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l) ly mistate two bulletins have both been numbered' 22' One oontains
rthe- Cyisis of the FI and. our taskst anrl llovember 1982 NC minutesi

the other contains Carol'an on the LP erd Parkinson/Fbaser ?n womon'

c) Several other articles have been submitted fo" the Internal
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ffit1zsd-/

\



ASPECTS O}' TIIJI ]NTERNA TION AL STTUATl OUR TASKS

(Draft presented by WSL Exeeutive to TILC, Dec 1980)
the Polltie I Sltuatlon
qEr{TRAt_ AMEEICA

US lmperlallsn today flnds ltseIf hard-pressed by the polltlcal afte r-
math of lts Vletnam defeat; by increased 1n ter- irlperiall st rlval-ry ln
a sttuation !,rhere 1ts docrlnation has been eroded; anC by internal
economlc crisls.
In Central Amertca, an area of central strateglc im rortance, lt now
faces a spreading revol-t by the people ?gainst the old system of rule
by rnl Lltary- Iand Iord oLigarchles in aLllance l,rlth US eorporatlons.
The failure of wavering tactlcs to.save uythlng for the US ln fran
and 1n Nlcaragua has declded the Reegan adrrrinistrrtlon to adopt a hard
Ilne 1n EI Selvador, Guatemala and llonduras.
Thls battle has more than locll slgnificanee. ft is part of an
attempt. by the US tc restore lts worl-d authorlty, and regaln the
assoclated economlc advantage s.
Yet the prcblems of staeing-a r,rlrect millt.lry interventlon ln EI SaI-
vador anythlng llke the Sritlsh l,laLvlnas adventure 1s a dauntlng pros-
pect f or US strateglsts, who qre faced not wlth barren lslanrJs-bttwlt! a people in revclt, nith tlre probabllity that any IJS lnvasion
l,rould_triqger rff an es.aLation of antl-irnperllllst struggle not cnlyln Salvadcr but throughout CentraL America" In :ddltixl'"the :fter--
aath of the Vletnam war has seen .r Lln4ering nlss dcmestic cppcsitlon
to- any further US milltary adventures which erren ilesgan an<i 

-Carterr 
scold war crmp:igning h?ve not reversed.

As a result, the US effcrt In Centr:I Anerlca h:rs been a combinationof supplying cash, rrns rnd radvisors, tc the dlct:tors, together ulth
eovert CIA opereticns, jclntly rlith former Somocista Natlo;al Guardrorces, actross the ilcnduran border lnto illc:ragua, vlth hopes of
larassing and even toppLing the S.aninistas.I!_i: u strategy that has iun into substanti:rl problems, Bith the.nllltary, pclltical- and economlc weakness of thi: Salvad5ran Juntaexposed to stlengthened attacks fron the guerrilla forces. The US
cffensive 3gainst iV.iearagua I to:, has sc f,ar falLed to dent the popu-
Iar support achieveC by the Sandinistas, r,rhile drivlng them to seek
eccnomic and mllltar;v backlng fron Cube and the USSR.
Concerned et these deveLopments the ilexicrn bourgeoisle, jointIJ, wlth
the Euopean leaciership of the Sec:nd lnternational, hllre cenvassed
an alternatlve strategy ddslgned to st.lbilise the iegion through aprocess of negctl.rtlon qnd cl-:ss ccl-lebcraticn rathei than the rlsky
course of ccnfrontatlon. lley tc tl-rls _is thc refcrmist leariership cithe SaLvadcran. op,:osltlon f rcnt, the rDllr whlch has of f ered unconrjlJ.rtlonal- tal-ks vlth the lmperialllts anl with the Junta, rnd whoseporltlcaL prograonle is one rimlted to reforns wlthin 6aplta)-1sm. sucha strategy th.eatens nct the i,amcdlate physie:rl Li.ruldatlon of theflghting m?sses, but thelr prLitlcel sti1ngu1q11on r,rith the ccnsoli-drtion of petty b:urgeois governments tierl hand enrj fcct to thelmperlallst benks and rnarkets - r.nci thus fcreed to restrict the demo-cratlc. rlghts 'rnd ectnomlc cxclitlons cf the wcrkers anri peasants.

The Cub:n brrre:ucreey n ol,,' rets on practicelly aL L lssues as anagent (r,rith whatever reseivations) :f tire liremlln, withcut whose
masslve economic and m:-Iltrr.y support it vcr,rI<i be'rrnehLe tc sustalnits present line c-fl pcLicy. The Cuban le:dershlp, Iilre lts l4oscowpatrcns, seeks not soelaLlst revcluticn but ._llptromatic and milit:ry
advalt?ge - but under conditicns i,here it faces a hostlle a_nd agg-
resslve lmperlaList enemy Just 50 nriles fron its cwn shores. In-relation to Centrrl- Amerlca, therefcre, behinci the weLl-pubLlcisedrrrrdlealtr and trrevclut ion lritt rhetoric, the Cuban Leaderihip has 1npraetice pursued ? course pretty sirnilrr to thrt of the Mexican
bourgeolsle (r,rhose Leaders it warmly appIluC6 .). Repe':ted US
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atLempts by t?.* CJA- to rrprovert messive ni.Lltar3r lld and arms suppllesfrom Cuba to the Salvarlcr:n guerrill-as hrve faiied to pr.cluee 

"cnvin-cing evidence, while tlme anrj rga.ln repcrters qnil querrllla leedersthemselves have.oclnted tc the iigniilbqnt:bsence of Soviet r"rpinryand the fact that the Fi'.tlli are foiceci tr bu.u their guns rn-ifr.-"p;;
market"
The dlfferent tone of Cuban snd S,cviet prcnouneernents cn Central-Ameriea (Brezhnev falled even t: menticn Sal-va,lor in his faii-*rjo*interna tional suamary at the CPSU Congress) reflecis the rjiffer5ntgeogrlphieal and milltary. pressures they are un,-ieL:, :nd ti:e v-ry Oiff-erent mrcd amongst the Cuban m?sses in i:ela.ticn tc'revoluticnary --struggles in thelr imrnediate- vicinity. Whlle Castror s ob jectivi; ofestablishing a more fav:urable balanee of forees in his "fieaeefulooexistencerrwlth US imBerialism means that he wculd favour the estab-Iishment cf a elols-elass, Sandinista-style rr:gime in El Salvadcr, adeclsive setbach fcr the revolutlonary strugiles in Central Ameri6a
would be both a blow to Castro's potitical prestige and a weakening ofthe balance cf-forees upon which tfre Cuban reglme-itself depends. "The
Ievef gf judlcious Cuban and'soviet suppcrt t5 L-entral A rnelican
struggles and oetty bourgecis Ie aciersirii:s is thus ad justed at eachpoint tc create the best ccnditicns to seoure thelr depenrlence upon
Ilavana and }losccw in place of dependence urton the imperialists.

As Trctskylsts we re ject sucir a perspective, botir for EI Salvador
and for the other ccrZntries of Ceutral itmerj-ea" 'lJe have too many
recent exarcirles of rrindependentrrpetty bourireois r{)qimes which after
en inltial period of populist rhetoric and I'Ieitist" gestures, embark
upcn repressive attacks u.lJon the inriepenrlent crganisati,cns cf the
wcrking class as part of 1 nell ttpeacerr with imperialism,
The masses of lllcaraqua cen cnllr defend their ievolutionary gains byfightlng side b_y siCe with the r,.rcrkers and pessants of EI SalvaCor,
Guatemala and Honcluras tc defeat ti're puopet rdei-mes of imperlallsm'
and estrblish e sccialist united states :f Central America. Thls means
there must be open Sandinista support fcr the
the F'I'{LN, and derns.nds f cr ?rms and ai.c1 tc thr.t
USSR and the international worklng elass" By
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In Guatemala the repression from the blood;r regime of Eios luicntt has
lnflic&ed setbacks cn the grcv;in-g guerrilla ncvenent :ud drar'rn warm
applause frcm Reagan, r,rrhile in fi.:nduras ttrc sltuation h:rs nct yet
reached the pcint cf arned ccnflict cn e naticnal sca,Ie. But in aII
the struggles cf Central A merica the exarnple cf the cross class
Sandinista front has been lvidely ech,:ed prod.uci.ng a new fcr,n cf the
crlsis of revclutlonary leeriership"
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The forces to c)nstruct such g

crgarirlscd in the left wings cf
skyists must take this reallty
tles.

pr.eletarirn v:.ngutrd are Iargel"y already
thc exlstlng ercss-elass fronts. Trct-
ir:tc account in develcping their tac:"

!9ggE-aMEEIAA
Further south from CentraL America, the iilcre aclv:rnced eecncmlcs of
Chj.i;, Argentina:rnd Brazil reflec'1 ,:i mcre rlevelcped level of prolet-

""ir"'stri.ggle 
r,rhlch f crms the main chaIlengs.tg the.varled authori-

i""iu" regiiles" The establishn:ent of ncdern industrial plants and

"o*[iu"ns"durlng 
the later phase of the eapit:tit] bccm perrcd 4as had

iire" ccmnined eflect cf ptunling the economied of L:tin A'nerlca rnto
."ippting debt tc the inperlalist banks, establishing the multination-
af-s'in dorilnant positlons in their manui'aCturing industry, and ccnso-
lfuiaticng powerlul anrl militant urcrklng class r,ihich nclnr faees a new
barrage 5f- attacl.is clrlven on by the worlC"-nide recession and the debts
erisis.
In Cirlle, the Pincchet eoup cf 1973 suceessfully halterl the rsdical-ls-
ation cf'the wcrkersr movenent. The dict:tcrship hns since then been
ab|e tc ccntain crrtbreaks cf militant r:esistanee by a systematie and
sustalned represslon, slrniL:rr bruta.l ueihocl s cf ,-pcLice ecntrcl have
pr:vided D. pe riori cf ' stable reoressive rule in Urueu-ly, thcrrgh t here

was tre upsurge of m^.ss cppcslticn
ir-','inst the G:. Ltie ri ji-rnta uhich
de spe rr te divcrsicn cf ttre Malvi-nas
hoy suffereC in th:,t wer, the hcl-I-
ilListrr r"hetcric and the inescap-
s huge burlen ,:f debt have left the
e unrijscl-vecl .orcblr:n cf crnfron-

are signs of ernerging pcl
But in Argentlna, rlespite i:rasrlve a
25 )OOO 

t'disappeared" pclitical prls
ruie, the VidtlLe ccup cf 1975 failc
feat fcr the r,;orkersr mcvement. Th
of the A rgentlne rrnions, thcugh sh
ris Peron j-st Ieaders, hes pcsed a. m

pLementing its eecncni-c plans. It
- of General- Strike propcrtili-ls a
drove the military rulers intc the
war" But the cat'rstrcphic defeat t
owness of thc junt: I s I'anti-imper
able ccntradicticns :f tire ccuntryr
revamped inillt:r.r'y regire wlth th

ltieaL clpcsition 
"rrests, tne probable nur$er of some

cners, 'r.nd six Sreers cf mil.1tlry
d to procure:l Pinoehet-stYle de-
e crntinucuslt, re-ernerging strength
: ckled pc l-iticall.y by their bcuge-
: jcr prcble.r f cr the juntt in im-

ting I militant v;crkersr mJve'rent whcse ncst rccent General Strike,
goft suppcrted, Ieft the 3rny chicfs pol,r,'e?IcsB-
Whlle the generrls have tcyed publicly r+ith the idea :f dralring
bcurgeois pclitieians fron thc Percnist olpositicn intc scme sort of
civilian governmentr or evcn scme l1::rited return tc rrdeilccracytr, ti're
balance cf .;.!cld€r between the wcrkli.,g elass end the ni litary is too
precarlcus fcr any sericus rioves tc relrx repressj-cn anci restcre the
trappings cf demceraey. i{aving aILot;ed t}rc ArSentine workers a littIe
l-eeway tc organise anC express their ojlpcsitirn tc ir,rperlallsin, the
junta 1s
eral-s are
united cn
any reeL
retributi
rule.
tshe key to the rlcvelopi,lcnt cf the strugq
tatorship rests in e:cpcsi-ng tne pcoulist
pcllticlano and tr.1de unicn Ies,lers, and
Party- rtrhich wltl cffer ,.n independent ro
tlne wcrkerso As in the erf,ss-class frc

down r";ain" Yet the gen-
st ccurse of aeticn,
es tc tlreniselves of
bring enquirles and

mitteC under mllitarY

Ie arrinst b'le i\rgentine dlc-
retensions o.f ttre Percnlst
he st:ugg Lefcrawcrlrersl

:d cf stmegle tc the Argen-
nt,s c.f Cenlral- Arnerlca, the

cppcsed tc the
nd perspective
iallsts are thc
c
J'

ncw seeklng tne best me?ns to clanp
themselves deeply divided on tire be

Ly 1n thelr fe ars cf the consequone
restor:tion cf dcnccylcy which ccr-rld
cn for the vast number cf criuies cDiil

n
P_r

L

ies
ne

sce
,!ht

varicus'rdenocrati-crr bLccs invcLving bi,lurgecis part
junta exist as blces onLy insof ar ?s th.elr pr'o:1p1ntx
is ccnslstent with th:t cf the bcr:rgecisle" i'JhiIe
best and most e )nsistent f iilnters f ::: denccrat j-c ri
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we Inust ecmbat any illusicn that there is ? peaceful rienccratiet'stagerr in tl:e Argentine revcLtrticn: the stpuplgl-e f cr demccratlc
rights, the struggle against imperlallst explcitrtlcn, the
struggle fcr the baslc eccncmie demands cf the wcrking elass all
demand the custing of the j'anta and the establlshment of a revclu-
tlcnary workersr gcvernnxent, based cn thc msss strength and lndepen-
dent orgenisatlcns of the proletariat.
IN Brazll, the belatecl hut rrpid r1eve1-rpr::ent cf a workersr partJr with
m3.ss suppcrt hrs been the mlin fes.ture of the ecuntryrs flrst ileneraL
ELecti:n sinee the millt:r', ccup cf 196) r,rhleh inst.al-l-ed the ..lictator-
ship. The 18 years slnce then has seen ? inasslve grcwth in indus-
trialisaticn in Br:ziL ancl a neer quadrupllng cfthe lndustrlal r,rcr[r-
ing class.
The Workers Party (PT) th:t has emergeC und.er the leadershlp cf rnetql--
workersr leader Luis Inaeio de Silva rrl.,ul?,rr ref leets in 1ts pro-
gram,xe bcth the influence cf left :,ring and centrist crganisaticns
and aw?reness cf the need tc put forwar,l radicrL ;clicies if the
enthuslasm cf the working cl-ess is to i:e mcbilised"
The PT stccd cendldates at aII leveIs, Icea.I and na.tional, pr:eticall-y
throughout tsr:zil - belng cne cf only ttrree partles tc dc sJo It
ualLs for the cverthrow of the dict:tcrship: rrln the strr-rggle for 1
scciety where power will be exereised by the r"rcrkers we defend rlght
ncw full tr-lde unicn a nd pclltieal- freedcm fcr trre peopl-e". The PT
prcposes prepsraticn fcr 3 generel strike as the weapcn tc acnieve
these aims" tts eccncmic prJgrsmire inchrdes a rninimu,:r rJage with an
lnflaticn-prcteeticn clausei thc shc,-'ter wcrk'r,,reek withcut loss cf,
pay; Iand reform and cheap credit fcr the pc:.sants; a free state
health serviee; naticnallsaticn under rnicrkersI crntrcl cf the finan-
clal institutlons; abol-iticn cf business secrccy; iv:.rkersr ecntrcl &
free pub'I-ie educgtlonl The PT election platfornr slso ealled
for ga;, rigtrts , f cr eqlle,I rights for the Black :rnd fndian pcpi-rlations
and equality fcr wcnen" IL pl-edges sclidarity r,iith irrcrkers and opp-
ressecl pecples wo.r:Id-uride, cspccially in Ccntral Ameriea, Scuthern
,\f rica, Palestine snd Polrnd. A nd it promised that if the PT r,von
pcuer in any inunlclpal-ity or ste.te it rv:uld set up pcpular assem-
b1-ies, neighbourhccd councils cz' r,rcrke.rs I ccuneils tc talie de cisicns.rrLularr re jected any ide a cf cc:liticn ad.rlnlstr:lticns with bcurgecis
pa::tle s .
Both 1n its irrlcgramre rnd 1n its rii stc r'y, the PT 1s s:rnethi ng new
not cnly in Brezil but 1n Latin Ameriea. ft r.ras f cunded in 1979t
ccmlng cut of tremendcus strj-ke rncvcments in the iiac )a rlo ln,-lustrlal
a reao fn 3 ecr:tinrlnt where naticn:tIism cnd pcpulisin'lcminate much
of the working elrss and r,rhere tircse sizable lrcrkersr parties thet do
exist arc ncstly Stalinlst, the PT is :r party which blses its pcllties
eLearly )n the industrial wcrking cl-lss and is e.nti-Stallnist. The
ecntrast is sharp witir the 'Br:,zilian Ccmmunist lrarty and mcst ci the
numerrus Mac$st grcups - ',vhich h:ve jcin:11 thc bourge cls.' oppositicn
party the PMDB.
0f ecurse experienee sinee the 193Cs ccnfirms that tire reaCine ss cf
the Stalinlst parties cf Lr.tln Annerj-ce tc jcin such rear:ti:nary:.I11-
ances - cr evenr os in the e?se cf Argentlnr.r'r.ctively suppcrt _theVidela dictatcrship - is nctiring ne1^, i ncr is it ncl'r speciel tc Brezi-I.

Indee d in Bclirria tire ins ol;rble crisls cf the ccntending f ac-
ticns cf the milit:.ry gcvchnment has lcd tr a surprise hlnd-cver of
power tc the ItPcpular Unltytr c:aLiticn gcvernment, hcaCed by Sit.es
Zaezo, lea.der of the main bourgeois cpposition p:rrty the i'{fR, i,;hich
deraiied the 1952 revclu.tion. Included in thls r:rLlsh:ckle body cf
Capitellsts, c3r:cerists, refcrnists and ccllll:or:ltors "re tr,vc mini-
sters frcm tiie Communist Party.



TN TER]IAT 1,J],IiiL,/ 5

SiLcs ha
ruin cns .

change f
and c aab
successi
unal e rt'rk
rr wcrke r s
reldy aI
rninister
flict wi
0nce e4'l
underlin
xnd the
vcrkers
acticn t
whlch tri
thrert b

s. taken the rding Jf r,o'/e-'nnent at a pclnt vhero tke ccuntryrs
E4 billicn externel debts cr.n 3nlr; br: renegctiated in ex-
or furthe r ?ttsehs x the Li'/ing st:indarCs :f the 1:owerfulative BcLivian '.^lcrkcrsr nove.rent. ?his att:ck, -f cr l.rhich
ve mllitlry regimes h:ve lrckcd the r^till cr cbhcslveness to
e, wlll be decf,r?tcd by Siles vith pcpuList eiestures tcvrrdsI control't; nevertheless tlrc ;rrief honeymccn period is :l-
I but cver, xnii lt i-s only :r alrtter of trmc befcre hls
s - r,rith thcir Stalinlst cclLeagues ln t or,r - ccne jntc ccn-
th the COB union c:nfeder.qtlcn.
in th:; cccnomic and polltic:I rerlity cf tl':e BoLlvim ciisis
es the -0:rct thet tire :chievonent cf geo'llne democratic rights
satlsfrcticn cf the besic ec.xcnic deL'riuds cf the tscLiviirn
and peas:ints are prssible only thrcugh independent class
c estrblish a revclutlcntry viorkers 3nC pessants governilent
II dlsb:nd thc rrsed frrees r,rl:ich st:nd es 1n ever-present
ehind Siles and his rtPcpular Unityu regfu:re.

establishment cf e ncw bossesr 5cverntent ulrich has simlly

SOUT it1,i CA
Ihe neqr-totrI irapotcnce cf evcn the most lclt-tr,Lk1ng petty bcurgeols
regimes tc carry throui,:h -;clicles r+hich do nct le'rcl tc att.rcks upcn
the rocrking class has been t'ivlcl Iy d.isplaycd in Zinb.rbiue. The
Mugabe gcvernnent elected :n en !'O;i lqndsLl6c rrote in the tecth cf
an internaticn:l press r.ri t ch-i:r-rn t , ',r?s p?inte'.l up 1s ,)- ItMarxlstrl
regime, hel-I-bent urcn sweepinc sccialist p:l-icies rnC the errdicrtlcn
of the cld raeist settler strte.
Yet the reallty f rclng Zimbabl.ie I s lrcrliers :ni.l .c,- ..sents has been the

tlken cver
most aspects .rf tirc state macirine 1nd e:ntinued tr utltise-It-
in crder to prctect priv'itc prcperty rr;d c:ntrin rrss strugghe.
I'lugabers gcvernc:ent sends cut Suithts prLicc an,l uses .lntl-u..rirn
Iews left :ver f r rr,r thc Smith regime tr eomhlt strikcrs, and sends
the army cut to drive peasmts off cccupied f arill-end" Iluglbe h-ls dcne
nothing tc crnfrcnt f .lILinrj living st.:1nC1rds, r,rrhi Le unamplcynent rises
and infllticn runs a t over 2O;,. Hls pr:rrise cf Lrnd recistributi0n
- centr?I to his suceess in rallying the srrpprrt cf thc rurel .ooor -
have n:t been c:rried cut. Twc yelrs rfter his electicn cnLy

000 h:rd been settled cn Llnd bcught fron the5r5C0 feqilies out of 2OC
capitalists.
Cap-in-hand to lnternlti.xaL b:nkers, i,lug r b
face agalnst his cl;n millt'r,nt suppoi'ters"

,

ft"
has reaintrlned:r firm
hes disarmed tlrc

guerrlLlas ccnstantly rene\red the stete cf energency brought in by
Smith, and banned 'rIL meetings :.nd dem.rnstr tl3ns l'reId uith:'-rt rSovern-
ment permissicn.
As a diversicn frcn his o1,rn feilure to dellver on his prcnises,
Mugabe has staged peticdlc and hi;;hly publici.scd rttacks on his
pclitica)- opprnents, includla3 the f1d.i,rA f 1ilure rf Ian Srniti: and,
mcst conspicr.rcusLy l,iugabers fcrmer aLLv Nkrnc" But whll-e l"{ugabets
warnlngs cf the danger cf rlght r,'ing eeactj rn are potentially weIL-
f ru-nded, thc reaLity ls that the on1-y ,lefence against sr.rch rioves,
sp:nsered by the South Afrlcan grvefnn'rente ls the nrobillsrtlon cf the
w:rking masses cf Zlmbabwe; and yet it is against thesc s?re wcrkers
and peasants th:t the re ,oressicn hes been npplied.
The need fcr a flghting rvorkcr,/pea s rn t elliance, b?sed on ? prcgranme
of dexocr'ltic, ecrncn:ie rnd transiticnal dem:rnds, anci pclltl6ally 1n-
det)endent cf i"lugnbe rnd his pciitlcs cf clrsg cciLaboratlcn, 1s central
tc the struggle for scciallsn in Zimb-r.bwe. the f 1ght for such a
perspective requires the bulldlng cf a Trctskylst Ieadership.
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While llug:be remains un,1er her,vy pressure from thr: remnants cf the
raeist regirne a.nd f rcn the apartheid stlte in Scuth Afrlcae the
neighborrring peLty bourgecis rcgiiles cf sng)11 and Mczlrnbique faee
virtually ccnstent mllit:ry raicls, partial cceup:.ticn, and Pretoria-
sponsored guerilLa mcrrenents designed to install illi:bIe pro-
imperll list gcvernments.
The MPLA reglme in Angcl-a and Machelrs FRELII'IO goverhr,ient in MozaL::-
bi-que have,oroved a.s inpctent as l4ug:lbe in satisfylng the needs cf
their tcrking class and peasantry. They have attempted tc balanee
between the pressures of Scuth African and irnperialist eapttal cn the
cne hand and the dei:rands of the mlsses and the eccn:nj-c and military
support cffered by the Krenlin and its fellow Stalinist burelucracles
on the other" But as long as these reglmes fall- to take the necess-
ary bold steps tc ieeet the needs cf the pe:s:intty, and mobilise them
:.rms in hancl tc ccmbat the inv:rd.ing reacticnary f or.ces, the;' will
remaln unstable victims of externrl agqression,
Yet neither ti:e Angclan ncr the lulozanbl,lue regimes, nor their lulosecw
patrcns r+culd ecurtenance sueh 2" revol,.rticn?ry answer tc the reaetlon-
ary cffenslve: that l;cul-d destabil-lse the balanee cf fcrees thrcugh-
out Southern Africa :nd pcssibly throughout the c:ntinent. Fcr this
reascn these regimes fall tc take the neeessary bold steps t: nect the
neerls of the pc?s?ntry, :nd mcbil-lse them arms in hand tc ccmbat the
invading reaetirnary fcrces .
An qdditional reascn f:r the South African cperrti-ons in Angola is
Lhe refu-ge it provlCes fcr the SWAPO guerrillas flrhting fcr the
liberation cf ltlamlbia rgainst a 100,000-strcng Scr-rth Afriean Srmy cf
occupaticn. This struqgle fcr irclitical indeirencicnce cf the rrflfth
prcvince of Scuth Africa'! has ilraw;r the attenticn cf therrGang of
Fiverr irnperi-alist roclArers, four cf i+hich ?.re ea.ger tc see a negotlated
settlement which would cpcn up the ttlcgalrr explcitr.ticn cf lrtamlblars
strategically imprrtLnt nrinemL re serveso llut the stubl:orn stance of
the ,Scuth Afriean gcvebnncnt, in effect refusi.ng sericusiy to ij.scussthe j.ssue without a pricr withdIawal cf Cuban trcpps frcm Angol-a, has
drar,un a guarded welccLne snd endorsernent frcn the Reegan adrninistration.
Additicnal suppcrt tc the S.rut,h A frican stance hls ecme in mcrc
subtlc f crin f rcn France rncl frcrn Pcrtuga.l, the olcl cclcnial rulers,
whcse {lcvernflents hiive bci;h cffered tc suppl;r trccps f cr a sc-called
Itpeace-kecpingrr fcrce to re.claee the withdrawn Cuben fcrces - whleh
cur.rentllr buttress the Angclan regir,ie agalnst thc Scuth Afric,an
of -f,en s i-ve .
But at present nueh thcugh a1-1- cf the petty bcurgecis rrfront ljx
regimes and even the leaders cf SWAPO itself ruould Llke tr see a
negctleted settlement cffer thcm a basls fcr pe:ccful coexi-stence
wlth irnperialism and the apartheid rulers therc is n'c prcspect
a diploinatic scluticn in I{amibia. The UN negotiating te fl is
being dlsbanded,
Yet the strlin cf sustaining the vast mil.itary effcrt in Nanibi: and
the cffensive rlids into neighbourin* states is f,ne cf the factcrs
shaping the strugrlle ln Scuth Africa itself . The eccncmy? thcugh
nct exactly in phase with the lrcrkl c;ccncmy ?s a whcle, hls alsc
begun tc run aground 1s part cf the wcrld cLplt:rLlst re cesstcn.
Un6nrplcynent his rlsen ti, an Cestinated 3.3 rnilllcn 32f,), wlge in-
creaies- lag way beliind 13-15% i.nf laticn, r"nd ncw shcrt*tj-me and lay-
off s in th* motor inrlr-r-sLry and other b::.sic in'lustries are wcrking
their way thrcugh l:rundreds of smalLer supply an.l other f irms" ilit
by t.he slump.rnd by thc fall in the pr'lce cf gclcl, the South Afriean
eeonony a.s a.whcle has run intc defieit , and been fcreed tc seek an
IMF loln of E1 bllllon.
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It is under these s:.)Lle eonditi)ns thet the cl:"i;;:rtic strug;le fcr
black trade unicns and the eccncrnic ,1i:r:;.nd.s of th; bl-6c[i-worliing
elass continue to ernf rcnt t}-re power cf the capitalist class and lts
rpartheid statc maehine. Sinee thc Scr.retc t:.prising of 1976 anC lnparticu}ar slncc 1978-9 strikes ?.nd struggles fcr t,tre buil-ding and
defe!ce cf unlcn crganisatlcn h:ve emer:ged and grcl^rn ln almcst every
qe eticn cf the black worklng class - ncl{ penetra.ting e\rcn tc the
agrieul-turaL seetcr.
The reascn fr,:n the state has been 2" ecnbinaticn cf partirl ccncess-
lcns tc stem the mcst pc',terful ncvernents, anrl brute repression
arrest and torture cf unicn l-eaders, vicLimisatlcns, m?s;r saeklngs,pclice harassilent snd viclcnce agrinst strilrers and' rnilltants. Yet

e inabillty cf the apartheld
rigltts to organise tc the

nrne of these t:cties has served to defea
unionlsatlcn and the eecncn:1e demands :f
the sheer seale rf t,he repressicn, and tir
state tc .:ff er sehlous ref crms cr'stlble

with rrany
nctably trrtwo-stag
leadershi
organisat

t cr h-c.It the drive for
thr": wcrking cI:rss, fndeed

bl-aek trrde unions has harnpered- the develcpnent cf iln est:blished
bureaucratic Iayer in the Ie:.dership cf tha blaek prcl-etariet ea.pable
of conslstently ccnt,:.lning the strenghh cf the rank and fi.Ie"
Though b,-rnks, mrncprlles and inpc:rillist ef,vernments cutsir-le Sor;th
Afrlca al-most unanirncusLy prcfess thelr ricraL tpi:csition to apartheid,
they reccgnise that in con:p:riscn tc tirc develcp,rent cf ? mass,
organised proletariat eapable .:f r,u:ging strrrggles, f cr its b'lslc
rights and livi-ng standrrds, a1::rrtheid is -withcut dcubt therrIesser evilil.
Whrt is pcsed is the pcrsp,jctive cf perma-nent revclutj-cn in Scuthern
Afrlca, lndeed in ,r"Ll- srrb-Sah:rr:n :i.frice" I'he lir,acd j-ate st:i:uggles
are againsL the inosL brutaL lnstitutirnallsed r:cial cppressicn, fcr
the mcst eler*entary demceretic rlgitts cf tr:.de ,"rnicnists end &he
develcproent of a pclitieally independent labcur ritvement, fcr :)
f-ivlng .wagee fcr decent h.rusing, end fcr the rn:st e l-emcntarf demccra-
tlu rights; fcr the nat-icnal libcreti:r: cf tiamibia:lncl fcr the de-
fence cf ii{czanbique and Ang:Ia ageinst Sruth African j-nvasicns,
Yet the fc::ce thlt c?n lead thcse struggles in 'l, str:ng and 1n-
creasingl-y well-organlsed bLack prcle t:iri:.t" This prcletariat can
fuse thc denccratie revrluticn ag:inst the aprrthcid stq.te r,.iith the
socialist revcluticn, r,nd both rlith the liberlti x cf the messes
cf blrck Afric:.
The ccuntries cf sub-Sahara n Afrlca, execpting Zirnba"bwe and pertly
Nigerla, are aincng the pco':est and Ie a.st devel:ped cf tha wcrld.
Bal-kanised by the legacies cf ccLcnj-allsi:r, thelr pecple l-ive in
cf ten incre esing pcrrertyr pre)' tc pcst-ccl-cn.1eI buretueratic stqte s
run by bcurgeci-s cl.ereagc,gues. The bleek rrrcrkcrsr revcluticn in -qcuthAfriee can and shculd. begln the sceiel reccnstructix cf the whcle
ccntinent, re.llising ti:c ideaL cf pan-Afr,1c:.nisn 'cn e sccialist
basis.
Ohe cf the rnosL da.n,lercus cbstrbles tc tnis is ti-re lir:mlin bureau-
cracy which in rccent \.,e?.rs has built up strong diplcinatie relatlcns

Afrlcan gsverninents, and its Ioc:I pclltc:"I reflecti:ns,
he AliC. Cl-ear cpircsltl:n i s necess?ry tc the 'St:Iinistetr politics 3ni"i guerrili aiet liverslcns pedciled b), the
p:f the.iNC ancl perrueatlng SACTU:nd nlny cf the sclidarlty
icn s intern:,t icn:II;'.

The guerlllaism cf the Al'{C, much vauntccl by it its x Lcken cf
revolutlcnary nilitrncy, r.cturally reflccts it,s deterri$.naticn to
direct tbe struggLe away frcni independent wo:'king class pclitics.
The arned defence cf t;crkersI struggles, thc developnient f cr this
purpose of arnecl. wcrkerst cletechile.nts cepa.nle :f ccndueting I civiL
war ar:rd mcbillsing the unemplcyeil :nd [he agricultural wcrkers, must
arise out of the mobilisation cf the wcriiing class ltself " Armed
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strugcl-e - hl,lever he::ci-c thc ecmra.iles whl thain ancl rrnderta.ke arned
explcits - cannct substitute in Scuth r,f ric: f cr nass strike iletlcn
and the ncbillsaticn lf the nlsses cf the bleck cclinilniti-es and
townshlps.
In 3ur sclidarit)' vrcrk we have ), resplnsibility tc direct the ltten-
ticn cf Scuth Afriean nillt:nts nct towards llluscry hcpcs that
!tprogressiverr capitallsts uiII prcssrlrisc Pretcrla intc ref orns, but
cn the- struggle fcr internatlcn:l- action by the U-s1.k:!rlg,_glaEs.:through trede unicn trrd.e bcyectts, synp:.thy strihes, the cpening; cf
the books cf hanks anC rnultin:tlcnals tc expcse their explcltatlcn
cf the bl-eck trcrkers cf Scuth hfrlca, anc-1. the builriing cf direet links
between rank and filc tr:de rrnionlsts ano their ecunterparts 1n
Scuth Afrlea,

uIlpE i^s.!
Upcn the mugled bcdies end sh:.tte red ruins created b:,' fsr:eI's 1n-
vasicn cf Lebancn, the Reagr.n a.rlrninistrr.ticn is atterli:tlng with
barely dls,Tuised sctlsfaction tc construr:t 3" new, reactlonary "peaeet'in thc i4lddle E.:st a.t the expense cf the Pale.stinlan and. Arab mi.sses.
The US \,rarfl)nrc-{e1's belleve thrt tire heavy nllltery rlefe:ts lnflicteri
by the Israelis r-1p3q iire PLO, the Leb:.nese left mil-ltl:s and the
Syrian f,:rces lnslCe l;hc Leban3n nr1/I create favcurable ccndit1cns to
fcrce hurrnllieting ecncessions fi'cn the c)nserv tlve leaders of tt@
;!rab reglmes and tirus the PLO.
hlith brazen a.rrogitnec, one State Di;partment cff icial has su',tmerl uyl
the rdministr:ltion I s attitude tc thc nevr b:Ilnee cf f )rces in thc
I"iiddIe East:: rrlde beLlcve thet the ti:re has ecnle tc stop talking
ebcut talking abcut peacee lnd start sittlng dcwn lt tl:c tabler d1-
re ctly negctlating br:tween lsraclls and .irirbs :nd_the Uqited Sta-tes.rt
(tilewsi,reek" 1 . 1 1,82t
It is clear frci';t the cutset that e.:.ch rf these three cci;:pcnents cf
Re-:g?nr s prcposed peace telfis havc diff e rent immediate cb jectives and
materi-al interests and that in the present phesc cf *evelcpnents
the most deeislve cf thc tirrce is the USri.
It was hanrl in .gtove i^iith US strategists tir:t Israelr s Zicnist rrilers
embarked upcn their bloody lnvesirn cf L ebancn r.rith the conbined
cb jective rf 1nf licting ? bLcw on the PLO, srnashing its arnerl aLIl-
?nee with the Leb:nese left, ,-lnd thu.s cpet'ring the wey to a strble
right rving rer3ime and the recrnstructlcn cf the arlned f crces 1n
Lebencn 

"R.eaganrs men are delillhted -.lt the wryT Amin Gern:yel has turne4 tcr,rards
the USA:nd at his skllfully judgerl displrys rf ap;:arent inriepcnd-ence
f rcm Israel, whlch 1re designcd tc endeer hin tc Ar:b ruler-q lnri se -
cure thelr finenclal :ncl pcllticlI suppc:'t. But even his rlisplays cf
'rindependeneerrfit in ncatly wlth the US cbjeetlve of fcstcring a
strcng stabe apoeratus in Lebancn. Gen:lyel has called for thc t+ith-
drawal cf Israel as ucLI ts Svrian anil i)LO trcrps frcn Leha-non but
has ccmbined this vrith ln appeal ior a lcn,1-term pre scnee cf a vast
nrulti-nation{}l "perce-keeping" fcree cf ui-rvrrds )f 30r0Oo trcrps.
IIis visit tc ldashingtrn brcught rietrlled d scussicn cn-1 rapld bull-d-
up cf Ameri-can ltrms supplles, nd 3. pJssible elipansicn cf j.ts present
1r800-strcng US ccntin;lent in the multi-n:tional fcrce in Bcirut.
The ider cf :i large-sc:rle hrrilC.-up r,rould be tc enable this f crcc to
csrry cut operatlcns elsewhere in . Lebencn. ;\I-reedy in Beirut
French trccps havc asslsted the Lebenese ?rny 1n rlassive ra.lds a.nd
rrrests cn Palestinians and Lebanese left-wingers - vhile cf course
ncunting nc attack cn thc Phalln64ist right wing.



TIITERN/I rafixL/9

This 1s the klnd lf rtpeacerr that Gen:.1,6I ani his US spcnsors
want to see ln Lehancn. ind tc gct lt, the ;,r rre pre prrerl tc telk cf
us rnd cther trccps reoiilning statlcned trn 're ccun tr../ fcr t wc years
or more. There ls nc ccntr:dleticn be truecn s,.rch plens :nC also rlis-
cusslng fcrmulae fcr ulthdrautl of Israeli, SyriBn md PLO forces
f rcr: Leha non. The Zicnlsts ther:selves ' have put fcrward a l-pclnt plan vhich beglns with the evacua.ti:n cf the 8,00C PLo guerlllas
stlll in the couhtry (lncludlng mlny ev?crreted frcu Beirut wh5 heve
reentered 1n the North cr thrcugh the Beka's velLey) and envlslges a
two-step vrithdrawal rf Syrien end fsraeli frrces. In exchangr" the
Isrs.e Lls want a guarantee of security rf the b:rder with Isn&i- and
perroanent excluslon of Syri.an troops xnd PLO guerilLas frcm Leb:non.

But this same lnnedlate cbjectlve 1s al-so trcltly suppcrted by
the rlght ulng Arsb regimcs, wh: say the poilerful flehtlng ellirnee
between the PLO and thc Lebsncse left rs : ;reater thre,rt tc their
pcLltlcal stqbiLity then the Phalanglst rlght wiiq.
The wealthy Sludi and Kuwaltl en.1 othcr iirab Loague reginies finqn-
cially spcnsored the l0ro00 stronE Syriln presence es a nove tc ccn-
trcl th6.s sltuatlon 1n tebanon. They ean ncw be expeeled, if the
lmperiallsts and Zlcnlsts plry their errds s:nsibly, t: ch'lnnel
hefty suus lnto the boqiing brul helt out by Gcnayel fcr the re-
ccnstructicn cf the Lebanese ?rmy tc Cc the s.rme jcb.
Yet desplte thls strcng llkellhcoC thrt they riill fulLy cc-cperate
wlth inperlallst pl-ans fcr Lehucn, rnC desplte thelr obvlcus efforts
tc ccntain the Palestinl:n struglle, Arab le:ders vhc mlght have
expected l friendly rcception for thelr lqtest "peaco pldnrr frcm
Ronald Reag:n 1n 1.'Jeshinetcn and Thatcher ln tsrlt:1n hlve trglLed baek
wlth their cliue brueh ln tqtters.
Reagan has repcrtedly followeC utr the mllltary and political- defeats
lnfllcted during the fsraell invaslcn rf Lebencn b., pf,slng r new,
stern ultimaturn tc the Arab rul-ers. Xither the;;' nust h:rnd cver ne-
gctlating rlghts fcr the Palestinians t: i{ing lIusse ln cf Jcrdu, cr
face tlre prospect cf fsr:eli annexaticn rf the l'iest Rank and Gaza
strlp. As 1f tc underllne ti-rts thrert, .iergrprs adninistreticn os-
tentetiosly issued a ccnplaint at thc ucst recent Zlcnlst settlements
on the l{est Bank - effectlvely -warning thet the s1v1ge fsraell stete
nachine cculd at any mcment Lurch out cf lJashirlgtcnrs ccntrcl.

With thls es : Iever, Rclgan is atter:ptlng tc fcrce the ccnser-
vetlve Arrb rulers - end thrcugh thern tl,e PLO - intc 'i e--94.!-a. reccg-
niticn of the state cf IsraeL. I(ing Ilussein hinself hrs publley
urged the PLO tc reccgnise thc Zicnist strtc. But tr begi.n any
negctlrtions frcm such a standpoint 1s effeetively to rencunce the
<lemands f cr the right of Ptlestinl'us tc raturn tc their hcne lud, &.,
fcr & democratlc secul?r st:rte cf Palestine with e'u:rl rights fcr bcth
Arab antl Jet'r - bcth cf whieh require the destructic. :f the vicicusry
discrlmlnatcry state cf fsrael as it exists.
There 1s every indication thet many arab bcurgecis leeders wcuLd
theflselves be ncre than re:dy tc ccntenpLate such e sell-cut - 1'rere
they nct fearful cf ttre hostility cf the irrrk-ing cLess anrl peasantry
of theix cwn ccuntries. The defeat in.f licteC upon thc PLO ln Lebancn,
hcltever, has nrw weakencd thrlr p:.I-itlcal lnfLuencc and thrown the
A rafat le:dershlp mcre intc the ai"ns of their wcalthy Saurll spcn-
sors. It 1s thls dpportunity to fcrce hcnc crucial concessl:ns vhich
Re4gan has been sc obvlcus Iy er,.ger tr selze.
fn each cf these rspects :f the r,rheeling rnd de:rllng cf l"I1dd Le East
pcLitics, thc chlef victircs are the cppresscd and explolte'I , the
wcrklnq cl-ass 'rnd peas:ntry cf the Arab st:tes "-nd the tllspcssessed
Palestlni.:n pecple. 0nIy thc struggle fcr the revclutlcnary social-
1st overthrcw cf the ir r:b regines and the destructlcn cf the appar-
atus of the Zlcnlst st:te cen rpen the dcar f c)' thc establlshment cf



demccratlc rights, pe:ee and decent Livlng st'rndards frr the pecples
of the l,llddLe East.
The Zicnlst strte uqs estrbllshed by (lis.Dcssessing the P:Leslnirn
A rabs. lts establishnent and ccntlnuod exlstencc have only been
pcssible rrrith lmperi:lllst suppcrt - I suppcrt given becruse Israel Is
the watchdog of imperiallsm ln thc I,ildCIe East, the servlnt cf lts
lnterests, in particulxr thcse cf tho donlnant lnperlallsm, the
Unlted States "Althcugh thls supprrt glves riso on ocelslcn tc conpllcatlcns fcr
lmperirllsn io lts attempts tc relete to the Arab bcuegecisies and
feuda I- bourge ols r.glues, IsrreI renains ther primary :nilltary instru-
ment for malntaining lnperlallst crder rnd imperlaLlst lnterests jrr
the l,llddIe East. Imperlallsmrs rellanee upcn Isr3eI is qualltatlgely
different frcm lts reLl:nce cn other agencles.
Having expelled the Paleslni-ans, rnd belng r weepf,n aqllnst any Arab
lnltlatlves cpposed tc the interests :f lnper1:rIism, the Zlcnlst
state ls ccnpeLled to try to lmpose lts wlll :ver, and scmetir:es to
cccupy, cver r,rlder surrc,.rnd ing terrltcries elther fcr lts Ewn security
cr tc dr the blrl;lng cf imperialisrn. The Paleslnlqn lrecple are the
dlrcct vlctlms rf the Zlcn$St scttlement. I{e are fcr the destructlcn
of the Zi'.rnlst stet e anrl unerndltlcnally t! suppoit of the struggle
cf the cprrressed natlcn, the Palestlnians, 1g?1nst the op.oresscr,
IsraeL.
We are in fluour cf the destruction cf the Zlrnlst st.)te and the
creatlon Jn its plrce cf a dcsiocrjtlc -rnd secular state ln aLL of
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Palestine, that is a unifled sttte respecting the r
those Lrhr presently Live thore tc live slde-by-slde
lng PaLestin:Ld.ns as cltlzens. Bu t- while the PLO Ic
elEse cf lts rrwn class interests and because cf pre
reglrixes and thc Scviet Unicn - strugg)-cs in re :rlity
stete, and develops ccnse qLtent strrtcglc :nd tlcil

i.f l:rt ci aL I cf
with the return-

aiership - be-
ssnre f rcrl A rab
fcr a b:urgc cls
aL pcslticns, e
I necessar&lyaffirm that the destructlcn cf the Zlcnist stete wil

be the task cf tire cppressed messes under the lcadership cf the
worklng cIass, and .1s prs ct iea L Iyln ccnceivab Ie lvithcut thc Areb
wcrking class hlvlng establishcd its cLass nrle ln at lc3st a sub-
stantlaL part cf thc Arcb E st, and l,/iLhrut the ,let:rEhment fron Zlo-
nism of a section :f the Isreeli Jer.rish vcrklng clsss.
We advccate ::nd uculd flght for the nrxlu.run cultural and ecmuunaL
r16hts f3r Jelrs uithln silch a stete thet ire ccnpltiblc uith 1ts ex-
istencc, rnd oppose any bi-natlonal cr c:nfessional ar:'angemcnt
cppcsed tc the wlshes cf the Palestinlen people. For us, therefcre,
the ndemccretic secuLar strtetr cxn be n:rnc othcr than a ioeiallst
strte, l part cf the sovlet-s>.:hllst federative st:te of the Arab
East. The establishment cf : P:rlestlni:n soverdlgn state on the West
Bank cr West Bqnk and Gaza strlp wculd nJt ccnstitute e .just s:lutlcn
tc the Palestinlan questl,on. There ean be n: Just sclutlf,n ulthcut
the right cf the Palesinien people tc return to :rll cf pre-partltlon
Palestine as cltlz en s.
The fact that a sectl-rn cf the PLO le:dershlp has fcr scme tlrne beep
presslng for sueh a state, :rnd the lact that thls Legdershlp vculd -ln return fcr the estabLishment cf sueh ? stTte - gurrantde the bcr-
ders of IsraeL (if necessnry by mlLlt'rriIy suppresslng thf,se wentlng
tc ccntlnue the struggle rgaJ-nst the Zi:nlst settLement) dres nrt
change the fqct thet the Palestinl'rn naticn has e right tc return to
aII rf Pal-estinei nrr does it legitlmate tire existence of q Jewish
stste be8ed cn thc exprcpfiati3n rf thc -rrab Lands. Clearly, eny
arrangemt by vhich a cgricrture cf rtse Lf -d.e termln at lonrr rdere cfieretl
thrt feIIs .'f,rr shcrt :f even t'hls PalestlnlLan strte on a reri.ueed
territory, rculd eonstltuLe cnly another me:ns fcr perpetuetlng the
denlal cf PaLestlniqn natlcnal rlghts.
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No such .1gre eaent resuLting frcn thr: m'rrdercus r.ttrcks cf Zicnlsnt
or 3ny other forces can bc ecnsidered tc irrve the sligirtest legiti-
ma cy.

IErtrN

When Iran was inv'rdetl in Septenber 198Cr S:rrld:m 'iusseln h-id planned
for o quick vlctcry which wruld secure I pl:ce fcr fr:q 1s the strcng
state cf ttro GuLf. Agelnst rIL expectatj-cns thc var h2s drrgqed
out, "nd brcught a. dr:ratid turnabcut in Iranrs iottuncs.
Instaad cf the toi:pIlng cf ,(ncnenl, 1.Ih?t h:rs been r'ie inon s t r'l ted is the
extent tc vhich tha lranian rcqlme hrs ccnsolidated itseLf rnd its re-
pressive appareius 3ver the recent period.
The ermy, r,rhich .rt the cutset of the l/tr1r wfs e ir:gmented fcrce re-
fleeting the different eLements ll,ithln the pcliticaL scene, hrs been
systenrtically purged, lnd 1 ne1,, Ielclcrshlp lcyeI tc Khcrneini has
emergecl . Ri.valry ind ulstrr.tst vhlch exlstecl. pr{ivif,usIy between the
lrmy ?nd tlre .orsillrrns (re.rcluticnary gulrds) has been f,verccme -
m-:ny cf the her^r breed cf arny :fficers ?re .lrer,ln frcm a sinilar
backgrcund to that cf the P:sd:rans.
A bl-cdy purge cf the cp.c:siticn th::cu3h rrrests, tcrture rnd execu-
tlcns hls^ suiceeded f cr-'ihe time being irr iiriving the f,rgsnlssticns
unriergrculd. A m:jor oppcsiti)n fcrco the Mujaheclin e Iihr]q estl-
r,ra te [hrt 1OrOO0 picple have been executed. se'rcte blcr^rs have bben
suffered ny if :- Icft'orqanisa{.cns. -{n (l cven trc Turleh Party rnd the
Fedrycen l4r j )rity r,'h:, r,ilth sI:vish rrlhercnce t: thc rcgine (in the
n.lrre- :f rr:.nti-inpe rlellstttstru3gle ) cJnd.)ne:1. the ltt: cir Jn the oppJ-
sIti: n, arc nrw themsclves i:ie vlctins :f this attack.
'r{here Ii:rn Iacks militrry h irdvaro, it lles conpens.-.ltcd by thc re-
gimets c:Id blrcded rbility tc sacrifice Luge n'ojllbc rs cf the pcpu-
l-rti:n fcr thc "cruse rf IsL:r:arr. F:rmiLles h:ve riillingly handed over
thelr scns to be traineLi by the Local mullahs tc ,lia fcr the fdt$th.
Tc date veLI over /c0 1000 pecpte hrve becn klLIeC in the r,rar wlth cs
meny wounded. Trlbutes tc these mertyrs lf IsL:r: xd3rn the walls and
streets cf Tehran irn d other cities.
The mcre crnservative cLements in thc' ggcve rnnent lrJund Pre sld':nt
Khcmeini lre nlw Loss crncerned vlth Sqdd.,1.mrs clcwnf qllthri tc ensure
that the <levastating cffects cf tlre wqr ,lc n:t spark :ff mess dis-
c.rntent. In rdcliticn x h'1sty ettenpt tc re b,.ril,l the eccncmy is
being narle. Frod :nd rar^l mrterirls a re brdly needed. Fsctcries
heve been nrnning at only )O'l cf cepacity.
'r,,ihatever the cutccme cf the var the pocpJ-e cf irrn 1nd lrlq will have
p:id x heavy price f rr it. + def ert- lcr Inq wlll be r scvere blot'r
tc SadCem {ld ^ cruld open ur) the w?y f or a stiu;l-Ie tc rencve hirr" A

vlctory fcr Irqn wiII further strengthen thc regi',te, rt Le ast tem-
porariiy. Fcr thc Ir:nian left it iey seem thrL thcy hrve-been thrust
L:.ck intr tire same pcsitlcn xs thcy $rere under ttre Shah. But the
griev:rnees cf the r'rcrking class, the pe:sentrYr 9f thl netionaL
ffiincritleo xnd f,f v,cmen atn nc rirre be answered by this re;:lne thtn
they ccul.1 by the shahts. ifhe rn ss disc:ntent vrhich brcught Ll cwn the
Shair viIL yet romcve this regine. Fcuced back tc 1 cLlndestine
sltu3llcn - it is vit:il that thc lcrt trke stock tf their strugzle over
the tist three yelrs" The sham antl-inpe ri:llisin hich fJr sc Lcng
fccled the presLnt cppcsitlon intc ecntinued support f:r.Shcneini has
in prictfce'been expSled mrny times :ver. The s:rle cf cil tc the US

tirr;ugh en intermedi:ry in S,,'ritzerland ls just )nenr)xe exslnple' For
t,he liani:rn r,rcrking cLiss the next perlcrl viIL be:r test cf thelr
rblllty tr fcrge a p:rth independent ':f the IsLanic reglrne.
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T'JRKEY

0ver two years after the coup whlch put the Evren iuntl ln pcwer and
instituted intenslflcC state repressicri of the left wlng and tr:rle
unicn movenent Turkey is lf lnythlng trcr,-. tightly ln the grip )f mltl-
trry d lctat rrshlp.
The spurlcus l-aurc Is of rrde,:rocr.". cy'r , stcl:n by the Jr:ntr as a resrrlt
of the re cen treferenduu, werc based DlrtIy on baIIot-rlgJlnb, partly
upon .the prcstratl:n cf the ilrin p:Iltlcal p:rties (th.: Justlce P:rty
slrltehed tc reccmmedd a lrst-minute [yesrr vcte so ns nct t: be lso-
Lrtedl), but chiefly uprn thc nerr-t:tal suppresslcn .rf any polltlcal
canpaign against the prcpcsrls put f 3rve.rd by Evren.
Tc c:.mpaign seriously fcr ?. I'no'r vcte uT,s tc invlte thc fuII brunt
of repressicn, under eondltlcns where even the tamost bcurgedls ad-
vccates of plciflst pclltlcs. and ,lerocratic rlghts have suffered srr-
csts and face serlcus charges. Show trlals are stlll prcceedlng rg-
:1nst the leldershlp cf thc cutlawed DISK trlde unlon c fcderatlcn,
:nd agrinst l(urdlsh leaders and left ving lctivistsl tens of thcr-i sand s
od politlc:l prlsoners still L'lngulsh 1n Turklsh JalI,3. Now under
the draccnlan prcvlslons cf the rrCcns tltut iontr steemrcllerod thrcugh
by Evrenrs referendumr ,:IL pc[it1c:L partles and thelr Icaders re-
4ain benned from :rctivlty fcr ten ye:rs, while Evren hlnse l-f tlkcs on

al-nost unLlmltod povers :rs President fcr I y.i1rs.
Behlnd thls wafer-thln faeade of rrdetaccraeytr, the junta h.is ccntlnued
tc shctrt incrctsing leniency tc extreme rigirt wlng ud f rscist f crccs,
while the mrln fire is dlrected tcwards the crushlng cf thc Turkish
wcrkersr resistlnce tc the bnrtal- econcmlc policles Ceslgned tc ball
cut the crlsls-ridden bcurgecisle. The benkruptey ln the Summer of
Turkeyrs Ierdlng brckcrr re-hluse, wlth l clefleit if 6t Uflffon, has
deaLt a heavy blcw tc the Juntars ncnctrrist strrtegy .rnd tc lts pres-
tlge ln the nidile clasges - the butk cf whcn lcst savlngs as 1re-
sult lf thc c.r1-Lapse. ihc clevaluatlcn :f the currency b[ cver 2O0I
hes f:li-ed tc Cc much ncre th:n r:lse lnfleti:n tc 50 -6O:% whll-e ehro-
nlc pcverty 1nd unemplcysoat 3ro tho daily resllty for the Turklsh
mf.sses.
Yet wlthcut a pclitlcal Ie:ldershlp e:rpqbLc cf breaklng deelslveLy rvlth
the bcurgecls llberal RPP cf Bulent Ecevit end cffering a clerr prc-
grarrme cf strugglc cn vhlch tc mdrblllse the r+crklng class and flive
s lead tl th, pelsantry, thc pctcntirlly pouorful- Turkish prcletarls.t
continues tc suffer blcws antl deferts.

Ajidltlon tc ttlhe internatlonel sltu1t1cn & cur taskstr (prop. tevy)
Iurkey:
Tnsert as flrst papa;
In many respects flrrkey represents for l:i;!TO end the EliC 'i'hat Pcland
1s fcr- the Warsau Pact and Ccmeccn - exepples cf the worst effects
of the eccn:mlc end s:clal crlsls anri tho lengths to whlch b:th 1m-
perlalism and staLlnlsm wiLI go tcs:curc thelr strrteglc pcsltlons.
Inseit after 3rd para;
A feature of tl,le represslcn over
soclal brcadening cf the reglme
yeer hrs secn the lrrest cf the
Peace I'ss:elaticn aLong ulth Ir
tuals. ,leaet1cn tc these mcves
use cf systematic torture cf pr
ab:ut human rlghts vithin Eurtp
Itticns, in scnc c:ses Ierdir g
by the reglme.

,

I

the last Dericd has bcen : :rrkcd
s ettrcks. In r::rtlcular the lest
leadershlp :f the turklsh -
ge numbexs cf rlrlters ancl lntellec-
together wlth the Juntars ccntlnu,ed

scners, hrs been mounting crltlclsm
an cap itallst states 'rnd stralned re-
o a freeze on credits badl-Y neeCed

i
e
t
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(addition, c cnt. )

TLre pleblcite resuLt hrs been fr:uduIeatLy rrseC by the dict?tcrshlp
as representing a step tcr.lerds its pcst-c:up pleCge tc "return to
demccr'lcyrr and justlfy the rcstcratiu cf thcse relgticns. It wlLI
aLsc Icad lnevltebly to e stepplng-up cf the haressment of exll"es
involved in anti-juhta activll-le s.
Unlike the previcus nilitrry t'rke-overs 7n 1960 c,nd 1971, the ccndi-
tirns this tir:e ruLed .cut the pcssibiLity cf anything other than a
Iong-term, structur?L stra tegy for thc r:rllitr.ry rul-ers. The juntar s
delay over tht: trl:L cf the DISK leadors, elrearly e ye?r clrl , re-
flects thls and a cauticus snd deleiberate approach that is thc
cther side cf thelr surmary vlclcnce.

(addition end )
CENTRAL AI{D SOUTIIER\ ASIA
Wlth the repressive Z1e dietatcrshlp in Paklstan butressecl rvith Lav-
1sh US mllltary :1r1, end thc ruthcrlt:iren rlght lvin Jayanardene
gcvernrnent 1n Sri {,ankl (ngw sce':inf I referonriun vcte tc prclo,rg its
rule ?ncl policies intit t 983) th,: multl-mllt-icns cf the Inillan sub-
c.rntinent f rce fulther att:cks uoon thei,r rights anrl thelr alreldypltlful Iiving st )nd 1rd s .
Less than six Srears after tloe end f,f In{irir Gandhlr s dict'ltcrlalrriJmerqency Rul-efl the Indian rullng clsss iH ]nce agsin attemptlng to
smash the crg:nisatlcns rf the RDrking cLass iinri nl3lre them pay for
the chrcnic economic cri sl s.
The Congress (I) gcvernment 3f Indl:? G:ndhi, faced uith 1 g?5 biLllon
national debt, hr.s neg.rtiateci a massive lcu rrca the Tl,1!'. To satls-
fy its internaticnal financirl ns.ckers th:t it me.us huslness, tre
Congress (1) g cve rncrent has i-ntrcduced ilrzclnian rntl-I:bcrL-r iegis-
Iation.tJhilst the IndL:n bcurge:isie h3s h?d pcrrers to delry and strp oertilln
strike actions errer siLrce independence (,,rith the 19)7 Industrlal
Disputes Act) the neld messures gre".tly increase the pcwcrs cf the
ruling class at b:th stete :nd naticnal levels.
The Natlonal €ecurlty Ordi-nance p:sseil cn Septenrbe r 21 , 1!BO af ter
Gandhlrs return to pcwer ellcus the strte tc :rrrest pecple r,rithcut
speclfic ch'rrges and inpriscn thern r,rithcut trleL fcr I period cf up
tc cne .i,ear. Even these powers lrerc increased by the EssenticL Ser-
vices MaLntenance '"ct passeC :lt thc end rf 1981 . -t'hi s rnrde rny
strikes j-n the veguely defined tressential serviccsrr ilLegel-; and
threatened any workers taking indu.strirL acticn rvLth suspension,
dismissaL end an:est. ?he Act alsc g:rve the g:vernuent mcre powors
to persecute naticnll iirinorites and Low caste rrHa:"i janstr. Tc further
increase the arsenal- cf the rulirrl cLass f ;Ilowini the failure cf itsrrantl-lnf I.rtirnrrytt cccncmlc prckece, ncu entl-LebclLr 'rBLrck Billsrt
h:ve. been intrcduced such :rs tho Industrla.L risputes (Anenrinents
B1II). A nd over and abrve the anti-unicn legiilation the ruling
class has intr:duced leglsleti:n denying the right tc critloise tLe
g cve rnmen t.
But resist?nce tc t',re ruling cLass oflensive hrs been strcng in num-
bers if vreak ln poLltierL I:eicrs,,ip. lle::cnbcr'c1: th.t tLe'-J:nrta
grvernment cf 1977-8A lras fcrced t:- eb.lnricn its aitl-Ialcur Inclus-
trlal Relaticns B1IL by nass wcrking class resistrnce, lndian rvcrk-
ers have sh cr,m their def lence cf the nev Ccnr:ress (I) 'reglme t s
measures tcc. MllLions cf wcrkqrs aII cvei' InCla t::l; part in the
one-d'ry Generrl Strlke held cn January 18 1982. The Ccngress re-
gime respcnded by arrestini3 25,0OO cf thc strikr-.rs anci t<llllng 12
others. The General Strlke started the harcic Bcmbay textile wor-
kers stelke. 25O)OOO of them struck fcr wage incregses, rlghts fcr
tempcrary wcrkers, rec rgnitlx cf the unirn cf their cfoice anC
against IocaI anti-irnicn Iegislaticn.
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The Stalinlst
suppcrt f:r G

Lead tc the s
Stalinist par
ecallticn aglinst Gani1h1, ls equrLLy bereft cf pc1-i-cies tc ncet the
necds cf thc rndirn prcletari:t.
A revoluticnary prcLetarlnn Leadershlp lnd ? prcgramfle including a
series cf deuccratlc demrnls r..i lresslng tho p::cblems tf r,rcne4, na-
ti:nal mincrltles nnd. the most d3wntrcCden snd oplressed rn 'nrian
scciety, are needecl tc unite the dlverse secticns cf the r.vcrking
class and peasantry ln the strugqle against Gendhlrs regime and the
systen: cf cep it6Lism and imperiallst explcltaticn whlch lt defenris.
In Pakistan, under ccndltlcns of lncreasingLy stern repressicn frcm
Zta, the task is tc build thc blsls fcr a pcLltlcrl break frcm the
various parties :nrl faeticns of tb bc,rrgecisle, ln.l frcm Stallmlsm
of bcth tne l,icsccur rnd Peking v?rietles.
The Lcng histcry of .:rmy rule, intersperse
tr:-nlsm cf ZuLf iqar ,'rIi Bhuttci s Pal<isten .J

ted the:bllity:f thr: P:rkistani prol ctlr
ganisaticns thrcugh uhich tl struigle fc'r'

llltancy cf the wcrkers h?sheen un,lernined by the
ership cf the Indlan Lrl:our ilcvenenti

Conrr,un ls t Party cf Inrlia, lrith its squallC re8ord cf
andhl and thc ClnEress Party Leaclership to(lay rffers no
trlkers - but seeks :nly negotiatlcns. The rival
ty, the CPI (U) , l,,hieh suppbrted the bourgecis Janc.ta

dw
ecp

its

ith the topulist cppcr-
Lers Paty , has restric-
tc estqbllsh mass or-
independent needs.

Bhuttc spearhe:rded e nlticn?Listic cpplslticn t: the .\yub Iihln regime,
drarrring in the support cf t'oc u::b:n masses with clomancls fcr an cnd tc
military rule and promlses tc restore clvil llborties :1nd detrocr3cy.
A galnst thc extremlsts rf the IsLamlc right wln3, Bl-rutto ccnnter-
pcsed his cwn scheme f cr rrf,sl-lmic sccialisrol in ;-ahi.stln, prcmlsing
nationallsati:ns snd l-end ref:rm. But he slsc urged the feudal land-
Lcrci t:jcin hls pa rty" The prcmises cf land ref rrri \.rerc abandoned
and the PPP, which rose tr pcwer in oppositicn t: militrry rule on a
w:ve cf fi3sslve urban unrest an.J wcrking cLass lrilltrncy becari:e the
party cf big llnd.cwners 3.11d rich peasants, invcking ?rr;Iy represslcn
to c:ntain the struggle s of thc ucrkers. ,1

Thus It w3s Bhuttc whc first opened the 'lccr tc the uiclcus Islamle
Iaws since irnplemented by Gener:l Zia in l-ris attenpts t) bull-d streng-
thened suppcrt airongst the cxtrene right uing. A nd it w:s tshuttors
represslcn cf the labour mcverient, wlth the orss :rrests cf pcLitlcal
opponents, which laid the bqsis frr ZlaPs subsequent authorltarisn
ruIe.
0nly the building rf .1 party of the urban enil asrlculturql prrletar-
l:t malring its rpperl fcr j:int acticn r,ilbh the peasrntry cn the basls
cf a programnxe cn antl-feudal sncl antl-capltlList rrenrnds: cen thc
mlLltrnt Pakist'rnl pr:l-etarlat bre:k frcm tnis sltuation. Ther' is
no existing mass formaticn cfferlng e rerd.y-n".de arena frr polltlcal
lctivity. The building lf prLltieal in,lependence means thr: building
of a prcletrrlan rrgenisrticn rmder extrernely harsh c:nditlcns.
Demands, includir.g the revcluticnery exprcpriatlcn cf the I?nd Lcrdst
cheap creCit and guarrnteed u:rkets t: tre pJor pe"santry, aLonq vith
the naticnal rights cf thc cppressQd BaLuchl, Punjabi anC cther mi-
ncritles 1n Pakist:n end fcr the rcle:se cf pclitic'tl prisoners nust
play a vltrl role in thr; .levelcpment cf r. prc3raatme cf revcluticnary
acticn fJr th€ prlletrrirt an.l pccr pe.rsrntry cf ,Jakist.an.

C:IPITA LIST EUROPE

In the strug3Ie agalnst the imperiaList gcvernnants cf cnpitlllst
Europe, the worklng class finds itseLf ccnfrrnted bcth vith the
stern f:ce of mcnetarlst reectirn (abcve rlII in Briteinl but rlso
emer3ing in new right wing gcvernnents in G,-r:nany and Deinark) and by
a renewed lease cf Llfe fcr the bandrupt pclitics cf sceial clemocracy
inccuntries - I-rrnce, Spaln, Greeoe - where lt hrs nct b<:en dlscredl-
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Despite three ye:rs cf bitter bickering be tr,reen the rain wcrkersrpartles - the scelalist and ccmm,"rnists - anci Jespltc i-aeep:nd sharpdivide between thr: treje unicn buraeucr.ecle s, Fiench wjrk|rs cver-wherrningLy expressed their ccnil,ience in a sc6iarlst gcvernment elec-
|ed, :n , !?Ii . 

prrgr?rnae : naticnali.saticn rf ne jor mcicpclies an.-ib3nks, reflatlcn cf the ec)nomy, inJecticn cf vast resources intcsccial services, otc.
t.V9'rr Iatcr, rrr:cked by :n ever'- lecpenine eccncric crisis" thcMltterrand rnd,/Meurcy grvern",cnt hes put iis erecticn menif6stc in
abeyence anii h:s r.rndertaken tc rescrve the crisis with capit:rlist
measures which smeck cf Th:tcherism. rrAustcrityrt, "rigcuirr and rtsac-
rificerr hrve beco:ne thc i.:eyriiorc s cf every g cverirur6n t s[eectr ana
s t:l temen t.
The CP, the.'ccielistsr sc-?ior prl.tne r in thc qovcrnilent, euletlyapprf,ves this new turn. 1'Iittcrznrl's ec]n:iiii-e strrtely sf rrted ficma twc-prrnged cbjectlve: tc reflate the econorry and-tc setisfy thebasis ec:ncmie derrsnds )f th uorkers. but the-app;intment of- bcur-geols mlaisters such rs Grurrist l{1cher Jcbert si}n:rred that t}egcverniaent wculci not lmpletrent eve n itu Jlrn prJsrAmrrtc.
Thg legel :ninimu:r wrge w.ls incrersorl by I 'eie 

'l'Ort - try shcrt cfl the
JOla-riernsnded by thc ,.micns tc- ccnperrsate f cr the f r.Il in living stan_C:rc-ls. PIa.ns fcr the naticn.rlisaii:n Jf mejor moncp:Lics-iccked
alite- impresslve cn plpcr; thc pubric sect5r wrs s"t to ineiuae io,4cf aLL lndustria r lnvcstnent s, i currter cf thr; French inciustrlal_ iworkfcrce cnd 8O1.. cf the cr:.tpu[ cf rIl thc ,:icnrprlles, Th.rt prcvedtcc much f:r the bcsses, -rncl - ].Irtte rr.lnil sctn bub!:Ierl unrler ttrl pre_ssures end scre:rms frcrq thc b:rrrqe:isie. s:ne f lrl1s ilue fcr natlon:l-lsatlcn r,rere ab:uclcne.l t: the privrte sectcr; I uirLi:n sharholders
were . 

ge nerlusly conpensated; ,r.r?n.rgexncnts ,,,rer6 ieteilecl cr seLectcclin lihe with thc bcssesr crganisatlJn the CltrpF.
|tI1!1" ttg capibrlist structuies left Lrfiely int:,ct, ther; has beenlittle hcpe :f :chievin;: i'{itte rrudts e ieciicn ple6ges. UnJnrployment
has passed the 2 milLlcn rnark, lvhile gcvernnent- schemes h:ve ic irr
9le3!:!r.17tooo jcbs - far shcit rf tho lSorcoo p.r yc1r, qt a cost of
2U bilLion fr'',rr95.
The messive . nd steldy incrcase in unemplcyrnent hrs t:ken its tcIL ofsccial sccurity fu.trds. IINEI)IC, the blg5est r:nenpL:ymcnt benefit fund
has run rleep int: .ii:f icit. rlelsurcs t,i-stebil.ise cr :.eriuce this defi-cit rre typicrl cf att-lcks cn cldlm:nts in tsrlta in an,J elser^rherc
-_ reducticn cf payrlents, .L.rackdJ'wn cn trscrcunge?s , e tc.
The reducticn cf the r,rriking week tc 39 hcurs tcck llace :riicl mrsslveinilustriel unrest rnd wes forced thrcugh i-n many ceses by strit<c ac-tirn 3 but it h:s hardLy denteii r"rnemp l:yr:i,,.nt, tnC ll:lurry irys th.tt the
IegrL roducticn rr- thc n:rkin3 vleck t:35 h5urs r"iLL bc c:nsiCered
cnly in 1!B4l

gcvdrnnent f:r reny yelrs tr decr.ics.
etion cf the Mitterand grvernrnent in :lranee set the keyn)te
s resurgenee :f sccial ,-lemccrley, which hrs alsc seen the ous-a ncnetarlst governnent an,1 resttratj_cn cf scci.,rL ,,temocrrtic

Swed en.

i-r :r budget cief icit of 80 bitlicri f rancs, the l.4ltterr:nd gcv-
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The record cf class ccllabcraticn .rnci retrert frcm initlall-y
promiseO refcrms is a raiserable rep&titirn lf th. experiences cf the
britlsh hbcur ooveinr:nt ldith Labcu.i: gcYcrn'rents slnee 1954. Yet
Ititterrandrs is the first S:eiallst Perty gcvernment in Fmnce since
ffi;-irr1;i unO similarly 'rrebcrnrr Sccis.ti-st Pertics hrve ncw t:ken the
j"""""[""{oi- rt"g. 1n Spain &r]ri Greeee r^iith equally dlsmal- prcspects
3f f"if illing ev6n t hej-r rwn extrcnely lirriterl. electi:! pl-eclges..
To a large extent thc resurgencc'.cr rccent amergencg. rf sll'ppJrt tc
irr*r"-ni[rupt refcrrni.st :rginistaticns must be attrihuted to the fai]--
,"u cf revciutlcn?ry "rg=nisaticns 

tc rake subst:rrrtial inrcads lntr
fhe working class cf nuiicpo snd ccrnbat spcnt:neous rafcrmist crnseios-

""ir, Ariclher faetcr hcw}ver is thc; wanin13 ttisss supp:rt tcthe StaI-
ili;L partles, partlcularLy In Fralce and. Spalnr .3.s,t+crkers seek an

avenue't, "xpieis thej-r ,iehancis. Thc histcry an'i .lois erm.lrcsition cf
the scciaL dbrnccrstie parties vary encrmcuslyl Spainf s PS0E was

"i"i.",r1" only a few yba.rs ?.qc; P-crtugal-r s SP emerged frcm ec:n-,:lete
cbseurity fn i ra picl"develcp.rent :fter the faIL. cf faseist rule;
1n Fran.l uitt"*raidts SP rebeived a mlserable Lvtt of the vcte in the
1969 PresldentlaL eLe cticn; 1n Greeee, PAflOK is very Cifferent frcm
aLrocst rl-l- cthe:: sccial rlernccratle forlrs.ticns :lnd has ho histcry
either 1s ,. mqss party cr even es 1. part .cf the wcrkersr m:vcment,
dra r,ring a vit:l- part cf its sup;:rt frcm seeticns rf the bcurgeclsie.
In e-ach cese, h-cweve::, the hcstility of the r,rcrking cl-ass tc the
existing governrnent hes'been channelle,l successfuLl'r, by the scurge-
cis teade:is of the refcrn:ist parties. And cnly ?s and vrhen;ractical
experlence cf the necesslty :nd pcss l bility rf brelking frgn such
Ieaclerships is ccuple d with the eonstructirn cf' 1 clear pc1-1tleal"
alternaLive wilI substential secticns rf wcrkers m,lvc; beyrnd tha
present level of develcpment.
fhe eurrent Britlsh Labc',.r Pa rty cr'lsis sh*,ts that the mcst adv:need
secticns cf the workersr mcver:ent e:o re sprnd tc the be tr:lyals cf
sccial ciemccrrcy by seetring tc e sto bllsh lhc lcccuntabllity cf their
Ieaclership tc the mcvement lnd policie s whieh iuj-lL ch:rllenge rrther
than rei.nforce caplttlisrn" Yet the right iuing lerders realin '.icgged-
Iy ccm'litteri tc the same pclltics th:rt have prevlcusly slashed wcr-
kerst llving stanrlards and brought electcrgl eat'.istrcphe, r,'rhlle the
mgir:stream rrleftfi remej-ns bcggerl down in the quiek snnd cf Parlia-
mentarlsm, el-ectcrllism and neti:nalisr.'r, Thus the econcni.c str-'ategY
ncw advocated by thc Britlsh Labuur leadership embcdics all cf the
most rlisastrcus aspects :f thc WiIson,/CaIlal-ihan anrl the i,[ittr:rrand
experlenees, discar<ling even the pretence of a socialist apprcach.
Under the impact cf the eecncmie crisls, in which the uhcle pressu-re
of the cppitalist el-ass is tc'*:riis intensiflccl austerity jx pleee cf
even limited ref,:rms, the sceial demoerats ancl the :less CPs re fcr-
ced tc ehccse betrleen re flcrmse the sccial demccrats and the mass
CPs are fcreed tc ehc:se between a racilerl bre:rk frcm their estrbl-ished
pclitics and a turn tc the m?ss cf thc labc'ur rnrvement f,r .? turn to
the right in Line wlth the demands cf the ruling el-ass. In t,he
csse rf the main le:rr1ers, there is nc cr.cubt f,n thc cu.tccme cf that
choice.
But as'r,vlth the British labcur gcvernment s? sueh a rightryard turn
by the LcLd.ers by nc ineans slgnlfies'lut:m:tlc accept.rnee cf sueh
pclieles by rank:n,l file r,,lcrkers.. itruggles hqve already challen-
ged I'{itterrand rs f oct-ffragging rve r the shcrtcr w:rklng week and his
attempts t: hodl rlown w?ges. Frrrther sueh ecnfrcntaticns c?n be ex-
pected both against Mitterrand :nd his "ccnrrdesil cf the Seccnd
InternaLlrnel in gcvernment elsewhere"

I
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The task fcr Trctskyists bhcr',fcre remaius rne rf :rg:.n-tsiglg sncimobilising withln thc Lri-q.ss lirvcnent ,rl: i\: w:ri.,j-ri;: cliss - thc tr.rdeunlcns and tc fight for rur llrc,lritr:t,tc rf brrnsiti.:naI anrl demccraticdemandsr.?lil .figlrt.!: exprsc thc exj-sti:::; fc:rrer.sirips in thc ccllrsecf the f lqht to bullil an- altern:. ti,re.rndeed evcn in l^Jest Gerilanyr.phere i-prolcni1e,i perioci cf ,3pD rul-e hascjravrn tc '1 chaotic crcsem r^ritri tl,e lrcfir gcvernnent t:rklng Dver amlcjrlslng.unempl?ytsBflt anci eef,ncmle crisii,'''ii--;;";i.il th:t at leastthe initia I struggl-es tcwar4s : 1r:;LltieiI aftern'r[i.". r"" the wcrkers[..
"ill be fcr-rght ':u[ in anr] arcu*n.l thc sPD itself. it-is vital that incff eri-ng an rlternative prc.3rarrre -r.n,i .prsi,ective f cr thc stru:;g1-e,Trctskyists cir nct pri'ilatrretv l" ""tliiLiarry turn their'-ba;[;;;;;'exlsting mass crganisa.tions- cf ttrc r,.,rcrtiir,g tI;;;; .',rrrictr ::etains 1tsc)nservativt'; a!!aehment s even tc rll ,liscrecitcrl fcrmltirns untilexperlenee c'r,f irras the need fcr ? b::eak.

SRITAfiIi

In Briteln thg present crisls tr soclal derlocracy 1s partlcularlyacute. Alrecdy the mcst cvertly. prf,-capitalist anri qnti-gni;;-;Ag-
ment cf the Labc-Lr Prrty has spiit cff tc fcrm the Si)p and an:fit-?nce with the Liberals. But tith the remainder cf the i,iUJ'rr--p;;[ieivil wa r ccnti.nues. The witeh-hunting right rvlng jr tle trade d

unicn bureaueraey has jcined witi: parliiment:ry rnd Iccel governrrentearBerists anc'l tl:cse reacticnaries whc say their best chanee 3s a
Pulgg 9f the exlstlng Lab:ur Prrtyr to fcrm a.n unhcly alliance aimedinitlally agalnst the revrluticnai:y left but in cssence agalnst
$y ccnsistent fighters for Labcur ,lemocrxcy.
The baekgrcrrnd tc thls crisis is the aeute bccnomlc erisis facj-nsBritish_capitallsm - exacerbatccl- by th,; prcblems arising frcn 5*ye?rs cf Thatehcr gcVernment, The plight cf the ceoncmy is suchrtfrrt
n)ne cf the traditl:.,nal refcrmist remeddes c:r.rries theslightostcrddibillty as a scluticn to scarln6 r.utiJixpLcy:rcnt ?o,:l a rcccrd-
breaking slunp whleh h:s pernrnently clcscri large scetlons cf manu-facturing inclustry.
Ths,tcherts gcvcnnnent with its single-rnrndcd cJurse cf self-proclaimedIecunteP-rcvflution'r has prcverl an internaticna]- pace-setter-for thecapit:Iist cIass, proceedina resolutel-y tc irirplement a ncnetarist
strategy for the rest:retlcn cf pr:{ltrblI-ity-tc su:.viving sactcrs cf
inciustry by wag].ng 1n arr-cut war 3n jcbs, wsges and r,rcrking ecn-ditions, the publie services and the naticnalised inciustrlei.
Every item cf thc; Tory prcgranrle has been geared tr these cbJectives
frcm its initlal tax handcuts tc the rieh rnd pay rises tc the police
thrcugh tts whclesalc txin;: cf jcbs in stcer, BL and cth.r maj:i
na. ticnallsed industrics, tc the ilhlving cffr't :f vast)-y prr.flt:.ble
state-cr,,rned eorporatirns ccvering cil, telec:mmr:nice.ti:ns:rrd avl4,tlcn.

A longside the rl.ally wq.r cf attritlcn cn jcbs has run the Tcry
attacks cn the basie crganisablcn cf the wcrking cl:rss the trarie
union rncvenient. The Prior Act and ncw ttre Tebblt Act harre established
a new franierrcrk cf legislatl:n rrhich turns back tioe elock cf trarje
unicn rights tc thcse :)rGV?iling at the turn cf the century. 'rJhetle ror nct the fuII prcvisi:ns cf such l-egisl:ticn ar. implernented in
practiee at ?ny given mcnent rem-qins flfl ccursc 1 riatter rf tactical
jucigement cn the reediness cf the r"rcrkinq class tc reslst - as the
Summer ccnfrcntaticn over scli,lri"lty strike aeti:n alcngside the
heal-th wcrkers demcnstr:ated. But the ernplcyc;rs ncld hrve in Lh:ir
hands a formidable:rrray of anti-union laws whlch is the ncrc pctent
fcr the faet th:t it rests uilrn a prostrate anrl reacticnary TUC
Ieadership that has dcne nrthrng at :rlI tc resist the legislaticn
but everything in its.icwel't: prevent thr, rvcrking cL:ss crnfecntaticn
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wlth the Thatcher rjovernment. Ncu Tebbit is ,i,ebrtlng the next stops
1n tightening the leg,rl strritjr.eket rrcrr.n,i. thc unicns - prrbably in-
elucling inrves tr change the trrcle unirn i:cli.tieal IeSy t: ecntracting
in.
The impact bf this att:ck uof,n tira ucrking cl-ass as a whcle has been
traumatic. Reccrrl levels cf chr:nic rfl?ss unempLcment ecmbi-ned with
r6peated bl-atant be tra)z:Is by the TUC leg,lers have lncreasingly had
thc desired lmpact of demorallsing and wc:kening tho resistance
cn ldages:nC speed-upr'r.rhil-e those few stru.ggles that have cti.ll-enred
the slaughter cf jcbs in th, publie cr private seet:rs havc, ^ritith the
scle exceptitn cf the miners ancl the Llverpccl ,lcekers in 1981 , been
delibera.tely isclateci and scld cut by the unicn leeders.
With cver 4 million ncw out of wcrk, thc brunt cf misery a.nd pcverty
f alls uprn th,:rocst .:ppressed. Iayers cf s:elety - uilf,n black pecple,
l^/omen and ycuth. ulcmen have sufferecl the dcuble blcw cf the axing cf
public services: n:t cnly is it predcmingntly fema.Ie jcbs - l,;hether
fuII cr part-tlnre - whielr, hrve been scrapped, but lt is r,'rcmen in the
hcne rr,rhc have been fcreeci tc wcrk harder tc q:lkc up fcr the closure
cf public se rvices f or ih; care cf child,rene the olrj and the sick.
Wcaen lrcrkers have becn inthe vanguard brth of inlustrial resistucc
tc the T:ry offensive and thcpclitical strur;gLe tc transform the
pclit-ics and strueture cf the Lab:ur Party.
0n an internatixal level, Thatcherrs ccnrnltrlent to the politlcs cf
CoId Waf and thc reinfcreement of, imperlatist ccntrcl l:ai prcvided
a valuable Eurcpean aIIy to the aggressj-ve stance cf first Carter
and now Reagan, The Malvin:s war, thcug in rnany rcspects an exeep
tlon to the :'ieil't l-ine s cf p:ii tical ricvel-cirment, prcverl cnec a3rins
th:t British imperlal-imm hrs teeth :nrl the ability tc rleal heavy
bLcws agalrrst its enenies Jn a wcrkl scele.
But thls h:ls nrt roeant th:t the Th:rteher
government, any mtre th:ln 1ts Lab:rr q.nd Tcry predece"ssors, has been
able to re'sclve t,he prcbl-em cf lmpcslng pclltlc.rl strbifity Ln the
cccuplcd six ecu.nttes cf ldcrthern frr:Iand.
(ADD ,SECTIONS Oi'l DEI{I{A RKe ITr\LY, IRiIL.iiND)
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ancl 56

a sufficlent seale tc cause c:nslderable ccn e"r.n tc the ehief
tt,lI'mln8ef S.
Whil-e thc domestle US cppcsiticn tc Reagants plannecl },ff missile is an
extremely cJrlfused. nish-ma"sh cf ec:ncmle crltlclsm f ro,:r t he Democretsrrsomewhere el-se but nct herctta.ttitudes in the pcqsibte baso areas ?.rd
mcre gneuine anti-r,.r:rr agitation, the mlssive expansion of US nuelear
armaments based in Eurcpe the Pershing ani-l Crui-se ntigsrles t:rrgeted
cn the S:viet llnrcn has trlg,3ered a masslve cppcsltirn in thc wcrke
ersr movement and middle classes cf Eurcpe.
Despite the Tha tcher gcvernmcnt I s cons

TITF

-up cf nue e1r ?rn']rnen
r govei:nment has glven I neu
mcvement in the imperlrlist

ts by trc Pentag:n and by
im,tetus tc thc antl-war and
c:untrles - ? mcvernent ncu ln

istent barragr: :f Ccld W::r
d bythe C,rnpaign fcr Nuelear
rejecticn cf Crulse mlssiles
chase US Triclent nigsiles

anda I xfl cpinlcn pcll ccnni-ssi:ne
arnnet in Brltein has shcwn a 58ii
ii against Thatcher's plans t:-pur

wltir cppositicn the strcngest an:cngst the wcrnen .fld .ycuth. Huge
clemcnstraticns in Brltain anci thrcugh ,:ut thc destlnecl rbasetr courl-
tries cf Eurcpe r,,rhere the nlssiles ,,+iIl bE: si&c;d have in fact shcr,vn
:nly thc tip .:f. the iceberg cf mass cpprsiti:n: in Britain the 301000strcq8 prctest by wrmen et the Grcenharn Ccmrnon base uas the biggest
mcbilisaticn rf wcnenicr a rlee:de, :lnd has prcmptecl ccncern in tire
White l{:use.
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ti- " l,i3r:rcvemcnt, f:r:.rl thci,lp--r'iaList serrc stcriesistrrinfiltrati:n, renains fcr th; riost prrt <j.:mj_natect byst.pctty brurgecisie, anci in {encr?L :p_clsecl simr ply tc the
arlc_ 1^Iaspcnr)- cf it:rpe riarisn rathe r th?ii tc impe riaiism
hcugh_ thc potentlar tc rai-se f cr instancel thc questl:n oft violence in El servaclci. ll1' the six ccuntri.cs ir rrelanrl is
la!vo

hcudl eherish nc illusicns th:t tirc antl-tulr mcuement as abe wcn cver to rev:lutionlry pclitics the cLass ccmpssitioni-vlst r:yer is nct f avcurabre- tc any such attempt - hlarx-d reccgnise the inportlnee cf this inilss charrentlc bc theaeLirns of the inperiarists, shcur,l seeh ways and means to
anrl re:ch the be st secticns.cf thc ycuth anri adult r,rrcrkers
and arcunC these canpa.igns,

THE USA

Trctsky. in_the-pamphlet ttThrcuqh what st.:ge are tJe passj-ng,t ,ir+eLls lnthe ccntradietion bet',reen the pcliticrl bickr,.iardnes! cf th.e wcrtring
elass 1n thc advancer,l irnper ialist ccanfin., :f 3rlta.in, ccnparod tc
the explcslvt: deveLcpmcnt c-f rcv:1,-rtlJn,lry eonscicusness in back.*erd,lussia. l^lhiIe Britlsh wcrkers remaine,C sa,jrilerl with bcurqe cis re-fcrmlst leadcrs anC the trappi4gs cf Chureh, eri.stc erac-y rnd mcn-
3.rchy, the Ru.sslan l+crkers by 1912 ]ntr1. tcpr:icd these instltuti.:ns.
The British r,ucrkers t mcvenent hes s LiLl- f 'r.il-e,J tc hre"rk thrcrreh these
cbst:cl-cs tc j.ts .levelcprnent: br-r-t in tcC.ayrs USA, Lcckeri ln thc vj_ee
cf I recession -which has s1,1shc,:1 cutput by 11"Lrf end sent unemplcy-
rndnt r:chetlng rvcr the 1A% n=.rk f :r the iirst tinri: since the i q3bs,
the pclitlctl ;rara,.lcx is equ:lLy r cute. fn the mcst ..drraneed and
pcwerful eapitallst neticn.ln carth, thc prict:lriat re:aains aLmcst
ecmpletely bound pcLitically tc the t,,.;in larties of tne bcurgecisie,
with nrt even the shcrt tsrm p:'cspeet cf .l rr,f crmlst m:1ss party
beseel upon thc tracl.e unj.cns.
Facecl with a ehoice between thc Hepuhllean hreedledee Party anci the
Demccratie Tweedledums, Aneric:n vcters in }icvcilber handed out what
:mcunted tr r. gcsture cf n: ecnf lcience in blth - but lrere cffered
no sericus altcrnr.tives. The luteliile w?s that leac"ling Dernccrat
Tip 0tiieill fcrecast l turn tr irf,re r?bi-p:rtlsen pcliciest'. The
Deilccr:Ls, even :f fered the sitting target cf 3.ea54anrs catastrcphie
eccncmie pcllcj-es, f:ril-ed tc secre 3ny dra:ia;ic succcsscs j-n thc
p,:lLs. Vcte rs (IargcIy ir'-rwn frcm thr-; nidrl le cllsses, since
numbers c.f workers, :r Lienated b;r the twln p:rrties :f big business,
are n:t even regi-stercd tc vcte) r^iere plainly unc:nvinccil thrt the
Demccrats had ?ny elternaLive tc ttR,:ailan:nicsrro
Reagen nay now havc t: tr
pcllcies thrcugh Conqress
in p:rtieular cculd fall
evi-dent :nd tcttL rlisari'a
wcunil up suppcrtin.; llcst
e Iecticns shcrierl neiLhe r
tlst pcllcies (chvicusly
the Presidenti:lI race) n3
leaves thc Demcerats stil
chall-engc fcr the candida
t cl- I cf j:b s :.nd wc If r::e

i#c

an even bigge r quaniry.
Laeking ?ny indel:endent party tr reprcsent their interests, the'r
up against e trade ,.rnicn Leadcrshlp largely tic{ tc the ccat-t:"il
oi t[e Demccretic P:rty ancl resrlute Iy cp-1353:] tc tire brrilrling rf
a Labcur Plrty.

iu his sails sciicwhat in crcler tc gct hls
. Sci:le :rspeets cf his v3st arrns prJqramm
vietiia tc this, But he can count upcn th
y cf thc Dern:crats" ruhc h:l.ve in eny case
cf P,ceqanrs ccntrcvcrsial p;lleies. The
e suin6 tc Kenne.ly-style Itlibereltr c:pitr,
e. ma jcr f .lctcr in Henne lyrs withar?wel f r
r tcvrarr-ls risht r,.;ing ernservatism" Thls
I l:.cklng ilnv pla.trsible ecntra I f i,qure tc
cI" But 1r.; ".eaganoraies ccnti-lr:es tc teke
se ,:vlce s, the Ancrrcen wcrking elr.ss f aee
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Even the oustlng cf United l,linc 'v'lcrkers le:l lcr '9am Church anci the
eleetion cf an . cppf,sitlcn slr.te heirl,ic.:,i bJ, Richard Ti'umka cffers
Ilttle in the way:f e. pcliticrl breektirrrui{h in the unlcns. Tr-
umka, a treincd llwyer, certainly ran cn 1 platform cf opoc.sitlcn to
tttak6away ccntraetstr and milltent ,.1em.lnds. But 'rs 3 stauneh defen-
der cf prctecticnismr 3s a Iqarler whc bases his mllitent deman,ls on
the current prcfitabillty cf the ccal inlustry rather than the neeCs
cf the mlners, and ccmrnltted as he is tc c)ntinue thc Ul'trIfl,f rs tradi-
t1:naI support tc Demccratle an'l lepubllcan erndidates, ihere is
Ilttte tc sug3est that Trumka ivlll provid'e any more effective a pcl-
itical leadershlp than the Clscrell1ted Sam Chur eh.
The fact that the miners heve custeci a w:i:etehed g.nd splneless bureau-
erat, anci in dcing so flexcd their trarle unicn muscles nust hcwevcr
enecurage mllitrnts in the e:aI rnrl cther lnlustrles. But the laclt
of 3ny serious pclltical altcrn'ltive remains thc key :bstaele tt
deve Icpment.
Only a thcrcughgcing break frcm the eapitallst partles and thelr
pclicles ean cffer -a means tc ehannel the demlncls cf the Amerie:ln
worklng elass - anrl in partlculr.r the blaeks, unemployerl and wcnen
'vrcrkers r,lhc h'lvc sufferetl mcst a.t the hln.ls cf thc t',rc crpita.Iist
parties in reeent ye3rs.
tfr:-s 1s why the,lemand fcr the tra.le unicn movement tc m:lqe thls break
and struggle r,rithln every campal3n:f the explcltc'1 and oppressed
for them to break pcliticaLLy fr:m the hcsse,s' parties qnd fight frr
a Labcur Party is nct a mere prcpaeand: pcint, but irtust be centrrl-
tc the wcrk cf l,larxists in the USA,

THE DE!'ORMED 
"{0IKERS' 
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Developments j-tr the Strlinlst states, alw:ys cvcrshadcwed by the
Scvlet- bureaucr:iey, uiIL ncw be inf luence,J by the ernscli,.l:r.ticn of
the new reglme ln the f'rernlln fclloruing the rie;rth cf Brezhnev and
tire 3.ecessicn cf Anrlropcvo The speerl rLilth which the AnCrcpov h:s
mcved tc place his st'imp up3n thc Prrty..Ieedership lncllcqtes hls
,leterminaiicn inri thnt :i tirc whcle hureaueracy - tc c':nsure th'tt
there is nc peric,l cf confuslcn cr uncertalnty in the un:ccustcmed
nusiness cf tfre transfer :f pcw.rr" It r"LsJ eppears thrt :1 l-imited
clear-cut cf Brezhnevts ercnics :nr.r suppcrters is unrleru?)' ?s the
'rnew brcmmtt frcn the KGB brings in his ehosen :rilies.
Tc be cert rln of [1s pcsiti rn-An,]ropcv nust n:t cnly plck ^the Pc-
Lltburc with sufficieiit suppcrters,-he nust win and lrclri f ricn'.1s
in the armed forees by ech3ing Brezhnevts recent prcmise thet the
S;nerrf s shall have the bcst equlprrelt th'.t nncney-ca+ bgy: This ncw
A;t ;ull ,rern agreeing tc prcrluce I Scviet-equivalent cf Reeganrs
i"lX missiles. T5,i c this, Airclrcpcv nust ecnf rcnt thc huge iinlgs rlYPd
econcmle crisls bertueattie,c tc irim b.v Brezhnev - prcirlerns bcth wlthin
the US.{Ii 1tr"t-i :.nr-l., perhrps wcrse, elgo rrmi:'ut- in. the bu-reacratlsecl
eeincmies cf fasteri, itrr""pb, r,rhcse'ccmbineri. Lxter:naL 'lebts ncw tctal
figo biLrlon.
There is nc prospect in this situatj-cn :f the burererrts belng able
ij-mat<e signitlcint eecnci'olc e)neessicns tc thc tucrkf.g glasses cf
the Strlinisf, :;tetes; stiLl less :f the sliihtest p-e'Lili-gat cf,rrc€s-
sicns by:. bureauerilcy uhich h:s secn in l):lanrl n furtlrer GxlmJle

"f [fr" ir"ys in whleh ietreets in the f aee cf mrss irrgssure endanger
the very -bureeueratlc pcrder antl prirrlleqe their tctrlltarlan re-
glmes exist tr Protect.
But whlle the Ki:emlin leadershiP
real enemies - the intern'rtlcneL
eble that AndrcPov wiIL seize thr:

rollL rilekc nJ c3nce':sicns tc its
p,')It,tlriT t - it is ouite e:n':eiv-
.>cc-sitn cf 1 trlrisfer cf PctJcr
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tc readjust relaticns r.rith toe I'-rerlinrs Chinese rivals - ?n.l even
(thcugh Less likeIy beeasse of the US strnee) tne ilS imperirlists.

An aeecnmcrletlrn with tire PeLrin,l St r Linists r.rculd malte exceII-
ent sense fcr ..rndrcpcv if it eculd be lcecrnplished. The main issues
in ccntenticn arc themselves na jcr llabilltles tc the Krai:olin; in
particular the border riispute rrrlth Chine tles dcwn 4" Scvlet "army cf
iOOTOCO men plus valu,:.ble arms snri equl;ment; but Chinese support^-
ior'the Af3han 4ueri-Ilas is tlso tying,lcwn'1n cceupying srmy cf 80-
10OrO00 Scviet trccps 1n an app"rrcntly unwinnable w?r. .,\ settlement
cf these lssues coulcl cnly be 5f beneflt tc the Firemlin both mil-lt:ir-
lly rnd flnancialll', ove.r and abcve the .:olltiell galns. cf neutrell-
slng a pctentla). Peklng/i{ashingtcn allience.
Yet"both bureeueraeies are llliely tc heep 3pen their cpticns fcr bi-
I.ateral wheeling anrl cieaLlng r^riLh thc US warmcngers, glven &ny hint
tha.t eccncmic benefits ean be sccured. The Chinese Leaders, beglnn-
ing tc experienee solnc cf the ccntraclieticns and r.lj-sa'ivantages cf ex-
panefug their trade llnks and indebte:lness tc the l'lest et a time of
worlrlrrllrie recessicn, plalnly alsc have mueh t: grln by tu::ning to-
wlrds the Scviet eelncmy fcr el-ternetlve 'neans cf suppcrt.

CEINA

Six years after the Ceath of [,hc the Chinese
gress. Tn thcse slx years the Grn; cf 4 has
anri r,IL key rcnmant lt:.cists in the Politburc
Last tc gc tr1s M:cts ha.r:d-pickecL suceesscr IIu
Earlier publicity emph:.sise'l th:t tirc Ccngres
party Leadershlp by retirlng vetcr'lns, pcint
mcdernise Chln:. :nii repudi:te )nce :nd f cr aI

CP hclr lts 12th Con-
be cn c:.rs te,l ircm pouer
have bei:n re.nove,j. The
a liuof en 4 .: r,lcr:lC re luvenr.te tire
tc poliey ch::nges tc
I the lvhcist exeo;qses

of the past 2J yezrs,
,\s fcr !olicy prcnouncements, the Ccn3ress in fact riiri little mrre
than ccnfirm- recent ,leej-sicn! sueh 3s enccr.rra,:ling pea.sants t: enrich
themselves and stimulrting ee oncmic ,3rcr.rth in light iniustrles by
methc<is j-nclurling lnvestnent -flrcm overse?.s, iind rt the en,l cf the
Ccngress, scmo picmlnent n ye?r-cIis, far frcm retiringr_came-?l!o
the newljr-ereati:a ,rdvrscry Cbuncil-. Deng iras replace,l cnly pcLiti-
cal oppcnents like Hua anii the genuine Iy senile, lorl kcpt him-qe If
and cther equally oL,l cc-thinkers cn the /-strcng pclitburc standing
ccnrmittee'ud 25-strong Pclitburc"
AII this indicates thet the purge cf cppositicnists is nct yet rvorr
Indeerl the Ccnqress .leclded tirat aIl party cadres wiII be rrre-regis-
teredrr shcrt)-y. The 39 millicn strong CCP is swcllen vrith petty
bureaucrats used tc deeacles cf ccrrupticn and privileiie; the Cul"-
tural Itevclution geve 4 ycunger generltion cf eareerists the chance
tc cust older . carlresr but mcst cf these cLd rrerpitalist re adcrsrl
have been restored.
What both groups have lnccmmon is graft and lnecmpetence, with no
lnteres't in radslng productivlty throuqh nncderntrsaticn. The tcp
Ieaders hrve triecl tc reetlfv this - bu.t rcfcrmi:'g the Party from
the top while stamplng cut dissent cutslde cf the Party has prcved
to be ? nelr lmpossibl-e task"
WhlLe they hcve imprlscned dczens cf demccntlc novement . activists
and removed i{ua & cther remei-ning cpprslticnlsts frcm the tcp rnnks
of the Party, they cannct reverse the irretrievrble lcss rf the pres-
tige :nd ecnfidenee thrt the CCP hqd in the early 1 950s.
The seeds:f di-ssent and disrffectlcn hrve lcnq been scwn and thettwllrl III .ies :.nd pclscnous weeds[ cf pclitical revclutlon agrinst the
bureaueraey wilL grcw & fLcurish in time. fn tiris strugrle tc erme,
the constructicn cf ? ccnsej-cus revcluticnary Iea{ershiu, equipped
with the programme cf pclltlcal revcluticn, wlLI be essentj-al-.
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2. TfrE CURRHTf NE.CBSSIOIY

The cur:'ent rsccssiot: staffi*d.eerly in l$79, in the
US. Mary prevlour trendc have conti:rued eni
*ha,rpe**dr for ;rxmpit-, hetween I?79 anrt lS82
steel c$ncrrrnpii** hsr, decllned 30-ryn in fhe US,
16% in thr: IiEC, snd !0% in.lepau.

il*l it ::r siso dlff'*ient ficr* the i974 5 recessio$
in snrne impartant ways. The ec{}rtc}rnlc dowftturn
in tl':r a.Jv,rnced ca*italist ccuntries has been
shallor,r*r {so far, st leas?}, but muc!: longer-
ierting. h !975 rhe adv*:rcsd cepitallst ststes --
eruclaily thc tj5 -- used 'rclirtiortry' policles tc
inrce r quick thorrgh tirnrtcd recnve!y {in Britaln
so limil;rJ us Lc.ire harely noti*eabie). ?hls time
thr *apltalirr stat*s sfll remived lu 'Jr{e6t lt cut'.

Al*o, this crisir, r"vhile uripnctlrrg in the
ed'iaflced rephelist e<;*niries. hrs hlt t5e '$outh'
and the 'Eest' r*trch more then f 974-5.

3. SlYeATXlttf 5'I $U'tr *t(}fiETAnffiM

On one level firofietsrism is afl ecsttonlir theory.
But $his qua*k idectcgy has beccrne the new
reiigion cf the trc*rgetinie f(rr re&s$fili rvhich ere
far irom theoretrcsl. lt is the rationalt: for rutr,
use q:f mass unemplavrrent, rr:ei union.b*shing.

I* princlple the cepitrlist ntates hsve cnr:lther
optiern: thst of 'rcfitticn', nr latt.er-dxy iHe'rr"I}l:al-
ism. Brrt thir !e not a very likelv *Ftir,rn at present,
fur'/aritlus rcasofts.

In conditinns of s{agnation iihe the presenti the
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Thls growth har had sorce effect ort tfle bdence
of the world ecotl.ifiiy: Btszil. for cxamplc, is now
a sedilur exForter of rnrnufactured goads to the
US, snd n bigger steei pn:Cucer tharr the UI(. h
hae had rnrire drunrstic effects an the internel
srruciure of tlre cnuntfies. c.oncerned, wlth a rapld

, g;owth of the urban working clars"
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l'hris scri;r! upheaval lras elreedy cnn*ibutrrJ tc
polltirrri ..rpheavals ln Spaln, lran-and Turkey. In
Cenuul Alnerica, too, part of the trac!:.qr,tr*nd ta
the present .struggles.w_as the beg:i-irrirrgs of
industrialisation tn the '60r anrt '70s.-E.,en l?lore
expiorive consequences of the s,,":lnl uilhrer-als
cstt be erperted in ccuilil'g !/eor$, as rnnnvof ttrcse
fast-growing countries l;ave been drawii iriutallv
and dresticslly iniu ti:e carrld ree*ssion.

Anotlier politiCally e,( j,.r.t'e ecsn,rinic irend i
cf e diiirrrrit sort Far tut.li :lre staanation or i
act*a! d:: "ri':t, over a lor.'g ;:srirrd. rri national i
incolri* pr,' ;rertl in rnary si i;;e x,orld's porlfest I
flrrrnlri::. 'ihis trcnd is matl;: wctse by the crrrrcnt trecrssion. t
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3
punult of ruch pollcler by e elngle advarrrcd crpi-
tellrt stote ls lilely to prud*ru an lnrugh uf
lmports, e rrlgir ln the balancc of prymcnti, sod
rlslng lntlatlun. Thst is pi'eci:.lly what har hap-
pened ln Frmce, where the Mlcerand gwern-
ment carre to ps$et ln May llEl commlttad to a
reflationlst itr8teto,,

Frffice'l curtctt-t rcctlrlnt deficlt ln thc flrrt
three qusrters tif 1982 was $t0 bli[on, ovcr double
the i4.E biliion chrthed up tor the whole of l9El.
Ite inf,rtlon rate ls l{}.24/a, hlgher than tny other
major odvanced caplaiist cconomy erccpt ltaly.

The Mltterrrnd government hcs rbandoned ltt
refarmist ptomlser, rhlftlry to more otthodor
monetorist-t!'pe poltcies. It hrs Impored some
trede r$trktlons - lilc chsonilllng ell Japenece
vldeotape rcofider lmpork thmugh a tiny lniand
eustomr post - but such pro.tectlotilnt rrov€g
have gfrve limlts. for lf tnuldplied on all rldeg
they could devastrte nutld ffrrle and turn the
crlsls into r Grest l),epresslon.

Hypotheticatly, an agreement by all the advan"
ced cepitallrt states to reflele sitnuftaneously,
with priruisos to deai with b$lance-of-payments irr
erchrnge-ratc problenrs iit the pfocesr, r:ouid
worl tthough almost crrtalniy it wculd go with
setious state c$ntrols ofl the Gcenorily, inciuding
on wrBcs). Such an rgrc€nrent is, however, ir: the
present situstion uf rlsing intet+cpitriirf tencions
ard acute domegttc ptoblents ort cll ddes.
ertremely unlikely.

The US probebly cautd u*d,:rtrhc s reflstlan-
ist pokcy wlthout running into the same prublcms
as France. It is lers depeudent crr trade (,rhich
accouuts for only about 10il/o of itn inmme/outp{t,
as agalnst over 209o for West Europeen mun"
tries). lt hrs far gttater strength and *efuht.

So?ne lmportant cepitalist vrrices rre belng
rrised in the US for a reflsdoni.st/protccthnist
pollcy. But, aside from the generel protrlems of
protectlonllm, such I cource would run llrto pmb-
lems beceuse of the role of the U$ doll*r rs ihe
besic curency of world trede.

'Reflation' in 1975-9 produred groni-h ln the
US - nnd als{, u virtuel doublirrri tf US llcuid
iiabllitie.s atrroari. As Anthony FIafrs cornmerited
in the Financ'lat Timer, "Ercessive US credit

i,iff"lililll: 
in shcrt, wsi csustns world'wide

It also caused r deterioration of the positlon of
the dollrr, and eventually a run on t}i dollsr in
fupternher-Octotrer 1978. Slnce 1979 the tiS has
turned r.u 'iigirt money' pollcie,q; lt hrc graduelly
tudressed the fxraltlon of the dollar, end ''The Fed
has thur dlsinflrted the whole v*orld".

Ercbrnfo rrtar U$ ddtrr rgr&ld Deotdunr*
1977 averagc 2.J? DM
1978 rvcrage 2.01 DM
l9?9 averrge t.E3 DM

l9ii0 aversge 1.82 DM
l9tst rveru&e 1.?6IlM
t9E2 Novembet 256 DM rPPror.

The t974-$ crlctrs htt the South rnd tltc Eart relr.
dvrly lltde.

*:rl0DPfrorth' 1973"5 1eE1-2
cEtlmste

OECD (rdv.cao. shtee) 0.3 .. 0,7
LDCs ('sorthtl - {.8 X.5
NICg ('ncw !ylndus.') 4.9 ,.6
Co*lecon -<.6 3.?
(AIl llguter Yo pr yeet, Ihe estlmcter for l9E1'2* ftcin the r*m*ncld Tlmcs - lmE lllc being
overeetimster!.

I'he present recearion hts woru*ned the prr;l-
tion of the wrild's rooref <runtder ln *orldtreci+,
thrrrwrr sev*trl of them lnto cedous foreign debt
crises, end frccd thcm wlth serious thretts
thmugh the gmvth ef protrctloni*m"

5. Tm.[E]EAr{D ilgETS

The ruslsttled elurrrp in the advfficed crpitell:t
ccurtrles has hlt hatd rt the crpttt mruletc of the
'Soutlr' end'Ergt'. Commoditv Drlees were dowri
l49r iri ultrller t.:rmg betrreen 0ctober 196l cnc
Octobet 198?.

Thls * together rvith the rire in lnterest rttst
and the stren4thctring of the dollst - has led
seve*l ccuntries intr: cricis wlth forelgn debt.

In th* tr970a tirire vr:gs a mlml'/c itpanalon ot
lending tn cnuntries of the 'Bast' tnd 'South',
g:urlicxicrly t* thq: arore industfiellsed couatdec in
l.atln America. T"nc ptoportkrn of lendlng donc by
hrnhs (as opposed to Sovernmcntr and lntefire:
tionel agenciesl also ingctsed - ftom 20% in
1974 to 3670 in tQE0 for all the 'Thlrd rfforld', ard
fmm 2i o/o to 567o fhr latln Arnedca.

ln the earller '?0s. the fact thet moriey wal otr
ct'fer ft'om the barrks btcause of the 'recycled'
OPEC oil surpluses, and the ropid gtowth of tlte
borrowing countries, seemed to doveteil nettly.
But ln recent yenrs the borrowing har been more
and nrore to finance pmblems, not to finsnce
exparsion, Shon-terru debt (lcans for lcss then a
yeer) wrs nerrl;l 40Yo of totel Third l{orld debt to
trerls hv l98l . as gcsinst less than 25?o tn 1978.'ltr bd ln debt is*not rrecessarily to lra.re prcb-
letils. ln t*rc"rs cf ret lir*trillties to benhs Japan is
the third biggest debtot eountry ln the norld.
Foreign debis ere currently a factor ol'crisir for
r:.ttt't*h ,;oglrtries Of the 'Sor.rth' ,il,,i 'EA$t' WhlCh
uiy,t,.ri,' *ann{rrt rnske the pu,;l.i.rits due, ond

(}utrtrBdtdG datll {trtrd
to lnternitlotr*l bctrho'
t.rrd"rEdrl

E*nIr' hrilrnrthr*l lrdng'
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th€rofrrB r*,4 iorcsd to Hwt tJre bsrleru' coa*i-
Uonr iot rv'rchcduling, end for I icw dvrlced'countrla rfildr trt boinf fctcsd leto aurtcrlty:
mlisler in e larr rbruPt mtanet.' Ftrrrucr compllcd 6v thc Bffit of lntereldonrl
S*tt-smcrtr ghre r pint* pirturt of ths ntdd

'Oettotrrtodit6r dteitton. I{ murt bc bome lt
mlnd thrt thtrs fisurcr covet unly debtr to blntg,
rnd nrotcovot ofrv debt* to brnh lrr thc tslS
rcootttnp lter (whlch eorycrs 14 mrjot rdvrottd
cr-st{rttricountricrl. Tlre flIurer are fot d ltebl'
ittici of thc eountrbr (i.c. Iot $stcts mlaur ltrbl"
It$cc ln tlrorc countder of thc brnhr)' -qlcteu
t[ore tn ttrc Srrphr rbov* rre frr Utrr lt*billtlcr.

frf,abr cr&ttr ruddrtee sffitn rcmaU;,
to BIs&Ett, Jrnlt 19tr

h&torl
$wttzultnd
US
Ku*dt, UAE' tioudi Anbh'
Hbyr
UK
Ncthetlradr

Dob0mr

Othcr ldvmced couatrlea
(of whtch ovct hdf rccounted for
ty Jrprn, lYest CrermrnY, rnd
Btence)
LrflnAmcdce
lof whlch illS.9bllltotr Eccouilt'
iO m,r av Ar8entlnr, Bnzll rnrl
Mexlco)
ErrtcffiEuropt
Ofhhorc brnkinr ecnrar
Aurtrlh /New *rtrnd/ $oufh
Aftler
Ncn-oil ltstcs ifi Aftier amd
Aste

f6rhr &Mot ouat|crl Junc 1901t nt* dsbd rr
e*Lnalodnffidumam

,Ecurdor 30%
Madcro S%
A[cndnr a$.8;!outh-Kpn* 484*----'S.rltthdd ifr%

iBrffif- - '2I%
'Bchlum/Lurcmburj 19%
lDed-mtrh 15tb
Isoutt Afrlca 15%

G. ff0{!Bm*.}:ti[S*!

Tfu ihilst wotld wry 2 wortd tredc rfrcm, bercd
;i-dfu eurotute doalnancc of the US, tht dollrt
rr tgle latetrratbarl currgtrlt, rod ttrad crshrn'
E nice. brote doqrn h the lltc 'ffir Ot rrthct.
ihc rtilcrr thrt mrlmdned tt cnrmbkd.

Ttre emouut of dsbt la tho sstld b rutb Srcst-
cr (nd oulv tn rbroiuta *lae, but t$ ndr$clf, to ptu'
dus'tlon urd ireorne) thra rt eny sgh"r firom€at h
thc htrtory af t:npk*lirm. Thq* i6 uo -glul$ffitoc
aralmt thi surle ttructsrG of ctcdtt ellrprkg is
ri lnternorhna! Otert Cr*eh. The Eecrcrrln
me cf,rlie out lt llh* thlc: :

'iBut if 'Ercr:!, Medce rnd $eutb Eorcr 3tl dG'
sid*d tn the *ome yeer not to I,3I btct thatt loruu
to weat#t br.ahr ie n* ttidty lreonctilrrblc
Ji,entiitlen lOof" oi thr c*lhd rnd rcrcrvor of
lm"rt*a;i rtltc blmsct brib woul6 bc wtfcd
eut. ttev r.'ou!d 66 techntesllv burt aad thrt
wou!+ irf *e cnd ul' tne luttrisCdfial imilct&t
cYet*rr. u it lr nory lao*n"-'Even 

wlthcut ruch a dlsme,,thc krtsmrthnd
flsarclei rvrtam ctr''rid erstly'bc rutaed il rcme
akaetcr ofrnoth*r i* the U$ Ied tc r rua ot the
dotiCi sutHclsntlv rurtelnad thrt uo'onc rrould
arrr lorEer eccolri ucllerr rr atanng- gl prymGllt 

"

?rem"endcuc iffiattnts of tngonutt, lnd *l!l erE
acoiovcd bv thc or{,r&tcf* ef wn*t b, eftct ltl, a
Jait,titi+nliO rur,C'Itait.ls ;ystcm, to rv+id auch
eaiafirmhea. For thc conrequencGr co*ld be cvea
nrors ,J6oc+"stirig lhrt thosc c'f tAa collapae of
wo*a *rae ia tiie t93!$. Tbcn, tho wotld rpllt
uo iato trsdlns biacn, elch be.rod cn r p*rtlcuiar
cunency rnd iuuelly tn a wlonhilsafttl'culouis!
em*ira. Ho ruch hiir *outtl erdly GnrGrSs tdey.
ttri worid '*vautd irc tcda+cd to Sllrterd ttadtng
arrasgetr.ctts.

'lftJtnercerir* drift to*rrdr prote{:ttodrm is to
ae iipcetee, glfan thc dcp+Jt s{ rcccrdoo (uihich'
cf cgdtre, the prstcctlonlrm ln turn meker wo'rsc)
iad-ttri Lecey ot thc mmdttlom whlch glbtred
wort*, tred" to erpr-td ro r*pidly i+ thu '50r rnd
;sh. til cetorthptri" nrturc- of lhe pordblo
rceutte of eroteertoalar.r erpldn why the drffi
towrrdr it hls been to tautrrlncd: 

ntc icc*nt rntnistsrisl eonfetqre sf GATT s&r
onlv rb're to si,rid dcsdSoch by iraralag E$ efinpty
rnti rnrblguotle i:rlmmt:rllqtre. Even lf new tartlfc
ena imoori r'ontroi6 ere aoi yet bclng eregted on a
,I*iil-icnl*. erteths rnertrlitionr uc beitg tight'
Ensc, and dirgu'.sed-ftffi1c of pratectloairm llke
oomsetitlve Ecvduatlcnr end blzrro cultoms
regdtaticns gccm to be growlng.

.Arrentlrr* i* ramcthl$g of r rredd urc. Aprrt
ftorna ndnl-brcm ln l9)9, lrtlosrl hcocno her
b6cil ,tislrnt or litiilae ;lrarp 1977, rnd hrr dc':
cllced C,rimrtieaily !n tqBi end 1ffi.

?. pnofEcno!{trM "l!ilr IBE rrOIEng
ex,ass

Ttrc mslor [rrot€ctt{onlEt demrqds lrrd countct"
dentrndt arc tha follo*;lngl- ftt; &?tv'hdg6dtee ffiffi8 of tho Far
Eert and Lit'n nrr'erice ptctcrt agelnst the cutr-
.tantt" ilttrtenln* restdr:tiom plrccd on thch
liiii.ie bithe arlianced countrles. ln ruturn tlcy
isrl-difininua fmm thc rdvrnccd countder thrt
iiiey CUm*ntls the cftea hlghly protdctlonltt lyt'

il3?.2 billloa
121,2

ffo.E
53.6
'lfi,1

t77,r

LXA.7

42.3
19.7

23.2

20.4

-.*\-_\

Mcricn rnd Btszll, ln prfilcul.r, fac= mtioul
drrnrnc to thctr ecolomlcs end to the livlog stan'
drdr-of their rcoole ra e rcsult of their debt
ertrlr. Merico f,rs to ply i3S mlllion h lntGrcd
crch drv - the orice df one cheap meal r dsy fot
cvery elilzen of iflerlco. Thepl.lg{ o! th-e Brrzillm
novc-rnment to iltlcfv the I[dF lncludc r cut in
fmrorte overall by l1%, aad ln iimporu for the
rtitc rcctor (1.e.- gcnenlly the moit dyrsrllic
lnduaHar) by 33%. lt ir unllkaly tc be cblc to
echlevo cuth 

-dtrstic 
cut*, but *vcn s gerloul effolt-

wlll have devsstating cffectr on tht wnrters in
Bmall's drcrdy hoid-hit lndu trles. To Lrtlo

I Americe the curent receloioa ha3 come xrme-
*r *hrt later thsn to the US rnd We*tern Eumpe,

but mure sharply.
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temc thst thcy have cstrbllshed to p€rnlt their
lnfent lndustrler to develop.

Jrorn fecrs cotrst&nt demarrds from the US and
the EEC to rcstrict its expurts. Its usuel rrspoflse
ls to male voluntry a8reements fot such regtric-
tlons, and then to breat them. The US and the
EEC also complain about the network *f mlnor
restrictlons which rnahes lt extremely difficult fot
them to estsblish seles in Jspan.

The govemmcnt of ib USA faces strong lntern-
rl dernends fior pmtectlon fot dra:tfeally cisls-hlt
Bcctoft lihe steel, cars and agilcultrre. It has rcc-
ently concluded nn agteernent to llmlt EEC steel
erpofis to the US. Currently it ls engeged ln heat-
ed-ncgotiations wlth the EEC ovet $ade ln farm
products, and thre*tenhrg to flc.cd the *orld
msrket by dumping lts rurpltses. (The US and the
EEC are by far the world-s biggest agricultural
erpofters, occnunting rcspeetivcly far 1*'76 and
l?Vi of totat wortd ex6trts. The figwes ere for
1980, rnd fcr the EEC without Grce**).

Thc EEC is by frr the biggest force in .rotld
tr*de, Zt/t timer bigger than the US' 'l tlrnes big-
ger thrn the big Middle East oil expofters eont'
bined, and {Ya tirnes blgger than Japen. Itrternnl'
ly lt is a customs urion -- tliet is, all grods having
entered one EEC coilntry &re fltrn, or at lesst
should be, free to pass through the EF.C. Efiern'
slty it is htghty proter.tiorli$t in egrlculturoi pro'
ducts erd othet ltens llte textiles.

It ls incrca"qing those protectionist res''nristions
and ft3htlng the trade 'cold rvgts' witlt the U$
mentioned atrove" Informa! trede berriets inside
the EEC seem elso to be incrcesing. Examplw of
sueh bnrriers are the fact ttrst a }utch lor.T driver
murt get 300 starnps on his do,cuments to trriug a
load of Ed4rta cheese lnto Frence, &nd that Dutch
beer cannot be scld in \{est Germrny hecru*e it
fails to comply with brewing reguiatlons deting
bsck to 1516.

I"ogicaliy the altern*iives posed t* the h,EC- by
the lncteasing pre$sures towards ptotectionis:tl
sre to fiy apart or to lntegtate fuiiy. So t'ar it hm
muddled along making small stepr first in ont
direction. then in the otherr today the Eutupcar
Mcnetary Systerr antl qlirer"l electltns to the EEC
Padiament, tomomow {t ws over the budget mn'
trlbutions.

Such developnrerfF contjrm thtt rhe netioncl
frontlers Ere &tl outtlsted obetarle io ihe develop'
ment of the prrductive forecs. The bureaucracies
of the lsbour rnoveffiefit, hotvevef , drawing their
privileges ftcm the committee rooms ancl the
p&tfonage of the fietiori rt&tcjri, &re more blittdll'
domlneted by the capitalist competition of :ratioti
statcs thm rre the capitalists themscl,rrrs' In
meny countries they are at the fatetront of pro-
tectionist dernands.

In truth. however, no serious sociel pr*6ress is
posslblc, alnrost hoile uf the mrajor prescnt'dn-v.
problems can be solved, withia the t'rarnewtrr[ ':f
single ctates such as those of present-day Eur+pe.
Thii fect should not, of course, Lre used as grouncl
fot postponing any revolutionery strrggle $ntil
simultaneous lnternational sction is possihlc" Sut
the risirig protectionist ptes$ure calis fi:* n'orking
class poliiical counter-offe nsives arnu;ttl such
policies as t Sotislist United Stetes of Ettmpe anri
a massive transfer of resr>urces to the prm
countries.

The protectionist rneastlres of Third Worlcl
countries generally have gn otrjectively f;r{)$ttlrs'
ive function in devcluping the ptodur:ti1.'e fuices

(rvhiek is not tti sry that cvery such rnei*ure ls
wisei. But there tuothe netiofisl ft'rmeecork needs
to bc superserlcd. ltr L8tin Amedcl, Africa, and
the Mlddle East, erpeciatty' the nctlonal ftsntiers
are tregacles of eolonialism, often hlf,hly ertiflciel.
The policier of a Scrclellst United Ststes of South
acd Centrcl Anredce, of r united Aftira on & roe'
lnlist b*sls" of a $&;ialist United Stetel sf the
Middlr East -- i:: eseh case recrlgnislng the rlghts
nf natiotal minorltiee * point the way fot a strug'
gle ngcinst inrpedtllsm which svoids the blind
[lievs of n*rrow nationaHsnt and autatchy'

e. TI{S $TAIrl{l$t stA',fES

ln the cuursc of the l9?Ss the Enst Eur*pe*n stet"
es became rnuch more clciely integlsted wlth the
capitalist worid ectrnomy, As they trecame mofe
developed, exports to the tYest and imports of
technoiogy beiante rnore impottant td them. ls
!970-?5,-their extrarts to the advenced capltalist
c$uhtfleg 6ffiw ll3.s p€r cefit per yecr; their
im;:rrrts from thetn gre*'31.2% pcr year. Potand
and Hung*ry applied ln Novernher 1{}&l to juitt
ttie lMF.-Hungaly joined in May 19E2, Yugo'
slovin wrs *lready a rner.lbef, qnd Rumaria has
sven accepted an lh{F aulterity pim.

In trroed otrtltrre Easteru Eurcpe's reietiron to
the r*rrent wodd teeessiotr is feiriy slmllnr to that
of l,ntit ,Anr*rica, thonglr ths internal exptersiolt*
*f it srr dlfii"reat.

ln tf*r iate 1970s, Chlns otrrted tu break its
p:eviotts isoletion'fmm the capitalist tryorld eco-
ion',y. It is howsver nowtrare remotely near beir6
as intrgrered ea the Eest Eurupeail ststes; ffore
im6r+*rint fot it* ectrnomic situation than the gen'
eri! rvorld recr$sicfl are probebll'the disappoint-
nrerrtr ancl blltndering*- of the hureaucqac.yls
atterr:pts at 'ntr-'dcr$!sitinn'..It is reporteil thst
the sii'uggics of $olidarnc,sc hdve hrd a E*rlous
inrpact sff$ng Chlnese vorkers,

9.'rI 8 Cr,A$l' STRUGGLB N fiLS CEISIS

Capitalist erisis ts not iurt a mschenlcal, lutomet-
ic ptceess, but a mattercf cless sttugglr.

in thc advanccd crpitrlist couiltries, common
feUtUres rrre:

-- Iltrfidcrwn of indrrstrles sueh as cars snd steet;
* Use of rnass unernplcyment to intimidete those
in wt.rrk, ancl esper:itily to imp,rse speed'up' The
British capitalisi r.:lass-!r*s been cspecially effec'
tive in this.* Cuts in weifare Provisi*n.*- Pressurc r'; reduce real wages. and speciflcally

W**'{l ** W?ro.' esfi ftsfid
q {ri.etg,rft irtr rg$l "at'"r !ip. tS61

(a*rt**)
StdFl!,rfi*eltr.e
{:h.filbdi 1., nf.xr,

frdlda
Eryl*lr*r{aA

6t iladththfr krht}llt'
Srtha* ardclrttrJq

Aaa,*l.cirlsll? .rrd rotcr

g#ltsEtio$

lfi{ngBlr$rt?rtrl
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ln fulard the buteaucrsts rcsponded ta the
etlslr by attemptlng to raise th6 anvernn:rerit-
prelcdbcd prlcer. Ttrat sparled the de"eLlumeflt
of Soltdarnorc. l{c'w, as-we!! as raisffic nrlees
they ere millteridng intrcur in r (pmbeEli vet*)
ottempt-to rccurc rpeed-up, and thmteriing t*
imrpo*e forcsd labour.

A Otact &esh - or, mofe llkel:. theurlh l*gs
dnaratlc, * mlous but limlte<t r+aisenlniof the
clturtlon * cafinot be tuled out in the .;amuig
pcrlod. Ttre moct frvourabie pedlction pos*ible tEI vqt1-, flo*' rnd w6*k reeover.v. Sucii i recovery
would m€&n unemployment cdnthuinc to rlse ii
the mafur eopitrllrt L16un$ies.

10. BklrffH

A suwey by the Finenclal ?irnes shows thst most
economlc fnrecasters predict a sllcht rmwth qf
cutput in l9&3" The everege figure [r I.7 per cent
gtowth.

Not much store crn be placed bv this. $uch
forecasts are ersentially orily sophliticeted and
rcf,ned verrlons of the methor{ of looting at a
graph end gucsslnl tftet the cune wlll coitruue
ln thc future mueh the sisme wey *s it h*s fluctu.
&tcd ln the post. For IfJS2 roo alight gr.{rvrrh was
predicted both in the world aad :n the British
oconomyi the outanme loaks likc havlng been
tbout,ho/o decline h ovetall output for thi seven
blg6est advenced capiirlrrt economles, rnd about
%7o lncreasc for Britah. A major internationrl
ftnancia! cdcls would throrv elt lorecasts out of
geff.

However, the foteca.*ters Dredict thet even if
the t.7% Srorrth ls achleveC, unemploymenr lrlll
csntlnue to rise" Inflation is also erlec.ied to rise
sllfhtly by most forecasters.

Ths frllars of thrtuhsrhrrr

So how do the Toties stand? I{as Thrrcher's
pollcy_been succ-essfu!? [s it rational in r:epitelisi
terms?

lnssfar as ony capitalist poticy is rstioflal, the

mein llnei - not cvery rtcpl - of ?hltchcr's
poliry are so, As xgued rbove, firlsnet&rlrm k f,,
deliberetc cless-*rugglepolicy of the major bo*r"
geoisiar, asrd it ir dlff,cutt for e slngle crpitclirt
ltete to s::.e? .'ut of lh.e Bvan lf it wirhes to.

Bu.t es*eutially the Toder' policy hes rot becn
suceee:r&:I.

- r) its prcrldmed alms - whlch arc not fiuly thc
bssfc ores - htve not been ectrleved, Inflctfin tr
dom romewhat - thonkr more to slumping pri-
mrry prcducl prlces, US monetary psiley, rnE the
gereral effrctg of rccersion than to thc ?ory yrli.
eles suppcsed ro creste this resillt * hct l*lihely
to rlss ogeln ot rcmdn stabtre. Tcreg have not be!
cut.

- bi ieauca'y ls ctltl ln full decllne. An evengc of
*b,ril: 30 ccmlraaies e doy - a recard - went-lnto
liqutriotlon in 1982. For the flr* tlrne elnce the
lndrrstris,i Ecvaiutio*, Brltnln hre bexrmc e nEt
img,-rrter rf mandfcdured gmdr. The Bent of
EnEiairri rep.rr.ts: "tra thc llmt h*tf of (lgt2),
irrJ::strlxi a;rd cemmerelal compenlet, profltr e*
e$tii'iated tc h*ve ricen by 1,7%% fronr the vcry
lart let'etr r'r{ a ;vear earller. H€clrrdlng North Sci
oper*iic;rrt, where a lower oil pdce affected re-
eeii:ts, prefit* rose by 22Vo, *nd the reel mte of
retux: rri** t?orr about 39u ta 4Vo, Neverthcle*s,
this ir stiil a.* ertremeiy depress€d rote by earltei
*ifndardli ir; the f9b0s profltabiltty wir ovcr
[Our,, .. "

.;) 8n thc faee cf it, the Torle* have had more
suree*ir urirh their ffuu certral eim * chlftlns the
ba;;r:le of frrrccr agalnst the orgenlsed woittng
clarr;. Frodurdvrty has heen iftcresred rn*srlveli
(se+ fl.+:i'ie* atsve), uniun memberchip har baei
**nt ixio d*ctire" *nc shopfloor urEanisatlotr.furs
been tr*ttered Gut of shape in ,nany dndusttiea {er-
r;n;rlar SI.).

IIui these de*'elopments must te seen in pct-
sre'rlive. A slur*p c'f lhe ssope suffered hy Bniain
si$Lc i'l79 wiil aiwa.vs revercly curtail tha ps.3sigi.
lltlr of u succeseful economic itruggte, U*iesr the "
l"r:rklng cicss ls eble to renpond to the criris wlth
a gerreralised politlcal offenslve, we sllt lose
gtormd, 8ut the Tories need rnofe than that. ?hey
nerd tc breeh the org*nisation errd the will of the
',vorkinq class sufficiently that an eccNofiric revivrl
c*n_ tahe place with e big upsurge of profitt rnd
r+ ithout riny rig revlval of worheri' milii*ncy.
- they hsve noi done so. The NHS dirpute, the
Ger*ghty.effalr, the cnntinued struggle agelnst
produfLiviiy messures on the reilways, shuw-that.

Ttre berurgod*k ltrd ths Torlse

Wilt the Tories' lack of succes$ iead to serious
pallticai spiits in the brrurgeoisie .- perhaps to the
gtaxiit trf the S0[]r Liberel Alliance as ] 'major
aliern*tive bourgeois gaftyt? Probably not.

Frcn: alt indicstions {stetefirents sf bn{ties tihe
the CBI and EEF, snd commentary in paBerr lile
tire Firarrcial Tirnes and ttre Economist), ,the
r'raj+rit;v rrf the hig bourgeoisie stends clo$est to
the T$ry 'rsetr;'. A numher of indlvirlual caplttl-
lsts lra.;e strpporied the Ailiance, But the Urik ot
the bour;qcci-.ie wili not lightly atrandcn the tory
party, an insrrument of long historic sianding &nd
great p$t+er and flexitrility. Moreover, the Snp/
Liheral attenatives io Tory p:liry nrc not very
convincrng.

-This coukl r:hetge ir the event of a major defest
of the Tury Boveioment by the working clars.

Htrmtl, to fsmovc

!r &p{. the *y-etem cf ris-monthly *age ir:-
grea$gi tu llne with I irieiged) cort of livinc-index
lg sndcr thturt. k rnany ?trtrd lVorld co=untries,
tire eoct. of ltvlng wlll bi reiscd by rrgucilon of
fitetc rubridlas on brslc goori*, oa ferct. etc. Thiihu alreedy hepgrened iriMericr and Eollvia, iai
crrmple.
. Io !lr. Ieect.developed Thlrd lfotld q.run*les,

ihe efreGr nf the warld rrccrslon are likaiy te be
amellero lnrsrnuch es thes€ erononries rtlli oper.
atc te a cG&Blderable ertent on s subsistence ba&lr
and erc $tole affeeted by the weethet than hy
$orid ecoaomie mcvemenis.

nherc welfgre

thur alsc the
pcreent.

whiefu ta Ieft

preuctlbed by thc
tne?eatc


