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Tino after tj.m
coraradcs of thc ra

from the positi-on

ERriclio cF Tl{.ii Jc r{futoRlTy Oii THii FALKLANDS ISSUE

F ll

C rcm thc very rst EC riraf resoluti.cn cnwarrl.s, thc
ajority have beilun their analysis of the FalklanCs events

ancl rilihte of thc isl.anclers. Typically the statencnt runs
something like thisi
rrThe war was about rlval clainis tc thc Falklends. The Falkland,ors arc, an,:1
for I50 year6 have bccn, n ciistinct coninunlty, with a c'listinct enil separate
temltoryr dlsplaclng no-onc, oppressin3 nc othcr connunity, Nej-ther
Erltain nor Argentina has any valici claim cvor thls cour:lunity. The rlval
governments fought.for possession of the islands to boost their rr:spective
poeltions at hcne anrl t.'-r promote thernselves as povrors i.n the wcrlcl (nrltain)
or 1n the re5lon (Argentina).tt

The d-elght of hand ls tc talk of tho isl_a.nCs always in tcrme simply
people Ilvinfr on them, a6 sDxro klncl or auffis clalstess rrg6sulunilyir.
ln fact the Falklancl felancls are, and for 150 years have bocn, a BritlshgltoilY offshcre fmr. ffiTlna.

.. tinc 6;arrlscn wn.s cvictcd\r urdnhabitecl except fcr Bri1t communityrr arisen, maclc up
v slncc then
who have ri.g

cntine lnrul6Jrrnts. The reeeon glg the islanclers ttoppress
slancls is bccauee cf this rificiouely chauvlnist policy of
ltish pcople. 'Thc reason gS thoy arc tlcultur,rJ1y distincttt

of
But

Bhe c:lony was seizocl fr,-rn the ycung Argentine natj.on in 1829. Thc Argcn-
by British mi-lital'y fcrce, leavin6 the ls1and.s
tish pc.rsonnel, Onl has thc' rrclistlnct.!
of Britiqlh ;leaplc orrsuslY ejected

any wculd-bc .4,16;
nobodytl on the i
excIu,-1,1n6 non-Br
is this samo refusal tc allow in forcignerso Thelr tt,.listinct tcrritcrytl is
nct theirs at all, but a British out,pcst sccured - how as in LB29 - by
Brltieh lmperialist armccl fcrcc, ancl ltl1isecl in t'no wcrlcl- wrira a6 a
strategl.c naval base clominating the Ca..pe.
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Thc rrcommunitytt on thc j-slanils is tcday in rcality alnost cxcluslvcly a

community of Caretakerq for the islanrlst British Jvrncrs - thc Ccalite conpany
and a han,:lfu1 of Brltish 1r-n:1ov?hcrs. They are nJ ir)re en tllnd.clJonclenftl
c:ml'runity than the British workc.l's cr1 thc Islc of i{ight. Thclr vcry hcuscs i-n
thc ccnpany settlencnts r-re ?wner-l by Collits - anl rn rctirer:icnt thcy arc
forcibly ecterl

\}

frcn tlthclrrr c.:rnnunity by thc isle.ncl,s, rcal- cvrners.

clzerL fron Af6cntina. Ani'. thu Argc:rtiue pcople havu tj-mc and
t f5O ycr.rs nar.le it nbsrlutely plain that they rcg.arC the
11 r live onc, 3n cutstrnilin5 ;lricvanco ai;ainst Brj-tish

Ancl the fact that I,BOO of then stil} livc on tho isI.:nc',s - nn't scrrcr by a
bureaucratic quirk in thc Tcricsr letcst rr.cist lcilislation havc lost thcir
British passports - ilocs nct j.n thc least:.Itcr the frct thrt eccncr:iicnl1y,
nilitaril.y an 1 politically tirc ishnr',s rcma.in to{q.y r,vhat thcy ri,cre in 1829 -a British cclony s
again cverE pr.s
lssue as a rcal an
imperialisur.

We, tcc, shoulil scc it that w.ry. Thc elinj-nai;i-.tn of thc veatj.iies cf
ccloniel rule is part of cur prol,:ranirmc, as ivc1l as b;1n1, a key c.-'mponent i-n
thc strulifil-c fcr netirnal incLepenrlencc.

Does tliat then obli'';c us ti'r aJvocate:rt all tines, unrlcr:r11 ccnclitions,
f,he fcreiblc invasion of thc islln,:Is - or to su1:i:ort such ecti-on vrhcn taken
by thc Argcntine junte? No, inclecrl, wc c:l.n rccc,3nisc that tho issue exlsts
without t:,ta&in.' it trn .rny w:ry a priniary pclc cf our n: it.:iticn: thc cl-ini-nation
of tho Brlti-sh i;:rlrcri-*l-ist relic i.n the }rr.rlvin,rs wtulrl frr us ]rc onc of the
L@I rether than one.rf thc fi-rst actirns cf a rcv:,luti)nary wrrkcrsl
6overnmcnt in Argentina.

In -:.ssessing .thc inpcrtance cf . thu i.ssuc, r,vc l;yoh finst rt numcrous ques-
ticns, not at r11 ,.llrectlX rcl:tccl to the strtus:f thc-IElanr',s c;r its
inhebitants. Dcc.s such an j-nvasion liberatc socticns -rf cpprcsssd /Irgenti-ne
wcrkcrs? Does lt nCvence thc strugt:lc.agnj.nst the ncst tan5ible f.rrms ,:f
impcrialist oppressiln an'.r. cxplcitntion - thc nultj-n:-..ticnaI firms and, banks,
or the military juntn arnccl to thc tccth by intrcrialism? Haviul; r.taken thc
1,s1ancls1 c.lrr thcy bc seriously 'lcfenclcC ag::linst an imi:cris-List-rlilltary
cnslaught? 0r is it, simply an ar'l-venture?

Amnn these c rnsicler:tions thcre is also tho qucsticn of thc islanders.
Rev.rlutlrnaries rlc not scek t..: l:cconc trrij-ssi-cna.rics urith bayonetstr. Ih,;
strugt:le a,';:rinst oolonial ru.Ic shoulcl scek to i:r::bilisc the exploltecl- masscs
wj-thln the colonles thcnselvcs - nct sinply w..6e an att:.ck frou the,5utsicle.

?hcre aro c.rnrlitlrnsr h';wover, where a rcvcluticnary v/)rkersr l,lcvcrnuent
night clisrcgard thc factor in the case of a stretcl,i" iuperirlist outpost
Ilke the Falklands: for ins.tance-.if it L.'ccane elear that the i-rtpcri:J-i-sts
werb in'tcnt upon utilj-sinil thu islen':ls a.s a basc cf operetions ar ainst
revolutionary strugi"lcs in Latin Amcrica.

But whilc thcy represcnt a noral-/;":c1itic,r1 prcbleil, the existence of an
expatriate cclonial irc:-'ri:tou11itytt *' ru-1-c] cert.rinly n1t be secn as a principlccT
objcctio.n tc thc retokinC by Argentine of terr'itrry stclen by ir:rperj-alist
afr,rcc', f orce.

I Our objcction to thc Argentinc lnvasion shoulcr. n,tt hnvc becn lne:lf princlplc,
Itut a t,rciical cbjec,tlqn: ifr"t this was n,rt tho rir;ht tir:ic )r uoth)c1 f:r
Iretnkj-n6 the isl:rncls; that jit was a h':p<;.1ess a'"lvcnture ant1 a illvorsi?n frcn
Itno'class struggle in Rrgcntina:',esign3r', tr l:rlstcr a rtncrinl-JiifiE;-that it

focuseecl. anti-inp<.rri-alist nilitancy cn thc 92ni prir.iary targuts; an.i that
; in c1'.;i-ng s:.r it cncourar,'Jcl Artlentinc workers tD i1rnopo the w':-.rkcrs cn thc
$faUrtanils thcriselvcs.

thu invr.si .n. But the'r,htsrr cf thc i-sl-anclers,
r>f thc situ:rti-cn.

On l:aJ-:'nce thcrc f crc i-t v{i,.s cJrrcct t:
rnajority, in rleducin6 thi,s pcoitix frrrn t

cPP')'9e
,hc ;lri-

proceeds to turn uirsi.'Lc dorvn lts rvhele analysis
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th.: isi:,n,-c

Since thc Arti
catiln treml:ling
Scuth Atlr.ntic,
seching t: liqui-
inpcrialist,'rrf .

Li

l'.a.tc a c )Icny

cti:':r .r f ra

cxpatri:rtcs must
thc ri::.hts cf

elre withottt justifi-
ttpnf,iryrtt in the
tlic lnvasicn -
- or even llsub-

il f-i U n ilTJ-

r'l.gi1,1n{ 3 tc n.r.tirrn,':l sel- f- rictcrninr tiln

Sh:uki we stiLl sr.y that thc ttslr-[f,5tt ,rf thcsc ]lritish
still be seen as par.x.ii1:unt in thc sltu:rti:n - supursccl.ingi"
rnilIi)ns of vr-rrlicrs thr;u,1hr.;ut Latin Anlericl.?

w.las en

w

cri','.n,'1. T? 1., :r;::J-j-cab1 c it ruquircr'L first r:ln'i fcrcmjdt
a i;r;nuinc ggb'+.irA - a naticri':l ninlrity i)pprcssed by

Thc Falklin,'l.crs a.re not,a *IEtgl - thcy r.rc an cxls.trirtc cirnpany wcrk-
forcc -UC-11gi .by in1;erir.1isnl. They ,'i-c n:t wish t.r scvor: thr-ir lics lvith
'Brit:rln. They afc - rvitl: thc.,GlLriltnri...ns - i:r.iilcn thc strcni.,cst e.dvccatcs
cf Britlsh c,)lcnial ruIc. fn thls sonse c:lcsl:1tc thc z'ut1cnosa 

^n6l 
rli.rlcnce of

thcir amiv.:I, nncl thc mcss nr1 cxtcn,le.l- .;".rrisf,n will na.kc, thc arri./:1l :f
the ?ritish troops l;avji thc islrnclcrs thci-r trsclf-d-eterr,ij-:i'',tict1rt. I

Thc.ral:,i1l ir33-liritish chs,,uvinislr:f thcsc ir;l::nis workcrs ls:rf c)tl:'sLl
clressed. up i:'.r tire l,tilj,:i::i'"y as tho Frlkl:rn"'.s tln:ltional cuI turcttr ts srl'lr:thin;;
te be clcfcncic.l. agiri-nst thc r,1-vatic6 of Ariic,ntine na.ti,-,nalists. Ind.ccc'. i,thilc
nc vlcrils seer:i t: scc.thin1,; fcr thc ir:.j:rltyrs conrlolrnaticn i;f the ontlrg
Ar6entine wor.kersr. movcrnent as trchruvinistrl, thc Falkl,r.itrlersr nlti';n..1
prcjuc'ices -:r direct ccho of thc chuuvinlsi;i,)f thclr Brltish iliarciir.l-ist
jlponscrs -.?3c ii;ncrecl. Instce'l ws are calle,l up:,n tr ui:h;111 thi-s f50-y':ar
trn,liti.;n cf r.rci^.lj-sril rrn.l chnuvlnisni es thu ,Jlstin:iui-shinC ferturc cf
thc Ke1pcr ttp.1f,i.-rsrt. This rculturnl.r critcri;in hes nothin1i to rlc l'lith
Lenlnism - if nnythj.n,, it-is the r^r..r*jp_qJ-!t wh: liivc rcvcrterr, tt bi>urgccis
naticnalisn.

But ue shoul,i. rlsc nsli thc i;r,:jority l'rhcrc thoy stnnd. n:x;,' on thc situ:-
1;icn'in the Fe1k1,:.nrls. Tho i-sla.nc'rersr sulf-dletc,r,:ii-nr,tj-.:n is nc\ir,thc ;2retcxt
fcr thc dcvclcpiacrrt of a substr.ntial ir:iperiaList basc thnt witr-I rc,:rcscnt a
challcni,le to .rny iiqvc.[cpinil rcvc1uti1n.3.ry strulli-}-;s in Lrtin Amcrici:. rn I will
rcnrln a <.'Li.rer:t, af fr:rnt to thc nnsscs of L'-tin Arnerj-ca.

The urajrrity c'-rlnr,1'li;s of c')ursc lPp':sc'r' the scn:lini-: lf the f1 cot' But
while they heve arluoC strln1lly f:r tirc withilr::val- rf thu Ar,r;.;ntinu f ;rccs
fron tho lslnnc'ls Ln,j.casti,1"rtc-L th- :rchauvinisttt Ar{lc'ntino wtrl<ers, thcy

,havc. at nc p;i-nt crllcrl for the isl:rn:iors to unitc v;1th thc Argcntine
Ew,rrkerst unvcr:rcnt in :'-ri.:.nl1in'. 15q vf i thdraw,ll -''f t,:ro British f3rccs, or
spellcr[,:rut: cIr.ss line f,:r t]rls s:r-c.:.11-ccl rtnnfi.lntr. The errj;ur.iont ebcut
s"lt-,tetcr.::rinr.tion is thus ,r cl.:.::s1css rl,sbr^.cti:n, uslnl', Lcninist terninr:-
l-oi;y t, ry4 a clncrctc; ^.n:rlysl,s ,:.ni'[tr-il-encl.the 1:c1iticrl pri:ju;1iccs rifc
,rn o miniscule c,.lLiilnlly scttlei,licnt

Argc ntina- sub- rial-ist or 2

CN ni: 'in 'bhe va
upon tilc p:'.rr-n:'unt r'i ilhts of r sia.rlL

the ;:rrjorJ-ty crnclu{cs f,rcra this that
is itnini- c :lonielistltt

junta is, acc)r

ttsub-inperialir:nitr h.:.s i:ccn utiliscd. is 1 clnvenien'b expression' bccru8e
it no.:rtly eve1les thc cluestion:f whctircrr Art"',cntlne i" ![-!1cJ-rn imperieli-st
country cr r,,ihethcr in rc,,:.lity i-t rcme.ins a. rathcr stro'ngei ail'i ntorc clevelcpccr-

. naticn ?rr.:)rlt, thrse un..1er the thuinh ,:f inperlrl-isiit.

Thc evasi-..n is iinpcrtrnt f,:r thc c::rr.ld.es, bcciusc thcy rccc,3nise that
if rie arc tc follow Lcnints line cf rnalysis, thcn no nt:ttcr hlvr rcactlcn-
arythclc:r'-iershipoftho:Arrlcntincjunta';-tn:}n':-mittcrr'vhothcrthcy

^ lnclei;cl struck tirst at Briti"h inpcri.rlis;a Lurr' 'crit'lgcredl tirc; war, if

ffimtr:t"t,,'i"l:,,3'l;"il;i":i'l;l.,liltr;'i it#H:'r naLirn then we nrc
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Lcnin f :r instlnce j-u .lr. Ca-ri-ci.Juflc rlf it ,
quctes hls ,:rin prnphlc;t .f ,9l T

lltl$ggi s-1 isLs i:.".vu rc1,a.r:'Le-l- fr,rrs f .,r tii,-: ,1cf cncc of the f -,t:rcriarlil , r-ir
tc'l.efonsivet riv.lrs as lcliitj-pr.tc prtllrirEsivc:ltr.l justrt,'.rtliJ in thc scnse r:f
llrrverthtowinii i'l.l-i-,:n '>lrpressic:rrt. f t citcs ,:ln c:l:r:r;o1u : Pcrsia a,,',rinst

irrespec-Russi:., rlglgrr, eitc'l snys 3 'iThcse vliul-c'l bc jus b ,ur'. :1..., f cnslvc .,.,r:1rs,

Lcninrr; ri.giirritirn hrrc is us. ful. Scclelists, he irrtucs, f .1v,,ur thc
vict.:ry not s1-i,rp1y of r1-lprcst;c.'- n:ltionll nni l .ri tics in str,"i1,,;1c f lr thu ri;;irt
til scccclc frllr larii-:r sta.te s ''.n.'i f ;rg tircil' otn st.::tc, but 'bhc tl-efoncc Cf -
[2]+-!-+_qf.fy*j_t:gi,s,Jl.rc1l!.. - tropprcsscrl, dct:renrr.cirt en:'. _r1g-qg[s.!--.:tgg,t, rvhon
they cntcr .'i strugi,:1c ';'ith thc iiapcrielj-sts.

Argcnt-ri-na pJ-aj-n1y is n:t an )ppresslr naticn (th:ui;h tiro mr:lcrn st,rto
!v.1s b,)rn fr;r,i the physicnl Iic1ui:'.al;ien :f thc nr-tivc Indi-:,.n popul:rti:ti); it
h':rl,,is n,: cther .uc,i)ill-cs in eui:ju,3ati:n; 1t is plainly rie:lcnricnt f:t;.' 1ts
r'!cvclopment u,:cn r.lceisi,:n- 6.3.r1c by the i;:ipcrinlist benlcs :'.nii nuibinl.ti:nrr1s;
and it is sclf-cvicl.cnt1y unequal tc i:,*,,*rj-alist Britain cn,:d1y scri,rus
c.-'ilparison. As socir.lists ive sircul-'ri seck thu vi-ctory of Argcntino ovcr tiro
Itcppr c s scr, sl.,r-ve-h.)l ctini; an cL prc,'',at I ry tt,rlri t ^.in .

This rcfoz'cnce j-s uscful- bccausc. j-t un,'-urmines thc rccument arguncnt of
the mrjority c)ii'irailu$ that in r..isini; thc issuc,;f Ap5;-ntinats Coi.'en..lonce
ui)cii ir,li:cri-a1isn we arc o\,rcrstcppinl, thc lini.r;s .if Lenints crll for sclf-
c'lctcrn,n.:tii1t1 . Arc rve p3rh:ilJs pursui-nc s.rinc iccclio.'.aLi.;n t.; thc petty brur-
l'ioris utopia cf cc.:nri,ric nrtirnellsri rnil. ilutarclri'? llJ.:ls J,cni-nrs view sj-i:i;:1y
to :.bancl-cn ranti-imp,;ri:rIi-st strui,.i.,1,e i)nce f,,'.r'ri1.:.1 i:rliticnl ii:c',c1:cn,:leitce wr.s
achffi-

Onc pr:i-'Ici:t in foll-luinr; thc i1cbate,i.l.rili'thcsi lincs is thrt Lcnin is nct
the m,rst r-1c'rlcl:-;pe cl, s:urcc :f r,:rtcri:.1 ln thc rc-l-.ltii:ns;hip l:c.tvie jri rr.rtllrn:r.1
rlen-lcritic t:slis ir.n,C. thc s ;ci::,list rcrl-. luti-Jn: cvcn quj-tc lritc )n in the
aftcrr:.i.i;h of tlic 0st ibcr l?sv:lutii:n ticro r.r-'r-. sii,rns th;rt J:cnitr hs.r1 perhaps
n'..rt fully ,3r:1s:)cd thc i..ii:lic:rti:ns :-'f thc T.lhe-'ry .-,f Pcr'n:'lnent, qov:Iutlrn,
wlrj-ch Trotsky hj-nsul-f rii:l n: t r;.rr'irrk fuIly until 1930.

But lue cr.n 1o ]k t.-, Lenin f .r a fr.r'--i.:re r .un-':crl: :-iii)rr>ach tir:n is -rf ferc<.1
tc us by tirc t,'r;^rj:rity c-'r:rsicl,es. Hu ch,l1-lr:ni,cr't tlt., i,tl tr:'.1 rftist i:csitirns cf
R';es Llllcenl,,ruri vrh,.r ar'i:ug:] tlilt sitrcc tlicru c-;u1c1 n-:t bc full equality rf
nati';ns un:'.er cepltlli e;:i i:'ecausc .:f ir,:.;re :::-rl-ist ec.'Ir(itrrj-c r:1,;t:ian:.tiitn ')vcr the
b:cirrvart'1 c.''untriesr tirc lcl,r :tn.1 f'rr p-:litic:ll n.-:ti,rtir:.1- sslf-.ictcrnin.tticn
vr,:r-s mannin,.;1css anll sLroulr.'i b; r-i:nnr',:ncd. '

In l.nslver t; hcr, Lc.nin arl,ucr:1 thi',t sclf-llctcr;ii na-tl{Jn r,v:f.s f.irst :inll,
fcreriost pol-iti-ca.I . Hc strosscc'i. that t.!rc ,'tci:r:,.nrl. fr;r f'rrilnl inileiren:l.encc lY.1s

ll.,.th neceffiffi echievs.blc sirort ,:f thc c,.'iirplctc :'-esbructi:n :f ir:lperial-
i-st wrrl-cl J.:nin:.tion. T

But it is'irrrnr, :)f c,rilracl.e Crr',Ian tl cleiuco frri;t t,ris that Lctritr :ui1ucc1ti -- t.hat ;nIy- pr.,I1ti-c;r1 inc'.epcncience is inv::lve:-', j.n the n'rti -rn:r1 stru$i;Ie..IIe
..,.sew iL in fnct as a c )i:lllonent -lf thc s1ru,c,;.:1 o rf thc n:r.ssus I'ainst the

^*Abcc1rc_ak cf ir:t;.lc: inlist c,:ntr,:r-'l- - the rfl:nlpoly 11.-,'ver )f finrnce crilital t:r
-) l.?'"ilffi thc ;:i.ce lf clevelopment .rnrl Ic'rels .f exl:1,.ritaticn )n e wtrld scale.z?- Lenin prints;ut tl.'rrt:',ircct cil '.rnial rulc is':t:Iy r>rro cf a vrriclg r>f f:rms

.. ..thrrru::h which fin:.nce c:.pi te.l carr oxcrcis= j-ts c ntffi -ln:: ?ffiI6 j.ts
,-_o'!)\:" systcn cf cx;l]citr.ti,.rn. F-rr ttri,.: rc.is,ln f :t::i:r1 in;lopcni"Lcnce , thtur;h 1t r,iay

,1 
.-t' bL r,-sistccl by thc itilretialists, .'i,)os nrt,'lf itsdlf break tLtc in,;ori:lj-st

str.:n;l1chr1,.i.

An-1 that str.tn:;lch'-ilr1 iq n.,t sillply --'n thc cc-)n-,llic i','inilpip.;
rrj_nd.c;lcnclcntil Lr.rckrvarcl c ,untrioi; ]iut lhrZUiI tts cc in rrilc j)-)wcr,
ha.s nrrc .lr 1i:cs shs.pcc'. thu J2aLLLici.-L structur'-.:s nn(l rc,;iiliee.

of thc
itrl-''oYi*1r.r,
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It is i.iriciscly th. tcnu- -tis s:ci:.i b:,Ejrs I'f t:'rc s,,l:ri1 ,,r::rri ri:lirtivcl;r

weak n'itlvc Arlicntinc b:,urgc.risi-e - uil a.ir.inst n n,1sg v/.rriicrs i?l')voment in e
rcl-rtj-vcly :"1:,).crn c:i:i.t-,.1-j-et cc:nlr::y - r,rhi-ch ;xp}:-i,ns tirc curi':ue populist
.llDlitj-cs -1 f Pcrcnisirl , :n,L th.c rc.:er.to11 r.:s)rt uf tiic Ar1;r;iitinc c":::1tnl-i.sts
tc r,rilitaiy clictnt:;rships when thc Etis.s r1-rvcr:)unt 1))!)ilir.rs 1u't -':f ccntrcl,

Thc ;-riIit:-ry junt:s th..L h.^.'rc c.,ilic) t.f .lcl.;cr rc.)rLiB.:.ilt en a'ctc,l1:t ty
nr.tirn=J- ci.rpitr-lists to ilrcscrvo tir,:ir i:$ir:. rt:i-n.lu;)cilir.unttt intcrosts: cut r-t the
6amc tinc.iis lluarclinns tf c:'Li:j-t::-list rul-c,:.n4 r'utirlc,r:s apilJncnts,:f rcv:1u-
ti';nary stru351c th:5' n1" wclc:mor:1, sp)ilrsi)rccl. anil, p:Iitic.:.i]yy'uiIit:.riIy
nssistcrl b;, ti:c 1n11.:rin1.,-sts, vilr! usc thci,t ,:Ls -.;ur.rint-.rs cf tiroir i ntercst
payrnents.

Lunin str:sscs that thu Itpr>1itic:r.1 supcrctructurcrt of ii,i;:r-;r'i:f-isra iiru..ns
thc chr.ule rtff ciit c',cintrcr.:cy t,; ;;:1.itic:11 rca-ct:L.:nrl; I:tiruria.lisin seirks t-r
rlviclatc cici:rcrecXrt in the n.r.'Lir-rh11 q.rrcsti,:n too: in cthcr i',iorr1s thc l:rtlkcrs
lf thu ir:rpcrielj.r;t c;untries scck to essort tir.ir c.jntrcl rvcr thc pc:;11c,': .'f
the cppri:ssccl netl'rns. Li;nin oxpl..ins hcu thi-s h,rpp:ns:

ttls it ec.-.nlriiricr.l-ly possil;lc in thc cri:rf fin:-ncc c'.pit:,1 t,r clinin'it.;
ci)ri1!?etiti:n evcn in a fcrciiln statc? Ccrtrlnly i-t is. It isr:bnu thr::u,.th:.
riv.llts f-i-ne.nc1.'r1 rl.c.lun,'re:rcc Ln.]. e.eqr-iisition of hj-s s.turces r)f r.rv i.t.'t::'irrls
anil cvcnturlly cf :.r11 his cnt,;rprlscs,

ItThe Ai:lerlcen trust,s arc thc suprcnic cxprcssion of thc ccr;n:teics.;f
lir.rcriallsn or m,)nJpcly c.,pitalisr1. Thcy d.r n::t c.nfinu thci::sclvcs rc
bccn:::ric Lr(rtn,s ?f elciilinati-ni; rivals, liut c:rnstrntly rcsorb to pclitical,
evun cri-i:ilnal ircth-)c1s, It r,'.,rnl.:L ltc thc lrca.tcet r.lisL.ekc hoi'lclrcr' tl i',cl-icve
that thc trusts c:.nnct cs'be'blish this mrnrprly i:y 1:ur',:1y cc'-,n'rr;ic llcth:c1s.
Rer.lity i:rovi:'ics::.n1:1u pro-''f th,:rt this is rt:lckricvaLrfstti tho trusts uniLcrl:iino
their rivalsr cr'.',,:iit thr,ruirh thc l::lnks (tho ownors i;f thc trusts bcc')itc
thc oiirncrs of thr: l:a-nl<s, lruyln:' up sl'rares); thi:ir supi:Iy r-,f i;ir'.tuI'i,r.1s (thc
o\{rnel:s cf th' trnsts }--ccol.le thc :vliic::s of thc r^-i1',Ti'.y,s, t-:uyitil: up ohares) I for
a ccrtr.-in tiiac thc tnrsts scI1 l:cloiu cr;st, ttpiil1,:'lin; ii'i'iI11'lns Jn this in

his cntori;rlscs, his s:urcss oforflcr tc ruin a c)i:;lctit,:r ,'lncl thcn I'uy -lip
r:iw n;rtorills (:lj-ncs, 1.':.ncl, ctc) . .. Ec')n')l',iic ati,:n is irchl cva

l:ut it neans that uio roc:)1lnisc that in tn

vrith'.,ut p rli nncx.rtiiln nnd is v.,ic1cly

Does this ui'.:n "uh::.t wc adv,lcatc pctty l-r,JurIieci,s Jc::)n')r:ii-c nation:lisra? No ;
c opiJrcssctl c:-:ttrrtrj-es thcr*: is the

i',ircct explc itlti;n of w:-.rkers ily Ar3cntinc cas:i-tel, with the
rikiit1-cnal l;urclcn :f the oxll n ri:--,.1-is;t.

o

rcfcr tc a c.juntry wliich is thc ylrtlil cf i,rpci'i:rlj-slr , pr':vt.iiiri,-; super-
prx in this caPacitY
fi.n..rncc tffif.y

hc ilnlypslrt parlliuiri:ntary f -,rns arr.1 n,:)rii;s, thc rlcii -'cr:ltic rigths
wcrlicrs in tiro i:l:-,cri,rlist cluntrlus.

'iThere arr: lics .Lr.rrni;c'L lics anC, stntisticritt

-Lcitaticri cf the .\r11,rtlti r:'; cci)n.)i.iy
chuck ..r'unii thc turiir rlsuL-ir:llcrIt nc:ns that rvc ',c nct loi:s'lY

fj-ts to th.c ir,iprirlist b:',nkcrs, Lnil.

e a t su r'.1 S cs r) tcr:i:ru

hc'l Pin:; t''r

thc ;.r:.j rritY tr chft.'

Cf r.rcflCCs for insi;':-ncc tc
\ Ar8.nr-ina is n,l lcni:r,r a victin ,)f i:.i:r

p:f t -c-nt#;ty sg;.rerfi
r:,1crt lbut u-ntracc:'.) $lO

crl- lliq, t cxpl-citatirtr?'i-'hosc fii;urco
erc ftr the mo slI ci:I. R

Ari.,;;ntinn t s a1le
nrt -.nfy unsulrsten tiatcci l-,ut Cccol:tivc. That fi1';urc,

l.rillion itr asscts ht;lrl 'lvcrs'-as arc
cven if ,;cnuinc, l,l'tril;l'

havc tr incluclc surir
whcthcr or n)t
vlr:'.r1d. incluiie 1
nul-tj-n:.ti-:nr-ls ',vlti-cli j-n tu:rtr ili-Ik thc Ar
clor:tcnts - mrst of ,lhich ero,1rr6':1y irr
tinrrs ;tohiticn rcl:'-tivr: tl inti;crirlisr'i.

s in thc :tccounts ,lr-n(1 ,:fficcs ,:f Arr,i cntine-b:rsec'L firns
tirrsc flrr,ts rrc :lctueily Ari, cntinc-lwno,1 :r crntrgll;-:r^'i. It
lri,;<: ,:.r:r:unts ilf fixc{ nsicts, an'. ru.ciprocal shnrchol:'-i n,::s ln

.:cnt'i nc cc'-)i'I .);liy aitc'. inr-ny o bhuf
clc.vnnt tr ln rr..ssessi:lcnt 3 f Art:cn-

Vilc cr-n n,-)'Lc tl,r:t thcrc is nf, c-'-,1p:lr'rl;lr: firuro lf f<rrer" l1'y thc uaj:'rity
to r.sscss thc Li1li jns irrv..jst.;,:i 'i:y urc ii::ircrialj-sts fn Al-,cqEm - yiclnirr;'
rich picl<i13s. Thc majcrity is siic-tl rn bhc frct thr:L lut ]f Ar6cntinaf s
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top 120 conpenics, @ r.r; forci-:1n-owncl - 3g of trer'. 1:y thc iISA. 0f thc
tcp 20, ninc arc ilis-nt fr:rcj-,.n c.rnccrris..A.rricnt-i-nr- pr.ys /{ 1-,i11ii'rr in
intcr:.;st p.:yncnts tc thc ii:iireri-:rJ.ist hr,nk;: cach yu:r.

Far fr,:n b'ri11: .'-ln irr'lcvencc .rr a i.rctty i:r>uri:cois r],ivcrsir:i1 r thc
strur;:rlc agcinst ti1:i-s lqfi&] of cxplcit.r.ti:n by i-r:ipcri:'.]isit is n kcy
cr:injrenunt of thi: r,r:lilis,rtj-on iJ thc .l,rrlc.ntinc w:rkin' c1ess. 0ttr Ilroi;ranrlcj.s n::t nati-,-.ni:]- capit-'.1isl:r, l-,ut j-n+-crn,rti-,nil s:cia-'l-ism. Btit s-.rcirl-1gr in
Arricntina Ccrr,::-n..l.s
of i-ripcrialisr:.. Tr

n.:rss ecti')n th.rt l:.1i11 brc,:J< thc' r:rLp
:..in.,- thu cirittvj-nis;,i i>f tho juntr. -r r thc

r'ialisri tl:c F.i cst S

of thc ,:)pj)rcr-1scr na'tj-on l:i,irii:..i tl:..- :.;.:.clis r)f .rrri1 r.,....-inst 1ts l',,rn

Pcronists, thc :nti--inipci'i:llsi',t :.rf tho rirl;.ntinc vrrrksrg j.s a prcflrussivc
fact,ore cx1-rv1;gsi-n,,: thci" S].*E ]irstitity t:: thu sJrst,ou u,hich cxploits thctit.
1..,j<; sr'r:'u1r:l n.rt ',:i, sc't'bini: cr-rr f.:rc<;s :lj-jr.inst euch r itir':si3 ;:i.rvcilcnt l-iut intcr-
vcninil witliin it t: Crt'w thc cI.-sr, linc r..Lnst thu L:ctty b,:uri;.;,:is,:i.nii i:i:ur-
i.,cc is i: -,'l"irrt:r1i tr ts.

Lcnin p:-ints rut tirat lti.ict l-nfriquc:rtIy, (nltal.Iy in Austrie :in,:i ,r?ussla)
IJri fin,'- tirc 1:rrur1.,c.tisj-c :f thc .i)llr',rss-c:. ne.ti;,i,t .lgbitr of ni,ti.-^,na1 rl.v:1t,
Itlltilc in j:rr,cticc i-t ciitcrs intc r-acti-i>n,?.ry c)ri:i)eets rvi-th th.; br:.,ur,.rc,)i$ic

pc,:p1 o. In
such cascs thc criticis:li rrf ruvcl-uti.)n1ry l.;arxists sh..rulr.t bc rlj-rcctoil nrt
3-.r:1inst thc nitti'-;n,L] r.t;,r.rr-i:133f, l-;ut .:'L,,.r1st i ts t'-c, r".i'i.ir.'ui;)1, yl1f ierisati,:n
ancl, 11;-.inst tirc tci:'l::ncy t: ::c4ucc iL' to rt .rctty squ.,:.l.ii:lctt (il-.i11 p.40).

Let us :-i1sc .:clnt :ut th;lt in c.-in,-'Lciinin,. tirc i;inl:r'ity f^r rr@ccnonric ''
naticn.:.11st.trr r an,l r.: j;ci;in : .1ny an,.1y*is' cf tlic ii-iircl i,al- ist oc;rn:rr-lic
oppression o f :irg<-nti::.:., thc ::raj Jri ty c rr:rr3.|l;.:i -.r'c n:;t c'vcil crtnsiste nt. Thcir
ci:;n attcnpt to tr::ln:-'i Ar.iicnt'in.:l as :'sui--in1:..r,illisttl r.r:sts hcavily Jn thc
f,ect th:t ltri;cntinl l!cxcrts rnf'1 u'-nccri ':r'cr Urlri;ur'.y u,'', Prra,luay lrncl' lt::.6
extc;iiic,l. 1.--r.:rns t:: jj,:livia! In arlrii-ti,.n th, tcrritcri.rl- iisDutc',,'lith Chilc
is citctL o-s cvit',cncc of in lrj-::r.i.r,.,ritriisttt f::rc-ii"n policy.

A chal 1c

:ir fron s

niuist tl:c:.:r

Ei. I

ct:
ViJVCT puttj-nit lr!'/3.r' thc cr:ncc;,t ,:f ttsu.i-.-iripcii;'.1isn8 in tht:

csntext :f Lati-n A1ircric,:i.e thu maj rrit,y arc ci:gr.,'c':1 in a fu-nc1a;:icntal junklng
cf Lsnlnisb analysi ::lfc

i,rrriJ-y j-n tu'
ta'! isr: an{

thc
..; BQjgrlI
.:u,:'h tircir
ii,:1:c;-iolist
the undcr-"'eveI-
whi ch in.iustriel

subsuquent r:lri tinl:s i'lc
c:loni.aI :1'tninatr -.n of thi: ilri:urir.Ii s'b c ;u-n tric s , l-.nt r: f tlr

fin; si:i ii,

atrol cf rl_ t f in.lncc c:,. ,iit:il This i:rcant that t,hr
c,ln cvor
liankors ailrL irn,tu
o"ri.c1 ccrncrics -
d.evelcpuicnt i/:'r.s .

lou-rSu-strin,:,s -:f cccn,nic cl;v,.:]-'ri)l;toilt ti.Li;
r'iaf-ist-o,*'ncl'l trusts rlrcrc :ll.].,; trl .':,'riii-i-riltc;
airrl cv!;n f1ri]-ni; f,:z.ncr crlcliirl 1:.;lrcrs in

1,;SS aCv.:ncc,." (such es P,)rtu:.a1).

.!V1s Lcnin i'lron';? Or hns thJ.s i:r:.'n:-rpo1y sincc l-.;en brokr,n? Has Arrlc.ntin"r
$c.rt;)c{l tho t:ra-ny variu.i i:lecjtrttisns of inrpcrialist cr-ntrol ln crcicr tc

csteblish i bself a:i:n,.i thc c.;ntrrllcrs ,tf i.,ipct i:r1-ist f inancc ca.;it-.1 ,
rankin,-r n?trir on e p1r v;ith, the rpparcntly fei)-ec1 orcsti:io cf Brit,rin, cr with
Jrlpin, Gcri:llny :nc', Fri..nc,-:?

The qucstlon is ri :liculcuc bcceuse thc +nswcrs. s s: r>l:vlo.us. The ;'.r.1cn-
tinc ecfnoiliy is rrivancec'. rcl,^.tite t: other tThircl ,'rorlc1r ccuntrlcs, but
rcmains. r.n eppcncince :f thc brrqEe-i+ L.?nrloL_c-rl*l.iElreF-. Thc rl,onopoly has
n,;t 

":cu-n 
'brckcn, thrrt,-h tirc rcl.:.ti,:nshi.p of f .-,'rces' l;eti,'ecn thc i.in;:crialist

irowers has shiftcC sev;r,'rl tir';cs sillce trIi:lfld tirnr cnel cirr.1 a fe!'.r cr.::-italist
rc.incs h:.vc founr:l 1ucrc,".sctl l.:'rri-i.ilin, strcn.;th p:r.rticularly ince *,,JrI ,1

lv:r.r twr. Tho ar,l.,.;.;i:r,iist fina;icicrs still- ,lr;::ii:,.:itc thc vl:rrl,'L anc', ruaiJ
supcr-pr,.>ftts fr..,i'ir stillir.:sc.1J-y ttin,li:j.,cn'lcnttl c.-iuntrier-;. i,',ic nue ,: not a
c:.,11:1ctr:J-y ncr;,' bhu-)ry tf i;.i.leriaf.i-si:: 111r.i rlsyL-,-i; ,,:cii.::-'l-isi:rtt i;ut .:.iirr)rc
dcvclJIlerl enellyr:r:-e : f th', rul:,Lionshi ir bctlie cn netrcnal c.r.,;i+,,'r.J. .::nil iml'rcrj-al-
ist. financc c:r.:itii in tho c-)lrris6ei.1 c:untrj-cs.

wtf:-.[hsf lglU,nv-g!-_B jgll.li_xg
Plaialy if tlrc wh 1: :.r:rliticLl an1 ccn:'r,ic i,ii.-,; ir--,s bccn rc<lralr,rn since
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L.;tiin an,-l Trctsi,,i, 'Ehun thc. c;nclusirns 11'e l.lj.Cc-r.:ichl-n.'. f f frtr instlnce
the stru,;i:1c r1 linst ii;i1:oria-lisntcer.scB Hith thc fr)r'm,r.:iiln rf 1n:'!.clenc1..:nt
st:tce tiion Lhcre:'.i^ar fcvi if ;ri:.y.;,..rts':f the l';i:rli'. whi:rc th-. Tho:ry:f

ruiancnt Ri,vlhiti:'o 11.-:s any rolcve.ncc.

"r, 
C

If tirc nati:n,..1 stru1:1c i-s a, rlc.ac1 issuc in r:11 l:,ut c-l<l-fs-shici:ccl c,tI?nlcsr
arc l-cft wj-tir thc 6 c:runties of frclan:1 (irhcre ci,ilr"'clc C..r'o1r.n r.LSures us

Nt
Pcrflercrt Rg'i,;1uti:n ie n;t rclcvant), Gii:rr1ta.t' :-nrL ll:n;.q I(.''n3 (',i,irerc
prcsur.:eLly tl:o nn-jtrity uust ;c"':1 thcir irell<lrnd,s stanco ,'rni]. ciefcnii the
(irn-rcri.il-ist) trneti.;ne-I cu.l-turetr, rvliil-c Lliorc is pi:.iril-y n:: ncve Lot:larrls
..ls;sinil:rti ,n) an:l r. hnniLful cf simil'rr histori-cal- rcli-cs.

ll'trcn JI1 S,1.1-r.:t,-'L:,r - I cn6i fcrunlly indcl;cnrlcitt - incl tii,, :ther Ccntral
Ancric.:-n st.'-i';cs l,iiul rl l'r.: lcnr'cr qu*1ify, sinc.; ltrcsunably th; s'i;rui,. 1u sh:;u1 iL

l:c scun ,rs nct a::ti-in;rcrii-list l-ut si::;;rly 3ng frr scclalj-st rcvoluti:n.
.Shrul ri iryc i.Len rurrce thc Fl.lLN i;ticrltr-1.rs as rtclia.uvini-stsil fr;r sccinr; tirci-r
stru..:;,.1.-' as rr1e. ,.rl.ninst rr,r;'rc-rialism? Tho .Jn:l y subst:r.nti'11 "Liffcrcncos are
th:t the US s:l:ii-ers :rrc vis-i ,Iy prc:';cnt in uniforns at th; si,Lc rf the
Srl-var'-:lr i:iili ti..r'y, vltilr thc L-...nk-rs utlD crntr-c-l-t-lo srltiicrs w:r rk,, pll:tg!

of thcthc sc cn cs viith thu firi,untinc jui:tr; 1lr.l th:.-t thc cConcni c 1:,'rsi-s
rln:lti )nr-lrr t,ruri;uli-sic iir S:.1vic'o:' iei cr/.ln ::i.)ro iriiniscule 'th:rn the.t cf the
Arr cntinc 1:,)trp,-,;:-llsic, forcinl, thcn oieniy int';. fir: a:cr,iri lf thc Pent:.icn for
i:rotcct:r.tn.

!i'c rciiain c:nvj-ncuil that the stru.ii -lc aiininst 1r:;.rcrir.1isn is e vitrl
f:.ctcr in tir- rnr-)i:iitsat-i-on:lf thc.rcrkin,. clo.ss in tht; opi)rcss(,c', na'bi:ns: to
Liisn:iss thic stru.r"1c rrs cccnlnj-c i:r.ti')n.3.1-is1,r 1s Lltir tc ::tj-ninlsc thc scalc
,rf inpcrir.list cx_,)loir.;',ticn - t.r the cti:fort of the cl:16s collabi;ra ti,.rrrist
rcf,--',r[1st 1.,a'1crs]rips in tirc i;i,pcrinl"ist c'iuntri es - anil. t> trk.: a scct,r.ri.in
stancc in rul,lticn t': tlic struri-'lcs r:f th.; ri1:L{sc,s in thc i:l:rjority cf the
1,''.nc', Iirnss ;f tir; rllf|1s3tr f ivc c':ntrncnts.

But ':1.:csn I t tirc uincr.it csitlcn off
c -.rc r.cci.r,:;i:ll .:f slit,chi ni; 1.1:'eiti t.r tlic chaR,,,e ln

ctnJuncturc, .ilh.rt is truc. Thu qucsticn is,i,icrctiir"; i'i,'h1" tr: -1o sc?

l{hen wu a,rceil to the ilcsitio}1 }f i)pp,'rsini. th.: Ar{;entinc invasi:n cf the
I,iiilvin:s riic Ercro :)r)irrsinii - ccmcctly - :r rni--itary r,lveriturc whicit was
cLceirrne r"1 tc clivc,rt thc Ar3,cntine w:rkin,, cl-ass.

T'ilreu--.:ae opp.)sv-(:l t]:,e ,rcn.'-inll of the Eritish f1ect,
point :f opp:rsls;i the usc cf impcriallst arn<;r:l f,brc,:
J-r:pr,ri:riJ-nt coL'-otri, t: rcrsscrt cc1cnir.1 ruli: cvur
the s iiiic timc - j-n c::,iitr,.t'r:lc Kinncl-l- I s ltiorc'rs from SO -
l.I6pl1.in,

it w'.s frcm thc st:rn'l-
ar-',,'Iinst a non-

thc Iall<l:n:'!.r-" nn:i r-.t
ttDi-.rcipfinc the Third

liile a.'it,r.tcr'l in Bpitrj.n f,;r class acti:n a,,:inst tirc scntr.in:: cf titu fl-cct -
t;l f,-:rcc i'us uittrilrawaL l-ry e urfr[3n-J1-l3lidri*fisro. Rut ins:f:y ar; t]r'Lt a.rnlcil.
fir.rt cf 1n2ci |alisn l,r...s on1:l ;yccl in acti.rn :'.r .:t:lnst a nrn-i;t.:crinl-i-r';t ccrtntry,
vJe .:ts s:cielist,s worc ttl,Ii c': to t:..kc ;ur s.L.-.ncc, r',rith Li.:iiin anC :Ir,-.ts:iiy,
with the tlc.;:r.;ressec'[, '1cj)en.",ent ant', unt qUs.lil. iIIe h^,'r tc ]:c fr;r t]fc tlcfc:lt cf
i-ripcrialisar- t-'y r,rrhetcvL.r c;nl;i-n..ticn of pclitical anil nrili6"y ixclrns 'ivcre

licssil:1<,.

In this rcsircct lri) lverc nct wr:n,, tc chnnt e :)ur irositi'rn to a call f:r
thc i:,iIitary ilefc:.t rf British i,;:,)cri.r.l-isr: - wc rrcrc Elp-]:g in rcco,:,nisinJ
thc iliillic:lti,,ns ':f thc sc'ttr'rin,-: of thc fl-cct. ?ho uar lvhict']=gq aE an
inc,:nscqucnti:l- quarrcl i)vcr a c.cLonial rcl-ic haii. , ev*;loi:oii int.r r: tcst lf
streni,th for in:perialj-sr: - sc,Jkin5. tc'' i-iitii:irl:itc u,;t cnJ-y blte Arllcntirtc
wr-lrkin$: r:s.E'iaoB ri.ut aLsc to e;trike a nctv trote r'-;f fcar j-nt,l th,:se in stru.:,='1e
:ri;ninst initcri:] ist oxploit:Lti.ln irrlttnr'l thc 1:'I:1r1,:1,.

In cal-lj-n;, fcr a clasr: n.-:i,iIis'-.tir>n ::f rnrcrhurs tr r'r.cf'cnci Ar.illntina - ancl
r;pclU-ni-:;ut,': r;1,r.tcc':. s;;rior-; >f trausiti:inl..l and':loiiocr:ltic.i-e;::i.l:il s,.iesi;nc11
tc r',:l,ilisc sir-:ultanonusly arr.:rj-nst tl:; jurit:r, thc b,rur.3c;isj-c r.:.nll thc trhrle
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:fficer caste - thc r..rlnority i:ositj-cir of fcrec'l n>t su;,'pcrt t: Gal-tj-eri 1-:ut a
nieans:rf clc.r,epcnin1 e.n.:l rr,4icalis:inr: tl:i stru;:i'l;:f the worl-'crs Llivertctl by
thc l,lal vinas inuasion.

It is cf c-;u.rse p.:ssi'l-.!e tc i-ntcrpru.t Ari-:trLlrrc iicfcncisi::: in a $1.3y hlhich
c',ces lcnri eu;r,u,:,rt t'; tli' junti .Lnli ,lcrusi tn; cl^.ss p-r

tire tttcrcnist,s clevclcltcC such :r pcsition - c",'l'lin.-- f,,lr

But th.se .;:si-ti)its ..rc cr:,:1;1 etc'1-y ':i if urcitt f n r', t
vr:uld L,c just as rc1:'ri.'.nt tr irlint rut tl:'r-t th; ':l j'-r3i
r;i:r,ny of the sailic fi,.ri,rel ,:rcnises r-rs thr iiil*:g! .. tiii;
ri1-.hts:t cf thc is1,:lt:c',ct s; th; trii;lj-,crlr:l-i stLctr n''.turc :
- nnrl- couI,:1 this 1i'.r.1 the i:,--jority to llili-tantrs cr:lvc
positicri (ar.';uin:' n ',;{.irk-'rs: sjiv.)-rltl.iunt i.n Brlt:-i n w'lu
f Cr tire rrlib;ra.ti:l:rr .) f the Isl_rncicrs : en._l gJ..l s-iil,-- ."-i,

vlith:r.r-wal- f r ,lef c,lt sincc this v,':t-i1 .l liei',.n Rrit-ish s;1

I .-riseti ,n. I thiirk
.:- na'ci.:n:.1- l..Icc cf all-

clr.sses at.ainst thc ii:;:er-ialists, r-n,l scttin. esi cie '1ct:i-rcratic a.nii. ';thcr . l
cicn::ncls, The;1,i:tcricr-n SiliPr l-'as:n6 itsclf on a f1.rse a-nd, classlcss view':f thc
I{on-/ilir nerI j,icv;:.lcnt, ,:.ihi ch in turn fI::r,.is fu'-,iil thc f,:rlso vit;w cf tho cestro
lcaiicrehip, rlst r.';nun'l u1: wil1y ni11y in this canp.

hu ninrrity I
ty linc i,c,1J-Il
vi':later-l irn'i.

f ihc Arlruiiti
n1y pro-ir.:rr-l'
I r'L c:ntinue t
it:tirn f:r :'.

.',ic::s ki11cci,

inc. It
s frcn
tirnrl
ne junta
iali-st
hc trrr
Britisir
ctc).

The iila jrrit;, kc.r;r rrn r.l: -,t-:'1, thc ncc,,1 f .r r.rt in:'e;tcnrlcnt tlcless linett. Eut
such a linc is not -:rrLy i ircrnFlete in thci-r' .il1'r,1yr,;1s .:f thc s'i tuati-rn; it is,
j-n their airpr:rch, ir. c-iriplotcly:l;strrcl;, s;c!-,lr:.t- linc iii,:'.kin': nc point :f
c)ntect ruitn the stru .,1ce 1s1.u:11;r tikJ.ir. lrlr-cc in Ari cntina. Insteacl ':f
scizin:.. up14,;.fl-r c c,:,ntr-.rl:icti..:rs : f thc :r:rtt-i,'iperi:rlist i,i':vt ni:nt r re clJr,ilisinr'
1ts prii:ressive riyna;:iic a.nc1 ilcepcnln, its cIr.r:s crnt;;nt, tirc mr.jlri. ty
posiii.ln sets j-ts facc jruF: ln",t irirvciiicnt - anJ- nakr:s nc conllcctir:i: tiret
cCu1i1 cn.ll_rlc it tc r:,isJ-the f-i ,trt f,:rr clasr.: in..lc;cn:Lcnco.

'';{e c:u1il 3.3nr.|i1} a.rcc tl si1n(1 Jut ':r-s is:latcr'- ri,''l::111s in thc i:rtcr-
naticnirl r-v-',Iutitnary nlvci-rcllt lniL ai,;tit,-, ,rlLi.;ls r;. nr;lin,. thcnsrlves as
Trltslryist if 1-:y 'L..in, s.f 1?3 v/crc <.Lcfcndi;r. a c:)rrcct i;riirciple antl a

worked-out lj.nc. But thc ;::-.;::r:ity 1rr:e lf fc'rs us .:nly fuc1..ecl :rnc1 frlsific i
thcgreticcrl clncci:ts irs c ritirn.rlis:ticti frr i, Jiscrc:litin: ':'nf, thcrou-;h1y
wrrlr'ti'hc1,-'lerL l-ine on thc Fr.Ikl::ni:ls: fcr h;1i'-in, sutcli vicws t,he \rtSL will- i]-cser-
vc1ly bc riCi culs.'L l.rt,ir in 3ritai1 nncl int:.rtr:fi rir:.l]Y. f t j-s; p:rticularly
rlama1,in,; - thou':h r-)i.ihnits i11.3yif...l;lc - thpt sticl: 1.r:.rsitlr)ns shf,ul-d erisc
:ra:,.fii; Tr ''tskyists insi:ic thc a.',.'russfr it:ipcri^.List naticn. Thc irositi-rn
stnris lvrcrri i-y an,t r,.'t:Lncls u;,; i-lisastrrus. It sitiulci l-'c a.l:an:1cnc'--1. f --'rthvitlt.

Cunliffeo



1s ri13.:'le J, t, c re presontetive cf Politi-ca Obrcra
at the ncctini bctitcen thc TfLC an.1 thc FTT in Pa.ris cn the weekenii cf the
3tl ann \th of July. fhc P0 coi,1ra,:lc har: just amiveil fr<;r:r Arglcnf,ina, where
of ccurse hc hrd. bccu throu:;hcut thc war. I took his str,turrcnt 1314pn..]-ilost
verbrti-mo eIth,''ul;rh e fcui scntcnccs vlrerc nj-s, ;i1. nrrl thr,;ur,h 1ns.:1.equrtu. nJte-
teking. Thc'.tl,ii-ssitns h'-',ti/evcr wclc a;:lplificaticn ari,l i'].: n.-:t effuct t]:e lj-ne
of argument.

Snith..
[Ecfcrc thc Galticri inva.slon of thc l,ialvinas isleni'rs, the nilitary

rc;iimc fil'is ]lru,nkinl; up aE a r.sult cf thc sh;:r;i: ccnn:nic crisis in Ar11r-:ntina
which hal ',evclcpec1 sincw 1980. This resuito,-i j-n a lorc:k up of thc unitc,:lfrcnt of thc boilrecoir=ie anci the fr-;rnati-on of the ,Multi Pilty Frcnt,, a
grcupluil of thc fivc tacst iilporbant olr-rti-+s (thc Rr,]j-cals, thc Pcrcnists,
thc l'irT, thc christlan Delrccrats an,.'L th.> rntrensigcnt p:rr:ty).

ttThis crcatccl e crisls in tht; nilitar'y an:l rur-rultc,'l in thc switch frcm
Vir1cl.e tc, Viola whr cj:..r.tc to prwer cn thc 

"fo,:;c-r 
of the uni-ty of the bcur-

tlecisie. PO saw thc cornini; to ilol,rcr of Galticri at tltc cni of fg8f as thc
fr>rmaticn of a cri-sis rci:it:ic. Alrrost as soon as it c:rle to pcwcr, the r;ucsticn
of when it woulcl fa1l wei bcinrj -liscusse,i. il'his was unrlcrlj-neri b;, the,;rert
c1ctirr,'nstrati':in e-rf Merch 3}th. ft raust also ilc roricl'.lbcrecl thet the Gr.ltiuri
Junta rJns r. vcry cIi.,so .rIly of iri,.reri-e.l-isit - a.s shi:vln by its support for thc
Salvatlcr rer-;irlu ctc. It w:is this situetj-on vrhicir lec1 up to thc riiovc to
occupy the islan{s.

trlt is clcar th:t thc cccup:,tii)n wns a t:.ctic by G.dticri t,:., try to i.cnl
br:th with thc prchlcni of his intcrn:r.ti:;na1 rclr-ticns enri ulth. thc 1:rct,li;iu of
confronting thc v,iorkini.i clnss. It crcnt;'rl ekilnii cf nrti-rna'I unit) insirle
Arg;entlna, an,t1 at thc int,crnntirn:r1 1evcl 1t r'lci:ionstr,:,tcii. to tirc USA. the
irossi.bility of an intcrnatj_..na1 all_ir:.ncc.

ItVie (PO) ':'li'. not supplrt cithcr thr polltical cr thc r.tllitary ri:ves for
thc occi:Lpr.ti:n cf thc;j isl-anr',s anil uio cculr-1 nct suppcrt t,he objoctitres of
Go-1ti+ri. Inclcerr" thc occ,-ip.,ti:rn i&'.:.-$ sujl-[r,:rte:l by thc cntirc Ar'.cntine
bcurii:.;oiisic. But everythinil chi:lng;:i thc ririnute the flcct rrr'.s scnt. Froa th<:n
on wc lverc fcr thc *<.,:fcet of thc'flcct in:icpgilglfg,:f the nature of titu
rcEj.iee. Thj.s was the startin,: point lorEfffi-:ilFTtrc silnc ti-mc we h:..,1 tc
remeiabcr that thc crn,iuct cf tho w:lr !:Jas in tirc hanils:f c cl.tss tvtrich h.is
very stronii links wlth i-n:,perir1i-sii. i,ilo thc'rcflre hiivc tc be vcry carcful not
to confusc thc objcc'bivss of thc worl<ini; cl:rss with thc objcctives cf the
bourgcosisi'::.. To avcj.r', tiris wc irri:rcili.o.tely a.lvrircc,], tho frlloliin,'; 1)rr)r-r3lil:ic:

ttFirstly for the r1c1;encc of Ar6;cntinr - rvhich tril.:rs s'jtiiothini, v'rtrich thc
rc6irnc actually ,-I-i',n! lv.-.nt to i1cr,'c1op. t,Iithin thilt francvlcrltr_ lvc 'l.evclcpcr-',.
a number cf ,-lernaniTs;-1. Seizure of imperirlist propcrty. 2. Ncn-payrtent cf
c'lcbts to iripcri:l ist banlis. 1. r\rning: of thc ilasaes. We s.:rir'r thet thc
strul;i;lc n.:.3r.irrut Grcrt Britain rac:rnt thc-, struiiiile ar ainst the Grlticri
rei.iiae as lveII. irlle saw thr: regiiite as incapnblo ofi stru$i;Ilni1 :lgr''inst
inperialisn, thcrcfcrc our lcasic policy !va$ h:w coul:1 tho vlrrking class trke
ovcr the wari

tttle arf:ucc] that: cr.efeat f;;r Britlsh ir1pcyi":.1isur ri;louIi, 1:cncfit t]rt> vlcrkinS
class both in Argcntin,r an,1 elscwhcre. lrrlc s:ii,'lthis bccr.usc such r victcry
woul:r, not be achievcd rvithcut mlbiLisin,g thc workinll class wir,ich wru..Li'i cxposc
thc regin:c to thcn. A victcrry fcr Arf,.ntlne, we arriuciL, v,loulrl nct strcngthon
thc rcl,,ilitc l:ut lue:rkon it - sincc the regimc gaglg on ii:t1:crialism. Thcrcforc
vuc sr-itl tiro stru;i,,,lc e;'atnst the rci:ilire lv:-rs tlrc s*ic as tho s'uruIi,1c tc wifl
the w:lr. In cthcr wcrcls thc struiiilc r.lainst GaltJ.cri involvc':h thc defc'rt
of Thrtchcr. Por this rcl-s,)n .v,'s srlg; f,|i1f thc stru11,,]o ni-',".1nst the Brj-tish
riiilitnry ur.s elso a. stru,1i, 1c a. :insL G1]ticri. Vile, at ';Iic s:riilc ti-rto, rli-'. not
g.Uagg thc two, tut concentr:.tcd. on thc J-efi,a.t,->f tho British mili-tary. ltUc

ffi-frcc" (+:-lticri by poj-ntj-n:l tr his links witli ir:':pcrialism ancl thercforc
his inal-.i1ity tc fii'ht tlte w:r.

t .:
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trThis rl3-vo us thc 'l;asis for cur ca;iipail;n. \{e rvorkecl fcr thc fcrr''ntion of a

:lnti-ii:ig.rcrj-rlist crrirr.tittccs in the universitics an:'- ir.r thc fact:rlos l-:lsed
on the pr,-r .rtnitic I ha.vc eutlinccl . AIso, 1:ivcn th,.'rt the ar,:iy lv,?.s iln arny
which suppcrter': i:-rpurial-ist:i l.ru't nrw haci to f,i:t.u r. w3.r ;'r':,inct iLr vrc cculil
work to crcatc ,iivisicns in thc arniei, f,lrccs, Givcn th::.t spll-ts alrcncly
exis'bed' in thc Lrrly, lvu c:ul-'-l v"i:rk f'tr biri' for'i:i"iti::n -rf i:rnti-ir:ipcrirlist
comnittces v,,ritl:irr ivhrch wi; c.:ulcl rrise thc s1,:,-.?.n of thc ^.rr.iin , ill' thc
workin: cIass. (Thcro trv.'.s insul:crl'linatic:i in thc arr-iy'tn thc way in whtch
thc w .r hac', l.,cen Ccnrlucte c',). In thc anti-ir:iperirlist ccr:t.iittcos, I,t,e ari uecl.

for narches t: thu h,:.rracks to cLenan.l &ri-,s, nnil' vre nr':.;ue* for cle'ilonstrations
a,;einst Geltie ri..

ItSc for us the f rri: cf stru-l: :Ic h-.C ch.en-'c,-l- bccauac cf tho lrrer - it ncw
passeC thrr:u.:h the stru '1o a:rinst British iti.;r;rialis::. At thc ssnc tii:lc
the trr,ri.c un1,:n l-c.:irlers herl. suspcnr]gA thc stru.;;"1c a..ninst bh<; rcl:ine//They
sairl it was neccbss.ry tr ireaffiltch:r first anr1 thcn thc rc.;li:ic. V'Ie sir-j-d
thnt:.lthiu;;h the r'cfo.rt of Thr.tchcr ryes thc;:ri-nclpal slo;,nn, this can cnly
happcn thrru,.:h lhc-ntbilisetion cf thc ilnsscs.

ttAs ccrn as thc c'lcfcrt caac, it was cl-cr,r thc rc;.ittc wculd f:r11, thi-s was
nct sinply bcc,'.,.:.gtr cf the -rllrr, its vucrkness r,vaB ll,virus l.:..,fcrc thc vlar. V'Je

theref,:rc chr.ract-rls<; thc present si'Lurti.cn in thc f:rIlcwin,.' -l'Ilry, Fi-rstly,
wc think tho rci:irie is finishr,il. ,:uci" tirc }:i.; lrrl'!:l-u;.t f 'rcin, tllo rulin;; cltss
ls th.-.t nltlrru-;h thc ru.;iiliu is finishcd, thcy fct th,- i-rolitical vacuulli
which w,-ruId exist vithcut thc i:r1l-itr.ry. Thcy Lircref,:rc ash thu arniy tr>
a;;point a prcsii'.cnt vrhil-st thcy try to rcsolve thc ilatt'r. But this cannct
ci:ntinue f :r lon.'. f t i-s 1ikcIy t: push thc rc,-i-rie int*, ilcrnr.ncnt crisis.
Thcrc coulci even be militrry c:nfrrntnti:n l;etr,,rccn rlifforcnt scctions of thc
:Lrrjicr.L fcrces. Alrca,Ly thu nultj--ptt,'roup wnnts to 1:,-.tch up thc rift
which has i:ccn crc,rtecl rvith irpor'i:rlism. tt

In rcep.rnse to questirns, +"hc c:nrarlc s:-icl titc f,:11clin,l::qi
ItIlIc vrcrc abl-,; to 6;stal-,.}ish e lari't,: nuntor of anti-ii.r*:,erielist cllr:ltittecs

in thc f.r.ct:rics anr1 universitics anri n.)v{ we h,tpt-'to hcliL a. national
confurence cf thcn. Thcy urerc hr:,'lc1,1y b-..ser',, ::.;stly thc Parcnist lcft win,. anii
lccaL tr.:i.ihe uni:,n ori;enis::.tirns. Thcy vICrc spucificr-Ily rnti--ii:rporia}ist
ccninittecs r:ithcr tlian 1la-trictic ccmraiLtecs. The t/:'/ coi::mitt';o fotr cxaii':pIe t
whj-ch cri;..nised a iiarch of I,OOO Viii w:rkers t-r thc railit".ry barracks, r.loman-

dcrl thr: frllowin.;: 1) c':nfiscaticn ef Britisl-r h'rlrli-n;;s. 2) Enr', tc suspenil:c'[
warle pay:e*t" ;1.) Victcry ovcr thc British invlc'.cr. Sone strikcs vlerc
or.;anisccl vuhich resultccl in anti-r:avurrllllcnt lt,:'.rchcs.
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