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STIE L/IsOLIB PANIY-+.te
CunLiffe 4.2.83, wlth amendments from HiLI and Kinnellt

7.2.83

i*rro*.i^m in *.tre I the ou-tooae Of a Sefiesl[odayts situation in the Labour Party is
of interconncoting proccsses of deveLop-rilcnt in the uorl:ellsl movement an&

in British oapita3.ibnr since the mid L960s'

In the oontext of the end of, the post-v:ar boom anc' the substantial
deoLLnc of British oapitaS.ism on the ilorLd-'mar{<etsi lhe.-esta'blished
;;f;;i"t-r""a"""rrip:oi ttt" srrit{sh vro:rktnei cLass - itt the Labotrr Party
a:rd in the tra.tL; *ri; ,ov"*unt from shop itevra"rtl I'evel-to the fifl1-time'
lnrrearroraoieg.lra,s_oonsistentlylag8edbehildtherequirementsofthe
;il]*{;;r-"it"g|"e "t-ti""tery'to 

tie methods anel ofton the poricies of
the past,

In its role in opposition to TorXr governments, the''Eabou: "ttd 
trcr'de

union leadership persists in trt" poritios or proil"t arra n3'$:iarnezrtarism,
rejecting out of hand the ooncept'of *ass wot*in6 oLass, aotioh toconfrontl
d.efeat an&,,remove the gpve!$meniE of the.alass enany' {1f the seme-neluotanoe

;;-;;i{-;;;i,*i*t""it "-lnaepenaent 
mobilisat}on- of- }1: iq'F a,$ t!!9

reinforoes.the tRpeaucratro opBi"itio" tre left r'rtrtg; po11?+"".whioh couldt

ga3.vanise the working o1.ass *[-aL,r'it lnto aotive po1itlqal activity in
the unions and the LP.

In govermrheatp Labourts various taotics and polioies for ina'nlfrnp-a$
reoonstrtroting caiit"fisrn to of,trer eul improved econoraio clinate in whl'oh'

oonoessiotls can be tnade to the working ola'ss havg tirne and agpin 11n-iato
the barrie:r of the dlecl.ine arrd ""L"i"-of 

the British-eceoromgr with its 
-.'

assooia,Sea pressures from ttre oapitaLis! ol'ass in Britain ancl lnteruationa'lly 
'

G;; ;MFii i"" "ntt-rtttlns 
olass poLioies'

The reformist politios of ttre trade union hrrgaggrac;r, seelcifg-the
,ttesser ;"ii. *rAui oapita3.ism; eharing oommosl politiOs 

-and, rnateriaL

Lirdrs with the l,abou, f u''iur*, *E lacking any serious alterna'tive
even where (as ocoa.sionaLfy oi i"el ;"t""fs) tfrey find themselves tactiaally
opposecL to Labour governmen-i pofiEies, Iead. time arrd again 'to a bloo

betweqr ptp and [,Ud againlUt tilo-tnter[sts and. eyen the ongoing stnrggle*
of tho wor1ctng class rant< ana fiLe.

llhus we s,aw in the 1960s the Wilson government empLoy a- succession

of ineffootuaL reformist *a int"istt *rIi-working ollss-pol'icies - inolud'ing
wage oontro)'s1 strike-breakrne-';a""ttoop1ed' anti-rpion lawg - in their
eflorts to ma[a*" ,rA sustain a decaSning: Bri_tish capitalism. :'

Eyentga1lyl-under pressure from L qoyelnfl and militatnt shop floor
movement r*hich had. emerged and. oonsoLi-dated its st:rength in the boom periodL

- antl on whioh some sections of tureauonats had' blrlLt their
power base - sections og rrleft[ union U,Eearucr*oies of t[e time (fAf'rurAUHrf)

were foroed. to , dugru" to ohaLlenge these attacks and mobilise some opp'

osition to them in frder to tceep ointrol-of.the movementr Yet even during
their shows of protestr t he6e 

-sarne 
TliC lefts were seekin-g ways and mea'nE

tt compromiso ,oitf, their righi ,i"e aotfiaguee astL with the Labo-ur leaclerEhipr

. Ehe stnength of the shop floor movement a'ncl the raclicalisati'on of tho
trade uirioa ra,nlc a^nd file beoame the malla component of th-e ind'ustrial
oppositiontothe}Ieathgo*uo*eotof]97C.7d.Ae}Ieathp].ungedinto
ilI-prepared confrontations with the minors and r'rith he tnacle union

movement n" , *hoIe, through ifr. f"ao"triaL Belations Aot and state oontrtls
on wages, tfru p"c" 6t oppolltion was set by the le1ub within the unions'
(ttrough we shouLd also recalL the d.efiance of a few Labour cor:rtoiLs - ilost

Ayr indication of the spiit-over of this re"dioallsatj-on came in ;the

Lp oonference of 19?3 whicft stnne io tfre leftr -f :"tl"e Wilson to nxr for
and win offiloe on a manifesto fai more militeu.irt in tone than he wouLd

eve:l have ohosen.
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But 1 972-4 sunmed up the basio polit.ical problem for the Eritish working
clasgr There were huge direot-action struggleg, coming close to a general
strike Ln 1)12, blocking e,nd orippling the Torlesr attemptecl solution to the
crieis of &itish capitalisml a,nd. finally forcing the Tories into an election
whioh they lost. Strt insofar as the strike mo'rtement was politioal - i.e. had'

a conscioug al.ternative at the level of the general running of societJt; its
politioal expreesion was rKiok the Tories Orttl i.€.1 a tabour government.

And. that Labour government, d.espite the left manifestor was to lntroduce
the sooial contraotl erecute outs more drastic than the present governmenttsl
and. impLement the biggest Crop in real wa€es for d'eoad'e

The only conscious politioal alternative possessecl. b5r the great militant
atrike movement - whici-h implicttU poeed fund.amentaJ. questions of clags power -
$as a boirrgeqie workerst prr[y, 

"perating 
in a period. when bor:rgeois sooiety

allows tittle soope for reforms.

1974 and, aften poeed. brutaLly and. eharply to the &itish workeret movemeat
the task of ehaqFing tts poLiticss i.o. ohanging itseLf. Since then the
movement - or at:east a seotion of aotivtstg within it - harre beer
attempting that task: orud.elyl inadeguately, Ln a very limited. way Bo farr
llhi.s acute orisis of reformism is the basic thread. running through all
d.evelopnente since 1974.

fn a bicl to head. off preseure while maintaining the same basic thrust of
reoongtructing Brltish oapitaLisml Wilsoa made a f'ew initial
oogmetio ohanges. Heffer was tnought into the governmentl and. Torgr Berur
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r.ra6.r1-sod as the flgurehea,& for tho lod.ustry Bil-r throuah Yhtoh pl"oposErls

for the whol,osale natiourlisetion of indlrstqy wtth

;;d;;t-*u"iai"" throush tho NEts agrd systorna.lised.class -cou'aboratJ'on
woro to to pgsnea throueh iia:{LlEunent and thg-trad'e rxrton movodront'

Conoessi.ons wer6 nnar,dc o* p"+- to thc stiLL etriking nr'neml to-seqrre
a retum to wozlc.:uno"er threat Lr u. national enginoerlnSj-Btrit.l !h9 labouu
;il#;i:t*i-*""iiio i"to, besan tho rcpeal of lteathts rnd.ustnial Rel- i

fut tleath! s wage oontrols romai.ndd. in foroe - trppping heal'th workerE

and othe:rs 'who had-loolced to aa inoreafef- selllomont' Sfe llrewshrry i

bqild.erpsr piokets rernained i" J"Iit-uogttt".01.ay Cross oorxrciLlors ponaS':Lsed

As the eeonomic crisis incrcasinelf tiqhleaed ite eriPr onoe agpin

trr" ffirJ'"ilnloi"y lce.dersup ,u*ort"i -rir*+ to threa.ts to uss *llor'l[ poriotosilt

andthentowago.oon.brol.s.Inthistlroyworonowabletod.rawontheoo].].-
ahore,tion of a riglrtwar&moving Jac:r Jines anct' the majority of the tra'do

union bureaucraoy.*'rfto woro vlsitf' :embarrz'sso& and {eeI:ing;- threateraid W
thc militancy og'tt "i" members. lo ur*o:.yr, ySge eilttile- alliance was

formod. spanning;:from 11rs r-ight'"i"e-ii-[[6' fff through both t':rie[tJ- a'nd

illeftn of the IUC hieraro]$t" *na ir.6ftrd-ing tho taoi-! aqceptaroe of the

C"*,***t r".+;l 
-*rf"otr*t to jeoparCisS-1ts rolition:'ltl the union

buneauoraoiost tho line pot-tn"*i*a" a;*t to rna'rr;y I'eiv91s of oonvehotrsr IFh@

resirlt was to ptrt the licl on *"'g"* stnrqg]Lcs wittr the'croeptibn of a

few, ieolatod iigrriiilt""ea ,.t r["r< ana }fte shop stowardl 1evel' - 'ofteti
opposo&, with *[fr-"*, vfa,o,lr W tfr" off6gie"ls (- og BL toolnooml Porb '

Talbot bLeotrictane, Heath*"-Lgt"u"*) . Shis 
-werfie-control 

apparahrs

took o,. an ertond-ed leaEe or riiE-;; i?i'*-i.Lost lts parti"t"glt"P.majority
ffi; ;*a;A-;t"'-sr*"r* "ilh.trr."-r,it;y1::. 11:o 

the f\rlr'weislh of the

l.abour hlreaucre,ql brought to bcan on an$r 'ssotion sedciJtg- a figfrt' it
wae not unf,i1 the ftrefighterr-p*".-e,*iged 'the1r lea&ership -into alr

aLbout :ptniko against piraEe i Ii-*eE E[ot*ru , LrL a97ll-?8 that this bogan

Butwithinf[ationsti11iud'outJ.efiguresa,rrf,}Iea1eyd..ec1aring.in
the srrmmer of 1g?g for aaothuo- **gu outting flo tint*, th: sser and :ree-em"t-

nerrt.. at tho record of the f,atour [o""r1*! I tr-hich Lad drivea up unernploy-

merrrr sqt baok hcatth ?q1-e$;;ii]", onA elashecl.p€ry-stendarde - spilledl'

overintoamovementsdrioientiy-"i"a"g}otipthe.sca3.eEatthe[tJ0

Wilsonrs rrnd.isgulsod. oontempt f9r oo:rferenoe deoisions in gcneraL a'trdl

the lefb ruing poLi'oies of thi-I;i:-m"oir"sto in ne+:rtigul?lr had' oree'tod'

oonditions in whiah tho eoouiil-i'Ig ao"ountability a,tl'-of-rp'nlr and' jile
oontrol ovcr til-i;brr" feu.aii"irtp-s"ioe! -a 

oolorlte 3lflirioa"nco for
wide seotions of the workersi-*o"i*E"[. L,ptoo'!s sq]a'lid.record' in its
seoond torrn of gove:rrment had l""r'irr"a t?- ma$y tril'd'e unioniet" th"l--------
thet,. d.id. rrot iriEf, to subse"i; ;;-;;+-anottrerl"ieaotiona'rtrr Labour govenrmont'

tshe Beg prentioe affair l-in-rriri*l 
1n_" y"iorlty of the PtP an& an

important """tiorr-ot 
trrs trad.e-ruriJl trr:*l""oy *ltiIi""c[ to clefend tho

poSitlon ana ilrightsrt of.e more on 1ess open Eot:f against attempts by his

1ooa"1cLPranBarrdfi],eto,ilnvl-ni1n1ui,o1arrtihe-wtrol.eig,gt'.eofroEe1-
ootioa a,s a component part ";";;;r;{u,tifitfto 

ttrl eyes of the 1abour'

tnovement as a, whoIo. : .

Bhen the rejoctlon of llealeylE Phase 4 by the [ug c?]B?cse' ir0d - W

rurion blook votes - at tfre Laboirr Parrty conflrenoe saw the rlnion tru'rearp

ora*s split on the main firrue:oi-"oo,'oinio poLioJfr Witb geotions rurcler

hearrXi, p"""** frorn thel, *"*b""" to' talce 
"' 

ii=il'stapd' in clefi:r:noe of the
-frAi 

,rrrre PiP teatrorshipo '

. ae th.e he,rnme:r blorus,of the strilce wa,ve-throughout ths Htrrlinte:r of
EiBoontenttr dernonstrat"a the'"gtliif,nt'uttt ttre practice of the Labour

J.ea.d.ership a{-}d tbe demana" Jg"{[o io,n9.giu" -"*"rt a'nd fl]er 8d dlestroyedt

the goverz,nentts pay pouor"i, 
-[rr"-u""eiiio*" 

wcre createdl' for a Epry
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victoly on the cLcotion'a,rrd a prolonSed politica3. f5-sh,t in the Lahour

:Pa,rty. - 
:

Sinee Mr.Y f9?9 l

, -4",-,*"" d.efezr,t in thc Ma,}r 1979.e1oction a].so set the soene for the

rqqnergenoe of [ony Benn frn" i'is=pilioa obedient]'y oJ"osetea in t[9'
Labour 6s,gf,,ct. He began to "peir lut a"n increasinelr 4elailod' critique
of the. provious Labour goro*"it*-i" *rr-1"f'_1" ntU- ?-"T"d: and ohaulpi6nedtr'

the Left wingts deinancls fo:r dcmoora,cy aAd. aocorrntabilil, in ttre Palrty'
. ! -r._,

somc of those lrureauorats gho h-',tL been drtvcn to vote against. Ilealqrtq
phas;-A id 19?8 *dre ags ieved bf the, r:arerpon'piye?e:B to thpm of the Labour.SoY-

'ernilent.'i* pir*Ulel to {Le. lrau.:ur-rark a.ne rlla, but from_a dlfferent per:speot-
iv+,tbero,.irrrrc,utfr:rgreatoxiIUoontro1overtheI,abor:r1ead'ership..

r^!.-r^ ^ ^^;aai mlne 1af't
this. combina.tion createdl conditions in rryhi'oh a oampa'igni"g I:-ft 

:

acqu5.red*,uJ-,"ist,t"uuohing,intotheurrions.a.ttd-hoqeofwiwting.
yiotories against a previousfy'ao*ina1! right wing l.eadership- lphi's

ohange helpect sti,*llte u, ,uriro.t in the runtc *n+-fi1e-aotiyism and roc;

nrttment in the cr,psl ana enoiu;;# tirose t"Lr"g uptlP issues in the

untone.,1[he wholo prooess rra$-"a"Ioo"a by the adpaigrr wa8pd W Torly Benr

aad. the rfgrrtiii-ri* ,i"e ror"o"- g*"pei--!1 the Ra1rtr a'nd-,tr'iLe l'[obilising
Gomrnitted. 

-, - t"n-e rcft In tfie CLPg ne:re in *5111y Ga'sest inspirecl

to ge further and p*rsue tocJ stnr*ef;s for'tho removal not only of rieht
roing L[ps 1nr.t ,iuo lor*oi].Ior{ ;e;]1[;e left po1icies at Looal lerrelr

Btrt signi'froantry thc trLeft'r rhetorio-of the-union Lead'ors was gonfined

tb the Largoly prop8,€iand.ist arena. of the Labour Pe'rty .It ?peosition' lrhis

wa,s sho$m potfi.rrorriy "lrureii-* iU9 
-rUC 

-f 
t"a"rs "nltod 

t1 isola'te and

rostribt the "[".]- "ioit 
u o]'igi[ *a-t9-1l1ck out of any Tass aaticm

to oha,Llongc Priorts a,nti-uniii-got otr 19Sg' They have este'blished a :

compl.eteLy gonsistant rocor6-Ii *oirca,t and trctri'ya1 sinoe the 19?9

el"eation - u. ,"oor& whiotr *'b;;-;"Fh lry:" burluorats who blook votod

;ftgLaboura"*""i,"y,oa-thosewhohe,veoonsistent1y:ppo"edit..
For thei:r parte naIIf, of the Labour lof\ts ha'lre becn oqual'Iy content

to pursuc thei:r'dema,nc1-s foo i'.*oCracy a,n& e'ccouJltability a'ncL for left
wing poLi.otes moro or less ,iiiri"-tfrl oonfincs of the LP itself " '

minimising the oonflict pitta the rmion ttrrea'uorate t5t not reaohlng out

to the trade union re'nk a'nd trii;r-*a ort"""fatr"e ";'1y 
tokenistio efforte

to draw into tf"u l,p etnrggl.o i-n ]f""oes from thc norking ol'ass whioh

' a,r:-kev n:,,;'rj.,H,-*ff.r***"lr'-"f,3tft 
lo,,k.*,i frle f r Lp.,:,ex.,cr.,,cv has.not "i"iu-

Iy olaokened. - r.r,i'.", Ita*ers ljke the 1,;rfgrs hanre been oblir 'as ihey d'eeired' to

li.rnir the !F o#"**y-iiirrt,S*o";;;; U"trayaf6 a4d sctba'ctse massive

red.un&a:loie$ and gro;ing demorr''tisation anc' eynicism amon* ''shop

floor wodcc:ts d.tp1"6 leadershif,-h''*' B"oatrooi-" "i"ortoit11s 
os :rank and ftle

pressure upon the tnrroa'uo'"i'--'" pa'* of ".g*t-"'uf 
u=lilu in struggl'esr

&ph *."oo""ir" "uii.oot 
has st:ccngtheneil] the bureaucfalofr

At the sarne ti.me ttre gea; ;;;[J;ffi-:." tto *'ion hiLrarctry b5r the

signs trrat tilc l,P-ddrnoc:rocy qoestion 'd?s - o'*ti*tarly drrring Bcnnts

oarnpa1gnforDcputy-spi1.1i;;-;;;;-intoc1cilarrasio"jgeE9u1;[qjd.ofiP
.oora.o3rb9ganto-bj*po*urf.,].infLueno".o,"ol,.,rer,trcr6ffitnotab1y.

the TG!{I], wr"ose inner arrri"io"s- a'a& laok ;f ilt""taL dourooaroy

In adclitionl a. :r.ise in iatourrs elegt?ral' po$rl?Styr ooupled $Et]r

Bennls powerful showing i" iil" r.,n lce'rnea to raise the speotre for some

of, thern of a, ret,rned ratorri*g""L;;1 f"a a" st:rongily infJ'uenced W

Bennr in whto?r rer{ p_ofioigi ;i*f,f, ;o. trl=, bu5'o"6 t['o oonfe?slce 51loor ' :

into the class str'fr'gg1ef i;h";-;"tt1"93;-t- stilulus t9 ttr? 
'trade 

rmiou
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rho,,rgb euffioient unLolr, Eupp)ri rae$un*.1r suppcrt of tho wunbloy
nEtatus f,qo tr to proirrqrt tho nrbsoquont revcr'Eall of thc cleotolal co116gc

f;;*i; l.teo"ua'W ttc fe+t, thc;tght wing bcga,n opcaly ma.rshe.l1ing Lts
iil;r; wfrii e tfre it]c n1"ftu'1.'aa aJ.6am.d by tho er.riooosaoa ot the glF aoa tl,e
sproae cf tho d€rllo ra6t *y!6 fato_ thB utioia6. 

.

Initeetl whil o tho spI.tt of the sDP tppeargd polltloaL|y and a'trmer{oaIIy

to aepiotu Labourrs rtlftt wfne plp leadLtship' lt alEo piled now pressuro

. on tlroso ho Eta*od t",.fiia l""tl" PtP anq or {ho union Loatlcfs. ComnLttod

abovo alI to , hopee oi-"otr*1,"g a new Laborrr govertrncnti t6q7 d:lea'd'ed

ilr'ito, io*uui or ri+i ttrne rodn; -:.Yhtl" some Lajbour r.tgbt wlngs:re

;ff;it rr,,or.", "rt"n-ioneo;toro 
ooalttiorg o? a;IlLanoee tdth tbo SDP

-Jo"Jirru iinos of thc tit-t,al aeaL.

Eoacc th9 1981 oonforonce, arnLd a irouing olanou:' t'gl t!" r'i'gtrt for
a uiio-b.r,rlrrt i bilug}tt tho nari'ow - ilofoat of th6 Bedt otmDaiSn'

an6 rcvcrssE for thg 1;{ ;;-;;; $gir h*ith tho ernorgcnqs or a oorrtre/rLglrt'

il;s-;;;;;;;i" tiiti"i ilth oo,opo"oo{E wure prcparcd tb mouat a ritch-hrato

B5r Jamrary 1!82p r:ndo:r pre6surc- frgn -th9 
right wiag.- in partiorlar

tho tred-e unlou right-- "tla'"fto" 
thc dcfcat of thc dcprity l eadershLp '

;p;;;;. tu"-i.rti rr""a.a w **r I'uri:rcd 
ba.ck to doclare eupport for

tho Slshop Sto::'tford ri1fi16s'- 1n 'r'-i'i, 
tf'u on1v hostLLtics whLoh ccasoil

ras thc offensLve .r ti"-i"rtl wr'li" it'" f'qtrt wfnq sharrycn-od ths''r lod'voE

iilriT" ii" s;t ;il;; ii"-i"ila""ra:rcd {lrno ul+ ?s"r" tholr loval'tv
t[--ifto 

-uJ"ting 
l;adgrship and oommitmo"tr 1o tryrityrr o

Ehe aismLEs:Lvc roeponsc'to thls f1r-r tho best clcmcots-of- the CLP

rraarc-La iilu ,*r" ,-,";il; rn ptior Tqtohc].lt s ioke in-a sooialist
orgadsolt intcrrricw, ,lt "ro'f'"1"":tE 

rrt{ho is tlclEitlotcc BLshop Stortf,ord
Ii*t"Fi-m"ptte thi "Jtir"i;r tii" 

relck-artt filc *ero stil! prossln6

home thc:lr f,ight - o.itiitiG'*-:aEtoundiipg,6oo rcEolutiore of-protest :

d thc NECrs ror-qr.i;;;ffi ii i"i"u.rir-d'eslooting some rlgbt riins IdP6,

repx,aoing somo rotlr'l.fu*,idi "t"eu* rdtir tcft'sdngore 3 atandlag flrm
Ln Brad.ford arra nonns'frr--,id-"oiiie'"o1tdly for lcft $iirg polioi6E at

oonfciottco
fut thg flirrbatioa of tho [:dttune ci'rolG6 wlth the Blshop Stmtford

acal ras follorirod ty'i"Ii"ri.lire irid.".-. that thb stalialEt influcnoed'

elctrents .in the L,GC arra ctretrlso 4 wo:re p aparett to Joln a litch-hunt of
fi;'i;ft p*lIraoa trrl'v otri;-'""t tli=-t"itL"a a suite'b1c faoade'

3y tho 1982 oqsforenoo, tho oonoolidation of unio[ votos in' the rig8bt

tE rs :;; apiear,ra to havo'go:ro a l'olq rgay forr'ra'rd orl lntcrnal poliof,
quoEtlort.t l,t *r*" ifro'"ririln 

"oto-"frioft 
l 

-r'rlth 
fow, notablo cmeptions -

mobilisod to fo:roe th;ntil"-;"*"!if."'$ tnstaL i tr:ra r{gtrt urajoritv

oa tbo ttrEc. art .vertllilirtl-, - -poritlga]. bloo ua'g not rcetoroil -to

that of the bad "Id 
a;;;: ti"*""ni'"t""y iozrmrle'tlons on wago 

- 
ooat:ro1a

intlS.ca.ted tfrat firture- "a.ti*pt" ty Shorc to oaioroo a new gooleL oontrapt
' r+l1f, not bo aq,i "i*pit';;;;;-oittt'-o"o 

r:ndor'-wl1Eotli 'and the prossuro of
tbci ranls anit f,lle t fii ail" 

-ti-"oo-' r" 'thc-rnapsi'vo' voto on unilEito!'allgn

drioh 19 Ilkoly to prove a trnaJo? ombarraegnront to tho rdgbt loing PLP

loadbrs " A gangc 
"r 

'irt"-"r'"tiEil cllne'te T* to the unlons 
' 
ras 'tbo

epLEoitc t&ich lcd t" 
-iu"-'i"tJio'"tfon 

of- g16 ilslsbcu for mi'sudirg tho

biook rrotc rn o *,v'trJi r'"";;;-;; !9lina tho EooBoE f,61 ileoadesr

0hough tho rtght "i"6;; th; PLi and' tho utLons "'rc tightonlng tho Eclewg

thoy haJtre ty ,o ,oo.# ;;;ild A"';;d;"i;; ioEtorcir t?tins6 to t'that tlFJ'

**, o, orlated ld'ca"l oon&Ltj'ons . 
fo-r' a.Inrrao'

Iadood .re tlo uoL Ii ""ii""t iqr tLt frurt*t and LAII anti-ritoh'
lnmt oonfsrozroo" iriffitiir-i-t-i"'roi-ro"61y lio lega;! +echlrlonlltiios tut
aI eo tbo lu"o'**"ii6";7 *i;;;;;i'''"r''-ro" to -a wl t<rr-hrnt t.nht^h
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holits baok tho IrEC froo bogS.ruring tbo oxpulsioae I partio[arJ.y at a polnt
nho:ro euoh etnrggl cs ooultt ilostroy Laboul r s cloctlofl hopcs.

llowover tho em41.ggngs of n!.tohrhunting gurronta ln tho soft left of,
CLPD antl Claarso 4 Ehouli alto ltam us that :if tho oliriatc doeg ehLtrt wtth tha
otart of, e:cpulslms; 'lrors rri.ll bc planty o:f ou:r crstwhi,lc tralliestr firom
tho 0oroc:rcroy stang€l os . roa<ltrr to do ,tbolr gher;ro of, oxpellLngr
|!he Bsnntto lcft

. It is importaut to rooogttLFo tha.t tho Bcnnito loft ln dlstinotlon to tho
orypto-Stelinigt au:ironta arould LCc/CIauso 4 has stood fe.14y oonELstcntly
agaLnst wory aspoot of tbe sltoh-tn rrt. B@n fon LnEtanoe ln the tAll nowslottol
has prbltrhod . a fortb:riglrt def0noo cf tho rlghts of ldllitent

.And in terklng thlg atandr a.nd ba,ckLag the flght wo balr'e tE{koB up
a€ia"iflst rogistnationl t[e BornS.tos irat': boen prepa,rotl to gJ9E9 th€ soft left
of CL,PD, cto. Andl tf'theJ, (and wo) r'rore outvotgd on thie at tbe CJfiX' Affi,
the rospbrslbllity is as muob ourE a.'t thoir.s.

..Inctcod Bennrs woa:k 1oss in this rcspcot is also oohooti in our orork. He :

ooratLnly fatl cd - trut so Eavo rrc fai'l gl - +o mal'ntaLn tho momcn'hrm - of thc
dlopr.ty loademhip o@-il-tr'"r.';ngTl.i i-szues of, Labour ttctnoo:racy, 

- 
tladlo

union- ionoi:raly a,r.rtL polioy Etruggtes :i:Jp--t@!gg-, partloularly the
rnnlc aard- fi1e. Wi havo tirnc ard again ir:"::-ri thiE shoul d bo tl'onol yet u'r.
havc not done it.

Bennt s stanoe bridgcs o otYnous po.L j. t:i.r:aj[ oo[tradlctioite r On thc orrc hand
hls massilre popular.i.ty-rrtth thc LP ngul: ;,,r,i f.lIc nncl nitb trade urldh aotlvis'ts
can mobllisc mrpport La a goalc tltr€l.rfir,,:: ihab of ar5r otho, Labour polttiola'n'
IIc oonbinoe thi6- wt+h a ros.:lute opp6i{ii.ol to tho witcb-huut antl a nlulng-
acas publioly to ohaurpion wcrr unpopulnr. issuoa - suoh as the support for
tbe GlO tnrnitation to Sirut Foin spoakerg

Yot on the
mont r on wh:ioh

oontnaJ. po
tho right

littoal iesuo of polioy for tho nort Labour govcfb-
lring is crrrrertly domin',rrt orl

i.s t betwc t o ne:.-t La, ths.ro
uotlkil1l? cleoE

ir i.nts oquiv,:c
Bimn hes aLra nc mor. tbua 'cpirosa incono€ 'poii6t' -withLn th€[tr alf of tho

a.rr'L tha't gcme-
olir. Shorerg coonomLc rcoipos. oontaia

worst aspoots' of tlLlgonrs md Ca.llaghanr s govcntnonts I trhioh Benn ltaB
crltlciseat : yot oa thiE quostion of .quostioag'hc kceps a low pnofL1o.

fnttecd. Bcinnt e casrtlid.aoy for thc Shadow Cablnctr l{itb lts impl locl
r,ttlltagnoss to. a,ccopt oolLootl,vo rcsponsibiltty for the polioios of tho
PLP Lcadomhlpr.

eoonorl1o polioy is Lat even vtny loft iJ3 tr
oaa aIEo bc Eeon Ln this wa,Y.

tfidmbd.letBenn on aditi caal, Labour*IoaG flavllr u
s put forta,r6 b3rorrt political altonrativc to tlro rofonrlst polltic Sho:re

though he uould pXa.lnly ar5uo that Labour oonfercn oc pollcics ehoulil bc lnF
pl omontcd lnStcad-r Sinco Bstsr dl,o cs not subBorl"bo to our rovol'utlonar3r pro-
g:laomo or our tra.nsitional tLonantlsr ho olnriously docs not aPp:loaoh mattole
ln that way. llsuoo prcoiscll' tbo inabillty of, tho J. sf,t to oftrc:r o cl oBlr

porspeotS.ve rrow - ot at an$ timo in tho past for tho aohi ovomont of
sooLalism.

But if B crtn 6ccE no immodtiato altornativc or anr'ttoed for mors tbart
Gel1lLng foi' the inplardente,tion of oonfcrsaoe pol!.oioi, ttis is- tnrs also of'
ttrc splctnst of, L,atour uottt iptt curdi tradc rurion mlliiantE ! v'ho look to
nonn ior polltloaJ. f onnorEfUp. .Wc ca,naot cxtroso Bcnnt 6 limitotl ho lzons on th1a
ra{frorrt finst gry$1gg tho iortzoas of our oontapts, fl'gt+j'nei-to popularise
and crtcnd tneffion on transltional dcmarrds r tiro tre$sitlbrral mothodt

and thq Lncvitdbllo failurc and bctra4ral. in Sborore pollcios'
Wc. crm antt rmrgt togla that figfrt i" ioint oampatgrrs. whLoh-wo- oonduot ulth

LP aot:ivlgts who romain-nlillie iJ u:altc nlth us ageinst t!9 Tortos. and the

"l+i 
*r"e, agatngt th; *r;;bPfr-i rurf for roft ntne polloics. In.tho oontort

oi*tm" 58int1ont< *u ,o*i fintt waye of ralsing the lsvoI"of dobato a'nd

ruraoreta'iatnsl end poprlarLolng otlr prog?an'no and d',me{rdlE ' - - ^

. or "*o";i ron"i e- t"ottca^t-positlon on tbe polltiooJ, f,tght. t4 tho. Labou:r.
par*' ie a.lso oolou?ca1 by trLs viow of thc prospoots following tho nert ol octLoar

i;-;H;;;-";;;-it as inevitatte that e Laboor ilofeet "ri]'l tosenerato a nor

:

i
'a

t
ti
t



wave of 3.eft wing ,activism in whi.ch ho would. erpeot to pIa,y a lead.ing rolo,
'while leaving o.pcn his optiou* on ho*r to r.clato'to a,n;i new. Labour goirenment.

Suoh oonsiclera,tions ma,kc sensc for Benn in hts situa,tloni agrd'see:lng
eventi' from Fls,',engt9. Bt thg oonsequ-qqoo is that tro nitds '[aak the ki;d, oi
political d-j.scssion on Labourts pol,icies which oan adva.noe tho l.eve1 of
undcrsta,nding amongst the best elernents of the left a"nd.'in the unions.

It scqns to bo:an ovortry optimistio rwr& onesi.decl vigw of cventE to take
an Itafter llbatoher, otr fi*rnt! attitrrC,e to a firrther Lalour dlefoat. One of,
thc faotors whioh oven .now is hamper{ng. the Lgft wiqg stgr;,ggLe ia,tho tP is
tho llammqr^'blous inf,lJ.cted. upon the shop ,floorr rnsvcmpnt ancl the morale of tho
trnion rank and fiJ.o by four years of Eory goveramolrt. l,

6)

of wor{ce'rs
weaksr

a

anct
aLl:too.rcal. :!E* 

ri"iru-ifnn tarce par* in such a governmcnt? or wcuLd'hc stantL utttr thc
lahoun moveraent rank and fiLe tn sfunrggl.ing against suoh policies ? If sol
wtqp r.rontt ho mo'u"yrt a, poJ.itical. d5.ght g for thc d.nopping of thd Shors p1e;nr
and. for impllomsrta*ioui of, conforcnoe po].ict,cs on tho eoonoiny a,s a starting '
pont? llhoeo'arc the tl?e of questions that ,we should bo finding d.ays ooacrotely
toneuiscindiscusgion.Theye,reneitherabstraotno:ra,rb1traq7''

Cor*sir0y wo oqnnot rrsap6ssrr Benn W simpLy pointing out to reformist
workers that Betur (Iikc tfrorn) is not a icvotu-tionarfr (f il." us). We ep.nl
howovenl edluoate orur readers ancl. oontaots on the kind. of leade:rship tbat is
neosssa,rtrr to preparc the workoret moveracrrt"for ttre stnrggles a?reacl.. I{e can
t:lead whe:le B-om faars or roftrses to tre4clr ud eeek '6s pergtrad.o workers' to aek: ?ird arrswef f.or th.o:rlF.elves .egastions,nhioh Bcrui wouJ.& soonor ptrt off

.:....:L

t{e rmret. rcoognise the pressures upotl the CLP.}eft rdng i.n thc nest period.
flheBc arp the f,orces who havo mogt so].idly b€.okod a $ght agplnst tho
dl.ht wing aaA the witoh-huntorsr llo a oortr.,,ilr du6q9e their rathgr:.limiltecl
hbrizons - frrco;gcntly a proooorrpation wlth ![c oxi.s*ingi, fo:rqee of thc LP

. rather. tha^Tr trr:rring'outwa.rds fo:r fresk, alILee againet thc right uing - $tII .' be ocruntoraotctt'b5r thc faot that *his ts a.Lread-31 a pro-elcction pQrdod,
and. arly hopo of rviruring tho clection d,epcnds upog rcaohing outwards.

Brlt thc polittcal prossurc not to [rook thc boa;tn bctwcon nov and- lho
ol.oction doci oa;?ry some weight on the Lef,t asrd oould hemper the willfl1r8ness
of some'to carry tho neoossa,rTr sorics of rlenrands -and poliqies into *hqhl ,

oampaign uor'{c $B t* ooh.tinrxry t@ iatir*aI b,attt€ ag.ainet the rie}rt riner.
0n, top of this the compromiscs that ha;vo bcofr'fnfvcfiraLljflm-ade-8,

o c,t'
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tabour coruoi].s in thc faoe of *he Boqy euts has drlven rnany into polloios
whioh have frl.t cnrncil tenemts, oounciL workfcrccs and wholo scctious of
the working cLassr thcre oould'bc frrthcr. rounds of su.ch damaging oonftiats
b oforo the trort cl.eotion, ani this ootrld- st:eoin the credibiltty of even
tho most Left wirig argu.nocnts.

It is cl-car that we lmrst build. on thc strengths ruad oonfront wha.tare
rea.1-wolmo"r"" in thc ta.bour l,ef,b ancl the ra,nk'and. fil.c of ths labour
*o"o**r{ as a who1c. llhis rcquircs in^ this pro-eloction pcrt'o& a oombl.nation
of flLe:cibi.e, broad oampaign nort ".i.n rghl"ch rr-o roach out to mobil'l-go lhl.widost
i"y"* ", in'po1itioaL a.ctivity, *r,$cthcr *ftl a oonsl.stent poLitica"L.li8ht
wftUfu thc broadcr oarnpai-gari ';r, re,.isc ancl tl_crreLop f.iscussion on the kogr

;;tfti"rl issuce befono tUL worki$g cJ.assl spo1l5-ng out oql atswe:? u"A poli-
Ii"", *a-p*roting debate on the policies of tho existing lcademhip.

In th&s rospoct tho proposal forg an SXXV |n wlioh u-c fieht for thc ridest
.strtlgglo aloagaldc tho }IO rank;a iif", e,f+1ing for a Labour vote, fo:E . -

aocountability and oonfcrcnoe poiioiuOr'*rdr-for our programmc eur$ gereneotive
io'-or*""-"otio"-to defsnd- theiworking'oLass whiohevc:r' govcmlhent is rettrrtedl'

6Jork along flrcsc ll-nss must bc takcn into ce.ch and. cvarXr n^rrion b:ramch

(*rr"tioi l,r""Fsii"i"a o" not) and uscd to promotc the type of political .1

debate in whiohlwo o€ur spltf out both a broador pcrspcctive and o-ul. ol^xn .:

pa:rtl.oula:r point of view on the questions of polioy'

llithin this framcwor^k, to':, trc ."n all mrst oonfront tho se:rious woakrrosseE

in linking ourltrado union anC-'!to t'ro?k. Ehe eLeotionl acld' eln in{-en-cnacn} SXnf

ozunpaigp oLcarly a"tunding thc i:{.c Snions aad' th.c c]'ass as a wholol sivcs
us thc beet basis on which to figlit for tho involvqrory oI militants f,mrn the

;b";*h;ii"ii"iro stnrsgLe" - qiefi[ins agatnst the r{aht wins positione of
thc, Me,ni_fosto a.nd fo:r-ionsitafi pofloin=.in the intcrests of the wo{<tng

;i#; rilro l trri;-";;;tr;t ;oint tiro quos'tion o f wortcpl e'ce 
- 
branchos ?I

thc II0 cap bc given frcsh impotus, a,nd' r+c oan take stcps to remcdnr tha ono' :

trkamples of llr:tcs in tir e a.r_cl3.s of- stnrggle have t"?1 our ftght for tbe :

ra,nk andp fil.e orga:risa*ion of heelth worlcrs f,iring t11a pay ttisputol'Xn
whloh a tondon I.1O oontaot pfay.a , 1.oy rllc-in our most gtroeessffrl moctlngl

arrA {n orrr efforte to bulId tit" fToUffi"iS Committec aeB'tnst llcbbi*' Our

initial. informa,tion on thc wJo:r- workcrsl-stnrgglo for the papor camc frtm

" 
o""t*"i in the I,1o.

But thcre axc maJri, rmorc sucb. lirrks !q b-o ma&o ruirich can reinfqroc b:t{
our l,1o and o*ti tra4o wrion ,rorr.l ir, srrotrrclO, for-cramp1cl, tho rarrk encl filo
oomrnittco fighting thc gtecl olo"""o" frag aovl'fcpcrf ia iaralicl wi'th the :

hopo3.eesfy fimi[ef, S*ro Our Steol canpa]* lnur 
:'W t]to.1ef,t wing cotrftoll'

Eo ftght in E>th &renaE f,or soriou" porioios of mass 
'action irnrl natioaal'

links in tho ;fi"i'il;;"""irrit-oo"ra |or91t firrther cLosuresl a'nd to bring

togcthor in this way thc t*o 
-ii.torgent. 

sid.og of the etnrgglel oou1d' give a

booet to thc stouer,rds invoLved whj-ic making a noLitioatr' impaot upon ''
importarrt sectioas of tho La'bour Left'
..-Anothor,obrviou.serrcaofovcrlapiglhe.issuc6f6}gmgcraoyinthelabourr

movemont. In parrbicrrl?I tlr" i""""-'"f both d'emocratio oontroJ' o\tor a'pd' tho

reJ-ativc slzc of thc.bllocf< vote-;; tL raisca in a mu'oh'dora systcmatio way

inthotrad.eunione.LooaJ;;;;;_i"it"-*a'tBItofingtrgtrotrDsoou1&be
caIl,ed. upon to ooorclj'natc dilA| int9l o"oH oi tue:varioui affi1iatod'

Looal unionsl ,fighting for rosotitions ttronrgh to national oonfercnoo* a'nd '

I{ECg. If thlS WcrC approronoa not a"s a' routino post'-I'abour conforeuoo 1 '

talting point 1y*t a sorj-ous oa:npatgnl *o oo.'LO' io'o u' substnntial impe'ot''

nra.trcing,i.mmec-r-foate Lirrks with ottrir [oy'is"rres- of tdad'o union Uu*o:""o,:,.

The dtrrnarlrni.s-, which has brought a rapid fff,or:'l'th in th'c lizo ancl political
dovc3.opment of I{o wgrncnt" ,uiili"s i*i"t'ats[ be sac& ae offering opporfi:nr
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itLoe to draw Ln fa,! flide:t ' layors of womoa, partlotlarly oa worrkiDg
bf,ass:ogtatdF; $o shoul'd. bo at'.thc forcfloat of aotLvc oarnpaigniag for
tft"- l"ertiitrlnt of stlbb foroose thorholtllrg of ogtate-baesd. $omanls neetLngs
anil diEcuselbtE on such j.esucsl as uncmploymorrt l crrts e GiD and. oh:lldcaro -
wlthln flhioh,to cprtl a;na nnist prt botb,lhe' broailor popapootivo for ualtod
aot on ana oult owlr partioula? poLlolos anit pmpoeals; 

-
si.nila: y. tho Io youth rnovcBcErt. can eJtd nnrst be tumetl outwarils to organisor

eauoaio ana iobllss. vouth - r'd.tb pa.rtlcrrlar a'tte[t''on to blaok youth'

prcvldod ro'oopblnc euoh 6ono:reil brbad. $ork fltth tho fightl to 
^ 
ortontl the

""fo"-or 
*" prcise, the dL'dou;dtonE with our reaclore, anil ilrar 9ut th" itfirog

.at sta:.s in olr pq[,es on .r wosi<Iy basLe, wo oan- bopo ln tlro ncxt 
311ioA

oo"":.aoo"tiy 'to stiongth$ or1r f;rce6 ai thc only curucnt on tbo loft trfins,
to naks thts ld.ntt of oonnsotlori.

Thc tnln ,llrngcm are on thc onc ha*d that wo fail 6'ffici€int1y to turrr
ortward.s fn *oi oaa,paign oror1c, and soe tho fi6hn i.1 tho-lq-as sone kLnd of
routlae oxLstcnoo ltr dhioh we iolate p3rinarlly to tlo oxlstiDgr fair:ly
r,.L*,ow aircleB of acttv:isisg an6 on tlc otbor that in t'In:lngi to nolr for^hs

of trbroad.f uork tro fail:sufhoicntly {o brtne f,ortrard our otln polltics anfl

pldogranmo, fail Euffio;e;;it.to iisirl thc iliustone andt prcoonoep-tions

of, tho fo:coos uftu wrrom-,o-Lre Joiitfy etruggliagt 3"d-1ry" fe'll 'to tutld
our organiEation anil malso tho galns whlob oarr and slrduld bo maoo'

l.lo mrst not loso Elgbt of, tho faot that for the mJ.lILoas of unc,nployofl,

tor pr"""ort"od sbop flior worlccm e fo:r tcnants fe'oing rato +d rqtt- incrcasod
;; ;iti;;"soa br rabour oouao ll for thosa in foa,? of, nuolea,:r holooa;uet

"""piio"riv ""to?rlig 
tbc oontradiotory pronou.:rocmots of La.boltl conf,enolroo

*d'L"boor-t " PI;P Epickoamoa, tho f,ato.r earty Bppoa'!6 to bc off-or'''ng th6

"o 
ro"o ir'* anothe:r d";;-;i'ih;;;; old dolbl';taIk - e1,,at tost, a sright

;p;;"o fuorn thc ,.tonti""" barrage of tho [ortrr attaokE' uny- ?d11 -voto
;;i;"; -ttri-{o 

por",r"au l,o.*y to ernior tho La}oui. Pa,:rty as aotlvo mo,berg

re nood to offe a gloatr d;hting pcrspeotLvo as to wbat thetrr - and- vo -
o* 

-u"p. to aoltiovo. ta aneienini iho quostion aE to $hctbor. a now I'abour

*i"*iil-"1f.il' a-roe.:. altosraiivc to the llor{.esr -}ro ,avo to ar6uo

clce,rly that tho *"otoitJit"i lios not in tbo lulrde of-rb9! or Bqm tut
il-til mobtlise*lon of the troi{cing c1zr88 ''lits-e1f- in- tc'r
io-.r." 

-or 
or6anleation ,.iJ*, "-""* soa;Io of rras. a.otls[. tfo ehou16 not

Elgftl[ *norn cxplaining ii""r1y -t"" ""itLoi€mE 
o3 {hq 6rlstlttg 19ft ino!'udilng

tfro-f*nitot - both vorbefiy 
-ana tn our proEa' It is b5r or:r abillty.to

offo:r a EorLou' po*pootr"-o- to- fo*"" noir outsidc. tho Lebour Pagty tha.*

;;-;;;;;4" ir'*' ti -joi" -lt-*a 
trat t "ttr' "".

If Eeriously carrlod ort, tho typc of vrortk outlincd abovo would expand'

dur 1:ldkg sith scotion"-oi-tit"ao r:nionlets, Labou? actlvistE and sootlonE

of tho gpcoia1ly oppriogsod. Wo nust onsuri that we rorrponil to those
foroos uith urato:rall in oltl progg olcafly cl aborating gnA pgpulafiflns
olrr progr{lr|mo, our p"""p"itr"t o1 tho oI-asa gtnr€igl9t -ma -^ whethor la
;,rpli;i;-;; iirpltott f;; : or$r oritiqus of tho politlcs of thc Laborrr

'o*ir, ,*,,. oasos thls could tako thc fdan of us Bimply oaill tg.:fo! pollaloa
., p.f"ti"il to pmtt qre ihtou tfro feft l ca'clsrs choogo to igpone' on otho

oooasionE it rnay to ,ruoo""ity to oxamino and ar6uo ag"'lnEt 
- 
spooiflo pollolss

rot:rea.ts I concogsiotrs t"-"ftft'l tf,t ioft 1o"'acrE g5'vo important ground' to
tho r lgbt wln€i. In p"rltf*fo, this wtl1 bo- tnrc on tho quostlon of
importa oont:soIs *.1 ;;;il;"8;;;;*! whioh aro oqrtral to th'e loftgl
iiiiorr.rtr.,ro eoonomLo-siraiofo"I rt ts piain *ht,t we oould not-nalko oppos'

Ition t6 funport oontmi"-i pfr"""attion for- ary size,blo sxxTr but wo slroulil

ol early and- ropoe,todty iJJ *t" "tno"" 
o'tho isstlo cloar to our ooataotg '-- -J[ir-W 

to' ruolt" il;ii;- 
--; 

"toto'a*r- 
denunoiatorrr stvrel or eoolclag

rtErrbltlaJrilyl to af 
"turri-o-oto 

a otr"" fron ibo othore ' hrt ae a ilietS'aotl
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lta,rscist polttioe.l atrn:rent, ftghtlnS on certain issrres alongeLdts seotlors _of
the La,bour loft, tro havc i,otfr the ztght ancl tho po3.ltloal obl.lga,tiosr - J.f
wevare not to vinistr out of si'ght for ovor - to eqflain otrr cliffcrenooE,
t"pon rfv tn tcms whioh oan bo und'orstoocl l.f not a'lvrays acceptpd by orr'
,c-odor" nnd oonteots Lnr-rtho labourr mov@toat.

In thts way wo oan hope to givc both alo org€arisa,tional and a pollttoatr
lqad. to seotlons of the labour movemsnt! agt simpLy oonfl.nc oun romarlks
ffifre. flclcts chosqr for dlsbato bpr tho ioaclors of tho Labour 1oft.

And in this way too wo om link up bcst with those soctions of uorlker
milttaats, rorthe' Llacx pcoplel womqrr .'rr& lnompJ'oyod $ho a1-e-lr:citatod by
th,o EoorniLirg irreievanoo of rmroir tabour Party_ aot{vi!f_' Spclltag- oYt o}r - -
:rcvolut1onir.V p*g2r-*no in tonne oompr.chcnEitle to Labot'-r aotivl.cts elloujt0
di;;-;;;; ;il";-;;;;;;;;oii"o: 

"o- 
oiso" to- trrogs outslcr;s the Mb'

lltrc Bocister.# :

lrhe sotbaok at thc CXXIT oonforonoo - pa.rtly brought a.bout by'our own

failure to mobiliso thc forcos we oou1rl havc urorght - coulil now moan that
wo find. ourgolvcs Lef;t leo}atocl on tho quostion of rogiatratione a,ndL

oo*peLfod to take a taotioal d.ooisJ.on to a,pp]y to rogtsten.

Suoh a taotical d.ocisLon horvever mret not bo Linlccd' to any :netroat
from tho poJ"itioa"l tasks we.havo est ourscLvoe or any pol.iti.cal oompromlso
on the Programmatio oontcat of the
wcokly pnpur. lfhc nert period wlll soe onroiail polLtloal clebsrtes and

disou-esions in the worklrsr movement in whioh oun polioics, domandls

*A p"r"pectlvoe muEt bo epclJ-odl out if we aro to f\tlft] otrr politS.oal
nesponsitllity. (alo rusmr @ xRoM PAcE 10)

If tho oxpulsion of M doos go alroa.de nJlirrly the implioatJ.on fs-tlur,t wel

toor-ooofd b;'bureaucratlca"lly Iisposotl-ol tU:nough tbe B3m9 hatohr &rt-
ue"i",ifris a.ornand.s not a retiat to tUo noare trenohl lnrt a politioal
ti. -t, eurd prepa.rat:ion frcr a now oombination of IIO trlcgalr egrd' ilillegpln
*ort r'through wt1ioft we caEI oonvo6l our pol.itics on a lt99l+y
basii to tho la,bour movcuront. (*** )

In tho poriod atrcad.l thereforb-, oL, ggnor+ app:roach shouLc'r bc to strong>

, then-ttre- odil.oationa.le ' thcoretioiJ. and doba,to oontent-of the pa,per in
ord.e:r rflore n ffy io-inoorotc thc debate.on proglrammo Pg1i-oy a,rrr1 porsplglivo
?rlth the Lcft *ir, rn trre unions and the t atour Pa::'tyr lllle sborocl do th!'s
Ln tho contort of-o"" bnoad, oarnpaigning s,pproach to a new s:crv lpecqfng
thc worltorE, ,oovomont urra rlaontng out to the most oppressed' sootionE
oi o..,, o1ass.'l[hat is the bcst alrsuotr to the tritoh-lnrntcrs.

(**, see note flom EiI} and. Kinnelll p.10)



1O.)I]rISffiT on page 9: @@

Thie oan antl rmrst be tlone without saorificing the rb!oa.d, r oharacter of the
papero 

-Thc paper has caffied. our rine on all major olass-sti.uggle iaaues ove! the
Iast 18 ,91!h-". I,: Bome situatLons tbe gggirlgg[lgg may ha'e.Iiken positioue which
oolrade s think inattegr:^ate or wrong, or ra ea to tEnk' iesues through olear\r
orou€h anal dIaw conolusions sharply enoughi in none were pou.t ioal poiuts.whioh we
hatl forrmrlatect blockett from ei4pr-sston ty ifie rtroadr p"po-ior*u{.' =

rhat cliticism of Benn on ziouism uas d.one \r an open Letter patieat].y golug
lhroysa the argument s rather thar w soreanilg bead.lines; ih"t o*iticLsm of tle-
Benni+e Left. on sanbtioas ggaingt a:rgentina was alo!.e in ihe sane fematl that $e
harze artLcres rike one from Reg Racel for exampre, arguin€ for the "*t'og campaign
we favou, on Tebbit whlle .favourably'mea*i)Ring tile AES in paeging - alL this ttoes
rrot llake us less oapatre of oritioising left tefofmLsn or poslng alt eraative s.It can and ehoulil make orrr oritiaisms more offeotive; our alternativos more Listenetl-to, because we oaa hope to tlraw reformist aotivists iuto a ttebate. It can anat should
also make the paper po:re uoeful aB an lEgqgiggl of th€ 1eft.

We should. iontinue tho tbroadr foLmat a,nd also:
a) continue the tP,!P i ooluru;
b) have a series df tlebatos - €.gr on tabour eoonornio policy anal on other

manifesto polioies in the riur-up to the eLeotioltr - ln which we can tlevelop our
oritique of reformi.sm olear\r and. aocessib\r,

c) J.ook for more theoretioal .aad. hisiorical articlesi
tt) try to g'ive our industriaL and TU coverage a greate:r contelt of tletailed

poJ.itical argument in whioh ?re pay groater attention to Idvanciag, explaining, a,ntt
showin6 thc relevance of, app'opriate trairsitional demande. Where neoeseary, ihis mpy
mean supplementary oontributloas from non-<nember s;

e) strpngthen anal regularlse the operation of the eilitorlal boari!, in parti-
cular ensuring the participation of oona'adLs aotive in trad.e union fiolik.i) iil,; il -il;;';;-;;";-;.,y;;-";;:-;; ;ilil; ;-;l-di:" involvins
black antl women workers.

. *aHt***lt**t*

INSBT ON I1IDDLE OF Pi:.GE 5! **
the crisiB of reformien wouid however remain. Desplte the alcmeali Bat i on of

election alefeatr soqe coatinuation of the struggle of the iabour movenent to find uew
ans$ers - and. therefole also of thc Labotr I'eftf s fight - ourd be oortain. trrd a.s
and when iniluEtrial reiistance erplotles against tho ioriee - as assr:retl\r it woultll
though we caanot say when - thls would. find ref.leotions inside the lip.

NOEE fron HilL and Kinnell!
Thie text sgems to us acceptable. on contiBgenoies if the pap6r ie barmecl, it leaveE
the .matter s onewhat open - ta new oomtinatioa of Mo,.regal and rtitlega,rrr woJk...r

lr,le support. Carolanrd ootober ! resolutlon (IS ef.' anaaSpt.e) *riotr was passeal
by the Nevembet 1)82 NC: rfn the. event. that the.lr{arrr s;ts. are outiawsC \r whatever
probees, InJr proposal woultl be that th6 l{arxisi s maintaln the paper an* ite orgam.iaar
tion ae at preser,t and also eeek alLiancee to clreate a nerr. publ.iojtion that oan play
the role of ileft owing organieer that the present paper has piayed at ite best. ru gen-
eraL they mrgt oreate alternative rnaans of conti.luing theii work..r llhis rroulal
obwiously be a. transitioaal phase of work, At a ocrtiiu point, after the eleotion peL-
baps, they wou.Ial have +o asseEs ffhere they..ar6 at anal perhaps ratlonalise putlicatio.nsrr.
- _ Thi s ie not, as Eectarian agitetion has had it1 trdropping the paperr. It is

stnpry not tying our haad.s for evermole to a partioui"r; 
"et form ofl paper. ind oert-ainly i+ d,oes not moan dropplng. our poLiticsl A new riegal r pubricatior wquld have to

be tliscussetL concrete\r, in ccnchete ciroumst ance s, wheu the p'aper was banned. It can-
not b€ €xcLudedl in prlnoiple that it woultl b'e a ;oint publioaifon w.ith other fo:ces aatl
looser politioal\r than the prosent paper. It would have to enabl,6 us to put aoross ourpoliticsr otherrriee there woultl be llttle pbint in the erercise. To the ertent that th€
pPper was rLooserr. and perhaps iliil not allortr uE to alot i!6 arxal crogs trsl the need
$ouLal obviously t+ greater to supplement it with other mater.ial. In our view the entire
agitatlon abou+ lurpothetioal futur€ r Ii:qui alat r oni 6t r drng6rs, whlpped up solery olo the
basis of orr1r refusal to tie orr ha.ntls for future tactical naiponges by oonmitr,,-n{,o ro
a PartiouLar t€ohnioal form of or::l papi:r, ls a red. herr.ing..The I srlr.r iF uhether wo
oontinue antt tlevolop otrr 1x'eeerrt g6rrq!.4:1. .u,'terrt..+ti.otr t (I1.r6)ga.esa.



1. Conference endorses the politic,al orientatlon of our
Vouitr wort outlined ln the Joplin/Fraeer cocunent'

that th6 imPlenentation of the
perspective in respect of YS wo rk ls to
rity in the coming Year.

2. Conference . resolvea
Iltganisatl"on
be the number one .prio
3.'ihe yCliD narph and f,estival on ilay ?.shal1 be the first
ilitiiiar-"-"np"ien around-*rii"t, we beg.'in to inplement illganis-
;iffi. rh;-inEinine reaatrar,ip is iiistmcted to ensure that
;-;;{i"ili ieacretl poster ana ctass Fighter Pa{Phlet are
ii"oa"oec. AlL hsl, t'rincttes will be expe6te'l to draw up llane
f,i,-it.-ij"a--3'F i;"u'i."y-ior oobilising youth r,ehinc the clas.
lighter banner on I,iaY 7.

(YCND ie the tastest growlng youttr roovement i! Pritaln
ioeav. -lrrou"a"i-i -ii -y8ung-pl;oi're rviIl be involved - 

in the
march and restivai-aira iite-ev-ents leading qg--!o -i-t'tfriie tire ltP youih grcup 1e affiliaterr to YCI'ID' M 

.

ii'i"E-" 
-iis-iti;;-;i leciirrins YclD. vouth ol tt' 9L1 ?1":]-

comings- and the advantaEes -of so-cialism ' I'Je seek to wrn
icriu youttr to eociaiism'-ana a lat'our movement glie$a-
iio" i" tf," "o"iso-oi-iigtlting 

to tuiLd YCND with t'hem'
So cn supporterl-wrro-tati; tiriE casrpaigr serlous.ly vriIl be

seen ty Yct'to supporters as the "*{"ii:f* i3*Xl"r';jtyouth lr'oup who are serious about..
Peckham we travi 

""ir"a-i-to"eiing: 
ror all Iondon l'lP-

vouth branches 
- 
vutro v"'ant to builr the YCI'ID march anC

iEsil""i. -cF-is p*posins a national campaign il tttg
I'tp-youtrr group-t6 build YCND. lhe carnpaig'n-191 l{ryJ
nusi be efrectec particular\r at uorkinfl clasa you.tn '
hle are not opposed to mobillsing middle claas }rourn;
but r.'e .t" "oplJs"o-io 

te building a vror;ing clael-ygytit
moveroent and tlere Ls no reason to suppose that.wol''{1nE
class vouth are any more willing tc try for llhatcher or
Reagan-than middle cldsg Youth),

4) trtP youth branches nrn by CF supporters wiII be expected
t6 rla"tr-ui" ii+t td i*ir"il"nt ui-ganisation.of our-vollh-Prk'
Eac}r IdP youth Sranch leadershD trust plan out a campalgn r9-r
;il'M"i' ?-iiit-p iJsti""il=ai-tfre same time, -each-Is 

Djl^I?:11
Urancti nnrst also plan a seriee of livelyr regular, .'meerlngrB
;iilt-- erra;i speal* e-rs,/rilms/vitleos' etc.., on 3 "T1:1{^-"-I^**
Hti: ;":f *T*ffir : B,I3X $; "i' 3i" lni'li!3 i.E"tilE*qvfr :EIl
i;;.-;';-ilit i.""r,i"i--r"ilir"" ""cial even-ts to buliltl a soclal
ii'FE' 

"11"il[- 
inl' i.rF'v""*r 

-ijra-nctr . rhese evcntg rmrst be
;il;fii;;ii; ;i;ns *i;ttrr"-p"iiiicai meetings on local leaflets'
ffi'i-aie;;-craps aria it.a"-""io" .branches stroijtc be approachec'i;""il;;i io-ii"d:""J-;h; i-idJ irleos anc learrets" (copies
of all leafletB ,""i u"-"""i-i'o iyre centre). Regular sales.
i-cii-i""i-tE-drg-*riJ"a, t,rp youttt branchee should be asked to
i.ace a reEularr preliiio orher for cF and at} money from salos
must be sent to te c6iii"-resurariv. l,lp youth.branbhes_shoul-tl
di""r"s ancl write articles for CF' lJhere Dossl.Dre' srreer'
il;il;";itii- pd"t"-d- i;a- J iouaspeak or sf, o uld b e o rsani sed I

5) In the couree of 1983 we.shoulc crop the NLhYtd and con-.
66nt-t;"i"-i"stead on oi'i-*,isini our.eupporters as a tenrlency
iil,i"a -crl- ii," I{r,'rxr.l-3 i"d"i"s-c"-ritt-e-e should be replac etl

l[-t"r;!rti:: xiii'{e:;iitG"'3'steerins 
comrnittee )' An

implernent the asreed pglioy 9l !:"5lnc !$3llI;"11i,"3?"t$ *u
liet on the masthead tir e nn'lo' ^: :';r:i "



(2)

asree to sponsor.-11fl"x3ni,iri*:""t.":t?$t: H "I!j?:j::!il ?e"

i"ffi 3?::li'l*ffi::,9.,fu;[;:im;m:i :":l*::"Xlt;
litff : *?Itjto[u'"'iil;;;";;-u'o "re 

tr'" 
. "ii'it'v' 

- bn'-emu""'.
should frlom tine t" ifill"iil1i-6'il-"'pp"ters ar;'una the countrxr

iii"tti": tiriii-:t:y: m;":;q;"p,!iiii?ii,:i,!5,f::i:ii" 
-

il?*tt"oit?IEffit"3r"i'p- ;";ih iranches-e
il#; il"il- don' t cont'J'or' i[Ji"-i" ";i -t'*fl:l] ]lffiin ittf;{.il;iia;;i ila. set 

ry" i"HS:l E?ii$""lmia-ue set up *itl,
til:":i.'3?";li3ifu :I.::?=lfiF4",i$..ii:ii;i-*:* .;"t enable

them to take eontroi'ijt-ifrJ-l"cai t''p youth branch'

g

I

I

l
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(3)
'achievable tashs anrl then g.-o out and actuarJ.y achievethem.

:l xllit'r$ of.reports for leading bocies aad Ips!
1{ spea}ing at.-,.: meetings.of I.:p-youth branches,g) urganls1ng the. writing and prod,rrction of national publlciwanc propaganca materi.ar, - starting rriin ih;-,':=liAffii*"*p.is": -"


