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llhie contrli-,ution to the Mnl-vl.nas flecusslon arises lut of the crntrlbu-
tloo f p:leparcd ft thc dcLate at the sunt;er schocl. OwiDfi to the agreod
dJ'vlElcn of 6pea.klni' timer I wae nct able to inclurle a)}. tho points I woulal
llke to havo uacle eithcr 1n thc prcscntatioo or the replyr f have therefore
set then out here.

Itlrst IrtI makc a rathcr peripheral point on the wcrld Trotekylst Eovenent.
The obeervatior hy the minorlty that the uaJ lty cnnr':CeE sh'-)uld thlnlr
serioualy 'about the iscLatlcn thclr poslticns place us 1u wlthin the world
ncromont has roct with thc an6wer: rllt i8 nct nccegscrily Yrcnc tc bo ieolatodrl.
Or, r{gu have bccn lEclated 'Dcfore, e.6. Afchanistantt. lhle hrrryever doee not
resoLvo the problcm eincc thle situati -jn is qulte <iifferent. Af6hanlstan
was acontcntlous issuc whtch not only initl.alJ.y s.rlit the world mcvcncnt,
but crcated nincrity drxupG in virtually every novcnent. Thc ualvinaa war in
contraEt Ls a rcrativcly sini:l.r issue for thcse re8iardinii thcrdselvea aE a
part of thc Trctskylst traditl.rin. It lnvolvec principloE weII e6tallllBhed Ln
the ltterature and tradlticns ,'f our noveDDnt. Thereforo Ar8entlna and defen-
clgm wa6 aLnoet innedlatcly ancl elmoet universally edoptecl, not only Ly thc
varioue novencnts but norc or leee unaJrimsusly *ithin then' /\8 far as wc can
Eleei nc natlona,L or intornatlonal 6roupin6 has a signlficnut Einorltyr or
any minorlty at all, prosBlnc for ArJctt.',e dcfcatisn. ?hc cnJ.y people rho
have sucb a pooitionr epart from thc llSl,r fa1I brcedly into two trrditlone -
the.ultra lcftsr such as thc Spartsr and thc v"trious etatc capitaliet
groupln66 arounil thc wcrlcl (the eitlnlficance of which f will refcr to latef).

Soccndlyr bcfcrc I Lc61n to ar6uo the r.rain pcint of thls docunent, lct no
ropeat scne conraon .lround a6 to the i;eneral princil>Ie of rcvoluticnary
clefcatien - which still tcems tc t,e causing: cxfusicn. fhis 1s that rcvolu-
tion,ary dcfcntian a1:pIies ffrrontl Ln an iDlperiallst country aa a$aln6t
couDtry
alwayE
whother

oDpre6Bcd.
for the rle

by inper
feat of th

Bn. 11an funpcriaLiet ccuntry, Trotsllyieta aro
cir own rullaa cLaE6 1n any war at any ttne,

hcrrs tasii fcrcc tc tho South

ainst a rlva1 inpcrialist i:ower, a 6cnl colony or a
workers I statc. Thls le not the c..se t/ith an ini:crialist-oppreE6ed country.

SGs and contradictlcne in the resoluti n
e time6 the caclerehlp of thc iYSt

that war ie a.,:

Thorc it ls oftcn ncccssr.ry to stencl. rvith such c country in a war with an
lnpcrla1lEt pofcr - despito thc nnturc of it8 rci;imc. This ls thc only polnt
wc wcre try1n6 to Bakc wlth the much nalli;nccl quctcs fron Trotsky.

vo sr.icl a numbcr o
wa6 yery 61ov, to relct to thc dispatch of That
Atlantic. Thrcc wccks oftcr it h.a.d Lcen scnt,

?
c
the ma,jorlty on thc EC. etlll

rofuEcd to ta.kc lt eerlcuely and 6till reJardcd tho lrJEt likoly actlon as
sklt.nlBhlnii to l::rck up diplcnatj,c prcasure. ft j.6 nJw plaln that this wae not
a nattcr oi a poor as6c6ancnt, l.ut a reflection of the politics of tbc cuEent
EaJority lcadership in rolationGhlp to ir i)crialisn - whlch 16 alwayB to ecek
to play clowD itB ro1c. Othcr ncvoncnts r;ilardini'i themeblvcs as part of the 

.

frolefifist trarlitlon wcre aLlc to ir,rmc{iatcly adopt posltlons which at loa6t
canc to 6rlpe with thc rca1ttics cf tho Eituaticn.

PO. as ycu can scc frcm thc article tn thls IB transLatcd frcDr the
caftoilat of their paper, hrd rlevellopcd a poeitlon .anrl putLished lt :ilgJg
after thc Galtterl lnvaelon. The l?sl, lcaderdriir dld nct even acricualy
dlecuee it for noarly , uccks latcr.

The Eastcr 1IILC ueetlnit f-orccd u6 to beilin to cltecuss it Einco thc cthcr
ecctions 1ne1stcC. thqt Lt be na(!.c a maJ* iteu on thc aUcndtr. Our lack of
prcvbus .f16cua6lcn ruadc lt rlif ficult fcr us to cpcrlte as a dclo5ation at-that ureotin6. '.,{e h.rd to dove}op rur owD positicn as e i{Sf, lcadershlp 1[hll6t
at the seno tino .JiscusslnS the ieeue with thc other Grcups rl,ho rtIgro xcuch

better pieparetl. I wqnt, horvcvcr, to lefcr tc our deleSatJ.on dlecuesions antl



?.
thc rusultin,; TILC rc.solutiln slncc thoy havri.:.n iril;-rrts.nt l'carinl ]n t:;r'layEs
clel-ate. Fr;m thc ou.tsct our :l.c1c1;eticn w3.s L'.lruc:l cn tivr 1::ints: 1) Th,rt tirc'
Galticri inve.si:n of thc i,lnlvinas yiis a rcrctir;nary i-nvnsillr sincc its a1 ..

was the crnteinr:icnt cf thc Ari:cntine workin,. cI:ss. 2) Tir^.t oi:pcsition to the
war wns thc on-Ly j)ossille prl-icy t,r,rri,rirt in llrit::rin (wc ero of courae still
agrccd cn thccrc t\i/o ;-roin;s) , Thcre wcrc tv,rit othcr i:li:ris, ir -,urcvcr, on whi-ch
thore was clntrovcrny, altirou; h wc cvcntually a,'.r.ucr, on c:npr:mise f,:rmula-
ti-ons. Thcse vlc'rc I) Scl-f-'-lctiri:titrnti.ln f:r thc Fa1i<f inilcrs ani 2) U]hcn ancl
unclcr t'rhat crnditinns wou1rl rT c .lc f cn:l lir',.c:'itlns.?

Thesc conproniscs, which crntaincd- thc sooils irf cur future iliff-'rcnces on
the Ma1vinas, vlorc rtchicvccl 1n v..lri,:us i.':rys. Tit.: c;mi;roi:risu cf sclf-dleterninr.-
ti,cn was rchicvcrl l-ry n:vin6 it fron ths'first pual;rai:h, irhich it cccul:ir.rrl in
corirad.o Kinncl-lts first clrrftr t;.r lorrcr anrl, luss si,,lnificrnt;:ositi.:n (al-
th':u6h it i-s clcar thcrc vlns n3 real :rgrc.;ncnt).

thc coni:ronllse as tc whcn:.nc'i unil"or wh.et ctn:litions lvc'i';ulti ri,=fcnd
iir;;c;ntina a;:.inst Erit:.in was -c:.ched aftcr quite a sharl; discussicn. It
resultecl in the fareous scntbnde vrith vrhi-ch everyone is not'r far too f:miliear:
ttWhllc rccof.ini6in6; tirat the prcscnt conflict ls r,lstrictcc1 to thc F11k1euCs
issue, in the cvent of a full-. scale war l-,etween Brits-in ancl /,irgt;ntina wc w,lul-cl
,'re uncquivccally for thc ,:lefcnce of l:ri;cntinarr.

Since this clausc ir.. 1:nportant t,t thc prcs,;nt d.ci-atc, I urc,nt tc focus cn it
for .a noi,':ent. It cont,rins two i,r.:l-:l<rns which wcrc so:rn t.-' ,JracrIu in ful-1
forcc. Thc first ;;rei-lcn was that tho cl-ausc thr'at.,nccl tr', fa1I apart as socn
as thc llolitical and, iri-li-tary si-tuation i:icn:u,.lcd c.n inter.:rct:rtirn as t,: what
c-:ndtj.tutec'l an tta.ll cut vrartr, an,1 cvcn rn,)ru crucii:r11y - utriler viir,r.t concliticns
w,ruld the iryar co?.sc t,: l:c sin;:Iy a trF lklands issuetr.

fhc sec:n.,1 .orrl1-lcm 1t c':ntlinccl was rn assui:Ipticn rn thc nrturc of Lrgcng
tina rryhich l:,ccai:re an roiar.ins i.ln unrcsol.Jccl c:ntracLictir,'n in thc i'-raj:r'ity
casc. This c -rracs r)ut cf thc, clruse callini'l f rr tho c'Lcfr.,,nce of iri.,lentj-na under
c<;rtain ccnclitl.:ns. Eo qi.cfond ,lr1-"entlua uncicr :rny c-,nilj-ti:ns J-rlplics that
Art;entina is s:mcthrnll: qualit.et,ivcly cl-iffcrcilt Brit'iin, i.u. a ccuntry
gj.lg95rre.J, ,1:y 1n;.:urialism. This vlcl'{ sharply c--.nflicts v,rith thc cvcral_I vic'tr
ffi-B,'rj:rityccnradcspr.:ject;nirnpcrie1isr:i(uirichisinffi,rpcst
iroircrialien theory) which vr:u1d in my vle!,"' ;:rccludlc thc c-jnr\,aclos ever
suirpcrtini.: en 3:lpres6cC c,>untry a:;rinst ira-lcrialisiir tnrhatcvcr thc ;lrccise
ccndi-ti.:ns. This c --,ntr.L.Jicti --rn, es f vrilI s1:. :';r in r:i:-)rc ll-u-tai1 1r.tcr, has 1cc'l
the riraj;rity comralies int,> c;nfusi'.;n 1n thcir (.li)Bul:1unts..)vcr tirc nature of
.lrr[:cE,ina. (In fact it should nr;t havc bccrr ncccssr.ry tc rle]-ratc thc natur<] of
.tr6lcntine once it was oiireuil tha.t Ar.;cntina could i:c rlcfenclcc'l utrcl.cr certein
condj-tions) .

Two dif,fcrcnt st1.q!_1ni: it i!r!s
Ccriraclc C says in fB p, ;:a.;c 2: rrThcre j- S' :f clurgLl n.-l gcttin,; ,ew:.y frOn

the f.:lct that whntevcr thc cfrruct ri.arlin..:f thc TILC rosclutionr wc ncvl
have ln the iiiSl tvro raclically cU-ffcrcnt intcrl;retati:ns of itrr.

This r,vas ccrtainly truc. But what niakcs thcsc tvrr:liffcront i-nt,crprc'taticns
si: i-nitortant. is that thcy ni:.rk the;:i-$t cf llivcr.;cncc. Thcy dcfinc in the
clcai'cst rr:i:ry thc ti'r,,. ciiffcrcnt startln.'points, of tire naj:rity antl tirinority,
fron v.rhieh fl:vus their clif forent analysis cf the vrrr.

The nain.lilvision of lirini3rl c.:lrlc cvi-ar the first put of thc clause' tttihilet
rec rltni-sj-n,: that thc ;:rcscnt c'.rnflict is crnf in*: c'. tc t,hc Falk1anrl issue[.

Thc l:,asis :f the :irajority cese is that, clcs;:i-tc thu iLisi:atch cf th,, fl-cet
anr:[ the start of ti:e wirr thc r:.rar reira1-nccl entirely c',nfincc'l to thc trFalklanC
issuctr. Comrailc C. put ii this w:r.y in fB 9: rrBcth;rlitic,'.11y nncl i:rilitarily
the vrar has rcriain,cl strictly - Dne r:rii;ht.aIi.rost s.:rir sur-:ica1Xl, - c:;nfincd
tc thc Falklancl'issucrr.

!



' Holvevor
1loint, that
Begin felt
Tha.tcher co
60 rniles ,-v,r

ability ,r f

3.
i'Je trcc:i to .Io:ir at tiiuse drf f crcnt. startirlyl ;;oints in Llorc clct:ril.
i:iinorit startin

the ncrlty, Tha chorrs ilucision to ,o tc w.ir narlc the internatirnalension thc kcy factor" Frr frrn Lcin3 a tlFalklancls issuett, thr-, w.rr hacLbccone a vrrrl cl

of irep
issuc rf consicleral:'Ie impcrtance. Thatchcrte decisi_cn had uadei-t a war eri.'ilist authi'r'i'ty. rnircrialisn vroulcl ncw use it to tr ytorce stal:Ii sh i,ts atility to use e military oi:tlon erounci thc worlcl whi ch ithad lcst tc such a scrious fls:;rce in victnam anir. sincc. rt vroul:l use tt todeninstratc its a 'L.ility to cr,.ck ths. whi il and ;rrkc the ollpressuci. nati rns jui:rL':ack into 1ine. I n other v.rcrc'lse G. 1ti cri t s t:love hacl chani;cc1 froil .en invaslcnwith rcacti onary ai-ins intc a r,vrr t,ct';'ucn a.n inpcrialist 1;olvcr rn.l an o i;1lre s s<l c'[nation. Its gg-Lcgre. rvoulrl. scriously a ffcct the. vrcrlcl pclitical situ:.ti CI1. iThatcher clefcat wculd l:'e a sorlcus e: thack fcr ii:t;,srj-'r}isr:r, whilst a Tlntcherctory vrcul-cl strenslthen imperinllsn al-I over the vucrlrl-. ft wculcl as we haves.:r d, altcr the l,alence of fcrces i:n n w,:rIcl Scale to the aCvanlage ofi-n1--,e3i11i 

"o "

- lhe naj:rlty stakecl a lct cn attackini; cur refcrence to na.wcrld batrrncecf forcesrt. Sor:tet'inres thcy have c'lenied ils existcnce at cthers they havecalled it ttintan,..il:1er, rtancrl:htusfr or ri rlicuIe,_i it.At cther tines they have eff ;ctivbly accel;tecl. cur i:oint, such es cJr1r:lc,-e crsacltrissi-on cn P,rr:e 20 of rB 9 th:it rh.:.tcherrs war was a factcr in the Leb,rnoninvasiln' rrNc rlcul-'t the war in thc south Atlantic vr&s a f,::,.ctor in when theIsrrelis lrunchecl thoj-r v/arrrr

ray.ch that quote unrierplays the sltuati,:n, it accelits the basicthe Malvinas war createcl an intt?rnationat sltunticn in whichh., ccufd launch a war of 6cn:cid.e aga:i:st the pelcsti_nlans. (rfttlil clefcncl her_intcrests gro00 mircs awny, he crulc rlefencl his
lI, hu slic1). f t crncedes ihat tl..rtcherrL'war has increase.1 thei-nlrcriaJ-isi:r tc use j_ts rni.1_itrry cirtion.

An anliivaien'u atti-turle to the strcn,,-.ths an,f we,:rkncrsses cf inperialisn ancllts ability tc euppli': opirosition. t,: its rule is a nentr.lity which can onlyrcally be prcjected frcn i-relatively safe F,:sitj_rn wiilrln one of thein 'erialist pcwers, anrr. a deter:linatian to ii;ncre the irrt""""iir""i"iiiiensicncf the conflict. seen fron the I'Ij-clclre Eastl central irnerica, scwetc 'rNa'ai-hia, the It i:Icl l;arance of class forcesil i-s a very tang;ible issue incleec.Libcration fi1;hte1s i3 s'.11vaclor know exactly how t.an11ibIy an imlrerj-aristvictcry anywhere in thc lvorlcl affects then. Irlor shoulcl tlese rrajority conraclesridiculc our reference tc a. ttti.1;ht situation in tenls of the worlcl L.alance offorcestt''fJe siuiJ1y uean that it is eosiiy shifteil one way cr the other at thepresent tine l:y wcrlcl evcnts, r,:aki-ni. Thaicher!6 war t:iorc clanl;crous, It scrae_tiiles seer,rs a s if the maj.-,ri[y co:.raCes fail to think in internaticnal tr.;rmsqt all, exccpt in the ,.,oit 6cneral way.

i=n fact, r failure to thj-nk in internatlcnal tcrns scerns tc i;e the only"'ijt'y to ex::Iain hcw the c,)nrail.es c3.n aiJprcciate thc ir::pcrtancc of asscssing:
II::^I", :li"i:nri: o,f fcrces on a. naticnal J.cvetr t:ut not an lnternarirnar
HIxi.;-,|;".;H'lt;;d;i}.o}"I:":ffit-ffi";:"i;:.,3;-*i.j;i'^t*f'*}rarar
i;overnnxcnt and the enploycrs. They wculrlnrt say that wa.s rrintangihlsrr..'r'Lnorlhousrtr th:-y wculc', say it is-very rcal anc very cLanllcrou-e. 1,hey wour6:'ccc3nise that the ability an,1 confidlnce of thc forio" to attack othersectiens of workers is strcnr:thonc{ I.y it. yet when we talk a}:out thestre::lrths an'-1 wsakncsscs cf i-lr;rori-a1is", 

-it 
is usecl as onc cf the reascn. tocall us MaolsL. Thatchcr nac.c her asscssr,rcnt. Hcr sur.innry of thc result cfIvnr v/iis: ttBrit.aj '-: Xrc:_lt ai.::tin*. She now hcacls a Llovcrntrcnt which has a newautthrity in the vr'--:rlr-1., vlhich can'r't as iir" cuttj-n:j erL6c for wcr1cl ir.:rerial_-j.sn. Sha has shr,.'1n ttrai nrilit.iuy Foy/er can l-.c usec.L.

This was hcw. the r:inority .Jefi-neC the vrar, hy vr[at it rciresentecliP.lilf-carlLt. Not i:y vrhc startcri it, ,:r v.rhyr'but what it pcliticalry t:ciane.



If thc Fall<l-enL'l isra-n,.ls r.rc nct sccn as ". c:;I:nial cncln.ve, hr'.'; do thc
ccnrarC.es c'xplain ,.tn:)chc.r lwkwa.rcL fact - that tilc Fall"lr.nclers do nct v,rant

ini.lcpencLencc, j-n fact woulri fi5ht ar:rinst it?

C,:loniseiL l:ccirlcs all- cvjr the wcrlih havc s1-'iJ.t rivers cf blc'-)c1 fil;htin,:
ft'rr incioi:enrlcnce, nut hcre is a tir,tuii in en official Britieir crlcny-wh: ffe
h--lstiIe L; it! The ansluer can enly l--c s;en in thcir r';Lc as a cil-oniaI
cng.Iave. Thc c.rlcnial enclaves r.ro a .'ra-rticulRr i:hencmcnln v,rithin irrperialisrl'
ffiffiu outposts of thc cm;iire dottcil a.roun,:i thc',vlrId at str:,til;ic.;,::ints.
Thc 1r:l;ulatiin is transpcrtlO- thcrc, acr,iiiinistcrcll as part'rf th,, in;lcrialist
c,;untry. !',rcvcn into its stru-cture. dxncr:rlly in cu1 turc an:L len;:u:1ilc thcy ar';
icr,entifi-eC lvith thc rnctrrpclis. They r.rt'pr)tcctcil hy its r::i-litary;)owcr. An:'L

v;hen thc i:e )irl os f,rn--ir vlh:n thc tcrritroy 1v3.s i:lun.Lcrc;'. in thc f irst place
raisc thc rlcir;,Lnci thrt they'i,rant it hack, the i:l;;criel-ists always i:rcd'uce the
senc ans$,,er - whcthcr it is tho Erlkl-.mcis Jr Gilr:ltar f:r iiri-trinr or
Gun-ntenamo rrr thc Panema c:.nal z)ne fcr thc USir - rrthu i'lc':p1c have thc ri,rht
to clccicle, thcy r,vant to rcnaj,n i;e.rt of us, enr.i wc will :icfi-'n''- thrt rilhtrr.

The r,rajtrity cot-iL-a..:r.es s'iy the F^1.'r1r.nclcrs aili)ress lll anw, Lr! that is nd-
f:-".Uy=ggrc. Tiloy erer;'r.n:.1. have l:;L'cn lrcrc sl in thc i-'ast, n' p:'rt ''rf a nsystcm

lcf crlonia.l cncla.ves uhich pla;r a partlcular r'r1c in thc ci.ri.tination ';f thc^
l".,rit*fi"i-rr"ifil i-:y ir.t, crirlisn. They ere tir;:.cf:re r .'art cf thc systcm 'lf
Lj-,-";;i;ii"t ex;;1cii".ti,_.,n. Thcir rii.hts sh rul.j nuvcr O.r:-ci,L:.ntiir.ir,.--scd to tite
litli.-tl'i-1-irro i.roc;:1cs :f ttre sci^ri-ccl:rnics nireinst ';',r-h.-rlt bhcy ir-rve l-'ccn uscc'i

by im;,crialisrn. (it rv,.rnlri n.:t l.:c rLera'ri;o6y t'; uri;c ^thc naj:rity c'-r'rrl'rcs tc
r I thj-nk atrtut this, :rn.i ?-Isc rvhy thelr own licti:a.ncr.s fnr^ scl-f-l'lr-;tclnln'lti "n sccii
l'. to centrc ,:n th'; ;;or;r1es of thc crlonial- cncli'res) '

It has alyLys Lcon a,t:..rt ff thi proCr-.tltie,-.f l'[arxisn no1 3nr-y t'l l:e fcr
the f rced;i:t rf c:rlcniaI ;ic:;"1csr 1:ut f -'r thc haniiir:' l:ack r-rf c:l-ctriel

I5f1clrves to the ;;or:,;l-es irrii ,,i,h'r thcy wcrc 1;1un'--'i:rcc1 (this cl''res n )t ncnn of
?t /;;;;""-trr^l w" "rrrpert every ection t,: this en.l a.ut.:i,tatic:rlLy, irresrrcctivc of
'.:l;;;-;;";;;t"r of lirc ,,r,rticl1r:' n,)vcr 1t tlc:rns sin:,rly that it is '-'rrt cf cur

[-9roi;ra::ne) '

4,
Thu ml jcri ty st:ir' ;ilr, ,;i:in L

Noyi letts fc lacr.< to t.[c strrtin,' .:olnt cf t.hr: "..jr11i-!gr 
i,rrtr'l tracc vulrerc .

it ]cr"l them. Th'ir insistcncc ti::t thc ur.r lL.iri:r.iitc i1 c'rrrflnu,:l tl thc ttl':ilklnn'is
issuctl wns not :rn ,lcci:l,cnt. It tv.rs ::rr:ivrrct- lt :'.s 3r i];ccss'i')I ;:rcconcllticn
necess'r,ry to cstal;l-ish th-rt tii:. i-rriii:.::y p:Iit,1-cul iicm:'.n:L of ti'rcir ;:csiti;n
was se'1 f-ci ctcrninnticn fcr thc F".l-itl r.n,:',urs. Thcy-i/crc d.oterninccl to cstablish
that as tho prli:1ftrf rlg11.ni1 -r, ai:.'i t]ircrcfrre cqur-.lIy '-'"ctcr':::iuc11 n'tt tr: allovl a
nunl-:cr cf awP-w:rrcl facts tc;'ict in thc vay. Likr--' thc f'.ct th.'r'r, the Falkl,rnils
arLr a ctlcnial cnclavc cf Britain. The cor;r.:i.lcs aro cithcr av':i.+in1:] such
awkwr.ircl facts or thcy hevc a scri;:us pr ; l ,I cn in tri c'i r l;asi c ,ic f initi.rns o f
the wcrld. (lijlnrt frc;-:t sicin,t .r sol'ti-c.-.1ony likc ;',r-lclrtj-nrr. e{s sui.'- i-m;lc ri- n1 i s t) .

The rna j rritY coilradcg hl,:.'ct'cr f :unc'l n l.vay ar:uni1 thcsc "irlkIens. Thcy rllt
arcund th<; cclcnial cnel'ivc st tus of thc f;alklencls bY a nJrl-n 1t. Thcyl;ot!"

a-rcuncl thc awkw:rrcl fact thrt ther Fe'lkl.^-i'lc1cr s he.rI ncvcr aske fcr in'fe;enr'lctlcc
by invcntini' a c:r::rplt: tcl-y ner,v c'lcfinitir)E cf self-clctcrntirrntio n e irth'i ch cot^,tr::lc

C s;:el1s out i-n IB 9: trThe Fl..lklendcrs re-'ortcctly cx,, rcss tircir scl f - ce tcrt-li-
na.tion not 1-'y'w'rntinir indci:enicncd, but l:y luantini: to rcrr:rin vlith Bri-tainrr.
flrc F Ik1'.nd-crs rrexirrcss thcir self-clctermi ra'Li)nrt l,y rnilitantly fii:htinfl to
rcmaifr ;:r.rt cf l-jrit:rin thc suconc'i ini:cri;l ist pct'ler. Thrt is a vcry stran,;c
kincl cf ssl.f-detirninnti:n inc',ccd'. f t l:cars nct tho sli.,htost rcseml'1ancc tc
anythini: Marx, Lenin or Trctsky sri<l rrn thc si:-1:jcct. Lcnin rc;ii:''tedly clefincs
sclf-c',eterilin:i.ti.,'n,es thc ril:ht t':f in ci: l.ressec1 nl.lti,)i1 Lo secccle ancl fi)rl:l &

seIJarate statc. I{e rlw'tys s-.eaks of tir<: ri,:ht 'rf !"ti ,jl",
i-li.:. e'f inl

nDt i'r3u,rs Of

scttlcrs trens;o rtcd ancL stratc,^i-caI1y pl:.ccc1 i:y isr,; tc justifY its
holc't rn tcrritory 1.y naint,:.inin; the su. ':crt o f thc -,c;,uI:tti'-rn tc reraain a

;;art .:f thc im;crialist ;.rL.'.rcr'- Se i"rch Lcni nrs rilcrirs inil. y:u uill nct fincl
any thin6 renctclY roferrini- t: such ccnir-iti:ns. Thr,'sc afc thu' tcrms that
Lenin Si;ceks of sclf-ileturninatilrn, in r.It. of his nr.jirr writin,r:s on it.



Thc Th escs on the nati.;ni't1 questi:n w

follovls: rlThc r.rticlc tf cur .)r-):lr?rli:rc
cantrot l,-c intcr;rrctt-.ci to rncan anythin '

thc ri.:ht t I scccrlc an4 f crr,'i a sc .arr.tc

rittcn L9L3t Tii,,: first sentcnce is as
(cn sclf-l',t:tcrt.tinati,rn of net,icns)
1--ut .ro1itic,1I sclf-clotcrinin,rtir.,n, 1.e.

centl.- y, sclf-
;.q.!_i tj- c.r1

sf:-if6rr ( C'irivlg',).?_43> .

Critical Rcn.rr ji rjrl thc llatiorral Q.uesbir:n , 1914: rrThc s:lution tc the prrt,lcm
of the rolitical sclf-cletc::nj-nrtien of n.-i.t-i.;r.rsr thirt is, thcir sejl:rr?.tir)n ns
stntcs i-,y coili;l c+"eIy t'rer:, :',cnocratic i:icthci',stt (Cri1/20 ;).22). rlThe ria:}:t of
naticns to sul f-cleturirin" tion , i. c. thc rli.ht to sc'cecl.c encl f ;..r-c.r inclc..rcndcnt
na.tional str.tee , wii'1 lc rio.tlt v;ith clsovuhcre tr (r, V20 '|.45).

Nationel Lj-l:cr:rfism rncl Lhc Ri ht of l{rtions to Sclf-c'tctcrry!qr-1.:!_og f914: frThc
iJi*#r, i6-6ffiffiG, i.c, thcqucstion scussccl lvas t hc ]olitj-ca.l sulf-Cc

righ t of nntir-rns to sccoi:Lctr (C!7 v20 ).16). ilThrouiihout thc cntirc history of
intern.:rt1oireI clcmocr:tcy, ancL cs'.,,.:ci...11y thc: inic-1rc cf thu Lgth
clctcrmtm tion of n:-,ti-ons ha.s l-:i;en unrlcrstocrl to ric;;.n .:'rceiscly
sc1 f-Cctsrmin rti on, i. c. thc ri.1ht tc sccecic, to form an inde;:cn,:1cnt n:rticnal.
statert (Ci{ YZO :t.57).

Thu Ri ht of i'i*ti-ons to Scl f-rlotcrrnination l- 9l4z In tiiis Lonin cntitlcs thc
first cha;r tcr: tt'!i,Jhe.t is :r'.tnt l: thc sclf-,:-ictornin,rtion cf nrticrs?tr I{c con-
cIucjes: rrCcnscqucntly, f we vrant t: ;.ras.r thc ner.nlni; of scl-f-de crr,rino.tia)n
of nations, hot i:y ju5i:1i-ru6 with 1c,leI clefini-tiens, cr rrj-nvcntinl,rt o.l:etr'.rct
clcfiniticns, but i:y cxr-miriin,:; the historico-cconomic coi:clibions of thc n:rti;n:.i
rtcvcni. tlt , wc t'iu,'it incvitaLly rcach tirc ccncl-uci-.n thet tiic s,:1 f-clctJrtrin"tion
of n.rtlons iilc,:.ns thc;;o1itlcnl sol,a,rs.tion of thcsc na.tilns an.i aliun na.ticnrl-
L:crlics, anc'i thc forna.tj-on of an lnrleircnc].ent nati,:rnaI staton (CW VzO .ll ,39?).

Thc Social j--st Rev-:] ution ancL the Ri::ht of ideti,:ns tr Sclf-clcti,ri:linatilnttThe rit:ht of natj-ons to s c torminaticn ii:r; l_c $ cx u 1r.'r yt or
1!16:
tto

colcnia-l enclr.',.rcs" It is nct a },iarxist stanri;:rint, but
vierv of the issuc. f t b.rkcs thc i,'sn"ral il-.strnct rii.hts

indc.;cn,:icncc j-n i.hc ;ltliticnl .sensc, thc ri,:ht to frr,c -,3fitic.l1 sc;rirr.tion
from the cil1;ruasor n3iil,111rt ( Cti',I V2A :,.146). nlhe i;rc1r:t,irint nusf. strui-;;.1-c
a,;ai nst thg t.; nf:rcecl rctotrti:n cf thc :;:i;resscd. netj.cns within thc 'l:.t-runi'ts cfthc ;iivin str.tc, rvhich r:lc:lns thcy nust f irlht f or thc ri rht tr scl f-rlctcrnirrr.-
tionlt.

Thc;.'ur;osc of this Icn:; serics,:f quotcs, fcr urhj-ch I sr,,rlc,lisc t.) colil-
rnric's f,lrailiar with thcm'.tcri-.rI , is tc try tc clcr.r up a -;,,crsistcnt., rinil
scrious crror in thc r:r:ljority c..ltrrr1il.cs t ltositicn. C,)inr..,-:cs su,:1;orLlnl; thc
mnjlrity viclry on i:he I'lalvinas shcul<l think cilrufnll-y lL:ut thc irr:;lications
of thc' nr jorltyr s vievls on sel-f-cl.etcl'minr.tirlr) itr:1, h;v,r ii re1.,ltcs L:.t thu

a lil,cri:I clcnccrrtic
cf any 5,;roul; cf

pcr;pIe ancL tli,als urith thcn r,utslde thc crntcxt cf thc class struit,:1(,..f t
clevatcs thcrn cvcr nnri. ni-'ovc the rcquircilcnts of t,hc cless; stru11illc.

Leni-n strcsses tho po int j.n ttfhc ri,lht i:f n:ti-cns to scI f-cLcterniinr.tirntt :llThe rlcr:ianc1 fi:r a tlyes!1. tr rtt:rlrl rc,;1y tr.r thc qucstirn of sucession in thc
ci:sc Of Cvcry nnti.:n nay bc scen es.r. vcry tr1-:1';-',slfs1]rt Jnc. 1n r.-r1ity it is
al:surC; it is irr,tr,:irysical- in thc)ry, vihilc in ;xncticc j-t 1, t..ls t: sub,trcli-
nrtin.; thc ;r,:1ct-.rj--.t t: the b".,r"rr,.'c:isiers ;iolicy. Tjrc l:,.;u::."e:isJ_e rl'*vrys
lrlrces its nrticna1 c'l.ci::en,-is in the f trcfrrnt, lnfl di-)L.s sc in c:r.tcr.;crical-
fashi:-,n. liiith the ;:rolctariat, h -,v/uv.-r, thcsu clcrrrands a::c sul-.:ril-i-natc Lt thc
intcrest,s rf thc class strug;;le.tl

Lcnin, it shlulcl l-,rr nr;ted., irirs ln,:r.kini', titis qualificetiln in rcs;lcct of thc
ri.f ht of riati'lns, not c:1cnial enclavcs, rvhich cr:.,h.:lsises thc ;:int cven lr)rc.

Anltiror ,_co1L ru,?.sln fcr i'rinr: intc thc self-dctcr.ininntj_,rn j-ssue in s::,rcttct.:ril j-s Lccnusc: numl-cr of ti:rj.-;rj-tf sup;;ortcrs h:.lvc s,r.i:1 ilrat thcy su;,jjortthc r:tn j-)rity casc l:ut nct tho iseuc cf scl-f -r1,1'bci';ni::,:.tion f :;r the f'^ik].anclcrs.
Th;sc clmraclcs sl:ru1ri iffie:.:l-,rr bl::rt sc.1f-:':ctur;.iinlLiun is not a sicle issuc,i:ut al::.s-r1utcly ccntr".l- tc thc n::-rjrrity cii.su, ilncl has cletermilncd their thinkini.;
fr-rrn the .r urtsct.



6.
tlae crntr:rr:iictj-.iris iii tirc, ni.j rityts rlefi:irtgii: q_f_::}..-:LLt!lB,

"Kinnc]-1 in IB 12 s:r.)is )Ir ,).":.lJ ? th-,r- .ir,,.;li'F"ina ic rte c)Ir r;iice11-y :r victi-l'ir
of ilrlcrj-al:Lsmrt ini', thcn an ,i:-jlu g lfin f-.c'1 , it secil1s'tir llcrir.^-ri:cntj.n:. i.s
n:t an 1j);lresscC. ir,rti -r11:r.

Cl,nr:Lil.c I(inrie1l S:rvs,:'rn rrtr.t-c 2-z ttIf thc l;.'.r h.ac', l.',c..n,-r-1..>i:.t trr..ctitinl!s
nitilna.l ri;-hts, tiiereflre \{c ,.r,r;u-1rl ir,:,vc eu ;'3rtc":" Ar,"cnt-ina, l,ut it vr.l'snr t. rl

iinr.l. thon 1n a-.j-rl i; 1I, ttThc l..rur'., :.,.isj-e cf Ar ctitj-rr:L r':i flf.'re fr';m ti"c t,curr;e,-risi.c
Cf thc l-'ii-; Cr-l1 t'rlist ,C1,/er,'s esconti''l1Y '"rn-l-y LS 1'IC.1ki,'r fr:rl sti:olrs;eI. tl

0n t:;- cl' this, thc cunce;:t cf sul'-in;urial-isii i;hicii thc c'--,flrac1es nscril:c
tc ;^.r;cntiii.t, has lcii tc s:;rie strlnr c r)osiitirns. C:nreCo C r.ilvocatcs sui)'ii)rtin5
;ir4e,ntin:l if' nrti rn,r1 ri,-ht.s are ,rttrckc.:i, :r.es;:i-t.c it l,ciu,- rtsub itiii;crinlisttt
(IB 6, p.11), wl:ilst l(inncll- l.,r.cks .nway fr:li su'..,-it,tpcriafisni ci)n-;lcte1y cn
i-lr':e IB l-2:

rfB;rsic ti-': cur ;;ositirn is n',-t s': nuch th.'lt Lr;,entj-na i s sui:-im-.crialist, as
th:t the inv,:rsi':lr w:'.s sul -i;i i)Lria-l-ast. . . L)r,'itini-ir:1l'cri-.1i"t, or nii-ni-c:Jonia-!.-
ist, or an exan;,l e of hr.rv ncven r:iei'[ium-i',cvc1 r.;cr:i ci.,it:rlist c:untrics c1n
hclcl ex;:r.n;:lrnist tt1m1-rerialistr! aiii:s.

f t h..rr1l-y nc'e ir-s 6nyii1i. that su-l--irn;:upi1l-ist tyire acli-rns 1:y Gnlticri n:
rnore c'retcrl,r-Lne the nrturc cf lrj.cntiua thrn fascj-st-ty;;c re,.re-ssi,)n i';y thc
Srrvict l:urer.ucrrcy n:.kes tho S:viot Urri-ln a fascist stttc.

Sr-r wherc;l,lcs all this ccnfuslcn co,te fr,:ni? On ono hanll- i-t is hccausc the
^qcnraiics ehrink fr:i:r thc ;-clj-tic,tI i-ti.;licr.ti rll.s :f sayinr'; th'rt thuy w':uIc'! ne'lor'

f-Iu;,i:,:,rt Arl;cntina, r,rhilst th" ry of their.-'olitics in rcletirnshi? ti;
LUr;iria:.isr,i woulil in rc:,lity ciffi,tc tlict-, front cvcr 1,itt1;, s). It is clcitr
frcp uhr.t thcy $1y. ;lftcr e.11 the clntra,lictcry st::.tcrnents, tlicy a1y3y6 returr

lTt thc c rncu,,tion vrhich undcrlics el-l- tircir ?ceiti )ns - to se ri)usly l-'Iay
tjg** the roll f inl;erialisnr. The c:ntent of thc kcy statctironts i:y the niajcri-ty
TJlv"ys clircct 1rr one r:lircctirn, that thi:rc.'is n-- qur.li-lflivg 

"'ifferencc 
l;etvreen

Britrin ancl hr1;cntina, nr Hrro l.r;ac'.Iy, thrt tirere iE n.r qri:-litirtive rr.'i ffercnco
l,ctrr.leen the iralcr:-el-i-et;;:1wcrs an:'L the'"'^-st tnrJ-,rity'rf n''n-lin;e'rir1 ist 1>::wcrs.
Thc diffcrurrcc bcclnics.gi,:-.1y rrw.a.l<:r strrn. .rr cr llrichcrli',)DCrertr. This
cver:rl L vievr is rlci;t -,nsLr:.tcc: :n ,rr,,c 10 cf fR 12:

rtl w.:uIcl ,:ri;rcc thr.t ,r. l-,isj-c rricntii:r; fr-ct of *'rrlr,l ;rliiti-cs jus thc br'::+cl

ciivisi:n L,ctvrecn thc rrch ca;;it.:1ist st'rtcs - h',r.c'rquarti:rs 'if thc 1;ii';

iniiusUrial/c..>mnarci,rl n';nt1:o1ics anr'l 1-rnks, niilit.'.riIy str;'n;;, hj-sterically
ciJilrcssr.)r niiti )its - :nd rn the -;thur h::.n:L .,r> !\r ca;iit.'.1ist cluntrics, wlt'-lsc

inlustry is ttiincri l-'y cr 'rpr:r:.tcs in thc sha,l'lv,r ;f th';sc ?':i'1 lt:.ln';1-'':1ies and
,;:nnlcs; in v.li:ich i;i; ar,:15 .l f ,;ru--ca;rit-r1ist t,::ckwar.'Lncss survivc I tncr, wn.ich
,-*" ,ril-j-t:rr11y anri ,:::,1iticrI1y ucrk, Thc latter ,.rr-' llt:,st1y histcric:r.11y
oi)l)rL\.ssc,'1. n51fi,,11g, lh-,u,.h litst h,^.vc ntiv v,/,)n ,.l-,litic:11 i nl1,;,;:cnclcncC .'.ti'-1 tc
cifi thcrn ci:, Iclics lr evcn (in yrost c"..sr..s) . scni-cclonius is u;t ;,,ossiblc unler:s
thc nrorLst iilcrrninj.;.s lro tr,'ri.stecl out rf all slie;,c.

nBut I scc.:l-s.tlutcIy n-r i:..r.sis in fect or j-n i'14-r>:i-st thcory flr consii'l.crini'
this a6 3. rilittor of ti,ro c.^:ri)s. Rather it is a,:atter':f twl i):rl-es of ir hier-
rrchy. This hierarchy is fluj-.i'rnr'l chnrr.,,in:, (like thc hierarchy of t,-,:n:po1y
ca.;:il-.1 antl srnr.11 c,.,-:it.:J- in .r sinl-1e country); 'bhc r. 1:'tilns of cllpressirn
yrithin 1t arc ,:I1 rcletj-vc; rnci thcrc 1ie r:ii,l:":1e-r':,nkln,' strr.tes. (f an':l others
ha.vc citecl I:Se tc shr,v,r ti:ct ;iri'e nti-n;: is :rlli, lf tl:u lrttcr, nnil rcirein
unclnvinceci 1,[Thar1.es thrt we -."o rrcvisirni-gti un-1-or:s II.IC r-ssil-n the cruntry
to cne 

"r',,ri, 
,i ,,.n:ttrer'). l,iore cver, tho hicrerchy is n:t ')nc-rlincnsicn''1 :

c!-jre'sscc',natl')nEjlli'1)rl;cil'-)fcec''nlttiici)Lrtiicrs:fill;'li':ri;rlisnthrnvlctj-ins
11..;. Q,uchec, CLt:lloni-e) , .:.n;l cconlr;ic:r11y sul rrl.iri-.tc neti >ns r:ay be cir*:ress'r
n..ticns (c.[. furkcy, Persia).tr

tlie ,:.,r'iEins cf ,suqh id-c,ns ilcrivc f r,;i;i thu
, hrrst stI,'iichael- Kidr:nt s rrlia'rc r.iil-1s;r titc hi

s't:i bi: c::r-,it3.1iet trar:liticn.
,it11isi:t but onerr , firsto ,)f c'.

..:ui:Ilshcc" in f ntcrn:.ti -nel S;ci,-llisiri 'rurn:.l IIc 20 L9 5, s-YFj e fr'l11cwin13:
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- nIt har.r,ly sactlis nccessary t, suiir up rncls :1 isarlrcclll.nt'.''IiD'"1 L -':-n on
t i*;,*iiaiisr:r, as hc riefin,il i.i, as tho irhifihcst stailc cf cr-;;its':l-j-Ldtr. Hcurcvcr

ccrrect the analysis in his lr.iy, r.nrl. hcrvcver justifieci tho conclusi'n - anC

these arc osscntially truc cv<:n-in retrcspcct - it rnust be rcjectcd cn et
lenst fcur counts: finance ca;itrl is nct nearly r.s i'ryortrnt fcr anil within

-)/tne systcra as i-t wrs; thc. cxi,:lrt cf ca;rit:'.l is n,: Ioni{cr of 1;rc:t-im;:ortancc
{ t:, tirl sJrstcml ;;o1:Lti-cnl c,tnirrl in thi rli-rcct sensc ncant by Lenin'is rel:icily

^'uecomini; C,l tec'li anri. finally, rcsultini; f rom tliesc , v/e cL:':n I t havc j-r,r^lerialisni

- ^ff\:ut ** "titt 
havc cr.i;itir.lisli..n If a-nythini,, it i.s thc j:r:rm:'.ncnt r;Iar anil Arru.s

lf cccn:mles tirat are ttthe hr;;hest s''0,r1-' g of ca-iti,listltir'

rtlndLeeC-, it is di-f ficult tr -.rce rvhat valuc thcre is in stil1 usin; the;
worC iin;ieria-l-isn tc c'lescriLc the systcrir of Bi-il Polver ai;6rc'ssion an'i cocrcion
of tcciay unl css it 1io in tirc rca.ssurancc t: l;e r.lcrivet'l. fr,frn fei'nilir-r s';uncls.
The onc fc:iturc helc1 in corililtn by all ln;rcrialisns to 4atc - Rcnan, Tserisil
or British - ttras t.heir:lircct control cf the stat<; in su-];ject tcmitorics.
Tcriay such ccntrcl is re-rir':1y i:.econinj vestii:-inl, anci tho c',istinction r;ctwcen

oinpirc anr.l. colcny which 1-ccmcil so l-e-ri:e half a ccntury 3.iio incre:sini;ly
irrelevnnt, ircliticr.lly ani cconom1celly, Still v,iry ci'llirycnic, thc;.ricture
fcrninir slorrly, vni.;ucly l:'ut surcly l:efc:'e lur cy'J,s is cne of a far ln:re
homo6cncou6 vu:..r1cl, in vrhich ilany ccntrcs of c.r;.;ital ancr. lnany [i)rc;;:tcntial
cnes - 6)rilc larrle nnc', 

"','rr/Grfu1 , otircrs rveLk rni willinil , yct incLt-';..cn'1ent -
jost.1e and coiny;etc, fcriiiinl;, <lissclvin; ancl rcforilin,';'alliauccs cf exlerli-cncy
vrhcre bofore clivi.sicn of l1h:lur and, thc latcur of ciivisir:ns im;;cscd.rn fu:nut-
arsle ;attcrn off rclati-iinshiits. tl

ttr you thi-nk al--'cut nct only Kinncl1rs '1ucte al-:ovo, ];u-t thc va-ricus state*
mcnts thc cii.:recics havc nade orr the issuo, tltc sitli}:irity is rct:trlrkal-:1c.

Kirlrcnrs centr:I -::oint - thrt riircct ;;c11-tic.rl ccntrol of tlrc cppressecl
countrics with thc en:1i-n. , cf ccl-onial- rule h:ls fun'rncntrlly ciran6e ct, ii:i;:eria1-
isrn. runs ririh'b thr::u:,h the r::ajcrity;li-rcutilcntsr ae clocs his conclusion' IIc
says that his thcsis is rt n;rlca to assin:j-Iate thc Incl'r ciuntriess int: the
tracl,iticn,il fralicl',;ork Jf thc ciass analysi.srt. It is 1;ecllring, he says, sin-tly
a rnatter cf class 4.1:ainst c.l-ass"

The r.iejority c,:rilr.r.,;'Les havr: ilcne .lown cxactly this rcad. The nrtional
qucstirn, thcj j-nsist, en,-1s vrith the winnin,'of fcrinal;oliticrl indc.:cnclcncc
anc1, vrhat is lcft is sir:n;.,1y liru class strug[Le. T,hc portxnRont rcvclutiolr is
siir,:}y junkccl in thc i)r.;ccss.
Ir'ihorc ct..res Trotsky stancl in aL1 thi-s3. :'.

One thing which has l:,een lackin; i-n thls:liscussi:n is nuch rcfer'encc to
Trctsky (alrart frcn the tcnllencyts initial- qu.-rtes on Brazil, China ctc). f
lvcul,-i uri,u ccr,rrrrl,es tc ro:ri1 ,. for cxirrnplc, tho rtThcsis on the v;crl :L r::1e of
,^.nerica.n iuiroi'ialisnll , c'Lraftorl. fcr tho foun'.in6 c:nf crencc of, tho Fcurtli
Intcrn,rticnal- (D,--rcumcnts <lf thc Fourth frrternirti:nal, D. 242). Coltr.:.c'les vr:uIc',
ncts that thc ontire;lr:1itical line is contrnry tr that lf thc rlaji:rity.

fifrrtsxy 'b:Lk<;s u;: strcn1,Iy thlsc rrrho think that natil:n,al oi:preesirn an,l pcliti-
I caI c'I,-'rr,irr..ticn cnc'is with frrnal .,c1itiea1 inrie;-:cn,'.cncc;.He tnkcs u;t what
Pan, the nincrity hlve taken uir - thc rrlc rf rnilitary rLict;r.trrships in Latin

.Amcrlca. i.ndl the questi:n we have nslicrL, why is j-t that Britain just ha;:pcns
to hnve a .b'.ruri;ci-.is c]-ict'Ltcrship, a.nr:l ir6entina e rnilitary junta?

ttln ,:rrcler to achigve th1; rclcscrl, rlcorr in Lrbin ;mcrica - clOse.l ,'that is,
tc all rivals ancL rl:cn only t: the USA - |r'lc:ir.ocra.bicr Yenhee iiaperialisr,l has
bccn prclr;ec1 u;ln thc Latin funericen cr)untrics.':y thc ncst autocretic rnativcr
miI-ttary clictrtorshi;s which have, ir: turn, so3vgrl to ,.ircil uii thc irirperialist
structurc an,'} t.r '.;uarantcc an unclisturl:er.l flcr'r of su;tcrprrfits t,: the
i{crthern calcssus. . . fhc rea.l charactcr of r cr,eir''rcriltic t US ca,;italisn is
'r-.est revealec[ i:y thu tyr:nnical r-lictat.r.:rshi-.ils in thc Latin Anerican c'.luntries
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with lvh'i-ch its frrtunus r.nd ;clicie s i.ro incxtric-.i Iy lo.unr-.1 u.: :ni,r with:utwhich' it1 rlay If ii::;';cr"i:iist, l:rrny ril tllc 1i:rcstr,rr hcr,i-s;-rir;r:o ,"i'c nun'beroc'I. ,
Thc blo t*-thirsty ri.cl;p.-lts'un ,.c:: I*h -,uc j1,1. jrl)sLiive rulc thc milll r;; ;i.rrirtnor"ancl ,iuas::t'nts o f Leti:r :iriu::1c r suf f cr, thc V:ri,,asus i:ti:l |h,., Betlstas, are atbottor,i nrthini-i )-r.it thc 1:,r1rtic:] tit,..r1s .rf thc rrj;;:iusfi" i US-i,r;r"ri"if gLS,:'.
Thus thc ilSli. rcrlains thc . rci'r;:::inarit :^nd a,j,;rc€jrilve ras;ter :f ietin ,il:erica,rclicl-y to i;rct.cct its i,1,'ll,Jor with.rri,js in trin,i ai;ainsi any sori-,,us assaultby its iml;erielist rir,.Ls':r ni-:ai-nst any attcial,t t:y tire pe::i;1cs cf Latir:.htitcl'icr tc lil:eretc thcn:sulvcs frr:i:i 1ts- cxi;Iciillrs y11-i g.u

n /r4 fhis j-s all a very f ^.r cry fr:l.: thc pclitics the nnj,ri_ty ;.lrcsent us x/ith.

"/ 
(surcly thcy r,rrilr nct r-r'::.uc thrt thin,,rs h:vc ch:rni;ur-r. rni, us ir,rjreria.lisiir n,:

,f lloni;cr rulus thr-'u;'h tl:c juntas in Latiri irncrici? Yet c)i:lrL.le Car:lan nr[iucs
lincrciiii;Iy in IB 9r ).3t thrt rre cfuntry 1lhc iir,entin,.., which has loni;
. har'', 1-.cIitical inric.,cnr:1encc... hes h.rrl thc iria.xi_i:iui:l j-nc.lepencl,lnce cctnc,ilicllly;rrooi r'1 c in tho i:i';.rLcrn TIlrlr{- - the :rg}g (cirr;;hi..sis :rii'..::.1 ) iiic:rnin6ful nnti-I-LjUU![-l

ii:r;-;s;1il1isn is the rs,:cialist vr:rkin. ass strui,;iIe. n

Th:tt rc,'iJ.ly srl,rs it ri;r. Itlr{;-rxinum 1nCel;anclc,:rce cccn':rrical1y ;-r,1rssi}-.f gtr,
v.ihich ilLrns t,irc;irilentinc w.)rk.Jrs.:.rc sin.rfy faced with tho strul;g1c f.lr
siicielism. Kj-i1r tn vlul,-'i 1.:,c prouci .i! LL, l,ut Tr,rtsi,;;. ur)uli:[ nrt. Trctsky
tiil',cil s]:cCifically al; -rut j.r.',cutin.. j-n r'[ icutne nL rlQn thu i::r:,vcmcnt cf thc
Frr.rrth intr,rnrti:;nal -in Lr,tin,'.n,ricail (D:cui:rc.nts;f thc FI p. 3?9). He
t:'tlkcil ah,:rut tlto pr;ssii:,ility ";f the tvi,-r :jrlrli)s thc ff ha,l in ;l,r6cntina in
thu lr,tc l-9J0s f usin1. t;:..;th.;::. llc ;aints a pc:-sirnistic ;;icturc:. fh,
'-iivcr'g:cnce l-.utlriecn thi. tw r ;_rru;:s hu .s^.ys is :lroi;in;; l:ccru,s,:, rne ir,r1)u.,.; has
rr,.)rI E,-lcJ,'te;;i thc pr.rsitirin tir:lb t.tic rcvcl.uti:rti in iiri;cntinr. w,:ul-i1 he trexclusive-
1Y s:ci.alistrr.

rlfn thc l.:o,-innirti tht, ^liff;rcnccs Lctt,'oen tirci.t,r,JCre cf ,l ratlier scc,>nilnry
chara-ct,.r;lnr1 in.riiily'rcrrs3jfirl-. Dut, a.t 1,re,s.,ot, 1 tiri-r.c is p,n i-n,ricati,tn t,hat
thc iij-vcri;cnciurJ :r.1.'c r.s:sui:rini. :l ;:r1it.:-cal cl-ir.ract,.,r. In lf:r. 7 ,:tf Inicial , a
llrJiirs.njll:ttic i-rtj-cl,:; ,-rrii)carL.1 ilIl thc r:r.tur'.; of 'tit., r'.;VDILltl:n in I'r;t:ntina,
which att.ci:i;.ltcti t.-' sh r..r th:tt j ts cn,rrict:r wi-1-r. Iirvc. tr. i;e cxclusivcly
si:cinli,st. rr

#rt

The c-::irrn:'lcs canila)t ,_1ct .':.r :un,j. tliis l-y e:lyr-n,'; th.il tliin;;s in i'-r;entina
have funr.ia:lei:.tal1y chan,,crl sincc thcn, cincc a) it ii,:.:,-nr t fun..l-ailentally
chan,3ccl anel 'l:) thc cr,se' thcy I:a.vc :rriiuc.i. tirr:;u1,h.:u"" th. ,-.lol.:.atc is that
/rri;cntin,r has i..,cgn "1.-liti-cai1y i-n-ic;;onclcnt f :,::' ,,-r lcn;.: iroi'i,.r,1. .:f tine an,:', it
has l.roen rcin+-iveIy e.,',vanccr'L l-'r:, oar1y '.-,iT r,,/ith a. hii-':h standilrcl of livini; "iu-
thc 192Os --tc

Tritsliy is makin.l tlic .lcneral ;:lint that ti:e ileturel struili:l-e ,1,res !j:L encl.

with f ormal- .l:liticaI in.'rcr.'cn,1.cnce, vlhich contr::',i cts thc l-:,:rl;is tt- the
C:):nfl'cleSI C;tR0.

Trotsky eri;ues fr:r .:i stru;11,1c :.i1r.inst a]1 forlis ,.:f im;;e liaiist c.pi.;ressicn,
inciuiliri,; c c) n )Inl_ c th

tratc;ic rl irtcr,;stiug,, tha tsky strcsses i
t

t ao a ;:ar
( IYC :1 CCC] irt e ci:n ;

JUr rit L
0

ttThe revcluti- ini-s'bs irr tho LIS;I arc ol.r11,:eil t:-r r..ruse the US worlc,ers
ai;':"iiist the scri.'ii'i of irny :',rrncil- f ,)rc()s ai;r.iiist thc -;i:,t;1cs .-.if Latin ,.I0<;rica
anrL tl:c Paciflc nn'1 flr thc lvithrlrir.l,i:.1- of :,ny such f rrce s whcrc they n:rur

, 3;-rrt,rtc as instrumcnts :f i',:.;ci'i:l-ist c;;;:rcssi,rn, :rs rvcl1 i'.e a'.1'.ine t any
, ,-..tlior f rrn ,rf ii:r,crialist :ircs-eurc, i-,u. it tt,1i;.l1 ri.i.-.ticrl or tlgg'1n3pigtt, t'lhich

is crlculnturl t,r vi';latc thc nationSl in,-ie;:en-l-cncc of -.ny c.ilintry ,1r t'r
;r:'cvcnt its atta.innicrrt lf such nati '.,.n,',iI in*c;;enilcnce.Ir

I A1] thi.; is a lon,t','iay fr:r:r thc nrj.:rity;r.;litics - tha'b the; naticnatr
--lfficsti.ln is cn:',e:1. ,;;ibh f rr:::al indcponc'lencc, thet tlic stru3r";1 c ::.. linst thc

/ l[ ee.rn,:rnic rltiair:.abirr]1 of ir,r.,.ri,::l-ism is not :rn :.nti-i:a'.,cri.-list stru11 -1eI
an;1 :i)rc si;inijiicrntly an I it;hich :Lr-'ain sur:"s u'l tirc, inrjority i,)siti;n, thcir
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it:6rei 'Luirco cL; lt iri sucii countr.-us tlic rir.,.1n cnr;ri: Y is :. I h.,iric.

In :f ,.,c b r tli' c ' ir1'r:us: 'r. btac}": tii,, :.-.i:r:,rrtyt r.: ;rcy1"" 91, c ,nsistunt l,larxist
y r-lcsiti:n tir.:.t in ;:ci.:.i-c..rl-:nir;s inrl )f:j.:rc.ssc,:', c:iunlrlcrs thc niain cnerny is
It"-"Ir" l1cfj..nj- t;r,1y :i.r b at h,;r:r; 'l:u'; iri l;,'rc iirctr.:-r,--,lis ,;f, thc im,;crialist c:untry,'vritii bhc f,:,1_l_,lrriil.r..- f )rnui:.ti,r: (Kin;ic1.1 l-f 1 r .1.4)

trFor thc ..rr.ntitlo t'r;rkirii: cl:.srj, t)rc yl:r h.; t,;,JCCr1.,l:.r[.untiii.. st.:.t.u i)orJerLnd iritish strtc i-rJ,riur ,f v:_r i;li.c lir.l_iri.--in.:ls $tr r.s ..: vr ,r l:.ctwe rn its ii:r:lr.clilt_e
encr.y - tir.: cn;i,:y th-.t it nu"st, firlt scbtle a.cc:ru.nts wrth j-n ::r.:':cr tl -wirr
it lihcrntitn... anl!. a l:'tl)tc ilCneral anrl, re:,:rr';te erir,,niyn. In fl:o virrcls thc
ccirre'1es' hr't'c usccl nir:y bincs - in :";r,cntin-r thc m:.in eoctrr;i i-s at h-;r;ic!

_ T::'ltsky )'-;.'l"t-iiticiscil rrinst thc }"icxican LCf on oxactly tlis qucstii-1n(D,:ciu;;nts ::f th,. F:urth fnt-ni:ti ;iir.l_ trt.2?3). lJc s-,i{, irfn the strur.t,..}c
a ' 'ri nsL f'rrci3tt itlPe r'i.-,1j-sn in luicxj-co , thc lu,rr'lcrsili; r f the LCf ( Gaiiciri
-;-r'-'u,;), instce,'l ,;f' cr;i1:hisi-clni,' i'.r,lvc alL in.i1s ,a;,itati,:n the stru,-1,,rc r6ainstthc:ititi;ricr.n:rni'i. il.itish brnilitrs, ci_.i,rhas1se:j r,:ithcr the l.tur,jc..ris nrti.:nalist
C',r(l ulias r,;11i i1s, ,-'.tt:ci;iit,, it in : y,/ry th:rt r,vas one-sicle .1 , scct.t.,rieit en,r-1., inil:.o ai. 

j-li,.,n circutrstir.nccii, c l, jcctively re acti ;uaryrt. (i,io i,.:n r t nccrr. ti :r.rJucab.rr:t tho cLvicus iiiffcrcnces'-ctwccn thc C-,rcien,rs r: -irie :.rrrl- thc i.r;.v,ntinc
;urit:, I'r'.ltsky is arl;uit1'' th',t thc i,ilj-n cr1 clny is th. i-r.l .:erialists, n.:,,t tho
Ci,.r' t':un'-ls L.iuri;c,:i s n,-,ti I n.:.1 j_ s t r.,-iilIf--

It
tu:Lt1t

h,i,rci1y soca-s Irocussir.r.y tc:r. 11..'l

tir,-li-n cn';iir is rlwrliffcrontr t.ni;
, thrt j-n ;rn in;Lcri.n1ist c;rintry i_t j_s

at ]::;n

jtBf_f pine,' :l]j]._. l-qrq. e'lThc ,st,re ss thc i,;.rj.rrity c -;j.ir.1r,1Cs h::.vc .:ut ,:n tl:is j-ssuc rcccntly 1s .r hit
hcs j-11e tLrc ;;,rint. rLI.._),ir,_,vOr il,; c ,i irr.(lCS ,.,,.::i t t; .rur;,.,1c ,sith rri:r.Ls , }urrc,,1si)lts f1)r uGi_n," suci_r. irtr)r.r,ls vr.ri L,_. ,.:cint li.r-t t;hi-cli sil.l_c wc $icrc ,tn in tirctrva'r. (Tr''rt,sk)'rc";gi'. 1;,,i.l.l)'u,sc.(1- it.ilt ih. s.-",.:c i'rr.i.) uJffir:" tj:::,kin- thc ;,;int,icfcDursc ti: rt lvc i\,'.1'c ln t;hc ri.-ljrc ,.'i ,:c as ,:r cnt:1 ,i., nlt GrItii;ri. Thc "iiiintet".of thc ;;ilirr-t j-s slt ;v,'tt l:)' tht- c rirl'-.clr)sr ,trr.rrl ;:,:,si ti.:r:. I f they insist tirat-- i. --
thoy r';lu1cl ,l.r:f'e;nr.1 .i'.r.,rn'ti-n,e u.:rilcr ccrt..,in c-lniliti- ,ns, thcl: th.:,t i,l,tul,:.1 l:utthct:..,-:n thc s.:.mc sic.l',,rr irr bh- s,..:jrL,c:.,r,--, - il,hj.chc.rcr wrrli yiu chcose - as
,ir;;'un tin.r .

fhc in j .rr -i-tl.rl!-:] Iviilit.:i1t
ffi.,'.L.,:,r.ityh.".vcl-,..sica1]-yt}rcsaI:icsblirt:i-n.;.:inb1nr.i.
nr,ttivato thoir ciis,j in il:c str. 1,,,1:r_1r'. Tnl<c s--,llc qu:tes frlli.l thi: Milit:r.ntprr:i;rhlct ;n tho I'4rl-r.rin,-.s urittcri l:y Tcd G::ant crllcr'l rji S,.-rciriist ,insr,/crrr:

Ititr cntirra 1s lnc :f tl:e mtst hj-ilhly clcvel..r,;t:r.1 c,:;u:rtrics in Latin.^:,i-rcric.:r.Thu lan'-lovincrs lru n tt f curl.rl- l:ut l: ,ur.:,. rls lan.:irJi,inu:r.s r cti,i.;ri'.11.1, t: bl.i..r
c1r..litJ.'l ist luL1 :ivincrs iu llrit'iin. Eilhty siX ;-'i,rccnt -,i ilru rr.);)ul_.ti_,n fivcin iluns, :lj1c'l the c )untry iris e rcas:n:rbly clevcloi;oc'; in,.iustr;r.-I-in.nnccca;;itn1, L,-rth f :.ircii-in nni.l' 1oc.r1: i-s intcrlr,iinc,i i.rittr thc l;.ruf,,cJis leni-lonncrs:riicl tJr,-: c:.1..itr.l j-sts in tjru ci_tic:s...

rron thc Fafklancl -[s]_:rn,ls thcr,isulves, thc 4r,,..,;ntj-ncs lrr.,-,sent cJ11sj-stcci:>fc]lc.Iir'-,r)ntine lrtLrric:l t.: a F^.Ihl.:,nd Is1 rn,-1,cr wli-r fieil fro;;r thc islanrls r,vhcn
hc..sa-w ti-ic 1-,lrssi'eility cf ulir. ili:.ii thcrc l:;ugn a c-..1ony of, s.r.yr IOOTOOO,i:', cntincs, .;. e.:rsu for ciilcnj-:.r1 o;.,i;rcssi,:n c:r,tril jravc bc,cn i:iif,c r)ut. irt thc1s1 :.n ls h-'.rrc 1:,ccy, l. Sri.bish -r;ss:6ssion f :r l-50 yc:.rs... Thi: pi:?u1r,ti,-rn oftiic Islnnrls is En,qlish s;rc^,kin1; ::rrri.l:rf British descc_nt.

rr;il-thiu'':h theru 1rs o111y 1, BOO Fel-klanrlors, I.{irxlsts nGVurtirclcss hal,c totr.ke int'', c;nsirier,t.tj-rn t.huir rir"hts an.:1. in'borcsus. Thc, junL,-,r s c'l ai:.i tc tnc
F r-1irl.'rn'1s is ;;u.rely i,n ir:r.;cri,::.1 ist cr:ri;r f .-:r 1o ;t in thc shn,rc r f rcs )urccswhlch c.r.n l.rc c'lovc-l -.-tc.1 , nJ-th.:u-1h cvon i;his is ,soc.)i.t:1.r.ry t,: Uicir aim rf
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i1itr.,rtin,-: lvlrJ<ers nlcu; nati rri:.1iat lincs.,.

rlfho attituclc If li.rx-i-;,:fs f ;-.1vnrcls tlr.is vl:.r i-s *cc-r-.icil b.y r11 thcse c rnsicl-
cr:.ti'tns, ?-n,i n, rvu .a}1 i-,y th; fr.ct thrt it is tw,l il;l-..;i'i-.11st il()v,/crs r,vhich
:lrc at w::.r, cvei: ti:;uilh thc .;zilciltiria r"1.r.y in tht. .:nst l:arlc 1',cr;n, like tlic
USA, a c;1cnial ci.,untry. Thcrcf .;rc vic ':rpi)csc th,,- ca1;it ri::-st w.nr c f :\rr';cntin:'.
Arlainst Dritain, r-r,. -1 1'IC -l-.-L'jsL thc ea.:'itllist ,.,i,'.r : f iirlt.,rn l1',iriirst ;iri:-ii-
+i -^Uiil. .. . .

frin thrs u.r-,rr, r :'lc.fc.r.t fcr :ir.;.:nt1na -1'+i1I ;.,r:r..r:kc thc r. v.1utl-,)n. If tito
Tahh Frrcc is dtrfo..tcr'Lr )n thc :thcr h:.n.i, i-t t';i11- t'tcari th,, rLi)rl'nfnltr .-if the
Th..tcl:cr i,"3i./crJrlr,iorlt. Eithr:r' rvc,.l-'l-t w,.,u1 ri l. c l-Ii L.l:o in'bcrur;t,s ,rf tiru it'-arltin :

class intcrniti^,n-:1 Iy. rr

i,'irl-itiint r-rf c )ursc j;) :.11 thc wayl. In lvlilitritt Intcrn'.ti:..,1:,:if Roviclv Juirc
L9BZ, thcy rlun..L t,he ;rlsiti:n 'rff l-:v seyinil that hr.ri ii L.il.'rur l;cvurnmL'nt
l:ccn in r)o',.,.ICr in il.l'itnin, thcy vr,.ruld h,.rvr., call cd f r:: it t ' c ;iitiriuo titc I'ier,
l L:ii,;ur , ovurtllieot,, thoy r:.ii11 , rlci)uic'l havc rr-,i:l 1y ;"Lcf u'lt'r.l thc clict:'.t:-:rshii:rt.
0n 1-:cir:r1f , of c;ursc', of Dritish in, i,11r.lisn.

Sc thc 14ilit,rnt t.,kc it the wholc 'rr,i;',y, .)u.u lraj.,rity c )li1r3dce c',crnrt, i:ut
thc core of t]:: r'ri;ul'1erit, froil tlic nlturc cf l:r;enti-nr' th'rcitllh self-t"ctermiue-
ti-:n for the F.".lkl-in:lcrs nnc' th; '.+ithr-l:rnwrl- of thc i':ri;untinc troc;;s is
rcraarkaj:,Iy siriril-.r. If c ii'iirrcics sti1.l- ,-1,lul t this, thcy sh,t-li'-l e.sk niw thc
I..ISL en.Leci u;: sui;il,-lrtinat thc },iiiit:rnt roclluti:n :lt thc LPYS cittfi;rcn9"?At_ 

^
wi:.s a Cist,;uitiria o,,c1ly ;r-rc-Dritis| rce-'luti'rn, rgir.ich '.ft..-t" c'11lin11 1uv{-}1f-
i.l.etcrnin-ti.,rn for tlic t!'"1-kf,rn,lcrs lnl.)/ Contlenns rrtl^,e hy;ocricytt r.;f'l;ritish
irrt;cri:-Iisr: as en af tcr-th-;ui ht ancl- has e list cf :lci,t,'.nris utilicii inclu'-lc
ttDoivn with thc -i;r";.ntlnu ,irv..rnmcnbrr anc'. tti--llck tr.'.'c wi'bh ',ri.,ctrt.inarr. There
is nc c trr.tlcnn,ttion rf i-lritain. Irig c^1-l f ',r thc ulLh'-'.r'^-ws.] of the fIcct. Ii:)

call tr l;leck w'ir su;)p]i-cs in i''rit'"rin'

itish victc rc ssi-vc?
Bot ccnradcs Crrllan .an nncl l.

vsc i:rust Cr--riit.:1^;icIy rc jcCt. Ceirnr:a.r.1Cvictcry rrs ;)r.l3rcssi'li. It ic sj..):;lothin '

Car'i1n.n lias r':.1sc11 i-t ljl:lny tlltcs in thu
cl-dar thrt ..t thc l c;'i-nnfriil lf th'c t'ier Itu

r.-...;cr.tu.'.1y ce:',r'icLci"iso Th:itchcr I s

c r)L'i rsc .: f th c 'r,clrrii.c . I{c lnicic i t
w:-,ri-l-';l hrrlc rrllrCfcrrr;clrt 1 Brit,ish

vic tory, vuly ilro,'ircssi.vetlrvns nct.:so urr", 4nr-rr

(aIthlu,:h iinlcsrs f ini sutr,--lcrst.i'!n.l tiic w:rl'.s, if s :;lcthi-rr;; 1: j i-lctivcly

refcyriir' t,o Rritrints I :rurr:ccis 1c:ii )cratic institu
snic'; a Thatclicz' rrictorY wclr-'--l-c]. l:c ttol jecti

l-s c

ti':ns. Later hc

ilrci-.rc s$ivc rrye w:'' Lil-i1,

ai;;ut it, g;'.Yir!1,, rlTh
su;:;;,--:rt j-t!). In Ii6, C'r.r.--J-an is ,r

c i':.r ,cnti-nc 11,-: o;'1 c h'-r'rc n -'t Buf f'il:c
tt. C.tnr,r.cl: I(inncl-I in I3 12, P.4, Ii
r- :,.f th: ilrS,:ntinc tr)rkcrsrr.

c1 a cicf c:.t tvith lnY
1ys the :,utclmo is

hit nlr' i:lcclest

h:.nnful c lnscqucnccs
tt::.1 l- to thc acl-v;',.trt^,ii

These sta.tenicirts, vrhj-ch arc sh.:rcking frrli th;se tl}:-) view thc l','::r1 i'i frcm atl

in tornl-tic,rralist sten{1:lint, i'.ro :r- rin nc eccicicnt. T}rcy nr; thc 1ci-lical
{)ntcJinc of thc i.:i:.jcrity cr)tilra.lcsr r;:'.1 ;rsition, "v}tich i'iilitlnt i:rin.; cut
s.) c]-i:i:r.Iy, tirr.t iritlin an:1 ,\r,;ontj-n'. ::,rc 1-o ili mici'-1I c-rankin.'. ca'litrlist
i:)f,ucrEi, n.-i qua.Iitatirrcly rlif f crcnt, thcr,-,forc th. .lu'bcriito is nrt in rcrtant'

Thc s rel- t _1

1.r

.l:r[jcn
str.tus.
r)C)

charlctcriai ni:
;csiti rn
actu.:llIy
c.,]onisa.
l5O yo:lr
tc l , lvhi
SO ncvcr
Coalitc

c l.r;,'innit:' c

a

his lct'tur to JL, Ccnr.r-c], c Kinnu'll gggfyS:
cri.i tr,v.-' cluntrius

thc tsritish
o f equ:tI

thcy enil u;;
tirc Arl;cntinc
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It 1.,rrls tc Ei-:iiiu intur-sti:r ; que.sti ;ns an'"1 s l:lic strairi c c 'nclusions' If

. l-ro )rJr.1.s I f iirrtish c.;nti":1 j-r; 1n Lr1:u:',:cnt t''.) icstrcy ;:rScntinrt s claiin ' 
:'t

what point rrn= it iiestroycil-?;Lft.r 5o yc:rs? 100 yc':Lrs? Atso, @' arc thcre

nc iir;-:entin;s cn the islan,l, v,ihich thc i;iejlrity.:rnd- thc iutilitant pcint tc so

strcnl:Iy? Decausc Dritain i-;:t;;,:scci .{?cit! im:iiiilr'ti'-:ii c':ntt'cls anrl kcpt thcil

;;;"-'t; kcc,i:r the,, enclave ;,ri". It.ll;airri'erri.is i.r i-6nore this ..rliut,
e111p1:1;e Sccbt ,fCi'".fiir th'' sejorrity c,'isr in Ill L2 3.r' an articlc ;'etcnticusly

.ca1Iei].tl0nceii1crclnthcFl}k-.l-I'nr]slr,o.ctu.;t]fyt,nl.:sup}ra1fc1ofcnciirrlthis
pclicy r,'iith flip;:rnnt statr;mi.nts likc this:

rtThc rc-11ity is thrt 1-- ece.ur:c r:f 'thc sizc:lf thi: ,.:o;rulr,Li--rtl , thc islrn'-l,ersr
rii;ht tc sclf-,ictcrninatiin ecul11 l.:c ovcr'-r'iL-r.:'1cn siil;:1y by ;^'r1-ientiirr settlinii
cn,)ua:ih pecplc tirc::u t,: ou-tvr.;te the ,rresi;nt c:)l:lilunityrt. AItLtru.:-,h c;lirlred|c Scctt
notcs in the ncxt sccti,ln that lrrc are agirinst irnnii:rrti'ln c'ntrlls, it dccs
not mitiiiate r,rakini,, such a ltoj-nt which justifrcs Rritaints'racist lr-lvs nnii
shi:ws tho rlr.ri3*rDui trcrrrL in this line cf ar5u:icnt. Scctt t s ncxt scntellco,
r,,rhj-ch is .:r re,joincr tc Cuntif fe. vlh,> is attnckin3 thtl i;ritish cascn c':ntinu.ljs
his.ldfen"u oi thc nritish cr.sc:rr.r^r.re wc tl tike this scrirusly (t,hc
Art:cntilc c11so) that the st,.tir,rr-i-nril cf ,r f cw :'bzen -':rgcntJ-ne tro':Ps, w:r -rsc

i-,ri,r"n"nt hlties wcurl,-i. hrrvo l:ccn in Ar;.llcntina, for 4 ulh:'1c ycerer ;;irres
7rr5oltina. a clairri oi1 thc F'alklancls a-airtst a civilian c:iili;iuri'ity who h:'.'.'3 livc-'d
ancl wcrkcC. there for t5O ycars riiith, until n,rr;t, fro r(;:l1 cJ:aIlcnr;c frcrl
i,rr.cntina :r f their rir;ht tl ,"ic so tr.

YJe finc'l- r,ve h:rve l:cs-n su' jecteC tc .,r- c1e1.qht,:f h:rnC. S6,-1denIy the r''11-silutccl'
alaj-urs'ar:c bct'reen ;irgcntina anrl tlie F.all<lrnrl isllni!ers. i;ritej-u, thc i;:t-icri-
alist :)or,rrer, is suii..'lcn1y n::t invclvcc'r in thd d"isirutoe iil'It1 by {efcnilin5 thc
i-sl-anC.ers? c:iso cf ccUr,ie Tjr..Lcherts clse is clef enrlec.l sinCe it is the s:i:re,'

.,.,.

Hcw c.Lr we charilcterioe .: ivi',r?
ffi-iffiT:thcrrr,:j.:rity.C:Isc',SG€Il1tol.;.rsctheir-positi:n
tiie fact thrt the w-.r st..l-::tcr.l wj-th a. reacti-rnrry tou=.sir..1tr. .llut w:]rs c,:rnn,]t
be charactcrisc,.r. '[y incir;lerlts vrhi_ch starteri thent, :r. ttris r,v:;u]-..1 lcrd us tc
s/)rlle vcry stranSr;e c:nclusirrns. Vle h:.rre t,: juril;e then 1;clitic:i11y frrr: thc
fcrces i-nvclveci

Scne c:tiiir:icles se)ri h'J,,v cLn i: vJ.",r wi:ich hci'1n rc;:..ction.1.ry hec')1i1c ,rriirress-
[ivo? I crntt se e, hclv it is such .:l clif f,icu]-t issue. Thrtcherts r-ieci-sirn tq l;c
Ito v,..:,r trr:lrrsf orlTicr"l thq: situetion frlnl r. reicti ;n:r-ry inv:,.sicn rr tirc llalvin"isr.
lciesi::;ne,;cl tc c-int^-in the i,r.,cntine l',rxk-j-ng c1rss, ,intc ,r..trrar l:.cturr;cn rn
licri;erinl-ist c.runtry .t'nr1 i. c)untry l.;;;rcssc;i l;y ii'n;;urir..,r-isrn, Frli:i thlt mi;r:lclt'
cnvrrrcr,s grat is wtrit it w..-s. OUr- rruslss,rrnt oi thc ,i;rir_lin::l_ invacicn cr :-,,..f ' '

GaIt,i.erj-rs t1i,:tivos n) 1cn6.er crrr<: into it.

iiri;:cntino rf nrrti rn:1i sm rt

lhrru5hcut thc r,trin n:".j,:;rity 11;cuncnt i:5, s;.1'1i 1,1,ru C,:lr ;1 nn :lnr'l KinnciI,
our ruf ercrtccs t: antj--iin;,s1 i11l ig1 scntirr.cnt in. thc ,\rg:ctitine (lr Lli;:-n
:\merican) ,ycrkin:ll class is rtt::icker-'1 as tt;lriiuntlnc chruvinlsnirr. Thu tros'b flv-
ourrr;l-e conncnt :rl:cut it is i-:y Kinncll vlh.: says: rrlf I rrckc.,1 r,iy h'r^,ins I
mi5.1htihe rlle t': iina.i,i166 a situnti:n in which rirfientine nrbionrli-sm lt;u1l:
;.r1ay a 

",rJ;-.ressivc f :l-e. tl

iit, tho. JuIy TIC moutin[ hrt',rcvr:r, the re ri,ris r r-l.rai::rtic svrritcir. i],:rth c ttli-
rad,es t,i',lkcC .;f rnti-itnpc. i,:.1isn in thc Ari;entiilc i;rnsscs rni,l ,stresscrl thc
nceC for a:)roaireilrriio to ch-.nncl it intc a clerrly n,hti-in;errii:t1i-st rlirecti:n.
(;ilthlu5h it is hiirrl tc scc rvh:.t such a Ir-calrnnlre lvrul,r ri l;.'te. tc, ri,'hcn
llr,luul'l for fr.;rn L stan,:h":rrnt ,:;f c.l11iri1; f.rr the ':',.:ft,at .tf thc ,].rttentinc
forces l-:y Thatcircr).

l,iilthr.lr,rw thc .lrrfleatinc trrr;:s!
;L l;i-t n+re nccds tr hc s.rici el::ut t,his rlcrri;.,.ni1 wl:rich wr.s s'bu.ck t,-: str.:nirly

by tho il'lj:rity tlir.;ul'h-rut tfte w',r, sj-nce it w,",.s ncccssf.ry f9r thc sclf-
dictcrri-i naticir issue, i-.ut nit i..iven i.rullj-c pr:mincnc;. In sr>nc 1,r.y* it takcs
thc c,:ntradicticns in thc ilr.jori-ty cr,su ,a stn6o furthcr, si-ncc- it is in

1.rn
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rcillty e ceil_ fcr a Th."tcjrcr vidtcry.

Just th_tnk rlr.:ut
an.L thc vtithc'Lral,,al r
l:,een achieve dre thc :,;

F:-1k1rn;lcrs. thc.y w -r

sa.ys ttt'y vl.utin;r to
the Ii<l':rn islr.ncl,s

prrlj.cy.

!9LU.I!A__qBREr4_PW : "IN oRDER To I.IGH'I AGAINST

IMPERIALISMi, NO SUPPOR? TO THE DICTATORSHIP''

(tfris statement was published on April 5th PO 328, 3 days after the
Galtj-eri invasion. It shows how early PO developed their position and
its (ronsistency. )

The occu.patl.on cf the Malvinas by the mi-Iltary government, has produced
an international crisj-s in which the main imperi-alist powers are
implicated and poses for Argentlne workers and anti-imperialist secLors
a whole number -of proUiems, which if Lhey are not solved wi-s:1y cou-ld
make the long and painful struggl-e of our people against the selL-out
military dicia"borshj.p and rmperialism barren, Also important problems'
are pos-ed for the woikers, and especially the revolutionaries of the'
,lmperialist natj.ons which oppress us the US, Great Britain, France
whose correct solution depends on wl:ether it furthers or not the cause
of proletarian j-nternationaLj-sm"

Thestru.gg1etothedeathfornationaiindependenceo
The flrst thing to be made clear is that it is not eaough to recover

terr-i.tory which belongs to us historj-caIly and geographically, and which
is in imperialst hands, tc be i-n the presence of a real actj-on of
national independence. ft is eviden+- tf,at this dependos on the aj-ms that
determine thii acc or- reeove.ryr ds v.rell- as the totel poiitics of the
junta which carries it out. If the recovery of the Malvj-nas is in order
Lo change master in the South Atlantic, or in order to reso-lve a legal
aisprrte-which impedes the handi-ng over of the riches of the region to
forbign capital, 1t j-s clear that the action has an antj--imperialist
appeai.nce br:t its i'eaI projection is a greater submission to imperia-
ii!m" Such a thing should not surprise in a continent where bourgeoi-s
nationalism has a long traj-ning j-n demagogY, and in the tactic of
deception of -uhe Popular masses.

nxact}y a month before the occupation of the Malvinas, thg daily
f'La Prensa", 3/3/92, gave a vast amount of information about the cha-
racter and aims of this operation ; 'tIn the (arEentine) sources consul-
ted , it is suggested to us, that the Nor-th American government has
expressd its tunderstandi-ng! in relation tc the new posture by Buenos
Aires, and also its belief that the recovery of the llal-vinas by Argen-
tina constitutes, at th-ts altitude, a condition almost I sina qua non I

for the establishment of an eCequai:e Western defence stnrcture j-n the
South Atlantic, oppcsed to the Soviet penetration in the zone', and the
tensions exis ting from a)-ong way back caused by the Beagle dispute

it. Thc iiiSl cr.11uL,i f,rr t,l:c,r,riil:,ir,-Lv,aI ;ff the -*rr'jcntino trrc;..,s fr,;t,_r thc ija'lvinas
S-L th,ri c.r1ls f".,,r thu ril ht -,,f sclf_ tctcul:i thcn cxu,rcisc the ir i;cl f_i1,,:te : ltinr r_i
stey lyith lritainrr. rj.rh:t is thc rerult?
. ,in unclur_Lific.11 lritish vict,r:r j-s rciri

€

!

thc British flect
. If t,hi-s hrrrl
::-ri-nr.tiin ftr thc
r)n as Car,rl:r-n
- Dri-tei.n rct.rins
cvcrl thr ru;.ir



between Argentina and Chilc, at present -j.n the hanCs of thr: vatj.cin: r,_meciat-ron whos€, resolutj.on can clepeno, j-n e c€r'E,&j-n way, on tire greateror lesser weight of the strategic or geopo-1itica.l posilion oi argentinain the whoLe au-str.rL region, n6t onjy--rn the Beagil, so that both mattersappear also profoundh, conr:ected, and not only ficm'the point of viewof military securir-y and. geireral economics, 
"i."upl the aipromaiic inte-rests of the church are referred to, As for washington, everyone ag-reesin one thinq : the recovery 'oy Argentina of the I'taivii.:as wouid maybeopen up the door to trre c-r:Lation 5i j"i"t bases o, tr,o i-slands - or totlS leasing of bases to the us - witi rnuch more capacity of control overall the area whatever defens-ivel ocvi-ce in the tseagle wlrether Argentineor Chilecan or of another lrjestern country (besijes'itr.y woufdn,t -exelude

each other)',.

"as far as we know, the 'Argentine prans contempiate equa11y, eventui-rL . -iBritj'sh interests which jo-beycrna irre lpecific oncs of the Marvinas t -vLhaving moreoverr $reat€r-geneiosity_co1i9ryi"q tnspect f,or their proper-, tv, political and cultura:- status,'ri"irirj.es""i-;ii-irn!; ;il=i;n",rtlnaand even special financial d;G;;.;i;;. rn this sense it is poinredout to us that Bueiros aiies wouta be disposed to offe:: B.p. and otherBr'ttish companie" . p..iicipatio; i; tr,e- e*pt.oitaiion of hydrocarbonsand o'ther resourg:",i1 important areas of the region, the sanne facilitiesfor j'Ls flee:t, a1r trris-iir a- way that the aevoruiion or sovereignty wilrnot imply any decrease - rather'th;-"orrtr.ry- of the perspectj_ves ofaritain i'n the south-atlantic. u;d.d;;dfy, this temperament tends notonly ro facilltate 1 o...1r"1 ";i;Ii",i, ni,i ;i;; il"'"or,"oridate rhetacit endorsement of fu'r"-us, in trr..rr.rrt that it would necessitatc themilrtary procedur",- ov-'tirl ,.y cr wasrrington a.zoj-ding the greater partof frictions wi-th tr,eir-^ilousins, and NATo a1ries.,,
I I,a Nacion I of the fol_lowing day (4/3/82) posed something similar,i1tffi:fl?"ffi[. a airrer";;-ans1e, rul tr,is' time'wiu. irrrormation sleanecl

,Local diplomatic sources__=.,trying.to deter.mine if the renewed bol.d-ness of Aroentina to recover the poJiiior, ;i-th; MJj.rrirra" isrands isrelated to the gi""'i"!*ilt.trr.tioiurisatton oi tr.,o-a*erican conti.nental
"The re-arming of veneZuela, the announcement of ttre fj.r-"t NATo ,manoeuvrein the culf oi r,rexica, -.Ia 

ir-,"' ".ur"i*ro, ;;; N;riir-a*.ricqn ba.ses onthe western caribbean' 
""J=t, 

"urI"Ji'Jropru"*ion 
of the,new dimensi.onattributecl to.the aefenee cf the ccntlnent.'rrt has coineide.l ;ith-';ie s,dden urro-rrigoior" effort by Argentina fora quick resolution co'iceini-lq Po;";=Jion of the ii"rriperagc:rhar controlsthe ausrrar- route" The nng:i;h-h;;;";;;* rhere during more than a cen_

il,iili=::t":n:i: ffftilfiIu'n'*. ;;";';;ir-ns beca,,".: or the neivf ilscar
"The Nbrth rle5ican:fr;il estimates that_ the Cuban high "". ff"ut,although tiny. ccnstitut6s- a trrreii io-trr. continental rcutes"rhe cuban 

"F,ini a;-;r-iu-r*. ? lis .puiitiJ;;i;ilEi.y :.r, the southernwa!ers'' but' their inte"se'activity iil-in. ,u*uria'iur" cf the caribbeancan distract tne Noiiil"ii..-r-.ur-rrirlf ior.." rhat patrol the australchannels.
"Jt wr:uLd be ev-en more sericus j-nthe case. gf a pctentiar. crisis i, theIndianocean,.which,"igi=in-trre_"":.J,,r.tio,,";;";ii;.NorthAmerican
navaL strategist.s, =-'- errs uclrLjttr-drJ.ons of the.North Amerj_c 

:rrDipl0matic iources pcint out_that what tl"y percei'e as a growino.3iffi::t:e - Nofrh Ama;ilan mi.rit.rv"r.i.tir>nship is added to thes5
"Although lt .is recognised that l.ilaslirington alv,rays tri.ed to avoid thequesti'on of the.ualvina",-'tr',.*i-;";iil;,i,"t.n"es'.orrra 

lead it to a reyi_sion of its position;--;;'u i."."t; #&-:ouLd encourage Argentina to forcethe change.
"The sources doubt that the sele of pJanes to vc'ezueIa, the search for



t

bases 1n Li:e Caribbean, and the first N/ITO exercises Ln an lnteric_r
American soa can be lsolated events r
"Of what there is no doubt is that iiashingtcn places the guestion of
the 'defence of j.ts continental- allies in a globa1 perspective that could
lead 1t Lo persuade Britaj-n to resolve the irritating austral subject
with one cf its key aIIies"
"The impression r-.,f the diplornatic sources is that although there ere no
formal elernents to establish what j-s that :s happening, 'something can
be happening. Nelither Argentj-na nor the US are quiet, and even more,
they are operating in tandem. rr

Once again, the well-infcrrned weekly rLatin Arnerican lVeekly Reportt af
London reported on i2/3/e2 B

,,Argentina is considering a broad range of optj-cns fr:r a tunilatqral-
actiont, aecording to scrlrces in Buenos Aires, if Brj.tain isnrt dispo-
sed to make conceisions. This include inj-tia.tives in thc UN, a break
in dlplomatj-c relations, and, last1y, an invasion of the i-slands.
"The fint with the internal pclitical situatir:n is c1ear. This has
aIrea,ly been d.escribed as a tpolitical yeart, anC Presj-dent Galtieri
feels Lhat a drastic acticn over the Ualvinas, fcr long a question'cf
nationalist prj-de, would dc wcnders for his popularity" Some_observers
bellieve that he will use the questicn 3s a platform for the launching
of an official or semi-officiSf party. They remember the successfUl
electoral slogan of Lg46, rBradei or-Peroni (Braden was the y.ankee
ambassador, aia tfre. implication rvas that Peron was thc only genuine
nationalist cand.idate)l ff,o new version, according to these observers
would be 'Glatieri or Britaint.
'rGovernment functicnaries think th.et the international repercussions
cf a hard line against Brit.ain wcruld be mapageable. Argentine- foreign
policy is firmiy leaning towards the Reagan administration, while the
i,."" 6f it" grain is boughi U:r,it " Soviei, Union. Ncne of either ( -
superpowers, it is argued, worrld vary its present policy tcl defend the
British pcsitionc _,'There is a strong suggestion, in the li:gh,t of lJashingtonrs. anxietV r1,rth

"""1-,iity-i" 
it'r" S5uth-iiitlantlc, that it would be opportune to solve the

disputel This would open the road tc the installation of North Ameri-
can-milj-tary bases, a possibility cver which there has been much
speculation- in BuenoS alres since Galtieri took power. "

A11 this information must be linked to a more general prcblem 3

f"t.igi p"fi.V is a continuation of internal policy, and the internal
ina f5reigr. pi,fi-y of Galtj-erj.-Alemann is of subseivience to imperialism'
thereforel w?ratever the eonsequences of the internationai crisis are, 

-,
as a r"=rrit of the ccntradi"tiorr" and al.Liances between^ the yankees' and
the English, and between the dict.rtorship and both, the occupation of
the I',talvinas isnrt ar.part of national liberation cr national independen-
c€, but an j-mage of nitional sovereignty, because it is limited to the
territorial.,whileitsscrcialccntentcontinuesbeingpro-imperialist'
Ttre national state is formally scvereign in a-lL of ccntinenta] Argenti-

""-t.iill;;t, 
and this isn't in contnadiction with the fact that, by its

eeonomic and. international policy, it, is subject to imperiali"T"
To take the recovery of the rtalvinas as an isolated deed of

sovereignty and worse, cbscuring the active negotiatlon with imperla-
Iism on-the part of the dictatciship, to integiate the occupatj-on into
i pio-imperi-atist strategy, is to a1low cneself to be dragged along,
consciously or unconsciously, by bourgeois demagogy. .

Pbir;rj1y: fnternal struggle against imperialist agression.

Argentina is a natj-cn cppressed by imperlalism; the guestion of the Yul-
viijas j-s one aspect cf tirat oppreision. Regardi-ng this situation as a
lu[aiu, -rr1it- is tr,e 

-priority i"- tr1" liberation tsiuggle?
Today, the ergeitirr. slate that underta.kes the iecovery of the

,

Ly



Malvinas is in the hands of the dir..jct and indirect agents of the
powers that subjugate our nation . What scope can an act of soverelgn-
ty.have when the ccuntry which undertakes it (not when the governmentthat executes it) is politically dominated by the agents of nationaloppression? rt is inferred therefore that the priority is another : to
smash first the internal. reactlon, to cut thJ bonds oi the subjugatJ.on(economj.c and diplomatic) and tc ionstruct a powerful intebnal anti_lmpegialist' and revolutionary. fron!, based on the workers. The priorityof a real naticnal struggle. -is to'smash the internaf fiont of reactionand to establish the. revolutionary front of the masses. rt happened thus,in..aLl the great national .emancipitory ventures : the prencii;-il;;i";;--
Chinese and Cuban revoluti.ons.fn relatj.on to the fundamentaL priority of the struggle for natio_naL Libcration the .ccupaticn. of the Malviias rs an-""i=Jf distraction,of which the dictatorship seeks to e"tract internar and internationalrevenue for the Aroentine exploiters and the rmperiaiist:bJurgeoisiesthey. lprotectt . rhis is tfre -goveriJni"riri.ch 

simuf taneously with theMarvlnas action, intervenes,iiril".iiv ;;-;i ;;i;;;;;;";i;L"srua andBorivLa, in crder to.retmplant oi -initiry the naticnal oppression. rtis sure that cartierr ana-*r" c;;#i "s-t'.ri"i."J ii""shl'iier yankeeimperiarlsm would reward these ;;;i;.;;-ii.;i;; ;#;"I; JXcupy trreMalvinas. whatever ti,e "oui""-";-;;;;;, brhat Ls cLear is that the oc-cupatlon of the Marvinas i""tt trr.'i*iI 
"r national liberation, but adistractionary manceuvre. The aiciaioisr:ip has had recourse to 1t, incrder to set our of irs prot"u"a-ii;;;;;t-";Gi;-;e:;;il;..

:f".*::"ff 5E.injn3"l,"t'i",-,*"i ilil';; arms and mare iii the rensth

Britain, France and other declining colonial powers are pressurl singYankee imperialism in order to fcr ce, by whatever means , an! Argentinewithdraira 1 because it is a rbad example ! fcr their 1ast coloni.aL pos-session. The Ang^los are despera te about the repercussion that a capitu-lation of rHer Maj ave on the gIcjri.ous fr ish natlon.Yankee imperlallsm itself 1 s turni.ng belllcose, because, probably,lt doesnrt like the direct methcd of the recovery- of the Malvinas andbecause it could cons ider the dictatorsh ip toc weak in order to.be ca_pab le of pfedging itself actively in the south Atlantic pact. Thereforeit is exercising an intense pressure to get awal of Argentinetroops, or ofY. to suffer a di the Britlsh navy.
rlalism tha snrt for patriotism but fcr authen tic enti-impe-

rfiti

estyr could h

on the contr
s !,/ar, it Lt we pose :

t only a naval w
lmperiallsm Thls is no

I.rar to the death , revolution ary war againstar in the South but an attackon imperialist pro on the whcle natlonaL terrain , confiscation offoreign perty
capital and above all armin g of the workers.The socialist and workers parties of Europe have 1lned up once morewith their imperiaL i st bcurgeoisie. They belleve that by descrlbln gceltieri di.ctator . they con secrate themse 1veS as democrats
as a t ]Ittle

when the maln oppression is that r>f the imperialists r democrats r pre-cisely those who present the rnment to the lit tLe dictator. We calL

r the historic

goveupon the genulne European revolutionaries to re dtrate theLr governmentsto defend Argentlne ri t to the Malvinas and to .make every effort
the gh

pu
to sabotage the war wtIl of the I dsrn6sr.6g1g I Brltish crovngaoler of peoples.

Thc dictatorship doesntt wa;t any flght against imperj,alLsm.
The policy of the di:!1e.:l+p lsrrespect_ for the o.oo.rao, of rhecppressors. Such is how-GaLtiEri:afem-aii have been-l"IfiiiS confrcnting
ili: :iilil;d*?* r.iiiiliii:h,:l f :.:;*#;#.iti3sr "*"li* ir;il":cher had to intervene i\rgenti.ne f;es'i; rondon. befo*i 

-ti! 
iictatorshiprushed into a ridiculous'-;[il;il'Iintlor trrat d.oesnrt .i*p.a. the fr.iohtor capital for rhe hlack market";";-i;;"g: 

.th" capital of other impe_rlal ist nati.ons r.",n i"ir"iiiii "irrii',l"jil5.]. 
ooy"ott.The dictatorshLp rs already capltulating.



Also there.is evidence that it would be fcr acceting tmediationr by Rea-r
ganabout,verba1reCognitionofArgentinesoverei9nty,inreturnfor
!ra6ua1 devolution of the archlpelSgo and with strong economic, milita-
iy and internal political ccnditicni, Costa Mendez and Ross have already
sila at the UN that they accept negotiations on the basis of formal re-
cognition o,' scvereignty,
On6 rnustrt,t confuse Supiort for the naticnaf c-r.alm with politlcal sup.- .

poit- ioi whoever, in t?ri s case the dictatorship, seeks to lead the
'"ir"gglE ior tfrai c1aim, as i\hat $rcufd signi{y suppo:'t -to, the inconse-
quen€, txaitorous u.rd "ir.t anti-nacionai- leadershlp of the stnrggle
for the national c1aim.
Workers and anti- impeiiafist independence vis-a-vis the dictatorship.

It wanted, and wants, to drag the Argentine workers behind the dic-
tatoiship, taiing ua"."tlg"-oi-ifiu r,rir.ri.ias affair, and even to h'hLte-
wash it for lts .ti..,'-t"'ioigoi it" ""riing out (io- imperiarisxn - m'j')
i"a ugi.""ion againsa ttre worf,ers, And this, especialfy. af'ter the great
events of the Sottt thai ttlwarted lll the efforts of restraint and
paralysj.s of the vruriipaiiiaeria. There is even talk of a government of
InatLonal unity,. r" 

-tili" -ienliepri 
se , ttre uurti, Miguel, Triacca, ubal-

dinj- and the cP have lined themselves up. Onfy a minority. of cGT leaders
reslsted the parody of making a demonstration of support to the dicta-
l"i"r,ip "" apiir zia. This honours them' r--.--., ^i.iBut precisefy inoraei l"-ir"". the liberty,to fight. imperialism and stoi:
them negotlating the t'lalvinas in return 6f unac6eptable concessions' it
i-s necessary to not support poIlticalIy ifre anti-national dlctatorship'
i; ;-;;;-;;-can strike^-i*,. r6rei'gn enefty together' but we wilL never
support the politlc"'*iiii-wfti.cn ffre alctaioistrip ieads that.war, we tdili
fight to convlnce the workers that a r";;i;tr;;';ry leadership is necEsa::y

Faced wlth tfri.s si.tulti;;'-;a i" tne face of the Lntentions- to subject
workers to taifendi;-;;a ""pp"it ior the dictatorship we thimk it is ne

;;;;;* io maintain-r"i-x"r"-iira antiS.mperialist independence *1th a

precise pfogfamme t -------- - 
.(1) oenunciation of the intentions to capitulate before imperiafism'

wherher a sell-out ;;;"fi;il;" (eccnomil or foreign policv) or'a with-
drawal j.n exchange toi'"""aitiona1 and qradual devolution of the island'
(2) Demanal thc interventlon of trre prop6riv of al-I foreign capital which
i.'"it..ay sabotaging or speculating against the nationaL- economy'
(3) In case of war. 

-5xtend- it to the wrroiE-country, attacking and" confis
cating imperialist "#il;i e 

-"Uorr"u:.f calt upon wSrkers to .arm thernselves
(4) Immediate satisfiltion of the demands ma-ile bt T.unions,/workersr or-.
ganisatlons ana af sJ--ifrn--ae*u"a" maae by relativesr/mothers of disappeared
(5) Impel the formaiion--of an . anti-imperialist front that will practi-
ca1ly push this Programme.
fne Setisive battle-will be on the internal front
The dlctatorsrri"p nas two aiter""t:.".s beiore''it, either to obtain the
insertion of the u"i"i"i"-o...,.p"ti"" into an agreement with imperialj- sm.

cr decide to fight ["-"i"o honlur. In both cas6s i.ts internal dislocation
wiLl be undeferablei fii"iiy b."-o"t its discredit among the masses and
patrlotic sectors ,irr-u"-ri-iai, frlsing 'tlgglf w+tl th:,S?neral lmpasse
of the regime .u"a "6.o"art;;;d" 

it bieaks- its internal frcnt with
blg capital
T;; il;G;i"te i" already conscio.us.^of this prcblem' rt is reflected in
the editorials of ,iu-pi3""i;, i/,i/eZ, bemoai:ing the rinco-mprehensionr

"i-n".g"", 
ior the ."ff"-"i-tit" 'a.,ify'for the iiclusion of the Malvinas

in the Yankee stratJ&i a"a i" tr," divergence of rclarinr t 3/4/82 w}l.ic}r

caI1s for a turn towards third-worldlsm.
fir.-roif.f"g cfosu ,m."I-i" -c"nJ"i"us of this because if it blinds ltself
t" tt" sitriatlon, it-wiff prepare a change of regime to its ordn cost'
Therfore the demand for unrestricted pclitical d6mocracy and a soverelgn
Constituant Asseniblla 'must contj-nue to be raised"

(4/4/82)



MATYTN&S/F4tKuNqs
PoLL!,icA.Ef'u-qe (.'r"gentina sectj.on 6f Fourth Tnternationalist Tendancy),
arj.]S-l9_of" 12th iglgg, Ihr _P_glrligal S__rt_,t1t_ _qt*_Lh1-9_.Fge_ES._9.9__!-hS.*o,qI,in ?olitica Obrera No. )3O.

...The forcerL departi.tre of 'tivo thirds of thc British fleet to a zone 17,C00
kilcmetres from its usual operational area - with the.resulting breaches..,of fundamncntal mlliti:ry rlispositi,orrs - express the shakiness of the
world political ordrr of irnperiel-ism, cf 'urhich thglfeentina_.diqtatorshlp
liras a vital part. TLr,-" 1trngliir, r,ao to send ureir *t{fi1'88"8fi85'Ef;E
continental ,\rgentina and the Argentinian navy hacl ceased to be naturalaircraft carriers for world imperialism...And all this has oceurred sieply
b':eause, aftcr six years of merciless exnloitatlcn of the ,irgentinian economyby lnternatlonal ca;lita1 and its lccaI agents, together u.,ith the huge lmpasseof the Lrgen'tinian bourEeoise as a rryhole, ivere unclerminj-ng the bases of thetlictatorship and the bourgeois State to such an ertent that the regimefelt ob-]-iged to undertake an international arl.venture against onu oI the mj.no::imperialist countri-es, which has turned into a national "ur"", that cf thesubject sete against world ir.rperialism...The British troops, at the cost of' serious losses tc their flec't, surround the last bastion of Fuertc Argcntino.
The Argentj-nien military cornn:and promise to resist and transform the sj-tuationi-n this final battle.

But are the measures'necessary for victory being ad.opted.? Quite theopposite. For tr,vo mchths the militi:ry has told the media that theoccupation of th_c archipelago cannot be dislcdgerl.. In this wa.rr theargument for a plicy of submission to irrperialisrn has becn esieblished, txxinstead of arguments to expropriate inrperialism and.to al1y ourselves tocountries which supoort our case. First jn the South Georrjian Islands, thenin th'-- Iialvinas, th" rtnot dislodgeahlerr argument *ou= "rr"ried. Now.,.'Costailliendex rej::cts mllitary aid fron Cuba and venezuela, explaining that vrehavc no tri-ccoIogical" differences vuith imperialj-sm...that rve should go onbiing part of the system of imperialist ,iliancus which has mobiliseci t6d.;feat us as a nation. In th: midcll,: of a war this prosltlon is one of'bet::ayal....But in this,ryar ther,: i-s a conflict of principl.cs, or the warshouldnft ha.v': been begun. rn the final analysis thl princinle at stake isthe right of a minority cf bcurgeois imperirrlist countries to exploitthe great majority of oppressed bcurgeois naticns. An Argentinian. victoryin thts rvas is a victory for national self ri.etermination; f";;h; uuoiitio, "rof all forms of national op)ressii_.n.
".fnstrad of seeking tire help of T-,atin Lmeri.ca, they bring in the pope:instead of rnoblllsing the nation with crms, they mobili-le theriselve= ot '

lujan (confevences) with speeches. The diciatorshlp surrenders to the tmpximperialist ag3res.or because it does not want to break strati:,qic links with:i-,^The mllitary clique, thl exploiters, priests of elI pe:rsuasions, thestalllnists, are using the i,vgeptinian sci,li"r" that have die6 ancl yet to
'die in the ii{alvinas us r ron"truous uru"lruir,rqainst the working people,to make a deal with imperialism. This they call to win rrpeacer'.

As we assume no responsibilitl/ for ihu iriti-ation lr tf," conflict bythe riictatorship (for its class methods anri airns), *" 
"rroul-o--"r""""""1r""noresponsibility for th,,r imperialist peace that is ileveloping. The mr:ansnecessary to impcse victory for the nationaL cause no eiisi - arming thepeople, expropriation of imperialism, realignment of int,:rnationalaIli'ances. It is the dictatorshi-p 

"nd 
tourgec',ise that Save 6ecid.ed toreject and sabotage these methodi. For theil,'peace, witfr imperiuiiur-i" ffund'rmontal, because their vital interest ric! in """t"rlin;-;;i;;i;.1*" 

-
relations with imperj-alism. Are they nct punctually paying interest on thenational debt?

'The only vali<1 and ciu:rabl') peace is the oni: that will be won by smashingimperialisrn on all f,sonts. The church-nrilitrrry-starinist cempaigners forpeace with inrperial.ism tre the on,'.'s are perpLtuating thr: warr because theyperpetuate j-ts causes - the exploitation or natj.on by nation, :nd of man by rnan... "One of the chief cr:im,:s of the n:ilitary dictalorship is to haveconductecl the'war in such a timorous rnanner that the Ameritan imperialists
."..r./



2, !..

never feareC Dossjible cJnfiscaticn of its property in A-rgentina , .or: ..

a realignment of the reginnets alliances. ft was therefore not pcssibl-e..to !
exploit differences between Amr:ricans and Snglish to wcaken the f1eet.. With
its du.featist line the Cictato::ship helped to avoid a break 1n the imper-
ialist front...The Thatcher government is obligcd to win in thc l,Ia1vj-nas
to stay in r:ower. As this w?s one of the main aims in sentllng the fleet,
it is replacing cther general interests of imi:erialism for a negotiated
settlennent in the South Atlantic. ..For thc Americans the priority is to
renew their role as medietors...But it is highly like1y that the lirnericans
thlnk that only political change in lrgentina will- mske a settlomcnt posslble.
...The fact that the bourEeois parties (multipartitia:ria) have declared them-
selves for 'rpeacerr makes them valid allies fcr imperialism. ... It was enough

for th,-o option of confrontation with imperialisrn to be clearly presented,
for the proimperialist tendancies of bourgeois democracy to become clear.
Formal democratic demands, which ane insepa:rablc from the decisive question
of national liberltion in general terms, are linked intimately to that question
when there is a concrete situation of war against inperialisn.
, A front which aspires to political clemocracy must inevitably ooDo-ee a '

negotiated solution, whi-ch wou]d involve comprcmise on sovereignty; it must

pose rejection or revisicn of the nati-onal dobt, nationalisatj-on of the big
banks, removal of the military clique, and arming of the people' On any other
basis therebis no viable d-emocracyi durocrrey then becomes the demagoglc rveapon

of irprial-ism fcr restoring irr;"niina's relations vrith the rest of the wcrld
lmperialist system.

After the great demonstraticn of 30th l,iarch, the occupati':n of the l'lalvinas
blocked the developin3 upsuge of the profetariat. From 2nd ApriI, the union

bureaucracy, the Multidaria and the CP struggled to prevent.the masses from

mobilising with thei-r own methccls and own objectives against impprialism'
ft was,therefore not pcssiblr: to to use the tu:rn made by the army to put
pressure on the most opOressed layers of thc army for a ':rilitary front wit!
the workers. The urorLrers leaders dernobilised. the class and joj-ned a Grand [xt*
l{ational Accord. with the d.ictatcrship anri with imperialism ii,se}f , since they

posed negoti-ated peace and the fianctity cf imperialisms political nad

economi-c interestl in Argentina. :

...Iiovy will the proletariat rcgain its persoective for an upturn and

exoloit the crisis with imp:rialism to raise mass strugille and take the lead-
ership of the workers?

1 ) rt continues to be essential to orientate the anti-imperialist impulse

towards thc patriotic committees in the factories, having in mind pri chiefly
control of capitalist profits, anc to unite the districts in demonstrations

for the training and arming oi trr." population. It must be explainec -to.office::s
and sbltliers that ?uerto Argentiro i"'politica}ly lost unlcss o rr-volBtionary
.pclicy is arlopted against inperialism. These patritotic committees must be used

to organise celegate bodies and int,::lnal factory comn'ittees.
2) The existence cf functionin3 unicns o,o"i il" imposed (on the government)

on the basis of the demand that iliey mobilis.. Against irnperialism and to

defend the workers against shortages and'unanployment imposed by the bosses'

3) Formal democracy cannot ,1ead to the stru3,lie against imperialism' nor do

away with the misery of the masses ancl the o:pression of the nation' A demo-

cratic 'rcouP" will only sel:ve American imperiallsm' the conqUest of effective
political democracy is linkecl to tv.ro questions: ttre arming of the people and the

defeat of imperialism. !'ogether with inese t'nb rfemands should be posed the

gathering of a sovereign ccnstituent assemb11,'. Cnly by exploiting the

pr.:sent strugglr against imperialism by orga;isin g- ani" arming the proletariat
*ri11 it be possible to advance to the overthrow oi tf'" military Cictatorship'

4) The realisation of these demands depends' on the proletariat not being

ensnared ty tfre-Lourieois(dernocratic)poliiical nov'r being developed' It is
necessaly to build proletarian cl.ass organisations and fight frr to throw

out th;; trad,: unj.on bureaucracY.
il The increase of the antilimperialist a'srakeninlr the inevitahle splits

between bourgecisie anri pettfr bourgeo1sie vrhich wili come from the rightwards

mobe of, the bcurgeoiseie, the strulgle to he death against the bourgec:is

[auro"rutic) political tendanccies,'-a11 rnust be cooi:dinated wi-th the

political tactic of developing a revol-utionary anti-imperidl-sit front'
ENIIS. Tr. tsM 20/7/82.


