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f,NTBODUCTlON

This ctocurnent was first d.raftetL early in June. Its c-irculation has been

held up becaus"-of a te"tnlcalbottlbneck at the centre' It is a measure

of the speed, "i *[i.fr thjog; [*r" a"r"loffiA tUat tfre i,terpretatlo+ of
tLre Trr,c,""oiotiro-t"u alieady more orriS*" ceased to be -eentral to the

d.lspute i'4. the rdsfJ. - _ -r
The minorj-ty claimed continulty_with the TII,C conference resolution

on the basi" Li'orr" u"r.t"""I--i*rq-.,;[y^p*t of that senten-ee)" 0hat was

their starttni-p"i"t;-t,Irrat-*rii their-finishi-ng point be, r now lnereas-
inglY wonder.

The second tendency doeument, IB?, has movetl very far f19*-t*
,fnorilv interpretatlon- of the fIT,c tesolution and far evenr trom the

p"Iiti"; of the tendency I s ftrst d'ocuuent '
Exa,njsatlon of the IIT,C doeumerrt, ad of the mi:rorityt" i*L:lpreta-

tion 6I it r-t "" therefore now beeore a 1ry {or eomad.es to put the
##";t "iie;-of 

tlr; d*bussion in the l[Si, in perspeetj.ve. Qy examL:ring
{il"iJits-"8-tG ttispute, and where the ntpgri}V have cone from
ioirtl,""rly, comane3 wiir find it i,mpossible tb avoi-d -ask5-ng theusel-v-
5;*;#;-Is"iow-tf,e turnins questionfpr tne IISL; where is the n:inority
treaded. with fts..current.pofitics = 

wlth its more ancl more reekless
Ei.6'[it"{iono-t-''6"*,";bIoc[,nanti-imperia1i9t''(rneanirrgthe
,o""""ign Argentine state ard _its bourgeois .ru.l-ers) r- ttintertratlonal
;;i;;;=of- fSrcestr coneerns' for class po}ities and Trotskytsu.

I reudnd comades that the minority started. out at the EC on }itray 9
ata.imisg to base thenselves entirely on the IIIrC resolution. Then and
;ffi;;ifrey frave -uade. it their battiecry that.tk ,efg{ity {eneged on
ifr"I-i""oiirtibn (and/or practised. dupliclty at the TII,C conference by

"otinE 
rot it).

T_renj.n wrote, deallng with the disputes about what trad |apnened. at
the tgOl cor,ier"irce of .t[e RSDLP (ln whigh_the,Bolshevik ard Menshevlk
ia"tto"i, fjrst energed) tnat comades 4*lr1+ study the records.
;illi;;rr-[" wroter]"ytg takes someone"dlsets woril for it in politics
rst-f,op6tess iaio[" ('Ore S!"p fo1w31{, !T-o S}"pg-Backr). Study the
recOrar-"orr.d"s. I'ind out who- is teIlj-ng ttre truth.

Iook at tlre uassive politic_al d.istanee the mi.:aoTity have.travelled
from Ttie posit j-ons they pieviously heJ.d. Ln common with the naiority. 

-

c"ipo" tire Bosilioo,oi trre [Ilc conference wlth the tthi-rcl worrdismr
;f-i3?, utricfi-tra"f."ts the A.rgentlng bowgeoisie and. its state in the
;ad-'i'61ass camp" as the proletariat:

rrtie have to determi.ne our posltlog accolding to the basj-c class
camps, ,rot- on conjunctural- eventsrt . . . trthe class eamp into whloft
i"g6"iin. fits in-a war against imperia1lsm...rr (p.4)

Note that IB 7 declares:
*There is nothlng esBggbl1y genuine about a workers t struggle
because it occurs in-ifre trinelwork of a trade Yllon,.rathet than
an anti-tmper:-af ist rnass movement . . . The only. t}io€ that tre can
say auoui;;;En;t stru€g1es ln mass reforuist trade union-s, and.

worxersi-"ti,rsg}u" in m65s reformist arrti-lmperialist movements

is that they are likely t9- ogcl:J' in mass reformist anti- i

fuper:iti"i"r*"*g"i"-i" that they are like1y..to occur in
aiffer6ii-pJis or the worrd -_the former in the more advaneed,
the 1atter- in the moie baclfilard. . . This is not 1n any yay to

"ugg""i-iir"t-ioaependent 
workerst organisations are not one of

the most important i""toru in any stiugglert. ( p.14) (ennffiir 
d.ed)

Contrast this with ttrre [rotsicylst insistenee on i'ndependent

rvorkers t ortanisation as tbe irreplaceable forrndatlon-stone of our
politics : fiot- ius! o+ "importanl fac.tor". Contrast it wlth the
TrrJc ,""oroii"" i" cutrr,rlneric" oflrast Decenberr rejecting the



t

,2
perspectlve of I proLetar ian hegenony In an anti-+rpeljalist uniteal'front, for Centor-a1 America, and tneistt-ng ins tead on inclependent
orotetaria,n politlce. Contiast lt with the politlcs of oue of the
?ounrlation s-truggtes of the frotskyj.st novenent -tho struggle agalnst
tiJ Si"iin-SurhEiXn 1irre that tJae irmags refor4let- a$ti-1nperiallst
,"""ruttt' of the KuomLnta,n€ ln ChLna -wag as Egotl as any franework
for norkers I struggle .

trA]-l he (carotan) ean aee 16 the ju+t?, a,ntl lts l4ato.ry, ard
ite alefeat. fbe ness;s-aru-" mre"s[ad6w or nfrre lnal'q"'n (p'14)

)
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not in lrotekyisn t
Read the assessment in IB 7 of the ilrvas loa and the war Lnrrtlefence of the lnvagloutr .
ttThere was an element of objecttve anti-r nFer ialism in
Galtierj.rs rrove - whatever his uotlvatLon.- It 1s imposelbleto solz€ o onething fron imperiaLism without that seiznre
hg.vfng any aati-lnperrclist content at all. Aud more thanthat. There ie an eleneut of a^nt 1- i.per ialisn la titre d.efenceof the invasLon agatnst-inoperla]-lsm i'frfcU Oaitieri-is now,fe the meant ine, fcor ced. to undertakert (p.10).

___ _ Conp re the firn, cLear coadennatlon of the tnvasion 1n the
Ill9.f:91"i_i?1,-,?4 even ttre statenent ln the nrnori.iyig !,r+ 9resolut ion that they naintained the saxre assessment odthelnvaslon.

",u""tl,,Sol[*H"5t$ tf"'*lrtl *:g:i5.t* t.o ex?.ra,ne f,ron arr
reroanber trra{ rt-was tfii ;;i;""-;ii-iilit*3:l*"*3l i 3*4*oo* *o"oomadee nade their oredo. trYon it hae sproutea iii"i"-"il.i"ritpolttic6.

*rJ+lt

core of our

a revo]-utl

the cardinal

experienc
checklng

e , we re late back d

It ls vit a1ly inp
of

or tant to get the record straight. At theconcept the revo].ut
task of t*re party ie

ionary
the itl

party ls tlre bellef that
the b ourgeois J.e, the petty gle agalnst
craoy, fe a worklng-

Ythrng el.ee that tJre par

ourge ols
ut]-ook.

rloes, ftom
corrd itlons

partices, and
ipating in

claas o
st buraeau-

shap
b

strug
tallnl

controle ever tystri-kes through to orgaxris ing aa artred lnarrrectl_ on.ft is essential to l{artlst poUtics that we rentlpolltics is
er pr

to
eclse anal
nap outhone st accouats to ourselves. Our mettrod ll

progranne antl go
derlve olu tacti
the terrain theeet ically,

.Wetry to thtnk
to be gulit ett by

things
our bas ic c].aas poJ-itioaJ-

a]-s through rl-gor oun1y. Ueca1 concl- usLons frorc our prlnc lpl.ed as se sgEentsard when we nod tfy orn c onclus ions in the ligh t of practical

,

ourseLves, lGeping
ixeetly
thlnge

to orr prinotpl.ed considerations
I,Ie pract isein perspe ct Lve

tl

kof

strlct ticaL accormtlng. OtherrLse we waver ard flor.urder and.
poli

ifted the tidee ofgetsh from our class antl tr4arxis t noor ixgs byevents. l,Ie faiL to fulfil_L the LrreBlaceable, fund.anental tasto roainta in and explaiu a clear clasg lineeven ia the nost c onpl-icatetl or adverse c ir cunstances We fall- to
o4ary party

be true to our
fecee.

class po1ltics, anl get taken ln tow by al1en class.
a

On the Falkland s war we hade an asseas,ent and toek a positlonat the TM conference. It was endorsed atthe Aprff Zi liC-witfr

il
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Do-orre vot irg a.galnBt. Now the Llinorl'ty, cl-al-ml.ng to base ttrense lve g
on the SII,C resoLutl.ou whiah they are tdeVel-opingr, have jettlsored
that resol-utlonrs poLltics, substitutlng for it cloudy notions
anci tlublous assessnelxts of I the lat err:at iona]- ba]anee of forcesrr.
Sv not adnittilg that ffrey have broken colxp].etel-y wlth the letter,
si,ir ft anti rcethott of the fI[,C reso]-ut1oix, th€ courades have
c'onp3.etely nr.ddied tihe polJ'tlcal water.

fhe nlnor ity corlrades I resP onse now to dlscrseion of tJre ir
olitlcal- zLg'zagl 1s that what nbtters ls whether they are r1€htp

or not now. Comatl orr receil so far on the tr'a-lk1arit s

you ar
1€ sue r

e sayjrrg nolr should Prcve.
lt would be a sheer aoc ident arrcl a srrfprls lIIg one, tf what

ect !to be ccner

fo neraberg .who haye suPPortetl the nLnority wo saY: so You
belier€ that we str ouLd have backed Argentina? Then we bave a,n

inpor tant dlsag3eenent. vlhat do thirk

es, wlth y

,
tr , Sg r, the

o

rt**

fhe c orcnrents ln this i-ntroduction are nott of courge, a fu1-I

,uorr.^i; isT.-ih"-a";;;"t-i; concerned with the llIi,c resolution
ar6 its relation t" iiJ-i6"rtiorr" oteuetl in the flrst tendency

docunent. Because g'"fit"iEii*th;it Eeens rrsefu.l to give an outline
;I"iG-;;"[ents arrcl argrrnents here'
- 

PARI 1 (Pages 1 to 11)

**rlt*ar+jl'ux.q**lf tg:'**t*a+-:ltt;,*"
Thls section lncllf,es an.g'cco^unt 9f the discusslon at the

mi.,c l'o'ilui;;;;-;"t 
-o-f *i'ici' the fanous sentence cane '

?hBI 2: Bage 12" Rea'd the reet of the resolution!

fhe rest of the.resolutlon clinches -the argument ' It strows that
we dltl a,nticipate w!,i;"*''ti i-e darita fcn eieent::re withd'rawa:- and

the rieht of the t"t'la#i ii i""ra" tulir 6wn future in that

context .
PARI,

dll-scusses the pol1t ics o{ }}re resolution as a trhole and the

iiiliiiiT" Ltairaonnent or then'
PaEe 15: Dld we see Argent lna as qualitatlvely different
fron Britain?

u," oi,or ii ; + +, ( t entt e ncv d 
" 9 Yl9'tl" p;5" I"*1i1"*ffi""*i iXfl ,,*,

i Ji"E'i- n, i+ 1 T %d #3;r* ::3 "H"i"?r};c"i"' 
t a.n op-pre es or .

or it $as a $a'r or

,,"" 

- 

":tJ:":;"ilf 
ti" %trhri!3i:iti:' 3:*'m;"I:"il3" otfr**s' ""*

irt:y* -'*r*n-$,1$i:i##iffi ' :'*'iFiil$' " ""''
ete analYsjs - enc
res o].ut ion.

Page 15: lrrgent Lrra t s nat lonal r ights

ttNat lona1 rights *"- *'"ott'"d tr 

' the tenttency docunent arguetl '



5
tj -.!t" rlght of a ron* lnpe-? i al ist nation to recover what it thinksis its property fton rn-peiGi{;;; with;"t ri""i"!-ii-ru"?""ti.ck an.d isclp]-ine fu oEa the militartior6. of-irpu"ialisnrr.

rrtrr-s 
'rocu"Eent 

argues that the not 10n of national r ights herat

iF}i{}H-f ffi !_'*q_-*iii-,Hi ji:_;#r"*'f 
ffi Til":}ffi ;,ffi i"ln dtefi nce of a.11 concret" .s""s"r;rri".

3?3?"' 3;r3;:t"::'Tl3:*tI#earlv want to preserve the

?age 18: the ainor ity have abantl the TItrC conritnent tose].f-.cleterninat ion for the
oneal

Fa]-k1anclerg .
: rrif the settlers were a distinctfor seljde terntnati on worldas for se].f-.deternina rwe

lon. theytrni-netl t wecannotltuatlon to the
o stay so
Falkiand s ancl

tle
settler

. If such consid.:""1_i-?+g were clecisiyf_=4 Uty, then they shou]-Ctffiffi $trtrffiurg#- 1111. rroa ;;;i*i'
own ruture,r. __ltantu uuooia. fj;;thrls.ilnr*?"*J*r$:"L":*;-

^ plt fron a Leninist _ or denocrati,of self-de terainat tip+qi,sffi -;ilr;i:U'":,:;*r#it;:l!illd*"Iiik,'liL-Y*
vision of a synbolic anti-laperlallst d'y ascribe to then in the:r

flff ffi"r;rl;"r" on r,he rnperlalist war lrre]-evaJlt to the
l[hls Eection exanines the vlew that the $e", ^qh ].^ i^5.
_Giilifi:"-;"J*"P :l-'*le* 

" 
" iffiJ, #iJfr/ r':il1i"$:f ff t"?il,*{J,

l*l,*gTi:';3;";;:#3t;H""i3?a.":#,,iff fft yf,jif 
"*H;T*F,

Page 21 ! Our atupJ.tclty
The ninorlty have.been.free with accusat

;;i#t-$;;li,il.ffi g#l+;5*;;#HL;$jt*ti:t:*i;:__
11/7/82.
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a reo e e expos ono

3J [.Caro1an

Perhaps
16 with

o

its 1

waa

the b lggest propoganda success the [end.e has haB so farncyine on the eoballed I ILC Resolutio It was actn. (a WS! resolutlon passed at the Easter Conference ofnotes of t he tlSL and the Danee ins t t IIIC by the
ual-Iy

tont fT who wanted. us n o sor o pos

the discwsion a
vt the Easter Conferene

of t he tlS! NC has s
e lre rrere allread
ince aclopted. Thxoughout

t

vEffiiEifr'1c even the Dane s we.re on the other s icte and theirlast-minute vote on qur s i.ale cane politica3-Iy r:nerpected to neat least )

The -[enddncy.lrave c onvincecl eren sone .-supporters of the WSIposition on.the uar.- defeatj_sxr on both sld.es ;!!r1t the tild nes.,or.irey sections 9f 1t, backs up the curent politlcs ot [[6-rain_orlty. 
- f,his is Stterly_ rid lculous. as 

_ 
anybody- who talei-ttrJ-troubleto read the whole res-oJ.utiol !IB5) w++.see-. The trrC reJorriliof,'--

speake excl-usive)-y for the preseat polities of the w$r, on iiie war.

Iri fact the IIIC Resolution is, in qy oplnion, iladeqgate, antt llin ccne.qays it is seriously inadequate. It ticks a f5'ositive and
otraightfor-wa{ct expositlon on the core of the BritiSh/Ardenttne
di-spute, the FaulkLands i-ssue (though it ls p]-ain].y fn-iaior:r ot
sel-f-de terirination for the Faulkl-ardere). tt 1s a tonpronilae aloc-
ument antt 

- 
the conoequence of this ls that in sone of its formul-

ations and balances it is anbS-guos and even anbivalent. you wilffind in it a few phrazes whictr nlght be lnterpteted as nui,raffy
conti"ad ictory"

f ttre
I

i
i

cor'rect xrarxist $oEtJ-ysis and pol ics dYl the tr'aul-klands war. In
er e ealed a^nd renderett obsol.e{r:its essentials lt has not been suP

by the events of the war, t4ough of. course lt has nou been super
s eded as a concrete account of events.

ather
rnp.r_y- i_t waa a

sunp ua.r was

tninile
-ln-
dl.v

s, policies ard.

Anct - ttespite what the oppositlon now utyol I
serlous resolution wrltten on the working aE
lnninent. It was not mritten, as the conrddes
cheek sith ideasr attitudes aflct p osltlons ad
i:e the bel-ief that war woul-cl not happen - att
positioni whlch had to be jettisoned when the

I

war dicl happen.



2 af, thB to base themselves
( the comades are for o say sl cause y Eusjustify their oun jettisonlng ofthe resolutlon except for apart of one sentence which they nLsconstrue t- when the guns

definl

s cl-

1

caJ.Iy
uhl.eh

,etarted goine off .)
llhere is of course n_o gglting. an:."y fror: the fact that whatever thecorrect_readilg of.the.Trtrc Resolution we have now in {Le-wsr, tworadicarly different _interpretatlons of it. rt i"-*rritdii i[atana]-ysing a text wll1 sort this out for usr: or lead us to concreteanswera. Tlese w111 have to be workcd o"t ifr"str. -- - "" -"
Iilevertheless it is i-ap ortant to discuss the test of the rrtc Res-orution to.help- coua.Ses or-ient tn irre-in{e"".r-wii ,ii""iiiio"The opposition have clalmed to base tirenserves on that resolutlon.trbora 

^th.e 
naJorityrs polnt of view the resolution ls the u?ittenproof that the oonosit-ion. ha.vo hd n; ut"tii-poiiii'i""oi"tr."Br it ish/Arse nt in6' c onrii ct 

"o,i 
-rruiiJ 

o 
" "iri"-i "d i"i 

*i 
i!" riIe"awil-dly undler pressure of events.-'

exanine ancl cllecuss the TII,C gesolutlon anatpoints only ir,' passing anA-to ;;"il;;- o"noency docwrent which has a bearlng on thee TIIC Resolution.
i)art 1

o

The mi:rority sei-se on th_e ]-oose]-y phrta sed suhorat lnate clauseof one sentence in the.tll' n"soi"tio" ana uase-ihei"-*;;i;gurTe+.t politlcs on itI turs is 
-irre -"Jiitl'"'i"Iffi".'l':{^:i:::

r;*"9*rg#ffi ,$;.'i"1:fl 
5"iffi ;54i'#:$fu p::iii}tr

rnate:tiaI from the Te
interpretatlon of th

they
scale
for t he de fence of Arglves 'bhe ic

gentind and igtrore
rle war

the najor clause

selze on the subordinate c].ause (I in the event of a fr:l-l-war between Britain and Arget ina we wou]. d be une quivo
) ,+ion of tI11

lancts issue. .. I
here. (Emphasls added).

n preci.se terns ! rrlIIhl].e
e nt conflict is restrictect to thc FauLk-oglc are on the side of the raajority

rt is quite plaln ix- the sentence which is the nain and which the
ii:ii!il{t"{1?Bff*iq!i rEEx :i:"1#mil-#il}"fr :"iffiin'is restrictea to the_F"ionanG;i iilTlro""", that chansee. arrrit becones 'fr:rl-scale waru, futi-;;"1;'ieanins - as th6 stb crauseit can have no other neanin!_ no fonger rrrestrieteat to the I,aFaulkrancls idsue,,, but a irir*""rJ-I"injIi i,ii5"-::-,*:_.il;-ffi;; ili*ir,'r,ii"h the question or i#:"H*:kti:,,3f""d
"ight6 ' and J-tberties are pos-ed rthen we 1rt1- be.rtunequlvocalJyfor.the d.eJence of nrgcntiia,,. if,EtTs"itsenten ce,r" -c 

""iJa 
Js "vote-i cJ" (ilia- 6a J"3.;:il;t:;"#iii"l#3: *n.

,lT!"- 
1"p""ps ion.'ifu*-s cale war,, i.s, *nfortunately?oift fen.s ftsef fltseIf .to the nlnori.ty's --'nisint"rp""tuiion frrii.*the scale or th6- *ar rn tno sl;il or-6ii,;;{-;i iii8'oi.rrt"ry

ffi :;i:di:+i+q::-i:Tg,lF*.ilFil'#ifr 'Hi{F,ffi illc,a,Ee ls taken r,, isoratlon frbn the 
-rest of t[e-uEi,t"-i"d"] a,athen



:1

the +:el:, in
s ha

o rrf,ull- s

'l

E

h to see it as

of the nai:r
ution

rf,
e

e

3
divorce it frou the po1itical f.rone'#prk
fron the po:l i.ti(]s. of, the rest of tb.oresol

i :'io '

on].y if you
clause, arfl

T
s: cai..e uar i-s ctearly inportant.. IJbatj-s

mFfl]- n

theY were 'trro?rg on every count. TheY forgot about the poJ.itlua3.

ag 5 eEsinel].t of the war we
si.vely ovei?rea
fact theY 3.ost

had j
et
theiir .hea"iig a bi-t. S:!-nee

oin'b.Ly hettl In
ed i;o the flrst

the previou.s f i-ve

weeks" l'hey nas ni1i bary clastres
then thel-r

iD shape{ b.'I ttrat ger: j-erir of et'r:ors,oii ti.os on tbe r. ar ha.,te been

.Tt?ce lJar
sa

aae

Tbe corcades are nc'ri J:iter:pr etin-g. this-to acai1 al\y serioqs rlax fare
:-;-;ven ariy rci,,t- rrl,l,l te.:y c-cn:ltrct'-. tire fac b 'lhat ue were a.Ir-

"E1olra 
* ti'il f:,:.cskieh fact that a shoo iring -,.'iar drrl cccur rury 1-

I6iA-"o*u cc:::r,t.C4lts to .t.or:re 's-iggt.9f-_the I'n;.,ortant tt:t.strTctlons here.
6iJ-resc.t''r..ij-o:r s'rli5 not rvar btrt 'rf"tl-1-soa1e wat'rr Thich' ls 4o
i,l'nset;r';tLricteal-to the tr'auLklands lasuerr

noth noJ-itj.call-y and- ni1itarj.ly the wan' has.rerained 1i11c91f:;;; ;i,3[i- "inoit Ei"d:"3l;tli{ir**,:,;-ur}g it"r,H3dr5]fi'Bg.lf* 
.

ELobdY e.nd ccetlY it
i-niLii,i""a" anct rerained nili',ariiy couflned to a struggl-e arouind

the lsl.ande

On Ifay gtir at the EC the preeent qi'ngrity comades obviously
+!,^rrr,a:t th.t irrre *el wirs :taU i:ig off tato- a f:cee--vr'heefng nj-litary
J'."'."ffii:-"ii-(ei,i.lence fcr tili.s l.g in paSes one and1wo of their

tr#::i;, ;i,tr+qF,Fi+3:;tffi '::*ll:t ; I"" "u is or ti:e i r'minent

5
t!

1i

e cour'
to think the conflict was: po.l"ltisaJL;

r.r t

o

o
escalat irrg lnt watr.ll as de filett in the resolutlon
that is llar no ].onger reer;ri.cted to ,the tr'au.1.k1and.s issue . Ehere

-?agn l',; Eueh reason on I'i;rY 9t a" f'uJ-l-scale wa:" going

beyond the !'a"uLl::Lanis igsue e-len the r.i1 t:r ( lr-nLes s
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both ways. In fact they
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that,
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idea that rrwi{' .Ls th3 9rry6 5ysi1;rt{or; of po:l.tti <'="' . 

j rrto .t-t1 311ct
opposite:npol-iticn is a i"iti",.ntion-Jt w*:,"?ti ?il"'flliltfi$? "twii which chang,s and shl'f-le . - .--.-+n-a
sltua+;ion -- :.": 'irospe cti very zrs lrc Lr" i

rtIt

thatrs not how it ls trsated il the TILC resoluilon thlch cd,e.Ir.

#;"-;e the rest of us voted for and ffere guiaed by frbr the .

iii"i ii"u neeks of t he crisle o

l.lrltten in the fu]]. kaowlesp tha!.the-Brltish war fleet wqs- on lts

::i.:x"th:tr#,:m:i; "lltii'"rnfii?l*"1: 
:lA i!$t*ffi]a"

ffiilft tii6 i-"-rrrrrii,i;; t; deternine their own fate. Now ,

uhless the coraceu #ii-to-tqy-1itqt the resol.utign 1s lrcoherent
sibberish then ln tt"i--"o"i"it"defence of Arsenti-lra" cour-tl on]
ilean lf the war o"""iJpJd''6ey6na i[e roo1t1gnils +ssue a nd becane
'""*"ti."i.-"n Argentiia'on s icate gnd for obiectlvee no }onger
;I"fi i;i;:d 

-to t[e t.aulklantls :dispute'

I[he notlon that British nl1-itary q'9ti9n to recover the Faulklands
-'::. -";;,l1d tu, ip"o-i" ;to; t" attack on Argentlna le entirelxt '

ruled ;;;-;y- ifie-ioliti"ui- i""o""nent of ,l[1 Hit*i *t*fo?nEu H".*'"iiEioi*,i"6" u;f-[tr'e 
- iact that the resorut

all:eadJ on Lts ,ruyr-i''au'Trre-ais-t:inction it ;:ade betw een the

confl_ict going on *raTi-fi--oui-war,' no longer lrestrictecl to the

Faulklands i-ssuerr.

llhe rdefence of Argent i-nart wi:ich- the couades now advocate has

nothing uhetsoeverit;:ffi d;h-tu6-q.t1"""" of Argentina' ih a

";i;i;:"a;tinsencv,iii;; 
" - --'trre tr:'c T": 919ti:" - 9"*1": t1d 

3 :

IICAIJ XtsI'TNIIIONS OF IHB I''AR
SUBS TI fiIIING Mfi,ITJIRY/8EEIIN1C'1I TOR POI,I'

ffij**fiff$**ngrg;*t+*u,**.**
But you aoott ilt"-to ttu" ry wora f,gr Lt'Rerea rl uhat thoJ'trrot'-'

In theix conrnents on the !""9"1 sentence, thdy openly and'

u =prr "iirv 
- 

sutat itoie 
- 

"ii!t 3"u-1 99*F "*,,1 ?fyt**:H+ ffi #',-:ffi''iii*iliiti"ar, read+hes of kev $ords' r(
ii -t["-rnc resolut ion'

lthe E$JC resolutl-on cororltnent to defence of Argent i'aa rrras - it

:t';5i$ e:11 ::t'#ntiffit{rs:ff Y': : "tt' 
"'f ' jft i1s iffi i
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shlft to defence of .Lr5cnttna'ln e wanc ctil,} restricted. to the
Falkrands issull ii"t-Es ? t9 Justify the atteqrt t9- make a '!eqS?ged:
til;-rd;n tneGriootlng startecl, .the comrades_g1ve the politlcaL t-erns
in the resolut;;;";-it"a1y nititerry-tgehnlglfneangrg.* Instead of :

iiitr'ii"i;Lls';;il-o,it wa:ri' in terG of po_lttlcaL sgals and objectlves'
I]" th-e flrsf, defini-ng clause about the substance of the dlspute
iiai""tes, they gave-it a Hi-.t--'.biery-technlcaL d'eftnitlon. AJ.l-out war
t,-"cane XyZ quairtlty of niJ-itary action, not a poJ.5-tical. escaLation
r.,."""a tfre issue of the 3a1ki.::r.'is. [hus they swlteheil to a defl-:altion
i11" ierns of nil-itary inoldgnts wi'tEln a nar und.oubtedly stiJ-I
Gestrtcted to the Sa]-k].aJlds iscluetr. i

}II{O DEFINED TIIINGS SO IIIIIT SE SEVER '|XEFEND ARGENTINAN?

Tt was in the ].ldxt of an assessnent bV aIL of us - Ealority and
iinority - that the probabi3-ity of lt was n11, that we-wrote the
conr:enti and deflrultions about trfull-scale warrr on l-ssuee
nno Longer resfri.cted, to the 3alkland.srr. Jrrst,befbre May 9 the :'':

conrades changed. their nj-nds about 'its probabllity. Afterwards they i

ilenounceil us for cynica]-Ly plgdsing to d.eferxl Argentlna when - ]i.ke ,

thenselves - TrB did lot expect it to be attacked.. llhls was after they
na6 cfranged. sLd.es and wanted. to tt,tlefend. irgentinart iJx a,Ilnited. -:--
confllct stil l poJ-itlca3-]-y and nl-Litarlly [restricted to the
Fa].k]-ands issuerr.

[hey say indtgnantly that we have 'tdefinotl national ]-iberatloa
and warrt f:r such e way that we wlIL trnever be ca).Ied on to"defend. '

Argentinail..That, wlth the stray enoti-on rencnreil.rand translated Lnto'
a plain stateaent r Bearrs what? .,

1tIhere,cor':rades,d'1d'p.ed.efineth1rrgssoagtoru.].eout'errer
havlng to defencl Argentlna*"In the TITJC resolutionl We stuck tg the
political Loglc and consequences of the jolat asgesenenti you dldnlt.
?ou voted foi tt, ancl indeed one of, you wrote tt. You voted for it
after an open dj.spute (see be3.orr) had left you no poosibi}ity of
not lntowlng how the prcsent nej ority spokesnen saw it. Tc,''::r
i:rd.ignant dry against. deflri.tions th.at rule out defence of Arg<r.rrtina
ls a'*ry agalnst the Trr,C resolutiorl.'

Sr.lre enoug[tr You say explicitl-y that it is Lnadequate:
rrsuch a stage rrag never adeqr:ate3-y defined at. the tIIr0 neetlng[..
1hls is a tacit adnission that you flnd it lnposslble to square
'bhe resolution entirely wlth yotlr etrrent posi-tion, d.espite that
half-sentence. You are the ones that have shlfted., not us.

nNever be caL].ed upon to defend llrgentlnarr? That would never
do when so unny tTrot.s!ryistsr ln the world a,re sq erlthusiastieal.ly
rrd,efending Argentiaatt..But not-to lrorry. If we find that sul' worked.-
out ltar*iEt anltysis cuts us off fron this uoqk of defending .. . r \
Ird"ir{tna, why, ire can cha4ge our definition (sorry, t'developn it).

/indl.fsorepartoftheorgf[Iisationsays:hoLdon,yor1rre
not derrelopi.ag anytfrlngr you are jettisoning'our posillon- under 

^presdrure o? eVents, you-nrrst coae to the S0.and Jugtify-t[i" - why
ff1'"n w" can take nafl a sentence and ttd'eveloptt tha!, and. denounce
i[os. who renain faithful to the whole resolution fir reneg:ing,
d.eceit, and duPlicltY"

IIIE IILC CONFEXENCE DISCUSSION

$r'e acc.ount tn the tendency do_cunent'of the discusslons at. the tlne
if''tfr; mLC conferenbe onits the nost lnterestt4S.event"- glrd !Egq"
nost retevarrt to the dlspute about the interpretation of ttte TIIJC .

docrrnent.

resolutionr 'a;n*i-divfsfon developed Ln the WsL delegation un tJre
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.rnterpref,e,*ii:an of tlr.e 'esor-utlon whr-eh vr_e were eollectively :spornr"or-dng. l'hi, vrtrs the draft (wriiten_by cr.rn,lffe, on thebasis of an earlier draft !y rrri".ii;. ort"r-.-iih:-.rr.rr.rydiscussion at the [rr,c "o"r6r."n.ei "1[i.tr*]!r n3sE"a'ty trr"votes of the lrsr and. thermr-;Hii"i";i;_Rl*,-and the tron after& couple of sentences had be-en;;;;;dgea l as far as r could.see the changes, worked. ouj-[1, Kffi;fiorrq agreed. Jno,e all thewsr cor:rades bef-ore golng pa"i. !-9Jil-conferenee, ano,nted tono perceptible changS".in"the poritillr-neanr.r,g.
odr de]-egation d.ecid:d. yr.rrinously to cast fire rfsr votefor this resorution after I aispg{e-;;-;h?t_lt neant whloh inilr -irf; ffii%b,'FIiuffiflgr:t":li"*"i# rxs*-sutL j#lr,to the present-ntnorlty.=_ - vE*v'* '

t/hat was orr.disagreenent about? rn the course of theconference d'iscussj-on on the- textl-*-it'becane crear that theattitr,ldes and assessnents of Kinn6IIr-Traven and..uyself, whichwe believed tc be expresp_ed-fi-td;-Ai."ii oocunent, ,were
r.maoeeptable to nost-of the g-o""e"u-pieserrt f"Li,lairrg gofu.,Jonesr and cunliffe" (The najor.ex""ptior, *r" FrancJ,, representinsa ninori-ty vier;' 'fr btl- oreanj.gatronr'tt ;- IdRi.*ffi"it" othersexcept the Danes (and the furklsh 

"ofo'aaes, wfro aUut:fi"di'"ilr:-aeventua11yvote.agaj":rstthereso1ution._".:r-
irle had to recess the conference to a].].ow the tf$t ilelega_tion to discuss-. .the dirrislon that had. opened. Ln or* ranks.unfortunqtgly no nrinutes were taken, rn tf,et oi"i""Jt" trr" i,itialbiaq. of- Snith' Jones and Cr.rnlipfe was to jettison-ciisraerations

about the issue (thg Farklands).and eonirete assessnents of thewar ) and to cone ,out tfor Argentina #;iili-d;;;i;iisn,.
Much of the discussion centred on the attitude tc theI'alklanders and. to sinlrar groupg dotted aro,.lt 

-thJ-iorrd. 
[herewas di-scussion on whether suppolt for the rigfuts or ]ihe

Falklarders could be separated fron explleit"or_ fnpricit supportfor the Sritish governnentts way of .rs6er:ring trr"ri-"iguts;-t;;'
argued ttlat lt could), and. on the other sicle-of the "**" question:whether we shoulil hold to and. proelain rlghts-iit"--tf,ose of thetr'alkranders eveq whlle Qppof_ing lhatoher.td war ancL seeing no -

imeiliate'wey..of enforgi"g thep- (other than a p6ritiJ"r-T,""is_fornation of the Argentine worki-ng_crass, and trre-conquest ofpoqgr by that cl-ass)"- I* ottrer woids: srr6ura we;-"""" j:r or:rdefinltion of the rjgh_ts and ^wrongs gf an issue, e""" in o.,,ri ownprogranne, bow our head.s to f-orce aniL powgr tn irre worrar-uia-"--
efpunge. our own assessnents ?Pd^pl_o8ramnatic onsld.erations aborrt
!1q^:+glt"*gf a snaLr connrxrity?-should we shape our-progranmeaccor<ling to oux own powerlessness now?

- 'i{e rejected that approach, _and argued. that we shouldpr5reJ-ain- gun _own prograr,rne and. i'e1y on the future pow-"r of apo$tica11y 91e_ar working- class to aehieve it. [haf -fonr"r 
woulcL

be herped i:rto lg,iog by !Fq.p{oar}rmr!_r and educated. [y ii, b"t-
weakened. by phlli-stlne attltudes to the Fa1kland.ers.

I ,!!ought tt rras a ve{X. inpor!,a,nt d,iscussion, in whichthe politlcal agreenent on-the sC had nad.e blg striaes torwarA"
But ny inpressio_n then, and ny opinlon now, is that wlthout ilieparticipqtign of .Traveq in that d.lscu.esion the gap wor.rad. not have
been bridgedr &d the dtvision that euerged later-would. have
:energed then.

Neverthel-ess lt was bridged. (or seened. to be), and wlth
tlr" support of the Danes we natte the resorutlon Trie poli-cy at
the subsequent eonference sesslorrr',

It is jn the light of these facts that the charaeter of ttr.e
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f€solret5-.n .:r,i;g}'tr bo.€oe::r. Jt tirng ri()t.'ae-erra1 ]-y or thoughtlessl'y
a;;;d,-It was not pass*o wiLt-out tli':: present n:ajority/ninority 

,

il;iii;;s naki:rg arr appge,:'-;n.ee a-r:.rd t'euoning irnomr, ernC. not r'rithout
di..-eiu=*r-, ojoE"i!q b"t-rar6- fcx'lr.q,1$- (tentat:-_'el]t) a version of
the5r precent'ioiiti.l, ""1 dhcn trithC.rairrirg then.*

In a resolurtion +;hat took pogs:lb.Le 
-'1-a1 

for g:rantedr Qs the
basis o3 itr approach, an* t'hlch was d.rafted. wtren the irar fieet
$as on its wo.yl* thu comades vote'J. for sel-fde'i;erriination and.

Ai!"iTr"6-t"o"oi," o"!.gf tire Falklancls. And. this d-espite the fact
{n}t, an Argpnt-jne withtl.rawal forced bT the nere ttrre-at of the
n"iii"t, fleet would have 'been the nost r-esor:nd.ing of vict'cirtes for
ih;{;h;"o Su-ch consiclera'u:Lotis were not ther, it seem.sr- the.rc}y.

"i"ot of worid politics that they were to beeone for the ninori{;y.
iiorn lt is possiLrle to argue that such consldlerations are sudden1-y
i:"i".a to the first rank by the fact that shooting startsr I do not
know. :

It jLS perfectiy p.!-ain, i-n the _Tsselu.tio! taken as a whol-e,
that thc coniiibment to Ae'geltine definsisn r.mder ci:.anged c-ondltiong
was a1 at"benpt to aecornmoda-be the coirrades who wotild. have been
?rapnj.cr wi-uh-a st=e,i-ght pro-Az'gentl.tre position. tJas thfs an
,i[6iln".i.r,l-ed. blurrtu$ of-th.e i.ssu.ei,,? Nbr it wa.s not, beeause the
de?initioa of til:en, in What cjlt:urstaaeesr s€ would conslder
deferree of rirgenti:ra to be the issue was perfectly weIL defined in
the resolution.

The corsaitoents tretre spelI.ecl out in a perfeet]y clear and
adequa*;e way', a;rd. the or.rly treeerYationt (cynical or otherwise) that
the -'pr*sent- 

r:.rc.j ority cpolcesnen had was that we eonsirlered. lt utterly
innr6bable that rt wo'-ttl'beccae fra f'a"ll-scale warrr r oo ]-on€er
tti-estricted to tbe I'alklanos i-ssuerr. And' we said sor

The resolution coratlts us to rd.efence of rlrgentlnat in a
different war, clearl.y C.::-st jfig-rrisitcd in the text fron the rrpresent
COnf-.1-icrtt, it uaS expreCsed. tO aCcor"rnOdate aS nan-y cOrnrad.es-aS
nossib.tco'irl beras of the ihig*.t5, renote) possibiifty that the Fa].k-
iands wer siro'u,*i-,l develc;:. i*i,r"r arr inperj;rlist' wer to subj,.gate
l\rgenti.aa, :Iir.e analysis 9{ the issues he1.d in comrcn by t}:.e entlre
WSi f-,-:,0 d.el.egirt:r-cn ana tlre eaotional ar:rti-inporjal-isr.r of sone
g66.aa.r1es ?r€rr.11h:rs rec(xrcireC. ra_ticlall].y i.n t-he resoluti.on b3' an
agreetr:e;r.t th.ar-' we iro,J-,i. hc for -,he defen-eer of Argenttna inthe event
oE an attack on j-t going boyonC tite f'a'lii-': anclrr issua,

guch an ata,arir wor:Jd, 9f corrrse, ancxrnt to a radieal reversal,
of the ;:otteil cf nodern irp6ria.,!-isn. I.f this happene,J. (it atanrt arrcl

it wonl1j), 'i,hen the ar.ac?:.ronisti.c eoncerns of bhe tert'book Trotsky-
i"o of sii.e of our o'rn ecnrad.e+ (aor TitC corradee), based. on the
ofa cclor::la1-tnper:Lali-et .r'eiat'j-o:lsr.would aPPl3rr and we aI1, of

"orrrs", 
woul-il be *rgentj.ne defenclsts '

We failed to a.':trcipate 'that soae coirrades wou]-d not be able
tc wait u.ntlL A.rgen1,aii.a-, calle u4$er attack, qnd. ui3!i1 the J-ssue

"eau"d 
to be restiicted to the Ialklarrrls, before tbey rushed to

-ti

n lltrere exis{;s a very pCrt.lnent a:rtiele by lrenj-n on the issues
nen'bioned abcl:;'e - cn tlie peiccht:-i-ogieai inpaet on revolutionariee of
tfre trutatis:i",';.fl poirer of ieperialisn utich tranples_enerythi-ng in the
mqd.. It I.e,1 iloisllevike rike 3ukhar1n and Piatakcv, deeply.d.epressed
fn Woi: A. l-r.a.r 'i , to say lt was irrelevant l:r such a world, to tal-k
atoot deuocratic rlgbts any more. llhose comades who d.isniss the
f'"if.fa"Oers so lightly - ttthe poprrlation of tbree streets j.t
isfbgtont' - sfroulA r6qd len1-nls-conaents (tA Cartcature of ltarxlerm
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clefen4 lfpi.Jrt{.1"ro r nrrri r.r--+ t hoy rv ou'l-d be able to use thls way of
t:.'vriur to re criiri.ir'.r-ii tJre poslti.on6 to c1a i.!3 contirulty antl ]'egltlEacy
foi. tlie very poJ-itic6 reiected by the resolutlon - the po].5.tics heL[
76 at the c6n?erence by thooe whb rightl.y arrct proper\r votetl against
the resbl-ution that becane lIlC policy

lhe resolution was perfectly pr inclplecl , tbough i.s it turnetl
out. not arle quate to hold the WST,, to a class J-ine a.nd to naintaln
r-iiv on the questj-on with the ninority. If tho present ni''crrity
Jorlriiraes felt-they aould agree to the-procedr:res because they then

"i"ectea it worr1d- not cone to wa,r, aptl. that [bat cher wou.]d r i,' a.

;i;ai;;"-;1;i;;t by nerery jj1tinidatturs eartleri into withdrawlns, that
ii-ifrEi"-UG:aesi. trrey stioura not attribute their otr11 nethode to uo,
ho$6ver.

I donrt lsrow how convlf,Icecl the p:esent n-i'no.rity,.corades wer e

'.'r^o'' *ilaw wotetl for ihe resolutlon. 11 1s plain t'hat they were not
Hii";;irfi;;e.-Th"tr"veitea after five freoks to the politics thev
ifitla"i|' 

"-aJpi 

-t.ioi." the T11c xecesB gegllns. Ihelr contradlction
#i;"G iiat-ifr6v-rr".6-no{ y"t Se.ttisorr"+ the a$a}ysls fron whl-cb we
'ii,ltii ir",i t"i1i"i. arra tr-eentine defeg.tist conclusions, though

+ffi;'n";-i"ftii;;;1-the c6nclusions that thev votedr for'
llhls account shou3.d _ 

explain to coma.tles why.we have to pore

oo"" ti'i-i"ili"g -;f;-teit-p6sJJa,nanino,sly by- the EC oorrades

IS TIIEXE i,NT ?OSSIB]JE '}trNCRITY' NEIDING OF UIE SDNTENCE?

Thereisnopossib].ewayj.n.whichthefanoussentencecarrreasonabS.y
i"-"o"ui"".a'ror iile Ci'o'itv - 19!-lY loslc or harf-logic' not

fra."aiica[yr nor even ungrarsati-carry'
fctakeitjniso].ati.onfronthewho].eresolutlonisutter

::t? :*:: ; 

"$: 
-- *" r*; gf: *i3":;q:*.;iii" ;" 45!',ii$ f:;"#"

niaority is.if it staias Llone and u:rqua,Iified. ( the tendency knorv it
very well: o"" *"liiiiJi-d;di; tue pr6'oren ln thriir clocunent nakes it
BerfectlY Plai-rr l '

For the eentencer.taEen 1n conplete lsolationt 19 Puo the nea'n-

turg the nfnority.iivJs'to lt'- 
- the wortl rnev6rth'elessr woul-tl

,'. H3";*s"ftu*:;tl?ti;lryi;l-iti*$:::'?ffi" "iJHffi ""i::ffi:liE:l.ti:=^
l_ess ift the. evem-6i I-t.,r:--u"ale -war between Rritaln and i,rsentlla we

uould be .meq,,ivocXi'{ !"'-titi-q:l:l:" ;t A'rssntixat'' Can that word

be said to te rnpifea-? So' o'rteg-oricaifi no:-ln fact tLre reet of the

sentence clearly';;i;; ii'o;I'-Et" set't'"nce tarks of the tpresentr

Iliiii-i"t, the elie i-ni-t"itr""hipu "' -:u:fitl*f,tli"'*T3"3 i"ttiSt t?*
I#'{ii"i6a-to ir'u Falkra:rds: the pEs.--
-.o"u ottt"" c carfl-ict '

It ls not a natter ' 
as It i€ b ej:rs nisrepre sented 

' 
for the

;:qri:ru:,,ri; :ilt#fr it'"i +i ili;'":i"?ilt;ix|*!ll {#s;"iffil:i:*"u
refergtortratcneii;';it;fii;or"tl"ia"teGaltleri)'Theresorution
takes war tor erlitEa*oi-rdi-t""9-l+"; and tliscusses slosans for

worklng-c1a""a,"Tioi* t El eI 
-br""r 

Tq) ;3" 
-*' 

"*?"NS.; h" +"l:- i:::
*[#U:;l j":ntl:l-i;-lX*"';?3i*ir"f"""ilil';;ii-r;";,ittT',;rr
stop lt.
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What if we agree to take the sub-ol.ause jJI the fanous senteuce
a separate sentence, not ilependent for its

pretend lt is
meanilg
not affected by thethe sentence? You still have to

on tbe rest of
661irlg .of the rest of the resolutl.on, anil not even by the I seatence t

m

conLitl€; i.nnecliate1y bef,ore 1 e. 1n the actual res o]-ution the raal nt
)

(r..
clsuse of the sarue sentence Even thea lt doesnlt wek: the immedt-

,

late1y pre
and tle fine

cedi:rg sent
1t po1lt

ence would. stil-l_ taLk of the ilpresentt' confllot
cruci.al t sentence t

1n te:ms of t&e tra] kr arrils issue. The

stil1 refer to a
ubord, iaate clause l:e tho actual text) would

lfaf .

,

Perhaps^th9 wo$ ,presentn should no_t be there, and iE only there
39 p r?Full of sloppinees?.Not- so. Quite plai",Ly ifrJ **A--preelniii---linhe tbe fo'nous eentence to the poirtrcai aeseisnenis in-trr" rest oftbe resolution.

0n1y by rewrit ing the sent:nce to s-onethlng llke: *rbspite thefact that the confrlct-is-restrl.tea to tire-r'aiidani6-iuuG, in theevent of furl-scaIe war betreen rritarn ,"d-/Eg""tila-illiouragupport +Igentinan, cqn we gat tbe nj:rorttyr6-1.;"d*d; tiJ irave tolsolate the sentence tuon tle uhore n""oi"tio"l'il"i3i""iirt subordinateclause fron tho sentence, and then re-write t#;;fi;;;"-"I trrrt trr"gubordinate crause lmparis the sense tuat iue-oodd;;;;; to giveIt to the rest of the-sentence.
Even then the fanjuB sentence thus rewrltten. woul_d hang ln apollticaI void: there is no reason rn-irre reEt oi-tiiE-ii*ilLu to whyrrfur-r-sc?1e warn (1op.recisely aei:aea) -"g-da r"ia ui-to-Jt"i* qr.r thepolltical considerations in f,he rest 6r trre ,Ju6l"ii";: iilIre *ouratherefore be thle Eass tve contra.diction: wh e the rest of the reeoru-

t*sr,Hi":m:tf;3 f;sry:t!"r*t; **,65itki_r*t{":;i[d,*i3';l"m;l#*
gfri" 

$:"* " 
:ie"i: : "ffi "tHiliffi''X?r"t;' ali:{*ii*$Xiu 

*tn" *iirqo"

nethod,

:l r* ltli:x:Ej EEiliidt!":itfl.",illsk*Hig: "I3rl, 
"?1"3*5;i*ffl .*?t-t_enpt?_ to take the sentence in tsolation--+ii.-6'i'ei#aqfi,.l" of theirtaklng the nrJr itary events in lsot-atlon,

rn this way we noula arrive at a conerusion that we j,st cras'if,ythe ttlsputants accordi1u-Io_ll9"rpf " ^( 
inperiariui-.,ii'1'oi]r*ierra,st ranl read off which eLre-to euppoit riJn tirat. nrat is--[il.;;;;i*'"",position the comadee d.id arriie at ione-ii.uE i'i;J"-irr,]il t** o,cllrection on ltlay 9. But such a netiro<t-a1a 17Jt ;i-;;tuE"it Hot""ar"t"the entire aroroacr of the rest of tbe resorirtron. r-ipw6-aiipt thatnethod, t+e.i'h+ tusinesi did-tfi Tfriconference have with theconsiderations the resolutlon aeats wriu., at-; {i;€-t;"-i# rr.perlar_lst war rl-eet was on $g way_ to trre souti ltr"r,irli i'ii"ii" "'jL t*"eldes, ancl are oblLSett to tiJce sides. autouatf."iiJ."i"liAiig to thelaber-s r.nperial.lst and non-inperlaliit, tt"" "e-"ul"ii-illiJ'aorr. "ofron ttay 1"

llhen Snlth a^nr[ othere exp-eoted that the war fleet would*"t*laglg Galtierl, ancl there-fore that it r{es a[-riir.t"i& tu".to vote fcr_ the politlcs 
-of_ the preeent ngjorrty-w--:itri*itot

leprelepg:.llg : ? grooe fallure to eee anA'pertSin t["ii:*i"ir_
.inpgri?+gt q_uty? rf.what s++th and others ane a;tu;E-i-o**iJ .o"ohaJ-f rlgbt, then certai:rLy it was.

THE METHOD Otr' A 'MINORIIT' 8E.O.DING

if we neant the ninorittr {terpretatlon of_ the Trr, c resolution, tbenwaat ne i[ wou}l we haie forl'oweai we- w-oura have corr.slruc ted anesolutlon wlth a whol-e page of po3-iticai conJrrie"";i;;;;; r,()r^<:eL.i,o?
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(,incl-uding an anarysLs. of the-politi-cs. of-lr'hieh a war uo*rd. be the' rrccnl,inua Lion" ) - and. Lrrserteil- a far.L-!?*k srn;.""; to al-Icw usr toditch 
*}.th?t-when rh;;h;iio; i;llri*:.:.y started... :

[]rj's wsuld' be the metirod. of t-he riqht arrl eent::e j.n the oLdsecond r-r.rlernational.. and of air. scrts-;I;;;Iiii,.:..,a other..s 
'n 

thel,abo,s racveuent now'e:.'"-ho eo arong-$;;;.*iy"i;*ttij,,"rir*n* potitieariyhavd' to mouth, aud [ave oile Jut iir.pori[ils 'i*t"b.l"ie 
rir.e a^c othersfor wartiltre.

, .Of icourse,.the gup-Jectiye |mpulses of tlrg comra.d.es, theirsympathies, thei.r relationsrrlp to'our-or^l.-",lains"H.l*u i ,,re those ofrevoltr'-hj-onaries, eE*- have nglLrng in conmon wltfi the refornists and.pacifists. thej: method l-s_iden'tfcaI, trowe-l'er. fU"-irr*, too war isrro b tlie coni;inuation_ of politics . It'blarrks o"t- i1t:pr"rious politicalconsideratioas - a,t reasi-t'rrr""-ii i" [Ltrruen' ttrepresentatrvesrr ofwhat tne corcraiLeo cr;u.etrue (prepos["ro,rs:-y) as i*{-o-iurpu, or(urbelie,vabl.X) as two 
"iueu carupsc

It is .s.lr?]-y" now plaj-n and. clear to an;, reasbning comacte thatto reicr:i*e tbe..faraous sentencer or to. jrterpi,et-i[ 
"u ir it urrooih reso relrit'ten, is nc't rerro"be-1-y jtr-ttif,:ied., fi'$re*uppf,.rus.'A,,J-evel of

puddt]gd t'hi.:iliJ-ns, onil . sicpplf;s,e in langua[e,, tuat:.ii. t" *bt-""a*oiauleto attrilcu:le to-Cu-nl-iffe, or to t'be reit of,,us.. who reail.i disculo"uar-
vetteti ard r,'r;t;ed. cntwo dra.fbs of a Eesoiu'|ii-.il'bo arrive at the fina-ltext" rlie mean.* 'to se.,-v uliat th.---e :'esclu'Lio.') sa,'sr'Th"tB=ese"t;i";;itt
- with trha_l;ev.=r reserYarriioris - meant tg-t*y *Ir?t the iesolution s&.Jfsr
We ne:ant the su:ir-cl-ause to refer to a di.ffE;rent warr to a,nt.:-uprotairLe
contingerlc,LZr

E"rcryone at the meeting - whether they supported'the resolution
or opposed it - would have'been amazecl to be tofA that the clar.l,se
about-ttf,,.,J1-scale tlartt was the h:'r.dden core of the resolutioal th.
seed of an enlirg ngT_pog1ti9n which wogla need--onrt-ih;-s[eriaile of
bf-ood Ln, the'South Atlantic to blosson fb1th, politlcally devo,rlng
the rest of the resol.uti-on as it d.evelopeit .,:
fHX SEN$ENCE : CONCT,USION

But tle bqs!.is ye! tq.ggmei 3or where _ttld, the aAl-effacing sentence
oome'fron? It was draftbd. Fy ca Cr.rnliffe oh the suggestion-of ed
llranco of the I,OR.

Cd. Sraneo had been marrd.ated by h5.s organisation to propose a
p:ro-Argentj-ne Po:silion at. the Ti1,C conference. He hi.mself- a.gieed.
esser:-tia.L15' L;a'51r: the .preseni; WSI najirrity: I1" suggested. .that cne uay

, of'ci.arif3'it1g, tiia poej-ti-ion, and. re]ating ibo the eoncerns of the Dro-
A-cgentrno cc,n:codtrcr 'ras 'r.;o i-mp3-J.citiy.claesif3r pcssible BrltLsh/:
Arilentin(i lry::.rs j,-:'Uo the one go:iig oil (as anal.;rsed in the bu1li o't tte
,l'i.IC reso-l-ution and j.n I(innellts originat reso.Lu'ciou)r arrd. ln cont,rast
the eort of war that go::re coufa,fes (basing thenselves-on nthe bookstt
arura tite' movementrs.poLicies for China ln 1977, etc.) teriAea .to see it

In that way we'cou1d relate rationally to the Jlmtat.s tttrlalklancle
adventr.ucett and to rrthe present conflictrt, trresttr":1.eted to the 3alk1ancls
iosuetr, and contrast it to another sort of confliet for which the
concluiions of the Trotskyists on China ln 1937 woulcL be approprlate.
i .r (I was ,absent fsr the.ftrst sessionr'whidr d.iecussed, the draft
by Kirrnell. My accor.mt is based. on what Kinnell and Cunliffe tel.l me.
Cuntifsee confirm,s that the proposal- for lhe sentence came from
Frahco. Iie canngt r,emember how the suggestion w?s.notlvatect).

**,lt '{t^)&.its. *.*tl(
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Desnlte thoir .lz,otenees that it is otherwi-se, the eomracles qqe

weLt- ";;;-;i 
iii;i" &itttcJ.irrrq-'"er ttre resolution, anil even oa thelr

llfiiSii&-"Jit"n ". qg pag_e 5 of ttre tend.ency clocunent ]F"v.quote the
sentenco accrrrately, but t4e+- b3-antlly go on to talk of the two
IL"""" a" "sentent6g" , ard the' sentence_ ?g a_ "pa{?gaphl . . They;;ffiTit"G tue- joose plirase rlover the Falkrand.si' (ln qitotatlon:uarks)
Ioi ttie sharper one l.n the resolutl-on: rrrestricted to the Falk:l,ands
iisue.tr [htrs they nake their own [revo]-utlon in the resolutlonil.

In its owlt tray this is an admission - perhaps an unconsclous
adnission - by the conrades tha! 3.ogie ancl the g'ammatLo (not to
Jpeak of the p.o3-ttical) sense of the .resolution are firnJ.y on our
side and not theirs.

lIo accept the mLnorityr s iaterpretatlon' ls reaeonable r Xou
have to suspend the laws of grdmar, and belleve that the subord.lnate
cl-ause I.s meant to carry the d.eci-sive and a].J.-qual-ifyilg neanl.ng of
thg sentence. You have to turn upsid,e d.ora the normaL l,Iarxist
r,mderstandlng of the relation between nllitary affairs and politlcs.
You have to beLieve that a phrase uhteh on its @ eorrld reter to a
trere nLJ.ltary escaLatLon ls nore lnportant- f,ilanrTEe political
ilefinltj.on. And you have to bel-ieve-that the llnited.-war that took
p].ace.{or_ the Falklanls arld. aror:nd. the Salk1ands r{as an all-out war,
an tattackt otl Argentl-na. pr{3' ?
ffiAD IIIE 8tsS[ OF lgE IIESCILUTION T

:

nook at the whoLe IILC resolutton a.nd. this ls perfectS-y pIaln.
I,Ie did anlieipate EBE.
Ir,rta.7r ttl'Ie ca].L for the iruoediate reca]-l of the Britlsh

battle fl0et; &nd. canpaign agalnst,any nilitary action or war. over
the Tal-klandsr rvhleh can only be deslgned to preserve a relic of
empire and shore gp the prestige of Britlsh lryreriaIlsu. AnIr sueh,
war could have only reactionary consequenees in the foru of,- Ioss of
llfe and q._ chauvinlstlc fervotr in both the Argentirre and Brltish
workS.ng cl.&sgegrr '

llhe flrst sentence expresses the coumon grounil of our eormon
ctefeatlsm towarcls Britajn, Nobody has moved from lt. and the DaDer
has expressed it ia: a versj.on of-Karl lriebknechtrs and. Rosa
luxenbr:rgts slogan: Ihe en€uy is at hore.

Ihe seoond sentenee plalnly envisages war - even war as
dlstlnct from &ere skirmlshes ("n5-Litary aetioail). It 6
neverthelese aquates the chauvinist feivour of both the Arsentine
ard British worklng dlasses in sueh a lralrr there is not the-sliehtest
hint that such a .war worrlcl be a great s3rmbolle c],ash of irry'er$iisn
and aati-imperial-lsn.

?ara 4: tln tak{rg ils 1ct_ionr-the junta has aeted not against
inperiallsm, but ia a pop-trl.lst ploy designed to divert and. uni{e the
Ar&entj-ne nassee, behlnd the GeneraLsr own repressive rulerr. I{o htat
there of the rnaglc processes that would soon transforn this into'
serlous anti-iuperlalism - and indeed lttto a struggle on a hlgher
level- (the lntezzrational confrontatiou of t]efasg earpstt) than-the
working cLass novement that the junta ained. to divert.

However Tre assessed, the probalgii-itq of serious wax, the
resolutJ-on epeI-ls out orrr.pollcy and Olu. assessmeut {gE -Ue glgr-_rlsr1-
LW, of 1I&r r

para. 5: u... the Argentine ctlctatorg have traupled. upon th9
rights of the Falklarrtl inhabltanlF r wfo. tn thenselves_ oppress a4d
thieaten no-one and shoulct @. the rieh't to clec*d'e tLerT gwn
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rh1" areuffiat ls L*e tlartiertr q .itn::"t*t"ffi,31Pffi"rit?r
ffi',#-#il"ifftfl,Fffi Hffiq {,ii"&;.ffi 
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uuuffi **t**+$,ttfi #maH**fr *"su
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rt ie slnpS'y ;;; 

-ti* tmt in"-grlc ttooumnt farLecl to ailequaterv

a e r ine' r rt+l; siqrl$ 
.' :" ffii,tffi i iii:";ii;t ;;; tr vou "tP lErlB :*"
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Ihere fore the y@kllg'clase anat Uarxllts ognnot rnFlre an!.pd,epentteot. J ugsrent -. e Ir, -ae' 
l-., 

-tn-e- 
rrlc- reloiiir6il-wE-a o,theh we nust abandon 1t a.ait adopt thJiteti.nfiioae-oi-i-6ilii""r.

Pg!.-qP.}trIORITY NgrirY UNWI IO.PXtsSBRVE TliE STAIE APPARATUS OPARGBNIII{A? 
_. _-_"--]..- 

-: -.-." .lJIllru:llyr

One of the most :raitlcar (tepartures the- mlnorlty has .matte f,rom theT=.LC resolutron ancl rron-i-IiaiiJoiiit-g{_ylg!r, and one of the mostamazlng and rndefensrble, -$-rrr-tf,Iii attlt*de' to the Argenttne state.The TIf,C resolutlon adyocates that A-rgentlne workers shouliltake. advantase of tne uaroi6.,:"Eittii
we 

. 
srriii teJl-rij""i--t[i.i. -6,,.pliJ,T=[03]".,iH*;"ll:"eff#ifi,",

rrthe defeat oi

;IT"ffi #:$i, il{tli:;fl , I'#i_:*3.ili':ltS{iiufl,rr. "}3ii. ;,;,
I'*:'il:f :lii, ;il';l$*li:';;1ff *-. id,ffi }ix-di!:'::: 

-
',f,hehr fu the coulse .r ,rr.,,r^l'^_^

: [:IE " ;i,ii"fj;ii: :8xi: :, 3[ iit['if; 
" 

"5 i* : ]":ti"I,"T ilf, :i'g;lit r, ln",
The TiLC resol

H[, .*,}'i]=I*itr;i[i:,i.';*fl'ff itiff H"i:Iffi#:i}::n:i, tsi J::,
, , lhey adnlt tha.

truff#*$nmftuuumii*;l*ffi
fi n:;ld:"*;rrl#t :i:$#i.Iffi g l*i*i "iitr*i5#,ffi .

_.__* 
(Y". *! youla. ?he approacn or-ii.-

iEr,liiri;;Hi;gidf :Lt1"i"i{i;,l"i}:.i;i.*il_r*ii}i3is,
&rt what an aaal

mirffi trli$fifigffiffitrlHff ]mq*ffi ;,,.
. _ The Argentlne nllltary caste 1s the1ts ageney of reoressio"li"i-I.II*li, "1'-'-1"9.p or the bourgeolsle.

*s"rrff lu*:fi E"etii;'mtrr*{:i'qfti*it$.,r$:fr]llik-
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Iltles thlswa face a conmon lnperlallst eneoy. In practieal
Ieadts them to becone ohamplons of the Argen tlne Iltaryt

When theY sober uP they vlll abandon thls non
have not sobere t. Btght now (begtnn

That ls not what they want; or-what thev lntendr !f.{!t1!-tney.wrlf-iliot-to when thei-ioUer ripe It 1s wheie thelr polttlcal
concluslons have led theo for nolr.

It 1s e pure exanple of the consgquonce:.gf pxttf{g mllttary/
t.onnical a"ifnftfofi-ibove po1ftlcal'deflnttlonir- a4d, of aealfns
;;-il;;i; ila ;iluoG:-irre s6m-derlnltlon as npt'belns neutrar
6Eti""n-igrelenl-Lne J[ate powerrt antl Brltlsh lmperlallsor and the
;;;;il ror-ltre iate of the Argentlne Ellttary naohln€ on 1tg
li-iiaitfo" to conquer ana anneie a non-Argentlrre popuLatlonr does

;4fi-ii;;"iit-oi=ciearry ihoilrne up the pollrlcs of .lhe comrades.
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tlhen the Argentlne Junta fallsr aqr$ the Slggqttne labour oove-
o.rit"ildaiii; {nE-ii;iii to-iuncit6n'- that vl1l.be a great iav.for
itrii r,ilIn lnerlcan aid internatlona! worklng_cIass. lIre defeat of
;il fi;G,-t[i-*,i"ii] h:fiii'i;ih-d-ae6aaiJ 61 1{s clqzv advqnture
tn the Falklandsr rrai"Urougtrt thaf,^day uueh nearer..Ttre plty of lt
'-s that the trhole otfu6-oi'ttte-iliff€a}y nactrfne of Argentlnir uae oo'r:

iir#;it;il"t d-;,r"[-i;-t[e uo[tom of the sorth Atrantlcr
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Those eomnadee who f lld thelr nantl- LmperLallsmrt outr.aged bysuch a seatlment have ftvrgotten the ABC, of .clas s poIltl tiE letalone of ,

second clo
regls tel
arolind them.

Trotskylst p
cument, they
evetl half-ac

olltics. And to
have -..for the

Judge fron the:tendency lg
forgotten hon totcurately wtlat ls go14g on ln the polltlcal worltt

m il,il.ForffirffiE-A.BANDoNED sHE rrtc coMMrrl{E*r ro 
'ELF 

DETERMTNATT.N

Ihe attltude of the tll!_y_s9fyffon to the Falkland isLanders is;*3r*i":ti:..F:rtTr*ili;rti*,t j;g;*::ilfi ..tl*$i:ff ryJ""
iiliii " ii"riilliu ;t ;{ilii_tnxl* ft . :Bnl3i: **;;ltrl"; u:,qenocracy ulthout any. re_gard i;;-;;; .-yexrstbe state boundarles.ili.;: that srourdwoi't- [fie-ir-"i"til'ri of' worklng crass rnternatioial

'" J**::tuifl"[o3":H:1t1 (r) states th

I: iffi , :",n; n ;a,;il:I;;ff :gr i 
I;i. ::lH:,iitElq$:.H;ili3i,t*i, "

ririffi iil'ffi #ini':ii'Iliilr:i;r,$li,tii$+ffi Tl,;l-rf .that ls a proper way to deflne t.rhese conslderatlbns._ai"-.il^ilrII.*.:-: uL9 srEuatlon norrr ond 1f
g;5i:i;1,giF'ri:g::llii;fi 

;l",$;"**ft i"*i{iid:ril,ffi",,.
- The Falklanders

rr:ffii*il**## #iffi iff*'tii.i*ir:
,, ,Xiofo3fi"3"#::I"tts - or r,enr,rst -
bourgeolsr.e r.';i;;'"L#"tf,ii"oi,l'*l;3r"*#',i:tlll*l{.1"
pJro"rpr" lrvorved. j' Nunbers have no consequences rir the
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The eomradgs redeflne 

!h"-Trry,doeume-nL;eommltment to the vlewthat the lsranoer;;fffi o"ori"-ilrlii org ruture_6y ,"a"ftulns ser.f_determlnation to mean-;;i{-$a;;";a#r"; lrr;;"1ifio-to not argu5 ron3:iFtE:t:ifiil"iI#i*"t'ii,Gi[iil';$io" ro lt1 B,.€ nor exerelslns
.,. 't ... . .: .

ro", []1fl-tiixr'fr"+3;.lt3t of r,enln. th?-corum,rlst rnlgrn3t]onal, or
pockets &-","nv natroiiairiii:lt3f€ril ur:tii;]$ ffi:ifi3i,flBilr:,,fu*1n many eases itrrt 

"r")-*o"tte*.i [r]rougrr arir"-*"rit. states, seLf-determlnatlon wour-d Gv; 4?,"i;il.i;"canee*-ed out oy sueh anl4terpretatlon pr rt ii-m"anr-nil3iii: ir,"". you are or lndependencer.The Parkranders reportedly- express, thelr- self-determlnatl.on notby wantlng r,ndependg{.-"E_?i}ig[ir"!fini!'r, now ratk 
"*"i[T3f,llofl,,",wantrnslE r"o,ain widtr-nirtaii. il-i"r[- about a prarnt])grftf.X,o\i"erseas popuratlon as ooo-1pngri"ri.[*rr"iJ-pigi*#itt words and toobscure the lssue. rt :--ites riu"rs-auJul tri" ilri"ii"rr polltteaL

ifl:ffi li i:: sl'i. lli*lii;' "if,ffi #E*F.:%:*ri;*#i:d jli', lne
Does It haver or does 1t-not-ir;;v;;'til;-if,p"r[rni iJi*trve rrsht notto be a.nnexed by a fonelgn statei'

tn"rt ll"l*riiniil?t3l"r3t5r;:"6tr$i"ll.nrr.es off the eoasr..of canaaa
srare. woura we.say ir,"[-Ir,".'p*opi*-ii'ir.I3ti3r]iunf;l]""1 ]t;ntr;:ddseLf-determlnatlon onLy lf tfr6y:E"sir" foa"p*na*i"i Wou.ld we descnlbetE"P as [pro-lmperlal-1st" and thererore-io"f;ltil;-gri-.ishtj ii-ir,"ywlsh to remaln-pa-rt of Franee? 0r wouLa w"-noi-.if,pfy say that thelslanders should have tho rlght [o, aeclae whtcrr stfilb i[6y-i,i"rit-[o u"part qf?

The Falklanders are a Brltlsh eommunlty whtch oppresses andexplotts no'.other eommunlty, and whleh 1s irot an-rniinrmen[ rn-suerr
gPPpession. Thg g.ommgplty. +s geographtcally lsotated irom As;ritfnaby tCI.O mlles of the AtLantle oeeane and hai,existed on the isfanAs
3q,.r0r J9o y"g*s L.ong91 !tar. the [rea! !qlk"of the present-popuiatron
of Argenllfa: Why.sho"lq. 1! ngt.control" lts.own destiny, eveir if trrat

There 1s no Mar,:clst, sociallst, internatlonallst, democratlcr .

or antl-lmperiallst reason w[y 1t shou]-d not. The notton that lt'ls
a Brltlsh bommunlty (not pro-Brittsh, not pro-lmpertallst - Bcltlsh) r
and sfuiee Brltaln ls lmperl'allst r,fe are for grindlng every such pocket
Lnto the grorrnit, has nothlng'1n eomoon wittr Mar:rtsm-or ev6n bdurleols

If the Fa!.klanders explolted r.'ar,rother populqtlori, lf the
lslandS were a base agalns.t Argenttna; Lt wotld be"different. As far as
I 'knowl oo-on€ gven allgggs that that is the g-aser 9r llkely to be.
(The, notlon that the Falkl-and isLan0ers arg ntiw oppressors because
viitfrout thelr exi-stenee"the'iunta woul,d not have had to lnvader^ and
tfr"*"fo"e would not have sufiered defeat... that notlon shows what
iili;Ltug-l" iaueLs an{ *campsrr does !o.your br.afurl).

The comnades ntsuso'the polltlcal term rlpro-lmperlallstrt to try to
deflne away the questlon of the flgtds of, the, Falklands as a dlstinet
eommr*nlty I whlcti ls the proper conte!! of a dlscusslpn"on setrf-
aeternfnltton. In faet tfr-ey try to deflne the coumrrnity,,antl'its rights
out of exlstenee except as polttlcal elph91s. _From the poln! of vlew
of tn" TIIC resoLutloirr'uphbLdlng the Falklanderst rlghts, the 

"o63ar1estf-irr"-now shtfteit to the U-e:-tef that the lsl-anderst olly oferatJ.onal

"iirrtlri th;-iierri-to a sae"fir"iaf -roLe 1gr tle. tsymboilei antl-
ilFri;ifst draila the comrades lmaglng to have been gollg on.

I

I
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. The corilrader Ea,, (tr-tt o 'ftnndency 
. documen!) : ]W9 eannot

subordiriate' i;l;-r;;ia'pori[ioir Jrtoiti; --6-[tre Fatkrand sett]"ers,

and slve ttreil'in'$;;"i;tli[ (?).vetor'. (Veto on what? Veto 
:

on ,belng a",i6xJd uy-3 roririn'mirria"y-dictatorshlp- or for that
marter by a forelsn- rourgeoiJ democra-cl'i-y;i; ;g uligs a morsel

on the menu uv-wfiI-crr tne"nrEeqiig-e Jgnta trles to stimu]-ate arid

sarisfy orr"oij,,ilit"'irplIi#;-il-{rr"'trg;ntlne masses?) "To do so" r.
contlnue the comrad.e!;-do.iia ie";r" !fie o:'iss polltics (tt)
il;;I;"ar. 5o iil; F;ifiranai ine-the.-plvot on whLch the worlil
sltuatlon *ov".i-tlhi[ "n-"aoti-u""-tie 

eomraaes talklng about?

The TILC resolutlon rlghtly sald that the Jrxlt? had dealt t.q
," nlow-[6 i*pJri"iisil uy- s;Er"A-the Fa]-kl?ngs; +g*.the comrades have' i""6a-io-fir-rn-i"rs"it of ttrStr'lprmbollctr i4t1-lmperlaLlsm that

*fr"t was 'for their at Easter a freak conf,Itct ls norr of world-
;;fi"ffi fiportan";-- trre axfs of wo-rld-poLltles. And thgy.Fe! '..
;ila"n ina ilita6". In the debates eomrad-e Smtth bap. - 

sa{d. that the'
SenoeiaaL war 1n the tebanon was sparked by the" Falhl-ands:'war. ' i

No doubt the war ln the South AtLantlc was a factor 1n whefr
thetirie].rsIaunchedthe1rW&3oBrrt.theyhgveI.olgbeen..
o*"orrlns lt. More deelslve factors behlnd the.war were the fact
ih;i-iG'Ar;b oif-w"*pon 1s not so potent, wlth the pqesent glgti
that the lraqls have sr:ffered defeati and-that Israel/Eeypt relatlons
have been normaLlsed.

Brlt I haventt rrnderstood whether Snlth was blamlng the
Fallclanders (because they t'provokedr the Jrrnta futo defeat)r or
the WSL maJorltyl for the Lebanon war! There would be a daft loglc
to the first alternative - not even a erazy loglc to the seoond.
We dld everything we'could to hlnder Brltlsh lmpertaltsm.

The mlnorltyts shlft from supportlng self-determlnatlon for
the FalkLanders to.rldLculous accounts of the worl-d sltuationr 1o
whlch'the actuaL lssues ?re totally Lostr-ls the best proof ttat
the: method of Lenln, quoted above and followed by the maJorlty, ls
a better tool than speculatlon on I symbollcl showdor*ns wlth
lmperlal.ism.-We ask: wEat ?Ie &Ilg lspues gf stake, whleh classqg' arq r.ljrqlsre lhe warr B&{. with what o.rrlttieal oE1eetlves; -l
ffi IENII{ ON THE ]MPERIATIST.WAR INREI.EVA}iT IO TIIE FALKI,ANDS WAR?

{ gug,ted Lenln at the beglnnilg of this artlele to set out what
I^Uellgve, to be the proper Marxist method for assesslng *lwarr-
Jt.lolllr of eourser be-obJected that lhls 1s not appll6abfe ii t6eIarkrands war because Lenln referred to Worl-d War i. Brrt.read whathe s?ys. The methods and- Judgments and erlterla he outffnes-*piiiyto aII wars. rt trs the dlffeient answers to the ques{toni-pou6&-'' that estabLlsh fon us ttre difference between 

-on"=war 
and another.

.ff you proceed.fr?T these erlterlar you amlve at an anaLyslsof the conerete sltuatlon, general iategorles ana Afvfrlill--of wars, and the roLe of iertain tlpes or ita[e-rn waiJ:-iF;;"try.to i?"9.o{q q1r +tti.t}dg_tg u.lo*i rron the barb ;h;;oGri,iitron
of . lnperf-al1st,1nd,n-lmperlaFr!, then you gltg, ="rap, aiap;;;;--
T}!hl. thg sort of' crtterla Lenin uses. mE;'beeom"e'1rili;;"it.
Atl- the substanee of an Jndependent elass vlewpolnt is scrapGa.
and the worklng cLass ls to take sldes on the bmAest of brbia-'
dategortes.r. 

;;;; ;; the 'jessence of the dlfference. Nowhere do we take
sldes _apart {T.o, cerla1n crlterla. The apparent rautonattet-tiklng
ofs1des.aW1thaeoLony'w1thaworkers|state'w1tha.deformed
or degenerated workersl state - ls a matter of ihorthand ways. of
saylng that a block of llke erlteria exLst for us. But if r*L .,xirr-r,s
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ourserves to the textbook.rabers, there +s a danger of phaslng outthe. basle erlrerla; -;i-!tir.[il;"l" "unwteray g!?rEieurated br.o6k_eoneepts..
Less b*i*H3't*3}rk":3!tffJi *ri;tt#li"iin, rhar thev are

roenHrIl3;#-:Fi[#-Iorkers'statewe-have**,,t9.,atl'e
eiffii: ii-*evorrr ffi ;i3:lt*fr1ffi:TsipH!;:i ffi"&'[ilit'" of a
assertr.on of rheir rurrrnaii6iiai'iritu l;-; ;;;;s1ry part ofarou$lng them fo-str,liil-.i-iir"[6.iitiqr, and beeause no natlonthat oppresses anotrrbi'o*n i[r"ii-f,6'f*"". rr the ease of adeformed or degenerated tror["r'sr-*[it"r w€ normarly' flnd, ourseLvesvlorentrv rroJtiG-i;-iilg 

"uiil; uirl*oo"acrr but tbrre sldes lndefence or the natlonait,:"al;Bp;;ii""+u, asih;i in: srrengthenlngof lmperlarlsm. rn au-tlr"l_"- caie,s i.re tak-e-sldes not wlth the. qames of thlngs, but wriii-!1.";iloa*ig _. ho-never. t-ed _ forserf-determtnation or to preserv" fii[ion"iilJi"irip"rty, etci andln all eases we take rio"i-"Iqiriitt"iip"rr"Llsmr'-eohcretery agatnsttt feedtng and strengt["ntue"i[r'6ir]*
In"eaeh ease the'answe, !o.the questlons: r,what i.ssues areat stake ln rh_e war, wr,icrrt.l**i"i ;il";;;?;; ;I"*:^1t:3:f .1I9,. ,

p J ri iic-"r:,ju iliEt iii3 " l 
"i" t"rmlnes oo*"#flf ttfi- 1., and'with uhat

By thls^3"!?:d,r .lho:gglcfrlslon j.s r"r, 
-*oior,*trc 

in a ease of,a war between advanced c,frltaiii[-iofi"r!, 1n wrrior,-neltherrs natLonalrlghts are threateneo. we oppose trre settieme;[-;.i-dlsputes bywar ' (1f somrade smlth, wt o-i6,ur; ifi; notlon of reeoneltlatlon be-tween the Brlrlsh and' rngen tiil-pJlirI. "iilIriio;=i;";'i*l;lpl.' :ip;;;;, -*Iri-airil 
il*to" say so).- c"i;tiLtf irlt:f,0il"*ollgl5gt;+eategori-es i.mperlalist and'no-i.*p"iiarfrt ar""ilJi*lngtess. Noneof the lssues- that would matre- us--i;[;' sldes between chlna a,dJspan ln 1937 or between 

- a us- in"isron'*i.fii;ir.gu* in 19gZ(or between the USSB ana wizr-ceni*rii:ii"rilit"iiiit"a rn rheFalklands uBFr
fhe reason why'the ml{orlty'qomrades, determtned to rtake sLdestaccofdlng to the lupgriau;iil;t i;ilil-tfip;ri;ili"d-ana non-loperlar-Lst, F.ave turned Lenlnrs g.ethgq o! qts ["id;-1;-;i.ft-i"iil'u;tj{il"- ?g thgl' reeognised for the ftrst 5 weeks 5r-tn6-coniiiit":--*-

f?llgnalry.assessed from a worklng erass vrewporni--ltar" wasIlttle to take stdes about. - -
OIIR DUPTICITY : I

The eomrades aecuse us -.ln mOre or::l6gs dlplomatte Language,
d-ependtrng-glt the circumstanges ; of, ,.dupllc-1tJir. They underltoodr
they SaYr that we had eommltted,'ourselves to tfre fairous half-
sentenee wlththb meanlng that they now glve to tt.

. As we hqve seenl alr thls eame rather rate in the day. on May
9 they argued .not that , we had to support Argentlna lf a shooting
ilar started over the FaLklandsr but that we falled to understand
that lt was now all-out war, eotne beyond the FaLklands lssue to
lnvoLve Argentlne natlonal rlghts (the 12 mlle llmit ete.)

whether or not they thought thls through r donrt know. r do
know that they have no rtght to bel-leve what they soyr

The text of the TIIC resolutlon, and the reeord of the suecesslve
stages of thelr or,rn polltleal deveLopment, from the TILC resolutlon
through to In 7t teLL a plain story.

fhe maJorlty, together wlth the m1nor1ty, wcrrked out an arralyst.s
of the Falklands eonfllet whleh proved nore ilr l-ess u.rloqnrlbo- The
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fact that tt eame to a ;hoottng wirr whleh we dlil not. expect dld not
.ri"ri--trrr", slnce the tiL,C reEolutlon had been wrltten for the
contlngenc;'t["{, In":war-rro+ia tare plaee. ltre maJorlty kept strletly

The mlnorltSi, allowed themselves tq be convinced, of the potlttps of
the iil,c *"tof"ilon; Then on I'laX 9 they doubled-99"k on-themselvgs,
and slnce ttren have been movlng- away fbom the TILC resolutloli-The
iliiri il"adrili document uas I Long ir"y-poLitlealLy from thg^TTLC
ao.",n""t. The" second document has-mov6a-y-e1f !*r^lrog.the ftrst
ao"ri*""t. N;rr ia tu aII a matter of how trtlghtn the illnterlatlonal

I flnd 1t lmposslbLe to beLleve lhat anybody ln, the tendency_can
realfy thin[ tfiat ltrelr eument polltles arb tfrb samg_ as those 9f the
iiLC iesotutton. The gap ls now too qlde {or anf of them to. pretend
i6-tn6ri;i;;; ltfiai itrEy:mererv tdeveloped! the t rLc resorutlonf s

polltlcs.
Yet they stlll go on about our dupllclly 141 ttP"g_tendlngrr to

"o**tt 
-ouribLv"s to-defendl4g Argentfia, . etb. Why? There are no iloubt

iooa-pryehoi-ogleaL reasons (tfretr current Judgment tn IB' 7, mus! force
Efr"* io-a-verf poor oplnlon of themseJ-ves as they were-at the TILC
conferenees tt is.no tloubt much Less palnful for them to eoncentrate

.- il-a;;,*clng us.)l Brr t t irere u"c otr,er reasonsr
The.X.rs is a reeord of lnstabillty, ineonsistency of methodl and

conslstently muddled Judgment. Yet 1n IB 7 they take thelr'stand'
very rauch oir thelr abillty to assess 1t!hg lnternatlonqL bal,anee'of
f or-eestt and 1ts ttlghtnessir (whatever that rr€arrs -' . .the opposlte
It ]-oosenesstl ?)

Their record so far ls not a good adventlsement for the Judgment
and assessment on whlch the eredlbltrlty of thelr eurrent polltlcs
depandsr That 1s why they pretend to malntaln eonslstdney wlth TILC

. and taLk about our dupLlclty. But there 1s nothtng ln the TILG
resolutlon to support "the' crazy lnverted pyramtd of eonsideratlonsp
with the war as the point on whtch the rrlnternatlonal bal-acroo of', '

forcesrr balances, that'thby now lose themselves fu,
In fact the TIIC resolutLon ls, Ilke the FalkLands war, now a

matter of hlstory, In any event the,minorlty parted conpanf wlth that
resolutton on May 9. Some comrades (Jonesr Ievyt Smith) have begrrn
to baektrack towards Morrowrs posltlon that we nade a mlstake at the
IILC eonferenee. When or 1f the whoLe of the tendeney completes the
processes - and reeognLses that lf they want'to eontlnue the polltlcs
of the TILC resolutlon they must stile wlth the majorlty - then we ean
getauayfromth1sstup1dd1sputeaboutwhodeferrdedandwho
reneged on the pollties we Jolntly agreed at tl:.e T]LC r)..u\f.rc,,-1,).ri.

t,'
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