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.'[ fieplv to Collrac,e .Svi+gton Kend.all 1.

It is quit; clcar that Evingtcnt g ilocu:relt is try:i.nq to ccrxvey, :rot a trcticol 'Iisagreenent

on 4ris or tlrrit espect of oir iiG worlr, but the ie;ire for a f:3s,1:'1ient.'.1 retreat fron our

rrrosent stcu*. .iile are toI.j. t,:c lSi j:t;s elrce-l;' cr:;:itul^tej to -';r"bo=tr"to or ic on tl:e
vergc of ,ioiag ::o. ,:.iinnollrs rcsrl. tis:i on ticticr'i is oitei *c ,oroof of thirr, vhile quotes

frou the ICj, rrrc ur:eii to s hov i;sr.'J f,ii'J le:.':urs-,ip cf tile :iorrrer file r:r':, it ;;eens, sone 
':'t

lcr:st Of tl:c o1:l -'lS- lgi:lersl:ip, lraVe gonc .:,o''tn t"le roarl oi ce:itulatioE'
:_

Unfortur.i,tely, u::ch of r:':r't'.re r:tetes reulinc.::t ti:e letel of inplie.r criticiso. Eor tbis
re:sou l:is ver5, confuscd :ur incohorent :ioci:-Ecnt hogs nore quecticrrs tt:iu it rnc:vers. "'&et

is tbc::ilturc of cur c"pituletiou? Is it iz:7:r-rsiblu to ""rry out such. rn extcnsive tactic
nitlaut f.llinG into t:e grisJ of L::,boriricn? Is cur rui-,Iysis of the lnbor:r trovEaent ircorr-
ect? llo d,oos not lre5in to ans.,r,er tlicsc points. Nor is it put on record, for those l"ho:-r'ontt

k-rtow, t::t Ccl ayington is cne of r: ntrsber :rl,r '.:rave becn -rontin{ a llifferent orientrtioBr
in reality r sectnrien rotre:t fron, lio worls for cone tine. Ingtead-:'Ie are trer''te{ to e"

r'thcr coy strtcnent timt t .c rebr,t" uv"r t:o FalkLriurls ,,ri:,r for:r.mlate:l' other questions.ItOr

{,ny}ne .,,rbo r,r:s b-.en in t;e orgnnistion for rny lcngt': of ti'nC these gueetions pre-dnte tl:i:t
rliscusgion ini f*r ..1i. iYin'3ton c't leagt since t''re r9B$ ICL Ccafereuce' '

Lue t:ing ic very cle-r frc:i':is Locr::rent anl t'".is irr t"'at not'anler'stoo:! the neture of the

Ie.bour Tovcnent in Dritrin, or ti:c reletions-rip r"re lre atten;:tin.i to builrl rditi: it' Ihis
point nee4s to be tncklcrl beforc:,ie caa look at our allege.i:leviation.

Evingtoo erjoy;l quotin: -tiunell r:n': lrilactuln3r, atteulrting to shorv a c-'l''age in line; trhat he

iLoesnf t Co is Lo tr| to put t'ies:o guotes iuio cur overall nersoectivc of tt'ie lebour $lov€-

. ,,]i;; i""rt"i"iy t,uio io nc secret - rei:r] the rc.L nerifccto) rrbic!: "Iouril aho:'/ th:'t tirere is
no ree.l el,nge in line'o,3trreen 1980 :rr,l B). In f:'ct his clain that tl:ere Yrao ever rn ICi
couurifiieat to convergenco in tie .i7i.,7 .:rc stntes is l'ri:ecr invention. It is seen as Ftl opgn-

.on:le:'i proces$;:n,'L uo-One ,ror.,1,,l ,ravl &ee:: so stupi'l'-5 to hrVg put a precise tine liAit on

it. The str.rting point of our cri;ntation t o tic lc,bou" noouoeot 's a +{iole - ai:'' it oeerss

to be ' 
preeonr'.tIion t.irt lre c'lcul.i 1et teis ri;i;lt bef ore -i73 

c:'it ir.c 8n$r serious rrork in
other sr,eas, i.s-oi3;)oseri to po"iuri,,ri'l:;,rn,n lal:bfing - is fcuni r:ost succintly in t!'re

foliovring guote/innlycis by ?rotslry z

tln Snglen,ir:lore tilau a$nrhe::e else, L:'::e r;trte rc,sts unon tj:'e '*"ck of the rrorking

clsss virich constitrtes t-:e vact ne:jority of the '''opul'tion of t e eoi:atry' The

irechanis:r ic cucl:. th..t the br;,reeucrlcy ic b::se:'- iirectly on tle ";Iorki-'rc "ni the

ctetc in:'rir.--'ct1y through tl.e iatemg,:jney cf t o TT bure'auGrflG/"'l

flre re is of-oourse no dica,-:greeuoi:t vitL: tne above. -{n fact this rclationship:ac been

nncsively 
";616,3i:-1.eC 

in fiie &d-or so irearo since. tl:nt 'sas rtritteul tra"ie unions reach a far
wir.lor seetion of th.e class. The SJ bureaucr"eyts reletionship o'itt:, t:ou stete' ci'nce I9&0t

l:a.s i,.evelo;e+, t.:.rou{f nct 'r'rithout i=terruption, on i scn}t} tc \r}ers it no''il exists at every

Ievel sf tj:e stcte strructure t lel t::e fit-s runoio ti.:e sole aeiiirtorc bettreen the class,

industr3r anc tl:,c sti:te, e-t lcest for t!'e ,:re':ent. ilrile t':e attennt to find' an aecom:o4-

atiou to the stc,tc ic n gcner,:I p-renoiiloEon coxl.3c'xl t; all refoisaist burcn-ucracies, t}:e

specific relat oncl:ip in tsritnin is uniluc'

Superf icielly it rouli seei;r t-.et t:i:: clas'::/w/state rclatioq-fl'1ip is virtually ind"epeniant

of the Ii,J., es:ecialiy if, ycu look at t:e stra;-..gles v"q'=-t1-.l.:," the llt=" in the 5(}s rn'-" eerly

JCs, whicb alcc tool:-:loce geili-in.ie1:en;.e::try it tne t'ii buroaucr'"cy. Frcn tlris vietrpoint

the HGs is:gortr.nce en:-r relevi-ncc r" i* intc,ri.,i,?;;;;i the.lrbour Hove,ent is only glinpne'I

at bestl et election tinss, for .lxalrulo, ',vl-'-en'itis oeen :rs the ;r-olicticpl alteru-'tive to tl:e

Tories, cr at tiures of the bloc vote 'shiea.ce.rn'.'rnrl (l"oos''leci:le il,,lt policy'

ra oae fcrn or r,nother revoluticaaries l:cve in f^ct :ese] ti:eir n'or.'i; on tre above enelyses,

not lerst beeiluse the relrtious'':i'i; is t'"ere-r:n'r-n'' o':r tr'sir is rel:-tively otr:rigllt-fon'rarC -
betrayal by t,,.e reri,,ersir:i1r, =u*c ior slor froor organiirrtion_ete. "Fllire such t-''inqo Bre

an absolutery cential elencnt io cur stmgnr" it ii inpossii;le to cx.pr*in the-lrcgenoay of

labourism fron cueh . one si.:".i-nrn"lycis "r trru lnhour noveuont, the routine it impcsec on

the clnss, ti..re polieticr,L ra{ iLeolcgiccl perar'retero in "tbicli ti'e rlov€5ent firnctions enil'



'2.
t io u broader sense, ia';'rhich tle cllss ezists, even if i'or rxnnl' this is fa outrig'ht

rejection of, t'ren au.1 of th.: I;ibour 8lovetjeI:t. 'y nct fully explaining the nnture of tbe

novemeut it r:Iso fails to provide c strrting 'point f,or '''rhat i"-re frs revolutinn-
r:.ries srhould. be d,oing. The iucte continues;whioh 

which _

rUp to tloir r,re ::r,ve not nentionea- tie u?r/tii'En:.1ant',r7't16-clris::ic ccuntry of tre Ce

turicns, is only e politicel trsnspqsitloa of tne s'ame tr:-le union burei''ucricy'
?iie sa'e ler.iers gui.:i.e the tracle unions, belr1f.the 'guoeral st-rike, Iei"C1''he

electora.l caonpaipgr an,ri later on sit ia'ninistries. ilre !'.IC an'-1 tiie trr:cle unions -
tliese ,ire not ino-'pri.nciples, ti:ey eIJe only a tec:rnical 'lvision of lnbour'
Togctrer ti:e;r $re *r" gqnrlasental oup;ort Lf U:u 'loninntion of the flnglini'r

bourgeosie. The latter c*nnot be overt5rown vit''-out overthrowinl the -T'abourite

t,.ruuo"il"y.-1".i f:at caauot be atteiinecl by op::osinq !]:e tr;'le unioa e-c such

to tle state es such, tui uy the cctive opgosiliou of _tlre C-' to tL:e iebourite
bureeucrac;r in r.,11 fielJs o-f socirl lifet'(IJ;:rxis:r-ant1.fiI, fre ervors in nrinciple
of syniiicalisu p59 T!:ic riuotc is ;-,r:rtir:iy repro'l,ucedl in th'e LCL wrnifesto af-??\

Frorn this rouncle.t position of tLle raoveuent ti:e inie';on':"':n*ce of the elass/otate/r:nion

rcretionship lisap:3ear6. rbe rtecl:nicr1 rLivision oi laboilrr l',Frs in rearity createc atotal

intercependaace, whicb ;:errreatcs ,iown'gercl. to every e-o:pect of th'e labo-trr noveuents existencet

orgainisationa.Ily, ;:cliticoiiy an,,', ii.ectrogicaliy. This not only provi'les the rfirnfpnrentel

oui:port for the 
-i6r:'iae,tion of t.." to"rgooiiu'b;; t!:rcug''r tl:e lerJ'ership of t;''o noveneat'

rni' its NC3s, the :ar,jor trnnsnisr3io:i iitt for bourgeois conceptiono cnd nottcs' This is

This f,nction is:spst Cire"tfy:reriormed b7 the TIII rvhose of|icialg an:l stet'rards play e'

pana,3.lel role Of treiag, in Grausoirs tcrr:inoio$" t"re toriienic intell'ecturrlo of our classl

0f course if ccnrac1es berieve thet tl,is relationsi:,ip::is so:nehor+ been cuperee:Ie'ir, is no

longcr of relevance, then tney shculri s.ry co, ilo'.'rever to abanilon such an anelyois ruill

Ieave cororades flo*nd,e::ing - neither ablt to n,:e;uately ezplain'lov.' tJ:e class slruagle
:::es riaveloped. to dete, nor to uaclersi:nsr] the u"terfyiu! iTnar:ic.of 'Iifferout uovonents

;i itb.in it, anil-, nost imi:ortaatfy, crhat to lo *riit: il",,' Yfaat is left is trying to pl'ace

t].re iI' anci TU oa to sone utilit.i.i"a scale, * tot"rty uiracceptcble fonnula, ea.I, a fairure

in graoping tlie iraportanee_in trreaiiog rp ra:'- theref-ore tranofoming the p'bove relation-

ship. F'or ius tance t:is }ics at t]ee roit "t u* "o*ed.es 
inflbiliiv to r"nrle::stand whet

it ,voulcl. bave neant for Eenn to uiio tl* ceputy lea'lerohin br'ttle' itot cnly woulil it Sive

given hope to BCny t-(ous6?:dg of workers *lici,. izouli have been reflecte'-': in people $oinirg

tire party. It ,roirlC also i:ave meaat tirat the toi*tiooo!:ip bet*een t':re unioas rni the uarty

would !:ave been iortn", aeshbiii*a .o t:re viabiiity ot_inbo::r aa au arteraative capif-

alist govenrent !?ou1,1 i:ave been-Ur*",gnt into quesiioit. tbis does not ntern ti:'at Senn is

aaother iia:rton let alone u ruoot*lioLry. cni i"u-ir-19* to look sirapty at tbe for:nr but

::t thc class coateut of such a aevetc.pntnt. -rnJitieniotty if iee ba{ won 3rena uoultl' 'beve

been put on parcrie in froat of i:ru-"fouo, vhich is ruorth any number of polemics we care

io *ri.tu eonsigsing 5i.n to t}e 'histbin of hio$ory'

Renovctiug the EoYi,rio!1t... uncierstapi'.ing the above relationship betvreeu unioos anil party

tells *s in general ','ri'rit our "ti"i"gi" 
f,asUs consi at of , it c13not tell us 

"r'he't 
shculd be

tj:e next step for suc,, a tiey or5r.nisiation *- ;;;: nl"i"e t::e tatte.part of the 60s

it vould,ihave been sectarien fc:r us to cerny ooi-oo"f e genfre't ordentation to-tbe i'10'

jo,ivever the:sc.ss xsoveaer.it vir:ic* irrii ereergerltr*";;;;;ot"*ttu to break uf tha inter-

rerationship. rt wes crus:3.ed, between tbe growilg'"ti"i" 1"tl 131 ;il oI a unitec IoCIfJ

bureeucracir vdlicil took the for-oi-ilre cocial ,,;iti""i. For the revolutionary left tire

years, no-ttr ofrout a-:iec:,eie, ot'ieif*re to reorientate to the aovement e''s a wlole"h:'ve t'eken

their torl on o*r abirity to rreiooo"u. tre elr,s"uo "ttuopt 
t9 'Ievelop or.ansiatious '-f3'ieir

.d:,icla cen Llo-,e forivarc't i:r the present crisis' ih; int"oi'" i'rhic;: binii t,e ncvenen't hr:ve

been.*rawu nuch cloFjer together but tl'ey have l:ot-yut t9yo1"- a noose ercuB'c'i tlie neck of tl:e

1e+"dbro-:ip, becruce revoluti""".riuo ,,rlio- atLenlt-io" provi*e-the couscious -I'irk betireen tr-'e

clacs aa,J cocialism =eve 
oaly 

-[*irt 
op * *ioi""i -"1 eeripEaeral retations':ip to t]re

organicetions of th'e *=rorking clacs'

Iior,reverotlrconce,ctionofreaovrtingt::e.aovencntilceGa|trestonitbeingalgooci8'ea!
but on a nececseriry oicjective 

-pro""J". 
- 

Tlr?. narteriar b,*sis on r+iriei:' tre rabour sovenent

h:rs beea construeted is be:.ag':';;l;;y"e by !19-'pi""""t erisio' This *oes uot affect just

one section but the whole *o'"ouoi'-"it io fi:is'?'!r'ich provides orrr startinr'' pcint ir tbe

preseut perio,l. It the b,rrenuJir"i r" left to-ii" ouro'devices it vrill uncloubtecly try

to fing. a irey, accomodatio" ,riii-tUe etate (*Ai"' is the basie of Tebbittl; but theoe



,.
FOeple ii.o eo.t re.treee":t s gf:38-but ire s. c:ote'-'.'r':ro, in t':'e fin*I r'nr:Iysis1 ctE be naf'e

;"i[""t"ale/replr:ce.1 by the,.rorking c]..su. Beeruse taiier:rresent con'litions sucih otr ccco-'

Et:o.l.i;tiou is not open tc tl::.e ',ror::rii;r; cI=r:o. :it- is -ot :rliei::'er to fight' irut hol'r' :ini egains't

vrhon. It is this .rrocess of *"ooou-[io;r in',.,:io], ire iltteult to interrre::e. tJnilor:Lbtrldly suel.

;;;;i"p"t;"i, r.t:rur 3ig'arate t:i:.: liniter: et tl:e..i"tuo:*t tir:e, is cccurring i:r the unionc'

rlt t]:e:eonent its slar;:.ec6 fcr:r i"-ilio.l in tne l,t'-l'. It lrr"s preeisel;r th'e f"ct that tl:e
Ieft .of the partT u;is tryiag to conc to gripc i.Iiti tlte e*perien"e of tj:e last labo''-3 govt'

ry,:ic! *Ilovreci t..:era to ru:,ite arc',-.n<.'. the $socr,''cy i'sue. iet so*e eourad'es..ettitueCc to tbis

otruggle ir::s to see it i$ e so::levf:let fi',ree cni retirer .-'ar:cl:ial nfjJeir for ier:rists to botl:"er

with. '.i:.,ot else c',,o'al-,-. the lcft:alve orgneise'J' arorr:i - ce's':'riga for the :lictators"rip of

tl::e;roletariat? ?:e:'e::scriey iooue wrls 0 Yor7 concrete.aai pr''rctieal problen' a living
struggle,nilieh we secescgil;z-hai to intervc:re in. i.iore ia;ortantly cuc-: i':1 ettif'ude aisses

the poiut cf i:.ovr pecple r"evelop; it is culy ti:rough sueh e:rperiences, s':c.'l stn:ggles t'-rat

we will. be able to reach tllea.

Are rve eapitulating to our uiiiel:?.., Lis I uar:erstan. it t=e ;'bove'!'rrovi'ies us vith an

aaalyoio of the raoieirent c.nd. cur tas.'rs as t::,rt raover-rci:t fre3*eatc u:r-ler tLie pressure of,' the

crisis. It is frcrl, thio viewpoint tbst te ':lve to locl: at t:-re iuotes o:lg l"inr'ell i:n':'n: i:ac-

aulry. It sbculci be self evi,funi.t-:.;t tbe s,:oi:te.neity ::,niL tlae crganisation at t:'se point of

;ro:uetion is a.n iutegrel :art of tie str";g;1}e c*tlialC 'lbove' EI:e CC ern':ot '1ive 
cne

exarirre of .-r;ere we .:ave ii .,,rrcli""-""eitiiate.-'- to sur i.i-: ::lilieu. rf ue l:rcr: wor'liL it not

.havc shorrn in our praitice a:r.: attitu,ie to inir:atrir:I 'l.i.c1luLos? At tl':e tise c'f, the tlrreat-

eirsci ::ess sa.cllirgs of ri worlers tj:is ti.ue lcst y,s;-r' 'r'rc r.Tere putting our or8anisrtion ou a

vrar focting rea,ly to t,.:rn it u;siCo C.o-,1'a nct cnl!:eeruse-9f -ii:e centreli"ty of our ovnr Ci-t:

but -,;eear:se cf the is-ro-rtasee rt t]:e cralis of tl:! possiLilitiss ii opened up fqr a generar)

sec stre3gle "rgaiast t-:.e Tcries. uver t-t-:c Jca.ltl wor;rers' dic':ute lre attempte{ to ucbilise

soliccrity action vrl:en aE{ wl:ef€ ;los.-ii:le, nttaeiri=' t e leej'ersl:iir for tl:o w:y tlie;r ranthc

strike an,-1, stranjery, for an orginis-.tion v.iej: is.aceorl:rcd-etiag to }abouriou, starting a

i:.ealth worl:ers f,or t":e fuII elein. Again, ratj'ier ctra::gel;" over tr:e strike at BL tm'cke

fi"';fi";;;;;-;""interrrene :8.'. attaek *:e ii;G for t'.eir ,:cccir:oflation to tl:e ci-- tribr:nite
jlSs;:rograrctc put out b;, tl:e stri:re }ea.l.ers.:iir. s:reiy if vre are going':':own tl:-e rof,::' ci
sriugton sqggests,fle r.rlri.I:: ,':.-,ve cu;;,,,;rtel'r the liIG }ine. If t':.e J''l:'i'nts to sgy t,'et vre

hevenrt aken up t:eee issues as efiicientliz ;:,c lre :ilgi:t t:el: i:erh^ps.1 would agree'

witb lxiu. If he eonc id.crs we i:eeii to io itt.ci'.::ere'.iori< witii :l:r'rtl f,ra:ctions, to a l?rge

extent preprretory worji rati:er ;]:;;;=y foru :f subctituti-'- for ti::e elass, tlsen I for one

w oulG egree. --cvrever, 'LT^.rt is fer fr-cu;:is iuplic-tion, for iin I're ire abantlloniag tJ'to

directactionelassotn:ggle.i:a;rirqt:e.Iljipricticccvert..rel*.ct7earl,n;'.r_]:.alf,hr'e.
b*en an abe*ation , naybe 

""=u 

-oi 
o". .o.u p*tiin'z ie31'lr1l-r' ''nri supporting t:e clas$ otnqgle

out of force of ]:ebit. If thet is t:e 
" 

'ou t:.eo '':uei cf our o,crk_ in t}e ijj rnakes ver]z little
;;;";: 

-F;; 
e-n',.uiber cf years nov i:'e::r.ve -:'een fig-:ti:rt c'ver tl:'e'1u'estions of rent' ao

ri.te increirses. Stre5 a ct:tr:.;;Ie :r,-s be,c:r w.',Eer'- ii very unfevs';rable elnditions 'rrecioely

because of tire 1ac.,: of i.:.nlr hiess actioa a,,geiast t::.e'fsries. 'ie broke l,its tbe Chartists an'l

other iefts o-rcr t.ris vritlsrt c,Lua.las beci"use it ','*:g e necesss.lry step. Do we '''Lo sucb ti:ings

for fun or:aerely to vria a fcr-.r -.uopte tc h na:rd' position on tl:e issue? it is t'ie cnly
conclusion Ccl. ,c-irington cau i:rslw frora t;lis give* "o" refeetisn of the .Lineot action of the

eless. the fui:-,caental stlrting i:oiut f,or tre rvh,cle arg:xrert -t:rs -aeen tLrpt tl:e cnly con-

ceivablc fcrce to eir-rry cut suei s:olic;' is ti:re;"crlli;rg elrsc' lrlto eise? - th'e lr'bour

co-.iaci1, t,:e lcfts, ti:c iTIiIt? i'ur str-:ggft in-tle -:arr{r 
-r'n on17 tel<e ug up to the point

wilici: prrivicles the nost f,.vcu:ablu p"Iit of, i'.e.:a,ri'rre for t':e openiB,-'l up of the inrl"rrptrial

strg,ggle. iliti:olX rri;::1.tiBg: to sot'::,: ioc uitri' ieft s';c. : straggle ';vage<":. i' 'l-:l'etennipecl
na naer wou1cl ncclssarilfgo heyc:rii CC.ivini;tcn's rather Tti rcutinist co:rception of tlie
inportance of, t5e i:oint cf prcricticn (; l'-pe.ra 5). ?::e zcry nature of the relationohip
bet:.r'een lccal nuthority,rorkers i:nrn the'pcinl af ploluctioa i:eanr! asir cleter:ineci figl:'t
woulrl r:l.sost ire-:ed.iately 1:ose c.uecticas if vrorkcrs contr'r1 - ','l'co is to LooJr after old
pecple, do enorge11cy rnpniro, ,.'rio :',ecic;go r+:a.t, eouneil ne =vieec sl:ot'.l'-!: '-ne uu:inteiuod"

l{ecccgsnriry seltiono oi tie-norki=g erass ro:tsi4e tLr,e:'roveiteatt e.g. tennBts adoceietions

w ouIC al;:cs.L i.:s::e.liately i:e.roiriir.Iue in the fcr.': cf i'. reat ctrike. 'hetirerthe lIJ Lee&ers

*ere a61c to seb;tage u-":. " iic-::.lte befcre it attaii:e,l, r:riej.: propcrtionsr or tlie gowt

tacked d.own is a ;3etter of c;eeui:rtio::, i'rl:nt is nct io ti:c logic of the iLisptte' i''n tLe

basis on *hich. rye .,lave goo" io to tl:,e ,*ebrte I -,go'.ilii like to iraovr h-orv tjrat is ccaitulating
to labourisn cr rejeeti-ng tl:e .lirect actioa struggle.



4.

Operating in the Mo... There are two component pa"t6 to this work ard it i6 ne66ecary to

Co both lf revolutionarJr baae our uork oE the obiective

developnent et h* Iace and eituati theo in the cont€xt of the crisie of labour-

a1lwe ldid then Ladeed we uould be be capitulating to our nilieu.
It iB a cast iron certaintY that this le the road doun uhich the IMI will go. ftrey will
Bee the obJectlve Proce6B as Bmething which will natura}lY and orgauicallY ri peBr anal ubicb

doeenrt need the iaterven tion of a revolutionary organieatioa except to ruah i t aLo[18 and

give lt good adrrice.

work is to be caried out. tle

ch are talring P

ism. If that traa

Cd EYinEtoBr ia uanting a sectarian retreat from this method aad orientationr cannot cone

out into the opan and eay eo; inateadt we are gLven the hard line of figtrtiag fro

the programte and not abandoning trotekylst PrinciP1 doiag this tbe Cd trauepoe9e

in his lnagiaation the trl$, fron a tiEY organieatioa whlcb doeenrt even

nucleus of a revolutionarY party to a fu1lY formed organieation. l1rie imediatelY pute FLI

uith tbe reforoiet leaderehLp iu conpetlng for the alleglalce of the working claea'

UnfourtunatelY thie is fantasY. A11 the hard choices t the leceaaary tactical turnB aDd

organiEati oaal courpromi (of which worklng in the l'!O is but oae ) are an absolute necega

ity for buildlng that partY in todaye claes struggle t $e learniug Proceee, rrith ite
dable niEtakes ie brushed aside and replaced by readY nade forEula aod 6quatioE6.

It iB the baLlnark of 57 varietlee of troi6kifieer e go ca].led progra@atic irtraaaiSenc e

€Er In
cl-aLn to be the

on a par

and expoeure poLitics of the lefts' and waitiutg for
I

rlt le not enouglr for

the na6aeB to cone to You.

It ie poesible to build a co8y a€ct in this marurer but not a revoluLonary organiaation'

such an attitude i, tn" !ul!ih:;;d';.;"'"""toi."," approach to the wor'd. Ehie

hae fo,nd ita no6t "u"*i"i""i-i;-th: 
;il;;.-rt arso leadi- to a conglrnerl6t approach to

nolitics where you can Eray - if the burcaucracy rri-ii""! irri", if thereforuiat leaderahlp

irad done thats then the struggle wourd be uon. it-r"y-o" o."i""""y-to point out 6ucb

noliticaL leBao!6r tot ,roi- [E r"f." lt a nethod oi oo itioal 1ite. ltis nay give eone

'cds a warm feeling but if TUleaders uere p""p*"d io fi6ht there would'be uo need for

orsaniBationa aucb a6 ;":-il;;p;oaotr- is'Htlralry iaearret - ue w111 chalse peoplsB

oerceptiona of the worLd through our good Ldea8' Not only is thie ' - a' recipe for paesLve

oroooeaada. lt doesnrt deverop the 8tru881e "" 
t;;;8'"i""tii* *itrtio the noveneat ' rt

i"-io""""ritv a retreat froo connuniet n€thods'

revolutionaxieB to have correc
coarect ideae have aLready beetr aet down in CaPital

t ideaat^
and thev

forget that
estoift lt ia

ta6k of the revoluti oaarY PartY
noveuent. OnlY ln thLo nanner

to vreLd together the correct ideae with tho maa6

can atr idealabour (f,re league faced uith a turn)
becone a driving force I

t
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tla the caae6, uh€re the CP Etill renains an organiaation of a nunericalli
iaei6uificant minority, the queetioa of itB condtct oB the ma63 6truggle
fronl doee lot aBEuEe a deciilve practical. and orgatrleational elSnlfica[c€. o

But uherever the CP already coaBtl.tutsB a hu8e political force .. Yheneref
the party cmbracesr 1et, us Eayr a qualter or a third of the. orianised
prol;tarian varguard.. it is coafronted sith the questlon of the IIF..i

(On tne UT p 92 The first 5 years of the Cfj

Itr Britain to car r'y out the gI lrP tactic we would ba taLkiug anout, and let us be Senerou6
to the cd, a co@uni6t party of ] mi1Iion. te are hovering arount the 20O nark. It is
clearly irpossible to talk about a UF of, ttrat 6ort but it is precisely thiB framework tbe
cd trye to inpoee ou the UStr r-ilfarl organiesti olr etatue; Lending wiiSht to tle idea that
we can coopete nith the refornist bitreaucrac5r o[ equal teras f,or tbe aileg:ialce of the clasg.
In attempting to build a relationsbip w:i th the organieatione of the c1aa6 rre have nain-
tained the car'dinal principle of a1I cooounitet taetics rnax-imru organieational fle:dbility

with the Eaiatonance of our Bolitical and *deological independaace. Bocauee the cds
have under66ti[ated thi8 point they fail to uader6tsnd that our or8adisational foml ca!
take any Blrape rre choo6€ as.1ong as political independanc e is naiatained.. If cde coreider
this ia. uot poesible they thetr ! Et congider that nothing cau be doae iB the n'ovement.
the road to TIIs io by a eimLlar approach to that in the l.[0 and we elreddy prirct ic6 it.

It is not only the Utr. wlth whLch we are beaten round the head, but a16o the fir6t tte6is
for adnLsaion to the Ctr, once again with the inplication that we have abaDdoned ou,
connitneat to the firet four congresees. Cds should be auare that the use of the 21 polnte
of entry wag to atrictlJr deoaracate the intentational froo all aeutrlBt 6refornist partiee
eo that the iuternationil wis fomed 'on ldeological cfar;tty; and preeentin8 the tairk8 6f'
cq6runi6t parties forrned around the Bolshevik revolutLonr not the taks and tactics:of a
1OO ol so Lormuniets. frotskyt dealtng with this queetion in the period of the laternation-
alra degenerationr looka at Lt fron thls perapective:

rQ Is it poesible to coEgider at thie 6tage iEdependant existeDce out6ide the
maee organi sati one? |

rA The fact that Lenln wae not afrairi to break rith P1eka[ov in 1905 and to
remain a sna1l Leolated mlnority bears ao uilitht beceus€ the ato€ LeniD
renai'ned inside social democracy unti.l 1912! aart in 192O urged the affillatioB
of the British CP to the Labour Party. while it ris neceesaqlr for the revolut-
ionary party to oaintain ite independaac€ at all timea a revoluti@ary Sroup
of a fev hundred can work moat efficieltly at pre66nt by oPpoBition to
social patriots within the naBE Jrartiee. In view of the lncreaeing acuteneaB
of the iaternational situation it ie abeolutely easential" to be uithin the
maes organisations while the poseiblity of doing revoLutionaqir work reuaias.
/\ny such 6teri].e or formalistic enterpretatioa of Marxien in the present
Eituation irould dlsgrace a chltd of ten" ( Interview on. British problens -
1935 -6 p 92$

EniBgtotrI G failure to graap the difference between a snall group and a Party ia. central to
hls lolemic which, when it coneE to dealiag with a concrete iseue auch as.the uithh-bunt r

blind him to uho we are. He attemptB to inpoee aterile fornula and equatioas oa aa analysie
of vhat is happening in the MO. Qtrite conrlctly fie are tol,d that working in the l'lO alloue
u6 to argue ori potiti". rit ie obvioue and alwa yE has been that social deoocracy wasurt
goEng to let tfrai frappen lndefiaitoly.. 'r{hat ue ire begtuning to see nou uith the Rld- iD
Eo"tiof of the NEC i-s- Just that EociaL d6oocracy moving to defend itseu(p 4 para ,)r. ..

Firstly the equation is false tbat we are the ceitral axis about uhich the. witch.-ltl],1t
uas etirted. It betrays a totaL nisuaderatanding about the novenent iu the party arld the
nature of the battle takiag pIace. It started Juat over a y€af a8o after Ben[ loBt 

-the-
d6puty leaderohip battle, 20- or so l4Ps threatened to defect to the IiDF t Foot cane off the



fenoe going over to the right wil1ingly or not conBtituting the preBent bloc !'hich ha6

enablei thE witch-hunt to ievelop, wlti or course the essential TU backing. Their basic
target wa6 the advance6 Dade in the party on the queetiofl. of democraly' and the-need

to ia:rce the party a viable capitd.ist alternative to the 1oriee. Almoet iuuediately Beta

beBar to retieat- or nore preciaely fefuaed to move forrard on to the offenaive' Btre uert
stlge waa an attack oa th; lfl "" itb right took over the relne of power, and the uaity of
the-left which had been built up over tie years begaa to fra8pent. :[he cry?to-Staliniet

"""ti""-.i 
trr" tcc, c-4, the ILir (not the ierniteg) took up the riaht nlng cudgels aad

U"S* io define the party *ith then as the left wing. What did we do in thi s .ituatio.?
we-warned continually in the paper againet the consequenceB of retreat and attempted to
reforn the Left. I1rl teft didn; t regroup gntll- after the conferetrce partly because we

were not a big enough force to act aI a pole of attraction, ard partly because of Mra

excluaiveEe6s atrd their unwillingnese to uaite. Many peopl'ee aLso believed the thr6at
was all hot air.

rFiretly a witch-buut is above all else a heightenin5. of the strugSle between reformiem

and revolution""y uo"i.fi*.. it will win (reforole;) if :'t ca! ailence us and thereby
avoid having to iight on the theoretical p1ane.'. .l (p 4 para 5)

ta6 the witch-hunt pgainst the Boranite€ in the los onB betvreen reform and revoluioaariee?
Nol neither is thi6 6ne - the iitention 1a the de.tabilisation of the party; the reaction
of the witch-hunt ua6 to the democracy campaign not from either or.rr or Me propogander-

fhe inplication ie that only revolutLonaries 6an break up the preeent leadership of the
p"rtir'rfri"f, cuta you oti iiom any unCerstanding of the movenent of the 

_ 
class and Our role

yitbin it. AB we have said of thl democrcacy campaj.gU it can quite easily over a- period
of tiee be institut6onallzed, but to sirnply iee tnat wouLd be to eee ite form rather thau

"r""" "*t""t and dyncamic. 1,he idea of- riforniets engaging in a theoreticel battle Uith

uE aeena ridiculour (although Benn did win the i"i"t" or the decade oa pointe).

rsooLal donocracy Uill 10se if it i6 rurable to exp€I uE of sil.dnae u8 altd we are able
to fight for our progranme.. | : t

Social democracy uill-vria only if it expele ue becauee how are they going to keep.uo 3iie1t?
Thie cal only be explained ii' you stari fron a view of the party ls an orgalisational and

techalcal in6trulent i rather tiran a relatively honogeneous ideological force. Everything
flor.rs from this including technical inatrunenls su"h "s our paper. How can cds. elrplai!,
this when looklng at the"tl,I, e:qlerience where Socialist Outbook wa6 banned ia 54 lo 57
(the steft of thI neweletter) and the SLL had no ppper of their own. 'Itrey did ho!,ever

ii""S.-t.-f".a-a-powari"f movement in the docks aud- muctr e16e bedides. The cruc:&aL test
for us whould be over au isaue lite the health yorkers dispute. trJould we change our pro6-

ran,rre r would we chan5ie our attitudeg if we were a proocribed organizatioa vithi! the l0?

6"

UhrJr should we?

rIt wi1l also have lost if in the. course of expelling uE it i6 forced to expel part
of its left flank I

cracked.

The bureaucracy would be only too p]eaeed to evict a.fehlrtrouble nakers I if tbey were at
the point of being .ure to 

-.lp"i-"i-irrrr"r, 
would iu itself aliBe from our ieolatiou).

our tactic here would be quite cLear. Attenpt to win them to the ust, naintain a broad
paperr and reorientate the whole bloc of 

"r<pltl"a 
people to the MO for re-adnission. Ttre

irn'fy i,rgunents against this would be if the break uas so LarS€t o! if it had ehch vide
rrrifi"Itioor in the fU that the wholertechnical division of labourt betr,{een the MO aad IU

'iIt is only through a political 6trug8le that euch a break will occurr.

ltrie is true, but what does cd Ebington tbitrk ha6 takeB place- over- the last few yeare? .,
How did we arrive at the positioo rrf,"r" the uitch-hunt i; taking place except throuSb the
ebb and flon of that political. struggle? In what realn doee political struggle take place

i." trr" 
"a - i" eome iordoned-off arEa 1abel1ed rpol-itical etruggle for Trotslryietsr or

do"r o* 6truggle to rrln such people to revolutioiary socialism take pLace on a different
pLale to the cLa66 etruggle itself?



rll}re inportance of fightin6 the register io that it Le over the iesue that a cLea!

"piit-rti" 
occutred in;ide ;ocial dimocracy (p4 para 5) i

fhie is sinply not the case. It i6 factuafly inaccurate becauBe a) it is now confe::ence

;;ii";-#li" tirr. rr"" t"rp"a irr" elenents- wiro want to attack TrotekvLsts to naiutain the

[i"*iti.r ine left and c) it has 8enera1ly eplit the left otr tbe leve1 of tactics-
Ilowever the nain dividins iit; 

-ueirela 
right- anrt left remalne the queetion of exprlsiope'

It is here that the maia split has ariaen. How. have ue dealt nith thls question? fT f:?'
leading the retreat we trav'e led the fight for a boycott -of the T:81"t":: Uhether we should

continue thi8 ha8 
"frr"yu1""rr- " 

tacticil queetioa depending on the nunbe" of forcee we are

able to ralIy. fhe CL,PD i,SU l,tu beea put dowa ae oui narker ' If ue 6tand aloe shouting

the priaclple or non regi;iraiion trre dlps uill tuln rould to us and aayrwhy' when everyone

else has registered, have you not? l{e o" p""p.r"a to defend aaybody andeveryotre (ni1Iing1y

or otherwise) against e:q)ulsLon becau6e it ls a-oatter of priaciple but you peoplet haring

lost the battrer want to-rnate 
-a principle out_ of defeat. whya r of course it ni8ht be

p"r"iUi" io berate then for tleii lacX of a Marxi't perepective but our defence of non-

regtBtration $ould be ".."o"" tecarse the que.tion oi non-re6:ietiation ie not a! ab.olute

prlnciple"

rrt wourd however be politically wrong for anyone coneidering themeeelves revolutioaary

'ociali't 
to acce.,rt regietration Suet ue"aisl l;"y-;;;" atte to do sor (p 4 para 

-)
Whfsuchanj.6suecasotbeexpl.ainedasa_matterofprinciple.asthecdasaert6.f,heClJe
have made their ba6e fine ifre ilsue of e:pulsions; we are deciding. our tactics from the

position of the qLP AGM:- il; Si""t.t the'unity on thi6 issue the harder it will be for the

;iA;;; "It""r.. 5o CLpe "r" i"" nore sutatantiaL than oae. ltis unltv haa bee! brought

about i! the face of the retreat ald active BabotaEe of Mtr.c-4 etc' around the formation

ofLAUinwhichwehaveplayed,aroleinproposingandbuilding'

?.

StayiEg with the ]eft.... One of the 3€ttfal reasone for the retreat of the left if the

forthcomiug elect ion. fhis ha6 been a trunp card in Foot re pacE, though it naY well rebouad

on hin lf the left caa Put up a unified fight. 'rJhether novement aB

a vrhole ie beginning to focus ou that electiont while
onplex than Cd Euingt
-4). CertainlY there

cn believes (we are fighting with the Bernites at the CLPD AgM a8ainst

we like it or aot the
the retreat of the lefts is nore

c
c is no evidence to €how that the feft has been declsively defeated'

ef prinary inPoratance is the fact that the CLPs remain soIid. It eeetre inconceivabl"e

that rwhoever rins the electiont these forces will not re-orSatu. se them6elve6. IE rrhat

concrete forn thie takes iE open to debate, but f,or Cd Evlagtoo . to' den, . thtit . g6!€!a1" i6ht
Lg ia,. reallt, .t6. diqr' our bf the novenent. ed at the beginniag of thi6
docunent if the cds dieagreed with that analyBis thetr they Ehould explain our ehortconings,

or nore oreciselY
becoee LrreLevant
the working cIaE6.

EiD

how the I techrdcal diviaion of Labour I outlined by Trotr 6kY has beea broken t

or can be by-Paseed , not oimplY bY a hundred or so revolutioaariee brt bY

As I etat





b) Honen's oppression arose rith the dawn'bi ffivite prope'riy a^i:At ttr! teginninss of '

class differentiatlou. Prevlow to thls, as. fqr.ae can be known, socieiy ra6
organised- oa the basia of connunal properbyr equality and sribstetbnqe. Fitli.Lhe
possibility of ,a irpplus, da.veloped the po-tential for uneq"al weErlth'i4fl fr6iir'liat .
the exploitation of one human betng by another, A11ted to this, rIoDBn be}anrc.. ..,
confiried to the fanr-iIy in sexual nonogar[r, and exclud.ed. fron socia]- produ0tion'anal
onnerstrip...It .ls vro[en! s. role in the farntly and. lts tlivorce. f,roro soclal prduction -
nhich ts-at the root of women's oppressstoir. . , .. . :.

ci capitarisnr continues ttre oppresesion of women wh;.ch it inherits r"o, prdttoG ';t:'',
class socleties, but shapes it to its onn purposea. tlre epeclfic features of ..

capits,liBrl - wage labour, comnodity prottuction - put thelr own etarop on the foru

d) Capitaliarn in creating the worklng class ireate'i iis drir'grave-tiisgei.t tti t '

strivin6 to end their erploitation and for their liberation, workers can not ain to
becorne a new elgloiti4g class,. but to put an enct to the whoJ.e etrpch of exPloitatign' ..

i.e. the creatiog of a classless Eociely. Ttre precordition for (9in6 this.is'that
the working olass becones consaious of its histori6. ro1e, bbcones a'rolass for ttself'
breaklng olf tfre chaine flhich, tie it to.itE. oppresegrq " Qenlra1 to thiE is.-the l

recognilion.,that ronen's oppreision is a. vital- pirrari 
-of 

cla5s socieiy a1{'^5' .

ba,rrier to ttre aehiev"*"i-ii rtura,i iit";pii".. '-_ ' " t 
."'.,.1..- uu .'

:il

1.W I



2/
g) f,lberatlon can not b€ Stven frou outslatre. It ls a filrd.eneatal tenet ort l{arrcis[
that o41y t&e ol4resaed can enaure trrre
llteratilon. ftria la espclally trile for t oran xho for aLl of recordetl hiatora have
been denleal th€lr om volce., havc had thslr posltlon ar"l tjlelr lnterestE tlef,ineil f,or
thea by their Etren rlt'ttln tlre mveoent, rouen have lrad

anil self-activlty of ttlo

to tn€ s6i:dsn of their courades to have tnetr fl6ht
talren serloua\r.

But lt is tStlnately ln tlre tntereBt otr that uorrenent that wonen's noloes are hea,rtl
ttat som of the crltics of ttre asilIt 1s no colncltlarce

hrrearrcratlEatlon of ttre SPD wafe wo[€n tE tRefo::n or Revol,utlon' whlch
ttat degeleratloar Zettrdn rlro leif lts ltoDen I B DovBDBnt in

ogposition to the SPDrs cafltulatlon on the tlarl exlLeil llollontai who, even before
Lenin, began to sesrch for tlre causeB of Urls tulation, ard llnlteil tt to the
buaaucratlc lnsensltlvtty to rorn In tbB

Opportuni st organlsatlons \r thelr veqy natt4e concrntrate tlrelr chicf attontlon

(

or the top layers ,rf t re rotldrt8 class ad the:lefore lpotre both tXre youttr ard tho
floen rorlrer' : I}qtsky ln the ouE of the transltlon l Prog!a06 he

o

or

ttris roflects

it neerl

to a

ftre elanee of ttre slat €e, W the natlEe of thelr exlstence ' a'!e
to hreaucratlsn, and excluBLon.

D(xJ$

rln lcall
oonfllcts

aepecielly rnrlnelable

2. 'Sexual PollticE'

a) Ttre fedntst crltigue of lhfirisl ceatree rourd. its a]Ieged. fatlul to aaa{yse
oalo alodnatlon ln the poner relatlonshlPB bgtne€n ne! a,rd r.onen, rhLch tlrcy Eee as
tle centra.l qrrBtlon of woma's

every such relationstrip
,

Lsa
ldlvlalua.l Den ff.f,;-Ea

be solved collectiveIy.......... Ue lilentlfV rith aLl *ousn. Ue

or:r best iatereet as that of the Poorest, nost lnrtaI1y opgnessed ronen.
Ir fl€httng for ouc 1lberatlon x9 xIlI alrays tEJts +,t!e Elal€ of ron€n

litreir olrynreeeors. Ile 1111 not ask rhat ls
reprlnted 1nfl'l o

, ard th€
ttrat can on[y
define

gnlv xhat ls good for ron.
Fentnist Revolutlon Io )

o

base ' to ttre

'#
*cd tl*.!

of tlrls failure l&r:tlstE have litt1e 3ay on lEBuer of
-taorual pollticEr ( e.g. rape, serdralityr ln trrn leads to
either a talI-entting or cynical nanlprlatlon of feulnlEts ard, tt6 won€n'B Dvenent.
Elther these lssuoE are legithato areas of cotrcern, ln which case Ua.fiign ls
Btror.n to be lnadequat€, or they a're uerely a cover for rflElrlng expedlt.onsr rhose
aln is to oonvlncg ronen to Jettlson their otm coDoerns in favour of 'reis,l' po1itlcB.

Ineofar as ttrose who naJ<e a claln to be !{ar:rtst have falletl to nake thte analysta '
uot Eo nuch a flan 1a tlre basic theory, as a failrre by lttarxlsta to

deve}ope t,ttat theory beyonl re:se repetitioo of fonnrlaB. ltrch 9f eelf-styled

.j:rr,

has coaslsted of a Elupllstlc focuB on recononicg t atd
def,iD€al to excluile olen out of ttre rorklng cLass;

rtrich lgnores ff?to1e areas of naterial reallty, e.g.
can not hope to be adequate to expladn how a oentraL prop of capltaltEn lB
TtrlE ilEfocuEeeB t re BtrugBLe arav fton need, especi&lLy tlonen t B need,e t the

and therefora fallE to a"nswer the
for. tlltlnatsly, lt leads to

qu€Btion
a d.6ida1

of
fitetetc. rqual.ity of eocial lEoltiEion'

flhat sort of Eocl,aller t'e are flehtittg
nea hane lBtelegt In oppneesing , or that there LE a sterial
confllcts nen ad rorn.

b)
of

!{uch of thls critlclsn ls apt, hrt lt ls alned at a caricatr:ra of t/hr2.l8tsr ono

doee
be trrre. En6e1e' analYeis of the of ron6n'g otr luesBton
for an of reer<ual politlos lril66il En€B1s' 1. the

for uuch feniulst, IncltdtDg ttdlcal thBoaT. ErgB].a hircelf,
o1ea,rl6r that nale arplenaoy a'rd confllote betneen uen a,rd rroDsn have 4
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naterial base :.Ihe first claes antagonisrir in hlstoqr coincides $ith the developnent of

the antagodsn betreei nen a,nil wonen in monoga, olrB ma^rriage, ard the filgt

"iLu ;pit"""lon rvith t'hnt of the fenaLe Eex by tho ma16 ' '

UhiLe it is not PodElble 6lnP1Y to read off solutlons to currsnt, ?roble48 fto[
Engels rork, Lt aloeg Proviale th€ baEls on which to begtu Thou€h to a ce-rtain .

extent thb qrlerltton of wonentE opllreEsion a^nil prlvate propert$ iE a I ehicken ard
e8E sst in notion the ProcosE iE se1f-reparoducing. Men

need wonents enforceil nonoga.qr to provlde l.egitinate heirs to shon to paes on theit
proBerty Ihis exclueive access to wonen !E Eexual services i8 both the oechanisn

i one, lt is clear +;tiEt once

for the continuance of Private pmperty anal realuces ?ronen thetrBelveE to the Btatus
of property. Chtldren ftmction as both pi'operty ard, in their turt' if theY a.re

DaIs aB For flotlen it involves both alienation fro[ the fruitE
of their own bodlee and porerlessbess since theY are denled the possibility of owning

passing o.n pmPertY.OT

$ith the ilevelopnent of c.aeB society, cortloa a: shift fBom nakett brute for,ce as the

d#;;;i-*ip"Jy rfgrts to nore:ry-etlfled neans of control r 1an, relision'
ia*i"o,. o"^ t"ireri to.G"r to JuBlily ard consollda,te class rule ard. the rule of
nen over wouen. part of iti" coni,"of ls.the nale clefinitlon of wonen'e Dature aJd

u"xo"r:.ty.flrishasrrarietlovertiraefronrthevlewthatwornenareBexually
ffi;i;r;'.*#**-or ir," devtl who ngst be fin6y cmbed a,nd denieil alL huna'n

,iit i" i""t they ihragl uren-aown io their leve]., to ihat whictr sees then as f,eebLe.

asexual and in need of 
"ii"it"rt "i 

t"o, *ru trarsh realities of the world ( and

therefc:!? eti1l need to ti,e exctrided fbo[ any 
""V 

t" tt "-**fng of thelr'liveE ), ard

a $hoIe ganut ln tetHeen.

llhat theBe &ifferent tiews have iE cotmon Is ttrat ttrey are alien, inpqee4 fuon the '

"irTJf,i",-trri A;;; "p.;iJ 
tdst by belng ascribed as women's natural ctra3acter-

r;ii;;:' por"i-int"*.ii"" ti,""" oppiessiv6 views of thenselves, and thus. not onLy

are denied i exte:rnal' p"ip""ty-t"i-it, i ""r"" 
do not even own thei-r internal life'

Felnini6t. lvo?k on language le**"It tt" Aj-fficu1ty of finding words, concepts ' to
ffifi[,j ;;di6 ,rh#;i; nor rea,*firm. thie oppression. 0f couree. r.anSua€p aloeB

"it-"i"rtl u.rts'olylressive ""aHty, 
but the iob of. changtng it is made aloubly

aifti",rft W the inability to even expreBg lt c].early'

AJ.loppressedgroupEareforceAtoope:steincond'itionswheretheiroppressora'.
define the ternE, but for wonen thls problen is peculiarly "9"!t:. 

I'la'1e sr4rremacist

i6eologr pervadeE 
""ury 

lru"li t"" fit", especiiuy the nost lntirnate. The f,a,nl1y

;;;il";rJ, ;rationsirii-si-wtri"r, io" *iu 
"6rkers 

provide soDe Bort.of refirse from

I5"iiti"i, ""4-;-pi;t[iffi, 
i"-io. wornen ttre arene-in which oppreBsion is at its

sharpest.

For all oppressed peopLe, a irarb of their strug:gLe is to see thenselves with thsir
orn eyes, to define tt ui" si[,-tion as a.Etep io overcoraing the contlitions of their
;;;;;i;";- ro"-*or"r, rhi;-";"d is partic.,irty urAent. oeniea aa, genee of ttreir
orn hi_story, cau8ht in a' doubre-bind-which decre€s iomen are happy 'tn their place'

JJ lt ir,"i;t" "it r,"ppv,*,"iire 1ot I'+ IoFn' the first BteB to becoqdns

consciouE of their po"itio-n-iu-rerusal to interpret theix own erperiencea in their'
oo. pressori F terms.

Ttre converse of the ali-perrasiveness of ruling class i.deolo6r- ig. ttrat the experiences

of clase soctety u"" in [i"."1-"ontrrAt.tiotr t6 the tdeological picture. But while

workers are constantlv f;;; 
-bi-;;;-*to" 

of- capitaJ.ist production itself to
develope a collective "oi""io*i,""" 

in oppositioi to t'tre ruting ' c1a'ss ' it is in the

nature of uoiren,s opp*""iii-fr"i-ffi aiii*t-tf-between ideo1o65r ana real exlprience

ie likely to be fett u" iiii"laio};#t r"1t"g. For this reason it is especiallv

necea.arXr for women t" ";;-i,;e"d"i-", 
*o*n to c6nbat ttreir oppreesion. and it is

paxt of the politlcal "tffEgi;'4iinet 
oppresssioo-to-.*ot r.ee'ltEt self-organiBation'

workins class ronren, :r, l#it-a" y str"t!-re for-Existence ' ao nave a tradition of
or€anising together, but";;; ;;" "ii;?;€d. 

oppoaition fron worklng claaB uen rho

Bee Buch or€anlsation a.e aivi"it'u or a threat to their nrale priviledge '
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Thropghout histor;y and. up untiL the very recent pas!, wo1el.have been seen as
literClly the property oi men, and denibd. not on-1y the rieht !o own oroperty,
a ri6ht ttat onfy-app11es to men of the privlledgpd. cl.asses' bu! ,f"g.controI over
theii earnings a,ira ir"n rights to their chitaren in the event of narital cLi-spute.

ft"i f,""" be6n forced. lnto eeononlc d.epend.ency and thus ln a positlon fron.yttlch
to itrattenge male clon-tnance ls to put thei-r nhole existence at risk, Nonethelese'
*o*"n have"foqght back, and. Iiterally having nothing to lose, have prov.ed' the moet

tenaclous fighiers both for their orn rights and for class Liberation.

bven tod"qy, while women do possess formal eguality, the same property relations
ottain. Oeni"a the possiUiffty of a LivitrB fi&go, segregated. into the nost menial,
1q$r-paying jobs, treited autonatically as d.ependents if they are out of work, wonen

ftre ever-present threat of se:nral violence reinforces thi.s. Worner.r nho-escape being
seen as the property of a partisu}ar nan are seen as 'falr ga,me' for aLl rnen to
ab,rrse, se:ruauy'hamaes and even rape. Those who are tied to a partlcg|9-ma1-are
seen as 'his, toay ard soul. fhe fact that a rum can rape and batter 'his' wife
with virtrraL impunity reveals how little tras ctranged. fundemental34y. :

c) lilapcisn has clefined itself in opposi.tion to fenrinisn, becaus" I*". Pgel t9 cYt . " '

across cLass politics, proclairdn&lhe sisterhood. of all women. But hietorical-
materialism ilseLf Loeates the oppression of All wonen in the salre processes which
gavebirthtoc].ass6ociety,an1_ieesmen'Spdwerover$omenrootedinnonoga.ryarrd.
ionen,s exclusion fron social prod.uction. Wtrat it has not d.one is d.evelope thie
analysis beyond first principles, or solved the contmdiction between the conmon

opprlsslon anA the'nefoie the corunon intereet of wonen of all classes and.-the ne$ 
,

f-oi ctass gnttyi it tra^B nerel-y eide-stepped the ptroblen. declaring fenirlisn, and

rith lt sexual politics, anathems.

'I.eninisrn d.oes indeed. see aII women as having a coruron interest: radical fenlnisn
seea won6n as an oppressed class, telescoping Enge1s' analysis into the yi-ew that , :

ilomen are the firsl-oppressed cIass, fron this flow the sloea,ns rperson*l i" politicalf.
an4 ,sisterhoocl is poilrftrf'. Persona-l relatlonships ( beterosexual ones) are seen
as relationships between different classes, and the solution to these confllots ir
seen as the unity of women as a cLass. They focus on sexual violencer -f,or e:ra.lrplet
as instances of Lfasp confliot, to elucidatl ttre violence inherent in 'noruall
relationships betweeir nen and ronen.

Because these i.ssues have become identified with radj.cal feurlnist politics, l{ar:cists
have terded to ignore these issues for fear of being tainted. nith alien' cross-class
politics. ,Sex iar' is rejected. as a perspective, and with lt any recognition that
men benefit from wonenrs oppression.

But ,sex rar,, in the aen6e of a conflict of interest between men a.nd. women' does-.
exist; the poini is to recogrrise it and. offer a way out of the cLead.-end. Xtre far:lt
of femini n ties not in its clains for the identity of interest of all women" but
that it denies any d.ifferentiation. traditionalLy, feminist movements have sub-
orllinated the interests of the nass of women to tLe most prlviledged.. In seeltine;-

to focus on issues which r:nite -all women, they ignored. or d.ovm-p1-ayed !h9 s*r:ecific
interest of the nost oppressed..'*L d.oing so, they corrld not deliver what they
p=orni.""a, l-iberation foi. all women, and. instead settled for equality for 99$9, 

:

The fai1rre of feminj-sn has been in not recognising ttr,at women are dj.vided. by c19,ss",
;.racer rlartonarlty, ete. ftre failnre of latterd.ay lrlarxiste in practice has been in

not recognising ilivisions in the working class on lines of sex. l4a:ccists have.a

creditabLe record. in d.ealing rlth racial and. national.rlivisions in the class, taking
the intereste of the rnost oppressed as the interests of the class as a whoIe,

""""Srri"ing 
that tirue cLass-unity can onLy be bullt on the basis of, acknowled'ging

ih. tdris-of tJ:e oppressed..
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tlhen it eones to feministB challen6ing 'nale power' L. e. oppr€sslon too ofLen thts
is 6een as'an attack on tnen as men lrather than on roale Prtvi leilee. If ronepr s

stfl€g1eE a,re tlivlgive, it is becauee the llnes have been tlrarm ln the flfon$ Place.

Insofar aB lale worrkerE fieht to naltrtain their priviledge ' tfiey arc fightt!8 t
capltalisol It iE ttreir fallure of conEciorrgneEe in acceptlng a Ehared interest

oplEesBorB I fa,ct, !{aniste have fought a€ainEt the

s€l"f-intereet of rnale $orke!E. In the debate on ronen I s light to tlo:r-k

in ttre last centuqir, it wae the Ma.r:<lEts who fought agptnst woneri' g excluston froli
the labour Dovelpnt ard ra6ocl work, ra,nging thenBeLves agalnBt odtrer cumeats in the

labour novenEnt flho Bafl $onents paial e[ployment as a ttrreat to ngn's Jolr6 ard

fa,nily Iife.
firrttrer reason for the reJection of antrr stnrggle round sexual Poutlcg -has been

ttlenttf,lcatl on of 'Personal ls politlcal' ilith Llfe-Btyle ?61ltics'A
EEI

anil thuE rtth refortrlErl. It 18 clorrlY tfl€ tlrat cha4lng ouets perso:raI life ls
no Eolutlon to laobl.ens that ar€ built lnto the systen, nor is this solution even

accesslble to the naJorlty of the nost opp:resEed rooin. But that ls not to eaY

that rpersonaL' relations are sonehow outslde of PollticB that ts a lreacti oDa.qf

qtBtification *rich otEcures rea;l lnequa1tties of porer between oen and rbrnen. llre
fenlntgt concern rith I'erEonal lEsueE ie prreclsely to deqrgttfy ttrese relattonshlpe,
to reveal the eocial roots of xhat

AAAAAAAIAA

are felt as lndlividual tnadequaciee.'

AAAAAAAAAAAAA

3,

A di6pmpoltl.onate a,nount of energr in any aliEcusalbn on ttre twonen questton' is
d.evoted to aPelling out the tlangers of adaptation to feninien. life-
EtyliErn' etc. 'Chlle it shouLat be eelf-evittent that rse do not aee pieoe-neaI

refo:ms as able to fund.ernenta1J.Y alter the Positlon of rromB8, we tto not take such

a sectarian attitude to other stn€g1eB lle are for th€ abolition of the wages

syEten, but we ilo aot hedge our aupport for grouPs of norkers fighttng for r,agB

increases round with caveats that HagB increa,ses won 't solve the funclenentaL

pmblens of the $orkin€l claEE. i{e propoge a Eystero of trans ittonal ilena,rtls to

linlc up the day-to-day stnr6gle .round. Itarticular iBsues of nages a^nd jobs t ith the

generaL lseal claaE solutione. Our slogan of d maas florking clasE $oments novenent

is an appllcat ion of th18 transitional nethoE to the BtrugBle8 of wouen.

c) tle recognise that the labour novenent a^B it iE at Pregent constitute0, organis-

atlonalJ-y '
po1ittcally, arfl ideologicalLY ' ls unfitted for the task of freeinf

iteelf and all hunanitY : lt requires radica.l transforuation before It can take on

its historio ro1e. I{e reJect the idea that the labour uovemnet rri11 evolve
revolutlona,rlr conBclousneBs 3 it requires struegle bY

of the fr:ntlenentalrevolutionaries rithin the noveneat. oire

tleficienciea tn thie resl,ect le in relation to xomen in the labour norrenent

It riIl be the etnrggle of $otran in the labour novement, flotkirt8 claEs rouen, who

have a buzniag imediate lntereEt

AAA

a) t{ornEn's liberation is parb 9f gg progr. a'orne:. 6o.wo relate to. wonen struS8ling
r6.'.i,i"i" rit"ratioa not. in orter-6' ionvince them to sivg u9 t'tut strugg!'e in
favoule of sone other, Uut-t"-convittie them that our poiLtical appmach is the only

o"" tfrat ri.Ll Ensure'the achievenent of ouL comnon objectlve'

b) tlhtle, self-evidently, we believe our. polltics to be ttre only ones that riIl
ensurs this vlctory, *" 6.o ooi pl"a,ce rgtinaturs on $onen stnrggX.ing aa they see it
for their liberation U' a"mantUii tt'at hey accept our politics fron the. outset' Ue

rtruggle alongside uff ,o,oeo *t o""re .onmLtt"d. to the lietrt tor liberat5,on. wit6out

;;ffi-g-;;i;;" trr. "ioito o* or", politics. s\rrbhermore r.e are conntttetl to
buil6ing.a Dorrensnt o1. ronen to free tirenselves. Becau.e of o,r pnderEtanillng of
the stlategLc itqlortance of wort<ing claEs, as an lntegral part of the rorking cLass

and the nost opgreesed Bection of nonen,' re are for t[e tulfaing of a mnenent of
;;i;; "r*" ii*". wrtrrir-itiu, "" oe,- for our partlcrilar polltlcs' flhl1e not

;;;ffiirs ;;*n flho 40 "oI-*,"""-6* 
politics or wonen of other clas'eE nho

und.ergtanc the need to reiate to the iarticular oppression of working cl.asB tronen'

effEct thiE transfornati on.
in chaLlenging the sexi.sn, $hlch riil. lEo..tnartlJ
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d) Ttre novement rle fight to builtt shouLd be autononous. thir'is not the aane as
seperatist. SeperatiEts deflne ren aE lren as the eneIryr and refuse' trir associate
In qqy $a,y rittr nen. they ilefine the laborr novenent artt a1I ltB constttuenta aa
nale-doninateit, anil reJect class politlcs aral olaes solldarity as coLlaboration witlt. .

the enery. A xorklng cLags wonBn's nov.enent can not anit should not'ti: 'autonomous' , r

tn thlg sena€ fron claes polltlcs. But it ca.n and nust d.ecide lts onri iltrection,
for several reaaoDs r
i)-piiiii-ttJ-Ii"'rse1" of all oppreseed groups is that the oppreesetl tzhenselvee
nust take control and ilefine their dtru661e for thenselves.
ii) lten, inclrding working clase a,ud revolutionar5r nen. have a vested interest in
naintaining ttre onpression of $oDen even though t'hie contradicts thetr own long-term
lnterests. Ihey lrive the 'power of Langua6o' td define rronen'e stnr6gl"es'as for
exa,nple, 'ilivieiver, 'counter-revolutiotrarXrt , even rse:cistt. Ver1r often they ma,y

not even be conscious that they are raotivated by vestetl i.nterest alrd. not 'obJecttve r

criterta. l{orking clags floD€n nust th€refore develop€ thelr'capa,city to Locate th€tr
own best interestE and act on then. I '

lit) $hiLe nen in the Labour arovenent Dalr cone to recogralBe that lEEues of women'g
specific oppreEsion are clasE lseuee, erperLence shors that ttrls only happens a,fter
wimen have- taken the initiatlve and fought for the labour novement to tate r4r ttre
igsue, e.g. abortion right
i;i -il" ffi-i;rded 

- 

wort'ot roen in ttre sociaJ.lst movenent in organising ronen. which
is helat rp aB a. nodel, was onJ.y accompllEhed ln the teeth of opposition fuotr tieil!
,rle coruad.es. thus do we go fo::nartl - yesterday is cohtroversies beconing todalt
paJEceaE.
v) ft is clear that issueE nhlch are only now be6inning io be tlebated ln the labour
movenent ( sexual violence, lesbtan riehts ) wouLtl never have come to a'rqr sort of
proninence rithout radica"l fenintsts ralsin6 euch a huE a^ntl cry that they becono
of public conceln.W TWEWfuffi vw.wwm
4. Labour Movenent

A) ltre bureaucracy of the labour Dovenent re6tE on the.most prtviledged secttons
oi ttre working class - white, nrale, skilled workerts (if there's any left .')' atd
playe upon their ba,ckna:dness. It is coucerretl to excluile eve!'yone fron atsnocEatic
participatlon, but thiE bears pargicuLarly heavily on wonen rorkers who a:re arSnray
conditioned to quiescence, aftruigh and EeLf-effacenent. fts lntereetg are tied
to capitalism and therefore directly cor.uter-oosett to those of workl.ng cLass $omen
who have nothing to gain fron the systen.

B) But ttr nele d.ooination.of the labour movenent is not confined to the bureaucrac]r.
I{onen are dlscoura6ecl I}on prticipation at every fevel, both overtly and indtrectly
tnrough the timlng of meetings, lack of childcare provislon, etc. llhen they do
break throu6h into this male domaln, they are treated to sexist a,buse, patronisecl,
or alienatett by its obscr.rre routines. At wo"k they face Eexuail. ha:rasrtment froD
fellow workers anal scape-goating when jobs a.re threateneil. they are not aoen as
'real' workere, especiitti if t[ey are part-tiners or rork in 1ow-statuE eenricing jobs.

C) Wonen entereal the latrour force on undqual ter:ns and despi.te Eone minor anelioration
are stilL in the same position. llonenrg xagBs rhich rose elightly in rel-atibn to
nen's juet after the Equal Pay Act have falIen bacl( to around two thirds of men's.
Job segrega,tion has only iryrrovetl narginally in the last hundred yea::s. wonen stil}
fo:m the overuhelning rnajority of the part-time ancl Low-paid worldorce. Unenploynerly
has ravagetl wonen'B prospects of intlependence. Cuts have deotroyed wornen's JobE,
horrendously worsened their conditiona a,B workerg and as conBunEfit. ard sucked women

ba,ck tnto the hotrs as a buffer againet disappearlng services.

lhe rpersonal' effects of this economic cataetrophe is not only 
- 
increased alomestic

wortrload and glintting poverty, but also ileepening dependence and vllnerabiLity to
nale violence, ar4 trre reinforcenent of repressive iileo].ory. llotttgrs, haEaBBed
by poverty and ovenrork, tlenieat ctr.ildoare faclLities, face the adclitional bleat<ness

ofl brtnginl up children in a worlil nenacetl by unempl.oyment antt the wa.r t treat. in
nhich there ie no future for'then.
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AI|ENDMU{.T to rAspeots of the ttrternationaL sitir,ation arrd. a.rr tasfts

n Lines 31/34 Delete ?t(hrba ttl€ USffi and...rr Proposed.; P"of*t.
****lk*rlra'**'lt

Aqend,qgllts to &itish Perspectives .r Parsone

In general I support almcEt aLB of (irinel}rs a$€trdffitfr{i$i S hatner theefcfiet
restricted mine to other d1l€BS'r iloroverl e8 f h5lue ouly receert\y feceitred Kisse}lt$
amendments it might well hc that {fsthear though+ md rtlsctrEEXon tdII }€'ad te
more proposals.

In relation to loca} gogerunent'issuos arad'the ltdrkefs gerV€11lfi.-6tu+ setftloe thi.E
wil1 certainly be the oiEe as f teve had tnsuf,fllc{.e'*t time to sonBidetr tbs€e *
althorgh I have strbmltted. ini.tial atEondments to both Cunlif,fefs and KirraellrS
views on thc workers gowernmemt.

4meegsgE&-l
P? (nine lines from the foot of, the p,age)

Ootete rhew reoruitment florn the $or{'ciilg cLasss'

ffi tlre rottowing grew paragraph (urore K*sfl€'11i8 asremdrertlt

rrllowever, in the run up to tbe eLection rnangr of t}!e tMf Left fcreee whlle
retreating from internal confl.icts r^riltr tur.n'outtrarcls" ]tr]rer.e CI,FS' ard wardg take
such initiatives we shorrld. be in theEeflont * hetpiarg 'li'o mculd tnre draf;mter
of their intervention. Ilhone neoessary we should be, ptoprmirldgs{loh iattfatives
ET,.''
Aqgnd.ment 2

PB Delete ftrst paragraph - it 1,d wrneoessalrJr.

Amcnd.rrient 3

ry In Section titLe @!g!9, rtvacuulfiil and iEsert rrs!'{aierr

Amend.ment 4

ry Pa,ra 3e iine !. Beplaoe tbont\rsed't l{:i.th nd.isorien*a*ilF-I,

Amendnent 5

rrTho crisis of shop fl.oot lea.d.orsbtp ott'.* ref.trected_ a{i tlnioe tg?t-"h (aot to'
mention CLp and lrrard) Ievel cnea$,es a- na$icrllear ry?F.m-for a',@1I sororect 6trc&

as ours. kecisely bu"*rr*" we are not retr,sa$ris6 tuhile uttrPrs are it le trereaslugl
Iy the case that stewardes, bara,noh off'tqers and ff;rd/ilt pffiit*oiG*sry thcre fon
the taking. .

rrln this sense, obnriously more so tlran ps[ittoeltf; spealeilt$ th *Eoryryton-of
revolutionaries i" ov"r. As we fiffi, more afld more tottard,s eertoue rork i,n the
laboirr morrement our cdes rye wrdeilBessrres to *ake day to dry regpsrB.ihilites
often of a routine natrre, I"IhtIe rto blueprirrt exietg ry€ s[rorr1il eofldi0€r eacb easq

carefully. 1,Ie d,o not went to cnlpple ocr pol.itical latennention tbslc*€h tllwipa-
tim of cnerry and, tire ilx !"on&irre 'ta6kg"il
Ampndment f,
mz (top) Delet? trarormd the *heme of Eeeo$stfiItst t!rc slrop f,noor mWernetlt' And

relenant politioal isffissn.
And' JgEg!:

nthese shouLd. focus on ttxr hey earapaigrt€ we $tst! *,o r+iw" &athco thao
generalised. pnopagamd.a aborrt tUe need. to tneamg*ruct tho shop fl[onr Nwme-rrt r we

shoul'jt scek to dJprecisely that through pronnidi*g a pe*epaotirrts ryeurfi tlttch
the working olass oan sttruggBer

,rtrtrhiLe it is not poesi.tLe-te tay ifiol,Ia a blueptat eootai.E knaf quosttome' sl*ggeet
themselves as pr,stble pivots fu tLe dewlopr:n* of rmrkilrg claes oorrfldence aad'

self-organisatiot over the oorniug period. ,
/amen&nent eo*-r'f. grrcFr r r



A},IEND}.XiIITS, Parsons/2

/amendment cont. from previous page

(1)

(2)

The tremcndous solifurity of thc IIIS pqy dispute showed. the commitment of tbe
working class to its paet gairs. l'lhile the oirvi ous iustice of thc clr,iql enal
in particular the role of the I'IHS militants played a central paxt in gcnera'
tingsolid.arity action ard sympathy tho key faotor was tho way in which, the
workers movemcnt iclcntifics -dith thc ll-.{S. The Toricsr decision to tleetroy the
Health Service will arouse wicloetrx'ead andprahioh will have the potautial to .

fuel the basis for a mass response.if a lead is g'ivpn.. ''Ihilc manJr cuts ha,ve
been camied cut in thb past. the pqy rlisprte and the ertent of the preEcnt
i:ropcsale have focussed. the attention of nuch vlid.er leyors of workers.

Privetisation. r,{e have ci}rli.eat a ccrtaia amount of matcrial on this in our
paper but have not yct got to grips with wha,t is a maior feature of Tory policy.
In partiaulat insufficient attcntion has bcon paid to the TtG'ttrUrB method of
dcalin€ with it in Birmin€ham. A scandal of such an order shoul,d have .been -'
at lcast consitlorecl for a leatling artibl,e.
The i:roomin6 NC shouLd consider the bcst waye of, focussing the attention of .tho
olass on contral lssdoe - thus avoiding dissipation of effort in a numbe" of
directions.

@Z
Pl 8, Para 4. Ileleto first sentence .'Ird rcpla"ce with:

Amcndmcnt B

P18 para 4. Dc1etc referencc to Cowrcils cf Action.

Amendjncnt

rr$hc incoming NC rmrst
as a matt c" cf urgency r
lattor oonference inBist
lianchqsteror Sheff ield

'rThis fight nceals to
COffilellCe tlOW. rr

Pl8, bottcm but onc para. r line {:
!fulg Co,nci.ls of l\ctiori and replace with rrgcnuino orga,ns of mass democlacyr'
Then insert nelJ para€raph!
ItIn each eJld every strugE1e we scL-k to maximisc tha organiscd co1l..'rborat ion of

wiilc sections.of the Ia,:our .movement. In cvc].y stru€3lo wc argue for orgi'nisational
formB which oomcsspond to the necd fo" ioint action aJl(I dccision ma.iiing. or
aim will be to faciLitate thr:: rErilnln possiblc conccntration of potentio;I strength
a,nd. thc dovelopment of clpss-wide democratii strubtirres. In the past r'te have

summeal up this oricntation in the slogah riFor counoils 'of lction{. This has too
often appearcd a vrood.en rmd abstraot Blogan antl Ee shoutd bu g?EL oareful how I e
use it now: Thie is partio:Iarly important bccausc the emergence of such forms
(in a li.mitett way at least) iE quitc possiblc in thc ncxt period'rr

(This coutcl usel usefirlly bo inecrtod. before the fina,l .1 paras of Kinnel,lts
anendments P6 ). 

:

Agglggg!-].Q P23. Rcplaco rttur'n to tho rebuilling of the shop stewardsr mcYemoat rr

w:-th rrworktr.

Amend-uront 11 P23. Last but one paras Dclcte ir-Area committccs imrst mcet ahd

dircot the workrl Inse4t new Paral

conmission a report of thc dcDLoJrment of fu[-t imels and

esolve the !E oblcms of thc ccntre. In the case of the
E that the possibility of a transfcr to Coventry i Birmingharnt
bo at least discuesctl serious\r.

***********
***rt*tt***ltlt
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Gunthe,rle
2.
3.
1.

Armstrong ( arnendment )
4. , Kirutell
5. II,IG Letter

Jones

Grurther resolution re jectecl

This NC recognises that the following d.eveLopments in the IMG demand. a guick
responBe from the 'l^ISt:

a) The d.ecision of the IldG to change its name to the $ooialiet Lea6ue and to
publish: trSociaList Actionrtr arr aBparently, S0-type paperi
The decline of the IMG to approximately 450 membersi
The possible split of the pro-$dP tencLency.comprising 10C-1)O members;
The deoision of the IMG to approach the IrISL for firsion talke' A lapid
response to this situation oould speeil the split of the Barnesiteri in
Enitain and. win supporters of [1 to us given that 1[3 contalne clefinite
liqrddationi gt tendencies.

fThe EC shouLd therefore:
I f ) Respond. favourably to the IMGts approach, while insisting on a'proper

agend.a for su.ch d.isoussions and the prod.uotion of a joint disoussion

)
)
)

b
c
d.

"2)

3)

4)

hulletin; -Rrt forward concrete proporylsr/including the perspective of Lar:nching
a joint class-struggle pap6r) r-
/rs a matter of urgenay comrfifssion a special IB on the present situation
in the iltG ana the political tLifferenceq of the WSL with the IMG for
tfru aa"""iion of WSL memberr7'-w*,**o4

:ffi llH'-nHlHi"-l*Tffi;'}"1*"'l%:ffi I'LIT#'ff',"!joJT'*"
*rtt(r$***t+xl+.*

2. Armstrons t to Gunther

In point 2, d.elete: [inoluding the porspective of larrnching a joint
class-struggle traper[

Atld. at end of .pt. 3: trtogether with e:rtensive backgror.md material on the
history and present state of the Ffil.

* rt # -* .tt t3 x * i.c tt tt {t

3 Jones resolution - acce pted.a

The EC should. d.o what the IMG letter says (io€r of,pa,nge d.iscussion) a,nd, report
to tbe NC.

*.rt*i+rt***rk*{e

{. Kinnell. resolution - rejecteril

1. Unity is aLways desirable, alL other things being egual; anct r:nity with
' the IMG is not ruled out in principle. But the IfSLI and. its twQ foren:nnenst

have hatl sharp tliffenences with the I]IG ov€r nearly 20 years now. We do
not beliove that our separate eristence from the IMG over that period. was

a mistake. It woultl be good. if something hacl changecl. to make unity wlt},
the. IUIG feasible: but has it? :

2. The nnet rcsu1t" of the IMGts ancl USFITs political battles over the lagt
3 years has been a drift to greater ad.aptation to Stal.inism and. Third' tdorlcl
petty Uo1gsuoi" for""u-(C,.Ur; Poland, Nicare,gua, the,Non-Aligned' Conference);
and a more aclaptationist line in the TUs and. the LP (Ley1artd Vehiclest
attitud.e to Ken Livingstone, ttlabour goverhment with sociaList policiesrrr
etc); corrpled with episodic secrarian sall-ies. Unity between the IISL and'

an IITIG vrith such policies could lead. only to or:r poLiti.cal self*ligtli,clationt
to anr r:nviable organi.sation where evcry major politice"L event provoked a
faction fight, and/or to a new split in short ord'er.

3. Orr reoent experienoe with the IMG has been one of attacks on us beyond
the caiL of their goneral po3-itical &ifferences with us: on the LCPr on
the PSC ald thc London Polanit labqur movement d.emo, on Leyland Vehicles, etcr



a

NC ResoLutions on tu1f*"/z - - Ball.ykeJ.\r reply.
In the 3.ight of this, our estimate - at this point at least - rmrst be
that the firsion proposal is more a ma.noeuvre than a genuine wistr for
rurity. (Despite such being the viow of the central leadership there may
well be IMG rank-ancl-filers, even some lead.ership membersr who genuinely

'"::. -.warrt r:nity).
4, We shoulcl. therefore reply to the IMG by: :

repeesting their proposals in trriting before a meetingt
in d,iscussions with them posing the politioal issues mentionred in
point 2 above, a,nd. asking then for a vr'ritten explanation on their
attacks on us on the tCP (as in point 3 qbove),
conducting interrraL education in the I'IS[ on thoee issuesl and, on
that basis seeking to get d.iscussions eto with individual IMG members.

* *ie***lt*tF*tt

5 Il{c/st Letter

)
)

a
b

c)

Doar cormAdesr

Following a d.ecision of or:r recent nctional confercncer I Axn triting to you to
arra4ge an initial" meeting to d.isouss the question of ftrsion between our two
organisations.
The prrrpose of this meeting will be for us to explain what onr conference
decirled.; to seek information on the present policy of the I'Io:kers Socialist
League regard.ing revoLutionary regrorpment and to exhhange information on
cument plans and. perspectives of our orga,nisations.

After this meeting wd will'send gtrou a document explaining or:r proposals.

Revolutionary greetings,

Steve Roberts (for Sooialist tea,gue Politica1 Oommittee),.

xxx;x;xx:xx
TIIE B/rLLffiEtLY BOMBOIG: A short reply to the Glasgow Cormades - Kinnell

1. llhe Glasgow comrades do not say what their own-view is on the Ballykelly
bombing. l['he NC d.iscussed the issue of civilian bombing in November and.

d.ecid.ed. that within our overelL support for the Republican struggle a€ainst the
British state we cond.emn such bombings. llhe view put then by Cd.. CaseSi'was
that suoh civilian bombings were never camied. out by the INLA and IRA. So

what is their attitud.e to this bombing, against a civilian buildine heavi\r used
by civilians?
AL tfrey beLieve that the civilian casualties are,a secondary d.etail."aompared to
the fact that sol-diers were killedL? This view is srrrely swtainable on\r on

the,basis that the mass of the people in Northbrn lre1and. are a psssive back-
d.rop1 ancl. their fate is a second.ary matter compared nith mij-itary.consid'erations.

2. rlDefeat of &itish imperiallsmr sourds very rah-ralr-revolutionary. Ert
actually it has less content than the e.d.itorialrs call for a democratic''
solutio;. (and. the ed.itorial spelled out what the democratic solution 

"4ry1dbe). The'rfdemocratio solutionrt is the victory for whioh hitish imperialism '

must be d.efeated.. The bare forrmrla is vague a.nd ambiguous. ftDefeat of &itish
imperiaLismrt is not a very iI-luminating slogan for the IJWC strike of 1974t ot
possible confrontation ia coming months between the N.I. Assembly and. the "
Sritish gorrernmontr

3. !{hat a}I this has to do with Militarrt is not oIear. Militant eharacter-
istically re.iects arr;r d.emocratic programme for IreLand., instead proposing a
general soffi pn-ogramme as the r:niversal answer to all concrete questions.
Inlor"ove*, or:r editorial was about d.efencLing the iSinn Fein visit; Militantrs
eclitoriai attacked. it.


