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1.

YOUTH DOCUMENT

A POLITICAL PROBLEM

Trotsky pointed out that the revolutionary perty must base itself on the youth-
indeed, its success can be rated in its ability to attract youth ("genuine

youth - and not old men of twenty" Wrtings 137-138), Crealy, the enthusiasm and
dynamism of youth, not corrupted or digillusioned by the cynical practice of

the labour movement bureaucrats, is a vital component of any orgnaisation
aiming to overthrow capitalist society., Yet, Trotsky went on to point out that
this enthusissm in itself is not enough. It will die off unless there ig clear
understanding, based on thecry and living experience, education and self-education.

He goes on to point cut that :
"Revolutionary irreconcilabitity i s a precious quality once it is directed
against opportunist adaptstion to the bourgeoisie and against the theoreticel
flabbiness and fainthearted hesitation of all sorts of offics and parlour
Communists and Socialists of the type of Browder, Norman Thomas, Lovestone and
the like., But "irreconcilablity" turns into its opposite when it mercly serves
the sectarians and confusionists as a platonic consolation for their inability
to link themselves up with the masses. Fealty (1oyalty) to the ideological
bermer is the ifddespensible and fundamen:ni. quality of the genuine revolution-
ist. But woe to him ®ho twrns this 'feniiy' into doctrinaire stubborness,
inot repetition of ready-nrade, once-and rore-all lsarned formulas, without the
capacity to give heed to lifo and respoui to its nceds. Genuine Marxist policy
means carrying the ideas of the proletarian revolution to ever wider uasses,
through ever changing and ever new snd frequently unexpected combinations of
historic ocnditions.”

The point of quoting Trotsky here is not to say the situation we face today is
exactly the saws as that Trotsly was taliking cobut in the Young People's
Socialist Teague in 1938 (for a start, there were 700 youth in the YPen) . But
clearly, the above is a rosponse to gimilar sorts of problems we are facing nowe.
The point is to shed some light on the extromely polarised situation we have dn
Wees youth werk,

Youth work in the W.. ic not being done, in *th= =zonse that we heve a rational

perspective common to all, and that the tra.-ho- ihen carry it out wider ‘lhe
discipline of the organisation. At the mow.:. vo have gome youth work cute on &
foderalist baisis, ie everyone does their <. s~118, The Youth Steervin); Commoitte
does not function and has not funcioned poopcrly for over a years Thers hes nob
been a central direction to youth work. 1re ieralist appracch has Jesd to
demoralisation and stagration in many areas. 'oe Youta Stoering Comniltee are
clearly to blame - from both sidesg of the fu:ii-u.
However, the roasons fov this state of aff-.:: ig not simply inexrtic on the part -
of the comradcs respou=iole, .In fact vers %% vom it, the reascons ere politicel,
stemming from Giffercii arsessments S o s 23 ffepent vessones for belug

t of it, different uethods of work éisi.ran hastories as well z& ali tho
different tradition an political positiuis & poneral of the 2 ol organisations.
Yet, we are a fused orvacisation end at .o Lime of fusion toth asrecd on the

basis of common work, rasulting in agreement oo the idea of the NIWT¥ and the
resolutions, Where we Stand, noed for a paper and steering committee ab tha

initial conference of the NLWYM in June 1981, But, fully © momths :roug that
before the fusion wag anything like definite, there was meectings wbe: <7y ognd
Barricade courades agreed that the 2 youth grcops had a similar ojpi.wooo 2ud vere
trying to move away frou the SWP-type sectariuziism towards a serioc.c iavoa

novement orientation, We agreed that the 2 groups were moving intic cnue
dircction and that thorefore we should work together.
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2. A SECTARIAN AiGRESSION

The problem fle face, is one of & sectarian regression by some comrades; a desire
to pull 'avay from the Y3 as the bedrock of our youth wori, and to declare CF as
a geparate youth organisation,

Indeed, some comrades argue that we will need this_separatc o?ganisation in
preparation for the closing down of the ¥S by the LP leadership. If the ¥s

was closed down, the last thing scrious revolutionaries wogld do uo?ld be.t? go
off and form a separate crganisation, Our place would be in th? thick of the
struggle to re—instate it, to continue national structures despite the NEC
dissolving them, to keep locla ¥S!'s going in the (unlikely) event of moves to
shut them down, With the current strenght of the left in the CLP's, there would
be massive hope for this struggle - to walk away from it would be criminal,

Yot tho logic of settingup  CF groups as alternatives to the ¥S's is to move
away from the YS, to move away from the labour movenent, :

That is a complete change of orientation, It is not being 'flexible', In 211

other areas of our work the labour movement orientation is central - why should

it be any different for youth work?

As laorxist revolutionaries we should be more than good militants and fighters., le

should have a perspective for overthrowing capitalism, for wheih we need g

revolutionary party, and an organisation thoroughly rooted in the working class

- we are concerned with all aspects of life mnder capitalism, and we have atotal
- view of the world that helps us understand why it is like this and how we need

to change it,

Paramount in our programic and strategy is the working class - the organised
working class is tho only force that has the power to change "society, and yot

the organised working class at the moment does not include those who are the best
least eynical and uncorrupted fighters - the youth. . And this is the idea we
have to get across to the massos of youth willing to fight, whercver or what-
cver they are involved in-now, One way of doing this is to show how we can

fight in the Y3,

7

- If we say the Y5 is an optional cxtra, just another meoting to go to, then we
will be failing in our aim of winning youth to the idea that revolution will
only be possible if the organised working class is mobilised to do it,

All this would appear to be basic stuff, but the puint is that if we carry on
with the idea that CF groups are OK as an alternative to ¥S (except posibly

in the most exceptional cricumstances) we will end up facing hte wrong way =

away from the labour movment, g :

We camnot create, in present conditions, anothor #ival labour movément. Wewill
not build a revolutionery party by facing away from the LP or the TU's. The sa |
same applics to our youth work, : 5

The 1S5 is the youth section of the LP, the party the working class look to to
fight in their interests. The Y3 is the largest youth scetion in Britain attached
to the labour movement, YCND nov is bigger, but in it we as revolutdcnarics

fight for o labour movment orientation - and that ineludes an orientation to

the ¥S, 2N

Wo cane to our common conclusion on work in the YS becausc in both organisations
there was a moving away from the scetarian approach of the past, an attempt to
roo ourselves and our politics in the working class, a wove away froa being
'pure! revolutionarics (not revolutionarics at all, in fact) to trying to relate
to much broader forces than aursclves, through trying to convines workers of

our politics by being part of what they were doing - instead of comnenting on
what was going on in the LP or the BPYS or the TU's from tho sidelines,
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¥S work was seen ag a means of doing Bhid - both to take iti

8 - our politics into the
I3, and as a means of using the undoubtedly bettr known nane g? the LPYS as a
way of working more effectively ourselves.

Comrades should read the Wigenisation document, whi i

Wigenisa ch was an explanation of h
successful YS work was done by the SLL in the éarly‘éé's and azpittempt tg usgw
those.sorts of methods in our work riow, This idea has not properly been put into
practice, Therc werc sporadic attempts, which were not maintainec.

HOW TO DEAL WITH i AND BUILD THE ¥S

Clearly, the major stumbling block in the YS has been the M, who ocntrol the
apparatus, very effectively., They see the YS as their organisation, not as a
youth organisation, That therc are more forces than simply ourselves willing to
fight against this in the ¥S was shown by the attendance of 200 (10% of the
people at last year's confernce) at the CF fringe meeting. Yet thore does seel
to be a fecling in our wam own ranks that the ¥S is M's property.

While it is understandable and reasonable for our newer comrades to feel intimida-
ted and ill-cquipped to deal with M hacks, it is not reasonable to then turn that
into a reason for arguing that ¥S work is not important and that we should, as a
rosult of difficulties cxperienced by indiyvidual comradeg, turn away from the

YS and form scpar&te groups or a separate youth organisation, Such difficulties
were a problem recognisd by both old organisations, but neither said that the
solution wae to say that ¥S work is too difficult for us, so0 we wouldn't bothere.

On the other hand, going to a M~dominated YS meeting cvery week is nobody'!s idea
of youth work - thatiis not youth works Sterile argunents with M, often engin-
eerdd by M for the veyy purpose of demoralising us and supposedly 'proving! to

new YS members M had brought along that wo yeren't interested in doing anything

are utterly pointless. Our conrades shoul@ always go 1o their ¥S with the
intention of turning it out to working class youth = with concrete proposals for
action, leafletting doke quoues, organising pickets, supporting strikes, recruit-
ment drives, organising forums where new youth can be introduced to our politics;
anything from a disco to a local demonstratione

A common complaint form our conrades is that they have done this - have regularly
gone and proposed campaigns etc, bub the M always vote them down, So what do

we do then? We don't run off in a fit of pique. That approach simply confirms t
the M's argument that they arc the 'doers! and we are the ones who it around
tolking about doing. e can say we are going to have this picket, leafletting
ctc auywoy. As YS members we are going to do it. We can go along to YCND
meetings as ¥S members and make the links. We don't need a ¥S branch rubber
stamp to do that, Most important, we can build the ¥Se

Recruitment to the LP or the YS is very easy. Acommon foar amongst comrades ig
that they don't want to take new youth to the YS as they might get bored, or
weld lose them to the M. But if the meetings are poring, then its up to us,
with the new recruits, to liven them up, If we're frightened of losing our
contacts to the M, then welre not in a position to build s revolutioary party
goe OF 8 IS Therc arc a few big ysSis dominated by M, like Hackney Centrale
These are not the rule, but cven these have openings for us. M do not have
everyone's ear at oncc. If its a big, functioning Y8, then there are new
people whom we can talk to, whom we must talk to, We must in cases like that,
build the ¥S or wo are just wasting our time.

Obviously it is easier to puild in a non-aligned or NLWIM ¥S, but it is by no
meens impossible to do it successfully in a M ¥5, Most commonly, YS's do not have
a vast number of M in theme Hnay of them are no more than ghells, and M can

be by-passcd with a 1ittle determined effort from use This is the kind of
approach advocated in the Wiganisation document, It is not the kind of work

that bears immediate fruit - we cannot just turn up at, or set up, a ¥S.and

cxpuct the local youth to fall at our feot, As pointed out in the orl%%nal
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vS orientated.

¥ - i o wa
Coventry NE Y5 did good anti-rocist ond black defencc work as the ¥ :
vast amount more support (little enough) froa the local lgbogr movment PLtS
and TU's than they would have as a CF group., It was shoau~llveg, but tha
cannot be blamed on the anethod of working thraugh the YS: on the contrary, as

the initial response was goode

and got a

An inmportent event over tha pst ycar was the ¥S Black Youth Confernca,“at whli@
we argucd that the ¥S should spearhead a move O set up a labour movemont antl-
racigt and ant-fascist campaigne 1f woe were sorious about that argunent gthere
wore no disagroements about it at the tinme), then how do we propose tc fight
for it and carry it thrugh if we do not take ¥S work scriously and the labour
novenent orientation seriously?

YOUTH RADICALISATICH

Our aim is to build a revolutiocanry youth organisation, We have to find a waj
to relate to the thousands of youth flung on the dole, no hope of a real job for
the forsecable future, at the mercy of racist police, quite liable to be
atracted to the fascist!'s ideas unless we get to them first.

Since the late!!70's there has bsen talk of youth radicalisation, meanign that
there's a greater willingness to fight, or at least reject the way soclety is
run - the rise of the ANL, specific campaigns, like the huge march of wostly
young blacks into the centre of London from Deptford, the St Palil's riots in
Bristol, followed by the nationwide riotsin the summer of 181, the Bradford

12 campaign - a radicalistation that no-one has geriously made any gains out of
in terms of recruitment to the revdlutionary lcft. '

There is no organisation big enough or dynamic enough or with the right politics
to do it. The ¥% is big cnough, and does draw soumc of them bu the vast major-
ity of radicalised youth have a sceptical attitude to any sort of organised

left groups. Howover, it is fandasy to believe that by presenting our own thingg

tiny forces as the alternative to the of ficial labour movenment, and by sufiic-

iently strident propagande, wo can transform the spontaneous rebellion of youth
in single issues inct all-round revolutionary politics and build this fragment-
ed radicalisation into en alternative mass movenent,

The YS is certainly not dynamic cnough and docs not have the right politics =
the leaflet thoy put out during the riots, locturing youth that they shouldn't
riot as the only way to get anywhere was to join the IS (they neant M0,
However, they did get a large attendance at thoir meeting in Brixton (better
than any othcr left group); and of course, technically, they arc right - riot-
ing is not an answer to the problems youth face, but rather thanblaming the
youth for not joining i, the blame should have been firmaly laid where it
belongs ~ with the weak-imeed leaders of the labour movement for making the
organisation so f the working class unattractive to youth,.

The labour movenent makes a few token gestures towards organising youth, There
was the Jobs Express and the People'!s March, lost undons have youth sections
with no power, uainly training grounds for up and coming bureaucrats, firmly
wnder the control of the wunion leadership, The LP has a youth section which
doecs not act as one — that is onc thing the il do for the Labour leadership.
Youth have -little faith in the labour movement as an a lternative to their
present existence, Tho point is, what do we say about this? Do we say change
the labour movement? Or do we say forget it and try something else? He as
revolutionaries have to be committed to changing the labour movment to make
it habitable for youth, just as for any other scction of the working classe
And a revolutionary youth organisation has to bo rooted in, and consequently
pert of, the organised working class.

While, obviously, we arc¢ a * active part, or should be, of verious canp-
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ngan%sation docpment «~ to do youth work successfully means a reallocation of
york in t@e localbranches with the understanding that comrades centrally
1nvolved_1n youth work,'of which there should be souc in every branch, would
be chm;tted several.n%ghts o week, and during the day if they're unemploycd
to building and organising around that work.,
The aim is to challenge the ideca that the IS is and always will be the ii's sole
property - we can take our politics and programue intc the ¥S and, with consis-
tent and hard work, build the ¥S and our tranches better than M ever could, as
we have the perspective of turning the ¥S outwards and creating a genuine, mass
socialist youth movement,’ S : e v

T X A "
.

How do.you build o YA? LP wards, constitucncies, .Y5.brenches regularly have
receruitnont drives - going round, knocking on doors, saying, do you gant“to join?:
Often this immediatcly sterts off o discussion on the state of the LP, and you
con immediately identify yourself as on the left, an SO supporvcre That, as
anyone who has done it will confirm, is extrencly casye

If recruitment drives sre not part of your branch!s work, then propose that theay

, and go and do it, Every constituocncy hag o copy of the electoral register

which always has on it names and addresscs of young people comong up to the age

of 18, Go and visit them all with a leaflet. (In Bdinburgh Central ¥S, it was
done once with a 18%th birthday card from the ¥YS, saying that now they were

18 thcy had no alternative but to fight the Tories and they should join the YS.

Many did).

Cften YS8s are built on the basis if a fow nates at school = you only need 5 nam

names, and as long as it doesn't remain the same motes, thet 1s a startt“ All

constituencies have TU delegate coming frou branches wherc theve are»bopdd to be

TUists wndor the age of 26; get thelr aames and go and geo tyam, 811l the paer

at colleges, schnols, dole queucs, youth clubs abd cg?es, sw{mml§g.peols,

. shopping precincte, discos, gigs, all the places youta g0 = mo?'u 3§3h S
atend there on your own locking forlorn, go as & group mekc the saie mu\ucﬁ1v1ty.
Hold discos ana social evenbs (as outiined in the Wigonisation dvcumc;tg, ifeep

the T8 active and vigible as 2 canpaigning force locally, supporting smE':chs 9

doing anti-racist campalgns, leafletting army rocrultman? cent?es, @glplng to

organise the mmenployed cice Reoch oute A lot of conghtituencies stll} haYe no
yo, Itts only by building new I3's in areas yhore initiclly we haven!t gov

-~
anyone that welll meke o tracktarough in the 1o noticnailye

YOUTH AS EXCETTION : ¢

Some euiarades have cepued that the Y5 has a reputg?ionithaﬁ Vcrk?ﬁg c& :
ggnociaily unasnploych O tlack youth, have & pogliive hos@111§y toe lney are
hostile to the LP, gloarly seeing it as a roformigt organisation tbat'ﬁhoyfw?n?
nothing to co with, The IS 1s tainted with tais 1?age_bocnu%e itiilg the o:ficlal
youtil section, 86 tals hoalthy responge. te reformisn 1is Uped as @ reason KOG
to oviepiate to th Y8 inivially, and to aeh un groups = W ZroUDS, cubgide the

e o
: 1 1 - - ‘s A EG e e #2
vy - which would o the caupalgnlig work guggositiced COOVes

an

LTS Boh s crue 11 1f8dtls
This seems a Ted umenhe  BUu, LU trc BEvE
i E B aoyncle is
dene on 8 rocas

. 2 s

i Sus vefereace
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doing, And it moaus ok argring. laot JOusd Lo n-eveenuion €0 B
i g . -

ia. lack youvu ot relate to the L2 or
labour movient = eupocially black yoi nob velate to the L

-3

the Y8, so thero ought to be geparutc forms of organisatlon.
i m ~lac 1 N A 4% ie
Ttls trus the iabour nmovenent is not a weleor place for them, a3 1! .S_not
ain militants. BT

T e e R )

for women, youul in genvral, gays or fugt
. . . ) . 8ot
cases do %e aIrgul has that ls a reasil: &

=

Wie can,; of courszs, use all sorts of op=
exampls, varouzh gething up a local anti
. conmitlbees etc will huve to be lavorxr O



; ingt unen yopts or the NTI
like Bradford 12 or compaigns against wnenploynent, YOP!s 5

aigns i have to have an over-all view of
o We nave :

working in thesc, in itself, is not enougile
= T TV
what we are ciming at and how wo geb thercs

] ] are doing, in some cases thay di
: i UL : hat CF proups are COLLG, :
ite much arguncnt about wha gTouL eduey Y
2esﬁqr to have bocons alternatives to the Y3, Conrades are pf8§031n: caxgt gz 3
: s = S - . 1 3 &} 2 \ % Y
;ggk and so on that they would be proposing iR the YS, in the aro p.
clearly thought of as an alternative to the YSa

yhile this might seen to be an att?acz%ve ii%aisd%;lizliia;zrzz}gézoijt;ﬂrosponse
npate rovoiubionary youth organisa ion, s Bo- Hoat: RIS
igpizittasks that faci us now. It is attragﬁlvewto tn}nk tngi Welz?f gizhon

with our work withoub the M apparatus breathing down Our nOCKD.l‘k“ ;i%h S
casicr — no interfercnce with our conbtacts, we canﬂsay what ve Like Y 0.8
jthon and so on - but our task is to create a rovolutiocanry soclalist curren

of youth within the oxigting labour movenente

That is why the drift to sct up CF groups has to be roéisted.ﬁObv1ou§}y, tElS'
does not apply to caucus nectings of CF supporters befpro'a YS prancam or a :
co-ordinating mecting B6f CF supporters over several condtituencles, regionally
or nationally.

Bub CF groups should not become ai alternative to the ¥S,. If comrades think ;

3 3 XTIV 3 e 3 . .
they should, then there ghould be an assesueut.oﬁ what is wrong with the origina
positions of both organisations before the fusione

6, THE NATIONAL LEFT WING YOUTH MOVEMINT.

We launched the WIMYM as Red Youth and Barricads supporters with a leaflet and a
basic 'Wherc Wo Stand! in ten points at the IS Conference 1981, Tho leaflet
gaid: "At this conference we have scen the beginnings of a revolutionary oppo-
sition to the YS majority. We want to build that and provide an organisation.
for YS's not aligned to the M tendency. We do not think that the ¥S should
impose the conditions on membership that the ¥ do. Ye are for free and open
discussion of politics in the Y8, Vo do not consider M's programme to be revol-
utionary', Just after khat confernce, the recist killing in Ceventry took place
and our comrades were contrally involved in black gseclf-defence work and the caup-
poign against racism. BSo the first NLWYM confernce was held in Coventry, man-
aging to atteact quite a few of the youth that had been involved in the campaigne.
That confernce wag very optimistic and had a lot of now youth attending, That
was where the now paper CF was launched frome. The 2 Confcrnces of the NLUYH
since, have not had a similar number of now youth. The NIWYi{ has not !jelled!
properly, It tends to become an arcna for discussions wialch are going on -
in the Wee. It hos very little independent life of' its own, which is not altog-
ether surprising since it has not grown significantly in over two ycars. The
blan for this stote of affairs can be laid at the national youth leadership's
door; but it can also be laid on the rst of the organisation too.

7. THE PAPIR

At a W.. youth cadre school, held about a gear ago, there vas a discussion about
the paper, with fairly extensive criticism of content, layout, format - the lot,

with an admission on the part of a lot of comrades that they were not selling
it, Thid had already been deduced by the centre, as practically no money was
coming in for the issues produced, Since then, therc has been an attempt to get
more articles written for the paver from comrades outside London, to achieve a
better balance between 'culture! type articles and labour movement, Y5, and
unemployment articles. The lay-out has become less !outrageous! or 'squint', and
ther has been an effort to regularise the production.

Nevertheless, money still does not come in from the areas to pay for the next
igssue even. Clearly, wo need a drive throughout the organisation, branch by
bronch if nenessary, to work out where and when paper sales can be. organised -

1
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there is no ex I ing ti s
‘ xcuse for not sclling the paper.,

Despite the dire state tho NLUYH is in. the 200
P ¢ : s the
confernce CF meeting are clearly looking to us
we have a respongibility to them, at theQVQTy Le

vouth who turned up at the YS
for an alternative in the 18,
ast; to pull ourselves together,
M AND THE WITCH-HUN

The witch hunt in the LP appeared to & initially have a disorientating cffect on

M.quhe}r_ranponse at first was that nothing was likely to happen, and they

y?g‘u cafﬁy on\as normal;.rafus%pg to Ee part of any campaigns*to defend then
fh1§ aloof gtance proved to be difficult to maintain in the face of such o
obvious witkh hunt, and Xirmx presumably under pressure from tﬁev Forh i

Iy m 5
C . R&F of M, the
decided to hold a series of readers! £

mmoetings to sort out the national response.

The attitude of.M to the witch-hunt - backing down, declaring that thay would
rather haye their people expelled before a constituency suspended - has not been
well roceived by those lofts prepared to defend them, It has also meant that
there has been a questioning of their conservatism in the YS,

They have not really had a campaign to @icfond the YS it has purely been for
then a guestion of thekr own survival as a tendency, The threat to the ¥S as
a youth orgonisation has not been taken up by the M (until very rowently

now that the Y5 budget has been slashed) ., !

Our responsc has becun to featurc a campaign to defend the YS prominently in the
paper, pass resolutions in a smany bodics as possible, to demand that the Y3
lecads a dfconce camapign, and propose affiliation to LAW. But our offectiveness
has been limitcd by the number of ¥3 branches that we are active in - thi is a
result of our foderalism and our lack of coherent attitude to the ¥S, Obviously
any campaign we try to conduct wll be adverscly affected and severely limited

by our lack of cohcsion as a national orgauisation,

The LP leadership could try to pursue the whitch-hunt by attacking the Y5, even
if theylre not geing for expulsicns. The HEC could very easily stop annual and
rogional confornnces, Tacy just need to pass a resolution, That would not

mean that YS branches would be disbanded, but it would destroy any national
organisation, It might not be something i would resist very much, both for the
reason that thoy have not so far rosisted much on anything, but also that they
do have a network of their own, menaning that they would not migs the off%c@a}
ondorsement of the LP very much (apart from profoundly disliking the 'uncificial=-

ness! of it).

incs b ir "o necosait ? the YS nati
That mcans that we have at all times to po¢ntﬁt9 tgo ﬂJCL?PL:yvilthng? ng?logal
organigation, as a youth scction, and the nced to have a 'Defend tiie XID5' campalgn

rather than just defending H.
YCND

This is the ycar of Cruise - the year they're due to arrive. ;Yetaour-¥9§p work
is appaling, YCND is wide open to us, and there are pla&ty ?fv?pportgf%f%is

for wide-ranging debate and discussion on all aroas ol p&%lb}:f; wUuﬁpf ehour
desultory work, we have marcged to get a rcp?osenta11Y? on ha? I%uuqac,+ffollas
done much sterling work with not a great deal of refu¢us as sng 1§ %%iuffta Ly
on hor own in terms of CF involvement in he faatgsy grouling youtn‘:rganlhatlon.
Since M has a scctarian abtitude to YCHD, to say the least, we as.b{ g{c _(Lor1 :
can be) the most public face of the: ¥S in YCND and'h;vo g’reﬁponsif}lauXL?o do
the work, We nced to put major resources into pu%im%ng the May YCND Festival

and YUND, and all under-2l's conradcs shoﬁ%d join XCNP as a m?tter oi.

discipline, The work is not hard, as ?hgre 1s 1o nmonolithis bele%ucra 10‘1 "
control, and there is mot the anti~political attitude that tends to prevall in

adult CND, Tromondous possibilities of access to school students exist, and
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aigns, like Bradford 12 or cagpaigns aga?yst gnemployzfn?i;§0§;sOzfriz§l§3§éw -
working in thesc, i1 itself, is not enougis We have to aave o

what we are sining ab and hou we get thorce
Despite much arguncnt about what CF grggps are %oir”? in som§‘casefvzhiiwgzi .
appear to have bocomz alternatives to tao YS? u?mrhdos_arqufopos_u? h.t gns,
work and so on that they would be proposing in the ¥S, in the CF group - 2 is
clearly thought of as an alternative to the ¥S.

yhile this might seem to be an abtractive if.oa2 declaring oursalves as an -
separate revolubtionary youth orgenisation, it is by no meens an adequa?e TCSponse
to the tasis that face us NoW. It is attractive to think that we can get on

with our work without tho i cpparatus breathing down our neckse _It‘s.much

casicr - no interfercnce with our contacts, we can say what we like with no oppos—
ithon and so on - but our task is to create a revolutioanry socialist current

of youth within the oxisting labour movements

That is why the drift to sot up CF groups has to be reiisted., Obviously, this
does not apply to caucus mectings of CF supporters before a ¥S brenchm or a
co-ordinating mecting 6f CF supporters over several condtituencles, regionally
or nationally.,

But CF groups should not becoie ai alternative to the ¥S, If comrgdcs think
they should, then there should be an assesment off what is wrong with the original
positions of both organisations bofore the fuslon.

THE NATIONAL LEFT WING YOUTH MOVEMINT.

We launched the HIMYI as Red Youth and Barricade supporters with a leaflet and a
basic !'Wherc Wo Stand! in ten points at the ¥S Conferenco 1981, Thoe leaflet
gaid: "At this conforence we have scen the beginnings of a revolutionary oOppo-
sition to the ¥S majority. We want to build that end provide an organisation.
for YS!'s not aligned to the M tendency. We do not think that the YS should
impose the conditlons on memborship that the M do. Ye are for free and open
discussion of politics in the ¥S,. Ve do not consider M's programme to be revol-
utionary", Just aftcr khat confornce, the racist killing in Coventry tock place
and our comrades were ceatrally involved in black self-dcfence work and the camp=-
paign against racism. So tho first NLWYM confernce was held in Coventry, man-
aging to attreact quite a fow of the youth that had been involved in the campaign.
That confernce was very optimistic and had a lot of now youth attending. That
was where the now paper CF was launched from. The 2 Confornces of the NLUYH
since, have not had a similar nuamber of new youth. The NIMYi{ has not !jelled!
properly, It tends to become an arena for discussions which arc going on
in the Weee It has very little independent life of its own, which is not altog=-
ether surprising since it has not grown significantly in over two years. The
blam for this state of affairs can be laid at the national youth leadership's
door; but it can also be leid on the rst of the organisation too.

THE PAPIR

At a W,.., youth cadre school, held about a pear ago, therec was a discussion about
the paper, with fairly extensive criticism of content, layout, format - the lot,
with an admission on the part of a lot of comrades that they were not seiling
it, Thid had zlready been deduced by the centre, as practically no money was
coning in for the issucs produced. Since then, taerc has been an attempt to get
more articles written for the paper from comrades outside Londen, to achieve a
better balance between 'culture'! type articles and labour movement, ¥S, and
unemployment articles, The lay-cut has become less toutrageous! or 'squint', and
ther has been an effort to regularise the producticn,

Neverthcless, money still does not come in from the areas to pay for the next
issue even, Clearly, wec need a drive throughout the organisation, branch by
bronch if unenessary, to work out where and whon paper sales can be organiged -
. ;
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<)
there is no excuse for not sclling the paper,

Despite the di , NLIYH is iz
coigdr the Elre s?ate tho‘§L¢¢“ 1s 1n, the 200 youth who turned up at the ¥S
ternce CF nmeeting are clearly lookins to us for an alternative in the Y3
we have a responsibility to them, at the very least; to pull ocurselves thetﬂer
reel g .

M AND THE WITCH-HUNT

The witch hunt in the LP appeared to % initially have a disorientating cffect on
M, Their response at first was thet nothing was likely to happen, and they
would carry on as normal, rofusing to be part of any campaigns %o defend then
Thig aloof etaunce proved to be difficult to maintain in the face of such aﬂ g
obvious witkh hunt, and %imex presumably under pressure from the R&F of M they
decided to hold a serieg of readers!'mmectings to sort out the national ;esponse.

The attitude of Ii to the witch-hunt - backing down, declaring that thay would
rather have their people expelled before a constitucncy suspended - has not been
well received by those lofts prepared to defend them, It has also meant that
there has been a questioning of their conservatism in the YS,

They have not really had a canpaign to flcfond the ¥S it has purely been for

them a question of thefr own survival as a tendency, The threat to the ¥S as

a youth orgonisation has not been teken up by the M (wmtil very rowently,

now that the ¥3 budgct has been slashed),

Qur response has boon to featurc a campaign to defend the
paper, pass resolutions in a smany bodics as possible, to
leads o dfeonce camapign, and proposc affiliation to LAW. DBut our effectiveness
has been limitcd by the number of ¥3 branches that we are active in -~ thi is a
result of our federalism and our lack of cocherent attitude to the ¥S, Obviously
any campaign we try to conduct wll be adverscly affected and severely limited

by our lack of cohcsion as a national organisation,

YS prominently in the
demand that the ¥S

5

The LP loadership could try to pursue the whitch-hunt by atto the Y8, even
if they're not geing for expulsicns, The HEC could very easily stop annuai and |
rogional conforences, They just need to pass a resolution, That would nod

mean that YS branches would be disbanded; but it would desiroy any national
organisation, It might not be something i would resist very much, both for‘the
reason that thoy have not so far rosisted much on anything, but also that they
do have a network of their own, menaning that they would not miss the officlal
endoreement of the LP very much (apart from profoundly digliking the 'uncfficial=-

ness! of it).

o

S o

ang

have at all times to point to the neccossity of the ¥S natio§a1
YS! campailgn

R

That means that we g
1 s - 3 4 IR N iy Tty
organisation, as a youth scction, apd the need to have a ‘bDelend T

rather than just defénding M.

YCND

This is tho(yoar of Cruise - the year they're due to arrive., Yet our YCND work

kY ) 5 o . el '_“
is appaling. YCND is wide open to us, and there arc plenty o;kopp01tF11t}§s
: i 1.0i 1 TO7 £ palitics IS804 T8
for wide-ranging debate and digcussion on all aroas of p:%lui;:; ”éenyﬁokhizr
desultory work, we have marcged to got a reprosentative on the IUND KL, A g

£ 111 1 a3 acNne 1 Arie -t
done much sterling work with not a great deal of results as she 1s plqu+ca}%y
on her own in terms of CF involvement in the fastest grouing youth grgunlsanlon.

to say the least, we as CF are (cr

oy

Since M has a scctartan attitude to YGID, € L M -
in YOND and have a respongilbllity to do

can be) the most public face of the Y§
the work. We nced to put major resource
and YGiID, and all under-2l's conradcs
discipline.

s into buililing the lHay YCND Festival
cholild join YCND as a matter of

The work is not hard, as there is no nmonolithis bureaucratic

: : ? LS s : 7 L oadl dn
control, ond there is not the anti~political attitude that tonds to prevail ir

adult CHD,

Trenendous possibilities of

access to school students exist, and

~



10,

11,

12,

8

we cannot afford to waste more of the opportuniiies that wore open to us las$
year - og the Jobs not Bombs march -~ during this year.

Women in the ¥S / young women'!s conforence,

This idea has been floated for soveral yeurs now, through both the youth organis—

ation and Women's Fightback, and has come to naught, Thcre are very few young

women in CF - which resulted in a horrendous dispaly at the founding cogference
of the NLVYIi vhen a motion calling for the SC to be elected on the b§31s of‘

50:50 male and fomale was carricd, with many of our oun comrades arguing against,
This has arisen again in recent months over a proposal to have a women—only.conf-
erence, It will go ahead and all our youth courcdes should support and build
for 1t.

Discipline,

The majority of CF SC members arcfull or candidate membors of the Waee which is
a bad situation, As a braod movement an ideal number is one third so that
arguments arc won on the basis of politiecs and not aumerical force, It also
means that there are arguments between .. uembers due to our lack of cochesion,
This has now got to the situation where W.. meubers (not raw youth, but long
stending members arc arguing against each othor and using the 5C as a forum for
Wee internal natters. That is an unaceepiable situation,

iuch of the problem of our youth work scens to be that courades feel at liberty
to ignore or only follow to the lottor, W,, positions, There are many incidents,
many of which are trivila, but one in particuler illustrates the probleum,

Motion for the CI confernce in November arrived from a CF group, which were
clearly not our positions, =The EC had to fdiscuss thom and a full youth commission
was called, Had the comrade concerned dissusead the matoer in the W.. branch,

and not used the opportunity to pumsue intoimal dispuces outsdie the organisation,
we would not have wasted so nuch time, which could huve been better used to

build the conference,

Qur conception of an autononous youth movament cdoesn't mean that ¥W.. youth
comrades function autonomously. DBranches hsould be helping out in planning an
over-zll approach to youth work on a day-to~day level, This is not to keep a
tight rein on comrades but to give assistance and take seriously what is a
priority area of our work, The dreadful state ofour youth work isn't just
the leadorship!s fault, it is also todo with branchos ignoring it,

OTHER YOUTH GROUPS

The SWP has wound up Rebel with all its othor 'periphoral! groups and now has no
youth group as far as woe know,

Revo appears to be the onl y other group doing youth work, LKevo doesn't have
claims to be a loose youth organisation, It is democratic centralist and appar-
ently hag 3 or 4 functioning groups, The rest of Revo members are in the IG,
who, despitc their supposed loyality to Revo's derocratic centralism - onco a
decigion has boon made = argue the ING lino in Revo, As tho NC is domonaited
by IMG membors, then Revo almost always talics the line of the IiG,

Revo has a totally difforent appraoch te building a youth movencnt, They secn

to believe that by working in single issue campaigns, a youth mgvment will be
built, This movemont is Revo. We work through the Y5 recognising firstly,

the imposeibility of 'dual unionism! type ideas of building and secondly because
the Y5 is the youth secction of the labour novements. Rovo docsn't seen to have
donc nuch reeebtly, Their paper is a waterod down SC and comes out even loss
frequently than ours, Where we have tried to work with Revo, especlally at last
yoar's ¥S conference and in S5IN, they have becn unco—operative and tried to
inposc their strategy and conceptions oh relativley trivial organisational
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questions. Also they behaved in an uncomradely fashion, to say the least, at our
meetings at Conferencc.

Joint discussion on joint work have been hold with Revo cg YCND and ¥S work,
but due to their hostile attitude to ms at IS confornce, when we had a loose
agreement to co-operate, we ahve not met them sincc. They did not attend
YS Summer Camp so therc could be no joint work, In general, the prospects of
CF and Revo moving closcr together through joint agtivity 1s relatively small,
as they appar to be moving in a different dircction from ousselves.

JOPLIN
TRASIR  January 1983

i~
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gSIN bag a . Joose platform, desinned to establish maximun

ty. e
m But the level of political awareness in YOLS by mon-CIV

non-Militant activists is nocesserily guite high, an? the n»latforn
~ight he out of nlace for a Lahonr Left, Briefirg type aroup in
.CLP®g which SSIV is really the eqnivelant of. There isn't any indication
és yet that a Briefirg tvpe aroup wonld have bheen Tore appropriate
Aespite the I'lG's insistarce tvat OLS was not ready for a hroad
carpaigr that jncluded mositions on Ireland. There is a» accepled
hody of positiors which left-wing student activiets hold that isn't
foumd in averase CLPs, and forturatly these nositions tend to be
ours too. The intensity of nolitical discussion in colleges also riears
that new activists are educated cuite rapidly.

The first SSIV conference attracted 97 pneople, bnt we hare net
new grouns . since thew, Its a fair sgtinate tr2t by MCLS
conference at Eagter the »urber of clinbs with ng —ill have risen from
abhant 7 teo 20,

Our ork arow=4 YUS Matianal Conference and the Further ED,

Sectoral Conference (teochs) bas established us as an indepenient
aronD Withi“'W”S.

MOLS suprorts the contirued particin-tie» of ™IS in the Turopean
Student Uninn conferences (21S), At ‘ast Caster conference we onn-
osed serdinrg a delegntion becaunse fhe MZ8 werc etecluded, and
hecanse these corfererces are not a lot —ore than Stalinist
nropagands e+ercises. ‘e were heater by a Fresedantial ruling (which
can orly be challenged in the Courte) - any of onr boyco ft oandidates
who were ekeeted wowld have heen Aeencé to have resigmed, and there-
for rervlaced by the hirsheet looser, At the following confererce

we opposed the renart-hack, arguing that its corclusion aho-t
necesgary changes were haral and wonld persist in ratting on Solid-
ar~osc., Te ware able to achaive quite rerarkable thing, given the

nature of VIS Conferences, e suspended all Standing Orders to
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h ave a statment fror Solidarrose read nut and we lost the vote

<3

307-312, ifter this the interest in ns obviously grew conmsierably,

At the I'T conference onr positinn on woriern was pass-d ard so was

~ 3 me - tof
the rotion on 73's and the Lahour -;v-ogref_r~ent‘ Tad +he confercemce not
clashed with et+ans its likely that onr cardidate wonld have bheen
elected to the FENC, we -'ade a good irnaet withont orr rost caperienced

inka

P4 activist beirg able to attend,

Insigde TOLS we arcable to get invite to »nlaces we have ncver
: SSIm

had a presence before, and if S+ keeps the place omen to : on the
YOLS M© this should continue,so its rot anly onr student work which
henefits from studert work,
Brarches without students should trv to make contact with LC, Its
quite likely that thev vill be willinz to have a speaker about alrost
anything, so if a comra‘e is an officer in sone campaign or other
then defirately invitc yourself, Contactirr LC abont public neetings
is —ell worth doing, and its particularly imvertant that they are
contacted about industrial Aisputes.

oy

Students who don't do stulent work shonld at lecast reconsi’er. €

can grow in YOLS and of course students will also heln out ir the
ve work, Students who are active in their SU ard LC ghould antomatically
he plarning o» going to MUS an” MOLS cornferences. At Christ-»s Conf,

only 2 .. stulerts were there, if we had rovc prehaps we wonld have

won the Folich rotion,

Joplin,



