll for Car'lenag'
3rlloarguetla6a.inetlrlexioofol}otringthemodeloflsocialismis'on€

courttY' or autaro\r:
itllbese notes mai/ seem lmbuett wlttr a very noden'ate t almost consel v€ttive

sDirit in oomparieon to the high-flowar-but alas eq)ty formulatioas of the
prfi*. fteri,oo ts seoond sir-year prag/. se b€lievet however, that oul
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point of view 18 mof e realistic €Dal at the eame tinp more revolutionq. . o
-Tne 

peasantry Houltl uD6erstana 7@ fo.rame sf 1a'lisal agraaia$ reforp/
...an6 acoept it mgch more roarm$ than thie rrague anal verbo'e translation
of the offioial dooumnt e of the l(reollno o
nftrrning oners baok on forelgn capital and spealcin6 of oollootivisation
and industrialieatr. on is m€ro intoxioation w'ith words...tr ( and lboteky

advocates inviting foleign oapital on tbe basiE of jolut eDtcrFLBeE aDd Btlict
bontr6le) (writinse 1938-9r i228r226).

THE IIII,EEnDDIC-HTEARIN-1,ETIN TfiMf,I OF IIIPMIATISU

lhe trhank-flollo"stein theory is qulte different in subJeot matter, purpose t
allal ootclusions from the theory of inporia]. i sm alerreloped b€fore anat th:riD€
liJolllil }Iar r by Eilfoillin8, Btthsrin 8ct Lenin. rt i.s theefore oolfqsed and

confusin8 to defend ideas fuom the Frant<-,lla1ler6teir'theory in the nane of,

'defending. the Leninist tbeory of imperlaliEmr.

Lenin does, agitatlonally antl polamioatly; refer to tbe plunder of LDCg

by ACCe. hrt in'hie theory this t impo.r't of revenue I is the flifeide of
r export of capitalr.

Ee t akes the ar8uneat furthest yhen 8ivin8 aone casdit to a opeorlation
of Hobsours: that tleBter! Erttope woulil beoome a grorp of rrentier etatesr;
oonsieting oole\r of people livirg off dividencls antl eeavioe workers'
( tlmporialism', p. 9?). 

-In fact +he Last 80 years 6how that Eobsdnrd

"p*ol*tiorn 
rraE ill-founaea. ( perhape lt flowetl from Hobson aocept iDg the

nttion - lecurrert in bourgeois econoriioE - o! * absolute 81ut of oapital in
the ACCB, and thus Endet.e sa irEat ing the soope for further oapltel acountl'latioE
t here ).

Brt in arJr cese tbis ttheoret ielr ertreE€ r $e8 one in r.hioh the IDCg

trould become induetriallv the moet d€v,€IopEq part of te rorlcl. For l,enin'
plunde is f@s, not uldelaleve loEueat.

Inltaad ttf eeol4g imperialiEB e6sentially
ooultry aloe6 to 

"notttui-(w-rrfr 
ii"-i.ili?o does to the periphery )

Bulharin-Lenin theot? tried to aJxa\r.Be iqlperialism as a eystem'

Hllfertting, ', BrkhariE a.nd tenia posed themselves the probl em of erplaining
koy development e 

' 
betueen 18Bo asd 1914: tbe rush fon ooloniee, the drive

to lrar. They undertook to 6hou thnt these were aot mole or less supcrficial
ohoioesr but erprosoione of the latest eta6e of developEent of oapitalism
ae a eyeten..

Conoentlatio1 antl oentralieation of oapital had neadhed the point that
major intlustrieB were dominatetl by a felr moao poliee. Bi8 sootiona of
induetryr also, were oontrol'Ied by banlcing oapital: Eilforrting oal1g this
alevelopment finanoe capital.

Theseg?eatconcentlationEofcapita}seektoexparrtltheir.operationB
aoroes the giobe. Ihey seek Baxketer sources of iatr materiatr'a, antl openings
for investment

The leading capitaliet Poirer€ lrlrsu,e poliaies of oolonial cpnquest to
olear the ra37 for this oapitailst etparrEioE. Ey dhe eally 2oth contur:r the
wor16 had. bela completelf ttividett upi Dre'Eurs for redivieion. meaat lr-essure
for sar.

rrl"le laitl baro tbree fundarnental motives for the conquest polioiea of
mode!'n oapltaliBt Btates! inoreaBGd oompetditi-on in the salee marketst
in th€ market s of raw materialel and fo! the sphereE of oapital.
investment.Thisierhatthemod'orntlevelopmentofoapita}isnandit8
tlansformatioh into finance oapitalism has bou€ht ebout '

nllhoBe three root€ of the polioJr 6f finance capitali'sm1 houever,
repeeent in subst a,noe on\ three fadetd of tbe sarne phenome ont
aanely of the oonflict betYcen the growth of produotive forcos
on thL one band r and the rnat ional l 'tirdts of the lrorhroti'n orgBtri Batior:'

on the cther.'r 
/ r.r-r,--i - -- t r.,r )

as xhat one

r the Eilferdln€-
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. Eilfcrdingr htkdarin and Lenin wrote Df imperialism as a epoch of

r€aotion and decay of c6Pitalism: .They meant that tho p€riotl of the more or
leea organic Blroead of oapitalidm tras finiBheal, to b€ followcd- by a periotl

tlFor nine-tenths of tbe populatisl of the advanoed cou-atriesfor
hrurilreds of millions of peoples in the oqlonioq antl the baokuard
countries, this epooh (tbe p'euious oner 1871-1914) was not one of
rpeacer but of opleeseion, toriuresr halrors thBt seemed the Dore

torrifying ainoe they appeared to :,e withort end. This epoch ba8 8on€
foreirer. It hsE been folloved W a nerr epoch, oontparati.velJr Dore
lmpetrougftrll of alauFt ohaa6es, oataBtrophger coDfliotsr qn 

-qpooh 
that

no longer app€ars to th€ toili-Dg m.tsse€ a6 horror ritbout eud hrt i8 ar
ond firll of horror' rr ' 

(**rr, pr€f...c6 to hrkharin, p. J o)

Ehe new cpochr hotroger r.. ras .not one of ota€nation.
rrThe ertraorilinarlly rapld gloitth of uorltl eoonory t ?artioulerly

in the last deoe6es... thi industriali'at ion of tho a€rarian 
"od 

eernl-. '
agrarian couDtrleB fooeeds €jt aJ!. uBbelievably S-lick t:PPo" .|t

(arturin, p. 2Br P. 19)
trlt woultl be a mietalce to beiievc that this teDilenoy to 

'boaJrF€;Iudes the rapitl grorth of capitallsm. It alocB !ot..' Or the rhotrd,
oapitalis ie Efo$iDS far rnore rapid\r than before; but thiE g"trth ts'

. 4ol oaly beooning more o'td more urloven ia gereral, its utrevEneas. aleo' 
manifesis itselfl in partiaular, in the dJcay of tbe c,rntrieg r.hioh aa'6

riahest in oBpital ( uitai,o) ..
rtTho erport of capitaf irrf,luencoa antt greatly aooeleqates the

. development of oapiiali.sm in those.oountrice to Hhloh it is-erpor!e1:-.'
t{hile, thereforo, the erport, of ospita} mhy tenit to a oetrtail extent'to
a,rresi developrnant - in the oapital-erport ing oountri€B, it c'r on\i'tlo so

b;r expaad,ing aad aeepenilr3 the furthel devcloprnent of capltalism
throu€bqrrt the norld. . .

"OapitalismisgrowiagwiththeTeatestr*i'Iityinthecolml'ea'
and in ov€rseas comtriee. Arnoag the latterr new imperialist pc'trees

are energirg- (e.e. Japaa)...tr
(Inainr P. 1'17r P. 62, P' 92)

Thie perception of the grorth of capltalism in the Ltrc6 raa t indeodt the
baei6 of lcnin's argurcnt on lhe inportance of nat iona1 liberatioa strugElee:
$ith that Sfowtb of oapitaliem woultl come tlre rice of sooial foroeB oaPable

of leadins borrgeoledemooratio revolutionary BtruBEI€o.

A NE*I EPOCE?

To use a do6oatio repnotluotion (or, nore ooolrrit ely t what is falsely
imagin€at to be a dogoatio reproduction) 6f ar analy6ia of aome 70 yBars.a8o

"" ir, *"1y"is of to6ay ig to realuce tiecry to a joke. To re-,s€ r uDDoilifi€dt
arr ascount developsd to orpl&iD oolmial conqueet, lnoreased imperialist
r J.valr5r, anil the raplil beeimings of oal}itali@. i! the LDCg t aE aa erpla nat ioa
of adolonieatiotr, three deoad6g of tIS i super-ioperialiem I , aad all'eged
ot a€nat ion in the i,!Cs I ls to substitute for trla*iem the ar.t of teoltittg
phrasee.

Inalg54articlsHasuaAlaviarguotlthatonoximperialismhalreplaaetl
the oI<I:

'rTo sun up, wc find that tbe pf irclpal aim of ncc-colonialiEu or the
new .iop€rialislo i8 not the e.rlort of oapital aa a means of erploltin€
chsap iab our orGre€ae r ft iJ taiher that of conoentrBti[g investment
at Loure to expan.l gloduotion i[ the Betropol l'tP'L .)irutrt]y arvl. of Baakinq
to alominate the uorld marEets...rr

(p. 123)



Ee pneeeuts a oleas argument t#5tnu llilfeniting-BrkharirFlonln theory
was rel€vant for ita daJr hrt uust be replaooal W a n€w theory todasr. lle caa
acoept or rejeot this arguraent. llhat ne ehoulil not do is accept his aaoount
of preeent-day reality and Epat ohcook it together wlth phreEes from the
( aitterent ) UilferiliD€-hkhariD.L€nia a,ooou.lt of the reelity of l0 y€arE a€o.

Aepoots of tho Bilferaling-Drkhain-Lenin theory oaa b€ clitioiseal in the
1i6ht of later evitbnoe and tligcusslon. Leninl -ia paatioular, som€ti.los Eeems
to come vory olose to the runaleroonsunfrtioni st t /t obeotute glut of oapltdl l
trotiors whioh be had himself shalply critiGieecl in 'the Ibvolopneat of
Capitaliem i:r Ruseia. (see'rlnperialisnr, p. 50). Ehie featrtre I I thinkt
helped nourish the t oetastr ophi sm r of uuoh poet Uorld tlat 2 lbot slqriat
economio aua\rsis.

Iot the theor5r rernains, I think, s bil,lla$t eta&Ple of l,Iarxist qmthesie I
a.nd aa iraportant guido aad refeloaoe point for us today. The point iB that it
cannot Bimply be applied aB a roaq)rdoade answer to todElrre gueotioner as\Jr moro
than l,larr's raitinas oould be applied tUrectly and unmodified. to the oapitaliem
of the early 20th centrry.

A number of importaht new tleveloDmenta Elnoe tlorld, llaa 2r anA Bome Binoo
the early rJOs, hane been outlined above.

1. After 1!{1, US I super-imporialisor. Ilndor thie um}nellar serioue though
Da,rtia1 inte€ratlon of west Ehropean oapitaligm ia EEC. After the eorly
rJOe, inoreasirg revivBl of inter-imperialist rivaLry.

2. Setween 1945 ana oa$Iy r7os, rapid and fal.rly stea{y growth in ACCe -
tbrou€h de\r€lopm€nt oi nen industrlesr andr to a serioue €rteatr($rtolif,fel
WS 1) through oapitalist r fi It ihg-out t. of oorurtries like Japan' Italyt
Spainr Eranoe r lI. Germarllr. Since oar\r r70e - trenal t owardo stagnat ion t
espocially in manufssuur ing industry.

3. Erpansion of mrltinationals using dlfferent folms of operation - foorsing
mor€ on ro.nufacturiag and distributlon than on direct urploitation of
natural fegolrroes.

4. Large-scale incluetrial oapitaLism in LDGE. Siuoe the ea,r\r rlos,
espolallyl ilevelopmont of Eome LDCg as I sub-itq)€rla1l5BE I aoivor maior
manufacturing erportera. Capltaliet traneforoation of a€rioultrxe in LDCs.

Is thie I ne ara of oapitaliet t"rgfopr"rtl f"". G, Inore pnecieely,
trro nev eras. It ia 60 not on\r beoauge of lobjectivei eoonooio chaugee but
aleo beca,rse of the rsubjeotive factor r. The earl,y Comnrniet International i e

viers that capiteli8m had entered an epcoh nf convuLaions tEB ba€ed not on\r on
econonio anBIJrsiE, but aleo oa tho erigtenc€ ancl ac.ltxity )f the Coumsri st
Int ernat l onef iteelf - ar intelnational uorking-claas revolutionay arn6r r lts
cadros organiged. ahd, €thEat€al over tlecades by the Seoohd fnternational a,nd
reorientateal t oxarals revolutioE W the CI. That arEy flaa 6oon diBoricnteal anal
6c6tter€d fui Staliniemr h,rt the prrospeot of regrcuping lange sections of it
remeined. (il qeems to nie) oentral to the thinking of the oomrunlst (i.o'
Ibotslqrtet ) moveraent up to llorld l{ar 2.

Sinoe the late r{oe (at lateet ) that I subieotiw faotor' heg not eristed.
It is being reoongtituted. That liquittation of revolutiotrary working-olass
politioal oultrEo aloea ,tot nean tbat ronolution xa8 off the oard.B ia situBtloEs
like trtanoe lrtalr-June 1958 (there is no Dre-sot litdt to how rapttlly it oa.n be
reoonetituted in timee of upheaval ), though it d.oee point to one rcason tr\r
the trhooh CP rla6 abl€ to block that Btruggle. Eowever, wheu lbot slgri sts harr€
rotBlned th6 notion of an opooh of convulsione altd rovolutions, unchaaged,
while belng unable to identify th€ r subjective factorr, that haa bad ptevoue
coE6equ6nces. Some llrot slryi st s heve fallen into an idontifloatioo of the nas8
,€volutionae,' working-olasa va.nguald wlth Stellnist artd oth€r petty bourgeoi's
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ouxreltte; others have fa1len into seotarieaismr. implicitly assuming a fixetl,
conetant mass Emi-. ].€volutionary lrorkorE t ccn6ciouEness a.nd. irlentifying the
r subjeotive factor I rrith tbeir own self-eq>a.nsion. IilanJr have guffered flon.
both aberratione.

Some lbotsl$rists refuee to recignise a new epcch of capitalist clcvelopment
aftet tlorld War 2 on the gsunde that to do eo wouLrl underorrt revolut i @€r'y
politics by admitting that capitaliem had further 6co?e to Cewlop the
productive foroe6.

Now it is a faot that capitalisn has dwelopeil the produotive forceE
faster and more lroarl\r sinoe l{orLd War 2 than ever beforo. If that aloes
undersut revoluticnary politics, thea as serious }larrist I we a.re obliged to
reoonsid.er ou.! political oonolusione rather than toBek ways of ignoring the
faots cr defining theB out of eriEtenoe.

Dlt in histolical erperietroe ard in logic, there ie no reac,on to supFose
that a systom of protluction rust fall into stagnatlon before it ie ripe for
revolution. [hat it shcultl enter into a serieB of crises is iadeed a
preoondition. Idotlern capitaliem has no lack of crises. Drt that the let
result of the orises sbould be otagnation is not a Iaeoondition for levolution.

OPIRE;SED .{}{D OPFRESSOR I{ATIO{S

Some comnadee evidently see the eEsenoe cf lEninra theor.Sr of imperialiem
a6 being the division of the world into oppresseal aatl oppressor nationg. If eot
it would be trite indeed. It took no Breat theoretioal powers to see iIr 1fl4
thet moet of the worldl was cithor coloni.ol powors (total poprlation 43? million)
or coloniee (tOO6 rnitli.on people), or Eemi-coloniei (f6f ,iffi.op peopte), with
only e few oorrntrieg bein6 neither oolor5r-owning nor colonies (Z9O mittion
people: all figures Leninr rlmperialismr, p. 76). rtnd anti-colonialist
agitation uas e conmonplaoe of BocialiEt and radical-lib€ral politics.

Lenints insight lay not in poi-ating out the obvious, but elsewhere:
nllhat oharacterises Bolshevi em on the national queeticn is thet in its

attitualo t oward oppressed nationE, even the most backward I it oonsidera
them not only the object but aleo the subject of politics. Solshevi BI0

doeB nct confine itB€lf to reooga.ising thcil irightr to gelf-determination
and to parliam€ntary protests a€ainst the tra,lpling upon of this }ight.
Bolehevise penetratee into the mid6t of the oppressed naticns; it raises
them up against their oplressors; it ties up their etruggle uitb the
stnrg6le of tho lnoletariat in capitaliet countries; it instructs the
oppreseed. Chinese, Hinthrs, or -Arabe in the art of insurrection antl it
aieunes fu}l lesponsibility for this nork in the faoe of oivilised
executioners. Here only ttoes Bolshevism liegin, that is, revolutionary
lGrxi sm i.n act i on . . . rr

(lbotslg; rtfhat r s Next ' , p. 203 )
jurd thue theoretically:

rrlenin... ElEg the nati onal liberaticn movement s, the colonial
insumeotionsr and. ra.rs of the oppleesed nations, to the level of tho
bdurgeoi8 democretlo revolutions, in particular, to that of the RusEia.n
revolution of 1lO![.

(Ibotetqr, TIJI p. 130)

lhat orocess of colonial levolutlon i6 now essentially over. The heitage
of the colonial period is stilt etrong\r nerked. Thes'e is a fairly clear
clirriding line between .fi0Cs - most\r forie" coloaial powcre - a,nd. LDCg - mostly
folx0er colollieB. Brt if reooglielng tbat dlvision is the hallmark of L€ainisrat
then the Ilnited Nations are the best Leninisto of today.

fu national struggleo, Lenin.argued for a concrete analyeis against
those Bocialists who.uere oontent rith the gonerality that we nnrst b€ coDcertxed
with class, not nation. YoE, we rnrst alwatrrs oppose nationaliem i,1eologically.
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But depending on ooncrr€te cjrcunstances a national strq3gle may be a fight for
c onquest and plunder, o! a bfi.rrgcoie-democlatic liberation struggle.

To replace the demaad for a c:nc.ret6 ana\yBis by a orude olassifioation
of oapitaliet cor:rtrleo into tr'ro groups - roppreaeed r and, ro1:pnessort, or
whatever eIBe fle rant to oaII them - and. the rule tbat we mr6t alwe re eiile rith
the national strrr8glee of the oppre8sed group, i6 to negate the Epirit of
Leninrs ar.Bument. It mcaas loeing polltloal irdependesro€ itr relation to the
bourgeoisies of tho oormtriee whioh - br whatev€r index: size of debts, average
inoome, tel€phoneE ps h€aC, or aEJr other figue diagg€d ifl to ruit the aagut!€nt
- nin clagsifioation as oppresecd.. l{heneter they rmdortake an exeroige in
Bat ional eelf-assertion, we aro oo nitted to support them for whBt they ar6 .

(an oppreBseal nation) rathe! tha,a xhat they a,re rloing. We are ooamittetl to
take tlroir word for it.

For Lenin, abal indeecl fo! lbotBl$r, $?iting in e p€riod whetr oolonialism
dominated the worId, the possibility of a rnational r strug8le teil bJr a colon:ial
bourgeoisie whioh would not be a fight for liberetion wae, realistioBlly,
romote. N€vcrtheleos th$-gave no bla.nk ohequcs (see Cleary I s erticle in tIS 2).

Lenin, for oxample, con8iBtently ctasslfied 1\8keJr as a I seml-oo1ot\yr.
Iet the Cortrmmist IDternational r B rlXhesee on the trational ancl Colonial Qrestionr
(1920) oaUed for vii3ilance a8ainst lturkigh lnperialiBm. ConfllotB had to be
agaeEaeal coneetely, not merely in terme of bnoad clasBificatlons of the countriea
oonoerned .

Nat ional strrrggles cau be fights for conqueet anal plunder; bourgeois-
demooeatio libelation struggles; or parochieliet, baclcwaril-Io.rkin€ enterpriseE.
The Fourth Internat i onal argued dur ing rdorld tlar 2 that there waa a real national
liberation struggle in Flance: they baseri. thenoe1ves cn'Ibotslqrts oonment thatt
rrln the wake of a numbor of othcr and smallor European etetes, France is beirg
traneforoed. into a.n oplBesscd nation{ (fhitings 1939-4Ot p. 2)6). Brt there
uas no questlon of regafiling De Caullets struggle aa a pro4ressi.ve borgeois-
deuooretic libe?ation stru€g1e. In genersl national etru8tleg of that Bort
are not possible for the nonopoliBt, *orlddominetin€ bourgcoisie8 of the big
,LCCB. Thue their netional stru6gles af,e elwayB of the first or third type:
rapaoi ous Dr paroohieliBt.

That iB the reaBon why the Canadian strurgle ageinst iUS imperiai.iemr; r
or the fight for reoonomio independince I for ilrustralief or the hitiBh taati onal
Liberatlon Btrudgle ! oalleC for by Benn; or tbo thivc for Sc otlanit to have
t Sootlacrd. t e oilr to itsolf; or the move'mcub in lbanoe againet 'rlgli slFlaD€ua€€
imperlalismr, are alL react ionary. It ie not that theB€ oorntriea are not
alominat€al by the US. they are. Th€re may even be.g6nuine national queBtlons
involved (US Ufitary basee impose,l on,Japaa aaal H. G,ermany \y r:neEral tleatieBi
the powers of the hitisb monaaot\y in Jrustralial used aB recent\r ad 1975 +o
alepoBe the eleotetl aoverrunent there; etc.). The point is tbat i! countries
where bourgoois development is beginning to make its uay against feudal or
other pr.e-capitalist strrrctures, a fight for nat ional indepeudenoo iBr or calx
be, intertuined. with a bor:rgeoi e-yrrogreeeive Eooia1 oontent. tr{here thero
bor:rgeoisie iB not on\r suprome in its orfl1 oountrTr r but has beoome a rcrlil porer
o[ some eoaleror another, nationalist agitatio[ can on\r oover a react ionary
eocial content

Ae the bourgeoisieB in tbe IJCg beoome stroager ia their oHn teEitories,
aIral even develop prealetory ambitlons elsewhoro, the poseibility of them
oonduotlag(hcwever lrresolutoly, weak\rr eto.) Drog?€saive brr:rgeoie-dernocratlo
liberatlon EtrrrggleB decneaseg. Suoh etru.o,gles'do still ocour. Brt LDC

bourgeoielos also oonauqt rnatlonal i strt€gleB of the predatory or parochialiEt
6ort. OnI]r conorete arra\rsi e oarr tEouicle a baBis for political iud8eoent
ou anJr particular etnrggle.



l8trImo{'s lumRY

Comrade Smith (IB 15) has denounoed ny 'riews on imperialism as einilar to
those of Uichael Kitlron, a'former leading theorist of tbo IS/SHP.

The m,athod uaed in this denunciation is, I worl,ri argre, barl. Supposo
my views are the s€une as Xidronrs. Thst provo6 nothin6 against II[t views
unles6 it is first ehowa that Kidron iE lrong on the issues in question.

If the refercnce to Kitlron served to call to readers I mind.s a woII-lqrowr
set cf argument e developed a€ialnst l(ldron nhich wbulC egual\y apDly a€ainst
mI wieusr. then it woul,tl be reasonable. In faot it is not true trat a clear
oritigue of Xidron is part of the intellectual oommon stool( of the orgarisatlon.
The rcfereirce to Kittron servas nct to mobilise wblr-lmomi iirgurnent s, but
(demagogically) to mobilise prejudioee aJrtl traditioaal faot ionel hostilities.
: In fact rny viewe are not the same as Kidronre, and no serious effort is

mad.e to show that they are. Conu'ade furith simply excerpte a para€raph from me

and a paraglaph from Kitlron, arrd asserts that the iaEas a.re the same.

One thing I clo have iu ccnmon with Kitlron as against cal. Smitbr antl that
ip an attempt to start from studSring the facts of the lneeent day a.nd to
uBdersta{rd what is new in the situationr rather tha.n to rely on maniou}atlag
quotations from analyses of 45 years ago. B€y,)nd that, the ar4lument s developed
in ttLis article iliverge sharply flom Kiclronrs. Let us review Kidronte
argurent s.

Kittront s views on inperialisra ar,, (or, latherr wele - they have been
disavowed., in different wadrs, both W Kidron himself, tn his 1!/l articler alrd
by Drncan Hallas fo" the SI{P) part cf a coherent whole, integrated with th€
theses of Btate capi.taliEm, the Dermanent armE ecoaoryr and deflecteal pernanent
rovoluticn.

. llhe mcdern wortd (so the arguraent runs) is ttominet ed by military
competition between nati.ons-states. 

^a 
a lesult of its invclvement in that,

a ahive for competitive accumrlaticn ilcminat es the USffi aral defines its
e conony ae state capitalist.

In western oapitali.sm the pelmanent arms €conory acts as a Btabliliser.
The original version of this thesiE $as, as Kidron himself points out;
trheawi\r Keync sia.u'r: Implicitty aoocptiDg the KeJBesian viel{ that the
fundanental cause of oapitatiet crisis 1a lack of market dcma.vrd (due to
iusuffioient propensity to oousune aod propensity to invest at a given level
of income), it proposed that the dema.nd' createtl by the state tbroudh .Eilitary
epend.ing woufa (to-eome ext6nt, for some time) fiff tho gap.

Later the i)ermanent arms eoonoly theory 'runderwent a noat-i 6t oonveriion(
(Kidron 19?7). Relying on the faot that the crganic composition of capital
in sectore which prod.uce neither rcge goorls no! means of production does not
affect the ovelall rate cf profit, it vJa6 argucd that arms spor.ding proviilefl
a drdin whereby oapital accuomlat i on could prooeed rithout acti\rating the
t endency of .the rate of orofit to faII.

The ideas on imperialism rested fundarnental\ on the rKelllsianr versioE
of the permanent arms eoonoflV theory. The economic fir.rd i on of imperialist
export of caltital was interDleted fundeoentally as proridln8 a ralrainr for
capitel that would otherrrise be surptus in the ACCs. Ilith the PAE providing a.u

alt ernat ive alrain, such erport of capital wes no longer Dbce6sary for the eyrtelc'

llhe LDCs were a]so less aJl(l ]eBs im:)orta.nt to the ACCs as.raw matorial
suppli€rsr beoause of neu tochnologies; use ,:f substitutoBr etc.

In short, imperialist erploitation of LDCs was ao longer neoeasarJr for
ACCs, a,nd that e4rlained alecolonisat ion. Eou€ver r the lJCs were left cfilehetl '

alrd. batterert in the norld of military competition between nationB-gtates.



rrThe sooieties maimed and shat;A eal h/ the imp€rialist exploBion of
the last oentury are agaiu beir\B maimed. and shatterecl - by thO growiug
eoonomio isolationism of the west (an imperialist implosion as it were)...rr

. (Kidrcn, rl{e gtern Capitaliemr, p. 1o)

The oonclusions were Eimilar to those of the stanalartl r coatre/periphory I

arBun€nt on the unaieraleveJ.opmcat of th6 tperipbelyr - rith one mocti ficat ion.
Rathe! thar Cbina, 6rba, etc. b€ing pointed to as exflnples of alevelopmat,
to oontrast with the general underd€volopme[t, it tras arguerl that they shared
ln the uaderdevolopment. In suoh countrles tbere had been a prooese of
rdeflected. permanent revolutiont, whereby petty bourgeois groups proeented
themselves as the bamer-bearers of soeialism but actual\r installcd etate
oapitalism - which, rrithin the oaDita1ist $orld eooncqr, ooulal offer no nqy cut.

l{hat is mong nith thi6 theory?
1. lG lita,ry competition iE not the san€ a,s oanitalist conletition. It is

indecil a foaturo of maalr pro-caDital,ist societies. ft would also be a.a
imfj}taJtt preEsule on a. hoalttgr uolkers I state in a capitaliet enwirorreat.

Lxt ernat i onal Fe6suro6 of mi1ltar5r oonpetition ir arry oaee do not fully
expLaih the internal dJmamios of the US$. Anrl in relation to l0ore liehtly
militariseil Stalinist statee (e.g. China), IS/SHP rriterE have Benerally
aba.ndoned any att€mpt to argue from nilitary competition as the dominat
factor, instead lelying on generalities about the bad position of the
uorkin€ claBs.

2. The 'Marxiet I version of the permamettt arma econorry theory is plain wrong.
Thc argument thet increascs in the crga.nic composition in the arns esotor
do not in themselves depress the o/era1l rete of inofit is, I thirik, true
(aeepite objecticns from Yaffe, UErdoI, eto.). art oapital ao ournulat i on
has takea place - antl very laf,ially - in otber sectols too. llbJr ehoulit that
happen without the organic composition increaeirg there?
lrloleover, to the ctent that surplus ie channelled into EteJe spend.ing on

armsr the net industrial rate of profit will be reduced.. (For some empirioal
ovidence rclevant to th€ latter point, see Snith. For the whcle argun€nt,
see Semo ).
3. The 'KeJrnesian I voraion of the PilE theotlr has more tnrth iD it than therl4arxist I version. Stato spendin6 (ttrou6h not just, nor even nainly, aros

spending) oan ect aa a stabilisur. -&rt 
onty .rilnin'narrow lirtrlts (ihere

te a big Uarxi st tit erature on this). And even lf it iE a stabiliBa!,,
that d.oes not erplaln rapid. grorth.

4. To s€o imporialist expolt of Capital as a rdrainr siphonlng off capitalthet uourd otberwise be ercese is, r think, a misleatling way of wier.ring the
qu:sli9n - though certainly there axe .asaalses in Leninis 'imperialimrwhich lend themeelves to this interpretation.

c4irtar (Ioes not neoes'ariry exhaugt arr aromrr.tlo openingo for invcatmentbefore turning atroarl. Capitalism is not a eystem ccmposeit funtta.mental\r of
national unitsr with flows betwoen thoee unit6 generated only r:x the e:cesses
a^nd imbarances Hithln them. Erport of capitar is n()t an overfrow. rt isp as
Bukharln argued, Daat of an internationar process of eelf-expa,n'ion of cap,ital.

In ar5r casc, capital cuu be surplus in.a tno as weII as in an ACC.
CapitaL beoomeE surnlus, not because of the abeolute l.,vel of dbvelopmentof an econorqr, bnrt in relation to its tempo of caritalist dovelopmcr.t.

Ei6h ).evols cf oapital export from e couatrXr may be associated wlth lor{
inveatment ia that courtry - or, cgual]y, uith high bome investment. (See, for
erample, figr:res f or hitain 1855:191 3 in Barrat horm p. 1 T6 ).

Thus the an guraent that erport of oapital ie no 1onger neoessary f.rr tbs
accs farrs alown. and..in faot erport of car)itar to the Llcs ia reoent dccad.ee
has been prctty repitl. Erport of capital :letweeE ACCs r"has beea even more
rapid - and thet giveB riGe to the figur€e for the apparent declining



importance of foreiSn lnvestment i.n UCfOwfricl carr be used to bolster Kitlron I s
oase.

6. Ma€doff argues in detail that LDC sources of rew materials are still
inporta.nt for the US (esnecially for arms production). Brt the roil oriseer
of tho 1970s fllrely settle this debate anylrqf.

6. Logica1ly, if mi.litary conpotition Cefines the USSR as state ce.pitalist,
then that sarne competition (aad not qr\Jr internal factors) also definea
the eoonomic character of the IIEiSR I s competitor, the U-S. Indeed, ggggg
state iS 6tate capitalist.

tS/Swe has J.ong vacillated. between this ooncll8ion (&arm etplicitly
by Kitlron, 1977) a^nd the notion that the Etate capi.talism of the USSR, etc. t
is Eonethin€ quitc different from the capitalism of the west. Brt the ar€unent
that rnilitary competition iefineo a worlil of state oapitalisns also leads to
the oonclusiorr that so Eocial revolution is posslble unless it happens
sinultanoously ln at lea6t a large chunk of the xorltl. Revolutions in LlCs
( ancl perhaps in ,1CCs?) are bound to end, urder int,ruational pressure; in
Btate capitali sm.

This fataLietic concluBion is completed by a reiectirn (more cr less out
of hand, wi.th references to lbotsry) cf the notion'rf bourgeois revolutions in
the LDCs.

It waE expE essd most dranEtical ly in a celetratod contrcverry in the
late t50s. When the ex-Trotsl{yist LSSP jcined a bourteois coalition Sover nent
in Ceylon, Michael }Sdren flrote an article d.eploring the LSSP'8 action but
oommenting that utrfortuaately thcre uas nothlng rmroh that sooialists could alo

in oouatries like Ceylon -Wrv. Some leading IS/Silfers (then under
consialerable presstlre from the l{orkers I Fight tendency.}rithin IS) eharply
d.iseociated. from Kidron. But he had the logtc of their comnon thoory on his
sicte.

V'.ONREI{IS TTIEONY

Kidronrs argument r as we have seenr d'iffered esscntially from the
o onvont i onal centre/periphery axgunent not in its asseasment of the underdevelop-
nent of the LDCs, but elsewhere

Anotber lost-imperiali sm argument W BiIl Warren etartcd off from
pre8cnting facts on thc capitalist alevelopBent of the LDCS. f think it ie
undeniable that Ualren I s initial 1973 article had a healthy impact in foroin€
Marxigts to re-think the r convent i onal facts., Brt the further theorisatione
by l{arlen - a member of the comr,nmiet Party and thon of a st al ini st{aut slq4 st
s-eot, the Bitish antl Irish Conurnuri st Organi sat i on - are nct very usefirl'

Warrent s ar6ument is complete\r trapred by the thesis he ie arguing
against. o!: point aft er point h. "$" ,o- rh.re the oentre/Periphcry theorigts

"iy 
yuu, yes where they say no. this mak66 his acoount a contradictory

junble .

&arnj:1e: centr e/g,erilhery theoristi say that colonialism hindere6 the
deveiopmeni of the coloniesr also that tho removal of formal coloni'a1 rule
has not removed those hindrtoes. l'Iarlen rellies that colonialism helpcil the
development of the colonie. - ana that the end of oolonialism helped even morel

Exarnple: centre/periphery thecli.ts attack the social and cultu,'al effeots
of colonialism a.nd. imperialism. I{arren reei;ons with a vielorous. defenoe of the

hiotorioally progreEsive role of bourgeoiB cultrEe - yet has little but soorn

for a najor eiam;-,}e of that progressive role, the self-asscrtion of the ea-

oolonial people through bourgeoie national struggles'

Era:nple: Centre/Perinhery tbeorista say that inperialism generated under-
developueni - using 'ui:aeraeve r-opme:xt r as a telm to covcr both-laok of.
oa,pitalist development, gg{ urwenness cf tt'-at tleve}opment, and mass migery
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!,ritbin that d.evolo?ment ' tJaffen rerrlies thet imnerialism generatos developmeut

- nea.nirg grofi'th of calitiisir--gaq increasing evenness of d'evelopmcnt ' 
aad

increased social welfale'
If centre/i'reri.::hery thecrlsts in ' some uaye rrarallel the Naroclniks in

pr e-revolut i onary R-rrssial "'ii*'"""'liirui" l"- r"enl ldarxi6tg'' Like them be

oaints the dcvclopment oi' capitalisn in the most atowl'''S colotlrs' not only

#::#r:i* ;i-t"'"",*,ilrl-filijti"n-Jri..tiv"ripreistng anct idvocating it'
. Everythiag that poarnts "to oapitaliot Plg8reqs in the LDCg is pLql'e'I up'

the other "iau 
,rf the rlicture is playeC down '

If you read closely, there are- qrralificdtions and leserv6tions' Brt the

drift of tda.rr.rnt s ,"e'r-;;; i"-irt"t thi world is moving totc?d" mcle even

development, vittr tnperili,i"i i.i"tio;" of economic a,:rinatlcm beinS lroakeneal.

The fa,ct s C,ited earlie"-i"-tui" ,,+i"t" do not, 1:ermit such a oonolusion.

capitalist d.evcl,oprnerit l;'t"I;i"a'g*" *"o"o'- It Ectr.:s:-Tit?:-:""H1.i*n
of the imperialist hietrarctqr a.nd the emergencq. of new imperrE:'smE' lne
rend of imPer'ialismr is n.lt f orests'''able r. this sido of the sociaust 

.

revol.ution-. - :

fhe .compardtive wealsrgss o.f LDc statesl i-u a,n epooh when the state is
oentral to capitalist d.evelonme4t, and the ooctinued sta€nation of agliculture
in the LDCg (fintea to contiruation of, or onltrr limited.. t ranqfo.rmation cf,,
pre-oapitalist forms), are s:reLy key features of capital.ist u4evcn development

and imperiallsm today. Yet they are herd1Y mentio4oal by.;Wa e{t. He
236\,notes trief\r that trAgriqultule has failetl...'I in tho LiDOs ( !r-ls bookr p.

but rapidly moves on to speqrle,t! qrrs about farrourable progpeots for Lffi
agrioulture in thg future.

I,'IGHIING IItrmIilLISi'l

The Comrmmiet Int ernat i. cnal wae the first socialist movement eerioue.\r
to .penetrate into the m:ldst of the oplressed nations l . anfl. orgrulise the workers
of the LDCs on a class -]rasis. The SteliniEt'degeneratio4 of the CI rapitt\r
tr.,,nsforned the CPs of the l,DCs into inetruments of petty. bourgeoi.s natio[a]iEt/
nopulist politicst sometimeq into instrumentE of the c'Teotion of new Stalinist
states.

Ofef the last few years substa&tial sections of -workers in South Afrioe'
antt hazil have bnoken from the Stalinist-poFuli st-nationalist netl and
bcgun to organise aonsciously oa arl inttelpended class basis; r,'lhat vicissitudeE
theee'workers I oiga.nisations wi.).I go throqlh I and how quickly workers in the
other l,DCs witl foLlow them, we c.urnot teLl. But they represent otr hcpe
for thc future, in terms of a eeri.xrs fight against imnerialism in therlD0s;

Our job is to help, aad., as a lrreconditlon, to understand.
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