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For security reasons this IB must be held only by NC members, who should
distribute copies to other comrades and collect them back in when the
comrades have had a chance to study them.

RESOLUTIONS PUT TO N.C. 9/10.10.82

Cunliffe

Kinnell * A
Carolan o
Kendall

Parsons amendments to Kendall resolution

Carolan amendment to Carolan resclution

Hill amendments to Carolan resolution

* There was an amendment to the Kinnell resolution from Hunt - to delete "being
aware that this involves selling a few copies of T, and replace by "using our
paper". This amendment is accepted by Kinnell,

NATIONAL COMMITTEE DECISIONS 18/19.9.82
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RESOLUTION —~ CAROLAN

The decision of the LP conference on the register and the right wing majority
elected to the NEC have laid thc basis for a sweeping purge in the LP. The issue
now before the right wing is whether they can carry it out.

There is good reason %o think that we can stop them and minimise the purge.
The actual ine-up in the unions whose block vote ensured the Right's victory is
not solidly for a full-scale purge; the CLPs, which will have to carry out any
purge, voted 80% against the register and voted hard left for the NEC; the right
wing itself wants to win the next election and therefore has a keen self-interest
in not purging the party to the extent that it goes into the next election gutted;
and a thorough purge of Militant alone would probably gut the party.

For these reasons we can hope to stop the purge and limit expulsions to
perhaps half a dozen, or a couple of dozen, members of Militant, A farm line
by the CLPs of opposition to any and all expulsion of socialists, and resistance
for as long as necessary and by every means necessary, will make the cost of a
full-scale, or even a large-scale, purge prohibitively high for the NEC.

We must therefore focus our efforts on msisting the purge all the way, to
the point of having CLPs disaffiliated and 'disbanded', and on attempting to unite
the broadest forces of the Left to coordinate this resistance. What happens next
is still an open question. Struggle will decidej and we ‘can te central to that
struggle.

The register is a mechanism of witch-hunt and purge aimed specifically, for
now, against Militant. We must stand by Militant and argue against any grouping in
the LP registering and thus helping the NEC to isolate and purge Militant. The
principle for us is to resist the witch-hunt and expulsions, and right now that
means resisting the rcgister.

We need also to assess the prospects for the immediate period ahead and work
out some rough lines of guidanoce for how .Marxists should relate to the LP in the
new situation created by the decisions of Blackpool. :

Given the Right's control of the organisational commanding heights of the
party, it is certain that they will mve to cut out a more or less large chunk
of the Militant hard core from the party. Militant's declared willingness to go
quietly, accepting expulsions under protest and not taking resistance to the
point of forecing the NEC to disband CLPs, makes it virtually cortain that there
will be expulsions. Militant's attitude is likely to encourage the NEC to enlarge
the purge. :

It is most likely that the forcds of the broader Left will comply with the
register in the next few months, perhaps at a 'decent interval'! after thepurge of
the Militant EB and others. The LCC has reversed itself and now cpposes the
register, perhaps in alarm at the strength of the right wing backlash. Nevertheless
it is most likely that the register will become established as the norm governing
the affairs of the Labour Party, and that the groups like LCC, CLPD etc will
register or be registered by Mortimer.

We must fizht against this happening with all our strength and ingenuity.
The probability of success is very low, however, Most of the leftists see the
struggle now as focusing on the resistance to expulsions, and the argument that
we must accept the register as a democratic conference decision is being shown
to have a great power on the softer Left, despite alarm at the right wing takeover
of the NEC. :

What attitude should co-thinkers in the LP adopt if or when the struggle
against the establishment of the register subsides, and the register is firmly in
place? The options are these: to regard the register as a question of principle,
and therefore slide towards an acceptance of being automatically outlawed in the
LP as and if the register is established. Or to resist the register, but if the
resistance is defeated to attempt to comply with it and to gain registration as a
means of coming to terms with the conditions of existence in the LP after Blackpools
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’—_ The first choice would be wrong for a number of reasonse The register is not
a principle. The principle is to resist and fight the purge, and to stay in the
fight within the mass political party of .the British labour movement.

There is no reason to believe that the Left in the LP is smashed; on the
contrary, it displayed tremendous strength at the conference - our weakness was
in the unions. All the pressures of capitalist crisis and reformist bankruptcy
which we have identified as generating tlie convulsions in the LP will continue and
intensify. Even should the LP left subside between now and the election, it will
be forced to resume the struggle either against a new right wing Labour government
or in face of a new defeat., It will resume the struggle on the basis of the
experience of defeat at Blackpool by the block vote, and therefore the conditions
exist for turning many of them also to our work in the unions. We must avoid
getting isolated from that Left, and meke the tactical and organisational ad just—
ments necessary to survive.

In addition there is — it can be said dogmatically - no prospect for an
independent revolutionary tendency in the next period competing with the LP. The
crisis of the SWP is no accident. Labour is the mass alternative to the Tories;
Labour will appear with a left and radical face (in broad labour movement terms)
in the period ahead,

The presently active core of the forces that will make the revolutionary
party of the future is now in the LP Left and the trede union Left. Our commitment
to united front work, and to work to organise the broadest forces of that Left,
to link both the LP and the union Left (and both with the specially sppressed ), must
Yemain central to the League. Our commitment to building the revolutionary party
~ the League -~ in the existing labour movement rules out passively accepting that
Marxists in the LP should slide into automatically being out lawed.

e

The alternative is ~ %o fight the register until it is established (if
eventually it is) and Militant's hard core is purged, and then go with groups
like CLPD, LCC etc if they register., We should eppose the registration of the
CLPD at its December conference, but in general it is unlikely that the Marxists
can shape what happens. As a rough rule of thumb I suggest that we use the CLPD
as a weathervane, and advise co-thinkers in the LP %o register (or attempt to
register) at the point that it does, or is automatically registered whether it
applies or not,.

e ~ The only matter of principle here is that we do not do this if by doing it

we are ratting on Militant and making it easier to purge them, In general revolu—
tionaries boycott a Parliament, or the register, so long as there is a chance of
breaking, overthrowing, or sidetracking it; if that is not possible, then the revo—
lutionaries have to find,ways of working for their politics within the structures
that we are not yet strong emough to overthrow,

It is impossible to anticipate preciéely the future sequences and interactions
of events. The above is intended as a crude outline of our approach. When and if
we advise registration will have to'be a matter of precise and concrete assessmente

e It is improbable that the Marxists will be acceptable on the register.(though
\it is not impossible — that too will depend to some extent on the combativity of
the Left and its success or otherwise in limiting the purge). Irrespective of

that, however, it is important that they apply to register if the conditions require
it as above. If they are refused they can campaign among the broad Left on the
matter. It will make the difference between fighting every inch of the way against
their exclusion, thus protecting their majer forces, and passively accepting
exclusion. Politically for the Marxists it means a commitment to continue the
orientation to the mass political party of the class, a commitment to attempting

o find means of continuing to organise the broad Left (for example, in a campaign
hgainst outlawing the Merxists).

In the event that the Marxists are outlawed by whatever process,‘my proposal
would be that the Marxists maintain the paper and its organisation as at present
and also seek alliances ts create a new publication that can play the role of
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(vleft wing organiser that the presemt paper has played at its best. In general
E\they must create alternative means of continuing their work (as in Kinnell's

. { resvlution, ete.) This would obviously be a transitional phase of our work. At

a certain point, after the election perhaps, we would have o assess where we are
égj and perhaps rationalise publicationsa

RESOLUTION ~ KENDALL. plus AMENDMENTS n.PARSONS

We reaffirm:

a) The League considers the work of building a revolufionary party as ifs primary
task. :
AMINDMENT: The League.exists in order te build a revolutionary
party.

b) This can only be done in line with the needs and development of the class

struggle and cannot in any sense be counterposal to it, as sectarian Marxists dounter-
posed it over the decades. " .

~¢) Therefore the party will be built within the existing labour movement while
maintaining its political, ideological and organisational autonomys To waver from
this is to court diraster. To attempt to counterpose any other conception of the
party is to ignore the lessons of the last 20 years and to collapse into an SWP
conception which sees the labour movement being built anew from the ground upe

d) Our basic task, the prequisite for the party, is to reorientate; politically re-—
educate and reorganise the existing labour mevement., The struggle in the political
wing of the movement, the LP, remains with the fight in the uvnions the central
terrain for this struggle. Therefore we reaffirm the centrality of the LP for the
foreseeable peried ahead in the work of building the revolutionary party. The forces
that will build that party are in the existing movement, the reformist workers an
in the TUs and LP who want to fights They will be forced te rethink their peolitiocal
ideas because of the orisis of capitalism and the bankruptey ef both right and

left reformism, which is leading to the break-up of Labourisma.

Fresh forces, women, blacks and gays will be won to the revolutionary party
on the basis of our core activity in the pelitical and industrial wings eof the
labour movement, and won te our perspectives for removating ite

AMENDMENT: replace this sentence by: Fresh forces, youth, women,
blacke and gays, will be won te the revolutionary party on the
basis eof our programme and more orucially to sur struggle to
implement that programme. Central to our programme is the
orientation to both the political and industrial wings ef the
the labour movement.

Here and now the loyalty of the olass to its own erganisations has been proved,
‘the development of the class struggle has taken the line of transforming end re-
organising rather than establishing new organisations. It is by basing ourselves
on that that we will unify the working class and those doubly oppressed in society
as it is that victory which provides the prerequisite for scialisme :

On the industrial front, the betrayal of ASLEF, the failure of the bureau-—
cracy to lead an adequate struggle in the NHS dispute, has meant that these leaders
are being throws ints sharp relief for many militants. The upturn in the industrial
struggle and the decision cf the SWP to turn its back on these developments puts
us in a pivotal position to recruit industrial workers to the WSL now and lay
the basis for a rank and file movement in the period ahead, These militants have
to be won to the perspective of transfarming the labour movement as outlined abeve,
This necessaryly includes the need to link, via the reveclutionary party, the TU
struggle with the LP and the fight of those dsubly oppressed,

The work of the broad paper over the last 4 years has been exemplary here
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and will serve as our model in the LP and TU movement Tor the foreseeable future.

For this period revolutionaries must stay with the left wing te« help it evolve, to
link together the different strands of militancy, to politically develop them and

strengthen them organisationally for the fighte

AMENDMENT: Add: To the extent that we fail to
demonstrate the possikility of reflecting in the
mass organisations the aspirations of those hitherto
ignored ky the organised movement, we will fail to
mobilise the vast forces which can be a catalyst for
the transformation which we seek., Moreover, the

. isolated and sporadic mobilisations of the super-
oppressed layers will never find consistent and
organised forms, will be dissipated, and the con-
sequent divisions in the mass movement as a whole
will have disastrous results.

e) The League will fight to defeat right and soft left attempts t5 exclude us

from the political wing of the labour movement and from the pelitical process in
which the future of the labour movement is being decided. To that end we will adopt
Lenin's advice in Left Wing Communism and adopt the subterfuge and evasive action
to avoid such a dangerous exclusion, Concretely that will mean adepting the organ-—
isational form of cur work when and where necessary. We will also resist any sectar—
jan tendencies — it is probably inevitable that they will develor in our own ranks —
to 'go out with a bang', banners flying, declaring the reveclutiorary party. As
comrade Booth put it, that is to throw in the towel with a good consoling emblem
emblazoned on it. The working class in Britain, hiough they are unaware of it, have
had ten years of Marxists giving up on them and viewing their struggles from the
sidelines rather than fighting them. For the League, the serious work of building
the nucleus of the revelutionary party is found in the labour movement as it is
today, and in no sense can we afford to turn our backs on that movement and the
struggle now going on.

AMENDMENTS TO RESQLUTION FROM CAROLAN.

1e From Carolane. p.2, first paragraphe Add "now" between 'fight' and
'within' (line 3),

2+ From Hille * pe1, para 8, Second sentence. Delete freversed itself and

now opposes the register'! and insert "now openly calls on CLPs to refuse
expulsions®,

* pe2y para 5. Delete all after 'the registration of the CLPD's

Insert "at its January conference, but assessed coldly it is unlikely that we
will win."

* De2, para 6, First senctence. Delete 'this'!, insert "attempt

tQ register". After 'purge them! add "or ratting on the possibility of areal
fight against the register,"
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE DECISIONS SEPTEMEER 18-19

1: NHS DISPUTE AND SEFTENMBER 22

1e¢ All comrades should strike on the 22nd unless by doing so they lay themselves
open to victimisation. Our comrades should be in the forefront of arguing for golid—
arity action in their workplaces. Those who .camnot strike should take a bank holiday/
lieu day etc if possible.
2. All branch organisers should be phoned and asked to discuss the work they intend to
do on the 22nd with either Hill or Levy. Guidelines for branches: London - All
comrades to join local picket 1ines/flying pickets in the morning, then go to the
national demo. Midlands — There should be a division of labour between the local
picket lines/fallies depending of course on local circumstances. All coaches/frains
40 London to be covered with paper sellers where possible, Far nqrth/Scotland - COn=—
rades to concentrate on local action with paper sellers on the trains only.
3. There must be a very big drive to sell the paper and HWFC in particular. Not only
must comrades sell HWFC energetically but we must also ask for names and addresses,
get contacts. (There is no need for reticence here as most health workers respond
extremely well given some explanation of what HWFC is and is trying to do). All com—
rades should teke and sell at least 20 bulletins. Local rallies/demos should be cover—
ed as well as trains and coaches.
4. Comrades should organise public meetings wherever possible with local health
workers speaking. These can be used to attract contactis.
5. All branches must nominate someone to make a written report of what happened in
their area/region on the 22nd, copies to be sent immediately to the paper and to the
editor of HWFC.
6. 4 real push must be made to get health workers to the next national meeting of
HWEFCa

Proposed: Chorley. Carried unanimously.

23 LABOUR PARTY

211 our comrades must be active in their TUs and Labour Party against the witoch—
hunt.

This means: (i) Raising the issue of non cooperation with the register in every
TU and LP branch where we have members or supporters,

(ii) Wherever possible, being delegated %o the conference organised by Hackney
North and Stoke Newington CLP for October 30.

This conference must be given maximum priority by the organisation, and a model
resclution should be ciroculated as soon as possible after LP conference for comrades
to raise in their TUs and sympathisers to raise in their LPs.

We should also urgently get affiliations to, and individual membership by
gympathisers in the LP, of CLPDa

Proposed: Gunther. Carried unanimouslye.

3z DAT AND SARAH S.

Thig NC votes against upholding the proposal from Manchester branch to expel two
comrades who are leaving the country. We wish to stress that we do not see this as
2 suub to the branch leadership.

We regard the proposal as entirely legitimabe but have decided to ‘take Dai
and Sarah's declared commitment to the movement at its face wvalue.

The EC will draw up an outline plan for their political work and monitor its
implementation rigorouslys

We reiterate the general policy that 2ll comrades must refer to their local
branch when considering (a) a change of job, (b) a move from one town to another,
{¢) a holiday.

We censure the comrades for failing adequately to discuss their "intended move
with the branch and national leadership.

Proposed: Parsons (with amendment from Collins). Carried by 14 votes to 6
with 4 abstentions.
43 OXFORD RE-ADMISSIONS

That the Oxford comrades recently readmitted to the League be readmitted initially
ag candidate members.
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Proposed: EC. Carried by 14 votes to 8 with 2 abstentions.

(Note: It was made clear in the discussion that the proposal was that readmitted
former members should generally come back in initially as candidate members, and
that the same principle would apply e.g. t0 Kate W in Birmingham and Mark A in
Hacknéy/Haringey).

5: CONFERENCE

That the conference be put back from the November schedule. Details to be decided at
the next NC.

Proposed: EC. Carried by 19 votes to 4.

6: FREEZE ON FALKLANDS/MALVINAS DISCUSSION

In accordance with clause 6(x) of the Constitution, the NC declares discussion on
the Falklands/Malvinas issue closed until the opening of the regular pre—conference
period. This means that the Internal Bulletin is closed to contributions and time in
internal WSL meetings should not be given over to the issue, Individual conversations
etce obviously do not come under this prohibition. Nor would discussion-type articles
on scientific issues such as imperialism and self-determination. The NC calls on all
members to focus their attention in the coming months on the constructive work of the
organisation, turning outwards especially to the industrial battles current and
upcoming (NHS, miners, BL) and the fight against the witch-hunt in the LP.

Froposed: EC. Carried by 14 votes to 4 with 2 abstentions.

(Note: Clause 6(x) of the constitution reads - "The NC has the right to structure
discussion within the League so that meximum political clarity may be attained. The
NC may stop debate on an issue, but only after full discussion has led to a decision.
Under no eircumstances does this override the right of the membership to hold the NC
to account at conference". There was some discussion at the EC and the NC about
interpretation of the above resolution, and it was agreed that there was no point in
attempting legalistic precision and in cases of doubt we should be liberal).

7: FINANCE

This NC notes the large deficit on the Summer School, which demands immediate and
urgent action. Since to raise the amount (£1,600%) from our own members exclusively
would require a levy of £8 per member, it is obvious that fund-raising outside the
movement must be our first step. Accordingly this NC instructs the branches/arcas
ligted below to hold fund-raising jumble or book sales within the next month, with
a target sum of £80, the profits of which are to be forwarded to the Centre towards
the £1,600 sum. And we call upon other branches and members to undertake fund—
raising activity. Once this has been done, the NC authorises the EC to raise a levy
of members to cover any further outstanding amount on the Summer School. The OC
should nominate a full-time comrade to ensure that these decisions are carried out.

Branches/areas: Glasgow, Edinburgh, Durham, Bradford, Manchester, Liverpool, Wallasey,
Nottingham, Leciester, Birmingham, Coventry, Oxford, Cardiff, Basingstoke, E.London,
Lambeth/Southwark, S.W.London, Camden, Islington, Hackney/ﬁaringey.

(* £1,600 is the excess of the summer school bill over what we had budgeted for.

The NC also decided that the EC should conduct an inquiry into the school accounts and

budgeting). " . X
_ Proposed: Cunliffe. Carried unanimously.

8: I .I'I.Gu

1e A briefing on.the IMG should be circulated to members* with a request for informa-—
tion from local contacts to be sent in.

2. A comrade from the OC should be delegated to cemtralise work in relation to
the IMG.

3. Production of the TILC pamphlet on the SWP and permanent revolution should
be speeded upe.

4« Branches should seek local debates with the IMG where possible.

(* This briefing — on the crisis in the IMG over their poliey in Britain and on Cuba
etce — was ciroculated at the NC). Proposed: EC. Carried unanimously.



NATIONAL COMMITTEZ 19,982

Present: Carolan, Chor1ey COllinu’ Cunliffe, Fraser, Gardiner,
Grassac, Gunther, Hill, Hunt, James, Johnson, Xeith,
Yendall, Hinnell, Levy, Lewis, Maédo ,-Norrow, Noonan, Oliver,
farsons, ”heeler, "hettling, ”olf

Apologies: Smith, Jones, Parkinson, Armstrong, Stevenson, Hotchkiss,

Booth, Jagger, Plvgot raven

Apolopies for parts of meeting: Graseac Horrow, "heeler, Cunliffe,
{innell, James, Thettling, Cliver. :

Abgent without apolo ies: Harding, HMarrison, Macdouglas, McYicar,

Matthews, FPearson, xictOn, 8t John -

1. SEPTENBER 22

Discussion, Proposal‘ “111/Levy/"borley. Agreed unanimously (see
list of VC decisions).

2. NC PREPARATIOCNS

Gunther: all comrades nust be notified of time and place at least 2
weeks before the meeting.

Carried, 10 votes to 5. Xeith: Does this mean that any NC not satisfying
these condltions is invalid? Awreed that it did not.

Parsons: what about discussion on RVL? Agreed that it would be at
next NC, |

3, LABOUR PARTY

Zendall: moved a resolution - to be voted on at October meetingi
Gunther: resolution on October 30 conference, Carried unanimouslyZ
Qi NETSLINE SLANDER CAMPAIGN

Report from Cunliffe and discussion.

Pargons: e should sue the Oxford Mail,

Morrow: Should press for Oxford TC to set up é M inguiry.

Levy: Should do a circular to nembers,

Keith: Should do a stateneént for the left press.

55 DAI ANMD SARAE S.

Chorley: moved Manchester branch notion for expulsion on grounds of
moving out of country without adeguate consultation.

Parsons: motion {as on list of NC decigions, bar iast para)@
Collins: addition tc Parsons motion (i.e. last para as printed).
llanchester motion defeated, 9 for s 13 againsgt, 1 abﬂt

Collins amsndment carried, 19 for, O against, 4 abst,

Parsons motion as anended, carried, 14 for, & against, 4 abst.

Keith: "Should cds D and S move to Germany, this MNC believes they will
be putting themselves outside the organisation. The 7SL should in this
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cagse naintain closest relations with then, but w111 not view them as
members", Ruled out of order. :

6: LABOUR PARTY

Gunther and Morrow put rival regsolutions,
Gardiner: Postnone discussion to October 3%
Carried, 1 vote against, 4 abst.

7. OXFORD READMISSIONS

Hill: moved EC recommendation that Todd, Ann M, Mary W be readmitted
initially as candidate members,

Carried, 1k for, 8 against, 2 abst,

2. CONFERENCE

EC proposal: to postpone conference to MNew Year.,

Parsons amendnent: to decide date at next FC,

“heeler anendment: toc open pre-conference period immediatelyi
Parsons amendment carried, 11 for, 4 against, & abst,

EC resolution carried as amended, 19 for, 4 against 0 abst,
“heeler anendment: agreed that it would be referred to October NC

8. SPECIAL CONFERENCE

Kinnell: motion to freeze discussion.

Carried, 14 for, 4 against, 2 abst.

9. FINANCE

Cunliffe: motion on fund-raising for surmer school deficitf

Carried, 1 against.

Levy® EC should investigate summer school budgetﬁ

Parsonsﬁ Accounts of summer school should be circulated;
A pmeter should be installed on centre phone.

10, I M,G] '

ZC: motion, Carried unanimouslyi

11, INTERNATIONAL TORK

Brief report from Cunliffe:
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MATIONAL COMMITTEE 19.9.82

Present: Carolan, Chorley, Collins, Cunliffe, Fraser, Gagdiner,
Grassac, Gunther, HTill, ,funt, Janes, Johnson, Xeith,
Kendall, Xinnell, Levy, Lewis, Maddo , Morrow, Noonan, Oliver,
Parsons, "heeler, "hettling, Tolf,

Apologiest Smith, Jones, Parlkinson, Amstrong, Stevenson, Hotchkiss,
Booth, Jagger, Piggot, fraven ,

Apologies for parts of meeting: Grassac, lMorrow, Theeler, Cunliffe,
Kinnell, James, Thettling, OCliver,

Absent without apologies: Harding, Marrison, Macdouglas, lMcVicar,
Matthews, Fearson, Picton,; Bt John

1. SEPTEMBER 29

Discussion, Proposal: Hill/Levy/Chorley, Agreed unanimously (see
list of YC decisions).,

2, NC PREPARATIONS

Gunther: all comrades mugt be notified of time and place at least 2
weeks before the meeting, :

Carried, 10 votes to 5. Xeith: Does this mean that any NC not satisfying

these conditions is invalid? Agreed that it did not,

Parsons: what about discussion on RVL? Agreed that it would be at
neXt NC °

3., LABOUR PARTY

Hendall: moved a resolution - to be voted on at October meeting:
Gunther: resolution on October 30 conference, Carried unanimously:
4, NETSLINE SLANDER CAMPAIGN

Report from Cunliffe and discussion.

Parsons: e should sue the Oxford Mail,

Morrow: Should press for Oxford TC to set up a LM inauiry,

Levy: Should do a circular to nmembers.

Keith: Should do a statement for the left press.,

5% DAI AMD SARAE S,

Chorley: moved Manchester branch motion for expulsion on grounds of
moving out of country without adequate consultation.

Parsons: motion (as on 1list of NC decisions, bar last para).
Collins: addition to Parsons motion (1293 last para as printeq).
Manchester motion defeated, 9 for , 13 against, 1 abst,

Collins amsndment carried, 19 for, O against, 4 abst,
Parsons motion as anended, carried, 1% for, 6 against, 4 abst,

Xeith: "Should cds D and S move to Germany, this NC believes they will
be putting shemselves outside the organisa%ion; The SL should in this






