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Resolution on the Ballykelly bombing from Glasgow WSL

rrThe Cbisis of the FI a,nd. or,rr tasksft - tert as amend.ed. by
0c.

Summary minutes a,nd resolutions from November 1981 NC.

(A numbcr of other items have alrea{y been submitted. for
the Internal Bu1letin. The present contents are being
got out earlier for the January NC, a.nd. a fwther Internal
BulLetin will folbw shortly.

Please send. orticles for the Internal Br:Iletin to
the centre, typed. if possible l@ru 44 on Roneo stencils.)

To be d.istributed. with the present Internal Bul1etin -rrThe Crisis in the hitish Sectionrtm, by E\rington.



trGlasgow l,iSL unrese_rved.ly eondemns the sharneless ed.itorial on the Ballyke11y bombing
which appeared in 

-
The ed"itorial represented- a [ross bet::a]ral c-.f sorrte of the rnost fund.amental princip-
les of revolutionary sociaLisi,l: there was not a word of liefence of, antl support for
the struggle of, the Irish ltepublican rrovement; there was not a word- of the need for
immed.iate British withdrawal; instead, the boriibing is d.escribed- as rrcarnagei' and.rrindiscriminate slaughteril with the enphasis ,:Iaced. on the civil-ian casualties
causecl by the bonbing; ancl- thersolutionr to the war in frelanC is posecl- in terms of
a vacuous liberal-ism (tt... a just solution ooorie"o.o a democratic solution...tt) as
opposed to the d-efeat of }ritish irnperialisir:.
fhe ed-itorial was a cl-ose parra1le1 to that which appeared in the ri,lilitantt the
same week, the only basic d.ifference being that tl'Iil-itantt took the anti-socialist
argurnents in its ed.itorial to their Iog;ica"l- conclusion.
The NC must thereforec
- ensure that the ful} text of this motion is circulated to alt b::anches in the
next branch circutarflB, whichever appears the first,
- erlsltre that an attempted justification of the contents of the ed"ito:r:ial by its
author is contained. in the next branch ci:ccularfTB,
- ensulre that the next branch circularfTR contains a :report from the convenor of the
Irish commission on what, if any, r,iorl< it has car.r:,j-ed out in the las-b trrelve months,
- provide an explanation in the next bra"nch circutarftt of how it caile abcut that
the editorial's author was peri,-]itted- to write such an ed-itorial for publication in
the first p1ace,
- eosur€ that either a special aggregate is callecl- on the ouestion of freland for
the immed.iate future, or that extend-ed. tirne at the nationa] conference is al1otted
to the question of lrela"nd,
- ensure that al] future ed,itoria.ls/articles on Irelanil- which an'pear in the paper
are in line with revolutionary socialj-st politJ-cs, not the scab politics of the
r l{ilitant t tend-ency,
- ensure'that a neetang of the l::ish comir:issron j-s hefd early in the iiew Year for
the purpose of ::esbring a. revoiutionary socialist position on freland to the org-
anisationrs political- prog:ranme and publications, ani- for the purpose of d.iscussing
the soliclarity work which need-s to be carrieo- out in the period aheacl to build-
support for such a position"rt

from Glasgow trtrSL branch ione vote against)



cRt$t$ cF 1r$r H[. dnlo
0u( lflSKs

L Fr,rm guerlllairt adtetttures itr Lotln Amerlcr
anrt utuslteft excesseg in Burope, to the trll'end'
fno oita ,tt*h-huntlng Socldlt[ Prrty in the Port'
uquese events of 1975-b; horn abltentlonlsm over
irilln*tan war for liberotlon to I grovelllng poll'
itcat *flttutsernent of the pefty boutgeols Santli"

ni*ia r"gtm" ln Nicarsgua; hom 'orthodot' calls
frrr Lcninlst perty'bulldlrrg to the mod grotesque
ionU.ui .rrrltuttitt"n to frdel Cssro's brgfld of
Sialtr rist popul ism ; froru gtandiure proclontntlon s

oi tenAeri.ier 'mote urthodor thln ever' and hls-
iiiric rri,t** forward for the Fl, to hasty. cofifus-
i,io 

"itJ 
ctnbarr*ssing spllts whlch leave Trotrhy-

iriirt... l'utther aivtO-eA rnd dernorallscd: the

"on.t"i" "*rr"riences 
of the polltical chaor that

tras-rehnea'in the Trotshyirt movement over the
i;i i*; ycars dtone (t97i-ttZ) 'rhow tretter than

anv obstiact argunteni ovcr hlstory ot theory the
;uinil; need fJr serlutts stepl to regenerate the
Fuurt t 

-tnt"rn ational pollt lcet ly end teconstruc-t it
org*nlsttlonnllY.
2. Nlt one of the major lnternalional curtents hes

,beeil alrle to of{'er a c{rherert or consisletll pro'
gten,me nttd perspeetivr tbt the key^skuggles tlf
lire intentatlonal- worhittg class. lntitead. the
reneatetl twists. turns, trelated shifts and ahrupt
nhlut-foces of thelr leadet;hlps have pnrvided
unmistakeahle evidetce that whel ch$rlcterlses

'thelr mclhod lbr:ve oll is enrplriclsrn snd adapta-
tlotr *- rtbither of whl,:h offet the necesiety wsy
lhrw*rd frrr the oppresrcd m&$lel of the world in
their struggle for emancipotiott.

'fhe strilibotn refusal of these sarne leaders to
,errmilre or uermil seflous discusslon of their own
.r,rlslakes arrd the les,gons of the recent post of thc
"Irotskvist nttwcmeni indicates r sectarlan fka'
tion on lrreservlng their own naffoll gft]up lntet'
ests rather then arry Srasp of thr rrec'rrsrlty to
develnp a Marxi*l leidership fot the-lnternetlonel
w.rrkcis' mcvernettt which can attd must legrfl
li'om its tnlstgkes, This same sectarianlsrn' cottpl'
ed with the tlevelopmcnt tn ,*omr of the larger
,ctou$inls (and evert iu sunre quite sruell ones) of
i nxia iiierarchy of quusi'buteaucretlc 'leadets',
expluins thc incrcesingly trequent ,resort to
,exlreme organlsation*l nteanl lo rnurzle discucs-
ion rnd tentlency sttuggles wlthln organlratlnru
lwhich prcsent themselves as 'Bolshevit'.'l'hls itr
itself hirs heavily contrlbuted to the scatterlng and
'to thr thcnteticil poverty ol'the crdres and Sroup-
ings of tudny's "l'rotskyisl tnovemettt'.

,3. Dr:suite - ot ralhet beceuse of - ;uch prrr
,fountl i,rlitical wcaknesses and otgunlsotlonal dic'
tatorship. the Trotrhyist mtrvement-todoy, tike a

shatterctl minor. ptesents ltself to the world as a
chaotic mass ,of I'ragments, e*ch ol'*hlch mey in
lhe right light glint'with at leasl a ftactlon of the
t'omrei briliiance, but none of whlch ln themselves
c[rt ever constitute of rec(rflslruct a vlable end

authorltotlve Fourth lnternntional. Nevet befote
hnve thete been str many substantlel curents

,Jockeyil3 lht the lttnellght aB 'the' F'ourth ltrter'
irrrtlonalr-ond yet never hel'ore have thore Stoup'
ings themnelves nppeared so intemelly utrsteble
ur polltlcnlly bnnhruPt.

4. ll'the proce$s of dlsintegratlnn and decay ls not
cnuntered .by * shrrp sttuggle fot ptogtrmma-
tic clarlticatlon nttd reconstructlon. there ia r rcal
dcnget of a substantitl losr of crdres. which
would lnfllct r sttbstantial rtverse upolt the
struggle ft.rr o revolutionary lnternttlnnrl. Our
intein*tionnl tenrlency ptedges ltself to plry the
fullest posslble rule ln such a struggle. and to seeh
the men'rg to prornote the mulmum internrtlottnl
clcbate orr the cenkal problems faclng Trotokylsts
in the lgtlth.

5. 'fhe twln st$ttlttg polnts for such r polltical
rlcvclop$ent rlre ;

n) tte tecogtltlon that the essential prlnclples
, nnd'mt'thtxl mapp,.'tl out by the '['heseg of the {lrst
lilrlr coilgresses of the Comln(ern and by the flrst

rthree tonferefices of th* Fl (1916 Conference tll
thc Mtvement fut tlrc Fh l93B Fuundlng Confer'

,encei and ttlilo Emergency Conference) retain
' vullditl; nnd potencY todnY,

But nlso;
bl'lhat the nrany rich and varied event* end ex-

pede'nces of the lnternRtionnl wotters' move'
menl -.und wlthin that of the secti.ina of the Fl *
ir th,: post-wer period nrean that the 1938 Pro-
gi[mnre in llself ls no lun3er atr adequate basis
l,' secure the llghtlng unit.y of a tevolutlonery
Irrtenrlrturnal. A I'ullcr and brouder protrfsnrme
nrust t,e develuped as o guldc to actlofl in the clrss
slrugglc oftoday und as a test of thc revolutlonaty
pracllce of orgenlsatlons wlrich would wirh to play
i role in rectustructlng the Fl.

6. Since the tlrettlng of the haslc thescs ott which'the Fl wns formed, there huve been the vrded
processer of tlte emergsnce uf dclirrnetl wofhef$'
itates ln Eastern Europc, Asle and Cube; therc
l ave been the successful llberation of much of the
cnlonirl wofld trom the direct grip of lmpednlls{
rulc * nnd the emergencc itt such struggtes o{
fiew types ol'popullst pctty boutgeols leedershlps
positrg new prublems to thtr wrrklng clasi the
rlevekrpment of cupitalisrn ln the 'hoom' period
hrought an inctecse in thc size. strength end nrili-
tancy of the pruletnrla,l, nol least in the erphited
countdes of Latln Ametica, Aftlca and Asle; and
,whlle the Ktemlln bureattcrncy hss g*ined ln mtli"
,tary strength relatlve to impcdalltm. o.nd ln
world-polltical weight (etrublln8 it to g(* as en
llterndtive patron to I'hitd Wotld reglmes
ln confllct with the lmperiallst powers), the pnst'
wur perlrd has secn the srme hureaucfecy essall'
erl by tepeated sttuggles for polltlcal tevolution



L
end sufler ils own lntern{l 3plil! 0rlsinB fmm con-
llicts o{ llntkrnal interest.

Tbe surn lotal of these changes Lr e world sub-
strntlally dlffercnt in msny rcspects from the
wotld of l93E - so dltletenl rs to m&h! the Trslr-
sltlonal Pnrttanrrne a ctucirl strrlint polnt, bul
tlladcquele (,n lls orrn. and lnoppropdele rs u

Bible.

7. On cach one o[ thcse questlonr the potl-ttrlrr
Trollkyist movenrent ha.i falled lo develop r cu-
herenl and c(rflsisle[t le3ponac - falllng boc] on
thc one hold upun 'orthodor' repetltlon by ntte of
qrrolations from Ttotsly's prc-sst enelyslr, of, on

.,. - \ th. orhcr hstd, llghtmlrrdedly 'lunklng the old
-J';t-' Trotshyisrn'ln a wanton copltuletlon to empldclslto" end opporlu,list polillcs in 6 q)mplex end hostlle

politlcal envimrmenl.
It is c(r[l[sk]n on how to epptxch there ner.v

and challcnging ptoblcms whlch h* ptovided tbe
frlmewolh for the splits snd fuikrns *'hlch have
pmduced the cheotlc. chmnlcelly dlvlded Trtrtsty-
ist mrtvement oI the l9EOs. A fdlurc to grasp and
erplf,ih lhe fernrs lrketr by the counl er-tevolul lon'
rry pulilks of Strllnism ln overtlttnlng crpltollsnr
ln Euslem Eump€ opened wlde the donr to
adrptalkrn to 'fitolsm cltd illuskrnr ln mass CPs.
'I hls in turn laid the polltlcd besh for thc spllt o{
t95J dnd subEequcnt coflfusion over Chlna. then
('ubs, etc. Unansryered, thc iame polltlcf,l pmb-
lcnr stlll ller behlnd thc prlltlcal accommodrtlon
by somc cuncntr lo the Vlclllameie Stsllnltts
todav.

A lellure hr comptehend the pmt'erser of petty
houtgetris nali(rrsllst EtrugBles. and a lact of rny
urhercnt pnrgramme for pmletetlen lndepafld-
ence fronr such leadetshlps, fotmcd the hrck-
ground trr the false txrsittons oh the Cartto leedct.
ihlp in cuba whlch splil the lnternrtlonnl Cont-
mlttee and ikrred up perpetu6lly-recumlng prob-
lems for lhe 'ljnlted' Sccretatl8t ln the 196(h and
1970r. '

'l'he muddlcd tnd ldetrllit trotlons of Mardcl's
'new vunguatdisnt'on thc one hend and a hpse
hv the SWP(tlsl Into rcformis(.rtyle electotrllsm
on the othcr, eilsurcd lha( nelther mrln wlng of
lhe tlSFl *ns pulltlcally eqttlpped kr ofrer r lcrd to
the itoflugucsc worllflB class ln thc tevolutlnnorv
everls (rf l(r74'$. The SWp(trs, toll-endlng of thc
PortuBUcse Socielist Pd.ty was hchoed ln porslblv
cven ttr('fe crnss form by the 'anti-Pahlolte' O(ll

l-:-. nn,vinB onc-e again thet rflll.Poblolrm ls no
Iguuronlcc (t[ (rtrtecl polllics. 1tc undtrected
Tlundcts end edvctltures of the pasl hnd tht'r-
oughly disorlentate(l the m0jnrlty of the Ttotsly-
lsl mo!cnrenl.

By l97it lt was not so much mrr problenrs nhlch
wteahcd hevrrc on lhe Ttolshyisl gtoups - lt was
thc re"emergcnce of the old, btrt stlll unresolved,
ptoblerr of orientathrn to petty bourgeois nttlon'
ollsl lcederships, this lime In Nlcaregua. Hlslorv
rcpentcd llsell, thls tinte [s ferte. wlth the SWI'
(US) boldly endomitrg the erpulslon of thelr own
Mofcnist 'comrades' lrom Nlcarogue by the 'rtvo-
lulkrllery'Snndlnlsl[s. Thc l,SFl: wlth the dep6d'
rure of Morcmr's Rrlshevlh ljlctkrn, found itself
solit nrrt lnto two bul ln effecl into lhlra ilnce the
pirlllicnl rllvisions ltclween thc Euntpean lerdct.
shlp [nd the SWI' hrvc gtown relenlle3sly h
ru4rc and scalc gs thc SrrYP arc sucled lurther
ifllo thc tx)liti(s old method o[ Castrolsm, Jetli-

l$r)nlhg the (l)arclv underskul) theotetlcal bag-
gage of 'l roistvi'.nl en roule.

Anrl in 19,'tl lhc lherrtetical, prosrRnrmatic
nnd pmcticsl hrnkruptcy of the sclf-styk'd brtho'
d(x' regroupnrcnl, thc l"llC. wa$ unde lncd 1{hcn
,lhc almple election ol a socirl dcmocrallc govern'
rrrenl in France blew asunder the diplomalil
ugrecmenls laboriously curslructeal ir eompentl-
ril,trs d(runrl,:nts.

ll. We errrphaslse ottr vicw lhrt none of lhc vsst
nrrny of orgntrirutlons now pnrclalmln8 lhcmselv'
cs 'i'folslvist can clalnt an exclusive aole ss the x
p(rli{icrl c(,nt orgf,fliso-ll

(,til ra Rmentfll ol' i rotskylst curcnts hast
hclped worsen the Frlitlcsl dlsartay, by gcnern-
ling mutually reinfurchtg otrc-sldednessqs. And
seclntlan self-proclatnollon lras made it worsc
0ra6lh.

'fhe Tmlslyls( spectrutn har enortnotts and
obvi(rus wcbknerscs. But lt 6lso h03 importa nl
sllqngt hs. Orrly wllhin thc forcr.s thst h6ve stru ta-
gled to dcvckrp as 'Irolekyists ls therc to bs found
-- howevcr lmpcr{c( l - an tlltempt crrnsciorsly to

rcrrnthrl thc c(,lllller-rcv({rtlionery polltlcs of St.l-
rnislrr, ur lo fufther the strdleBv * howcvct ill-
compn herdetl -- of pctm0ncnt revoluthrfl. Nu
ericnlly, thr-'se forccs htve gtown since lhe mld
'6{)s enrl cspcclally sirrcc 1968 as rn erprossion of
thE olsis of Stellnlsnr afld the lncrcashg mlll-
laxcy nxd self-rurrfklence of lhe working cless
i,rlernot k'lrally.

Our tcnderrcy flghls lilr the rcc{lnsltuction snd
polltlcal rcgeneretion rrl thc Fl, by whlch *e sum
up:

a) our rsJcclloo ol nry trotiott that we ahrnc ts a'l
tendelcy (nn pmclf,inl ottrsclves to bc thc srtle I
(.r'nllrrflily ol'lhc lr,rlslylst pro8tamnrc or 'the' 

It'l; -J
hl orlr rfliistcnce thut lhe step6 needetl to lay e

flrlrt hnsl: frrt unily and crrnlmon dlscipllne nnxrng
Trotstyist forces orc nol organlsrtkrnal negotiu.
tl(lns 6xd feofr8,lgcnle[ls helween etlsllnS cuf-
rcnts, lrut a pnrgranrmollc clarlllceti n o{ the
muvemcnl on lhe maln isiues cotlftr)flllnf lhe
prolctarint in lti slrugllcs.'l'hc Fl mus( bc more
thnn simply al ssscrrhly ol prxrple who havc nol
(yr1l) bctraytd the working class; lt musl bc thc
livin{ nnd tonsch'us or8llltiscd form thtottgh
whith tevolulkrnarics eorfront pnrbltms rnd
llanlmer oul a programmc fldequate to the tasls
l,l l(x'ay'r clsss stfllIAlc,

9. hr ralsing our call for lnternotloflsl discusslon,
we aie Eware th6t the 'Trotstylst movement' ls
today totolly - p€thrpr lrrcpatably - dlvlded,

Tl'e l,utte Ouvrler€ current brole fmm the
msinslteam or8flnlsotlohally in 1940, iharpcned
Its 1rlllltlcrl dltlslon eftet 1946, rnd teried to re-
gerd rlselfas r fnctiol ol an exlstlng Fourth lnter-
nslhnAl fmm the tlnrc of ltr reconrtllulkrn ln
195fi. 't1re othet wrruld-bc Trotskyllt curcnts of
loday urc all essentlally tooted ln thc politlcrl
crlsis whlch shrxrl the Tlotstyl3t ftovemeflt in llre
lale 1940s.

ln rhd{ pcrlod the'l'flrtslylst movemert dcclln.
ed dtostically. (The French sectlon, firt erample,
nhich wan centml, suffcred an alhroll complete
h8lt in octlvlty In sumnrcr 194E, and try 1952 wus
only 150 3trofl8, pmbahly lcss than oBe-teflth of



3
its pett numbers). At the same tlme SiFuntic
revdlutionary eventB unrolled on a wotld scalc.

Striving lo understend thls' the leeders of the
,noremetlt essentislly lort faith ln the centrality
of Trotstvlsm 8s I imuggle for a hrdcrrhlp to
tlevcloo end defend the Independent lntercsts ttf
ttie 

- 
wurting ctasr, ln pertlculrt -rgainsl the

c'ounter-revoiutlonary betmyrls uf Stallnism'

il th" aftermath of-Tlto's surpdse 'brent' wlth
Iiriil ana poputtst melsures-deslgned to rallv
m"tt tuppirt' agalnst any Krem-lln moves to
removc 6tm, anil ln the midst of the dtlve tn

il;; b; Mao's Stollnlrt forces ln Chlna, Peblo
'-ri tt,"'fi leerlers lncmrlngly looked to. some

il';iliir; pn*esr;wtttch wouJd repeat such poli-

ticdidcvelipments arrd trhe them further' trans-

iilirtr ihe- cnunter-revolutlonaty paSlqs of the

tirriiii*t,i tnto 'cenrlst' prttles whlch .mi3ht

"r*n. 
unrter 'nlost pfessutt''project a tevolutlon"

;;;'H;[iton;. Frnnr seekins to mohllise the

;.,.ir;i,;;;iivttv of the worklng cluss throush lhe
;;;;il;;iffi- of consistent rev;lutlonrrv leeder'
;i;:'iit; T-tskvlsts hesan lncreerlnglv. to to,lt
i#."*i.inii;;i,t. il,l"pro""ttet w6l"h would

i;;-iil;i;ltttv itt" tnosses and overconre thc

ilrrni.,d .risii ot leadership' The. job. nf Ttotskv'

i;i; ;;; to betome parl of tliis 'obJeaive proces$'

;;; ;;il;Jon tliitrcatthv evolutlon,of the stal'

iii.t'i"ii"t. After thc oulbrcak of the Korean

*"i. itt" c.rnvlctlon that World Wq'1 was.lmtnin'
;;i;ifur l;ilidi to ltrts {ite, ond the schema or

;i; ";;;;lr;;;ilii*; whlch would sutomaticellv

ii;: t,;;it; f;i".i"t Stalinlrrn ln the 'camp' of the

revolution made its sppesrtftie'
' - Ti;i- ;";;;Aut 

-t*it' 
tn serious politlcel edapta'

ti.rir,"itiitarriv to St*ti'{tt end 
-pettv bourse'ois

moveri,,:nts ln sBuggle lTito, MNh' etc)' but alsu

iil';;;;;ii.;grcct fr"n't titlon ) to estrbllthed stal'
iiiti i,1t""u"?4"t"* t;i *tttr the refusrl of Pablo's

liliil'il;ii for'wtthdrewel of USSR trmps

from F.ast Germeny unl"tr the crll was llnked to

;iih,ffi;i ot tniperialtst ttoops from west

Germaltt).-'riii" 
iiiitpendent tole of the wotklng clsss u$d

Tr;i;di;i;-was submetged ln t c.onccption of
;i,,b;i:;i;;t ."rpt' ln wh-tch the Stallnist httrcurt-

fffi, ilil"b;r,irger,i- leaders and secrti(xts of

r-iilititil"i'iete inlludcd ln the 'proletarian' clnss

:;,;;;: i; ;ttt"tt ttt" 'l'rotrhvlrts merelv became

i"*ilcrtul adviseru an<t camp'follorvers'
r" r[ilii'i,, tt;ii"s fronr thi fundamentol 'obiec-

\r ,, i"i; 
' .ri""pii* , iunr* Trotskvlsts ernphasiretl

Iii""ilri'"iii fiie ;subjectlve' adJltlve' Thev thus

lli*""J great slrers on 'the par!.y' ll.en organlss-

tionul lbrm, .. u 'tnugit lnircd[ent' to add to the

trtriectlve Proce$1."'tft-- i*.!'tir.ti'* uf tallist 'ohjectlvlsm' Rnd scct'

nttaii-"rtitminess ittto whlch Trutskyism was

it,ii-'d"[iiipt*"d *"." presenl' ln varkrus com'

iii"iirii,*. il all the curtents ntler te4&'1{}' ln

i tsJ.;;";Ltl'it" t,,,*ment split - essentidlv
,''"I'irr., tactlcal conclusions drnwn by Michel

F-Jr,r',iiA' ttt"' ttt"n leudership of the movemetrt'

I iil# ir.r.' ii',r't, r"iti" i tt' an el y sli' wlthot( que stio.n -

iiil'il;';;t#[ ii'Jt' 'to some ettent' then' the

\t1,';h;';i;it;''pttt r"flea*d dte two sides of

uost'crisis TrntstYlsm'
'"i:tt""r'i"r*ii"*i 

""tt"ot 
and otgenlsrtlonal dis'

".*v".it" 
iip"it*O ttt" way tbr thl rlse to lerder-

shio of ntilltants *t" h"*never ptevlously figur-

;'i';;'ii;;;['i""". btrt wh,.were.glfted orgnni-

;il';'iih ; ialcnt ior qulck-flt^solutlons: Piemc

ii,*U.ti rn Francie ond Oerry Healy in Britaln'

ffi;;;i *.,rrptrltistt'g'theotyi' they werc ln facl

the rnosl empirlclst of ell (though Healy for a tlme
nccepted the theoretical 3uldrnce of the SWP'
USA).

Bclth sides of the Trotskylst spectrum heve gen'
erated further mutatlons,'Those who have deve'
looed the 'taitist' side further hrve, howevet,
einerelly concluded by more or le-ss openly- repu'
iiletinc Trotshvisnr: Cochrane'Oerke. Mestre'
[*t".i"*. the tSSp, Posndus' Pahlo..' Those who
hove developed the 'sectarian' side continue to
oroclaim Trotshyistn - lndeed' to ptoclolm them'
ielves the onlY fiue TmtlkYlsts.'--birr"t 

*urr"nts have lenetally opereted- by
tuckinc and turnlng eclectically, adaptint and re'
.iriiinsl They dlffei bv the cxtenl. to whlch thev
ttov" Iertouily onalysed the world around lhem'
t.rglti th.ouitt .uit, analysls- to teintegrate the

two;sldes', aild leamed hom thelt mlstekes'- 
i"r"tuicuffents btoke from the mrlnstream ln

ttre iate ;aOl, radlcally reJecting the enalysis mrde
,i ttr" st"ttoist-led tevoluttons nnd lnsteod edopt'
irir'r"tr"d ine* 

"lass' 
theorles of Strllnlsm' Ntlne

"t'ttr"r" theories, however. wrs setlsfactory.
-iutii-,"", rigorously worked thtough to conclu'
sions. Most of the 'flew ctoss' cufftttts lxmer ot
intui reouOtated'lnrtskyism. Aftet repudlatlng
ir,rtskvlsm lrr the 1950s, howevet, one curtent -
ili"i i-i Uv the SWP'Brltain - teadopted lt eclec'

tically ln the lute '6&.

10. Some curtents calling themselves 
-Trotskyist

tra"* trnta"ned into poslti'ons and practlces whlch

;t;"k- ihfi ,Junnittvitv lost lo revolutkrnatv Pgll-
ii;;.-oerti Healy's withercd, witch-huntinS'lnt'
irrriurLnui Committee' is ttow reduced-to the role

i,i" 
" 

pil,-t ttuied pnl itlcal -a-ppg.n 
d age of houtgeols

.irJ 'o"tit bourgeois lr,lidOle Eestern. demo'
,.,uu"!. The Posndist and now the Spadacist
Xilatrisetions. adaptlng wholesale to .Stalinism'
ft""r" n"* llncd up as apologists end advocates to

Stallnist counter'revolrttlon in Poland'
Othet curtents, howevef. even if Lr most cases

rfr*ir'-*tr"i".rle politlcnl teform is herdly to be

iriiuirn*d. hrvc iuflicient polltical vltalltv to re'
,ruite us to uav sttentlon to [hem' seel dlscusskrns

itr"" 
"ppt.iprisle, 

and relate tac'ticelly'- 'ul 
fitie'mosl lense and signiflcant of 

-the 
slrug-

,l;;;;; under wnv is curentlv heing fought oul
[,itt in tha Arnedrnn Slf,P, where some velerafl

f;;; have taken up the battle agalnst.the whole-

*of*-fiq,ii.t"tlonist isstroite tum !y the Barnes-

w;erJ l""dcrshlp. 'thls turn his led stYP
ilil;;; t,i*o""ulott publlclv on the prospec{s of a

i;;;i'i.;;'th* potiti"* of the USFt ln order tu linh
i,,, ,*'ittt the C\iban. Nlcaraguan. Gtenadrn ond

;ii,; ;;;;;lutionistsof actlon" But the heavv.loss

"iiiii.*"taiisntion 
of SWP codres btougtt ahout

iivlft- pt-i"nt orlentation. t:oupled wlth.the henvy

i',ureaucratic resporrse of the leedetship to lts
,,;;;;t;;l;:" m ttst' indicate thet the ir prospccts. of
,i:i"i.i-i'rtt" lxrlltical degenerution ate slim'
ri"*riiiy- tttu si{l' has teCitlv abatrdonetl Trot'

,skv's theorv ofpernrancnt revolution end embr&c'
,"iinsteaa "L"nit,'* dlscarded theory of the 'demo'
;;"ii;' ;i"d;tihtp of protetarlst and peasanttv"
iiri".t it - leadcis are stopped, it cen only be a
;;ii; of tlme before the SYttP - the one'time
ij-iit"iirt*"tlrt Trotstytsm 1 bleaks. more or ell
iif trs tematnlng links with the Trotrkylst nlove'
;;;.;;i.'il;;ipiiuilng u n"'* round of misls in the
USFI.-"t,f i'fr" USFI leadership linds itself caught be'

r"*ln-.otrnlcting ptessrires' On the one hand

iii.* rtlt-tiin i'tiRtn"rd cvolution both on the
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un(l 0 conlbillrtk]n of [doptstir)n to the erlstlng
lcvel of the worlers' movemenl wtlh blusterlhg
rcvolulir)nurv prft'l6maliens which leads to a
clessical mininrum-marimum divlsion between
thc PCI's agitation ard lheir propaBsnde.

Thc o('RFl's 1979 spllt wlt.h must of its l,atin
Ameriran forr.cs (subsequently to foffn lhc Fff)
and lts brazenly buref,uctrlic rerponre to tha
Morcnist forL.es ln the l9!lt spllt'ln the FllC
runderllne the nr)torious mle ;f the Lambert
lcadership, who harle sn evll reputrflon for slln-
dcr and vk)lencc tr8llnst Foliticel oDrloncnts
ifl3idc on.l outslde lheltown oiganlmtlon.'

The prrrsperis of such a lcadirshlo enterlnr eny
sr:rlous diak4uc with other tendencies, ln ihlcfi
theit owrr pllst tecofd would he upen to serlous
crlnrinution. is minimol. Ahd the ;hancB of any
substantial oplxtsilion (urrcnl Boirlln8 the clbow'-
rlx)m- lo woflc I lendency struggle must bc lowerill the l'l('lR thsn aflv othct lnternotlonsl
group lng.

_.e) l lrc l.'rcnch organlsatlon Lu[e Ouvrlerc h6s
ulllcd flroups in thc tlS and olhcr countrles. Lufle(ruvriere's 

.politicel evolutlon tras been almoit
conrpletcly lsolated fmm the main streenr oi Tnri.rlyisr ,11966i1ex111yns, and rryhllc thev ere reajv tn
dts(uss sn(l cq)pcratr lcf. Iheir'curent lolnt
mdnthtv suppleflreht *ith the LCR). they d; sofrom I position of prolound alienotlon fi",;n;ih;;rrotslltsl gflrups ond detcrmlncd oppositlon k)quick-{ir 'rcc(,nslructions tlf fte forirftr 

-tnte.r.

nu-tionrl . Tlrcir prlitics sre hcavily ecoltomlsi-and
rntr)tnlc(t |ry a pcrgpcctlve whit.h is romewhrlqure,lst afl(l sqclnriea -- atd cataslIophist, onivlhe colrrtrr'l,hc_ ls ulwrys a long way- ofr ln thetrlurc - ((.1. thelr llne 0n May 196E. portugal
197-q. crc.) l'heir leadership. Eid;d hy ;.iilf f;
and fl scml.clsndestinc nrelhod of opre,rollon *,hlch
ensufes a rigurous selectkrn of tectul(r rnd e top_down furrctioning, have s sltustion where whlie
lnternut discusshrn is qulte ertcnslve and formellv
trec, f,nd LO conradcs_ ere positlvelv ,n*utag"i
lo slltdv the idcas ofother tendencies, there ls'an
alnros( t(,tel hkxl lrr eny seflolts quelllonlng ofLO's.l undanrcntal ldcai. which "h rn"ri-"H .i
moral (.r,mnlitmena.

. LO's posilkrn (,n thc deformed worherc. statesls quitc distiflct in motlvstlon 
"na 

,i,"fy"f.-iiom
th_e sla tc-{rapii{list vlews. bxt .""rgnt."J unty'ih;
USSR. as _l dcgeneraled *nrt"rr-"' 

"tat",-' 
an jrcgrnls. thc subsequcnl Staltntst states ai

noutLcrns lI natUte.

.O Thc lixrrt h lateifletklnellst .Iendency, 
torm_

ed ln t()79 toltrr*irrg rhc apllr from the OtjRFi';fgroups ihcludillg ils lwo mllsl important LltinAmericrn sccrions, the pOR {L";;t ,;'-g"llri;
&nd.I''!tilica Ohrera of Argentlna, atso lncludes
s.nraler,a-r ups in l{tifl Ametica, as well As thew{)rlcr\ Lcl,auc of palestlne. The FIT ptoclelmed
itself ul its formallofl as democratlc 

"eniraiLrtyet in prncticc it hds retrined a teAentiji'ttiuc-
lurc. conrplicated still lurther try the profound'nslionsl_Trrt.skvist' posltlofls 

"t ttre pOh, -",fr-f 
ctt

h&s tailc(l to plsy anv serlofls rolc ln constructlng
rrt lcerlirrg thc F-lT.-l he F'l l hgs ).ct tu coflducl r system6llc evolu.alion--rrf its IrrllsIlrrtkrnal crpetlence ln theO(lRF'l or thc haiis of rhelr splii hom lr, rnd ie.
rarnr -vrme Lomberllsl posllkrrrs in rclallon to thear .lmlcrirtisl Uhiled fxrnl. in Latln Anerlco.rl {(l(tiii(,h its ertreme char[clerlsslloh of ahctr)I., ns c(,ullcf-revolutionaty _ al3o a legacy ofrrs Ltlmhe ist lrislory - and its dirmlsrel o-foihercuffenls of w(,r,d 'fnrtskylsm (&\t doubls oll lhe

qucstlon of polltlcsl tevolution and ln the practir.nl
wort of some tlSFl sectkrns (Francs. ltaly). In
addilbn, the rftermsth of the 1977 .relf-critic,lsm.
of tte gucrilla tttrn of l96c had brought I more
(fillcal.spprdlsal of the Cub&n lerdctrhip and of
lhe Stalinl8t leedeB in Victnam.
_--Yet on the othel hand, thc prcsrur! of the
Sl{P, with lts rclcntless ddv6 iorpatdr Castto.
ism, has served lo counter thlr and crpoce the
confusion in the USFI's empiricrl tdru;tmentr.
l.rllrhtencd rbove sll by the ihought oi a fufthcr
spllt, lhe ttSFl teader: have llmltid the scope of
lhcir nSht bsct - wlth damaglng consequences.

tn.elsence the Mandel lerdershlp lemalns spolitical .descendant of ptblo.s t'mprcislorrlsl
opportufllsm. antl has in no *ry alirlyrcd or
hrolcn.frum.thc_ llqutdarionhm of ihe piJt. thei;
rrnslable and eclectlc method her currentlv mede,. thc Ma-ndelites appeer &s ttre .orttrodoii- itng oi' lhc USFI: bul c furthet turn ln eventr cruld ielt
,'ntc again rrpen thc drxrr to new blundetl. Onlv a
struggle to shatpen rnd brosden thett cuunilr-
olreflstvc against the 5Wp lnto r full.rcsle oro-
Frammatic devekrpm('nt can ofrer d stsble;rv
li)rward for th" USFI lnd ils sec ons.
-.c) 'Ihe lnrem&tlonal Worl.ets. League (l_11.),
Motcno's survlvinS poflion of the lll-it;;;j'i91,fitll(. conitnues (o n,cl frum the crlsh crusetl bvits prenlalute arrd unprlnclplcd fuslon and irL
hastr splh.. Dcsplte its publli hravoda _ depict
:l! Lh!:lrlr.9 prrrca3" r. simply a mtnor stei on
thc r()ad to lhe triumphanl reconstructlon of lhe
Il .-- t-hg rubsequent hrss uf the ltrltrfl sectkrn
rcoves Morerro's cuffert l0rgelv isoleted in Latin
nmeric&. wheE lt lJ rumouted thal there have
t een expulslons in a n[mber of Jectkrnr. Having
c.mergerl as _an tndependcnt polrtlcal i"ii.E
{hrough I c.omblnrtkrn of'orthodor, but eclcctic
crltlcism ofothcr tendencles end ruthle"! ,;i;;i;_
e tlonrt manoeuvrlht, Moreno nr* ai;e;;'h";;if
k'rccd. t0 q€t lhc pace lor hls whole tendencv.
wlln nts cadre plsirly made sceptlcal by the recent
dtsssftour elcapede with Lrmbert.

l-rom -ell lndlcatlons Moreno fitc lnto thcpaltefn of 'organlr_otion men' galnlng the leadei.shtp.ol.scclions o[ lfie movement ln perlods ofpull cat crlsls, snd dhectin8 them wlth .mme orp_
rrntsatiollal llsir afld littlc polltlcrl scruplc.
. wilhout any cohtrent ,)r strble politlcsl onaly_

sls to ofli.r. thc Ll'l calr only be ergected to orir.
grcss. throuSh Iits trnd stsrt, _ crlses rnd corlor.ntundcrs and iuc(.csries. chaarctetiscd by ebriot
lcops Et'm rlppndunlsnr tu uttr"-reritrtn '"r,i- riii
versa. )Accordln-8 to 0ppafcfltly rellablc actuuntsrr.o[l thc Lrmbcrllsli rnd others, the nraioi
Mttr(.nlsl- rrrgallsuliofl, in Argentlne, followej apltrrnly lrlBss-r.(,llabotntionlsl and netlonalict llflcin thc later stages ofthe Malvlnrs wsrl

A prllrlcal strusgle on such lsfrer must hewrgcrt trund-ln.hend wilh a delriled crltlque oi
thc eva!,lve 'l'hescs (,n lhe Fl drs*n up fV fft-ur"ri,i
!lr. the Fll.c,.a4 n.w. g]almcd 

"" ti,oii p.riii.ri
psrfrmony by hr)th the l.l'l and Lamhert.s FtclR.
. d) Lrnrbcrt's lnternrlioxol gr"uptng'"pp*i.; r,,nsve besl survlvtd the letert rotlhd of intks rna
fuslons. lurgely as e resull of ft. ti"rffi'Uri""ul
cratised nationrl snd internetlonel r"tirir". ;hil
nes ntcarl.lh{t lhe netiunxl sectlon; hivc in pmc-
!lg-". F"n little other rhen ssrellltes of the l.t'eni.h
U('t Inow FCI). The poll cs of rhe FICIR renraliicoostslent wlth lhosc evolved by the pcl slntc1956.- crpituletion to lnterna oial .o"fri-a"rno- .
cts('y: &cute etrllnophoble; ttshsformstlon oa thetsctic of the urlted front into s rtr6te8i. p,.i""lrfi
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Fl'f's willlngness to particlpate serlousty in u
slruggle I'or the reconstruction of the Fl.

g) Tlre Vargaitc 'Fourth lntertretloral' is chnr-
aclcrised above all by an extravegant lust fot self-
proclnnra t lott, coupled wlth ultrr -left adventutisrn
arrd erfemes of Stallrrophobie, But the Varguite
grouping in ltrland succeedpd ln the hett qrf

iverrts in..srrrducing respectahle programmatlc
positlonsfl'nrrd reportedly in Sp4ln. trxr. they nre
evolving in a healthy dltecllofl l{hethet 

-qtr 
nrtt

lhis wifi contlnue is unlihely to be much affected
hy the extetntl lntetventlutt oI Ttotrkyist forces,

- 
h) tn addition thcre rernaln n numbcr of smeller

non:afliliated gtottps -. sorne left over from the
splits and fusliins of the 197(h, some seekinB, a
rvnv oul of nrclonsed nationBl isolatlofl, others
cririterrtedly 

'a""*piirrg such isolallon. Yet the
oroliferatlolr of smaller spllntets wltlch ttxrl place

in the mirl-1970s now sppears to have been reduc'
ed itt ttutnhcr throrrgh i pt,xess of alsintllation nf
some lnto the larger formatlottg, and the,piece-
nreal tllsintsgrotitin of othem In the ldeologicol
ancl programinatic chaos of the perlod. Among the'

mosi noiable survlvnts of this pro{ess are the
Chllean Communist teague (LC), the Rl{P rrf Slr
[,anhs. the Freedonr Soclnlist Parly (USA) and
some groupings remalninS from thc former-tlSFl
[.enitlst'l'rotskylst Tendency.

i) T'he Grant ('Milltant') gtoup ln Bdtaln and lts
nolltical co-thlnkers have Subordlnated thelr erst'
t*hil" Tr,rtrhyist posltlons to thelr lonS-tetm adup-
tation to retbrmist pattles and thelt leaderships'
iheir conrbinetlon irf sectadrnlsm end 'obJectiv'
ilm' olaces them squately in the post'[950 meitr'
*tr"ahr. thourh thei add a dlstlnctlve polltlcrl ele'
,rient derived'froni the 'tlght wlng' ln the Fl ln
1944-48 (wltosc only otltet descendetrt ls the SWI'-
tlrltaln). Theit attitudes make dhcusllons with
thcnr iihonrbable. though thelr ranhs pruhablv
inclutle many mllitants wtrflh wlnnlnS.

(il The SWP-Britain rnd lts lnternrtlonal co-

thiiriers have rct:ently harrlened thelr sectarinn
line on the basls of iconomlsm rnd 'mlnl'mar'
rxrlitics. Probsblv the SWP ltself has purged its
ianks sufflciently to make it lmpoaslble trr win
more thstt snrall groups from lt ln future- politienl

r:rlses: brtt time 
-\r'ill tell, attd some of the co-

Ihrl whilc rejecting the sectarisn position thal
considerl every polilically rlegenctatetl'l'ratskyist
or[anisation a.s'lost toi Trtilskylsnr. tktlshevt\
Leirlrrists tnusl Rl lhc same tinte rcject as dclttsory I
any lrylxrthesis of n sponlsneous evolution of thel
t"u i*tiri-t i*t fitctiotts luwards orthorlor'Irotsh yisnr .J
-In.\frffiis neceslitry to efl808e in a slruggle'
firr the regeneralkrtr and Bolshevlh teorganisation
of rhe lrl.'it is neressary to ftontote the formati'rril
of Botsttevik-lcnlnist fqctlqtts iinked txrth trr eech I

other antl to independcnt Trolshyist orgenisatlonsf
withitr thetranrcrtrrrt of rn internatlotal Bolshe'f
vik-t,enlrrisl Faction, whlch must llself be basedl
on dcntrrcratic ccntralist methods. both nationrllVJ
antl inlernal iourttly.

Such fat'tions siould ln general avold engaginff
in splits. lnsteatl they shoukl mnke the centristl
lcarlc'rships rcsponsihle for any adminlstralive I
ntearurci *- sueh as erpulshms '- which might I
occur. Only e flexible. dialectlcal strolegy tot ltgl
regenefoll;lt, cornbining lndependent.woth ln thC'
lahirur tuovemenl with factfurnat inletvention

'Ihc tush l'acing serious l'totshyists is to hrrlld a
Br,lshevik l.cnirrist fitdion lrased on the polltlcal
lines of the 'l'heries nnd Resolutions of the 1936,
It)3E orrd ltl40 conf'erences nnd on programmatic
onswers ,u 66lnr lr:lts of the clnss sttugglc since
1940, expressed in a plntl'ornr tespontling ade:l
quutely to thc current class-strttggle ptoblems[
posed kr'lrotshylsts arrd the intetnetional prole[[
arlol.

dition of main tlte
tc (!tt 0

rtiit ottf ,lopmetrts in
the situation

l2) l{e

within thc olhet otganisatlonr. whether formally
'Irotshylst or leftwaid"moving cctlttist, will allow
rrs to accontplish the contpler process which --irir,iugf rpiiit. fusirms, 

' partial regeneratlonl
und the growth of independelrt work * wil[
enable il-.e l() recongttuct a genulnely authori'
tativc Fl.

For this rceson we nrust - under the sole con'

2

of thr't'rotskyist movcment.
declare ourselves fulrdnmertally

oppoSed to all tlrose fbrces - efipty sectnrian
uitinrntists on lhe trne hond, barrcn opportunlst
charlaians otr lhe olher - who uttentpl t(l erc(rt
orgunisotlonal or spttrious political bcrriers to a

Drir.,ess of discussirur nnd prugtamntslic clarificfl'
iiorr whish alone can lav a prlncipletl bosh* firr the
reconslruclhn of the F'1, We call ttptltl the ntent'
bershlps and lhe leatlershlps of the orguttlsnllons
ol' the worltl 'lrotskvi*l ntovement to parlicipatr
now iu lhe long-ovetduc strugglc to confront arrd
resulvt: the prlitical problems that havc divided
an<l renrlctcd imllotenl the Fl truilt by Leon
'f rrrtshy.

\,Ye hnve alrcady tabled for discusslon the
dmunrr:nt "'l'he 'l'ransltlonal Progrnmnle in
'lbdays Ctass Struggle". es an attempl lo enlatge
rrlrorr the prlnciples anrl method of the l93tl
Pnrgrantnrc. We rernRin (,lren to tlternative
suggestiotrs its to the form altd basis of discus'
sions.

Orrr unc clcar nnd inllcxihle prcrrrndillon is thrtt
wc will itr no wav cotumit uurselves to rccogniti<ln
of nny gr(,uping as ar exclttsive continuity of
'Irotskyism trr as "the" F'|. ln loday's mattifest
ond deepening crisis of the wtrrld 'l-rolskylst
nrovetnenl lirr nny grouping to adopt such a stance
is nolhing nrore thon scctarlan srroglrnce.

cenltlst onrties ofthe 1930s.
f We rtiect os schem[tic thore conceplions
lrvhich. startinc from lhe reullty of the centrisl
Itlcueneralion tii most fnctlons of the Fl. draw the
lconclusiol lhat all politlcelly degenercted or88n'
lisntlons are lrrepaiably lost to Trutskylsm. and
\Fhich erlrapolute from theoretlcal, hlgtorical
or analytical tllfferelrces lnslerd of baslng Judge'
ment on livlng political and class struggle actlons.

thinker
(k) lt


