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Coirades should also harre received the foLLowingl

IB 36 .. . GmLiffe and. Jones on the LP I

ig } ... c"iriiii.Tki*r"1r on imperiallsm, Drpont on the poriae,
PT'I( ex-i?tlL minority) statenentr Dt4pnt on S, i Afbioal
EUis on tbe W (tfris last d.ooument.hae sinoe been
withdrawn)

IB 30 ... Kendall reply to EVington, Collinq on women, Parsons
amendment, material on IMG/SL, KinneII on Ballytcelly

TB 29 ... fliurt on youth
IB 28 ... Joplin/trbaser on youth, Jopl.in on stud,ents
IB 2T o.. Gay oommission documentl La,3rton dl.scussion artlcle
TB 26 ... Demooratic oentralism ln IIILC (Jan.1983 ]IC), information

on TILC
fB 25 part two ... Amend,ments to Cunliffe Ferspectives, Carolan i'i

.1st resolution on I,P (reproduoed from IB21), Industrial
Perepeottvee (Ler"5r), Ottver on ttlganlsation, NC resol.utlons
on Ireland. and, @C

IB 25 ... Curliffe on hitish Perspectives
IB 24 ... International situation (OC), Kirnell on the economio

situatLon
IB 22+ ... Catrolan 2nd. reeolution.on the Lpe parkiaeon/trbaeer on wonen
lB 22... Ghieie of Fr & our tasks (oc)n Grasgow.'wst oir Bal.lykelLy
IB 21 ... Garolan, Kend.aJ.l,, Kirurelfl Oiififfe-resolutions on Lp
The Crisie la the Bnitish Section - EVirgton* Towards a,n rnternational Tend.moy - problems andt taelc (uorrow)* Platform of the WsL lnternationa}ist Tend.ency
l{omenfs oppressLon a.nd gocj.alist revohetion (CUnfiffe)
(*t
d,one

produced. outsid.e the centre, in ehort suppl.y: more coplee being
).

Out soon should. be:
IB 32 ... to be pnoduoed. in Coventry W cd parsons
IB 33 ... to be produoed. by some women od.s in Oxford.
IB 34 r r o o docrrnent by 3 members of the fnternationalist llendenay,

alreadSr ln limited. oiroulation.

coNllm,ENcB rs FEBRUIRY 18-19-20. pLE/rsE MAKE IIIE NEcEssany aRRANGE-
I.iISITS TO BE A3I,E TO ANRIVE INIDAY E\IEiIINO



Siuoe we rrere v€rlr diEturbett by the positioli anil boaduot of the BWL at the
Deoember IIIIX oonferenoo we ar|e tlfittlA to eneure tbat you lgro}' our aooount
aatt rdew of the oonferenos o

Oomrade IBIantl oaIE to the o onference, as dtlil tbe I& itelega.tior; 'to pro-
mote a set of orgeaisatiolal meagules. Elret they waated demooaatio oentralism
to be established forthwith (or altqnativ.ely s ttefiuitive, irreversible date to
be fixed some time thie year) quitd irrespeotlw of wbettro thig woulil be
politioal\y porinolple4 or orianisatioab,tf ?essibl!. 13' ihts nas not aohierr€t1t
it ras the inteation of. botb RtlL atrat IOR to tteolare a number of ailminietrative
D6&slrr€6o FiretLy, to aleolare an interiratlonal t€ndenoy to rftgbt for a alemodatio
oeatralist [It0ri-this tenaleaoy woultl beoone a faotlon if the traneformation of
TILC wq|e not aohievetl thie year. Seoond\r, to oal,I on those oomaa€B flho na0r a€ll€e
with thls perspeotivs insitLe those TILC seotiorle whlch tlo 4:Li to tleolara tentleDr'
oies iu sotrittarity with the new int ernat ional teatleuoy. It appearg that ia all
thls e political baBis foc guoh a tendenoy is regacdetl as Eeoortlary; for wbile
th€ al€olaaations hev€ beea made; re are Etl11 waitlng to see a politioal plat-
forn dooumdlt aetting out the teadenoSr t e positlone.

Sntlth went to Mila[ Ln November to att€mpt to perEuade the LOR oom'ad'ee not
to prooeeat d.th preoisely this oouree of aotloa; a,att he spok€ to Lelaral on tbe
phoae as. soqr ar h€ ariv€d. ln Bnttain ritb the sam€ enil ia vier'r. In both oas€s

he waB er1tir6\r rmsuooe ssfirl.

LETffER l[O mE RIIIFITSA

13.1.83 Cunliffe a,!il Strritb

llhetr the IIUC ooaf,erenoe opeued on Deoember 2Jt both Lelard aad the LOR

atterptetl to peempt the al€bate on d.emocratlb oentraLiem blr challenging the Etatu8

of tbe oorferenoe oaJ.liug for I t to'b€ tleolare<I au lnternational I

preparatory to a oonferenoe whioh $oulat establlsh a albmooratlo oentralist TILC

this sueler. Dring the tlebato on thie Le1and ealit tbat tlenooeatio oentrallgn
ras egsential beoaugo the sectretaaiat ourselveo plua Carolan) was lbaalrrupt r r

aDA worki!6 to rsabotager th€ rrork of TILC llhe WSL' he argueAt had falf€o nflcD

n

t
5

the oontrol of a trevieionist r majority of oltl I-Ct leaalorar drtt the leades of
the oltl llSL nere on tlrat
ore of tb€ nogt pollt€tt
the Iat ernat I oaI Situatlon doornert suhrd'ttett to the meetfug b1r the rutaninois

vote of the t{SL Exeoutiw ras "9L$ of shat we ueetl for a d€mo@atlo centraligt

Yet unaooountablY, oal lbaaoorrefusing to f,ieht agaiust
vooal oritios of the USL'

them. (
out ch:rlag the tlieouegi

llterllattoaaL tendenoYo

Sudden\r both the LoB antl RWL anoraoe 'thet none of thi6 1B neoessary'

In faot that ths ,"oo"ii"1ii".-si"o" tuo. ie aow less hoEoggnelty 1! TIIr

tbaa. at the time of rts f-Jma-ti;r; atre now told thot it le aeoeeaarSr to

establLsh alemooratlo o."iiJr*-*: a lrecequisite fe eEtaDlishing politloal

"*TIL"I aooept that this is an h9:Et.!:sit!on' llte IoR ln parttoular

ba?e arlrays beea the uo,it"i*itioB of fusio["- "i * inadequate or unrinolplett

basisr l!d6o.r it is d;il;;;;;'ti9" 91 "hi;18;""'i 
tls& stan'Is aoousetl

by the mR aad RtfLo r.t ;Ir.*ltiJ oeutrallsr Li.".".ii"uy a fi:'elon - anct the

RIIL aLt L(n, a8€ tl€martling Lnnettiate f,usLor' ttltb a- it*'tttrrpti 
' 

rrsrrisi@l'bt I

leadersbLpt



for itl

to+t*/2

[tre politioal reallty ls lnpa[tart f,u approaohln6 tbe g.roblcDF of tleoocu
tlo iu Ttrl,G. 1!81 the EIIC ttorbletl lB site rltb the
of and th6 . llheeE vclr tnportalt \r posed polltt-
oal laollqne lB tb6 novea to an lateraatlotral al€orccratlo oentrall'st etruoture
as roulil aay EiSBifioert glortbo Sharp IroblEDB hElt€ 8i8€8 la
firElotrs owr tbe last year. I! the ilst, Bltarp alr,ff@eaoes srupteal af orrltil th€
falvinag iraa anal aor erl,Et oo otbsr Ia
nlil-l'Etauisy. Ir tho IISA tbe firslon has eniletl ln a sp1lt rmds oontlitlolre
€vstl tho tCB oomades agreea at tbe Deoento oorf€renoo tbat EeiouE qusstlma
!€mafulEA uraoErereil.

Yet aow, rmtler tbese ooailitloast *E alo toLd tbat, thqugh eruyoaE agreed
re do not have th€ polittotil ootditloltg fc d€oooratlo o€atlall :t.l itr 1tJp rha
ve fonued tho IIIE on ths basls of th€ lFansttlooal Fogramo La Ioilayr s Class
Strugglot !!Er ln 1983r Ytth Belious ilr'ffseroe€ ilr;vlallrg u,st re do halre tbe baals

both of, theee

lssuos ln tb€ !u!r.up to ola

tle sttorg\r Eupportedl the lISf neEolution nhloh. Btart€tl frora tbe lmportaaoe
ud eet 0otobo' 1983 as a te&tlrrc target atatcof noylla to ilEooaratio oentlallsnt

by rbiob ne oould seek to 'e€&te the polttloal oordltloa3 for lt. Ia
there atre Bone otnrioue t eablesa€E in the resolution; it overstatea the organigaF
tional questiohs invohr€A in tt/centrallEE and tbus ovenEtates +he role playeal in
tho delqy iB ostabli.hins A/o by the orga'lsatiopal failtnee of other- llllf
seotiong. &rA it atoeE aot Arctl su*ffoieutly upon tbe l[lobleng that hBte ariEe!
from the bitish fueiqr. Ert in Soreral ite lin6 is a sourd,
rodoh to the politioal problem of egtablishing international

Dolltioel. ap.P-
t/oentratirm.

insisteat uporIIr our viet tho r6al r.eaaona w\y tbe lt{{L aad InR arc so
immealiate movos to ism have not been hon€BtlJr statetl.
opinl,on not fron asgesain6 the den€lotrm€nt of OILC whioh oould on\r be
ila,roagetl W ill-consider eti and femature organlsat ioEal tlansform8tion to a/o
but from the ilesire of both Rt{L and I.OR }eaderships to oreate tbe be.st oondi-
tioas to itrtelrr€De in the l{SL. It iB a,l attoopt to fintt the orgalri sat i onal artl'
erternal golutiona to tbe politioal irrobleme tbst ob'ttiously exlst ia tha. !'!SL.

It ariEsg itr our

), then

SE hsve rnade oul vietre olear or thiE. We thint< that tb€ IIILC seotlonE hane

everSr right - inileed a duty if thoy Eee things as set|iouglJ nrotl8 - to irterveri€
potiticairy la tbe !'!SL. Ilrt guoh an interrrention nmst be a p!!!$! o1o -
itrrorgh aloiuments and statement s - not an orgarieational ett6mpt to conalust aaal

load 6rganisational,ly the st111€gleg iu tbe !lSL. Sgoh an lnt€rvent ion ooultt on\r
distort antt atisrupt the politioal deilolopment of the strugSle aad of the oonrides
involv€d in that strugdle.

l{orses horevirr r w€ balierr€ that ode. LelandtE perepeotive fo! the liSL iE
to split it. Ee spolco on 6ever81 oooegiob,B in the Deoember confsrenoe qf th
rst&liniirttr methods ho beliewe exi6t in the IISL, anal deolarod hls aieterminetion
at sll coEte to fentl th6 conpromisotr on which he argues the fireioa iB baeed.
Intleed, if be holde tbe vi6r tbet the WSL leadership lE rrbanbuptrr and revi-
eionLstrl (einoe tho .WSt 'leaderehtp iE.iatsntioal to the EfLC s€oretariat
that iE not surprlsing. trnd in eeekin6 to Eplit tbo USL' cale. Icleaad doeg trot
geen too conoerned whioh octreE or ho$ nar\lr of tb€m aae alraru tonartls his tai'tner.

It is aot thational lbotelsrisn - of t&ich lre are no$ sudtt€nIy eoouEed - to
object to Euoh manoeuvres, wbioh oau dnly daqge, lf not tlottroy the oadre we hene
fougbt to aovelop ir nerNr yearE of patient etruggle. It is not rhational
llroiskJrismtr to expest intertational co[radee wlth rhon re hav€ been workin6 to
build an international t€naletroy to apt in an boEegt politioal faEhionr to have
sorne regard. for the prooeeE of politloal, derlolopn.elt ln the.larg€Et seotlon of,
TILC! a&d not to argue that thegr rant d/oortralidm for pclltloal. treasolilE rhert ia
faot the[r want it only in ord.er to mako an organlBatlonal manosultTsr



l^Ie have not reaohed our views on cde. Lslrnd.rs behdvior:r li8htly; hfi lltI
were inescapable havinr-; seen ,his coniluot at tlr_e December ^confereEce. 

He oalle(L

"p"" 
ihe tt1;ft" in the WSL to organise. He ca,lLecl in gffect for the membership

to rise up against the lea.derrqhii. Since the TILC 91:nf-eren3e 
he has remained '

in Lond.on in ttre'f1at oflthe oniy t*o Ironclon edgs; that'we lcrow of who srrppoqt : .

tbe formation of a tend.enoy. He'- is conetantfy pnouing I'{SL members an} mryli}E- 
.

i[.r-i" tora"o to enoourage a struggle against- the leadcrship - both 'the old WSIr

and the oltl IGL,. ;Lmd. we Os,, *q.r;ily.'nEgative oonclusicnq from cde' Lelapdts 
-

il;; "itit"a" at'the IILC conf,.rnoo"".- g" .roi;iry-.ua-n.t make a ingto P|Ii:
.tioal interveation or contribtrtioa throughout' the entirc 5 rlays' EVcry one of ni1 "

contributions was on an oraanisationat level - mostly. plainly factional in gontent'

ffi;#;;trr"-*""-nr."iiii"ily-;;;d to tor." a politilal contriYi?" : ll,llur,
ai"ittiito"rr.iiorr*I d.ocunentts seotion on the IISri, and on womenfs oppressionl(the.
/iustralia,n,od,e.;; ;;;iliea-a-aocrrment and. voiced d.isa,greements with aspeots,of,-

;il;;i^f#i": he wour.cr. n9t co ;;:-to,r-r*uni"-oirpoessiin he :pnomised'e"n eveutudr

written regponse; yet the d.elate-is an important dlvelopment for TILCr a'nd' the SE'

ra".:U"a seen it as:the most impoii*rt oqntritnrtion Sooialist Fisht-could- make.

to the fight for an international tendencet travellin6 aII the wey from:iustralia
to present it.::r,Jrid-i;-;;;;"irine t{sl, cctes critieiL of-his silence th"t.l:
had-to navoitl provoca.tion[. Yet on in org.:nisational. levc].][ere was no provo-

oation Lelad. *""-";t p".po*a to l>romotel whike on'the political front the I''oR

;;;;-;;",1"-*riJ.I iiJt"tiititii""-o"'6ve'v iopio' including thr: d'ehate on women:

lthe wqrst aspect of Leland.ts a-political poeltions, 'however, was-over Steve

ZandtheSLDC'Hectl'smissed.Steve'."'''s}tystertr,llapettyo1ooktlarrtl..a|rco[F' p"i"iu!t'iflF.- E;-*;t;r, to say that he had held this view of 'Steve since

before th--eJFpsipn. This kind of'thing raisos a number od prol:lems' It also

raises the q*estions as to what was tf,e motivc behind' the Rl{Lrs fusicn with a

Broup }ed. by sgch a pcrsolrc Wityr: sucfr an attitu<le it was plainly impossible tq

crea,te a construstive or conoiliator3l" framework for fusion, as LeLand'olaims' was

the oase. 
:

This type of rlenigfation, charaoter assassination, also.raises othef. prob-

Iems, sinoe ttro-orrf,'G;;i;'rJ mo, in the l1rotslryist movcmnt whc use such-

extrOme arra aas,agini tnaracterisations of those with whom they disagree are

Hea1y a.nd. Bobertson. i'Ie say t;it ;" cdes who have constagtly defended' - alrd

will conti.nw to defend - the general direction cf the BrIt as one toward's thg

w,crking clqss i"A-"r+-fro* "uitl 
pclitics! *il not in a Spart clirection' But

Leland.rs deliberate statements carurot be ignorefiand' rmrst be seen as linketl to

llhere is to be a TILC inquiry into thc breaktlotrn .of the-US'ffrsion; trut this
kinrt, cf commcnt docs. not inspiru-lorrtiaunce iu r:s that f,eland'rs motive was evo:r

to make f\rsion trork.
d' Snith bY P:esenting a ratherIn the;'July IILC meeting, Le1and embamasse

obvious point h" ;;-,0"d" *t"i"-"orfin" megtilA-.as if it was a profound' statement

and. a gfeat oontribrrtion,to tne aeveiof'mcn1 oii'1r"*i"r. It.'no:. in fact a part

of telandrs tlipLdmat,ic, public-re.Lations style'.'rf:*.1.'ro*9h 1-11"'builtLing 
of a

movement, qn approach whioh r""t"-opo" iftg *lti"oOion of pcrsonal ties ancl'

loyalties in plaoe of what strorrti i;-ir"iiiio"f ,*a"rstanding, political ognf,r-

d.enoe arrd. respeot.

I'his attitude has now been ]nrt shaiply i-nto reverse in snrithf e case; he is
now brand.ed as a trcapitqtrate to-revistouilm" and a demon r:f rrnational Trotslfy-

ismfr. &lt it is a aointer to ";r;-;;-;h9- 
rclitios we bavra felt for some time are

pr.obLeins in the llut. Tbe-c1ear;;I;;dle-of this in or:r opinion was the d'ostl-

ment on the organisational Ctisis pregenterl to the RrdI, 19q2 confetr';nce' 
-..

That there i,{as a crisis is -orear; whethei.- it was- o:eaniqlticinal in iis roots

is less so. a.t"oerieiiiy-irr"-*s wa' of ,tackline that-c,isis was to hoBdl'a

conference so Largely d.evo5.a orfriiti#,r ai"*ssioi on tle situation in the

USA, an6 centref,in"i""a aror.rna ih;t iyp; r:f closgment' at a time when the stfL
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needecl to ttirn outwalds, it turned' inwards to a motluuontal seBEion of self-
examlaation. llhe dnoumcnt goes into tlctai1 about the relationshiP batHoen the

leatlerEh-ip aud the membership. It evonr fo? erarnPle I takoB deosions of tbo

wholo noveucnt on the kin4 of aPProaoh and kinC of Letter l€Ir,nd BhouLd lrrite to
iridivitluale nho hatre latrt the R$t - wltb teland assigned the

to preparc one such letter.
Build.ins and holtlin6 together a oovement bJr such nethods we feel ie rmhealthy'

Of courEe tho leaderslliP mrst 1ea,d and hold tho movoment togcthort
aIiBp!opo.rtlonate sei.ght of le1iaaoe upon Pelsonal I'ntervent lon betvleen inalividual

l eadership od'es and inclividual ncmbera is in our riett wrcn8. In arv €vent it iB

a regime ttret cannot be Eustai4etl.in a },?rger o!8anisation. llhe leaderehiP rnrst

lead tbrough its ca1 corrtributioo to the dheotion of, the movsment; anti it

(rt)

hrt suah a

unrst at the e3rne time allort tho muvement and. tho intlividual ocles Et looal 1eveI

to dcveloi: indePeudent pol.itioal initl ativo a&d araly+ ic$I eLille' Tho coaqlu-

s1on of the dccument wes (ndte thc revere s sit calIed for mcle cisolplino anal

rriron oea

orr
movcmert.

tralisnf €,s the BaY fortrard.

oao such over-oentielLisat ion only a'ffect th9- intcrnal politios-of the

It rnust also -a^ffcct tUe-approaotr of the RWL to,tho working olass'

It iB for e:cs.mple an u,re6oll,Bil flEBtery ir tbe confLicts whioh led to tho

breekdom of the US ftt"f* "" io hou oio 3of, U', a pC meob€r of long starrtl-lngt

lenlling a Local in one oi-tbe moet oosnopolitan cities of the L$" oould hat'e

hatl so mrch ." t mo*urrt i-" it"ti-"*' thu ccT ett ?oLioy in relatiou to the
[0pen Borderst s1o6ea. aB a

[open Soraerg'r is ito new isEuei it has a long hiet oryfttemand in the US

labour movument and uas if.. "t*aini 
poLicy of the hotel unfon oaucuE ' It wae

tha centre of a particul*i,-fr."t"a-albato- t:etueen va.rioug tentloncles and the

spart s uho took a raciet-i.ii:e of oppoeition to fre slogalr' It is hard to see how

oal6 Bob oould either aavo-teen -r"ir'o" of this oor traG funoticned fcr. so 1on8 in
the lbadership of laborr-mi**"i *"rr. in the 3ay lrea iri+hout encourrtering it
and raiBing anSr tto:bte he may bave had.

It is evrjn morc 51a prisin6 that in an organisatlcn ;hioh legttinately pritleE

Itself upon its seri.ous i-" ti trork a,mongst {hs most oppressetl- lagial' national
.rra "uo."f 

groups in the USn, a ode oould havc anJr rooln for doubt aB tc the
oorreotncgs of thc Opon Sora6rs ionand - let alrme a rloubt'eo deelFrooteal €s to
merit phone cal1s to Detro(t, the holillry3 up anrl eventual intcrference ia a

crucial trade urio[ oauous loaflet, aad cvcntt ally requirin6 a 1l-p'a6e ex-
planation as to uhy the d.]mantt is aaoeptable:

This ertremely labor:reC aplnoach to what shoulit be a straiP,htforTaril issue
of principle - opPosigg racist imrniSra'tion oontrole - is also eohoed in the
tend.enoy cf the RI,IL toward.s .eleotoial abstenticnism - bnokr:n only W painstekin€
an6 soui-searchiBg dobates on whcther critiaal sut{rort can bo extcndqd to parti-
aular candidotoe fuom other labollr movenont organiaations

That this prooeee of tleliberotion finally sesured a docision to givo
critioal *ppori to an $lP oaldi&ate i'l St. Loule should perhapg bc take1 a's an

enoo.gagingi iig11. Blrt the na*ow baei s on +rhioh th€ matter has bee'tr apDroaoho6

- af orrJtn6 liies of tris there gl[Lti!6, artwlheoe, in gI[ of the :rolicics of the
SIlp whioh we migbt I aonoe ivabJ.yl&Eo-Ei'IT icatty, ro{.',nril as a -partial step
forwartt for the-rorking olaos? - BFPear I to uE to be B€otarian anal Hrolrgheade'I'

In ertonding critloal flrpport to Labour canCitlatee in hitain we 
'Io 

Bo-EL
beoauee of, btrt [espite thoir programne - however nle1"tr their pronounoament s.
ge support them E!ffiidate" lf a party throueb whose oleation the florking olas6
oa.n ai- Ieast expre5s its politioal re5ection of, thrs orgt Paraties of the bgtggo-
oisie, and. tropclfrtly take a steE fi:rtber fomarttr pgtting- donal4s_wbich riU tegt
out aa4 

"*pou" 
th"rL oa,nrlitlirt es I bearning tho.need1 to qo beyon Labourite politics

to build a rowlutionarJr learlership.



Letter to nWfUSV5

IntheUs;'wberetherrchoicerrbeforemostvotersisbetvioenthetwinpartigs
oftheaFpitaliststate'theeducationalva}ue:facend.idatewhoglainlyEte,I.Is
apart from theso .psrrtisg *,a "iti*" to repreocnt the oplressod 3nd exploite'l iE
thatitcansctworkersthinkingpolitically.Ini.ilcntiflingor:rselveswithtlre
campE{igrr to get such o*aia"t."""iected, while arguina of- course our o!{n distina-
tive .politios, we oan t."uou it""" seotions of workers and miiLttle olass people

influ6nced tV tfru carraiilii, 
-"r,a 

fropofT Uy ccnvince them that our politics arifl

methods are superior. ;;?r"v "" ;o"po"itiurity for tho Progrqme of 
, 
a caodi-

alat e to whom wo extend. critici 6p:.ort; ue ceary n') obliSation- to nount masE

oampaiggrs; our numbers ;;;iit"";; are 
'nfortrurately 

not '-ilfficientry 
large to

create a Tastly inflat"A "otn-iot 
the cttioolly-g,ppoite,1 cendi4ate - but ev€n if

we were able to do sor fle coulC reooup proportional credit '
llhe apparcnt 1y morbitl fenr of being ta'intett with thc pclitics ?l ---oI builililr8

mass support for - the sr{p and other leit or6anisatione rEans that the RWt stalrds

unneoesaarily remote rrom eiuttio"" anil thus from the daily loaLity of political
life as it is seen W t;; ;;j""ity of thc r'merioan population' rlith.no parties

to whom ue advooate o"ni-o"iiioJl supiiort, .anrl. no oonoreto orgsni sst i oral steps

t oward.s erren the ,roorei--J ioo"i-r,"rii. Pity orgr:nisaticns, our 
. 
propa6anca for

a wcrkete I govcrnnent in the USI emerges as mor; abstract inan it aeotl co - an'I

thusmoreremotcfromtheezistinSlevelsofoonsciousnesgandaotivityofthelffi
uorkorsl to rahom we must a..rlC.reBs ourselvea'

llhe abetraot nature of this approaoh is surme'l u? in the flont 13ae ertiole
on the auturm 1gg2 eleo;io;e in the'oct-l,tov w.orkers sirug3le. Serraath. the rrhriLdl

a gorkersr Partytr headl I;;-;";;" a fLeeting rlferente tT :y in the article to the

lever of ur0[ financial ;;r&; i"; the hoeEeg' DartieE' Blt this point is not

expa;06e., a&. thouGh urroiytf,iog i" the remai-ndei of the text 
- 
is 

^correot ' 
it laoks

anJr agitati@al erJge t"-rltiiii" worker oontaots in a stru:]gle for a political
pBrty of the US trarie rurions.

iirn agitritional arti'ole, aiured at builcLing within the electicn oamDaigat e

fight for a reel tabor eart,i w,:rrra have foousEea- on-iu" rever of generai trade

union financial baoking ;"if"-1"'"o'ut" anC eoit anrl from that' directed tonarclg

tlemands a,nrl policies trtor:eh whioh worlce13. cal. beein now to fight in each tovrn

end city in thei! ,rio,i ii"f" io break thie liBk*and organise a Labcte Party'

Sqckgrolrndarticlesoouldha,veeraminetl.f,rots]ilrlsdiEcussionsonaUs
Labor Party, Poasiblv ;;til {n" o*""t "tt"s;i;; 

in the hitisl l"P"* Partv

- evsn Eome or the reroil's-irl"t i """f 
IIesIth service ' 

eto') uhioh have beetr

seoured by even ,""ot:."'"iy'i'lt]trr so"**ents: and couLd also harre relgheituP

the r,realor€eses and str;';t"rr" 
-"i 

irr.-.r.ction oimpsign" I,,, by. ih: left sroupst

etplaining exattl'y wr'y-il 
- 

"xt"aa 
eitica":' *ppoti io ttti= or that gloup of

oanditlateE.
t|hilsthetleoisiv€factorofooursererriainBthebuildingofal{arxistoadre

Partyr it is our vietr irt"ii" trt" most active;iP'h;;"" for s serious mass party

of the IIs workinB .rt=lr?tti'"-J'oott"" or tnat party a<lopting a serious

programme of transi't:'oih;ia"i"'*i"iit ag'""t-'a"' the Rl{tr could make far more

imoaot an ongst sorker irlirt*t"-' ifil sinpry W-r,roclaimin€ in gene"al the neefl

f oi a "workers 
t partyo"';;"i"i-"g it opoo 

-t'o'" tf,"-'"ua"" Io assume that thie is

u.-- pt""arr,.vtn for- simply ioinina the RI{t'

Thi's was simply a single artiole iu one. iesue - albeit an inportant issue '-

of worEers strus,:ire. 
'*i'Trl-r*i-it-i" 

'yrrrt"iiii" ";-;h; orientation of the RI{L'

$hioh aloes 4. ptoiuot-ii";ii;;-"; "" th; *e;il*tio" o*poisnins for a La'bor

Paxty' an.l has reported;;-;;;" work in it" 'i,Jii-(r.troit)'rooar 
aimetl sireoifi-

o"ffy'"t agitating for a Labor Party'

It is appBopria'te for theae guestion: t-cl, b" discusseil nowl both in tho co!-

tert of rhe orisis *ri i"tr"li'i""i.r-i* the^usr':; "ii-i"-trt "d!:*.f of the criti-
oiems raiged bv th(: di;;;-"i;;;- work of irtl wsl in the Bitish Irabour

l[ovement .
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Letter to BWL-IrSV6

It was dlsappointlng to hear no res?onse frora Lola,nd, on the cnrtline eectl,oa
on tbe I,SA in tbe- Iutermitiqraf doctrnent tabled at r€ IIILC. ]Ie hope that there
rtlI be seri.oie politloal d.isouesL on these issues, and on what differences the
RUL rould raiEe rrith tbe II$L, .Tltr.ts discuEslon mrst be6in at one i,f TILC is to
gurvive.

In our 'rrlow it is political debate and' ofari.ftoatlon whioh.is oentral to the
d.evolopment of tILCs end whieb aloae o4'trg,y the baslg for d,enocratic centralisnro
It is thue partioular\r regrettablp that ia place -of politioal dlisoussion w[at
hag been ;roposed, by tbe LOR platfoln and, IWL in the fornation of a tend.enoY - with
aa yet no political, pl.atforn .. is ast soLution to a politioal
problen -. oDo uhio-h oan help neither
curreut\r rrnd,erw.ay in tho tISLr

in TfIC nor the d.iecrrgsions

We r:rge the BWL.to reoonsicler this line of act:ionr .arrd to witHran' Son the
interudtional tendenonr, the loglo of whioh is torards ever greater orgerrieatlonal
divieions,and politicai oo6f'uslpn in IIILC; antl whioh oan dlo notLins in oqncrete
terms to adnanoe towatrd,g tho objectiveE it olalms to be pur$ringr

For our part we re uin as oommitted. ae ever to the .bruildlne of IDIICI to ite
establishment on a d.r/central.iEt basie, and. to the aotive partioipatlon of the
WSL in that work. A; it iel 'despiie o1aims that, the S'earetariat ig trbarkraptrr

a,nd rrsabotaginAl, the work, we have loya],ly inrplemented the maln tlebigionE of tbe
July meetfng, anA du1y, p:repa,l.ed. new pol.itiaal itosurnente wbich we presented, to
Deelnberla iirgsfy non-polit.l.oa1 rneet"ingr, We need. aci external enooura6ement, nor
d.o we need lessonE in internationalism, in ord,er to oamy on the work which we

began withtre dra,ftins of the found,ing-progfa&rq atio dosrrment of IIILC; and. whlch
we have prrrzuecl omeistently since thon. Incl.eod. our rqk ir-r fightlng for the
political developre..nt of lllt0 cotrlcl be greatly assiated b;r a more Eerlors and.
politioal approaoh Sorn od.os to the very real moblems that ellat anct nnrst te
resoJ.ved. if, |[IIC'is in fact to be tra,nsformed, into a demoeatio cent!'allet
internatlonal teadency, ratber thau transfornecl into an arpolitioal faotional
battlefielrt.



mE nn1{l TETIDE{CY'I JND OIIR RESPONSE [O IT

Carolan

BILG is, barring sone unllkely fiiracler' already effeotively sBlitr
The tliffere. aces in Eoala antl methoils are. already vast between lne lyd rringe r"

the flSIr on one eid.e I *a nfff. ( andl, Ieie so p€rhapg, t!: -4n ) on the 
. 
other ' tlhat

nakee tbe situatioD irreoonciiabli ie not the formiJ. itifferenoes but the farrf " "

that the sectariang of the Rl{L antl LoR ba\t€ plainlyr'antl nee oI }"F:. aPealyr
taken. it as .their goal to reiipalel the TILo after th€nBelv|eE r Fla to td,w ofl:f. .

. uneeeimilatie pacte. All pnoportlons 
'uara64, 

the tork of the 3t'1L ln TIJ'C is' like ttiat of, the BaLr:ninist lftf4noe ii:r Sooiat D€mo@aoy .$1thin tho Sirst
Interflation€I. There ig no reo'oaoilitrg thlE. €rpassioliEt oult t

IILC bae been a serieg of freguent (an'a'U"afy prepared) internatlonal ooofer-
ences. uith a sharply ;yi[ attenaaaoe, albeit -ri.tA a core, au4 an ertiemely
flims! orgaai Eat t onit "ti.i#*e between'.oonforenoea. 1[hqrs hag not been .homogenelty

i;-p&iii!J-ii;;; ;; mroh leal lcrowreilse, sectios b5r seotioar-of eaoh otherrs
;;"i-G;il iii,!"i-iL ui ;J;iti"hlaia ,ius*eri;n a,d &itish' T"*li")'

Tlre. oore eLenents. of rp1L,C have relatetl to dach othecF as a loose f€d.€rationr ''
not a po.Iitibal tentL€roy.

TIIC has for the }ast 18 noatbg oonsistetl oi the foUoiri?g relatively stable
elemente.

- a) On the g'eotarian Bider'th€ RWIFITSAT an orgarrieatidl ool:oi-ou:\r 'moaelled':
on b modifiedl 'ariant of tt 6 Spot*ietsi ,aria ia marry rraye politioal^Iy Urldsd.e-

""fop"a.-it 
geleote an6 organised inttiviiiualg by wqSr of a ue{irork of latenei\,€

per"on*f relationship'-("i-tfr" """tre of whloh ls tbs'6uo of l€1a[d .S. antl Peter
-S.). f" thiB gpeoifio polltloe are plainly eeoontlary' ' '

lflany of their. po]itioal positiong are derivdd fuou o ae'a iltlute'L versLoa

or ill- sp"rt*1"1ir, politioi. r.l"y q*r" - tom $hat Irve.aeea airl bavs been

told by the ootraales *h";il ,,i"it"a lhe tis/i - thq g.Cliisl]r9ry].onaacter
of a ouLt . Their tt owards the olass i oonoernE make therii rocth talking: to 1 - 

liut ' ..

I do not share od sEitiG #,r*tio" of then. Their labour monemeat rlolk lE'

itself seotariau, d"void.:oi-p"irii""r p"rsp.oti.r., oonoerned. rith clrarinS people

into tbe organi'ation.Io tfr"'t""t" of intense o.rsonal relationep irith politios

;;; fi;h;:;;;a"iy.- til"-;iispute in san rbanoieco about the Bt{L position on

ropen beilere' - ,t"r.'i'i"-ifri. ii";! ifi"::tl, theu conoetled'' the call to Bo!&p

imoigration oontroL: ' showa thisl I thirik) '
Om the Eaoe secia:riarr si'I€ of TILC there is the LOR I a far 

-more 
normal tJrpe

of or8anisation - p.aiily, I tbit*t ot tle Eeotari"'i-piop"g*dist' sortl oonoeriretl

wlth oonparisone oili'iarye" ttiiit"r-a"";i-r-"'l"i"et i'bout their work tb

be aIrI6, but I would t" ""to'-a"a 
if that oo""o"t 

-aia 
"6t 

to "o'" 
ertent tle-fosus

tbem from orsanising i; il;;i;;;.-rn"-i"*"aii-ry ileht-*i"a"a yv.tl"v proposetl

to go for a split io i[t 
-wir.,-- 

'o'" 
ot r""" opJiry-Foolaiming last Au€ust - 1E

ia itself almost Proof of this'
The IOR iE altogether politically supelior to the RtIt' an't ttiffe!€nt alEo ia

beinA politioaf a$a Uonesi I wbere tLe RllL Efrifii ana oU"ig"" its supposed politloE

opportr:nisticalLYo
Ilowevet, if eithe! LoB or RWL eriBtea in hitainr they rould be aarong otr

most sectarian critics, ""'a 
tf'" BrlL aarong o* ttroli"l"*""otta *a clisbonast critlos'

b)ontbeothergitleofIILCtberelsthel,|slandtlreesmalfgroups-prerriously
"""ooitt"d 

with ita ora i'sl.,-iii i-ii oo'po"""t" - tm' the PIT ( former RtrtL

minoritsr), ar.I sooialist-risht' L' ?9 fq. * 3-,f:H#ti:i:t.litt#"I " ;lt
il-;;id"i; eJet i'n rrLC' this is it - thoush-c

tryius to pletontl th"t ;i";:i;t^Jt'ioi""i Eifferenoeg rithin thiE nuoler'

It need.s to be adtled tbat the TAtr'1 rho soem-to me to be vety serioue 8na boneBt

peopler flould te *"y toli*o""ii"- "-"I't""itt 
gitle of the oId l{sL patt of the ne$

WSt, ","r. 
theY iu lritain'



2

The llaclrney group ha6 not existett f,or gome time, aud half of the o1d grory (two

comaateo) no support the tentl,onqr.

No$ the Beotaria$ wing of TIlc haB set up an internaticnal tend€ncy and oaLlea[

for a parallel tendenoy ,IthU tU" I1gto Tbea ea r the interlational teutlenoy ri1l
beoonie a faotlon in S-ptember 'l!83 ualese ttLC t" tleclaretl tlemocratio oentralist '

The tlistinctlou iB rather rmanirglesa: at th6 tfsl summer sohool they fimctionettt
or at 1east th6 RUL tlitll. rmder hird fa+.i oaal tlisolpline (for example, the threat
of expuleion ftom the ntll was hold ov€r anJrone refiEing ,to waLir out at our Falk-
ita"-a"t"i"l.- urr""" the nen I{SL oomplieJ with the Et;LnOB t s a-politioaf ultima-
tu.II by septorbor tll.i F year, they will beoomi a publto faotiou - if tbeir tleolar*'
tion ioes not meaa that, ld ts dirfioult to eee what it d'oes meal'

Ihe ttiffeaenoee ia TILC are far wial€a than the questiou of whether. to ar.lrunii

ourselve g to a Cemocratio centraliet framew'o?k by a Siveu' date' l.lhuB ths ultimatun
lE rea1ly to a.6opt the fuLl.range of seotarlaa p-ofitl"" of thb EI';L an'i 1,6. -Cftit-

6ver iB deoitted. about a deuocratio oentraliet III,C I the tendenoyfaotlon o!8a.ni s€'t

otr thiE range of politlos will not dissolvei the ortrr wiLl Ue fdl the RWI-I gation

of TILC.

the rIEl is aLreadJr spoIls thie logio out. Ihe neoeo earY
t€ndenoy u'il1 inevitably para1leI that of the iaterrrat lona1

The RwLfPR tendency in the WSL er,ntl that 1s ur6sda.b1y, it seeme to mel what
tleve l opmeut of
tendencyfaotionl rhJ.oh

orir

bv the lretenoe
ffifi-$EE-.e

ito
Some of its menberB may not loor', it, but th€ tendenoy iE formetl in responee to

the oa1l of the IOB ana nWi for an internatloral ten4enoy to fight for a tlemocaatlo

oentlaliet TM. The tlTrhae been.prepared l Bo to speak, over a long tinel durirl8
vrhioh the oorratleg in it havo faliasisea tiat IIILC le ri real internati oual t and' a
corEaale on the EC has played th€ olorm ln tho organlsation with a IILC pullover.
TILC, for these oomrad.-es I he,s been a l.triil of maSerlellef; and fo them nowl the
RHIJ aud LoR 'are TILC ohatlenging the revisi'on/I'Br the fc'rmer r-cL and the
deg€nerates of the old 'IISL.'

Any denlale that thb t€ndenoy is a LOp/RWL t€nil€noy will eimply be 1i6s on the
part of the original nuoleus - antl the Lies ril] be an iad.ioation of the real rela-
tioaehip of the IBWL tentlenoy I to the WSL,.

The faot that the tenalenosr iras political rootg in the old 1{SI and belatedly
tTies to pu:esent itself as fiLhtrne- ror the roltt WsL traalitiont (on tbb LPi'fiir
example) does not seiiously chan6e this. llhis tendency has been shapect antl formetl
by the efforte of, the ilsIL from th€ rrar material r of the disEatisfiedr the
Beotprian-inc1ir6d., ard yorug antl politioo,Uy uneduoatetl and inexperienoetl nembeorg
of ttre oId llSL.

Over tbe last year, or longe! r though a frooess of rinteventiont at the srrt ner
sohool atttl a long sta;B in tbis oouatry W Lel.and. S durlng vrhiob h€ has eoueht out
the ttisgruntled, antl in an a-polltioal way ouLtivated. dupporters in the t{SL, the
forces for thia tendency halr€ been sel,€ctetl. They have t€en g"iven a perspective of
either ohang'ing the WSL to the liking of, the RVJI,fJG ( antl themse lves) I or, if they
oanrt do that, of oarving out of lt the nuoleus for a nen orgalc,isetlon. This ls the
tthiril wave of, Spartsl - aixd mall]r colracl€B ghorrlt[ be ar,rare f]om bitter paet erper--
ienoe of what this impl,ies.

thathaa effeatively split TILC. !!g,gE
be solit toor

Caution a&d tolslanoe are sometLmes vLrtuesr But to refueet in January 1983r to
face up to the roal Eituatioo in TIIC and tbe !6s1 paoBpeotBt oan on\y help the
eeotarL an rrreckere maximiee the alamag€, and the oentral thing nor muEt be to minimiee

.r+**

' The lx.ooes8 of interv€ntiou by the RviL irto fItC a,nd Lnto the WSL iB well lBown
anal need on\r be triefJ.y outllneal hereo Ttrey Joined TILO with a soaroe\r disguise'I
lntention siurp\r to ilisplaoe tbe existing lJIi seotion. 0n the baeis of the attitualee
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and oomnetrts of the RHL leadeurs about the SIrIC tluring discusgions trith the oltl
ll;i EC-;; a representative of the r-cl, the oourse of tho rfusionr ia th€ IlsA tras

p""ai.t"a tB monitrs a6o - and has d.eveloped to sohe'lu1e'

The BWL lgaderg had a lorger-term sohedule fo! tbo IISL' ThqT orgai se'l ar inter-
,r"rrtiii ;;1;; ;"*";-""rroor last year ln whioh they funationeil rmdeur.tlLeoipllnet

,iii i'jrii r"""; rii;trne"r-Jioo"iio"- of assignnents, eto. flrev qrt thelr oomarlea

,-ao ai"Lfpfine to waLk"orit ot or, 6ebate on tb€ Falilands war. They interrreneil as

;;; ";;ii" o"e-ri""tion ir oro. ilisoussLons, aLbeit wttb the blade of, thei-r

fir"ti"*"f prlve"'irrned. towaras the er I-OLo [lhev-thenebv 1ru"t31:1 ?-o]:o perspeot-

ive of splittir* th€ ""r.wirr-rnii" "oniirruirs 
uad"n a Btnok€aoreen of aickeningl

obseErious flattery towa tli the oltl WgL leaders'

t[hat they w€le up to was r€vea]ed plalnly @ the wagT they taotioa'lly ohose

Lssues to fight oa - tor er"npfel thea cliplonatioally avoittetl premature olasheo

on the IP.
Thev oultivatetl inttivictuals 1n an tlpolitical way, ehifting alttt cha:rgiug aspeots

or ti"ii;;iii;;;"-if ilo"1i"c ".ir" io catoh wird." For erampl€, their nritten
materiel on women woura noi inollne them logical.ly towarils the Todd group in the

womente oormission of the WSIJ! eometun8 olsc di'L

At 1a6t,i,rr6r6tts TILC oonfereaoe, togeth€r lrith the IOR, they Fulled a faotional
'coup tr-tn .a d.ooj.sioB about how the'Deoember TILC- oonferenot P:. 1:-b?,:"9-*::t
whioir auouateal to deolaring TI1C tlemooratio-oentralist then anal there (ia Auguea,

antt pleparj.Dg a d.enooaatio-oentraliet oonfer€noe in December. Ilhls 1{&r the baeis

of th€ bitter dispute o" trr. iir"t aay of, last Deoemb€r I s TIIC oonferenoe.

t!

IIaviEg got a uotwork ol contaot e irl th€ o1A $Stt tbey w.6re able to uP the arrte

arountl the issu€ of a alemocratio centlaIi st TILC. In Deoembea they
l€d on their Bupporters to organisel

a numbdl of those who are now.members of the tentlenoy had been asaemblefl

(t"e.tir"r-ritt .o*"a"" such ae To6d an6 l,odrea C whour tbe BlIl had also been
'tro;kilg on, but who frave not joined the tenilenoy) at the TILC oonferenoe to
lleteu to lJetanal StE at rsj.; a:p;fitioal d.lata'itl s, arrd to the seotarian 

'l-iatllbogof the lORr

*d*

***

In fact, as I argued in response to-the d€oleratioa at the lllto ooaferenoe of

a tentlonoy by -the LciR ""#$i;-i;i; tendenoy. coulat lot be on\r on the questlon of

TILC. lltre RWt/IOR forr u-ai"Iioot-seotariar terr6enoy in TILC on ma.y questionst at I

luevitab).y - a.nd, I rru* il-ii"ti, lntentionally-- ir'" oalL fcnc a tendenov was the

call to organise on u rnr,oil '*'ig"'of 
qo""tlons in ai"p"t" or in confuslon within the

WSL; or guestione ,nnr.n I'"riT-araeii'd- rn W. hook or by ocook to driv€ a wedss

iuto the new l{SL. tn" ,r"i-Mairrol, fr-tn" tlsihao tlury ana togioatlv ob}i€erl. rts

platform ie the platfor. f", "-""fr 
organisatioa ] a-#ste.atiia11y seotarian oall-

oature of the o1d }ISL.

O

The inmediate purpoBe of tb€ B$L/LOB e"g:1rw is to try to spllt the existile

flsIJ baotr into its."i";*;;";;" -ii" oraflst,'"ana the I-CL. lltreir.proparnme for

achievins this waE "p"ti:d[;;by 
l'"i-'a l-t"t*"-tr'" ti"''it"t* atrtLienoe of vorug

WSL,ere fron l€ioester JJtfi;; ";-ir'" trrf 
to"r"'""tt-o*" ChrlB-tT?B' It ooulil

be slll neil up as: rl[ake ri"""iit-*ri iist"r-fielrii-- il"t isr t[r holdin€i th6 sun of

an organised' mlL tenaen# to-if'"f' head's ' 
foroe-t" *oU "" 

po""ittt of 'the oltt IISL

within the lew,nsl t","".;;*i';"ilil;i. to tnl=ol-"".a iuio aretreat floo the

politios we have ,o,xta ili"ioit1v-i;-ilt ""'n 
llsl' over the last 18 monthe'

The tentlenoy wllL reoruit 6u a€"itation -around 
thist ilema6ogioally appealiag to

a sectarian oarioature ti;in"-"ra-wst tra'ditioii' 
--ii-in"r 

st;ooeea ln rressuriglnS

tu.- "ia 
rlsr t"ud*, i,,ti- "oppo'tine - or *t'Tt*;::"il;f't"t$."fi"-#"*

"lit".r-i*ir"rr 
ther this wili- firther one of the

wSL ever more tleep\r u"*iii" "aaro 
and -tr:rn. a "ection 

g€r ti alray from nass-movs-

ment oriented work in r;; o.i;-th;y aontt, ilr.viiii-""*"it on the subsequent
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!i#'or tie tiries that !{iko J rhoj tosether rith Chts E (a1so ia the
tendenry), ha,E ! epeateally tlenormoed me in the Ll!'erpool tqratloh oaa agot of
ItrpilllaliEo 'irithtn,the orgcnisat loart r rlofl iletrouDo€a.od Srnlth aa a robarletantr

ItlBa

A etgal tool ia corrade'Ifuntrs youth. docurneut. It is a straage doorrnelrt f,roD

the oorcads rho has been our fulI-time youth o. rganise foa most of
Donthg: he rriteg as if he b€ars 40 respca eibillty
back fron two yealal J.eave ,. ovgrs€ag. Ee eays he
the Aooun@t ie La effeot a teadenoy ilooumeot.

for the ro:rk aail haa Just oome

ttisagreea rith the tenateooy, hlt

, Ie Brit tg inte[tiot to fonegtall tbe te?alonoJa E5.tber ray the seotarlaos r5.n1 .as

I have arguecl ebonrc i
.in e,nen moe alarming eign ie oil Joaee I oounent I made origiral}Y at th€ I[ antt

repeateil at tb€ January 22 lI01 que
as a tendedoy dr the gro,ultls tbat
plqtforn bqt d1d not Beo the neeil

s{,ioniDg forrow t s right to oagsrxiae this grorPilg

the laEt 18

her Joneg, aad otbsg, agr€ed nitb nogt of the
fol a teadenoYr. . Ee later pooposstl tbat the o1d

''' 
*" i,on rrro',1," ,U.r. poteitt€ e'try W s.ll TUrC groupg into tbe IJSSI (ft fs-

poeelble X si.sunaterEtaral. ti"r n""" I but- T 
-tlonrt thid<-so). $b3n ir Grford reoeatty

tro mR corradeg nere asl6edt ty od itnith if this nealrt that the IOR supportere la
the WSL t oulit at some pol.nt be reoonnendeat to ioin the It[Gr their reeponae rql tQ
bluston aatl toi etorn out of the loomo Itt th€ir olltrl w4y they ea8reretl yes to od
Saj.thrg qteEtloo. :

Ibs ninirum tbat .ooultt be offered to try to satigfy the terd€aoy irorrfa be aa

tlSli sbotrlal nreet Eeparate\r at oonfereaoe and eleot JS ot a aew l{BL l{atloaal
Comrltteei.. '

$bat if the old. lrsLA-cL fusiotl oannot b6 split apet? Itha tbo tentlenoy rl11
hane to ooasialer what to do with ltse1f.

io unsdarlble the oItl WSL out of the aetr l{SL.. But evea lf that lrov€d
tlien trho hav6 seer tbe EltL

tbgl lt vl11 orobablr

', pogsibl9 they would aot be satiefled - riot those of
llsEt 'aad nlx bonsialer oil Suitb a' ,obarlatirn r i

If th6 o1d l{StA-Ct were to spIit, then tho reooretruotett olit tlSlr roultt gtill
be fao€dl fith tb€ tEegsure aril ddtlvl.ty of the 83flr faotlo. lltris nay be itenleill but
l.t 6€ems to me' self-evidmt\r truee Ib6 tendaoy is hoopett up oD a ITILC patriotieml
auil oa tbe glories of the BtJLo

l[ot everyoDo ln the teniteuoy roultl go all the ray ort of .the aer r o!.r6oonalinlo.
. :teal olal -.tlEL on.*his trsJeoto4r. Gertaln\r,aoue roultL ll'lrat trouLil be th€ tlert 6tag€

of the d€rr€lopment of tb6 tsrdGsroy.

trben a reoonstitutetl olal tfSIJ roulct thus harrc gnave problensl beoauge lt roultl
be faoeil rrlth the 1mpli€al Ultinatuh to aooep+ the BIIL ae a, rotlei. @ h.arrs tb6
tendenoy (or pobab\r a rutatlor of tho ctsttn6 teuttenoy) ae a lsrlfe pernaneut\r et
Its tDloat. o JuilSs by eone of tbe RllL doormeata I .havu seeal I doubt that a reoon
Btitut.ed olat ilSfi, ooulal aooonmodrate the trade rurioa uethotls of tbe 8WL - or that its
ltke\i; firtrtre pereoanel roulit rant tor

If thev guooood
gg}f be a nafte of a

erpansiotr anal plaidy takiag the int€rDational Spartaoi.st tertlenqr as Lte model, oan
be bought off or neutrallgetl short of ite goa1. oi self-replloattonr lfe hav€ ee€o -to surBarlse - that thoy herr€ .purgueal thetr owa obJeotl,ves tboughout the rolatloDF.
ahtp with the o1d andl aew t|$,s ard with TI!,G - now W f,lattsing thq olil t{S, leed€!.-
shlpr.qgaia by tteao:aoirg; nor by plolcing and ohoosin8 tisanest bottre€n the matn
ooEpon€ntis of thB re$ IISIJ whlle avoitung (at the gunme sohool, foa o?F'npIE) ieEr,res
llke the LP where th€re a€omoA to be agreerent tn the tlSlrl theo aealnl barrlng
gatbereil tte thlreaalg of a; lletwotk of oo[taotE ltr their haods, and, emboldenetl by
the.objeotLve itiffroultied ln the I,P1 lauIlchlng a full-eoa1e attaok on thL6
qu6stioa at tbe TILO oo|tf6!€noe aud iu the terdenotrr platforao
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Fr'

tlbat I ftnal reoarkable Lg that they hanre ohosen to Btart independent ope'latlons
withltr the WSL rith go few foroes.

If tb6 eristing wSL rr@6 to ttivitie 1 that ttEght hq.tn8 a glqwttona f" tUe pfogeae'i
and a ohar,g€ of tactlos toffartls tbe oltl lfSL load€rBr taac to flattely. It worlit aot
obanee tbeir pressur€ r thelr obJeotlvesr'd their goalo

***

For a1I these reaaons I believe that a oonolliat@y anaL toletrant at*itutte tol
'tbe teailenoy is an acceptanoe of a p@speotivo of spllttln€ the ner IISL ri€ht alora
the nitltllo - at best a taoit aooep+a[oe of itr anal at rorst the oongolous of
Lto

[bis is not 6aial bJr tbe tenclenoyr ht it is imp].i€at, ar14 eve.rSrone lo,I6rs that tt
Lgr

.a najon problem of the olganlEation 6inoe fuEion haa been tbe 5ever6 llresEur€
1yon sonl oohud"".in tbe o16-115l oh the oltt,WS& Leadere to rassert tbemselrres-t. a1x4

d€fenA, th€ t olcl t{sL tra.ditioDr aail so. ou. .frie preEsurer as faa as I oaa se.e t h&E

oor" f!.o, a sebtlon of the organieation that Ls seotaria.n and baolrarct-lookilAr aBd

$hioh €Esentia[y rrae agaldst tbe fusiono : ..

lltrci plessr.ure is r!tr !0agsi.v€1y inoreased t6r the ilesire to etop 6on6 of theee ..

people Joining the t€ratdroy. iliroh in the. Arture'oi ifr. t., WSf ritt. aepend on *ieilcr
.. the maLn leatterE of the olil tl$L foroos tn the new tl$, oaa lesi'gt thie' '

pI6Eauror

***

Flou a poitt of viex Srountlefl i! th6 elemoBtarY ncirms of a tlemoixetio 'ceatralLet
organi sati on, tbe iesue is whether to aLlotr a &itish RWL to inou.bato insiile th€ net

llgL, or to.Etop it. It maY intleeal ri tb patience trtro\r€ pos6ib1e to EaYe for lbe }ISL

thi s or that psrson now rith the teudeooy. llhe oost of euoh patieuoe woultt be to
elIow the. relative\r free irterv€ntio8 iJrto th6 alelioate, antl bomP1 ioated affairs qf
oul of tbe hutauJ boBtile antl aliea oonoerns of the dM, teaaershiP;

It seens to ne that a conPeteat $SL leaderehiP - or rather, ono lees naralyBett

Theproblenoonfrontinsth6dgardEatioa-il.thercfee"Erai€rthanltltoat€tttry
'the aunerioal streugth or politioal rgight of tbe tentleloy alore'

- 
ne!{ I{strs
- . wbultlby ilivieioas ttran ire have beea, aufl Iese iDbibiteal than a eeotLon of -bbe

leaderahip has .often been tgr the belisf that ltho naia eneqY .ie at h<he I

have loug ago taken .aottoa aaainst .RIIL oo1onisatlon. After tb€ Ermmq: eaLool r at tbe

lateBt r nobodY had a,rry right not to uailersta8d flbpt wae qoi:18 otlo .tle faitetl to niP

It .ia the buati and now we have a'ful1-b1e*n tentleEoy. If we ilonIt aat ' !rod', it tlifl
oontinue to alevelopr batteeitr8 on the r€al lrob:Lems of, and ooati[uing tllfferencee

of traAltior anal Poli tioa trithlnr tbe. nerl WSII.

lecausbof.the.telicategituationinsl.lethe,!{slilhaveodrfin€tl.{rselftb
*ct i"e ry vieri in tne Et antputfiihirg mq opinions here ' Drt the'poeoper oourso '

of aotion no}{r I thi$kr ;";i; ;;-t;' ;ti"Ili tL. leadere of th€ 'tentt€nov fron IISL '
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membershipr md instruct the others to disbancl. by the end of the oonferenoe or faoe
disoipline.

The members - eEp.eoially the olct WSL oon ad.es - wou1il not r:nderstand this? [hen
we shoui4 eq>Iain it to themr It has nothing to clo with the democraoy of a d.emoorat-
io oentralist orga,nisation - which presumea oommitment to hrild the orga,nisatlon even
throrrgb faction ind. tend.enoy struggleB - to allow an alien ancl. hostile otrLt to
operate within it. ,,

llhese oomrad.eg have rootg in the oLd. WSL? So dld. llark lffde, Fr"u Chanrberlaine,
eto. Sol and. rnroh more so, dicl. tarrie Wbite in the IMG... A serlous and responsible
lead,ership d.etermined to llto* the experiment of thB I-CtA{St firsion to d.evelopl
a.nd. to $tarcl it'against bein6 rupturect, would lmor horl to oonvinoe tbe rank ancl ftLe
of the onganisatLon about all this.

Consid.erations by the old. WSL leadership that this ig r:nthlnkable beoause it
would probably ohange the politioal eoology of the organisation reaL1y a.mount to a
d.eoision by them to turn tbeir faces to the tend.enoy and anay from the rest of the
t{SL. I tbink I have traoed. the ).ogic'aocurately.

tfltlt
It is a matter of great urgengy that all the membere of the WSL ralIy to sav€

tbe organisation flom the present attempt by the RlIt to use the tendency as a wedge
to cLivide it d.orm the mid.d.le. All members oounittecl to the fusion and to hrilding
the,organieation rmrst insiet that evcry responsible leader of the organieation turns
her/his face cLecisively eray fuom the Rbrt/tOB tend.ency and. towards preserving and.
improving the fusionr md the new WSL, whioh came out of it.



Fii.q SECTARIAN OFXB\SIVE

At the end of the last NC comraile Jones proposed that at c'ur Februa!5l conferebce
tho new ll,sl ehruld divitle lnto ex o1d ltlsL a.nd ex I-CI caucuses (with post-fusion
oembers choosing th6lr oaep individualty), and prbcoetl to elect trro NCs of equal
r,,-A ""u, 

which iould lateJbe fueed ae the new NC of the new VSI'

Oux unalerstanding is that Jones t proposal was also supportrd by many

of the ex old IJSL lea.derEhip.

{[he propoeal 1o not practically po6slble, and ws trust that it viu
soon be witharivn. But the faoi- of it even being proposed has g:ra"'o political
implications. It crystallis.s a trenal for the nev USL to tflake apart I lnto
two bIocs, and for fruitful political discwsj.on to be stymled by harklng back
to oId traditions.

Nothing is yet irreversible or i:rernediable. There are eome hopeful
slgns in the other tlirecti.on, such as comrad.e Cunliffers expresaed willlngness
to tliscuss large-scale aLteratlons on the LP to his Srttish Ferspectives
document. If we take the propcsal nar:rowly defeated al lhe January 22
gg, andl by p.stponir8 \he majof conference decisicns a month or two, giv6
ourselves time for discussion, then we can leverse the present unravelling or
flalcing-apa1tr of the new WSL. But right now we must fl.rst etate and recognise
the probleu.

llhe following table of events since last Apxil sunmarises the process
ag wo see lt.

Some comrad.es 1,ri11 find it irri tating to have the EE,lkfandg^'talvinas

debat,e bror:8trt up agaln. 3ut ln oriler to make sense of ,*hat is happeningi in the

IJSX., nou ' we need. to put develoglrentg like Jones ts as tounding ProPoeal on

tho NC 8nd the tllspute on the LP which mary comradest evidentlY find b er,tif derlns)(
into a coherent franework continuous chain of elrents s tretching back frona

ou! plgsent Prob loms to that <lebate.

aeF,i-n b eing puLleal back lnto a
as a bloc within the new

oe

ap,inst the !gli!!99 which have been

fhere are three intervroven strands in the story:

a) The intervention of the Ru/L, antl the dlelgence of a I RWL tentlenryr

in the WSL.

b) The response to this of the central ex oltl WSI leaders' They have

been quite ful1y auare of vhat the RIIL, was clsing r and have kePt a tlislaJloe from

it; but theY ha.ve glg chosen neve ! tc clash htith the RWtr or its auppoxters

sharply wless theY had to.

lhey have chosen to tqf to rstrike a balance I antl not to confront the

pro-RlrJ1, eLementa arnong their rbage I in the neu WSI'

The prol"'Iem is that this has meant: (1) 1.'avering antl unetable Pol itics;

:]

(2) the pro-RWL rtailrr with its haral factional Iln €en abls to wag much

of the ex o1d. IISL rtloSr'

c) Therefore, a process of the central ex old 1,{SL leatlers again and

re-agsemb IJ-ng much of the

e1 has b

oltl llSL

These are the facts '

an on
to wrscramb Le the f'usion.
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eomrades may have had.it earlier). fn.it Jones writesl with referenceto rB 7r rwe have'admitted 
"i;;il;r;t'th"t the use oi-tt" tenn ,cr_aescampr is not accurate". We ao"it:t"ow where this ,eiserrhere,,.is.Leland S of RhrL arzlves at upu"i.r^";#.;;;I"r-iir.sedly to, disiusswlth i151, leadershlp. stays ." eiit"il ro= ro*" ro,ry-ieeks, d,ringwhich he has only ine 

-r"Ltirrs 
;i;;;il" t.lsr, m, and that one in whichall the S members presgnt _-i""f"aJ."S CunLiffe and Leqf - find hisaecount of himself evasive *a """"iitra.tory..titn-iabsent from thls:trl:;.H::.bifi;"i'.ahcut,i"G"-,i-ii---;;"tIi*ahasdone,,oir,i,,g,

Momow infozms trD that- he has asked leland to talk to eds Morag,Alex, etc, about their rork,
september 15' Kendall presents resiiutron to E on our orientation to Lp anclresponse to rLglster and "rictr-tnini.t"g,"rlh;;;?ust flght for ourrights but adopt subterfuges if,rr.""u""ry to remain-rT:d.-il:;#;";conm.des cbject that it-,is-'vague'. eereeh ii ;frilid 6 to uc.septmber 18. Nc. niscussion on l{enda11-resol."iio" and register. Ey-tendencycomrad^es stlrr fincl it vague. Agreed to postpo"I-i;"i"io".
october J. EC. llove by ilonow and 56i15 to rrrestore parity on NC,r by holding acaucus of ex oltl lISi. li0 members and..tlecittinl on *o*" 

"o-opiiorr",Finally d.ropped.T when Smith convinced. ne fraf i"f"".pi"trrri of the rd.isparityr
0ctober9.10.NC.Caa1anpiesentsreso1utiensupp1anenting:Kenda11lswith

assegsment of Lp conference and tactical details. Eoposes re fi.ght
by every means to maintain tlegalilr' ef paper;.if nevertheless it-iuploscribed, we should continue it (for a peiioO) wh:ile also seeking to

.cr,eate a new publication capa,ble of actj.ng ag an organiser for the ieft.this proposal has in the months since thEn bedn clelor.mceci on the
erou1fsthatl'Carotanqa3}s.toscrap.t}ep?perl'j

At NCr Carolanffend.all line is ?iotenify denounced by Srith ('ta
J\gther ma;ior tur:n alray from fU workr' ) "r,il Jones ("not reJ-ating' to
mass stnrggle").

Major concrete Boint_of contention is registerl Smith'and Jones

fulIy imposed (if tt ts). '

(araftea on th_e ?p9t) .which T.ukg" no assessment and rutlines no
perspectives, but- juit says that we should - maintain the rprofi.ler

NC iecides to postpcne vote aqTln, to Novemb?r'.
Nc also disco"""r'ifr. s,,iin-?i;;;;;ns andt :ryi"e up the rte*)

criticises RwLr but sums it up as having a. r'long.andfairly tortuous,
but cornsiut"rri" development iway from sectarianism"; I{e sharply
a*"o*""" Caroian a,d tinnelt, wtro ?rAr" that.the Rl"E' ls a sectarian
cult, r+ithout serioua. politics, destructive, out -to 

cleve].op a

i""ii"" in WS, and. try-to splii 11s-;*r'Q€,f,o1an and KinneLl seem to want

to throw iust anythi,g;i RfIL... nf,n i" u""o factcir in the internal
situation of the llSL': Our hostility tc Rl'E' is put ilown'to a' Lack of
concern for international work'

Noveurb er ri-r+.-' ncl-u.ii-c*,i#i;;.;;i"*31 ;?rl'ie:;3ilt:it 331:ix-?t3?3o*-

tj-ons of one or two oo'tr'"'p'eviooaly' Supplementary-commentsl howevelt

include the idea that";"i;-fi;;i;-pli"r 
-ii 

"necessarilv of limitetl

;;;;""ce,, to most workers, etc.; i.e.: continue thq tlU-(etc) versqe

LP counterposition p"""io"ufy ari^ued by Smith and,Jones)

No-one at NC nou. arSues that regisira.tion i9 6tq9r than a tactical
i"uoJl-Iii"*or"5"Tif,"=-9 c""orin r.Eorution'is'in effect agreed

Utf itg$ii' "*i*3"T1'8,33?35 .9["3?tffi 3fi '.Ht:"?i']Hl'rat"s':'::
c"" #druffi"*sx"ait{lutrq::':l::ffi :i "Iffi :iffi 

i :H li ::
* fr.n*rdationistl not concerned, witf,GI wortc, etc.;;il;;; tx."Il[
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the@elileoPit6oomradeshayingoome,overtgolirpractica}propogalE,
Decsnlcer 2T-1t' tii; mletins.' e-'rilti""ks-lfSl r"'i"i"t'i9 - gI}'-of it - as ilbamk-

rupt,,. Ec r-clr *.*b"rs-ri"-'J""i"io"i#Il"""t9ia-l-t1 
are lcapitulatnrg"'

RI^IL ancl I;'Ofl.oal]' for l#;p"O 
'for ttre"Ilrut time RtJI"'denounces WSL

operrly,gr d question dii:f h:e i;;€;i; i6t-q"i"t on this at the summer

-;"h;i1'; 

"""'i-on 
where l.reland s 1'ro]fltlr q*?*"t? 

'ISL 
line' antl wh9r9

a nunb.;r of the vn,*e'"I;;;-d""""* ipj*L iinterna'tionalist llenddncf '94,IF
, ,,"" rillJi, 

"dlin=;riI; rv 
"ayiris 

'ttrat *ttrere :are maior clifferences/In

the *Sr,nt Terts these lrr""a;! "{" ilsr,-i,',"o" that they should not : '

d':ratr. o-.ad conctrusio-ns about RIJL from rcf'"a rs behaviour: rrLeland is r''2t

,"pr"Xffit;;;;-";:-iil tt" tonaon ar". assregpte,cn Jlnua4r 10' this strllele

d-isrincti.bn between ur""ni,iiJ"ioilii";"{ria]t1"'1in1 pursued bv ite }eatler-

ship,vas paresented to the-meeting ty gnarea c'1 present at the TIIC session

thowh'rtbt r:ow in tle tendency 'sr'" *i"o u*"t'"""'RIrilL record' on ''open bord'ersl)

l"r*a remains in Sritairr for somE-weeks after TrLC neeting; no-one

even prete6ds he is ooing anything other than organising a tendency in
the'WSL.

January B-9. Nq:- Morrsw says hq r.rill form a tendency - claims'it is not'a Pm- 
,

Rr,{L te,+dend.y..-- - 
$ia"i,n?-'pr"s"nt dlspute o.n freland. Resolution from some.91r:Eo',

.o*r"uu[ri-iiitili"""*r"i"s editorial on laitvtcellv (tsoab poli.tics', ete')-]o".".]"uhor 
wtren thie whole issue {irgt..game-up, after the Ckelsea

barracks tHmttng, init:.afiy-piopbsea at the ff in all-out corider?rnation

of tfrat Uo*ti"Sl urra n A to be persuaded by CaroJ-an and Kinnell tha't
tL" 

"ona.*nation 
should be qualified - responds to Glasgow.resolution

by deplo=:og it" tone but sayipg he ragrees with much of itr.
'British perspectivest draft from Cunliffe presented. lttris is in

September/October. ft _caLls for a self-presentation irr sharp distinctLon
from the Labour l-eft (p.10-11), in the name of avoitling "further (?)
clilutlon of eur pc1lticaI line and submergence of our revolutionary' organis.atlonil, No details are given on this ndilution'r alleged already
to have happened, I.e. general, undefined. condemnation of polibs of
post-fusion organisation, call for a retur-n to something nearer a
Itparty profile'rr.

Janua,lry 15. New- tendency announced. (though in a phonr *"ssu,ge to the Januarlr
tj EC Mortow had said he would' not forqr orr"). It haB a pro_Rlrll platlorm.

Jawsa'ry 22. Tend.ency d.iscussed. at NC. Jones dleplcres its formation tut iays he
agrees with much o"f what it s&]rsr Gemeral-Iine of his objection to the
tendency is that comrad.es concerned have no warrant to form a tendency
on that bagis when he (Jones). is alreaay fighii"g ior *o"t of th;--i-'

LP tliscussed. Jonesr.Cunllffi, etc. $&I we a,re being too polemical,artificially ?hgrpeling the debate, etc.7 tut lssue doeiunents-accusingus of a- tconsj,stently scornful attituae io the Ma:rcist programme t,of consid'erin8 a fight for reform" qoii", s"rii"ient, of-bllckinglrir. criticism of Benn, etc.
At entl of NC, Jones proposes that new IrIC should a composite of two

separate NC*sr electedlrespectively by setrxirate ex o1d WSL and ex I;CL
meetings at our conferencez with post-fusion comrades throwing their lot
in with one or another ttcampfi as they chor"lse.

Jaruxl;ry 21, Hunt youth d.ocument: cond.emns.post-fusion youth work, ptoFoses

Janr:a,ry 28. Public appearance of a new dooument 'from the new tendency (evidently
clraftecl and dj-scussetl within the tentl'eney some time ea.rlier). Spe11s
out clea.rl-y the logic of the tendency: e:gpresses lraxm solidarit;r with
RifI,, says fusion was a mistakep d.ec]-ares tha.t b'eing in the IiP is
inccmpatibLe with b; ing a^n internationalist at the present t5-mee caLIe.
for 'TILCT to be put on masthead. of papefr etc.
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i - rn broad politicJ il:T"r,. 
!h-e s..ectarian regression inside the wsr1s a response to the defeats.srrr"i"i-iy ili;;u.""i"0;ri.,r"r, and the partial

if.fr :"4:iii:"inlTlljjifir,o,a-i.*p;ffii retreat ;-;h; iert over tr,e-iist perrod.
lteut - "-=Iir"";i;;i;f,il'"ii:3*";iH"":Iiq-il;1ffi,tr;Ll:itil#ti"'?in--'&vu'
ff:"il}i: 3l::i"'}f.';ff'tTi:tffifu[s*"ll,', the mass political wing or

.7 99a

' -" Trissergg by the compulsion to .consi-f31 tagtical options to .eflect.. ahd eur-yive the r+itchlh,_;,-.ii*a"" J";";; ffiiil a,Ii..,iirfi" ana a big bro;k33;llir* iff:l:f:"" ei;;i";i r,,"ii,,"iioi'tJ"so back to prevlously abandoned

'IEE II}|KED cIjAI}I

' chris Er sue E antt riike J (ury) have sperled out the sectari^a,npeispectlve. lJe should p"t ttr,t on the masthead of the paper and go out of thelP r+ith a ba.ng.
, -:... i '

[. . -l1l all the comrades involved in the sectarian regredsfon'agree with
I 
this. Cunliffe assured the January 22 Nc that he advocated rr. ton 'u*Zy from our

Ly:esent mass{novenent orientation, but only a. rsharlening_upr of the paper.

The problen is that no lines are clearly drawn. the &EJ document ie
lssued after discussion within the trnternatlona.list Tendencyr as essentially
reflectS-ng the views of the tendepcy.. Momew has said that the fT 1argely agrees
with Cunliffets t3ritish Perspectivesr... There is a sort of polltical rthaint ln
which Crrnliffe basically agrees with Jones, who basically rgrl"" vith ltorrou, who
baslcally agrees with EE[.

' Tkte tBritish Perspectivesr document tells supporters or potential
aupporters of the tITt. nSr6ntt wgrrJr, we will fight to restore the lparty p:rofiler.tr
At the sa,me time it includes all sorts of qualifications and provisos designetl to
reasapre comrades committed tc the work of the nen WSL. It tries to placate the
tendency without goirg out on a Limb with them. It tries to deal with eectarianlwtl
not by fightir$ it, but by conciXating 1t.

" This creates, on what we would see as the sectarian slde of the present

dlsputer o confrsed, undefined blcc, held together not by 9,-cl-qr positive view
but by common ttisquiets, urisgivingsz ana res6ntments. If +"his bloc had its wayt

it woutd blunler us into sectarian self-isolation'

We hope this rchainr alliance wiLL break uP, aLd that comrades euch as

Crrnllff e *iif'*ra"rtalre an "p""lofii.l""1 
fight aga,inst 

- 
the sectaSlang of the .IT'

But d.c facto the a1fi.rr"" i*i"i"l-fn" i"taIt"y ian agitate on the slogan: tltake

currliffe fight for his perspectlvesr. There is a common sectarian regtression -
where some have-""gr""""4 firther ttran others (sone, ind.edr perhapo never

p"ogr"uu"a), tut r["r" tfre more-"""Gii"" .."=" i""eeing the iels sectarian in
their wake.

I'}iE UNUGIVENED MISTAKTS O} g1g PAST

Atthetimeofthef,oioo,,"atrl.saidthatthisstepwaspossible
and progresslve because it .uruflf,;i y!lp*"-f*ion organlsatl'cns moving away

fromaherl"taeleofeectariaqris''Ourconoefpttt'*isthatmanyexolcl}JSL
comrad.es are retreatlng back t;td; ;;;;;t"" herltase - anil therefore alsc

away from the fusion''
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obviol,.gryerolausleomratlesfeelthattheyhavemuohintheirold
tra"dition to, ue Bioud.of. grra.uriu,inly when we criticise aspects of that

13s,fljtion,," .or{'-;;;-iJ-min;;;-""iti"""*ents like the oltt ,ns[,'s cou,'geol=

;id; ;;i";t ttealYism'

Butforua:::cistsonelfthemostpreciouse}ernentsinaBolitical
tratlition is a c;n{inuity of ptritic''t '"oot-tins' 

honeet self-appralsa} antl '

self-oriticism, aoknowled€Iioe *rri-;igorously a"#it'g lessons f:rom mistakes'

of the tractit'lon
For our partp r're have trretl to'make that element part

we brought into tn-e irr"irru r+here we think we were wrong' we have saitl so; where

we think we were-righi, we d'efend the record'

In 19?8-80 - the periotl now identified in cunlifferg British Perspectlves

as the high polnt of the Labour Left - a renk and file movgtent ctevelopetl' aiming

to transfglTn the LP. socialie4 Press rel.ated to it in a fr:nd'amentally literaryt
propaganclist r.rayl by e:carnininS what ite leaderse like Benn, said, and denouncing

their fa1lufe to say what the tJSi advocated, SP d'id' not foaus on the more irnport-

ant clevelopment tefrina th:e leade:rst speeches. - the rank antt file strgggle - antl

cn developing th;t=Erggi". ii" approaoh was rather fike relating to a wagps

strike by prolmgandist d.enunciations of reformist argr:ments used. by the convenor

to support th; wage aenand, and of her/his failure to advance other demands'

0f cotrrse fuhat Benn saitl was reformist" 0f course anti-feforrnist
propagantta *"" [I!";;.y.-ifl."-;;t"; carried it then and carries lt now). But
denunciationg of Benn or others for not being revolutionaries are pret'ty
irrelevant. And Marxist tactical discussions must focus, surely, not on routine,
valid-for-a11-time propagandist tasks, but on what is g2gr on hcw we cEIn interact
fruitfully with the development cf the mass labour movement. :

SP in that perie6 r€rJaterl to the LP as outsiders coming intr this
arena to cross id.eologieaL ewords with refozmism, not as mllitants actj.ve within
the ru^nk antl fiLe stru€igle and. concerned first of all for that struggle anfl
perspect5.ves for it. (tnaiviatial SP supporters doubtless were more involvetl, but
as intlivicluals).

fn line with this approach, S P rountlly d,enor.mced the SCw (nA
rsocialistt camlnign which supports Callaghan'r, lras the headline) and the RFMC
(ilerrand. boys for lsntlil). . :

' It continued to promote pre-conceived formutras when they wer.e
completely out of gear ni,th reality. lJhen Callaghan was on the verge of resigning
to ma,ke it easi.er for lpnnis Healey to succeed him, ewlding the electoral co1lege,
and the serious left in the LP were'sayin8: prayers and, f.ighting candles that
Ca11a6han would not go just yet, S ::aised the slogan that Callaghan shoulit be
fcjrced. to'resignt '

Mistakes can be remedled: but we must be willing to examine thern
honestly, and probe the misconceptions .that 1ed. to thern.. . 0n thg SCLV antl the
REI,IC th; 

"omraiu" 
who previously denounced thern have impllcitLy'concetled.'that

they r+rere wroogo 3ut for the most part they have never ilone a thorough s91f-
criticism. (Cot*aae Lely has made iome thoughtfuL contributions on this issue -
but he has been pretty much out of line on this.with most ex old WSL leaders).
4gg! manv goulrades gfg:ry, rgvlvi.nA';!!g same eEEgEq g[ aooroactr, thg same !F;Lg-
conceotions. as led to their mietakes rf 1978-8O. ,.

They now concede that the SCLV antl RtrI{C were right
an attitud.e which, if it hatt its way, would have stopped the
emergingi.

; but they advoeate
SCLV ANtl Rtr,MC EVEr

1rhe baslc argurnent rf Cr:nLiffers docurtent is that the labour movement
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and especially the'left i€'in retreat, tralienat1o"."li 

resentment,r ls rising in the
rrorkirrg clags at rarie -;;'th"t thereror*-rl?*t oista,ce 

-o,]i""rr"q 
more frm the:il31,f:l-Jt."l:]iiii .#i:#Lident ;;il;i";oqp pro{*e s;ts to attract the

But the'conclusion does not fo110* f*^r,the_assegsnentl except in allterary-propag*ndr"t .";""rti;" nr poii*i;;.';i the labour-mJv"m*nt and the reftare in retreat (and they arl, thorrgh'c*riri" iorruia"ratly exagBerates the r,eft,sretreat), then i:,pI" ;";;e;'taIti".i-il-;; iiat retreat (wnrie rishting agarnst1t)' rf worklr:8 clasz taHenaiion'and reslnhentr contains ihe seeds of pclitical.ullitanoy (and it coes), then lt is "iai"Ji*':to "onrose 
that by a more stridentprofile ue can get thai-mllitancy to orystarii"" rorrnd a small .group of Trctslqylsterather than round the mass labotrr movement.

ls true
(Iess so
lead,drs
culous
Smith -

JUe. 
arifl of amtfffets d.ocument - sratheal, in ,talanced, vorbiagei, it- ie back towards the propa,gandism of flfA-gO, 

-t, 
,oUf"h politioal stnrggl.economic ones) are seen primarily "" "pp"=i*hfi"" to denourrce the

eg

--So& re by the means
htj#"f"%?Tu'a"[hi,,[$i'

t

but never fully purged - which
alltance t described above.

bf ttre oLd WSr traditlon shelved
is the common'political elesrent in the tchain

lltre same matrix, the same basic model of proper Trotskyist activity, is
ehared by a range cf comrad.e.q. (nrnAamentally, it seems to us, it is the msclel of
the SLL in the noictdle antt late i6os). fn recent years it has been overlaid by more
or lesg intblllgentr but always ernpiricalr tactical add.itione., Nowr untler the
lnfLuence of the tlifficulties of the Left in generaL antl our fuslon in particulare
comratles atre revertir:g to rbedrockt.

Sone - @,, - twist the matrix into a seotarian caricatu.re. others -
Cunliffe - offer a uure liberal, less stereotypetl interpretation. 3ut the conmon

natrix is the problem.

IHE CONNUCTION TIIUI TIIE rALKLttNDS/ltAlvINAS IEBATE

Since Mal 9 last year, the process within the erganisation has been one

of the rrnravelling of the fusion. 1lo iefuse to eee this, or to ctecy it' will only

Inevitablythedtecisionbytheexg}auslleaderg..toformatendency
(which "r"il;;;" 

o, 1""" "uto,orii"llly 
function on the infonral network and

1lr:kases of ttp old lJ$) 1ed in;;;S*^::":n" to the division of the

organisation into two blocs. Eh-e comrades *"'" '"n"aieafy 
warnetl that thie Was

inevitableo TheY proceeded """"ttilllu"-to'""" 
fi;-;;;'"io' of the Sritlsh-

ilffiffi ;"il; ;;i;il; th,. orsurrisation and to ral1v the forces of the old l'rsr.

theysincerelyandconsisten}ly.hatlanimpulse-to'eupportArgentina
right f:rom the beginnlnS:.their. conductr-ho'rev"rr=dd ; factioiril logic quite

separable from this politica,l e""I{i"".'ti-itrey-i"a "tf1-"ct 
for a special conference

il";-#"ildai ;- "i'tfl ",;;; ; 
-;fii t"ilJiiiE1i- r 

i;1" 
poi i ti "ir 

r, 
_ 1 :::' " 

tab 1 e and'

honourabl€' ev€D if we woulcl think it 111-atlvised' and i:reeponsible' 3ut they

d,idnotsupportthecallforaspecialconfererrceuntilfourweeksafterthewar
endedl i.e. when;;;;-"o-r."e"i-a live poritical issue. And the position they

put to the special confer"rr"" --!*p=.""Li what tliey had finallv tlecided the

l|Is! should. have been saying duringithe war - rrr6s-;;iy arrived ri't*ro months a{ter

it" *", ended.

This way of procee6ing cor:ld not make sense as a aecessa'Iy by--pt-o-d1tl of

a potitical di.spute. w€ k1ow."f"i-p*cedent f;;i;-i" it" ti"to.r of the Ma:rrlst

movement. rt coula ,=ot undo tn. nI#;;;;; of the organisation during the war'



-It could. not even satisf! the gpgups the comrades wantetl to satiaff lntenr?tlonalIyt
.euch as the FIT, EIrIL; L0Br . '1[AI'. Its centrhl purtrx2se cou].cl oaly haVe been to a^chj.eve
a]degirett.f.aptj'ona1reeu1tinsidetheHSIl.,,..-

:.

'Why did the comradeg do thie? EVen before the fu.sion, aome comrades ln :

the oltl ifsl were uneaay about the ltlentity of the organisatibne whietr they saw
1nte:mso{,themtaiLre/,1ate.t-60sSDL,'matrix'-d.i.ecussed,above',1Ihey,cameintoa
fusioh, :the basis of wirloh 1n9Luded the continua,tion ef the prold:F?per antt the O.
r.rork ploneered,by:the f-Clrp without really being convi.nc-e,tl'about thlc work.
i,le .d..td:not, suoceect j.n donvi""rtel{h"r,t (iulGu tlil;t"'*ine,oertafu:'Iy matle).
Ehey beoarae lncreasirgly unsure-of thetr politioal J..denttty., fhere was aiaam , :

tleuoralisationl rtigsatisfacti.rnr'resL€Eattrons,, lthege gere,bitt,qr priVats I 
.

denunciartions of tU" ex olcl WSL leaders for rnot fighiirlgr the ex I-CLers on the
EC'and NC. This. na.s intensifietlby a strb4g f,ear'o.f the s.upp-oseat clevi].ish . :

1ntentioyreand'gunrrir€c.fgomeofrrsintheneul{Et'fhe'eio].dWSI,1ead'ers.
cer-tainly did, nothirrg to light thls fear. People coneidered lmportant ([Uda,
Conno11y,etc)resi8nedlandothers,lthreatenedto.:

Iheseprob1emsdop1dhavebden1imited,andwecou1ddIrentua1].ybive
got beyond.:themr:r.lith a conpertecl political rrill and a less'fearful- attitude :

to the clissatlsfaction fYour the EC members. 3ut instead, as a poLution to the
probl*rs ancl the ttrreat of the loss of a section:of what'they saw as thgir tbaset,
ttre cornratles, latahgtl rnto .!-h9 polari.sation Ln the organisation arognd the Falklands

Inltially they rejecteit the call fQr a speci,aL.confeqenoe. 'llher took it
up only when they became convinced that they trad'a lot of supportr Emd pez*raps
cuuld. gar.n a big maJority of the organisatiotr, isolating the ex I-0[ leadership. i

. ..,. 
.', , i,

i ,' At that stager the fusion agreement about the character,of the paper

fhe Falklands/Malvinas episod'e' was the tegrrurrra; or a fla*ing-apart
into iuhichr the LP d.ispute has now been, lnserted. [Lrere a:ce comnbn roots-. [he
pr.ps..rr for the atti-tuae that the'oomtrrades have.adeptecl o{;t!g LP,is the
Ea,ri6-lasttt" pr"e"ore whietr cu1ninatetl in the moves tI Afuiae the organisatlon
after the I'alk1ande/MalvLnas rpr had ceased. to be'an issue of sument politice.

have not healed. e. central fact of fife in the organS.sation since the special
conferencehasbeenthesoarae1trrhittdenexistenceoftwocampg'

lFor that reason, the proposal of cd Jones alor1t how to elect t!9 fvC

is a p*po-i"r tfit if"tl in" cai:t;* a probess of, diylsion and re-sepa.Tatj.on.

[?rey must have been bitterly tllsappointed by the resu]t-,of _the special
confgrence. They hatl a minorit5r of the acti.ve WSL rtrembers, and.gplned a nomlnal '

majoriW on the basl.s of inactlve me$bere paid in at, the door (from Buncomr'f,or
exlmple)i But nevertheless they hacl re-assembled rtheir siclet of:the WSf,', andl

. Fregsure against the brlad paper approach couLil chly be encous?8:ect by
this, and by the denunciations of hali the orgpnis'eltLon as pacifistr eq-uitocal..
tornard.e implrialism lf not pro-imperial.ist, arld bending r:nder lhe p:ressure,gf the
LP eirvirordrent" (*g.tuaffy, most 9i ttre Labour left had a va,grp-J-y pro-$r_En!|ra
po=+t+g,r. sometimeJ w:raooed up', is t{i.th the CPr in phrases about the UN.) The epfu,'it
if a Ufg.eeotign of '{Aeliro-eriaritine sectlon'of, the organieation tras e:rtr,ressed

irrrned'1ate1vafter,th".,,oiu.atit,espeo1a1.oonference,wti-'ena..[orr{r$comqad.efroq
i.ilSler (now ln ther rlntbrnationalist llendenoyl) shouted to Kinnell! 'rNohr the next
thing is to get rid of trroutf ." '
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It lsi'ttre ..perfectly beJcal ctrl.nJ.na,tion of everything that has happeaeil Einae
the May 9 gC Last year. ft was precoded on Oetober , by the d.dnand (eventr:etly
withdralm) of cd $nith that the e:c olcl l,rslr NC should meet and nominate people to
be co-optecl ta the NC to rrestore larilyr.

ff cd'Jonesrs propirsal is imptr.embntecl - which ls, we tnrst, ineonceinabl'e
- the nen NC wruld probably:be the tpslnning of a colel eptrlt. Why? Conference is
the higheet bi{y of the organisation. .Thereleotion of a new.N0 is the euluilration
of a politioal proceso, of the wor;k.of the conference. Ibr the WSL now the el.ection
ef the NC will have to be tled., inlone lralr.r another, enen.if .Ioosely, .to the'
orga{risationts deeisions on central issues ln ddepute like t:5c tP, ' ':'

For the conferenee to break apart at the verT point of eleating a leadershlp to
carry out its polioy' decLsions is to- tleny the existence of, a eomnon orgar-risation
- antt to take,a giant step towards making the one that exl.sts; ceage !o ed.st,

l,Ie a,re to clecide on perspectlves co11eotive1y, antt tbear seirarate , t9
d,eoid.e on how to implement thsn, each segment to chooge :eepresentatives more .r
less outside cf referenee to thb collective deeisionE. ft seems pmbabl.e to lrsr.for examplee that if the ex,oId, lfSL met sepa ately to elect hal-f:the NCp therc
wculd be a shift in that half towards, the more tbard-nosedr and obdurate. pomrades
intpedisputesofthe1astninemonthsj..,,'..

Jonesrs proposaL'flas maile after a d.iscusslon on the f lnternatlo_naList
Tend.enoyt. If tfre IT Ls to be part of the prooedure he proposes'- presunably
being taken und,er the wlng of the tolcl IISIi - then a sectarian shift ln the rold

,

Anal after the NC eLection? We wotrlel b.e virtualLy forced tc treneglot- '

later the fudion, the character of the paperr etc.... €tr1d not in conditione

Lrittir8l-1r or not, Jopesrl,propooal uas a, Siant step tot*ardl snltt.

col\i-ctusloN

: Wbet can ue tto. ibout the slttation? 
:

Ig the .first riu"" the sectarian offensive yust be tlefeated pol'tttroa).I'yi
gor onoe tEE !ff ;I$i:t-u-a" the choices posed sharply and clearly: to go back-
wards wtth the ITl or to: returq.to soirg forward' with Eilgjgg #"F##;ffi,,exlsttnE Laboqr movegent aceording to the.basis of the fusion, t

[he unity gg 3b" oreani.sation must bg ilefendedo

Despite massive problems, we have done sufficiently p?sftiYg work.to more
ttlan justify tfre fuslon. 11 must be.prese:rrecl, antl the,-e:rperirnent allowe-d the chance
to pr6ve itlelf. There are a nunbel bf pcssible wayq of electin$ & new NCc

seoLrate elections is not one of thm.

--

trbr,our partr, we Bledge ourselves .to combine the fight against sectarian-
lsm - whichlwe see as oenbril to the denelopurent of the organisation - and agalnet
the cyisnrption of the ITr with an effort to. seek oreanig3tio_naI formulas (inolud{U
onthee1ict1on*lfanew.Nc)ttratwi11reassureodss[lth,.TGnes'etc.

Carola,n
KinneLL
Hil.l

3.2.83

(
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Anendnente -..Levy :, . l

?qgu a.pane l+ lqser-t "after'., Ung enflirc; rhad. d.led. d.own. r ,new sentanee'rhe ,end came- after_pend irrarl o rnbfitirE *i-iE Ih;-.dion reaaershlp agr-eelng '16 'funthen tarks,,ourind !h;=;;;",urt-itriii-oiliiil'oot stntke aetioncleeptte ll,u,soyernoent befns-ad.anant thti iuiy rili"io-"J"J"iJ.iiirr*rrrg'

lggg fl Pana l+ tnbent afte.r last'.11ne ,new sentance tone very importantfeatune of the settlement was agreement on a Z-yeat aearr-b"E"iili: uvthe TUC MIS comrnilluu despite alL the bigjest-uhilo"":rr""irre-ro"ila"[uu :

l,g, oppgse thls. ,AlongsigE trre lmpgsttlgil-'of a sim{irar deaL in Br,,thls nust be seen aF an iuBontant vletony fon the. T-onies; J.or.{g-terilln their d,eelaned. stnatesii objeetlve or" enaing Gg,;iil';n rua: ;;A;neviews and. lnrnedlately in not-havlng to nun tile rist< of wage-"i"[sg-I'es wlth these two inportant groups 6f wor:kens rn- an eiu"ii[; t;il:?
Pus-" 2 Pana 5 delete tJuLy to Septenbert lnser.t tfrom nld.-May - whenTask Force chauvlnlsm {ras at its-height - untlL the end of Jir1y and.in Septembert.

F"gu 2 Pana I ad.d. aften last line new sentanee tslgniflcantly, thl s
happened. genenally onli after Local NHS activists had. sent oui aef-
egations to argue fon solld.ar"ity and. wi.n pl.edges of supporting action.
Yfhene thls was done amongst nlnbrs i.n S. tori.;s, laneashire and, S. lflales
and elsewhene 1t had. a natlonal Lmpaet anil gav6 confid.ence to weaken,
1""? weLl organlsed. gnoups of workens who qulckly began to follow this
Lead.. I

Page 3 Pa*a 2 lnsent'after llne endirg rall out actlon falled.. t new
sentance lSuch sporad.ie, piecemeaS. actlon of strlkes on od.d days, with
the demonalislr,rg affect of work not d.one havlng to be mad.e up
afterrrand.s, had the naJon wealcness of not al.lowlng the development of
sufficlent rank and flIe organlsation on pieket llnes making controL
of aecld.ent and, emergency eover much Less effectlve than it ntght have
been. I

Fage 3 Para 2 add to llne endlng rarea stnlke eommitte€s. t rand. Jolnt
Sh5p StwarAs eommtttees, mar\y of wfrich stil1 rematn. t

Page 3 Para 2 lnsent after line now enrling rwhich still renain. t new
iei,taiee iThe fUCts eaIl fon l-oeal Coord.liati.ng Commlttees was tunned.
ln some areas strongly to the ad,vantage of rnilltants who, 1n a few
eases, wrested. eontnoL fron the bureacnats.

PaSe 3 
"ax|a 

3lnsert after Ilne ending thlstory of stnuggle.t-?A"t_tlr.e
UeEfnnfrrg ofl May lt becane evldent ther"e was a need. for a natlonal nank
and ftl-e-organibatd-on to propagar:.d:X.se fon these d.emandsr- tak_e_inlliatlves
and. coonAlnite actlvtty. -Th; demlse shontly hefore of the SWPi s HosltaL
Wor.ken paper and Ran& F group, whlch mlght have provid.ed. a sultable veh-
le1e, ana tfre absenee of-arrylhing else meant we hail. to launch sonething
ours6lves. t

Page l+ lnsert after Para 2'The severi-ty of the pnlvatisatlon offensive
anE tts lnevltable increase over the next period. means that opportunlt-
les exist for us to offer a lead. in the fightback. Vfhile it would be
wrong to exagerate our stnength; lt i"s a fact that the bul-k of our trad,e
unlon eomnad6s and. margr of oun bupporters are membens of the main publle
sectori usions lnvoJ.ved if not themselves in jobs dineetly affectecl" From
NALGO and. local authonity workers ancl the ctviL senvice to the NURI UCInI

i

)
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and PoEU, lD the N{s *{gX-Tl *:*?: ::"J:-HI: ?"oil;ituo3"3tit#en-
bere and eontaets.frop grlJfrTt "ct'la 

Ue-possiufe to bullcl a etrong

natl0nal conference 
,on trrre 

-r-6ioi. gur rii-Itot ra:,ue to d,ar together

the bnoadeet group of, actlvrils-*riro rraoe*ir"" 
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