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IN SUPPORT OF FUSION WITM THX SOCIATLIST TEACUE RN
Mellcr, Paul, Tyldesley,

Comrades will have seen in IB 30 that “he Socialist League (formerly
the IMG) Have propesed discussions on the question of fusion between our
twa organisations. This praposal accompanics their turn towards
increasing their work in the P, including a suggested campaign around the
election that comrades will have seen reported in issue 1i8 of our paper.

@he'signatories of this statement believe that we should respond favour-
ably to their propaesal; that the question of fusion should be seriously
discussed at our coming conference; and that at our conference we

ought to take a decision in principle in favour of fusion with them.

The Reassns for Fusion

1.  Beth the pre-1981fusion orgenisations, the ICL and the old WSL, had
been appreached at least once by the ING over the question of unity, and
had rejected the idea. The ICL was las?t approached in 1978 when the IiG
launched their ridiculous 'Socialist Unity' election campaign, and quite
carrectly refused to have anything to do with their campaign.

But this propesal of fusion is made in very different circumstances,

and now, in these cércumstances, a decision in favour of fusion would be

the correct one.
The changes that have {aken place that argue . . for fusion are -
*Y i)thei# turn towards work in thie TUs and in the NP.
Ii)the developing crisis in the USFI.
iii)the change in the relative sizes of our organisations dug to our

1981 fusion and their decline in mewsbership.

2. About three years ago the IMG decided to turn towards doing wmore work
in the MP, in which they already had a small number of members. Since

then, we have increasingly found %hat they have been
arguing a line very similar to, or identical to ,our aen the impordsant
issues that have arisen within the P, and often - whether we like it or
not- we have worked very closely wuth thom. On a nzat.onzl level, this
has haopened with the 'deputy leadership' election campaign, the caipaign
against the witchhunt; on a local level, we have been in left caucuses
with them on e.g. the issue of rates, rents, cuts, anddlocal counsils.

This has been becausc they have been moving towards the political
approach that wany in the WSL have been espousing and practising for
years: they have been forced by events to rezlise that in 1978 their

'Soc. Unity' campasipn wee wrong nand that we were woriking at least

in the right direction.

Ve are also increasingly vorking with thew irn the TUs, particulerly

in Broad Lefts;we also worked with them to 2 limitced extent in EL.
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Both the IMG/SL and us are trylng to dﬂaw abn~aligned 1eft reformists in, v

the MP and mllltants in the TUs, inte 'united f*ont' work. Oné& result:of

this is that. there ﬂs a large overlap between the peripherles of ouxr th o

organisations. There ar e many pote¢ ntial recruits to the WSL who are Very

willing to wprk w1th both us and the ImG/SL who would serlously con31der o

OInLQﬁuP ﬁed OﬁﬁA %ﬁlon’-but wouldn't join either one beforehand.
- {91! U 1avo emolzauoailb odi Loe ! B mow . bapxd owd
wqp the de cision of the ST, at their conferencé lakt Décember, ¥ O
LoW. Faiol 10T alsz0Gotq wiodd. brs Ilsnyoiisst bus JvFjv~ { »ed
turn thelr whole orgen%eageon towards the L J? the convergence ﬁ%fﬁtiéhl‘
. BOAGYE auplysz nnrfd. 'Ima‘ BaY .
work '!b%?’i‘%% us ax}d them will speed up; if we don‘?afxyégnsft A dm DE W T o
BHY0 erir uﬂ69 o0ifs AOOGS brau 8 odrl walvstrn,viteyid, s
find mor%land more t ey are turnlng up to the same mee? s S ud, - 45

LWow 231yt n;4 TLh bos iwew dalof anof oF ,neﬂati ﬁ ai ’JfJ irw"

say the same Qin s to the same people,
?X g %'(3')\'1 crsidt To )\.'__E?&)'I \nb *?OI‘T ol ':t’) 3D an’ '\‘[bng 565 .11(}("1

ot course, the reasons why the IMG/SL are 1n the MP are not our
reasonsy - ley regard the MP left in the saﬂe way as they regarded the ANL -
youth, and numerous other movements.in the past - as-an arena to recrult in
by combining i revolutionary politics in the abstract w1th opportunlst
politics on day-to-day issues.However, we belleve that it would be more
productive to argue over. ‘this inside a fused orgenisation than as one

organlsatlon to another.

3. At the NC (resolution prlnted in IBBD), cd.Kinnell argued that un1ty
with the IMG/SL would lead to "our polltlcal aelf-liquidation"., This may
have been the result five or ten years ago; now, by contrast, it is very
possible that/oueréfi%Ecgegggfa"%rgﬁomina*e in - a fused organisation.
Firstly, we would be about one third- of the fused organisation at the
start; T T el &4d, probably the largest
cohenent vehid erneyi Wwithidni it o E\Lemat thie gtage, We: conlkfd:be winning dhei ows
discussibns: avwer Pridi el ;kahonr, moreterty: wozikwx i i s mee g i ffepent Ao sood
the situation £f, forixinstancesthe L0Inhad egreed ho dss Wil the Bl ovor
in W,«Mmhm ol Yoeve cbisio: condy: adowt: bre-dightdli oxrsoneritently af fthe
fused ovigarnidsstibng FromsTTLL hae vow Fabol wplok of 1¢ur;¢?.. 5i medd ofiw

o pdondrasdrascy wieddd Yo uvizeauiny Apom oid 3o.emoe.gibatned Jelagse
Secondly, they are trying ‘to move-iinto a polltlcal arena where we

have been working for several years , and whlch we understand £ AT better
than they do .They are trying to develop a polltlcal approach tﬁa%e of us
have been practising since the S**¥, Probably, therefore, ‘our cds. in

a fused organisation would,become‘the -de flacto leaders of that
organisation's work in the LM, . , 4 '

Thirdly, the recrultment after a fus1on would be mainly of people -who
want to de serious work in the MP and TUs, and who are: closer to our
politics than to . neqL'Bon this ; our welght within the Pused oroanlsution
wowld correspondlngly increase., ' ‘

Fourthly, we would net have te sacrlflce any. of the worh we are
- -2~ -
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doing in the IM in order to fuse. This is a very significant difference
to previous occasions when unity has been proposed.

4. Whilst, therefore, we would lose little by fusing with the IMG/SL,
the potential gains areé conciderable. The resulting organisation would

have at least five hundred meubers; the possibilities for recruiting
by the end of this year have

following a fusion mean tkat it could.
S Lty with something

LMy MOTe: ¢ suoh an organiéatiOn
1ike our British perspectives,would become & significant force within

the MP a%d have much more impas’_in the TUs thax either of ouwx urganasaxions

singlyeThe_possible (not inevitable) gains are great; we shouldn't lightly

turn down such an oppsrtunity.

5. The situation in the USFI . The departure of the Marenoites, and the
possible split of the SWP(US) and co-thinkers, means that the USFI is

in . -+ most serious crisis in its history. Both the pre-1981fusion WSL
and the ICL recognised the need for regeneration of the FIL, and for open

discussions amongst those forces in thc world who consider theumselves
Trotskyist. The ~ - developing disintegration of the USFI

is making our perspective all the more
necessary, By enterlng into the USFI y We could put our polltics
over to a wholec new, and possibly receptlve, audlence within the natlonil

seotlons of the USFI.

The Arguments uscd Against PFusion.-

To assisy us to have a serious, considered, discussion on the
fusion proposal ,at cenference,this section will take up some of the
arguments used against the proposal,

1. The TG are centrists. . : :

This may be true, but it is not in itself an argument against fusion,
Trotskyists have, in the past, entered into quite justified . » fusions
with centrist groupings: for instance, the predecessors of the ICL
entered the IS(now SWB) in the late '60s and formed a Tendency.there,

The important question is : will a fusion help the process of building a
revolutionary party? ' '
2, We have had bad experiences of trying to work with them in the past.

Where we have tried to do.joint work - e.g. i2 %he I@L wiih* the
two broad womens' papers and the discussions over uniting them= they have
been un-cooperative and factional, and their proposals for Joint work
have proved to be mepeuvrisgrather than serious appfoaches.

But,firstly,entering into a fused, democratic centralist organisation
with them is different to doing joint work, and different rules would

apply. Secondly, some of the most aggressive of their recent attacks on
‘-3--



us have been launched not because of political differences, but as an ,

attempt to magnify small differences to cover over the major similarities

in the work that our two organisations are doinge

2.We would sacrifice our politics ty fusing. ’

Not so, The large measure of agreement on immediate British

Qerspectiveo means that we would be able to continue with the important

work we are doing in the LM. Over internatlonal issues, particuldrly

our attitude to the petty-bourgeois nationalist movements in central

Amerlca and the Carribean,we would be glving up our public crltlclsms

of these movements : o in order to take those crlticlsms 1nto

a new arena, Cleprly we could notvreach agreement with the IJG/SL over

these questions, but that should not be used as a barrier to fusion.

4. We have not consolideted our own fusion éufficiently to take op

another,and - much less amicable, fusion.

'Thisjis perhaps the most serious of the objections raised. Courades
who érgue this should take their own argument seriously. What prbposals
do they have for reiforcing our fusion? Have they been arguing in ;
favour Qf more discussion of the areas of difference left by our 1961
fusion, and égainst the postponements of these discussiohs ?If comirades
would support going into the ING/SL but for this problem, then surely
they would support 2 decision to go for fusion in, say, six wmonths, wikh
an intensive discussion of 1 the differences within the League in the
meantime, ‘ '

Purthermore, how long do those comrades who put this argunent think
it will take to consolidate the fusion; at the current rate of progress?
Theée differences which prevent us ¢ " fusing With the INMG/SL must
surely be holding back our work in the class generally; the class

strugele won't wait for us to sort out our own problems.

ThevWSL has a right to expectthat comrades who use this argunent
against what would be agreed by everyone to be in the abstract desirable-
unification of two Trotskylst organisations~ do so after giving it

serious thought.

In Conclusion
We put to the WSL -
1) That a proper dlscu551on of the IMG's proposal be held at our conference..
2) That the WSL should adopt the oo
by cd, Gunther at the 8-9Jan NC.(IB30; Gunther's resélution, from "The EC
should therefor" to "joint work in the TUs and LP"). '
= =4~ -

proposal put



CRITIAUE TO DOCUMENT SUBMITTED TO CF CONFIR:NC:S (0N "JOMIN) AND FUTTRE PERSPEC—
TIVES FOR WORK AMONGST YOUNG WOMEN. -~ Brown

As the most oppressed section of the working class, young women are also the
least organised in the formal labour movement, i.e. MP & TUs. To involve them
in the class struggle we have to look beyond these organisations to the institu-
tions and aspects of capitalism which specifically oppress young women - to where
young women will be taking up the struggle.

Education

Education is necessarily sexist as one of the main socialising agentis of

* capitalism. The role of schools is to ensure that school leavers are prepared for
their role in the workplace, or as housewife, and to ensure that they believe

in maintaining the status quo. o

As the present crisis degpens the schoal's role of training workers is
becoming less important: for capitalism. With youth's oppression increased through
unemployment, its role of socialising will be the main thing for the same reasons
sexism in schools will grow, girls will learn that it is tunfair' for them to
take men's jobs, and so they must be housewives.

Bringing youth into CF will lead to them organising in their schools, The
NUSS is now virtually defunct and facists are in most schools. 4n alternative
must be shown. Total oppusition to all education cuts. lxpansion of women's
opportunities, not their erosion. No platform for fascists.

 The choices for young women leaving school are rapidly diminishing - low
paid jobs, government training schemes, uncmployment, marriage, prostitution.

Women in Paid Labour

Unskilled women's choice of jobs have never been good, but are now decrea~
sing further, Textile factories -~ traditional employers of women - are closing
down, one aftcer another, and public sector jobs are going with the cuts.

The TUC's concept of men earning & family wage is hardly an alternative with
over 5 million wage earners on low pay, and the continuing acceptance of minimal
pay rises.

Women need to work, not for pin monsy, but for a decent living, and this
necessity drives them into accepting low paid, bad conditioned jobs, This -
usually means government training schemes for young women.

Women are always accused of not wanting to fight for better pay and con-
ditions by the bureaucracy, when in reality this is only an excuse for a sell-
out, and due to women being excluded from union activity through the nature of
the TUs. The obvious examples of this are NUPE, USDAW, NUTG', where a vast
majority of membership of women is virtually unrepresented amongst the officials.

_ We should be organising women through struggle to take on the bureaucrats,
not just because they are men, but because, in their priviledged position, they
have no relationship to the rank and file. For this reason they must be
challenged and exposed as such. :

Replacing male officials by female officials will not make them any better.
We Wu?t take up the guestion of democracy and accountability, demanding that
officials represent the membership in all aspects, c.g. skill level, income,
sex, racc, etc.

Unemployment

.Young_women, as well as being more frequently unemployed than men, also
experience it as a harder burden.

They are exPected to take on responsibilities in the home, helping other
female members, like cooking, looking after brothers and sisters, etc.

' They also have to tackle the propaganda about women taking men's jobs.
This propaganda shou}d be vigorously opposed and the demand for a woman's right
to work kept ups. This should be put into practice by supporting women threatened



Critique ... Women/2

with losing their jobs, i.e. those occupyi
he e 1.0 pying their workplaces such as ]
and those striking against cuts such as school meals and NHS stgff. Lee Joans

Young women as single parents arc being attacked vigorously by the Tory

government at present with new laws to prevent th olaimi d .
(uB 611, availabilityftésting). pr em claiming social security

o The Tories attack the weaker sections of the working class i .

"dlv;de and rule". For example, they have recetly implemeited t:elzrzgnizéempt *
sohemes for youth, and monitoring of cthnic minorities aswell as the attacks on
women. Ve shou}d take comsiderarion of this when organising unemployed women
involving them in issues taken up by Unemploycd Groups. But to do this the ’

unemployed groups should take up aspects of benefits etc ifi i
: . specif
women and not leave this to the women's campaign. pooifically affecting

WOrkiyg in women's unemployed groups we should show the reasonsb‘for the
way the Tories carry out their attacks and link up with other groups in the area.

The fight against unemployment must be co-ordinéted and not left so that

;achllittle group is fighting for its own little bit ageinst other unemployed
eoples

Prostitution

§ome women, stuck in the poverty trap, try to eécape thféugh prostitﬁionn.
There is no doubt that this increascs in times of high uncmployment.

Unemployment and the pressure of YOPS, with no opposition from the ™
leadership, has oreated a situation where employers are able to drive down young
people's wages to a level just above the YOP wage of £25, rather than a TU rate
For young women this position restricts their ability to earn an independent
1iving wage and into secing marriage or prostitution as a way out of boring low-
paid jobs. : - . -

Prostitutes are treated as sub-humans. When they are beaten up, raped,
etcs, it is seen as less tragic than if such a thing. happens to other womene. Yet
byacapitalism's,corrupt morality their clients, most of whom have well-paid
'respectable’ jobs are. considered to legitimately need an outlet for their gsexual
tepsions. ' '

. The hypborisy goes fﬁrther when women are condemned for selling their quies
40 a man for one night, but praised for doing: sO for a lifetime through marriage.

Family S

The family is a necessary part of capitalism in the cconomical and ideoT
logical role it plays and it is the bourgeiosie who have the most to gain by its
maintenance.

Women provide a cheap jabour force in the family, they feed and clothe
male workers for free, keeping them fit and healthy, preparing them for the next
day at worke In addition to this they are rearing tomorrow's workers in tpe same
way. This is a totally wasteful and uneconomical way of performing domest19
work, with each houschold doing its own cooking, washing, etc., in small unitse.
Yet for the capitalist it means that they have a larger market on which to sell
their commodities. It also gives them the labo that_perfbrms these tasks for

The Tory government is slashing the domestic services that it deos provide
such as school meals, NHS, etc. = thus increasing women's burden. We must organ— .
jige women against these attacks and be on the . offensive, demanding more scrvioes.
Initiating and being involved in Nursery Campaigns and ocoupations, school meals
strikes, NHS occupations and strikes.

Women's second role in the femily is that of emotional support for her
husband and children. This puts a demper On moves towards militancy, when a man
can come homc and unload his work tensions onto his wife - it can mean physical
violence. "Once he came ot me with the kitchen xnife saying I was the boss and
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Critique- .«.'Lomen/3, B T . oo K e

" ~1 Support. L

he wapn't g01ng to ‘takd any more shlt from Meeee" ‘Or mora

"when he comes home from work, I really think it's up to me to help hlm relax and
feel good. If he's grumpy and tired I chcer him up," ; , ;

~Militaney is quelled also, s1mp1y by a wife and chlldren S. nresencﬁ.=

MoesBut he can't guit 'cos of mc and the kids. WHe need his wages." ak ;
- and‘the presuure this puts on him not.to take industrial action so.as t; th :e |
home a regular wage,’ This mst be countergcted by polltlcldlng women in the to n,? :
involving + m in oommunlty actlvztles, 1.e., tenants' assoolatzons, local ac 10‘.4 ,

committees, etc.‘”

h, as Strummer tells us "regardless of" class, women are oppressed as’ -
women ﬁiﬁgﬁzﬁ %hc family structure ", working olass women have add1txona1 burdezs:
that double their - oppression. -This is mainly on an ecopomical. place - the fac
that fxnancaally they have to live week to week'. and that they . - own precious
nothing, e,y, doing the s opping thgy have to prlce every item and cut corner:,
the upkeep of their homes isg umre difficult with+less epgoe endulesshgquipmen ”U,h
alothss’ %’fhrnighing'nave"to be-repaifb& THYher - than' réplacédsil Onitop of thas“;f
therg’ ;s the - pres:ure og ch1ldren3 ‘who through the Yiving' conditibhs develop: ﬁf.:m
psycﬁéloolcal prbBlems‘and ‘Hiisbards whis' “are - continuously ‘wrecked. by - their*wp:km{ i
These are all quotes from worklng class women whose' Tifed ‘were described ‘T crartindy

"More than:a - Labour Of LO’Ve" R R G RENA NG EUER A N FULY I ST PPN R
ﬁbrftha bourgealsle ;t ;s essantaa&‘for the m@n,tg neprea§ thelrﬂw¢men S.

.....

sexuality so 2s to be sure who inherits their money. Yet these men areé ﬁappy to
use the prostitutes, women of the working c¢lass, for thelr pluasure.

" The questlon of inheritance is not an issue for the viruually propertyless
worklng class. But the suppression of worklng ‘class women's sexuality is extreme=- .
ly 1mportant for the ruling class, -

For these women to gain sexual freedom would threaten thc structures of
capitalism through its impact on the family. So it is denied them.. In the 3rd
World this is more open with cliterodectomy, etc. But in the 'civilised* world _
the suppress1on of mexuality 1s more oppressive for its subtlety., T

Women are so oomdltloned into sexual suppression that it is the acceptance
norm to “them. 4 part of this condltlonlng is the fear of pregnancy - young un- :
married girls being pregnant is unaoceptable to bourgeiouse 1deology. And then, W
contrary to this, there is the romantic portrayal of sex. A contradiction o
thus develops, males are taught in the .selfish traditions of oapltallsm, that
. 8eX is something where they take without giving, and a girl's wish becomes fan—: ~
tasy. They have had such different socialisation that misunderstanding, frustran
tion and inhibitions set in. They are caught in-a trap where something that is

meant ‘to be' so good mever turns out to be . And sex is eventually traded as a_
favour to a husband or boyfrxendf Teewe Mu;duhmu

-~

Y PP IR .'.~ NEREFIR .l‘,'a'. s

Taq- start to relleve thls youpg glrls must be glven access*té contraception5~
and advlqe. - They need 40, hg glven 1nformat10n 1n surroundlngs where they ar'en't
too 1nh1b1ted to ask questlons and d1souss. R B e

International Solidarity.

Py

We stand’in solldarléy with worklng elass women:in other oountrles. Women are oo
struggling aga1nst Imperlallsm, both'in natlonal liberailon struggles, and agaanst
the- goVernments of their own countries. T e .y

PENES RSP Y

‘The Six Countles, just on our doorstep, shows the oppression these ‘women
face. Although they are ignored by the national medla they are part of the
struggle at every step.

Young women, known to be ropubllcans, are: plcketiup by the army on their..
16th, 17th, 18th birthday, etc., taken to Castlcreagh and interogated, being tor-
tured with beating, fondllng, and rape., Thesc women know they are being used AS .



Critique «.. Women/4

WOMEN. They feel their oppression many times Mors than we cén‘eber7imagine;*j39_
ing part of the liberation strugele has raiscd their consciousness as womén. The
Armagh‘women state "When we achieve our 32 county Democratic Republic our full
potential as women must bc recognised and our equal status assured."” (Armagh
picket - Interantional Women's Day 1982) ' B R

These women have no-doubt that ridding Ireland of the British Covernment is
@ necessary condition for their frcedom as women. They also hawve no doubt that
this will not automatically bring women's liberation, and that thoy must continue -
the struggle from now until its end. ' e ' -

_ When Leicester comradés went over to Ircland tentative lirks were made with
Republican youth. These links must be strengthened, showing our solidarity .
by continuing their fight amongst the working class in this country.,

Involve the Whole Movement

It is not cnough ® say to men in the organisation that they ar. sexist and
that they must do as we sey — that often meaning leave women to do it all alono
and put the odd resolution now and then. We must involwve  these men in discussions
and in women's struggles.

~In CF it is the same men who voted for Strummer's document and would have
voted for the day school to be women only, who made scandalous sexist remarks when
Melanie got up to speak. I'm no longer proparcd to let these men off the hook
because they vote the right way. It is negessary to have an understanding of the
nature and roots of women's oppression, with a proletarian ortentation, within
CF. #nd it is neccessary to involve all the ‘membership in such discussions. When
saying "men arc-.the peopde who carry out the oppression of women," we need to ex—
plain why and how they are doing so, and why it is in their own class interests
to combat it. : ‘ ' ' e

For those who say we should organise young women -around WX, : This paper has . . .
not seriously orientated to working class, young, women as yet. ,és I hope I have
explained in this document we neecd to go far beyond what WX has proved it can go-
so far, by organising women on a local level, and drawing them towards revolution=

ary politics. : o C T
CONCLUSION

Strummer -opened her document by stating that "Women's PPPTGSS?Oﬂ.ianOt
specific to capitalist societies" and "we reject the type of gna}y31s that -
that women are oppeessed only by the economy, and that a change'lp thg economy
will therefore  liberate women". This is quite true, but its impllcatlpns are quite
clearly that there is no link between owerthrowing gapitalism agd_women's libera~
tione ‘ . ) . ’ : X )

The economic roots of women's oppression have develgped to an ideologica
level. We therefore have to fight the both at the same t:pe. It 1s'howeverf;?2§
that being involved in strikes, occupations, etc., wlll tring W9men71nto 932 bz‘
with their task as wife and mother . Women's . vconsclqusness wi )
raised through struggle far more than by discussion.

I to ! ange in t i < 4 alone liberate

I too ee that a change in the economic system ganno al 1
women. Butafz is a necessary condition for_women'szllberaflon which Q:nIQnﬁy
be used for that is women are involved in the struggle 40 rid us -of capitalis
and the struggle for’their emancipation right through to the end.



BRING A REVOLUTIONARY 1 WEANS G?TTIJG YOUR HANDS DIRTY
Revolution teach us - remenber this in

£ all is to stay in the midst qf

~ "As the exverlences of the Russian
Eneland and Americal - the most important thine o

the masses of workers.You will often go wron® with then,
tionary they may be at any,plven

but never leave the mass"

orranisations of the workins class,however reag
moment." (Emphasis added) (zinoviev's closine speech at the 15th,Session of the
| ———

Second Congress of the Comintern)
Stoke I = CL was possibly one of the mos
Coming,as a worker,into the group,which was heavily stulent Aominated,ny impression

was of a group of people who saw beins 2 revolutionary as going to I = CL rallies,
to Five the M an intellectual kick

t sectarian branches in the group.

conferences and demos,and going along to the J
in the groin,but who 4id nothing to translate all the fine words fron the ralles
and conferences into practice throush consistent work in the local labour movement.
The branch organiser for exanple was not even a nember of the 0,and was afraid to
talk to workers on picket lines for fear that they would realise he was a student.
This is what is wrons with the -position of those who would have us withdr-
aw from the 0,or like Cunliffe would have us alopt a Aifforent method of operatin&
in the O to in the TU's They fail to recognise that a nartial or full withdrawal
from the O reflects a sectarian political deviation which sooner or later would
manifest itself in the TU's and other arecas of our work. (A sien of this is the
attitude of some comrades to CND)What indeel would happen when,having handed the :
0 back to the risht wins,the witchhunt is extended to the TU's (as Wirhell has.
attempted ). Would we,faced with expulsion for selling the paper/beinﬁ a member of an
‘illepal' organisation,throw our hands up in despair,like the SNP,ﬁeclare that it
would be unprincipled to continue workine in the TU's,an? sct off to buil?l our own
pure revolutionary unions.It is the path that sectarianism towards the O has already
led the SWP,and the logic applies equally to sectarians in the WSL.

f I am not saying that because the sectarianism in the Stoke I =~ GL stemmed
from studlents that this type of sectarlanism is peculiar to stulent comrades,Obviously
not. One only has to read the speeches of Willie Gallacher during the debate on the
Labour Party at the Second Congress of the Comintern to realise that TU militants
can easily fall into the same sectarian approach.lt reflects an‘attempt to find
easy routes to the revolution.In this respect scctarianism is similar to centrism
resulting in abrupt chanres of course when the roins rets touch down a particular
LOULE.™ s eveoesssesanessssssfOr the working class,for communism there can be no
opp051tlon from the left" (Ibid. )One has only to look at the IMG's hot “and cold
attitude to the O to see how the politics of sectarianism and centris merge.But beihg
a revolutionary involves more than working where its easiest,more than rallies,
conferences and WSL Summer Schoolsjit means metting your hands Airty doing the boring
routine work of canvassine etc.that is necessary to win the respect of workers whose
political outlook at best centres round reformism and parliamentarism,and it means
the harl work of winning these workers in the process of strueele against the refor-
mists in the 0 and TU's to our Programme.




Missinr from these comrales position is any political perspective for
the course of the class strusmele and its reflection in the O,and symptomatic of
their sectarian approach is any consideration of the effect our actions mirht have
on the course of that development.As JM wrote in S. 118 p8 "whether a return
of the Tories,a right wing labour administration or a coalition - will mean an
intensification of the strusgle on the inlustrial front.c.ecessssAny administratidn
taking power will be forced to attack the TU's."

Such an attack like the Tories attacks up to yet may be succesful/meet
no response.If so it is likely that workers as they Aid after the Tories took
office will turn to the O for a political answer to their problems (certainly it
is more likely than them turning to the WSL), Alternatively,workers may resist
further attacks the upturn in militancy radicalisine further the rank and file
of the 0,Additionally,the struxele inside the O would be renewed from a higher
level were the Tories to win the election as the risht wine would be blamed for
Aefeat,resulting from their refusal to fight for conference policies,from the
witchhunt etc.Were Labour to win the election they would be faced with attacking
a working class with expectations of an improvement in their condition,and with
a Party rank and file angry over confeernce policies beinz dropped,and which
could be threatening reselections,and Cemanling Leadership elections,Whatever,
the variant the centre of workine class political strusrle will be in the O.

It would be sectarian madness were we to voluntarily isolate ourselves from that
strugele.We must begin to make whatever orpanisational steps are nealed to give
us the flexibility to intervene in that struzgle.

" as I wrote in 5.93 on Iabour's Propramme the ideas may be limited but
even the limited gains for the working class will not be achieved "Without a
fighting orranised rkxiiockux 1eft wing in the party and adequate mechanisms to
ensure democracy and accountability,this Programme 1ike all the others in the past
will be no more than waste paper,"We should build that orsanised left wing to
fight for the limited reforms of the Programme and their extension,the necessity
of which we will prove in strusgle.That way we will build the WSL and break out
of the isolation which British Marxism has face! since the beginning of the
century,an isolation resulting time anl again from its sectarian stance to the O.

Scott 8th.Feb.1983







