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THE SOUBCE. OR SOr!ftC.ES.
ol the bombs ti$! hr,ve bren
erplodin€ in En:Iish cr[ies lor
a monl"\ rp* strll nem&los
u*nosn.

Cenerqlly kish Repulilicans.
or tieir syrngotli$ers, are held
respoosible. lf lhcy are - tien
*her should i,he sttitude ol
socralisls in Bdta.rn be ?

Tfu s ne*rsgager beiir,ves
thal Brigaln's bosses haye no
riglt to lntcrlere rn the sltrlrs
o( U\e pcosle ol lreland.
Throughout ttre centuries thet
tJley have bled lrt-.lanC, tjtti'
only 'right' ln thBt couniry hos
resled ;n naked terror. (orcc,
fru,rd. o.rd rulder.

Brihstr people looled on
placidll.

ll tht're r,erc oO Britjsh tnrCrp
ln lreiand. thefi thcre rould
not be boErbs in British cities -*trrthrr those bombs erc plrtnlcd
uy rt?ublicans or oy sgents o(
the Briush govemment as gart
ol heir rar tir rsolate tne IR.A
trprn slmpatly in Brttcin-

Ir is ao! a question ol tertor-
lsn as llirris:s understand the
urord. lillllt8ry acUon isolated
frum a,rnr.ss base in Brirun tt
c€ftaini)' ls. il regublrcsJls are
plaritin6 '*'ie bombs. But the
cnrcii{ e:ltL.rion is, re relation
!o !n.' m!1ss base in lr.l.nd.

A mllltary cqrnpalgn in Brit-
ain *ould. however, increnstng.
ly trke or the character ol izul-
ated. indiscrimrnate end rhur
tulll. scts of violence which
nrtul,l hrve only one effect - lo
heip cre;e ni.rss suppolt, tn
Fleland lor Government ilctron
in lreiand. lt rould act lg:rins[
the stiU leeble tltoops Out'
rnoYerncnt. lt would begin to
tnahe cense' to h&ve l,hr1 tloops
roolrng out tjre 'terruiists' at
theii base.

Wo.t rr'FlCnt Xo.l!. D.I

EDITORIAI. STATETfiE}dT

The explGsions
in Britain:

The cetiolic rEtDIt starting
tn 1968 ras long matu:lng. fhe
bltrer wrongu of centuries. end
ol aie lBst ball-ceatury ra portic.
ulrr. have enflireq ils conunur-
Uon- Having once .statted b
move. tlre republlcan catlrollcs
becrme q)nvroced ih&t it $rts
oeuer to Choko ()D CS gas a.rd
&o rtd( loslnS their lrves agaias!
r gorcdul. rvell.trt,rned. aod
arp€rbly ceuippecl .rmy. thur
cver rSaln to subsid€ lnto
sulleo .resigndion.

JusUce in lhis war hss been
enurely on &e side of the
rqrublicans. Talk of the demo-
rrutic riS,hls of the pmicstaot
Irish mtn(:riv (thtl 6 ggrulty
r:lcroriV) lu rrelevnnt 8nd hytrl-
critlcal noriscnse, The Sr
Cor:ntJ strte rf,s-s an rlrillcial
creatlon of Britislr innpenatism.
Its 'rtShts' are the lnEhts' of
BlUsh imperiallsr - in aclive
op9ositioo to rlle nShr ol tne
lrish pt+ple to sdFdetermin-
aUon.

Wrongs

Explain

"Ruins"

aign. il i.s srill llh!!'-r tnat s''cir'
il not a!l ol thr: erDtiisions irrt'
the wor{< of the $arne ptup}t xtrr"r

sct cff bombs rir Dtlblin last
. D(x'enrber - txlmbs which hrlJrt'il

to Dush erlti-IR.t moasur0s
s through the Dail. Bod rrt:re alrrr'

osl certainly planled by British
sgents.

If we rrs.sumi'. on ttle olhr'r

hilnir, thlrl ri is xrme firctrDn of
rsrlLiilllcirns, it tl1)trId pnlt,]bly
rndir:Jlt' lto,. so ,ttuch .sl.renl;lh :rs
\4r.rlia(.s1. Wr:nkor.ss p;u[i]
t'{rusr'd hv 91,' 1u"* 6f 1i:itvr.
solrd:rity in Bri.hin wit} tht
Illd ur mllrt chra8r lh.tl

'lho 'narurai' instinct k)
di rr.ct [c sti l i t.rr, ilnrl r.{srnf.,.lir_} nt.
agrlns[ $rt lilimlrers ani] rr0! :ri

thf' Coyemment :s Soing, b be
the best atiy l.he goyr.mment
hitri. Soet.l lal ! ,nurt tnrl rt.
..p.clrlty drrr.lnE I born!lng
c.mF.len. lirl lh. tne., rhelrl+
!e turnad ft th. govarnlt!.nt
rilclr lr rrrponrl!lr dlr.€ilI
lor lhr hrfor ltt iloith.r{r tr.lrct
- rnd lh.rarorc tlro ,or.th.
bornbr ln Erltrtn.

22nd Sept. 5Lh Oct. 1973

I[ .re srrDpi>ri tht rrgh: of tlre
Irrsh pr.rrEle to s$lt.detcrmin6t.
lol. thrn rrrt mlls! support t}lett
rt*ht to lisht for it; and if we
sugDort their i,xht. uleir $e
musl. sutport (hem ustirg 8nJ
means nr1-essary - locludlng
ertenling rhe war ixur Bri!&rn.

Ev-n it $e b.lir've L\at a
tirciical erlDr ls betng made, tt
ls tie lob ol soctdltsts tlJ ptti-
entiy and in:ustently erpl&in to
lhe urorking clr^ss ..lrBl if youthg
fiom Eellast 9l&nt bombs In
Britlsh rLilwty bars. tlren they
have been conditioned (or rhis
work by tho Bntish .{rmy.
thpugh yeBrs of terror. of seein*
their homes *reched &1d tllerr
frlends interned, lailed. onci
kiile<!. whilli thr ma.ss of (he

Not too mu.1y of the lsr*,e
hrdy of BriUsh r<rking class
opinion *'hich urould 6tudii ste
Ertward Heih st$tnc up on thc
yrtd E m o( his y8cht see thr
IRA rs itllov-0glrter-s agBinsl
oP,e other Esp ect of C*vcmme rt.
anJ :';llnE class poiicy, But
sa}rlie l'i&vt' alrea(y done so;
marc c&n be mrde to dJ srJ; that
is the Pb o( rewlutionsrir.s in
BntEla. Yhile we have rxr right
to Cfilend U&t tne beleaEuered
repubilcans in Northem lrolanct
mske that job ees-t .. we dr
hcve the right lo argue wrth
tllem drat o csmFtidri oi bomb-
tn* rn Fli;land wtll be eounter-
Pro,l l.cUvc'.

Ualihe the econornic.wtrfare
txmbiitg in liortiem lrclar.r<l it
wlii starrd no cbanc* ol being on
such o scde as to be a r$alirt
(ector in the siluatlon. lt wili
pri:nariiJ hlt st ord:nory pcople.
8nd thuspri:hrily h,:ip thr
govern$ent,

ltten Sean Mactitic(ain siutl
recen'Jy, ln tha cour.. ot dony-
lnt r.rpoariblll(t to, lbr bolt!!r.
thlt ilru IRA crruld ersily reclucc
London "u) ruIns". rhen lhe
drjd,rlre of niscalculalron is
hardly iess thao th&L which led
to the 1939 carnptign in English
cities - 8 c&rpaign which was
disastrous fon mc IRA.

Precrsdy lceurse o( the
likely effecr di u bornbrnir cacrp-

tayout ajusred to .f it A4



T.he advance of the left in the L.P.

?re period siirce the defeat of Calla€lErn's ppverftrcnt in 79 lras seen the
nore or less continuous rise of th;- left i.lrsitle thr: L.?. up:inttl hs lr6t,
conference. fn:" i-s was reflc,cted in policy decision:; , tbc drltdng olrt of
riglt wingers - nota.bly the SF sy:Iits developrents ili ter1rtc of dqDcracy
aJd rccounteJcility, aCv?J,ces in constitr,ps, :.:rtir.: +.rl llc',:r".fmt ,t
Healy in tbe leadership elcctions.

Hcrr Bre qe to er.plcin the :dvlJlces ard thc prcsent rErrcrsals taking place ?
On r&at do they rcst ? The lmBdlrte 'i.ur i:- t.-^t:,r-,-;-\f, ql.i,) :ulsem;.j..,. :f

the left is clearly tlie rsldlcrilisatlon of the CLP's. Ert t!:rt is not of
itself an enplalrntir:n, bxt rathcr e n:flectlon of the cilangcs nhlch bF.ve
occurr€d. A radlc&lisstlon does rx)t occut' out of ff,thing. Ard no llorkers
party can uixalcrf,r a process of radicallgrtion witlrcut the r.urd-d:g class
beir8 centrally -tnvoJ.verl 

1n ore $ay or arrctLerl-

Agail, t"lken at thc lwel cf surf.:rce appeamnces , the ctlr:qes in the LF do,
how,-ver, appef,r t(l bnve occurj:ed n'ithout tlre lnvolvesert of $r)rkers.
Tterne has hcn n: nnss infhx {)f v,orket:s 1!:to the .oarty. Indivldu.rl,
nnrrbership has infact drc1ined. Ttx..re h1s also been an incr,::ase in mrking
cla.ss cl.ctoraI support. W)C<.Jrs bave riot ccflE to the f';rc to cr€ete the
radicalisati:n in the constituency partios.

This ha"s led sxe cdes to turn zutray fr.-']n the rnrkfu4g class in ter.ls of
urdcrstarrling c,fi.4t ls happeiling in tlte L.P. The r:rve tc the l-eft W Berm,
for exarqrle, is explnirrll corpletely ln terms of Bennrs percei.rtion that
things as pt!|stled b,y the la.st La.borlr GovermEnt sutd su.r?portecl by hirlBelf
havc rDt rcpresented norkers Lntcrcsts. If s..rch D *-.n rio \rcrc valid ,
bcn,gver, if it qa.s sirply the oloerience of thier ca,ln failure in
governEnt tbat caus:ed rcfolYlists to cprre to tbe 1cft, thcn tbe L.P.
ru:u1d long ago krve lost 1ts riqht vinl. ?aus, l'rhilst lt ilEy be entirely
logical for the cdes rvtrr:, f:.L[:-rrl;t, tlr.ef t:nff]Lcslritrrir1.1 .-'f .:!.:,--ritra1
trier.1lr::-, hr..rla; L r -Lked to Bennrs mlrd to esaplaln ctlangps ln the L.P.
tllen proceed to assort that tbeix r'rcrk in the !,.P. is tl€ fulertn of our
polttical '"'rrr.k in attaptir'A to devclcp this id..,olcrdrrJ parocess ln the
ninds of tbc ref,,Ir:Iists, ,..rte r!.lst r€tfetta.bly polnt .mt tbDt tiEy are lndr"-er.l
loqlcal brt alsc llnofic ,

lte !rersLEes fuposcd bV the last L.Coverflrent aI.Dngst other thi.ugs 1ed
to rsssive anfier in tbe l'.xrrkin6 c]*'rss. I bave alreedy t: ac6dthrcrra& thls -
pr.raess vidch led tc a l,ave of disllluslorfiEnt arrt dlsstrtisfaction being
dlrccted at tbe labour leaderstlip anC tb wrkm h:reaucmts ln srllusion
vrith it W sections cf the w;rklng clabs. It ras tlais:lpcrl ln tbe
&orking class , sturply presenterl ln the wlnter of rllscontEnt, wblctl
cre,:Ited the c.rditicns for the arlvence of the laft.
Tbls v,ras to 6L for a Nrrler ot iig}:q:b88t rcosonc

1-. B"]cause it Cerlic.l t'-) the ri,r.ht '7iql tire cffectirre ;Bterial brcrsis ';i1
$hich thcy coulC mfcly proccel tc ignorc thc :jolicies of th,: ,:[lrty anl
the ncsls of the :7. rri<inx class-;r Frlirr.Entalry .:r'"jcrity.

2, R-arrse it crrato:l tension rnC- hrstility in the 'txdcns 
, dirccteC at

the leajlrshi? olr ccntrzrl issues of t*r-ir ccllusion rzith thc rycrlt, ltar.ps
control.
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3.1hls in turn ileprivo{ tnc Lrbour lee.lerslrip :f the sec(nd cnrclaJ.raterial *hasis of tireir;;.,:r- tL'rblIj,ty t) jr:lrsc rlisci...1ir:: rx
thc '.nrkinr3 cI&ss throl'l tho tu ti ucatrcr:cy.

4.Fir:11y as far li,s firc L.!. itsclf rra.s G.nc.rrne.:, re :tr.._-r .rn,i
q-rnfusioD of s.-yu- l..r .rrj.tr.,.rs .r r)s €tf:-r -$sSC 'i in o.bgtalnint cf \Dtirll e.fiirst
Llbour both in lcgll c1.-rcti:;irs au1.1 in the i:cncrnl clecti.:n Tt..

In the unions, thc-re r,,-,I,s tr. rragsive ch1.11e:,,re tc thj rnli]7 irrrcc{l bythe bUreau-lCIE,cY -:l l-ar.r.'e C:)::tr:)1s tln (.ylrh flle SE1AI c.ri:tr:rct. l.r: the- f:rclof tllis nusslve 1n.l r,i)uittiil] frcstility frrr t5e ..rorlcin3 cLr::s. r::ric:tafter uni,-r)i1 r',a.s facr,..L to::,._cInrc itself o;r1:xri r:l in&,.3)1icy. p-it Iirr turn '::don leri_1cls i-.rer: f::.rcedi tll sn-Try-this ii.t ) tite t,.p.. it iasi:r tliis !'ray tlytt tbc ' -]-cf t t t'r.- ir its f h.st r,n-rl, ryrliey victrry . Brrt llre
shcru}:l r<r:ra. lJcr that tljs '.'rs rr-.t ,t,.rst :u..ry _;_ 1ic5i 1::.;ue. It r.,ni the veryherJt of tlrcir arlitiali st:rrtc -X/, ti:e cssintial bcrsis u,r>n rlti.clt then:linq clnss h'rrl cc'-c;rrzrti---l I'riti: tho refor:i-stc. liiiut rut lt tb, I-a.!>.>ur
1.:e lershl-r llst thc thri.', vif,s.l :rr].::ri:!l iTlsi:s of its.):r,rcrs- ,-lircct
stql:xE t 'fr':.r..r sectio:',s rf the r..-r.Iirr. cl:,ss.

IT :'ns uirler tlr:sc c..:rr5ti(ms, coililiti.r:ls in ,,itrich thc rateria 1 :Dr,r'a" cf
hc rilht rriwl ha,.i -;li;rln eru3i.a.L1v .3rr-1e.1 if not r/r-,11y re.,:>ral iry the[orliinr clDss ttrat the a-lv.'Irlee,rf t1:;:li-.ft sru]..l .rnal di.t occur. It rdr.s n.tit sh3ull be str(i6sL-:l , t:rc rdv-.rnccs.rf tlrc lcft-Thicit chcllen.lr]l :u.r.l
er' )--lo', tla3 lrn:n:r of thc ri ;l:t win , but rElu1er thr iz.,ssiv: r-'...1 ;:-r-,{.:r-h.stilitJ ,f tile ',!ut:i1:l I clasc ls .s.r-_tesse.: in.the f._,rcinq tirr _ru,h t:f arej3ctla:l ,f inc.r,€ -.r'r1icy. T.t; i:;ft r; lrl-.rno.: ir. cc.,nJltir:ns :rl; fari,lrLrablc
b y t,'rc ';r;rl<irg c1ass.

Tlrls ixr] tbc effect of creetin.l o rtr.:r,rrin:, c-,nfiilcne€ in the h.tr:lt I::ft
win;: -constituency 'tarties, :r:.ry of lrlricl: qeri_, c-l .prisei cf a i:dxtlrre oi lon-
stanili.r-:.1 labo'ur activists, ::i1it:rr,t si-?rrters n-rt,l thc ir,rst '6C r:t..lical
studcnts_ ccr:p a:.rl. TIre TTi 1.:ir-,,1.;,rs lrarl ic bc extrsrly ry:ref,el ,.rf lnci*/ert arli*xle, 'vitir tho :TI p.rt:/ lariireliir in ure face :i the vnrk.in.-
class k)stiLity tr thc rec:.lC ,-_,f tfnt 1e&,lershi, ii: i1."ren:.-ci,i, t rie
v,ere llrc€iselyz tl:e a;iriitio:ts l,n_ier ,,,,i.cit ure lcft s:uld_ .uj; irt i.t:nu"
aJ].i SCOrQ ;.r-.rre :v Lr.renCeS. A l)1.rrt of -,,irv ::i"1r.l rril.. l1er.] f,..rcel li: i:.
\ir'.:..e of ti:e ?l cl,ections forcsl cut .:r].-: this :,;:.ei.n tr-rellc:i the c, r:tfiil;ncc,tf 

-th,: left. -5u!-1nr sh)'_,.Li b: c1e:r cvc:1 as t5cs, a,l,,r]nces ,/c:.": ,,:_.eirr.
i-r..lc, tilJ rc-.l 'tasis ; re.kiu-J tho-r lrcssi.lr1e r,,a: 1t"._-1f rrrriel: .,ttrck.
P:,^.i:r^Tiipi.attitubs .f t5() .inrri.qt :i:rss .rf ir-,stil:.ty t,, tir:'(x-rr1lr:'rsr! r:"i)rur , ro'r-:lyn' e1t r,,as r;iving rrry t._. a --ener:1iso '. L-,,rri -x)1itig:11y
lird,to:.1._e.lrti-t'-r4/is].-! in tilc f,:cc of ti:o :.:,;rc f.,rojili"io#r"y*"b;;ir]iry t!u' I?otcher :ur.l the lr:.rsscs l:ehi:r,l 1:r. TLat it v:,x ,: *ii:t.,rv *if."-,.tlra a r; Ttic ,u1tj.{t ,ltaLitt n:vq,r_.r,: , rr:,s :r:: i,-1nrt -!rr ..1j- linc1 I .

. r-tt.-rpte{ ! tf , .r"J.'c .,t u}: ti.r* '.,,-gli , .,..rr i I,i:ict e., tailu:s ti-, rcc::t isb.:hi,rl'. ,rrr :)rusent C..,nfUSi .rn.

']tre. rf€! k-rstlllty .)f :h3 \:.,rfl-ir- cLass to bl]e last L.r.L,. :^^/t. ,n.: j.n
i!ttig,]o" its ;rr11g1.r5 .:\ ,:r.p. :r:l cuts i,.,,*-i cr,.Jz!tc.l the rc:r,-iltl,:ns icrthe lrhErlcc af thc 1..ft irin- in tlie r-rl.I-t7. Belu] :Lstlcul1tq] tll|"t h.);t1Iitybut h:.:li,-l l-.g!-crcato it .ills r.,1e a:r,_t th;;;il:,f th3 refor.rist 1;ft -'
:i? :l-,1: irf :y'r,, iri r:e-nura1,to pr€e;,nl the i-i1,.rsi,:.n _f a .,.,ay ii*ie,..f:'J'-:1rlst ti-..j rj-"--Lt rd-n' : ln', l'hc ,lr;ur 

"c<-i sc -.jrlich r-: n i:)s ':rithi:r thc hour.^-.-risSuIi:': rentairy fr:::c'.i;r,.. rcstin-: .tr a Iction ;l t:r: c6.t^;; -i S;i"d-s.,fr rr C. ;r.rc.
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Esseutla.Uy, therefore the task for tha- left ln"the L.P. I':came posed :

as ndt 1til>aiately ) rcforning, the systeri (bor,ever radically), hrt ' r
of refor:ming tue r'et6:roste, "!'t &ft-iJ ,iodte 

"*rutions"i6* 
: l-

reforrrlrg the systen via tlie AEs. lbe politlcai' ltrdrtatlons'of : J'' "
srU an aWroa.cb are eFDa.ribnt. But tbere sras rino.tfren irgsrtcnt i' . '

ttd.tatfoii witbln the ictt +,trictr ;'.;nrtlcularly f.n tha case of thoes lilre
,iEs 1ead, thern to b1alrE the 'beJd lef t'- for thelr hLterlt

revc.raos. lhat futher llnitation was thc fallure of the lefi of the
FlrW to ldentify tbe tnsis ard corditions on ratric.h thcir om adva:rcec
bnd been rcde posslble ... .t .: . -

thus as tbe corditiins of the Llfe a,rd stnrggle of the \ocrld.ng c13sa
begen to be chenged urder +.bc t$oct of tbe econcroic erlsls ard tbe
ftrarcfrer attnclLs rcflectlrE,her cla.sses needs fut'that sitrmtion, ttre grlkts
nnde bg the lcft of the porty @an to be sefc?atal fr;r:-tlx,r 

. 
noss

wcrklng class. bq.se vr:ich +orE could provide thc nitr-rrial d)rxiltions
r:nCer ut.icb they cculd be secrred ard takcn forrrarc.

3
iil . i'), -?3,' i'!'!

' . :TJI,JT(, i L! aUii ir
I3€ 3II0Ts3 EIN' II CE

T?.lc left .dvanced" but r.ot consctr:us ,;f the rcnI tnsis '.:f sumDrt
on vitrich tLis FdrrrEe bad lreen nede posslble. S<:, dti:ough the ad,.nnces
of thc left dfectecl thc r,'rrL'lng class, theso r'rere sd.rancrs v/tdch did
nrt speak irr:tdiatelY dlrcctly to the consciorsness d th mss cf
$orl<er€. Ttroy rq:re mde *rrre tire herds of the '.',Drk'lrs. Ilare lxlrtictlarly

$orkcrs in tteir dsy.tb day _Sfrrerye la-
problcrrs
the clEss

f4i4g tbese
strueg+:

they dld rpthir,g to aJfect the in:ediate

),i

For thc lterlcd :Ffi&leitbrhiig'cibefli8d
ur-rs very 1itt1e atterpt bY the left to

lass lnto the party,
verc urrlot&t
j.'It r.cli&teIy rc

ij'.'ir
'L,jil1&

:r1'-.- l ] J3
fdfrJard , thorc

I3lio

ard sr rcngthen a
claSs supgJrt for rbat
point of -.'ricri nr-rt
tenclad , to L-'e

3L
!r.) .>!ro 14. ocrt

l

Mc,regvcr, si:cc tlm edrr:rcc of thc' left terC.'-d'to : E- r"cstricte4 t^ 1

c, nsiitut:..rot, Cij: rrr:cy lsdt}3s r}tlEr -ti:arl g1'-ar.;:r.,1i9Y j-ssr)rj.t, th: .:-
rolctTance of ih:sc issues to cther rDre ixrEliate qucstl.lns, 17rges, iJDs
urLlic s.rcrdiru: etc rannincd .It vla,s only cjtcr scrlp of the
tliS tf6 ai- urcarrrats fclt forcol erntgh fro",r ti,. t:reci''tc lo.essl,,."e
ci ty:e class in tlre rnlre cf the stcel strlkc tq st J't overtl"y l,'l:ckittg
witn trre riglrt vinS th,"at the Dttcfltion,f the -l-cft ivirg:ur to i:):) circ€te- I t.)
r-!re questi.$ of thc TUts.
S,rt ihn" it $n-s s'Jen in tcn:rs 3f the neeri to r1'g"-r'rr:tise tire unions
sc tl.)trt the left wing c',ecisions ccu1.l Lle cnrrierl 3t confererEcs, ' -
f.ett ,oittg cardiri"rtedctdil l:e elect..tl , zuLl , therel)i/ , . 

tlrc 
. 
alrrance 

. 
of

tae left in the L.P. secur.:i. I1ris rhs tlre .oriatation to org:utls-'
,r.orlr,?rs that c:l-'r0crl. B:t it vras in no va,y the oriatation that v't"s

necessarlv nor the one '.vtrich '"',e slpuld have becn :'rvancing 9s
revclutiontxies.
It is out of day to day experiences 4ff1 the neeris of lprkers that the
qucstions of trade union derccracy is inescspnbly ,coseC. Lrrl the
i.,"rriiote issues aroul utricb it is posed ere fiv3n by rrcrk'ers *"he-r

selves- strikes. ?hicb Co not get offical bocling (slrch e's at
Ijnlrerr€ Scotts) !:pen.use of eutocrtltic dctisions, 's.-crct arz'eq:Ents
,,rit' . ilart4.jcrrat'about &{tuslances ;ud ru6c cuts a1s a! 

- PtQ, fnilurc
to tr*J urj the .lai-l-y Cj.scirni:aticn' ag:Ens't '.'ffin'.rxl' blacks;

.. ,, 1. tr ',, ,'i : ": :.
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abaeo]ute unw1l]-ingness to organise and take up the needs of the
mlllions without jobs , failure to prepare a serious 1ea I against

the drive to closures , notably in engineering , but now in ihe ri^jnes..

Workers undoubtedly need their aspiratiohs and imneiate dermnds
to be clearly arliculated. lllrat they do not need ls the left of the L.paPiving to amounce bhat the question of T.U. democracy ic on the
a agenda because of the uxdeioocratic use of block votes- at L.p.
conferences. In fact, as I shall argue 1ater, this process rreeds to be
reversed so that the lefL leain frqn workers r*rat the inrnediate
issues facing thea - ar€, and it is necessary for the lefb to take
those issues into the L.P. Certainly, utratever the left is doing

or not dolng, we shouldttre canpaigning and acting in that uay.

11 any event, the econornric crisis and the political process by
Thatcher had changed the innediate conditions of tr:c cl.ass
struggle at the polnt of this tum by the rcfoi:i:j-s,rs 1cft. The

clfunate which a had been ireated for the advance of the left u"as no logerthere. Just as a section of the lefb-notably a section of the CLpD
leadershrirp around Derer, had seen its own adirance as entirely
self contained and self propelled, so that they saw tfre ftrlt set back
3! if th. entire sbrq;p;1c aealnst the rfuht wii6 iraO been lost.
There osn enpiniclst exL(.r,-:.1ce sras substlbuted fcr a real
understanding of th e b,.lance of fot ces and thel..::r"or.e of how that balance
should be shaped. Ccnfi.;i:3ed by pr-oblerc and stnrgles for when the
condltlons for victory had not been prreyLouslv reiclvedbv the workinc
class, t}tre left, began to become confirsed and alvlded, a stsge of affairrs r.'
wtrich has contLnued t111 today. ltrey had nelther cr6ated nor even
urdcrstood the basls for their prevlous vlctories. Now therefore they
were lncapable of understandlg the basls for thelr set backs, and -

therefore incapable of loxowlng wtrcre to tu^n in orrCer to regerierate
their crm advance.

Thus ' at the first sign of a right wlng reactlcn, a section L.f the l-eft
went into retrcat. Vladinir Dr:rer I s v.i:.i-c'ls c,;ntri,l.:tr.i.cno on the stratery
for thelefL has beerr l@ieaf-of-'thlS;. E:tr r..;l-,;11 ll"1:r ha!, cxp.lai ndd
as the broad concensus of the lefLhas c:'.r-l-r l. J :.;'-i r,r- th. first se.t back,
i.n the political nature of that left. Constii:rency suppc "l u:s not

enough, nor had it ever been.Gcod iCeas were nor enough, nor had they
ever been.Skilful nnnoeuvres and tactics were not enough, nor had they
ever been. And subjeutlve experience was not enough, nor had it ever been.

Without the direct pressure of the W/C on the T.U. leaders in the first
instance, there could not have been any victories of the l-eft,and without
that pressure contlnuing in the same way, the inability of the Lcft
to secwe their own 'rindependant victorj.esrr without the I^I/C agaj,nst the
B/[,I was exposed.

The present confusion of the lcft stems from this new situation. For us,
lg €ontfast wh+I,-.f,hqHLd f911op_iq a reaffirrning of the absolute centmlity
of ttre tUC anatthe Elass struE$ldj:ana'a btrogtsle for that understandir\q
pitfothq rcfonqis! left as the necessary basis for anlTefence of past
6grip, agd a4l 4dvance to nerv gains.

'l'l l,r -tr-_ri::r .. -, r-r,.: J-r-. -, r,_
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There is a layer irrsiire r,he r.rorkir; cle.ss h'jlo are aligry , frustrated ,
tremendcusly hostile lo tlr:ir leaders :.nrl disillusicned wii:h the
Yery loea that any Govenulent can hetp in sol.r'inE! the problens Lhat :,
face thetn. Ald there are tines when such feetings penetratc intc deeper
layers of the workiryi class. ile could see things like this expressed
in the youth riots. i{e can see it represented in different way ln the
workers who despite .vcrytlfng were vrilling to support a strike to
resisist the Cowley victjr:isations . We can see it in the S&l( strike
the Rulecan dispute, the occupation at Lbrconi and the Health l,lorkers
dispute. lrie can see it expressed in r-hc mcod which forced Weighell
to resj-gn. Thls layer, and the mcci.1 which cxtends beyond them present ,

us Lrith opportuniti.es r.rhich we rnust find a way to explcit. If, Cespite
aLl the factors actiry1 against rnllitancy and struggle at the prosent
time, such a nood can sti1l perslst and frrm tirne to timc burst through,
then there must be so:riething r.rhich ca:r ctevelop out of it. Our taskis tc un,ierffirl the pcliti-al problern of this layer, vdryinrl in
cornpetiticn as it does, anC through this find rcacls tc them which
car draw them around us bccause rre can explain their selbacks and
problcms .

It is true that none of the factors we have mentj_oned produce a
revolutionary. But they combine to create situations and groups
of workers who will be recoptive to bo1d, radiclc polit,ici. Tirey neeC
to have their. anger nhich today is largely experienced in isolation
drawn together. They nccrj Lo aye an expla.nation of thc s(.Lbacks and
they need to be shown & nay i'eyy;.,i. It is nore j-r1poi.r-ant than
an}thing else today to givc :. di-..ect, clear, bold politr-cs to these
workers. If we cannoL expfoi-. tne receptivity which exists arncngst
them then l.le carmot draw t}rc line and crcate ihe basis for the fieht-
back agalnst Tltatcher. And to nrake sense to these workers, to
answer clearly Lhein own feelings t-h""t thcre is nothing that can
be done thE way things arc, we have to give revolutdlonary politics
a il!g!1 profile,both in our press and in our pracLical work. There is
no !.,Ery wq can elploit the oppcrt.r.rnities and nakc noa;rirg t. those
workers u:i1i ss r;e show the oppcriunity of thc c.)rr:-,:c":.i,::i of a
system which they already feel- with whaieser j. 

-i- .-i::'.ior':.r , <, jsi,orticns-
will always;tcr hard:;hip, r.rn,:nploirrent or th. biui ^ :-. ()i' :.: . l.Je rnrie
to takc the pcssim:ir : r,hl,:.rl ::.;s that thilgg -,:''i,.-. ::,:,'- 11 ;'; l-' .1-.t.el'

unless we fight to ,1..b rj,-i oi t-irc whole syin .- r ,,1,. -'.1 ., ., f.l.r-l u'-.rse.
As far as tir.: pap,;r' .ls .:cnccr;ii:C, this m:an; .;.,: i -l r:r' ;.': -

a. Direct rcvoluticlary propag;.inda and agitarion nlll: . .). :i ,'.-:- : 'ttclt
greater proninencc I

b. The conient of the pape!" must be gaared specificr-rIly to speak
to the situ.rtion of the 1:yer r.re have lCcntlfieC and the n3st of the
working cfass behind them.

c. The fon:r and style of articles must take speciflc acccunt of the
existing 1evel of consciousness of the audience tr. I.rrlich the
papcr should be directed- we usi inite in a i{ay Hh-Lch.}rfcan
understand and whiih takes up what they are thlnklng or feeling.

d. The content of the papcr rnusb be dbtermined by thc factors
inrnediately faclng workcrs and the issues which we believe should
be brought to their attention.

e. l,Jhat we write abcut the Labour p3rty must be first and foremost
directed towarCs workcrs.
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With or without agreer-"rent abcuN the ')pporttuiities icentified above
our orientaticn r,1ust 5e finaly to'",'a-'ds the i:]ass of the rrorking class .

In other worcls - the profi,le Siven t. the longer teni revoluticnary
gcaIs. the content of the articlgs :u'1r1 tlte prt:grarn'iiaLic pcrspective
i,rust all arise direcl*y out of an assossnent 1f ti:c situation inside
thc working class.

No one can scrious\r ar6uc thit w\J lrilve ii Paper uase'l fimly cn the
criteria cutlined above. On the contrery, thc p3p'3p has ln1:rge part
been based nob on an asseslcnt of what is happcning ln thc wrlrking class
or on an oricntation to the rBss of thc working class r but ')n an
asscsnent of what is happenlng in thc I eft wing of the lab.ur palty
and an oricntation t.) socticns tf thc left '.'rinE. uo!'I th')se Cdes uhtr
have been most adarmnt about thc necd for a. prinnry orientation to the
LP 1eft, shift their arguntent 3nd invoke LP lcgality tc supress,and confuse

8 discussion about ontentation a-rd to r:aintaln wtrnt is a nlsplaced set
of priorities. In doing so they do Us a double dis-sL)rvicc', evaCe
thc real questions facing us, anrl prcsent a series .lf re-asscsments of
our past practise,

IL is necessaiXr to makc clcir that the qu')aticn of r'rhat i-s irrrediately.
possible an,J necessary irrstcle the LP and the questicn of r*rat is irnsnediate-
iy possi.ble and necesiary inslCe the wcrking class are twc different questions.
It is on the bsdis of the answer that we give to the lalLer question
that we shoulc then proceecl tc considee thc tactical problcix posed by
the former. In other wori.ls, it is first necessary to establish our
.primary orientaticn as bein g to the workln3 class, an:i then proceed
..!o consii.ler hcw are tactics in relation to the ref.trnrist prlitical
, parLy qf tiic Qftrrkine cla.ps shc.ruld arivc .
& f ir '-.1-'l'

"ii-.-.Our prina"ny" br8.rnta-birn tij tfre -wonkild'.clqss pcses thc qucsticn of the LP
" r fnrfhreg. +ifferent !1aJS, al]'!f ,r,n]j.ch rlean uf h:t we shculC be located anC wcrk
';,.;.inside th{'-LP. ,,-. -'. ,: . ; ''.' , r. i' ^._. 'l

1 . It is ..thc f:riblE rtA-lhich ttic iass-iof workefJ ar'. '*i:.cted..ln"pursuit.' of soecificalfv c1Eifiil@d.$. ..t 'i ' ,.. !' 1

2. It G the partir ritricrr tneswtiffi c16.q9,is <irrianiqaUcnnl,l' atpatch:c
through the tradc union affiltations. n **'-i 11. i- - i.-

3. It is lhc organisation throuEh r^fu-ich thc reforr,lst triint:dx pclitical
conbrol ovc: th;. wtrking class.

We thus lcc:.tc oursel-'ves in !h ,e LP speci{icdli I , r C. ir '.ocess to workers ,
develop the political conscicusnvss which ha-.l rj:.en, .i.er:l thcre: trnd direct '
f,hem against the reformists who act as a brake -n Lir, r:v^:l-epm:nt of
genuine wcrking class politics i.e. politics r.rhich 5r rruincly'Eerve the
intcrest of thc working c1ass.

Th6r'e is a superficial rlmpiricisn in the view of sornc cries that devclopnrcnls
in the LP were secured by thc "Lef't" without any real role f-q. thc working
class. It is a.n erapiricism of a nat!tr"e no less superficial ihan seen in lcwpoIls, 3.nti- LP votes and the hcstility and disillusiorfient of sections of re
lrorkir\g class to the LP - anything cven renctely rcsenbling the final
historic break of the workirg class from thc Lp and its Cestn:cticn aa a
working class parly of reforraisn.wE would reminc cdcs that $r€ broke frorn such
Healyite ultinatisnr means years ago. I.Ie are not about to return to it.
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l!1f 
=-:4, 

91" Ey that the quesrion of rhe teforu]isr party will beoearE hrith to the allvanta,;c of the r+orkers_ that is when ihc workerstake up and answer that question thcmselves. That task rem.ains on ihea6enda. The traditional r.ryalty cf the r^rorking class is still-tirere. 
-

even if it is affected by cynicisn and disill,iio*ont.- T,h;-;$;;i;liof the reformist to act as a brake is not d--iroye,l. And right throuAhhi-story. the strug€Ie of the vronking class has u.3n .r.,n"""t""ii'"a'ili''J
movement back to'arcs its traditional organisations, as "trugio aluJrop".So even i-n ow locatlon in the Lp does n6t givc us irnnerriate i""""" ioworkers, we rarst be there to prepare for th5 n)vq"ncnt r^tricrr uices.-ptice.
At the same time, r^re rn:st operate with assessment and differentations.
We must seek out and focus.:n l,grkiRg class areas. It is nc,nsense to saythat'rc should only be in the Lprs 1i tnit-eiv"" that iry"rediate accessto workers +.oday. BuL it.is equalJ.y n,rns"rr6u'to sog overy I"i isl----sirailar in so far as a prir.nry 'orientati.:n io ttre wbrt<inS 

"i"u"-i"concerned . Such a proccss of differentiatiorr i" nocu.=siiy,;; i;y:i.$ il , we. euard ag31nst, any tcndency to try tc basc , urselves whercrne rcrr rs scron3, without eny consideration of whethcr rncre is ir-carbe a strong rlcrkint class base- to tfrat fefi. ls a priority, 
"u 

JirorfO-infact be seeking those working 
"fu"s oreis-orte.e the r!1ht" i" 

"t.oni_- 
'

the areas in which the need ior aur interveniion is greatest. A location
:^!::."*111i^P1^mrle tnporranL and rore ,""rri-ilr* a ipap". victory;'--
somewnere etse where we doninate each other,even 1f tho' quantifiiLferesult takes lcnger tc come throqqh.

The priority of cur Lp work is this; expLainiqg to i,ruri.:rJl,s develcpnentswhich occur inside the p.arby qnd 
"""r. 

ci-"reuriisc and p:.'1itica11y deverrp .l

those v'r)rkcrs t,-'' shape thcsc rrevclr:pments i.ill vny which r:reets there needs.That is the real task of soci.arist' organisl". ' praintairiqg-i-p.;";rd;"'
inside the- party nay t'e usefuI to +_haE t""t.' S"t it will have to bern?.9p usefrirl hy r he nat,urc of the work thaa we io ana th,_ c.rnneciionwith l,rcrke!.s i \i.. i rue make. Maintaining i p"i""n=n r_ ts -, - 1-he Lp ina naro$I sc:t ,.: : l.-t- not bc enou,j h to rneet .,., i., :,.,i,.t .. _.,11_. .,lj vl.,r.k.TheMass of vlr,rlr-: i.: :. .: ,r .i-. :':_ ,i iir.f 

""rte*" ii-ti.,l_: fncy ,l,r l ,i'i-tienOinternal parr".; r,.:.: .t_t,. ., tir - r."i: ...!- nrilcn-offi_c.,..: . It- i.-. .. i; ---'
through r.h:se el.r:--,.., , t .,t-.. t._. :. r,. l:j:;.1 ,i ifrn i,r, c:.i-: be raj_ ^i,.-1 with ther:r.To clrr; i;: . '':".....-. ,...- r-_ h:..1. f-J oricnt:Lc .utLL|cls fromthe irrire;Ci' r - , :1,,i:.satiJ!.: _.- :..:.. .,. rqr:rk cf l".. l,p-.' 

-

Succesful LP l"r,-..k is that r^rcrk lui:,: _,.-i nais_; ,_., , ,.ut,: ,;i..)n of the Lpwith workors which develops- them, 
. 
a"a o.gan*L.s wori(ers to take upthe.questions facing the'se,ves,'insi<ie tG-.rga"isation. iciaine-'official positions inside the ti ggy aOvance t6atwort<. Auf-Gil,itwill not automticallv dc sc it 

"af . tf-,"-.*aswc of. sdccss in Lp workis not in aquiring poiitir*,-u,r;-i;;"ffi illitior,",to carry our politics boworkcrs '-and.to carry wcrkcrs politics iIm irre Lp. i.tre shiruld bear this in rdndparticurarry with reference to tLose or our cctes who have'a1[.cv-l 
".'**oabcut to, aquiro seats as couocillors.

Arisinci .ut cf alr- of this: The line that we should be drar..rirg is nct between rstaying in [he party anrl .3ettlng out.rt is "ru-Lt n"n c*"vinc oir'pJriti"" toworkers,or nct carryiry; our poLitics to thea. ifre gains of" thi: .

right wing make direct clear bold revolutioniry politics directed
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Towards workers rnot less so. !tre see it is the onLy way of changing t'he

balance of forces inside the LP Bo ttlat ourr pcsition is asswed, rather
than as an infantile unfoldlng of the banner. l^le must base Nhat we are
saying and writing about the iP primarily on the need to explaln developrnents '
to- vroikers an1 show a way forward to control future developnents, not
on the need tobe allowed to seII our papers by the rigJit wing (to
,^ltr",r, ,hy ) our futur€ course r:ust be- aeterrrrliea not by fear 9l uglng outside
the iP, Lut by the deter'lxinstion to cxploit opporiunities inside the
wortcinf class which would rnke j-t possible for tb e right wihg to keep..
us outl EVen in the medium ter*r, the advance we make or cl,) Dot l[ake with
workers is mote irnportant to the future of the LP than the gains of. tbe
iefC or the victcry of the right. It is fron such advances alone that i
any useful gains could reatly be defenderl and taken fon"larcl to the adv-antage

of the working class.

tlhile the condition which we listed sliLlerist ' then it is necessary
that.we still be in the LP. We can and nust be as flexible tactically
ai pcssible. But we nust not disciplirre ourselves on 5ehalf cf the right w - -
r.*ing. I'lor must we pretend that some expulsions woulC end our LP work'

. And*Ieast ,;f all must we invcke LP legality to use as a cover fcr
maintainirvj a prinr,ary orientation to the lcft when iL is above all
iUsolut*fy-essbntial that we fi.nd a way of developing and taking fc6.rarC our
orientation to the working c1ass.

In reality our r-tseflu1 L ? " ,'k c -,rts r,'hen we Cc tirt raisc the issue of the
LP with wirkc:'s cud cr'; :- --;;crl w :kers to carry thlj-r l.nlends to the
LP; for s'.xn,: crlcs our ii;:ful- ul.'il is enCol (or rati-tct'n'-rt even began )

b,icause as u.h.,i:,. s3c il thc qrle s.ii'-'n '--,f the LP is l irst anrl foremost
poscd-n.-,t. as r 1. qlli'sti.:t -,' !t h.,,r': tc 'creak ',Icl'kcrs fr':n the blodk of :

ir:fpn;ri,sm- 1;-ii :: '-.-' li rhi t: :1scli. l- te stab'Ie a-rtr.:c:lcnt's 
. 
r'ritha a. section

of ihc tell . rrr-;. such c,]c .m lrl,,.:.:Itif,n t', thc lef i '.rilrg of the LP

hras beccrnc a ,l-:.:-'.:l'tt b':-.s 'lf Lhcil- ,.::;litics '

Does the .,:" 1', t i..:., , . a'Ivc ta:.--, r - li) '.5ti we ' :ve r.lismissetl ilr ignored
the left? $6 ,; ,,,nLri-,. Thc p.lf ir...l is ;h.'t, i is the ';rientation
of Lhose cr'ics ,': 3,re c -'lpletel-y i-r-s,.:tcd w:"h thc lcft that pboves

i.ncapable of br. i'B any f th- wcrking c1ass, thc qucsti'rn. of the.
l-cft^ reformists . .s Incscapably ;.:-scr.l - i:r terms of 'che authority that
they have in thc wcrking class-and l)n the other hanrl tho harm that they
can- dt-; as a break 96 16i er,rkers mcvqlent . But thc cu*ent turrroil in
the labour nnvement has racant 'r,hat cn the level of appearances ' there
are aifferent politicat f ';rccs 'rccupying v;hat seens to be the same political
gbound, Some of thern a-re confirmed reformists. Otbers are moving
"leftwircl from reformisr. Nov, an orientaticn to the latter is necessarY
anri legiti.mate- it must be base<l on a cirt"ene,ntiation bctween thern and

confiried refcrmists. But il must aLso be secondary to our orientation
to the rnass of the working class.
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Those moving Ief t are not qoinq to converg{r v,'ith revolutionarics.
If they arc goinq to be come revolutionarics, thcn thsy are going
to have to be dr'atvn into our ranks, brcal'.ing fror,r the grorad
thcy occupy, raEliiffihan gllding snocthly anci automaticatty frorn
it. [githout a. devoloping rnass movcm.ent of strugclle to propel thcm,
there is only one way that these individualr socj-aLists can be drawninto the ranks of Trotskyism - by a corirbination of sharpenedpolltical critism and thc collsistent example and explanatlon ofFolitical pra.ctic;: based on an orlcntatloir to the v;orklng clrss.t^Iithout;r f*rm lcad from ourse,lves, the b.:st of thc lcfts will nove
a:round 1n confusic.nr or go ov.jr to sor:ic other orqanisation which
apPcars able to qlve that lead. And hrLw cln we givc that lr:ad?
By giveing thcse peoplc a r.ethocl wiich vrill allorar then to locate
thcir own individual socialist committncnts rarithln the struggle
to develop the only force capable of actuall!:EEng the rcvolution

the working c1ass. The fact j-s that the left do not understand
hcw the basis for thcir own advance j.nside thc L.P. was created by
the working class. They do not therefore scc that it ls only
througtr an ,:rientatj,on t<t the working class th.r.t that basis can be
recrcated and strengthencd. I4any of thern F,i.ESLI}.1E the suppcrt cf
the workersi ithcrs regtrcl thi.:loseLvisl or a,:'i:. r.s, $U3STITIItrES for
the workers; to the cxtent that there was a conscious turn to the
worki-ng class i it cccr,-lrred by the lef t ar::-1.ving to announce that
the questi::'r. r-rf ilgdc unicr: dcr:.,ocracy har'. .,,,tr]:r L:osed b1z the blOck
vote . If .lri't :-=adYthirt tv-r.,r-, 01' turn, ir.r(.: t:l':-i.t ::5r.ivt a method which
Can take U.l-;lte iS-,:r,S i;:C.i rg r..OrkerS -i.:,,: Wi:.r, WhiCh bOth COnneCtS
with theii- inmedii*.,.: a( ;,si': j.(,".rsjll - i:)r iiti-: ci:aIlenges and develops it,
thr,. the l:r.:gf 69 1--1. , -,_=i-:.: t_.,-l :'a ;-'i:'|--:rel-,-,i1 . And if we take fOfvlafd
th,:: f ,:ir1':' .ecb: ,.) ".1-)i.-cl .r'l:r., r:'-Tl r:,.) !.ll(. al ,.-r. ,":::', i::r:d .initi:tive on the
TCi:,:, t C;."- 1r:,. irl:;:r rr:. -r.1:,r.. . -. :-'L i. '.; .. :i.:.':t,, ''- -.r .'l-:t intO initiatlVeS
r1 t:.,::t. -1 .E'i:. :,q.', 1.i-.,q l:1.. .1;,.,,r ;i.:1.'1)-r t,-.: '.,::.:-r;.. tij l:hefn WII1 dfaW tO
.ilt- i'-, -r:Cruojl Si..-.. -"-. 11.:-. .]r:o .-,..:i. i,i- r;-.....- 1.'i.: 

11 :, . the CapaCity
b:. : .' ' rl:i: i-'1'. .: . r,,-. ,-r.,:-, ,--''. '.' '"r..', ..-'ii,ri- :.:-.vI,.,1:: llg iili .t:f: n-O ,i in "a Way..;.\.....1.,.:.].'-'1.,:i..,-'''..--,..,:....:"'-::'

,lQfC-*:.::,,,,.i].],:..,],,.:...;i.t::,:.',','.|:1...,-.-.,:;t:,:',..,.),.,.'l..i.('), :)
It. ..-: ilr_-+.. .:1..-: _ - .-:;e I r., i ,, i...:.-;: i;{_ ..i.it--i-.1a,,: :i.;,-: i.:i_l{ "- - iexplolt qrtc
f,.::,; t,"...1-. :-:-:,|,... .jS ,,ti-,.i - 1-.,' - ,.,1.i,.,i:- .i":1.'.T_j .-,--.; i',-,t:.. iti tS a
O'u. , !: ,-'i :::; '-. : l-:,.1i,,- .,:',,.- l:!r-i":' '- ': ,l ":- -" ': .i. it t :' -- ^ ,-r . whc'' - b.-.,Ck ]::itrr{, and
Si,.ri:: i- 9r;;.. 1..-,li'; : S ..':-,; . j:- :.:.;; r.'.' "f ' ; .:;r;. c.' 1l::,)' .lC'l-i,el"1;7 dfattil:
tC)Ir,.I,-1.,,-,-..-j i--),.'.: :-,:-:VOlUtj-rri:i-1., i-: .iiii.,, i,Ir'i t- ...,*.',('l-. '. aS fCVOlUtiOn- f ieS.
A n:-'r.'; -): aii-'r sLruCturr:i.' "r'i"-ii:1 .'l i.l.r: !-:.1'":'-, i:hC'-".::r of convefgcnce
EXC;:ll,,jS Us frrtm eXpiC:, :.j-:l.l' tll.: ci.i.'r. i:::-..i,:'-i.;S in thC WOfking ClaSS.
HOWev+:11 7 O IiCliSpapei v;i,ic-l; is Or:.ri.'La:[- '.: :'') r:l'ie wOfki-ng CIaisS_
does not cxciucic us frcr,r 6.rv3]grpj-ng in-lrviCual left-wingers' On

the ci:ntra.r1,, IT is by learning how to carry politics into the
wcrking class that such a developrnent can occur.





MARXISM BY NUI'1BERS - THE POLITICS OF FRASER/JOPLIN AND THEIR SPONSORS

1 
.. I\]TRODUCTIOI\'I

At the last N.C. Carolan made the astoundlng allegatldn that the"British Perspectlvest, tqbled by Cunl1ff, wai a ',fictionii coup,'.
The charge wes aplraya_ntly -'loased on the f act that Carolan andothers disagreed with the contcnts of that document. A subsequent
examj.nation of the charge would, ho\"rcr:t:': r another readlng of the
sltuatlon, especially in the Ilght of the youth clocurnent s
publ lshed .

At thc N.C. HtIl announced that the Fraser/Joplin document on
youth work was the maln youth document, rrlth that of Hunt, Natloaf
Natlonal Secretary 6ftne youth group, red.uced. to the staius of{opposition' document, There had been no prior agreement on th1s.
Yet, lf we look at the Joplln/Fraser youth document r^rhat do vre
flntl? The document ls gg! a perspectlves docuncnt but a factioal
polomlc wlth sub-hcading= llke "sectarlan regresslon" and comments
Iike nwe donrt run off in a flt of pique". Here, given the large
nurnber of dellberate mlsrepresentatlons and rewritings of history
contalned in the docurcent (all of whlch I shalL outllne later) we
undoubtedly do have a.f"lctional coup! That ls \nhy the Hunt
document vras-Euddenly declared an "oPPoslt1(:n" clocument. No doubt
Carclan would retortruOh, but that ls justtfled by the Cunllffe
documentl " Such is -tt?e-PolitLcs of factlonal conveniencei
Carolan and his co-thinkers are always the injured Party, tbe
rest of the movement all fdctlonalists. But lt does rcqulre,
therefore, a political resPonse !,rhich draws out the polltlcs
underlying the tnancevers.

2. ESTABLISHING THI] PROBTE}4
Joplin,/Er userbegin bY asserting that there i8 a Polltical Problem
in the youth work. I colld certaialy agree wlth that. But their
presentation of the Problen is misle-ding and ultlmate 1y
dlshonest. TheY quote Trotsky and then Present an entirelY
wrong-headed interPretjlE:le4 of the question to serve as the 1r
basis for ereEEIng a total Iy spurious strast dununY which theY
then proceed to beat about the head. For, they cla-im that the
problem that TrotskY wss refering to , sectarlan abstentlonisrn,
Is the problen confronting our youth and the form of lt- is "a
desire to Pu11 away fron the Y.S. an the bedrock of ou: Youth
rrork" (ny emPhasls ) But rrrhat did Troistr!-EEi5r ly s.Iy? The

essence of Trotskyt s Po lnt is thatl nGenr.rj.n{-r }'lilrxist po licy neans

c arry j-ng the ideai of the Proletarlan rcr':> 1-1.|--i.on to ever wider
nasscs, through ever changlng r id e\'.r '' 'r cn:r frequently
unexpected combinatlons of hist3ri-c ..):1j:. Where 1s the
para}lel:ornra <]es? TrotskY talks clsssr.h,r r: i-ire v.r,:-:kin
JopI lnl I'raser i..Y.S.. The Po nt wcu d only
have ry relevance if there werc comrades who were oPposed to
taking our Po Iltics to the vrldcst Possible laYers of Youth. But,
ln fact, on the basis of thelr document, this lattar charg(l
could be nore aPProPriatelY dlrected to JoP lin/Fraser than those
vrhc have argued ln favour o f an orient.ltion to worklng class Ycu rh
as a whole throuqh Clags Fiqhter as a tendency both ins iale and

outslcle the Y.s. Ih hry vlbu thc loglc of the Fraser/JoPlin document

is sectarLan towards the working class Youthl and particularlY
f unemploYed Youth.black ycuth and thc :rass o Hclr, can we take
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Beriously a tyouth' docunent r'ihich has.not one "aril to salt on

youthunempIoynentandHon,."iJ.u"-"'e.nrE.ffi=ds-ofthousands
of youth on tfre aorer oD, ttui"rng itrremes etcr vrho are not even

unionlsed. A document-- whicil-fs- iina'Ufe to spefl oYl." 5i;i';Ic
i:racticLe oroposal for orori. *itf, u.ftool fe"aVers this spring and

ffiil;;-I";i-16r or,.i-:isins'in. yo*th j-n. ?errott._^:s11""'
unemlloyment. A dc,i:,.-ijircrnt *niaf,'t." nothing tO Say gp Organising
young vrorkers in th.e trade ;i;r;; paqticuiarly in a situation
where apprcn'-l-ces, as in EEtPIJ, face w'<:r?c crlts of f'11/ttk' A.

docir,:ent wfrici ="." black work'as "setting up :lli-racist
conrnittees'r iir.rctr rras nothi;; [; sa1' aborit soridariy!' t'9rl es

rarith Ireland, Palestine etcl But rph-ich docs cleel v;ith thet
burninE quesri;;-;;;i;s oii-youtl, a! grey trudse their wav to
schooL vrork or the Job effir6, thc vrlt.ch-hunt irr thc L'P'

The ansll,er is that the Jopl.in/Fraser d.ocUr.rent is not a seriorls
document. It dOcs not begit- eton th,:,prOblern Of 'r'7ov'1:-t"n cl;lss
F;ah. It does not begin-fronr the "ever ch:rnging and ever r:i:'r
and freguenly unexpected combinations of historical conditicl" :'"
Instead it bcAlns irom o ti*eiess i,ig? of hovr . y(ruth vrork siiould
be clone and piocecds to j.rnBose thallfficg oFto thc present
political sitrration. Ttrus', eve?!-GE!ffincoicluiics, one way or
inotfror, vrlth the rituat theme "Lhe Y.F. i.-s-ti:e be{rock of our
yc"tt wcrk.,' And that is the QNLY pollcy thc d.Ocurnent offers.

Unfortunetly, when the comraCes atternpt to PROVE this they run
into difficuliy. To begln vrLth th,-ir i'RRO"Jf" is a-histgrical..
It makes no reierences to any changds ln the sj-tuation, any new-
phenomena amongst yotr.th or airythin{ in ti"re materiaL sitr.lation of
Lhe class strulg1e-whlch woulcl justify their vierlrt - Instead we t

have an extena66 version of the old rMilLtantr slight of hand on
the centrality of the L.P..

the woiking class i.s the revotuLionary force in sOciety
The orgranised working class l:as a pol:L'r:ica1 wing
The political vring ha.s a. 1'clt'ch rnoverni;nt
The Y..S. = the working cj.i-s, youth

In passlng, of course they aic Obliged to col;(ii: t:r,;.j-1" trackso
Thulr On iugu 2, thelr aa:rit that in the st-r:{ri'.-. ;:'': .:.:lr:iisc youth
aS revOj-Utlonary fighter-: in the vlOrkerS I?..1;:r'.j'i:11)r",i-- "rlI"l,,: i+;y Of
doing this is to shovl horrr r,;c can fight in i:-:'.. ".;,;i,:r"'*"ttesuraabl1t,
from this they accelr! that the:re are oi:ht',::: ? l- j.l';-r ::hE :.1v19 h-.r':.'; l're
can fight in the Trade Unions? Amongsl'. :.i':'. li::,-:.t-i. -:i'*rC? Amoiigst
black :routh? But no, they Co not get ; !rir;:r-.,t"io:1.

FOr jop,L-i.nrlFraSe1' aLI thls j S E'- c'ta:::i.:r ' l- ,: lq:;)'-'i;.ri'ri*rn unleSS it
is i''.:,'.=:i::-i tOr^rarcis thc, ':il ,9. , - rilit !-- :.'., a '.,'
ilI,il:il:, r)i-'',]-CUSly, VtC t]--t] r-..f! aCt_i-,; '. .^.. -. tt '.,.: :.?:l r.. .l- -: .lCr ln Va:iOUS

ot' 1-ir ',. i"r'rI, workinq in these, in its,;- 'l':i t.''i'. enc'-lq1:i."
Ifhat :'-;,.t1;y L-.:Ve COnveniently niSSed C'-',:. '.. .:ir:s st;li'-:tncnt( it,.is
hiddcn in the phrase "should be") ls ;.:.-i- ttre] \lr.'ic not, and took
no steps to tnvolve others ln, eithe:: t.t.:. F::,:.r-,.ioi.'ci 12 or thc I.:Ll?'7Ml
But they then turn their oum sectarian a'k-ii::t:?rttionis'rr',, in p.lri:illcular
On blac!: wcfk, intO a vitue! Thus, theg i-i:.it1il tha'; lroxJ{ v:lo1.(:i
wlth b1a-ck 1'outh vrho are HOSTILE to the L.].Y.S. - j-:;,r,;.-ic.ster
they were barred fror.r the rlots arc3 by the l:lack youth :- tcr
politicall-y crganise those youth vrlthout sect:.rlan, organisational
ultl-matur'l "ce:n be destructive, espccially if it is done on n
lccal basis ';rithout reference to r.rhet the organisaiton as a whole
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is dolnvi.*. : ,

I^Ihat . ar;ogatrce I f'hat stupid, bureauiratlc arrogancel The
organlsatlon as a whole has nothLng to say to the thousands of
black youth on the streets, roany of whom have THEIR OhTI'l organisa-
tions, exept nyou need a labour movement orlcntatiJn - ja,j.n the
Ir$. ". Put thosc r',ho seck to f tnd. roads to the6e youth, to vrork
with them, overconi:,:' thelr hostlllty to the opcEtunl8m of therwhlte leftr by a ccllmoll practlce of strugglc are destructive! I
Trotsky vruu:l .i have laughed at you comr.,des iroplin ar.d 3'raser.
Don! t you rcalise that when Trotsky writes, ln the qtri.:.;t,ion YOU
har,'er chosen as your lntroductlon, nraroc to trim who turns this
"fealty" into doctrinaire stubboness, into ready-:nade, once and
for all learned formulars, hrlthout the capacity to give hced to
life and respond to lts needs....." he was talking atout YoU.
YOU ARE THE SECTARIANS INCAPABLE OF RESPoNDTNG TO NEI,II SITUATIoNS.
And YOU do not accept the black comtlunlty org.:nlsatl.on as part
of the organised worklng c1ass. what redlculo':s forr,rallsml You
should be ruorklng at Transport House.

3. BROAD I,IORX
Fraser/Joplln argue that to accept seperate forms of orga.nlsation
for black. youth is "goLng roundt the labour inov.roent and that we
do not approach any other aspect of our $rork in thls way. They
further argue that to set up Class Flghter groups means counter-
pcslng our ntLny forces to the official lab<.rur movement". Both
of these arguenents arc wrong, but they do revedl an intcresting
side llght on the .Toplin/Fras.rr rnethod, fcr vrhat wc have ls .a
clear cxample of orqanisatl,Jna.i ult j.nal,rl ! r,{hy are we opposecl
to sepatate forms of oiE:-nis i-r ..ro:i s for irl-ack youth r conracles
iloplln/Fraser? You never sr-,i'l AIf we get is " It I s true the
Iabour movement Ls not a w.-lcor:.ing place for them.....but ln no
other cases do we argue that that ls a reason for going round
the labour movenent. " But th.:t is not an ansvrer. Firstly the
Y.S. ls not the labour move!,..ent but one s,nal.l irart of lt. Secondllr -

we should assess our tactlcs not on tiie Lla:i.- o.i: "9.'hat rve normally"
do, but I/iHAT fS NECESSARY, talilr:{i accoulit: cf the ::ea-i. s:i":1atlon.
Thlrd1y, antl-raclst commlttees are no'i"r;pcc.ial c eur.p;, + :, r:lng
methods " ln terms of organLsing black youtir " :hey ,rr.-- .1 means of
orientating the trhite r,rorklnq class.actually Do, or should, suppott sepatatc f r..,.,' ."
l,n other areas of our nork ! Or do yoi, rcE'-- '. 1"

as nct- being a separate form of orgf,ni r,r.t jon.

l\1
o i'.

') _..

f ina:.iy, rre
crg ^ nls ation

.,.r f Flghtback
:1..e ::nswer is

soi.i.:, tO t,:11 $romen to jcrin thc L,"?,. i;('''r.::n3 s s-.-.::.i.:)rs then why
b:.r,:r.f F.irlhtback groups? Co:",-ir:, i.i: !'!':;:r.:t' , ::-< ,:.. -. r.'.'.:: i'-,,r of the
wcr:,.. r-j t a i-:u:ierrt should rlnk::, ,,'-r ) .:, :! '.1' '" t

Ir ';'-: :..-'. ',:: t I w:lcor:c, ':h:-. ,1,:rr, : 'i: -: ,. i' hi-a."1-. ), Lith orga.nlsatlons
1i' , :,, ..sian Youth ir(,,va:]ri!:t f:.,!. -..i Bl:r.ii:/l?'.1. l,r,iiilit ;1acii iouth
llc.': .i ni;. I see these aS a pe.l: t C;: thc O,'... , -,' l :,'.rr:king sIASS.
Sirri. .1y, I welcorre the encrgcncc ( :' -h{' '-1. '-i.)11i-.,1r ;.r:\,€ril€Dt.
Pc:-:'- ..'i itr s because of our nsectar-:.1.: lL,:i-".,1: i-:rl''' -,-," in Le icester
thr-.jc rrJa were able to lnvclve the lor-':r-i 5'..-, 1 '' :,', ' , i-- 'p ln tiic
C1a.ss Flqhter Conference, get onc of '3ii'-: '..: : 'l j -r:dr 'i 2 to s:r'r::l:
at thc Surnmer School,, and lnvdlve a sigi-r i. r.l':::':{, (-,. :' t or" b.t,i:k
ycrutli in thr class f lghter conf erence. Pc': 1i :.1)G :-: ! n il1r.,'; si,.r?
sectarlanisn whlch rrreans our Class Plghter r-,rjcup ha:,, i i,.l-acl<
mernbers, vrhile thc Nottinqham group havc rccruited a y,:ung black
nonbcr to './I.s.L. Maybe comrades Joplin/Fraser coulcl give the
conference a list of their achievements i.n their " anti-racist
comrilttces vrith a labout mcvement orlcntatiotl' . . . if they exist!
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Of courze, Conrades Joplin/Fraser w1ll reply thrt such "Class
Fighter" grolrPs should be reslstecl because they nre posed as an
alternative to the Y.s.. Amazing: The igrrorancc of tlles.j comrades
ls truely staggerlng. In Nottingham the C1ass !'ightc-rr: gr:irF has
countcrp6sca oirr ycutfr comrades to the Y.S. so shaiplv tl';t there
1s now a r,',r:r,:d secrutr'ry, one Y.S. scc!ctary, r.nd-4 .. i:t '.:1' r.i"M.C.
very clevcr t-hese sict,:rians, eh? In 1.,.jcc stc:r, v:lri..i':,: :-:1:i' othcr
Class FXghter qrouP cx j,st-s, one youth cor.LraCe 1s -','-''.' Youth
Of f iccr in Sc,r::r, .-:nd 3 are on C.M.C. . Andl just to bc c;.:::talnr
therc ;r"rs .,r Cl ass Fighter fringe meeti:r.g at Regional L.:'. v. S. Conf ' '
So, no conracle s, Bre are not drif ting a!r,:ty f rorn thc Y.:: . .

But what about the general question? Should tre h.:vc el..3s Fighter
froups as a gencral rule, or only in the most cxrpt- i.r'":l- rj'o::r-tmst-
ances, or as a caucus before thc Y.S.7 t"relIr pcri'|'l:'l vre sr'''':i<l ask
,JopIin/Fra8er a quastion. Are S.O. Eroups ccuni: -r.:.''''! -'i to t ''(,'
6Xistlnq labour movclr,cnt? Of course not. So wi only hnvc 3.o'
groups as a L.P. causus? Of aourse not. t'lc use the;,r. to grcttl'r
iupporters around us, discuss poLitlcal lssues and involve thcr'i
ln cur ca.mpalgns . Anc', in the S . O . grouPs we dr:rw in NoT ONLY

I,.P. ncmbeis Eut also xlilltant trade unionists ivho arc not in i l'ir
L.P.. I{e argue our oricrrtation cn the guestion -'f the L.P. irr these
S.O. groups. That ls what Cla.ss Flghter groups .rc about tool
But thcy will only be necessary if i.!'c raa11y do have an orientation
to ALL layers of yc,uth, tro th tht-rsc in, an'l those not in, the Y. S.
For those who never get beyond the Y.S, t-:;y wili never be necessary.

Cf ass Fighrcr 'group,e l::; :' vl :.,:',. 31,1-l'. r f: .

the N.L.f .Y.M. as a tcr.''. ,ci' 'l.:!-:l t .,. t-r::r.t'
-:^ .,4' ;-1

-,. !l :i .-r. , ::
THI:T li'S .i\-l r l!.L:::'r:,.'--ti' r':' -;'-

i wcrli bc-ci,.tsc we build
:iass Y(rut.n 1;g 2 u.'hole 7

r.:.ding t:ur t. r'.,,.?I1(j)'
:-; i:2I\:D1 amonij'-:: +- YOlrr
;v i,;rrth r arne t:,;st" bL
; -Ii i-.r;!.li ali J ;:-1i t:s cr

not just in t-hc '-,i' ,'i. .').. . " .. Ln;
g

f
l-rc

.u. t

thc unions a'-ir,-,!]c v'ru-' - f'..111i'1 i. / c:: l'1-'q-: ? !
women, anon.rl;:'. t.\lt.: uIr.';i'?.i.;-,-,'i,.,, tii,:'-rir.;si .,
youth, anonq:ii i''lii-.-,; t:,-'-1;:" ::t;
youth. C), ",,' ; , ll.r'I -'! i.ii t
Class Frrl . ' '- .. - ': : , .: : i ' i l .:.,,.,i

a, . j. -,,: , : r,-: T
:-)- \. . .r i!-

'': i.. .. ' ihc
'. 1 v."j '-,.J:: vTas

-.; it r -r:i.ch JopIin
a; ;li,r:r narxlsm
yorlth !'rcrk.

r ^ (,r.-' ,,:f I scctarian
,! Al']; -11 i ^- Y.S. as ':he
c-].e!s fighfcr as a

s.--' I.1t(rr " thls is a

take up thc ;:- ii':.-,-r.Jl-l :i'::: '-,:,:i 1. - j:..' : r: I ',lI
and L.P. (and its youtil sL-ci;1.. li. .i'; .r.--S
d<>ctrinaire approach ta y'luth v"-rk uhich tlrt-
lraser orlentation have ergued. ft is THIS ::"r:'
argued at Eusion: And lt this revolutionari :!l );'1.'

Fraser have tried to stifle and jettis,:n lnfa'.2'-t,i
by numbers thesis l the Y. S. is the bedrc'ck uf '.)ur

ai.-: :) i-
I .r '- :r:

4 . SOI,IE FO]l.lTS OT FAC?
Acca.r i ir.r: i.: 1:..ser "T1-r.-.
fCffCs;SJ- ,:'r r1'; SODC COLr.r'.- ''
BEDPOCK ..f , ':r youth \: ':

Now! " ..:::, i:lY llo OI.IE
you i: i'. inganisaticn
say .-l1e olcl S.Y.L.
posiiion that C.F.
be able to L.\perate
aswe1I. tt:Is '-r,s
docunlent I vrrote :

" I f vre are to nake
rather than simPly

pra
i: i

L l-r:r

e 5f Pil.tl
' .h.i, l{ . !
lte c ir l:
.'j. l. ' {-

J<.:plin

a:greed
_.: 

' 1r. rl Id

t)..:
nd

scp; .. - ":,1 yi ) -r th organi: l.l.:l-,- r:,. - "
collii':.' . ' thange of oricni-:ataon.

lll--r

has argueci fcr CLlr :, '* :.r ?r "".
counterPoscd as .:, ..L i=' llrr;!'-'-.''': I ',

$ras . lnhat we havc d1-,t: - 1r..1 t. :1-:' ;
sho'u1.1 be JUST a tenCei: : ' 'r:t ': r't'': l.

. indePenclantly as a tendci- ' .- r L;.i.. - '- .-". 1 .

"HP 
OLD wsL oRrElITATroN. .,i.n the 116t C'tvf "

an effecrlve intervcntion into the t.i?.Y.S.
sparodlc poaching raids then we r ust recognise
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that it r'rill not bc possible to do so b'y posing S.Y.L. as an
alternativc to t-hc Y.S. "
bThat was proposed, therefore, htas a neh, yor.rth p:.p'.,r "rrh j"ch 'c1]Ioperate a.s a publlc focus for an organise(l. tenc'i.r)r].r1' j:. t.-. :,.P.Y.S.
yCND ctc. " Thls ten(lcncy rtould"organlse lts ov.7n eviir, -s , il-rcluiing
an A.G."1., i.oca1 r.;:-ders qroups, ( i.rh i...h should hcl,' 'i. ': :.ic r..,eetlngs
i'.t, rr-t rrf t,,(.r 'r.fL. l'i;t'.' -in t}i|, l.:r.rl-rsh!;- ir L;1L l* " rlld carry
out lts own carnpaigrrs in L.P.Y.S., Y.C,ri.D. etc."

'tl{ember6hlP of the readers grouPs }riI1 not be confj-r:;:J ltr L.P.Y.S.
members . Other youth, vrhether f ron YCIID , ANL or our ol:hr:r '.'rork .-
among the young unenrPloyed wlII b, encouraged to part-ici;]:ti: ln the
readers grouPs. At the s ame tinre, however, wc $riI1 .rncoirr':.Jc tllese
youth to joln our tendency in the L.P.Y.S..u

Q: How 1s B organiscd? Vi,-. youth branchr:s?
O I Keef e : Ycs , but our pcllcy dces al1ou I''OR IIJDEPEI:IDANT B . GPaTTJPS .

I,c wou1(l havc to discuss our rllationshlp to thc Youth,
!,t,e hrouL(l not hc ilrcpat .d tc 1ocvc. But it should be
possible to jruild 111) c'llrstant j-:1 '-:r-, -1. -:. all:l: et ion with';ut
confronting that. .ir! !r c:-trc(..:r 1'.:':-:rrlarc!.n:ss has a c1:adening

( ., i. f f rt r1 .ycuth, SO fiE Dij tiOT aJl.FIIlE OUF.IiEL'/ES TO THE
FOiL :: STEIICTUIiES. " (r.ru er:tpiras i s )

And again,
O'Keeie: "It is jiportent tr) 'i-(')iC sec+--:rianlsn and. rLlain':ain a rela-

tion t:o the c;:ne;.:1- =i-Llrortr m()vencnt ilf r"h-i.c: ll'.- y6rs15
is.. part. I: u!: lr'.: can cot.'.trlne builJ::tl hc,a'i th'.' arels in
ti;e youtlr ancl Doli:l:; Ir':-:IPENDAi-T lrioF.K t,il:.--llL r-:ll;{oPRIATE. "

That r,ras thc position of the cld v,l.S.L., conra.cl.:s i.:-.;:.ii: ; iC lrraser.
Ide havc IIoT changed anythlng. In f ac'i:, it is irou. !,ii,) tr':.\,'c
ab3ndonecl your old positlons fcr a myopic emPhrsls on thc Y.s..
To derionstate this, perhaps we can recall r.rhat col',ri,cla. C:11: ,'-:rn
(O I Keefc) had to say in thc joint I^ISI/ICL d j.scussions cn 1 0- i 2*'30.

That was thc li.ne of thc ::L. . ir 'i;r.s e1E'J tl-. r t i'r -i.i rl{ i-ri7 beilind the
N.L.$7.Y.M. as cr,iginally r.r':,li'r;ii.r.,. r--,' OrIi.,:ft:: 1l:r,::'- :,-' 1i'< ily to
be a ling hot rFlli'uner. I4,,. i1 ,r,rr t.. ,.- i.i , r posl;:i .' Lo ie-.:'{:e to thls
ln a flexible manner. (orl(eefe was righE) . Jopl i.n all.j ' ::rser
have abandoned thls for their ltarxism b1' numbers eluai:('l:s: an
orientation to L.P.Y.S. and nothing e1se. That v;rr llE\,Eit agreed
prior to fusion and nor should 1t be now. But^cci.:ades should be
ilear tha.t apart from the clear drift from th87'.'r'L positlon by
JcpI iir/ .:'r:..s r.rr there is the eqr,a11y ir!,r'r--ant qu,:1r-:::i-on of their
mls*::;'icsci,':atlon of th,r c::'-fti. ioi-r ii'.: ^'-'-'sj.o;:s. :htls, for example,
the:,' ai.r- /r "1la cone to ouj c) -{:,ir:. 'oncl, - :.tI :i on r;'-*h :i-n thc Y.S.
beca,use in both org..nj.s:1::i'-)rts Tr,i: l i:l i':Tf:! , , !'O\,'f ,','l;,:: -lit0l'i TirE
SEC'IhRiAIrl APPROACI{ OF ! 11 l }'l\SiT .:n ,r" r- t;.-:.i.,t co f c.-): oulis-rLrics, and
our i;i,l.itics in thc wcrkirrg cr.isr,.

Not so. I^Ihere, in thc minutes of our rl:sct ss,ion Ci(i Ai\l{-tr;l from
thc oid I^ISL say this. Read the docuntcrrt,: . !i. c.',.'', to Ci--,]
concLusions on the Y.S. on the basis of : ic:r,ct-,. Le asscrsr.- jnt
of prcsent developnents lnside thc L.P. u : I I'lllIS. T.rc '.'-l-'' !r'i].r
through its r.rork around YOPs, NUSS, antl-raaist tr'-r: i:, ": :ts -:1!'.-'lCy
attempting to root itself and its Politacs in thc r!'orli'-{- ci::ss.
It \^tas bccausc of thc sPecif ic condltions [.r'-]vailing in '-l:C LPYS
AT THAT TIME that we concluded it was tactictr-rly corrcc,: t',J rn'ork
ln LPYS end develop a tcndcncy inside it. All this is abs.;lute1y

5.



clear in the I,\,'sL 1981 youth perspectives. lThy con! t
them, or--D -.A"- 

!:r.d.ocrrmont "Olir relatiorrij j: -11 .i-r) i:i,,ri,,,comrades g1ibh, announcc "wc launclt;! 1..-,; I ,.: ,..'
and Barricade supportcrs with a 1cailet enC a L-.., ^.:.*n ten points at thc yS Conferencc.. "

What slx)rt men'ories you havo ! yOL! If,,,,::chcd the lt . L.
way having sucossfulLy falled to cons.l;,: with th3 l.IS
Pro ject ltself or the 10 point progrirrtune. I was ir. c
WSL EC to objact on behalf of the wgl, at thls !f;.::
which we were presented. I also.explalned r,rhy tin?
could not, and would not, be the start of thls NEhr o
f rcm the point of vlew of the I,ISL. That 1s vThy the
conferences In 1981 . you were present for th.ii clisc
do you not toll the truth comr:.des? Why do lr'rl tryrades and mls-represcnt the situation?
The ansvrcr is vcry slilplc. If you are to prescnt thr,, <.,Id IiSL yor.ith
cad.rc as sectarians now, then it is neccssi:ry to raI,/;ritc th: r- l_:.,.:.ory
accordingly. In Contrast tO you, thc c,:.r::: I i:,::1,:iership :f t):,c jll,
h:rs not changee lts pcl" i.*-ics v.':l ih thc r.; .,>r.::... ;- j.nclif ,=irencc \...: - I
which you chanqe a pi .' f scl.lis. C.., '- ..'::,: pcs j_t-_ j.t_.,ns Jop)-:.,\/
Fraser hold and have r. , :: j.n tlic y.l{. it is ,i,;st as jvcIl.

"'or.r 
re-read

l:Jain r t-he
a3 Rcd :'LlL1"-h
.ara t19 91;1n{

,.^i.Y.tr. in that
L ,)vcr thc
J"i.:grtcd by the

accon,rl. i t wlth
Jun: Coriereilce

rganis rtion
i.rere TIIO
uss ion. 91hy
to r.lrslcad con-
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A FACTIONAL MTiNOEVnE U:iMASKED

Cc,lin M.-,rrcw

At the December TILC Conference Carolan treate.l everyone present to a lecture
cn what .lenccratic centralism was, A.n:ngst the prints he mace in this lengthy

catalogue are two that are thrcwn int,:,a ncw l11'-,ht by the dccuments rOn tha ni,fl
Tendency' anc rrhe Sect;rian Offensive' i"n rB 35. At- the TrLc meetin3 carrrantoll us that two ininp':rtant aspects of denmatic centralis: r,rere th6 ievelop-
ment of a tclerant leariership .ancl the .levelcpnent of a critically minde.j
mwmbership. l,lhat he diil not soJ then was that if this criticalli minded
membership cane intc pcritical rlisafreement wlih him an,.l f, ,rr!!e...1 i tenrlency
*_ll$i-lrj# then.they wculd be_s1alt1ered, fra:ed up ani to 1d they face.l thoEnreaE ol d1sciplinary action. Still, you 1earn si)methlng nel every iay.

carofl'3sn3gffi3ko*3itBtiffiv$1fiX38*3,H"fir33";ffi33"tlgti"3Tfio,:ig,*tit;hg.
Ibirytares. But in a situatic'n where the ten.lency ncl^r clcarly faces clisciplinaryaction we have no chcice but to respra . in ,loing sc , h rweiror , r wish tr r;::,kc
919_q9:.nt bruta11y. c1ear. C:ie c.*r,lai,s motives-in-rn5;iC i;";ffirli[i:narmeasures against the tendency have absclutely n,_-,thinp; to- .]l,-rAl6l-jlsire torsaver the new [lSL, ft has.a T.t.: Ceal lyrlrc to rjo with ensurin. i->v facti:nalnanoevres an artificiar rmj.?riry in ine ioirriicilin;:-i6nF6iin66 ,.,ilu"*Iiici.ti..,n"
where caroran an.r his supprrters are ar.rar€ that they n.-w face a real Drrspectcf cefeat for their orieirtatirn-ar.ray ii&''ttli-6rass; a :cfcat wr:ictr KinjEfi"iasstated ' wculd destroy what we have-fought'io"-i*-ir.," i"ii-iz"v"ii:";l''

As the conference has. drawn nearer so their hysteria ancr fear that themembership w.,u1d reject their bankrupt ri.ne anlj-vote insteacl i"r-"- p""roto"i*
orientation has grown, an$ n9w :Iprosses itself in what can only be ca11e,)a witch hunt . The ,lict"lments in IB' 35-have-i-i..a deal rrore in cor:rn:n , in teni,sof methoc, with rhe Gerry Healy "gt"","i p"iiti"rr 

"rli;"1y";":$i^;ir"that with Llemccratic centralism. sut $,hai f;ir.""-ri 
""-"pp"iriir]iI"iiii-tn"entire argunent is built on,nf, more thai innuEncl*, 

"lipp."ifiinil p["ibr"scenarios_and totallv one slcerJ:.nterpretaiiins.or trre iiit",-iil6a^iiin *"or two deliberate 1ies. Having accuse.r thu terrdency of having as 
-iis"perspective

a sput in ,osl, carolan nov, urges the wsl to .lrive us ouL . So wtro i.s after asplit ?

1 CAROLAI.] DISCOVERS CATCH 22.

0n page 2 of Lbe rFgJL TEIIDENCY r ,locument Carolan says, ,rThe R1L,/LOR tendencyin the I'ISL - anil that is undeniably , it seenrs tc nre, wtrat, trr" ii'i".l."
In fact Cde Car.-,lan has, an,1 offers, n: cvl,lence f," if,i" *,oi",..*"1*"*Ohis cwn fantasies and rurll sp"c,iradronsi'ini"iJ*g".ri" courts, wtrich carolan
has praise.J in the ;ress for. qenerally ,lispensing a hl,rl level of justlcer"rithin cxistirll taw!, wourd throw out'rri.s-iuJiJrrus case a3ainst us. The flimsyweb of circumst'antial eviirence which he 

"ti.r,pi" to pa-"g,s i#ir,""-"o#it r.,oraup to the ri "ht of Jav- B-u! ca"oran roro"s 
-;h.;. 

s. in advance of proving anythinrj and on the basii oNLy oF HIS o,rN-ALLEA;iiois n" announces, r, Any ,lenlalsthat.the teniencv is an LOR/R',rL a;il;;";;ii'ii*pry be ries on the Dart oF rheoriginar nucleus - and the-ries w[i-irc'an-iiaii.ti;n or crrJ reai-reiliionsr,ip orthc Rl.lL tcndency to the WSL.rr
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Very prudent Cde Car:otan. VJhy iustify your: sl"":rders when the obvlous short cut
ls Lo- denounce any replies as lies an.l claim then as ycur ol^rn pro'rf! - If the
tenrJency Ceny they ari an L0R,/"il lL teniency then they must be ! Brilliant. Such

forrnidaLle 13.:ic.- Healy an:l Lambert rdouli be prou.l tr have such a protegee. But
what has it got to ao iritn revoluticnary marxist rnethoCs cf crganisation ?

2 CAROLAN FETISMSES YOUfH.

AccordinC to Carolan, rat the TILC lecember conference, rtTheir (ie- the Pl"'T'lloR

I presumE - Morrcw )'pro,tra*me for achieving this was spelled out by. Lelitnd S

beiore the r inviteC t- a,.riience of yc,ng $SGrs frcrn Leicester and a,thers...rr
Flattere<l as we are, neither rnyseli (aSe 36) nor crassaB ( age 37) ncr.l4aidstone
(aee 36) consider ourselves yoio,g. theie were two youth comrric?l -T9^:"1v M
V"iit 

-"*rrii"s, p"u""nt at tlre tit C Conference. _Ta&re, wtro in 1ate.19-81 di'1 a

lp"ui.irg tou* 6f- Oer,r,nrt- on unemploy;ent fcr. TAF, arut 'ygtrw, an active i,ember

of the olc 1qsl French corn.1iission' r.,+ri was part of 
' the TILC team at the 1981 [O

fete. presl[mbly Caroran fe"rs th"t we shbuld .rit .ncorra1" this Jarulerous

enthusiasn for internati*"i *"[ aiter a1], TILC is only fantasy Iand, isnrt it
il;c*"Ian: so muct, for the stren3ths of the o1c WSL in tha-t rr'-na'

But,scraewtratnorcridicrrfoushcHevertisthenor:Ilsf331";1"lio1r'-:t'-'l:-
Carolan/Kinne11/Hilf ,fo;;;;t, 

-;At-c 
sessi :n wtrerc Lclc.''l S 7. .-(': .iy 1er. r' :ce4

wsl anci where a n*ou"" Ii v"*: lau" ""u 
in thc Tn '.ernati,:rr: -...,r'c 'l.}niency a.'e

oresent...r
il;;;;*i nrirber cf votr:nJ c'ies present ry?9 ol'lE" " "c'lc A:L-r' '

cLle Tagore an:l myserr,;;ij.8-;id;at-familiar witn "r'u 
n'rrk of trir;' l'lsl :n1 itr

Drcblemd, ha'l opted to ,i"Jtn"t-stis:'on, have 3lie in anil <lo strirro sj1lppin'l'

b,le Carcian shoulct etthe?-i."..-to-"o*t, cr Uelter sbill do scmethin. obout his

phobia for Youth.

Finally, we have to ask, by whom is Carulan allegin'4 the non EC nernbers present

were i.nvited ?

If he is claimin: that lt was at the behest of the Rllll then he ls a liar ' a

facbionaliser ana a sraiierer Jf aII tho"e. ptosuni ' alt then ' of course ' Carolan

does nct care so rona iJ-iit!'*'r rt"up" flvdu to bury the politlcs'

3 THE I.,ABOUR PARTY AND TILC.

Cde Carolan ls aware that few rcernbers 
- 
are-fa"niliar in a 'letailed way with ihe

rrLC ciscussions. He #:; il;";6",-i" re^:S cnosen quite d:iil":?lliv to plav

cn this, utilising thJ;i#il;ipi!'ro"x ir-lr't'roaqu'to turther l'rlster his

farcical, facticnar ""J: Td;, t"-"iui"s' in neration to the [oH :rrrc R!'trL"'

,,r,Jhar rhey wcre up t. ii" "'iiEiid; ;il;li Uv, ine v'av thev tacticallv chose

issues to fisht on, r";:#;;;;-ii'!v oi;'i""'ticarrv avoilec premature clashes

on the LP.rt
did;;"i;; in the rsectarian offensiver '-locurxent we fi-n'l'
t' DEc 27-31 - for fte iirsi-tlne nViL 

- 
cenounce" 'lsi oponrv on the LP question

(they harl largely x"if iui"ilrr.lnis at the surimer Schoof) "

In fact, Carolan has ccnvenicntly--ccmitted a nu""nber cf salient pofuts which

ii irii,le"o woulJ actuarlv DESTR0Y his casc'

AAtiheEasterlgS2TILCConferencethe-t,oRc"rl'r:ssedci;I':'t'n""'6;1i'iSL'sLPwork'
That is recorCcd i, # ;ift;ilt"":-So fs C-,,infrnis-rcquest ''hat l'l''jv present

somethinS in vriting on it'
B In responsc bo Carclzxnrs nequest the LOR 5rou *rt to the sunmer schcol a Cocwent

on our Lp wor{<. rhev;;;;H"it-ic, "i""rroii--,n 
r.rithin TILC. At the December

TILC Confercnce rhey'#iil'.!x"a'ti"i ii i" ai"i"iiuiur, nrt least in l'{SL' To

dare it remains u"cirfiil';;'i""pi[-" ir"r ageer,rent it ttrat TILC Confercnce'
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At the sluoe!-school the RhIL also bought a detailscl document hj/
"E.OrBrian replying to thc scrios of atticlos by John Or;.taii.)., n
2sociil j-sro and- D(i:nocrr.cy'' c. . Tllroltgilou..L t:.,,.-s. clocument the n._ .L \-Jint
Pressed wasthat ln f,I'a61-1sa OtliahOny vras adapting tO thc l r,-1" -. i--ics
of thc labour 1aft. Thc RWL requestcd a debalc on the at.ti-:,cs <lu
durlng the surnmer school. Birt when this debate took place it r^ras
trested as a semi-clandestlnc affair. Thc dctails of 1t, and itstltlc vrere rernoved tvrlce from the black board ln the maln fo1,,-,-.
Cde. Carolf,n knovrs that thls deb.te took place, becausc he 1.,_. , eat it. But vcry f ew of the rlSL r:re:nbership vrcrc airare of lt , r
existcnc-.

At tho Dcc. TILC meetlng the Rtr,,rl, r suprlsed thcir clocrlment hr.dnot been distrlbuted, also fequested that their docu;r:nt be
circulated to the t^lSL r.rrenbership. AgDln, dA$fte agrecnent at the
TILC neeting, it has not been.

Since I an not a great f ictlon $rrlter 1i]rL. C::..-'1.:,r_ * 1r^..' I :r .l
bothcr tO clevclop a:r c-l-lborata hypothef jij i.!.r 3.-.( .,r i, i i_ :
comcs tc bc forgotten, :rhy the document rc.,. '.: ., t,:r ::.r;:..,,..

's
a\j

Onc thlng is, how.:vcr, f:ctually certaln. Lt ..j.-t-e ?,._: ::,..'l .:h
LOR/ RIIL "diplonaticel Ir,- avoided'prenature cl:]shes c _;.
and that this is a s)r;r.,.,;c:! of thcir duplii .i..ti.r; 4L=o1..: i., r ,_,-t,.r
conciously sceking to tc nislead and clecc,j-vc t.io :ticmt)ershj.,: ,,f
WSt. ft is difficult to sa.y what charitab-1-.., as:;,rssrr_-i:t car: j:,c
maqe of the polltica1 morals of sor,.reonc -$h..J rr-i-:-, stcup t: r:uchfabrication:

4 CAROLAN THROIIGH THE LOOKING GLASS.

Accorcling to Carolan thc tendency is conpriscd of the young, theilI-educated , the scctarian an<1 the dlsaruntled. CaroLan --obviously runs :r fine line ln character assasslnatlon <-rf his
opponents. What hc docsrnt polnt cut is that the tendencyactually j,avolvcs the ccntral nucleus of our iir l.crvcntir_.rn Lnto
STA, the ccles . leading our vrork ar,ungst the uncmpLoyecl, aL:rost the
erhclc of the ccntrel youth ca.lre of the oI 1. }ISL ant,- the vast
ma jorlty of the c,-r-es. activcly lnvclve,jl in leveloping ci)nslstentblack work. Perhaps rathcr than attenpting tc explaln the clcvelop-nent cf thc tenllcncy lxxxrxferxzrxaxrr in ierrls oi our psychologlial
f alllngs, or vrursE aB an unexplaLnc.-.i aD,.. prcposterous ic,1an,.
Sanilerson rcultr . Carolan shoul(l consitler vrhether our corrrnonpolitical expericnces night not bc a rauch r,r,:ire lecisivc f arctor.But, of course, Carolan cannot t,:',rnit such c-ssibili.ti._,s since
tO :'1-- 

"a vrcul,"', interfere wlth an('i casts :(_-ri}-,t.s ur :-_j s c :rcfu11y
orchcstratcr.'_ slan,ler ca:;rpaign.

I'Ie will , therofr:re, spell out the r.r..,:ors whici_ r:.:.rl : j. t-tive ti-: form a teniency to carry out e 1x_:IltLca1 strr:c;l_,-
1 The qusstion of the Rcglsler a.nr. t,. ,nce cf U,,r f L j..,, - ,()f .Jur :,':es;s.

nf Lj.,ts vrhich ,',ove1i.)i.),.t,-, ov( _ r,jr''la-r.': :.:'.,j1.,t} :ol-,r- - thtc ci, i lrimedia'c.:ly af - i,t {' ,: i .;ir ,.,tric :nt]l , : !.i1
arl -i.:r I vroncr. cot'.l:: ar"l.cs be-i-r.1 r,rj-til ! 3v,r::r :,-r-tt,rr .j1j i !
;:; C,;r,mlttee.
r -.i lr')." ,1.)p1in et- a yo'-.l:i, fr:ctl .,.. .t:,_, i::n. _- ,_l:c
,:.,i; <.,'J.":lv,:1y a ten:ency in :J ca11ei thc rrii,'I!I.r

.: .-.- --
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4 The rcviser-']. pcsltion cin the !:rorl..crs Govern::tcnt : I )'-Qr-]

fur the SOA.
5 ?he I,lC r]ecisi<-'n nct"tc. ','1.;is;:riis thcr question of ,-'.

position on Afghanistan ar l:.i;.c trISL Cc.:nference.
6 The BalLykel}y bonblng vrhich unlca-she,''- a ne\,', trr\,, .

articles ln our press stet:ring a course away fr'.,,,." :-

consistent revolutionary ,lcfcnce of the Republic-'r,
inovernent against British fmperialisra.

7 Thc ,-iisasteritus TILC Conference anJ. the pcsitir-.,ns i-i:,...:n
by the hISL r)n a number <7f questlons in it.

If Ccles look at the tenilency platfcrm an(i, ccl',rpare thc positlons
outlincri there with this llst of signific,:.n;-: '/.;1..:t'r-; - iicvel..rpments
in i,,iSL sj-nce the Special Conference t>n tlie,, l\,ir'):.c '?.h'.'I-l.i see
quite clcarly why a ten'.1ency was finally s'ct: ui-r. Bi,causr)';'d viere
OI-rlrOSer:l t) rirc i:oI1tical c'lrift of thc orli:t:-'i-,.-t.|..ii-,t, :-,ir(-''::: i'i;Q:litions
where the r'-'.;cussi<.)n on Imperialis-l :r.:s 1'a'1.r-- ' ,-'':r; . : ',''.':.,' 'lT\

aqa-tri fcll ,- i;"r,; quiesccncc-. Because vic'r{.i, a - .' 1-,. '., ,,:'-Jrc;
in.:;ur vici.r, . scries of revisionist J;.-;Ir-...-i posiL: -.':I" 

l

were gaining currency in the organisation,' Fina}ly, l' ''.,).. i'.7c

hrere concernecl at the j.ncreasing political i)arafysis :*)r ti:,, IISL,
expressecl both j.n a scricus clegrr:e of clemr;ralisLtlcrn an,rjac;st
certain l:.ycrs :-'". i:he menbership, an.-i :ri cur lrra.b-ility t.) i'x;bj.lisc
effectiv,:ii, f.:..' . ;:. 3.-:r cvents.

In fact, thc only vali,.: criticisrn which,-J-, r1i,1:.f':'i Ac:r::-.:i:.s +;i'rat
vrc hesitate'-l about taking such a step as fcr.:ring a te;rr1r:;1cY" !r7e

clid so rrntler conditicns where there'was c cr,ntinuing lobby from
the Centre about avoiCing factional' heat, but objectivelY, I,/e
shouli have recognisc.l nuch earlier that c.ur Cifferenccs in1:lieii
tl:e n€e,.I to organistr for a politi.ca.l fi.c;hl-- 6n tire r---,r-1:'t']:cil issues.

BtiL, havi;.rq, ..;a.yC t-L-i.sr rale mus! nr-.' ,::ivi'noti.€ ';,:t .', : :l-e pfesent

situation rdc 'uui.l.-r- n-ffi fe bror,rbeati:rr by Carr.;.i.'r-. s slar:,,-1er ca:.rgailn.
I,lg will not l:r: -i..:timi'Jated by threats uf rrrita;n-hunting cl,tsciplinary
a8ticn. lJc i,,.'.11 nr;t be coweci inttr submissj.on i:y the vrave t;f hysteria
whil:pec1 up a,llinst us.
Orrr rights are safeguarclecL ln the con-etitutic'rn. i;-: rejn:et Ci:r,-;.i-ents
ott;.:p,11-,t' 96 jr-rnl.. the constitution by 1r-l:e11ii1g u.c 5;:ar'-.,-: a:rr-":. aliens.
For tl.tcse inrrolveci in the I,IRP expulsj-':'is thcrc i,irJst I()\'::re a nasty
sense r;f r-l:i1'vu.
I,Je ,-leri-ian,-t .: -:'i: Carclan wj.thclratrs his iri'--r:tr-hunting threais ::Eainst
thc te:..r-; ::rr:i .

tlc ,-lenanr]'ti.,,:. .*lrtrolan with;lrar,,s his slanr-lerous alleE,:.tit,ns that
C:les ',vho attentleii TILC were rinvitcd' 1;1, thc RI{Lr.
We dcrnanil tl:;.: C:lrolan withdraws his l.ying si;.ncl.c::s aEaitst the
Italian a:." i.:ierican CCes on the questiul of the.T,rJ.i.'"-t Party.
IaIe ca}l oa i : IrIC anil the Confc:rrnce to stOp the i-;r.16..i1s:';:.,,nal
measii:Cs J:e-i-r-.-, i:repared anc'I. used against us, nc-:t least the furbiblc
splitting cf tt; llottinghan Era::h.
hle urge the rnerabershlp of r,^lSL to h<;lC Car' Iab and hls factj-onal
clique tr: ;.ccount fcr their irresi.''i.,i:sll:Ie.. clishonest anG clisruptive
concluct

It iS n,t lil:. 'Stl'i-, arianSr of the IOR/RI^iL,.-C'-2f iiile tCrtJenCl'WhY
are gc:nJ urj ;i:l:it TILC an:1 the WSL ]:ut.-clto" CarOla:r'facticr..-
IB 35 j-s si-ni1>Iy Carolan through the loc.,king glass.

!



CATOLA,'T'S FESO]JI TIOII O].I TIE IP ,E]XA}I}]I]D A}iD &TI,CSED.

Con:ade Carolanrs ci,os:ment "Resclutjon on th.e IP" (fB ZZ/t) demorrst'-.ates in vi.rid.
cl:"r:iiy, hau ccn.fuse-.d stme -l-r,ading c.onraC.es have beerme. Hcpe.fhlJ..y, the na.icrj.ty
Of COnfa,le'S Vr-;il ba;u-z:.eaLi.:ed t]:a'c thj.S C',C.tr,m.n'," il?lt n{)t}rirg tO d,, W-i_th dialect-
i<:al na. le:iaiien. 'Io o.r tl:'-ne the wl-rl]-e ser:ies of e::ro::s, lririle being j'-:.s+..ified.,
varld *,aice tcr, J.ong, and it is mrre inpcll;a.nt to prodr:ce a resrrnd prior tc the
WSLrs conference.

C,ie Ca::c].a:: sta.*":.3 in the.ii:"st 1a:::,.4:aph that tl..e LP I'is the rnans prl:-ticaJ-
rii-,ve:nent of the r.rr::k-tng cl-ass, crganioall-y t:-ed ta the bedrccl< orgtlnis-,.i.tion of
o_[ 't,.r.e rvt,rl:'::rr-T c-lass, the 'L::aCe lr-r]-i.ons". troa:iIe t]rere j.s a,n e-l-emeiit ,.:i t=rth in
ihai 'i.he l?'r;:,rG set u.p b.'f the trade un-i.rn. b.:rea,,-r-c:c.tsr 'til :ep::e-ol;nt '-?rci-:' intcr-
r.:, r.3 i3 .1.-,--l.jarr.:,ti, anC r,-itiic.rrit Ccr-r.l.t, tl_-,:re h,.1r;'c 5.sn ner:.:.,t.,_:tr -i,n .j-tS l--i,f,-, uhen
trc i,P ira.rr ..,';:-t iil.t,; ir:ss o;ti t:.ca] P-{li!Y cf i;i:e i.;r:'r"i.:i.r} c-lc,r.l's. }.}r,r o;*ss-i.--r-r is
t' r,..r.,-r- ,-.,-1.,...--i. j,s -j-t the ca.s,r n,:w ? 1ii'fel t.,) ccid. yeal-s <-,,f pa::J-i:r.rn?ntrJ" ic:frnrr is;n
l:,;-,,,".i.t.--: c-:r*.errt r:a:r ii:e Ip sa,-ll 1 oe ic;.rr1 as "i;i,e p-i-vit of i,:ao'-r r.;.t1iq.i-n- c.]-a,:s

p<;1 ,i i , rs j.r ;,,:r L:.inli . Cic Caicl-an o5.ti.;u-1 y ttr.lr,i<1.; -ihat t.he "7 mj.lt-l icn t:;.Lde
l:rt.. ::^,-.., t , i.;h,. .) ha-;e .fli; -i1 i? rrei;rlc;:i:h'. p -rignts. if thcy cL,:r't,, iJ erot:c j_srl ti,eir,tt
S.r.r.,:-_i.f _--,.: th_-:;. :',.. t a;:;ir -ejlol1 a: ;.-.1;.';;-rJ '"1_-.]-i "f.e., l. .'r,U tl,:a.t :_t 'r:.eqr_r.ii.Cs; a ilnt,::i.l
+.) ,-,t i; :i;'r, '_r-,. '-rji.,j.i.l t.'lr:: l.:,ji'-.r.'.f.i 

'l::',r:.. i.:l -.i:illate,j ,.rrr.i.Orts. afO trliat C.ar. OftC.n

T.l r-:,.,r':',..tt";Lt ;1-;c i::' jr,a.--: '4 1:;,,-t.i.r l-:,Ir .i.rr.-i 1:r jrltol, I[et;rre:'S;'i-,:.p -it: ;,]ie rlI,.i:S;; ,,^;:--t,iL,.:Ui

rl.oub'" a ir,as,r in;-.nbersir.rD. e-ielt i.f it ir; c,v:rrl1-.c'lnrir',;,,--1, rir..ivs t^;ta.t -Lr; of irrrch
g1':-lr-er s j-l-:ii.-i':ar?e is +ha res;rrlt of tne reccn L b.rre elucij.c'rr j.n Per;khan, a
-*",::1,:-.;; rll');,t d:s,*:rict 1l' 1,i,1:lr:n I o-rl.l' ]3,c cf th.; pr-::sihi.e clc,,-.t-rra.te crryl.rC.

bc b:il:ir:-i *..,,r'1 1e, i::..1 ;-:e j yeals of ',.,j:ir-L::i:eri;i-,r, w)r-l.r ;'r)':1, cf tl:e vote ya.s

f,)r ],al{,'.11, -i.n otn.-'r r,.t'-ri;r 11:;'t vf the elect:al 1u',roted L:l:rirr., Su::,,,1-;r:.fu'g
r.rsrr.1t ',;hi..-:h isnrt atyn,'.c.r.i-, rtLlst ::aise some quest-Lcn as tc the ox*ant to which
r:cl-t, Car,la;irs cia*rir that l,he "L? is f,i:c nr.t: a.rd- tre foreseeabl.e f,.rrure the
p;v:t,:,f rr:,sJ i"/orkj-ng cl:.ss pcr':r:ic;i jn.:ir:ii,a,ii'I". il.,-i.s is rct to r-.ri:gesI an
,,C.,]ilq-i:i'ce i-'i;'rgo", a.n unhe,'.piui- expressl.on song coru:a.c'1.ts slz:t th.;:owir-if a.ltu:-rrl
lrhe:: an7,;:ra f)trr'"s qr-r.e.s:;-l6n-rln.: i.he s:Lgn-i-fica-i1ce oI th.-. l?. I.j j-s not a case oi
oounter:;lossi:rg the trade un:ons to the IP or visa versa. It .is a ca.se cf
atte;rr,ting to analyse the cr:sis in th.e working cIass, recognising that the
LP does not represent j.n most cases, the illusion of a peaceful road to
sociaI:-sn , ht only an alternative to the Tbry Party.

ft is r':de Ca::o1anr3 confusion abort the relati.onship of the lp to the vorking
class as a u'ho.l-e and the relationsltip of the sfiugg1-es inside tb.e IP to tire
wo-r:king class , thet has oaused the hISL to have such an over emphasis on the Lp.
Th.is cl.early ccmes across r..rhen ode Carolan writes "0n the issu-es at steke WE

had won the Clfs". As fa:: as I a,rn awarer vre har.re not won a single CIP to o.rr
prrr8raJl.inrrr whi,;h obv-icilrsi-y:i.s tre issue at sta^lie - the question of ]-eaCership.
Blt crie Carolan dc,esntt mean ve the 'viSL, b"rt vre, t,]:e r:ellc,rmist left, the CLPD,
,Jre' 

-T,.;0 etc" a.nC o-rrs3lves, Y,ete won ttre iss.:-eg at stel..e arcund :r"'hi-ch the CTin
a:td ICC have campaig:reo a.rout;d. 3rC which obv:Lously do l:ave some importance.
nrt it is trardly s::rprisj-ng tha.t the left Refo::,rist/l,cti-vists of the CI,PD ete,
-qlra:ld win Lhe CL?s to a demand. for greater control of i;he LP by the CLPS.

Neither is it sllrprieing that the UBuea:crats, the heirs of t&rose who setup
the LP in the first plaee, anC who sti1l need. i.t , shoaLd use their bloc votes
to oppose zur:h Cemands. lIhat is surprising is Lhat a Revolutionary sho:Id.
see this sfin:gg1e as being in some way, or1r primary fight. Otr si;ruggle is to
brea^1 tref t re.formist workers from reformism. To cornterpose to their d.emands

for greater control of tire LP, vith d.emands for what is necessary for the
iorting: cfass, vrba.t prog?alrme is necessary. the CLPD js not a centrj-st grcrrp
it is:refo::mist, it sees its goal as the control of the PI-,P by the CLPs, not
the abolitioi: of Parljament and. its repla,cement by workers c,:unciIs.

B:t then,)(l-e Caro:l.a.n is orrt of to:eh r*ith what tJ.e LP is - anycne who can wrj.te
',Tf the IJJ -vrere to figr'it the crr:sade we have ad.voca'i,ed ... even on the basis of
,-ll p7-',,,-.s:rt limited or rnrrldled pci:'.tics, it might radicaliy change the climate



on the shcp ficcr ani oail into being a storm of mll it.qut work.ir:g; class stmggle",
jus t faj-J s 'co app:rec: j-a,;e tne na, t-rre cf soc i:Ll deir,r^,s1'q31r,

Mlchael ircot is-L.y no ntea.ns;t hari.ened right ?r:-rr'S-r-c jn L? terrns. Iht lj.ke ,-lhe

res'L of -Lhe LP es. i:.l---Lrsh.te..t, he sees :rrat cl:2.::.9.? o,lilL's tllro::6',h tne bal-lct bcx,
il-iren Tltche,l.1. lrho a-tvocated a"sei-ge of Llestilinsi;ertr by 1"he l'inempfoye.l.. v,3.s

cou.sidered to be olrc:r^'!he l.imit.3ocii,.f den:'-.;ii:c..'/'is r:eforntist ar:C- I-'ar.-iasenta:.lan.
lhe idea t-a't iq a.-;, li ing el-s:e is ccci'e:oc{. [^.]:c:ra $,-1gi-;1 tlemicracy has J.eC

straggles it h:rs aluays been to stay in confu:o1 of '1,:e nasaes' Blt even in Chjle
in 7j or ltpain inlb oi Gerna,:iy in t20. the Refo::mists looked first 1o -'drc Capi.tal-'.

iSt e,.ttab1:-.-hlen i-. iclr prOleCt:ion, attd n''''; +.ltc 'xc'-'-i.(ixt- cl-as:' It r'aS tiie wO::fln'g

class who scare6 fheml tr'h; shou1d. the LP rock the system? Cd.e Carol.an might a,-so I
like to consider th.e qrresticn of "tr,lhere was the LP during t]:e Health }isprte?".

the r,,::iiir:g class does not look to the LP for leadership in r-ts struggles, w}:en

it Ooe:::-cot, to +.he lJ?. tc the extent that it does, it is as an alte-r:sativs t,e ttr:i'r'rs

s f,rrr ggle

6ilg. Uarolan s-,,.-esses that the L-i-,is central to the work of marxists. Tais is not

1Jrecase.Ieeworkin3.c}assist}recentra],areaofo:rv{crk,and.or:'rcentu::a.1
task is to win workers to or-rr prograJnme. LP work should' be seen in relat|on to
tha-,. B;t then cde carr,,lan has a very flippant attifude to the question cf

toliticail programme. It is the political proglamrne which clia::acterises the

1^..+,, i *. is therefore somewi:at 
'utrtritg tZ read tiiat "" ' the notion that we

paL \l

i""iir, 
-="trtu 

polirhically to reformisi workers ... with direct and f\r11y

1abeIled ,ibotsxyist propa5anaa impries a-dual-labolr movement conception or the

[radeUnionsand.political.r^ling"-otti..British].aborrrMcveme:lt.Illerejecti.tas
*t of touch with realits'"

Theprogranineiswhatcharacterisesapclllticalpar@,itisthegu:detoour
uork. It is u"u""ti"f tha't in toti' tf'" LP and tte T'rJ 's and other areas c]f our

crienation in tire--working class, is done ol 9"I proglanme' Not beca''use of some

dogrnatic ,u*"oi or-pro;;.*.atic ietish, hrt be-cause the purpose of a politicarl

prograrnBe, i" rrof "o*lilrLrg 
t" iria", *t'l Eri+" to all comrad'es in their daily

-work.ATransrtionalprogtalD''ei"'f'tcharacterisesatrotskyistprrrty'

0de carolants lack of understanding of -' -marxism 
is apparent yet again uhen

he write that i*i.t" *ut politicise"the trade unions in our sense " ' right now

it is indisp:tab1e that IF ilr. ""i"ting 
reformist novement ccjuld' be made to fight

for its orr '"r1"" 
ir"t would '"-" 

t"I*""1*:-"a"t'"" from where ue ar:e at' In

termsofid'eas,,"-'"o"prtanda31anJs.:-:,"i-ifewitharvidei:nmediaternob:'lising
iil:i lyt :":,g:l"rir?+:d5:,i?",1i',ilxll}'fi11"''' rs'lh'.s real,v the-best

that crle oarotrri-can aot trt Itr;_fite reformiut" *""" to fight ' things would be

s6"rh -easier ror o".,uo,. doubt f il;;"'" t" flock to our progreirlne' thlngs

would be even;;";;;. the questio. i"-why dream withrrifs" and "extremely

or<.rbab1es,, ? r;;;st c"rtairrrv'i""rt the method of d'ialect,.cal MA,unIALIS], '

iurrv is it tl*t"#;-;"i"rmist i.;;; won't fight? what di. 'Irotskv mean bv the

,,"1igis of reaaer"frip or trre prlietariat"f il-"p;;;ach of the bansitional-

?rosramn0e ruu il-"i'-'t r'o* *h;;; ttre working cru'ss is at' now' not where fl:ey

,rct,ro be if th;-';i;;:'st reaaei'" "Ltiua 
riel'iine' It also understands whv

",efcrrrism, 
*r.urr-l."r"pt" trr" rui.a*,""t'r" of-the Eapitalist systern' is impotent

irr ttre face of the capitalist.;;i;i;. rr otrr"r-ro"is, wh"n cde carolan writes"lif"

XJ"fi"*r--iii"" ort the window!

IheaimofthetansitionalP:ograrrneisto-takeworkersfrom-t}reirdaytoday
gfruggles to tirJTi:reshora "f ;il*#"i"ii"i Rlvofution' cde carolan however

r*'iites',It is "",, "" t}re 1eve1 of mass *o,"*",,L, of general strikes which

overtl0w *" rrlr,rl.l channelu ria-u*rao'i"" or t**a" uiicnism " ' t'hat rtrade

unicn, direct ;;11;r-;;" r"r"u'I ilA;; level.than mass pclLtica1 action' even

o, reformiut p'oiiti""...-.' .lr"i*i.*T the irnpri;;i";; of-this are' is hard to

stomach. coe r;JrorT i: basicell]..trri,'g th"t ;;;lke actionfoccupations with

a.-tl the gUes t-tr.rrs atctr d trr:.{alli.s;*, ; fuateg| ' 
7tt* r'rl'o of, tJro poli-o arrd' the Tr+w

!
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etc is secondary to mass poritical acti.on ( an eanple of what le nea"nt would ha're
been usefiil, t:+- f ass,:ne na.ss Lemon-<traticns in:ror'.,ying a few .thc,u.sa::,1 peopl.e fcr
one day , or generer i e lectio.li :xe rta. t:r-ij :n.antl . ii es.ems obvlcrrs tha, t tiroge
vho ad.rocate th-e iat'r"er a:,-';oach are t}:cce ,rrho use the ',blackhoard and a prp:r.-1-teaclicr relatior,shil, -, +r rh. ,.r,trl.:i:-.o elass , rur,.l :to{: r"ne r i,iier-il,,y 

"i,.*.r,1.
Cde ,C:r,-r1a:. seelns 1.-,r, e,],.-r,. re rejecr.:ir.r' of h::s dei_e. for "hroi.c1 g,:o-- ],sr',a.rproa,;h to!l and If as :.n sa,Ie rrny ; la:king l,::k -tc iJ .r 3ll/!.41i ap,r-.ca:h ( tjr^r, rtr-:,e ratr :1c!/
be eor.:. i::19 r'i t ,'oorl ,)i nemlei,-Jir-i.;, ol il:c S:-.ar -, r.,rste) rjs i r,'.'- Elnb r e .if it
w:rrnr t so s1-;111d911,r.3 " rt would be easier rr equ:r te the br"ad ga-cjuls a3nirJaah as
a lrarking back to the So?ialj-st O't tloolt peritrd of th.e Healeyites, h:'t thei _is not
a part:'-ol1a::1y L':rcf,-11 p,:ir:; to nake., ',{tra" t r.;e do hor+c ver '^.ish to pciat out is t}ra t
b::oa': g'rc-r;s ^ i.r; th,:!.r ve.:J' na hrr:e (wh.rrh io , in pas-"ing, a. thorcughi-i' Ic"r:io i te
na'llrc and iirst spelt out rn "he hrilding,,f the He 

' o1u tiona::y Part]" oJ l,a.ll-ro-
in1)J2), have to linit the progranne. Not to d.o so uould bc tobe a Par ty org:r.n.
the fa-ct that cde Carolan doesnlt seern to ::ea1i.se thi-s is e\.en nlore ',rorr;ving zrnd
helps tr, exrllain lrhJ cie Ca::r,l an thfrJ<s selling I o:: B as a poss j.h j li ty .

O:.r desjre for a Party Paper s tems from necessit]. It is important to firstly t:
ha,re a clear unders tanding of t.he crisis facing Capltalismaand ttre efect that +.his

h..)s crr the norkir6 class and laboul movement r and fr<-rm tha t to develop a proE::anme
tha t . see,.ts the neods of the rr,orking clacs and. cux coml:ades on th.e shop il-oor
who are ar€iujng . llasic rnilltancy is:roi eno:gh, political leadership is needed.
(Cdc 5,t-l.i.srs doc:rtent" the Labour Farty" llB]1 seems lrbe a gool expension on tris
1(1e4.;

cde carolan urites that "r.re consider centr.lL to cur vork th3 task of or8-*nising
the Ip an.L II .'ef t ancl. the n.r'.l itants for +he 

"6,1..g1e 
eurri fo' cli,ss s t:,r551e

i,"sues an,1 rclt: tic,s i-r,. the LI' and li{ general-l-y. " Cd e Cero}an fails to raise
the qrestion oI what piogrel.'nme or platfoum th:is orga.ni.clng is to be around. Is
it +; be the mininurn a.g'eenen+- be t'reen our selves at:d il'e refo:rmi:+s' in other
words thr, ir prog'r::rn'ne ' or on ihe bes:'rs tl:'a t wc wi]l lrcr-lrle tJre itl',':i- cole'
an,l tlea t b1, f:'-ghting on 3r -: progranre . +-hc ,1eop1e aror"rir'J' us vil1 I ^"): 'to '"lle
WSL for leaCelship? Cde Ca.iola"n in eficct anEv/ers this qucstion'i " ( t1'r:cretel,'z
now when ii is E). tRlMllIY PRO ABI0 that ,ii:.e 1ef t ot'fensi;e. in 'he the I't' vilI be

resumed af ie: '"he e-r-eoticn, lrha. *.lvel its r-utor:me. t<.., a.bandon t}.rl, -wo:k vould be

oolitieal suicide fo:: :nalxists) "
iS..tr ors.ri"inq is ryr,.r +e,chniq.re both fol fo::.*arCing the intelests of the broad

move.nn€nt ar.d. s i:rrL:.ltanecu siy firr br:ildlng a Ievolu tionaxy par' if/ inside that
movenent". tr: other v,/ord on +he basi-s of a lunch frlrn cde c.'"irolan tha t the

ieft wil} ccr-. tin-r.e to f-.,:ght for democracy in the L!, the role of the l{Str w.il.,r- be

to orgz::rise thoge forces, no t around. our ploglamine. Lnlt on the bas j.s of -1he:ir

aerociatic d.ernands I ldhy should anyone want to i,;in th.e wsl, ? In effect its
pi"g"*." wiLl be a minirnm,/naxinalm programme, wiltr the praetical wo:k comDeteing

iitt s"i"riog and crPD . r'o1Iowing this road one is left only with 'rtre "b1a'ckboard'l

"pp."""f, 
t" iecmitnent to the ldSL, sonethi-ng cde Carolan criticises later on

on the same Page.

I'ina)-1y, thangh there is ncre of the .Jane,.in cde Ca'ro1an t s door';nentr and he has

"in;" 
,rritt"" a doornrent attacking the di ternationalia t lbndency on to ta1lJ

apoli t1ea1 g:.ornd, and insisting on refering to r:s a,s the Rl.rL tbndency, wlich other
comrades are -r:eplying to, Ird l.i-ke ilo i3mlnd comrades of cde Smithts speach at
the for:nding confelencu in 1!81 . In it he qrote at some 1en6ht ftom Leopold
Eepper, ending 1.:i+h those two paragraphs:

"fte frotskyites can Iay o)"ain to this honor. tr'olloving the exam11.e of treir
leader:, r,'ho vas rewarded for his obstinacy with the end of an -ice-axe, they
fought Stallnism to the death, and- tJ:ey were tlie o;:1y onel' who did" Ey the time
of the g-rea t plrdes ' they cor]ld ouly shc'u t tneir re'oeilior :-n t'he f:eez:-n8 'vaete-
Land.s where they had been dragged in orCer to be extermlla+ed'. IJl tlle c&mp's,

their eonduct was admirable. ts:t the i:: woices were fost i--r lhe tu ndr-''r '
" Dday, the Tro tsk)ri tes have a right fu ao(u.6e those who or,ce hc'z'r o{ along wittt
the ,itivrs. Let them not forgel, holre\irrr, tha t they h:Ld -.ii-]e Dlrorlh(il.-ri rrd! antilge
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over us of ha.l'ing a coherent po11tica1 slts tern capable of replaci]]g Stalinisn.
the;1, 5.6 s(:rrrething to c1i.ng tlo in -ihe nids t of the:'-l profound dis tress at
seeing the revolu'l.io; bet"ayed. Tr:y did ncrt "corrt-ess'', for the.v- knev the,ir
confession wcr,.r.I d serve nei j.i-:.r *he llar:ty :i scci.:l-:'-:i:r."

the reason tr'for quoting -eoro1,i. ki.,ppcr (leader crf ihe tted O:ches tra) is to
pc::ri ot'.t :::n ccnolrr.:ir,lL- t]:-t -'Lf the:r3 hz"s ,:v;r L'cerr a t irne to cz.rrry out the sort
or' tactic tha t cde Ca.iolen is ncw e-c.'oca.iins 'hen it was in the r2[ts ar'.drJO in
t-re Soviet Union. lf':ny leading J-ei i Ci?".sit r,on:i.sts did; tsadek, Preob:?achengky
to name br: t two, , i{owever the resr:1t of thelr cap:itulation \',as 10 ccnf.lse the
s tr-.rggle and allow Stalirism to ct:ntin:e. Obviously it is imprssible to saX that
b1' fc-t I c:.ring cde Caio-].a.: ro propcsal s wa uj.l1 ensl-re the ccrrtirrlati('n of Capitalism,
e:.c.-pt in so f.': as 1,) g€Lv that we wii,| ::ot i:e a -i.d;'ng its doh':: fa-l-1.

Evingt"n.
, Jzr/'fe r, 

' 

('3, . 
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