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e nature fther
Bo sc ons and 1n letters to SO, it has becorne clear that

comrades holding the majority poslti-ion place great emphasis on the nature
of the Argentinlan regime. Put the other way round, there are comrades who
say_ that we ignore the nature of that regime. As always, use of hi-storieal
analogies can provide no perfect parallel, But repeateaiy, the position
held_by trotsky, on numerous dlfferent conflict situations, raakes one thing
completely clear. ft is 1:erfectly possible and often necesiary for Trotsky-i-sts to stand on the side of the most reactionary regime in a struggle
against i.mperialism. The meani-ng and context of the repeatedly used quote
about Brazi1 can be ar6ued over. But what is quite cleir is that Troisky
would have stood on the side of a reactionary regime. There are cloardifferences between the Fa1klands conflict and. the attempt by imperlalist
Japan to conquer Chi-na. But what eannot be argued over is that Tiotsky
_9t9od on the side of the mass murd,erer of communists and workers, Chiang
Kal Shek.

b

In the case of China, Tootsky poler:rlcised against the sectarians - whc
woul{ not draw the correct lines in a real conflict vrj.th imperialism
be.causes of what they saw aa the nature of the rcglme. In factr,those who
.!ase'a themselves on the nature of the regime could not even properJ-y see
the real nature of that reglme. For them, revulsion for the regine v/as

3nouE[-fo t*f." them into a defeatj-st position. And the same thlng is \rr|p
!4nnentn6 with some comrades on the question of the Fslklands struggle.
Rev-glp1on for the Argentinlan reglne .iE enough to tak; them into a--defei,tiet posltlon. Of course the revulsion of thcse comrades is justified.
It is a revulsion shared by all who stand ln the fight against capitaliem.
But it is not enough to base our'positlon on. The regimes of the worlrl arenot divided into those that revolt us and those that do.not. Leni-n and
Trotsky had to stress this ti.me and a6ain:

ttModern humanity without exceptirn lives under the yoke of imperialism,
This must nbt be forgotten for a sihgle minute. But this d.oes not all all
mean that imperialism manifests itself equally in all countries. No. Some
countrles are the camiers of imperiali-sm, others, lts victlms. This is the
rnain dlvidtng line between modern nations and states.rr (tr/riting6 3B-39 p25).

And we must use this.uala'dlvi.ding line to teIl u6 &.,,,Eoet inpoftant".
-.tlxing about the A3genti-nias regiure in tfris confl-j.ct. It is the regire of a
Tfnon-inperialist nation; it is .the regime of a country urhich is noi the

carrier, but the victlm of imperialism.

- Th_e comades who aIlovl rcvul.slon to cletermine thier positlon take accountof only one factor in the si-tuation. And j.t is by no mean6 the main factor.
Then lhey ne'asure this minor factor agalnst the test of norallty. .A.nd
they find that it is Jaking. And because lt is lacking, SmF€ therefore

?
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ao eireumstances in which they could stand on the sane side of a confl$ct
ae'the junta. This is not the method of Trotsky. ft is the method of the
sectari-ans he polemici-sed against. rfso as aot to terirpt thcmselves, they
simplify realitytt. And so we can prcduce a political position, based on the
nature of the regi-me which manages at the seme time to f.eave out the most

thc
tog
AgCe
rer

Sone comrades in the majority have made it cl-ear that they recognise the
(C weakness of such a route to defeatisn. Comrade Carolan knows fu11 well that

, --rJ Trotskyists sometinB s have to stand with the most reactionary regime against
V----9)raperil.lism. But he does nothrng to correct the iiristakes of some vtho are led
{ffithiou$h a route which he knows tc be farse to hi-s o'rn position. 0n the

{l* contrary- he scrves only to rnake their confusj-on worse.

,.Jmracie Carolan has hj-c own methods of overcoming the problens presented

\- by reality. Flrst1y, he d;istorts the nature of the regime, fuelling the
X u[ri"ith;t it strouia be viewed first and foremost aE a reactionary regind.

And then he too sirnplifics reality to keep his fi-ngers c1ean. As Trotskyt s

position makes clear - the reactionary natur'e of.a regime is not enough to
tead to an autonatic defeatist positi-6n. It has to be an imperialist regine'
This is not a problen for those to v.rhom rcality j-s only a depressing morass

in which nothing genuinely revolutionary ls ever done by the masses. Reality
,ray be one thing. But defj nitions of reality ca-n alwa.ys be rriade another'
so Argentina colips to be d.eflned in a *"y which if not exactly saying that
it is an imperiallst po$rer, suggests tfral it is something very much like
'bhat. We are told tfrai it is rpirt of the sp-me irnperj.alist bloct; that it "'

ls an industrial power on apar with Spain etc'

important point about
that we wil]. not have
ItBoth the British and
working-c1ass. Therefo

nature of that rc'gime. So wc siinplify reali-tyr so
ct our fin5:ers dirty by association with the junta-
ntiniiln regimes are capitalistrr. Both are antj--
we are for the defeat of bothtt.

Figures can ofLen be found to produce distorted views of the world' For

Jxampl-e, flgures can be Used to sirow that solne managers are paj'd lcss than

some skilled,o"ku"". But that does not changc the nature of their class
positions, Likewise, therc might-bc sorne figureu which -suggcst 

that Argentiaa
is nore of an inclustrial poivei than some leiser imperialist country (we

have not seen them). But even if they coulcl be foui:ci, that would not change

the international posi-tion of .A.rgentina in the s et oi lirperia-list rehations'
Because, whatever any figures say, they cannot change political reality' 'A'nd

grggntina is econoraila11i, ,irit",iiry and politically clorninatecl by imperlal-
.i.sm - not by its own nati6nal bourgeoisie - but in particular, by the US

irnperj.ulists. Th'e whole basis of the ecnomy is subject to the international
market over wfricn Argentina has no influence, Iet alone control and dotiiin-

ance. In fact, the rrhclo 
"oootty 

is r:rortgagea to tf'e inperiallst bankg'

Ihe national bourgeoisie cannot" rule Argorrlin, without being propped up

by the inper=ialist pot';ers and the military. Evcn less can it go out and

fight for comrnance, to extcnd i-ts rul.e internationally, or challenge the

dcminahce of existing imperialist polers' A11 it can dor &IIcl this is some-

th.ing totally diffcr6nt, is "orputu 
with the other Ccnrnnted nations in the

:'egion for the trivia left outside of inperialist hands - and also' compete
.,,,,rith the other cour.:r::cs to prove itself a better."gent and lieutenant for
the inperialist generals.

Trdtsky recognised that the levels of devetopm:"I of the non-imperiallst
countries would be cornpletely different. He saw- that sorne of them. *?"19
reach relatively actvanced. stl.ges of development..But^he Eaw too that this
in itself wouLd nct reverse, overthrov/ or ur*r, signi-ficantly challenge the

cloninance of the existing i-rnpcriallst pover's'

rlcoIonial and senl-coIonial countries cliffer extraoz'clinarily fror'r one

another in thelr degree of backvlardness. . . reaching fron nomadry up to
the most modern inctustrial culture. The cor.rbinatj-on or extrer,ies character-
ises all backi;larc1 countries. . . Viith their comnon cconcnic dependence on

the imperi-a1ist metropolisses- tfroir political inclependence bears in some
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instances the character of open colonial slavery-(Inclia, EquatoriaJ'-
Africa), vrhile i.n others it is concealed by thc fictig*,9f state in<lepeu-

dence (Ctrina, Luiin America).-.-: Not a single tagk of the tbourgeoisf

revclution ce,r b., solved. in tire'si backward Iountrics unCer- the leadershlp
of the snationalr bcurgeolsie . . . Evcry ste.ge ln its clevelopment hinds it
only the rnore "ro"uiv io the for.eign finance capital of uthich it:-s
essentlally the agency.rl

fhe imperialist povrers have einerged as such thrcu6h direct co1on1al
expansion and in wars to rttvide anci re-divide the wor1d.' Hov; thenr surrep-
titiously, without any vrar, after the worl-d has alread-y beetr cj-vi<led'.and
re-divided a:uongst th6 impirialrst powers - hovr then 

-can 'A'rgentina have

become anything like an inpcrl'alist power? We cannot 1ct the apparent
economic develSpment of the country Lfirra us to the political r'sl-ations of
doii,inance behinh vlhich that development has occurrec',. A level of econoinic
developnent is not in itself proof of anything - as thc quote frori Trotsky
shows. Nor should we ignore what the real level of econoi:iic developnient of
Argentina is - the coin[arison we have used with Canada is lnstructivc'

IIle have to conilude that there ls only one way that Argentina can corile
to be seen as anything approaching an imperialist powcr:. Thdt is by beinS'
deflned as such ty those-who hr,ve to twist reality to fit it into their
prddfeivecl deternination never to stand in the so.Itte c&iirp as the junta"
Because, there is only one set of circumstances ln which the nature of the
regirae would determine an autgmatic. defeatism f,rom us. A.nd that ls if the
regime was an imperialist Feffie. eomrade Carclan knows fu1l well that
Argenti-na is not an imperialist pourcr - he implicitly.ntakes that clear
when he sketches conr-}iti-ons i-n which we wculcl be for the defcnce of Argen-
tina against imperialist attack. But rather than clarify the confusion on
this issuc atrongst thcse who support the majcrity positionr he siiaply
adds to it. We are to1C. that Argentina is rpart of the sane inperia]lst
bloc as Britaint. Now either this is a more or less lmelevant trulsn - or
it is to suggest that Argentina is sonething like an imperialist power
itself. But being part of the same imperialist bloc does not inake one
country as imperialist as another - or even imperialist at all' Apart fron
the workers states, every country on earth 1s part of the sa.me inperiallst
bloc. But as Marxj-sts, we do not only see that thlngs are connected. trnJe

see also how they are connected.. A capitalist and a worker. arc connected.
They are part of the same relationshlp of exploi-tati-on - the one the
exploiter, the other the exploitecl. And Argcntlna ancl the imperialist
powers are also connectecl - they are part of the salne relationship of world-oppression, the one the oppressor, th; other the oppressed.. Where does aII
of this place thc Argenti-nian regime? Not as a sub-fuxperiaIism, not lj.ke
Spain or Psrtu6a1. But pureLy and siritply as a lackey, as a servant, as a
stooge of the iiaperialist povrers vrho are its ne.sters.

'?he fact that a trade union, fcr exaniple, is un,Jer a pro-ii,rperialist
leadershi-p does not nean that ihose who are in thc tracle union are therefore
no longer workers. Likeurise, the fact that the people of Argentfuta are
oppresiecl, not only by iinperialism but by their o'ilrn regi,ire which is.' the
loealagent of imperialisn does not change the'faet that they are a people
oppressed by imperialism. iilithout any ri,istortion br sinplificationr using
the facts and recognising the political relati-ons behincr. them, we are dealing
here with a conflict betwcen an iinperial-ist povrer, an internatj-onal oppressor
and a clonlnated nc.o-c01ony.

fhe struggle for national liberation, li-ke the struggle for denccratic
rightse does not end with fcrmal natlonal indepen-dence, There are comrades
in the majority vrho recognise this. They argue that if questlons of national
li-beral--ion wer involvscl, then they woulct support A16entlna against
imperialist a.ttack. In sc cl'oing, they distance thernselv,es from others in the
najority urho rvoulcl argue, oonsistcntly, that even if issu:s of national
ll-beration \trere lnvolvedr ehy confli-ct would still be a sonflict between
two capitalist industrial powers, parts of thc sante inperialist bloc. Now
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caroran has accused the riinority of being rconjuncturalistsr (by which heIneans that we have based our positicn on whether tc support Arglntina againstan imperialist attack on whether there was .lctua1Iy *n-inp""ialist attackto support Argentlna against or nct). of course, in a cerlain scnsc, he isright. We belleve that our positions shcul-cl always be conjunctural, in thesense of taking acccunt of changing evcnts. But i-n fact, it is ccniadeCarolan who really puts forward a icon;uncturel r posi tion. In tire presenteonflict, Argontina in rela.tlon to Briiain is p"."1 of the sane irapcri-aIistbIoc. But if there werc a real lnvasion from aiitain of the Argenti-nianmainland and an attempt tc colonise the country, then.,ve wJulC be for the
defence cf Argentlna. But what has changed.? Argentina is either sort ofimperiallst or it is not. ft is elther a neo-colcny in strui,;g1e with animperialist povrer, or it j-s n:t. The level- of econtnic devciopment, its
regional rcle as a policeman for imperialisn, the naturc of thr, junta - all
these things the m,'jcrity usc to amive at their clefeatist positi-on. Eut allof them wciild still- be just as real i.f there r^ras a full scale invasion, So
who is basing a positlon on conjunctura-l shifts? For us, Ar;ealfnq i-s ahvaysa dominated neo-colony. For qomracle carolan, it beccracs thai oriiy'ir trre
imperlalis'ts launch a fulI scale invasion. ttrat is rcal conjuncturalisri '
Lasing our understanding .fn internationa] relaticns on whether the inperial-
ists are launching fu1l sca.Ic invasion or not. In clifferent circumst&nces,
Trotsky had to take up the same problerrr of method. He talkecl of the difficul-
ties of determining our pc1ffis acecrcling to a stop watch, rather than in
accorrlance with the basic class carnps in the';lar. He accused Schachtnan, who
wculd not defend. the Soviet Union because cf the nature'of the regime, of a
contemptible evasion when Shachtriran said that he v,rcul cl, he for the Cefcnce
of the Sovict Union in the event of a fu11 scale imperiali-st intcrvention.

.Now we belleve thet coiir aCe Carolan i.s also evadlng the j-ssue rvhen hc ,

says that in the event of a fuII scale war, he woulcl be for the clefence of
Argentlna. Because the class eamp into uhich Argentina fits in a war
agai.nst inpcrialism cannot change, raccorcll.ng to a stop vretcht vrhen that
wir re,ches a certain IeveI. Now we say - we have to cletc:liline our position
according to the basi-c class cairps, not on cnnjunctural events.

But again! corrrade Corclan has a incthcd of escaping the problem. Bsfore,
,',.pve have talkecl cf the position which, if carrioC throurgh to ite.lcgical

pnclusion, wou1cl mean that we have reachc'd a neul post irirperiellst era in
iruhich the worlcl is being re-divided rtithcut,enyone nctj-cing (until, at
1easL, the Fr.lklancls issue alerter:l the majority tc the eilcrgcncc of
Arg'ntina as an iinperialist power). Now we rlisccvur a positicn on natiorraJ.
liberati-on which, if carfied:thrcugh to its loqical- conclusion wcUld..define
both,the TrOtskyist strater"y of perraancnt revcluti.,ln anrl the strugtle for
nati-onal liberation out' of existence.

Vrre are told by the ccnj uncturalists that i-f questions of national
liberatj-on were involvedt then vre woulcl be f. the c"e f ence o f ArSentlna ' But
then tional liberatj-on is clefined to nean onIy. the StfU.,r: "'1C a,':ainSt

c ueqt. By this definitlonr the strury"Ie for nati-onatr
ti-on Wr with

ders a, ain
only a very few excePtions (Namibiarand the

Falklancl Islan
imperialists).
f a16e-.,It. .is. a
of the wor1d.

st the Arg-entin1.an, but nof a",aitrst the British
To sugeest tirat, this is. the case i s not onIY Iu:llcrously

Isc, in pflssin,;', to deal a cleath blcw to Trotskyism in most
t

Trot.sky pointecl cut that, short of the proletarlan rcvoluticnr arIY

country woula rernain under the clomination of irnperialisr,r, vrhether cl'j-rectly
or j-n4ireetly. Ancl the ,:iorij-nation of inperialisr':r, the inte'rnational .staIt-' of
capitalist decey, w:ulci place a brake on ttre r-levelopment of backwarcr'

countries v;hich coulri. never be brcken, again, short cf the prlletarian
revr-:1utlon. fn fact, the continued existence cf a 1cvel cf developnent in
the imperialist uretropollsses woulrl Cepenril on the ccntinuitri; Ccininaticn,
and the backwardness whrch i-t ensurec-l, of the c,)l-onial ccuntrics. Even after
flational irr,] ependence hacl been v,ron, these relatione of ,ooliti-cal and
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eccnomic domj-n tion would ccntinue - they wculri have tc continue until they
were broken'by the proletarian revclution. The starfinr point for
Trotskyist intcrvcnticn in such countries, as in all countries, wcuIc1 be
imr:ieCiate prclct-..rian necds, anC the existinq levels of mass conacicusnesse
Even urhile workers were beinl exploitecl by,the most clevelcpert forms ofcapitalist proc.ucticn, the strug.i.Ie for natj-onal rights ani',. clemocr aticri3hts would stil-l be goinE on. The t.rsk of Trotskyists woulcl be to developthesc in the cnly'lirccticn in which they cculC be ca.mied thrrulh tcvictory - the clrrection cf the prcletari-in revoluti-on. Trotsky repeaterllyhacl to face sectari').ns vrho, inslea{ cf strug6linc to i-ntervene in the realstruo''les l'ihlch existecl, and clevel-op the existin,q levels of consciousness,substitutcd thcir cvrn concepticn cf a ;,:enuine wcrkers strufcre.

But niw the r:iajorlty crnrac'les disccver scmething else. The only timetffit the uestion cf national ri .ghts woulC be po sect in ^Ayfientina is inq
the event f an imperi:.Iist attempt to fea-ssert rlirect colonial ru]e.Otherwlse, we arc told ights involveclin a war wlth inperialism. Put another way , unless the imperialists createthe questj-on of national

o

, therc is nc questlr:n of natlonal r

questionS o
done, despi te what Trctslcy thcunht

rights afresfr, by invading
ehts-tletve bejen ansrered, Thi

withcut anythin6'. like a proletarlan

Argentlna, thenf nationa^I ri aIl
to be

a v{as not being thrust in our face
ievc th..t it corilcl be seriousl

s has been able

by our ovrn

,revolution clcne behlnri the national bcurgeoisi.e.In the pro cesn, they have evcn nann rqe'1 tc becomo an imperial i-st powerthensclves (or a quas1--iilperialist Power). The stru,qnle in all backwardcountries ( whether or not they h,rve f er.tures cf the ;ncst advancetL industrialpr:vrers) bec crir,Js pure ancl simple the s1rsc.g1e of workers fcr exac t1y thosesame thin.r;s that workers in the iirrperi al.ist c,tuntries have to s trugille for.Everything elsc is a ctiver sion fron a genuine stru6gLe chauvlaism etc.I,Iow,

. ft has becn :rb1e tc be

i-f thj.s view of thing
ades, we woul ri not b,,l- y helC. Itcoar

de a th tl:e i:l- ancl the
out c 6 ence. It de esque cnE c arc

already ans\uereC.
y facing most of tht: worltlrs populaticn as

The r'rajcrity teII us that if questions cf natj-cnal liberatlcn wereinvolved, they wou1c1 see tl:rirrris dif ferently. But it is onry by shuttin.ltheir eyes to reality that they coulci poor",ibly avoirr. scein,., what is atthe very ccre 1f this war. rt is a wilr,lf imperialist disciplj.ne ained atassertinii over a neo-colony the power,:f thc ir.rperialists t.-. decicr,e uhenancl hcw the state power of that neo-cclony is used. It i-s a w*r aimed atansweri-ng some of the very questions tha.t wars of cclonj-al- o."upu.tion\ answerert' - h'rw c1o we build a state power which wil1 act tr dc eiactlyll?)what we tte,r"n.t i" irri" situation. ltirc than that, j-t is ained at asrerting
l?fte}1-l,lhu impcri.alists, not thc Argentlnlan people, will clecicte whatUrTI temittry Argentina can regarrl as its own. There ian surely be no ccmrarlerdl t who will sericusly argue that that i..s-noiiri""'io""to with natj-c*alliberaticn - or that there is not a nec-coloniar q;;";i;" irr"iila.

Part of the very essence of cclonia1isn was th<: assertion, by militaryforce, cf vrhat territcry wru1cl bc uncier thc riircct rule of tirc irirpcrialists,Now it i-s happenlnp;'n,qain, anrL coirrair.es telr us th"i-;; q"""i:]ri cf naticnalri-g;hts ls invrlved. Control- of thc state force, rlefin:-tion :f the *ateterritcry - clecision ::tbout rvhat tc reccver from inperialisn - these are all-questicns cf nationnl rights. Anr.l they are tights rtri"t are bcin61 deniccto the Argcntinian pecplc - il.enied tr: thcm by the;nas;:ive,rilitary force ofinpc;j-eIism. The raj.litary pcwer cf the Arg,entinian state is beinq snasheclinto thc' ,lround prccisely because that power j.s beinr, 
"""a-"".ler''argcntin-i-an control, rvithout .the pernission cr instruction ci ttr" irnporiallsts.

This again shov,rs the nonscnse invorvecl in callinr ArFCntina an imperial-ist poler (rvith wi:.atever contortj_ons cf terrninolof,,y). firo ir,fo"i.rti"tu o""wiJ-rlng 'to a1lovr Arr',entina natlrnal slverei3nty, c;ntro1 of their nati;naIstate f:rce, even;lisputt:s with other st:rtci i-n'tirc arcao Rut at the very
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"seccn(l that Argentina tries t:l'usc her rretiin.:.l inlepenclence s.'ainst
the impcrialists w:rnt, then the shr:.m nrtulc ,rf that lnctepenc1.effi
for all to scc. Iinpcrialisn im:ae.r.iately leunches.',r rfl1r of r''.iscipline
'renlities''cf nation,rl inclepcnrtence are sh;wn - they cxtenel as far as
sui ts the irnpcriaf i-sts.

*$€.eonrades in the majority riefine e. neu iiiperialisra (or actualf,X
toet im;rerialisr,r) i.nto cxistence..'They Cefine the onr,:oiny, strul;gIe
oational dlminaticn cut of cxistence. Ar.ir-l thcn they prccce'-l tc tell

the

it

thet
we nust soe the r,rlity :f thin''s. But while ill1 rf this is g-:in1' cn, a
rerl- v/,.r is beinit fiul,ht, r,'rith l-tttle re:;.rcl t1 the theorcticrl c'rntortions
and fabrications cf thc mnjcrity. 1t is ? \:I:-.r betr,"rcen itaperialism and. a
nec-cc1ony. It i-s tl r,i'r,r..j-itccL at assertini the ri:-ht:f imll.rirlj-srl tc
recover by f crce, in ruhetever pa.rt of the ivorl-il it chocsos, tvhatever it
rcr arc'ls as it.s DIvn propclty. AnC j-t is a r,var j-n vrhich, for rcasons thrt we

all agrec are the opposite of anti-i:lperielist altruisi.r, the junta are being
forced tc s'uan.'. upagalnst thc iraperiallsts. The war has frllowerl tho loglct
not of those uho wish to srrbject it tc a sociologicl]-';eofraphical evalu-
ation which stresses its 1:'relevance. It has fol-lowecl thc logic of the
internaticnal balance cf class forces lnri thc rGer-ls of tire intt)rn,rticnal
cl-ass eneny - the im,oerr:ialists. f t h,rs assunte c.L an intcrnatiotl:l sj-qnificanc'6,
It-has passecl far beycnil the point.:tt which it is prr'ticulr'.r1y irnportent
or relevant to discuss whether we arc for cr agarinst the invasioti by

Argentlna.riye ncw havc to decicl.e-a posj.tion ibn thc fecc cf n-n invasicn Sron
th6 imperlalists, The questi,in I'r:s rvhethcr we are neutral cr n.)t in thc
face ni' an inperialist v,'?-r iri-ainst e neo-ctlony t: revol'sc the Argcrrtini:'n
seizure, clisci-pline thc anti-inpc:rialist nnsscs, asscrt its 'rutircrity anr'i

ability to use fcrcc;, anl.!. r...c,vor its propurt}. Ivior,:11 ,)utra,.,e ...t thc n.-'turc
of the iunta: a reflcxlre rcsort tc sclf-rleter:ninatioli, self-r'15htecus

6-
f aenunci"tinrro of the usc cf force; fabricilbicns of the imperialist power

cf.A'rgentinr;clefinintlthestruiigiefornationalfiqhtsoutcfexist,Unce.
theecccnclthatinrlcpcn':lnrr"uiu''ur,,litlsall':fthcscuhichhavclcCthe
Iiajoritytcarlopttrriirposj-ticnofnrutra.lit;v.Eutitisnetonlythrrugh
clistrrtion cf rielity "ni',,1r"p 

c,)nfusii)n tliat thcy have arri-ved at their'
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.,r of' oppressecl pe cples. thr:ulrhcut thc wcrid. If'l.re r,v,rnt a b:1ance sheet
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ccntral r::'Ie:i,.are riire
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ect imperialisr,i ancl. British inperialism pl:lying a
ctly rcsp,:nsible fcr the lack of ri,ctnocrirtic rii;hts in
1:'1. Thc British ruling class h:.s .-:r. histcry of mass
tvirich ctrntinue i-n dlffcrent forlrs t...r,i.ay rvhich

noblo' in- comparison.

Some comracles do nct ccnfusc rcd-ity only be el-cvsrting; thc junt,: t: theranks of imperi-alist powers. Just to neke sure, they rcciuce tne of the r:rainiinperlalist pcv;ei.s in the w:rrlcr- to scrnethin,'1 less than that. I{cat1yl theyamive a.t thei-r cJufh-ct with two brcar',Iy sirnll-ar parts ,:f thc samelmperialist bIoc. Ancl they are lecl thcre by tirc cxict opposite offrctskyi-sn. They.lo not si-tunte tho crnfl-ict in its intcinationel crntcxt.
lhoy deny its relcvance, usc their cwn n.rticnal expe.rience rf crun:b1i1gBritish pol.rer to prcduce its mirror im,,r.ge internr.tionally. This rn:ry a11oq,coi]t'raies to ri;tain thclr neutraliLy. ft may lcd them tc prcscrvc their cvrnconception of prclr;tarian inclepenclence. But it learls their awny frcrn thereal world, aw?.y frcm the muthcrl of Trotskyiem, aw&y frul intr;rn:.ticna1isn.

Comracl-e Carolan correctly points cut that there is a rlifficulty inasscsslng the international irnplicaticns of the iirpcri.:.Iist attact, Thein- j:rity Fcsiti,rn vras cle'rrly formulr.terl wlthout encruntcrlnli th.:t iliffi-culty. It wes enly prcssure fr m thc min rity vrhich f :rced thcrn t, arld.rcsstheinselvos t thc interne-ti,naI ir,rplicati:ns .f the c,rrflict. ft, rnay bc,thr ui,,h- 1uck, that we can lift stru{1,.:1cs rut of thc j-ntcrn,:.ti,:nal c-,ntcxtin i'rhich thcy )ccurl nnrl stil-l amive r.t thc c)mect prsiti n. Just as v/emayr thr 'ugh 1uck, be i:bl-e tr arrive at a c)ruect lntcrventi.,n int., a Lpvrercl, with rut .{ny ss'essment .rf the balnnce :f f:rccs in ilre ip. nut-'if weneeci- l-uckl v,re e.1sr nced t r av_.i.i relylng :n it. iLnc.[ luck rvill nev"" U"-cn.:'uflh urhen r-t the s,"ne timc, v/c arc using a ncth:cl which i""0""";-^;;yfrrm thc rc'lii',','rlr',. If there is clifficutily in asscssinl- the intcrnatirnalirnplicltlrns, that,l:,cs n:t incan that we sirrurrl brsc rur positi n n anassessrrent ,r f s,:rrluthitr,, clse, f f thorc j_s clif ficulty i., ..'"s"s"i"i tireinternati;naI inplicati.,ns, that.l-.rcs nrt ngen that-ilrey L:sc thelr pririar.rr1mp'-'rtr'nce. iiurg [4173 | 1 f rli;rv ]'f,ux rnrl Lenin anil Tr rtsky vlh., popsrtellly
mace cleu th.r-t the netitnal prlicy :f a rev-.lut'i -)nary |ar.ty, tiie c,urle ofacticn'f iIlcwcr1_by thc pr.r1ct".ri.:rt in rne c'runtry sh-,ufi be subl.rcinatcrtt,: j-ntcrnati:lnal c :nsilcratirns.

Diffibul-t rr n,:lt, wc h:rve t: ba-sc rur positi,tn,-rn nn asse$smc.nt tf theintcrnatirlh-ii'I incen:'r-nl-; '.rf thc c,nfIict. i,dhitcvcr thc irirplicati.,ns .:f thatf-rr thc Apgcntinian ir British prJl-^t.1rr:_ai, wu l.lave t: brsc lur positi:nru the implicatilns flr thc internati-::n11 stru,..Xlc acalnst ir:ipcrialisrnfirst. Tliis r.rcans tirat evcn if a successful cleilnc" ",loin"t-,ii;;;;;*";".itastrengthenGa1tieri,ulevy.:,u]c.lsti11havctica11lrntrrearge,tr,i"-.
rrv:rkcrs tc uncr.ertr.ke that cicf,.nce. rn thc ".r"ni-hr;;r;",;, wc bclicvc thata $uccessful'rlefcncc c,ilainst ii:lperialisr:r (n:. v1ctlry f >r caltieri, as thcnaj'-'rity w'ruld;out it) ncecL in n.; lrey neccss.ri-Iy sirengthen Gartieri, onthe c rntrary?."1 succeseful clefence r,'-.ri-nst imperialist attrck woulcl cpenup new :rpportuirlties f rr rev >Iutj_onaries anrl the r,,::rking class, inArgentina, in Brlta-in ancl intcrneti.>na11y.

The terna on belan es
per anti-imperiali ststruq3le. Victna.rir AnSo la, I4lzanbique, Zimbabwe , frnne }iicara;,.q.a theinperi.ali sts hrve been thrown intc r,;treet , the rleterininatiln ancl c tn f1-dence nf the anti-irnpr,r irlist m:.sses,hns bccn fuell-ed. These sucecsseselop a rla.jcr anti_-vrar feelini1, particular

,.lf f r
,') as secn sevcrrl successos frr the

have 1n turn helpecl rlcv Iy in theIy sh.:wn in theUS. This hr.s been cle-r nass oppositi,:n to .?.ny ma jcr
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escalatlln nf US iriilitary inv:lvement in EI Salvaclrr. Thc ec)n-.mlc crisls
in the ii.rperirlist c'-trntri.cs has rcrluce':1, !,'rl-nrst nrtlirinfl, th.c rnnge of
cplions cpcn t:r thc iilpcrialists in +,crins:f buyin{: lff any -siSnificant
secticn cf thcir .-;wrrr/,)rki-n3 clr-ss cr thc anti-iilipcrialist uriSSes. Thl'$ ;

in turn has neant that thc l'rcal ar,ents ,rf rmpurialisnt - the S,tirlzns and the
Pahlavis - the inpcrialist strlgcs anil the vrc.,,:.k nati;nel b'ruriiccisies have
becn ablg tr rcly :n littlc tiircct airi., rriilit^.ry rrr ec-an1nic, t.r hclP Pr:p
thcri up. At th<; Lar:rc timc, thcy irave bei:n oxpuctc'J by their impcrialist
pastcri tc subduc tiro *nti-iir,plriali-st ilasses, ,rni1 t: exact f,roi;t then. the,
price necess:yy t,: nalntain impcrialist prrfiis rt,r tlni: :f internetirnal
crisi-s. IiVeakcnccl by thcir )wn cccntraic crisis, p:lrti-calIy rcstrictecl, by
thc anti-war fceling an,'l [:stilj-ty in thcir cv,rn w';rkin.n class, f'JrcecL into
harsS battlcs t:: ni,:lce w:>rkers pay f,;r thoj-r crisis, tirc irnperialisLs are
facing a 5r,:win; interne.t-i'rnaI silu.':t:1e wJ.tir lncrcnsing iicspcraticn, The

antl-imperialist Hasscs have bccn marchini.l f rrwarc'l. But they are physicaily
wcnkened evcry day by the strug;g}e tr stay alivc in thc face ')f ir'lporialist
driv.:s tc neintaiir profits, thcy are subject t'-r sins;fr'nt n'nt'! brutal attrcks
by the ir:rperialist puppcts struggling tr maintain their p:sitirus, anri they
are betrayccl by luaie::s wtr, =:,oin ancl :l'ain pu! thei-r. orvn prlvilcg-'s rn:-r'

rclaticns with the j-,;rperiali-sIs tcflre thc nccCs :f thc anti-inpsria]-ist
masscs..

Despite all thc arrti-iraperiallst succcsscs, n.-rlvhcrc havc anti-impcrin'list
vict-iries bc<jn crrricr'- thr-,u:,h t. thc buililini; :rf a virrkers f"vcrni;ient'
Therc i-s thu.s i"tor""ti,naIly a very tight ba1-r.ncc of f:rces, tiltcd by the

stri:ri3 cf :.nt1-impci'ialist vict:,ries a;.4-nst the ir''rpc::ial-ists' The i'e can

be n,.,:1--ubt ab',ut the tiircctirn that the inp:-rialists r'v'uI11 likc t; takc

the cllrectitn that they aro f-'ircec1 t:I,rk in. Thcy h'rvc built their^ru1e
anc pr.rfits cn unparellellec'l barb:risin, 1n thc b}c:d: an':L suffsrini'; rf
mil1i ins. In their d-esperati-:n, tfrey witl bc pirfcctly r aily t:r iiefenrl their
rulc ancl pr::fits in cxactly tlrg srr,it t'ra.y. Thcic is n: crjstr in thc.blo-rtl cf
hunanlty, that tltcy w',uIc'i n:t be witlinir tc p':'y t.) c''ntr';l the anti-iropcri-
a]ist strutii,,lc, rcvcrse it, take aw:ry thc ""it'L 

that thoy havo bocn f'rrceC

to conce<.l.e, That is what Rcal,rnrs Cefvnce -rf thc ri:.ht:l"inll re6.iinics t!
centrnl- Amcrica is rbiut.'tnat is whnt i''iittur:ni has be':n tlurlnl'Africa tc
sny. That is what Thatcher wcnt to see the Su}trn lf Qnan ab:ut' 'u{ith thc
cner,iy f orce'-L to bccctiie ili)rc ancl mlre clcsperatc' thc :'nt1-irirp'-rialist nlesses

can afforcl to.l,ii"-rrr 6"run':l. In thc exti+n:e1y tiSht br'lance'rf frrces that
cxistsr any shift, nl r,attcr, h:;w sii3;ht, c,'ul-il prrvo c':stly f:r thc vr':rking

class intcrnati:nallY-

It is a'ainst this bnckl';r';und that thc t'r^'r in the ,S.-:uth At-'l-anti-c nuecis to

bc secn. If thc anti-impcri-a1ist nassos wore
tiiit tltcY vlrerc alcrtec.l.. InsteaCt

rvhat 1e haPPcning. Millicns hrvc bccn ar -ru-s rialisrt thr :uirhout

Latin Aporlca anii clsewherc. An'-l vlhat are w tc1li nr; ther: tirat the

xtru{Tr1c is n':rt rca-IlY inPtlr t.-nt. Thc irrPcrinl-ists
Brj. ein as thcir cuttiner:lj-n3 in their cr.'un workj-ng

n.t alcrtcc'. t: thc'r1-'rnger, it
wculr] be our urr{ont task tl si:ru;1g1c tl sec

.;11 in anti-iatPc
e iL ;inir

ncecl tr brcak the

sf#k:l*;
class. U

is exactlY rvhat thcy arc d rin3.
cf the i3e-ins 1i,I,ln bY thc

Thcy nce :) hlarn
anti-imPeij-aI ist r,asees are usut'l

:) c

t if anY
pcrialist i-nterests, thcn th -'sc 5';,^.ins "vill be null-ificcl bY lnPeri-

"1.eti.r:,ina'Lineed to blun t the fi-ilhtinrj .rI] rf thc enti-al.ist force. ThcY
i-n,reriali-st i:lasscs
has left thcni itlPc
Bri-taln as thci-r c
trYing t) ,lc.

Thcy neec'. t-r be ablc t;
use thej-r grcat rrj.litirY

bro:rli tirc bel aihce cf fcrccs vrhlch

tent t'c :1dv.1nte.:'e. Again, using
utting e.cl,,e r that is exactly wha t the j.nPerialists are

Iiow thc war itr itsel f ..uarantccs n:thinn; flr it'-Pe ri-.Iisri. But thrt i s

onlY becauee thr; w:rking cI.r.ss nd anti-inPeri:r1ist i.iasses naY havc the
c.+ that an iliPcri:rlist vj-c t:ry wlul-rl. bc. But wc

n3th t:; absrrb the bI
h.erie t> ask'ur cll'.,rrilcs

class f,1 3sY.'.,luti,:nary vict':rY
we vlh

n outral ebout bl-cws froi:i thc class
hl)w c-.n -r a-it'i t: lcnil tl+ein the t::rjrri ty-

bc

\
wcrking

rve be neutrrl ebout th lse blcws
eneny ailains
because we t hink that thc iv':rkers have the strcriq th to ahsorb thcr:. VictcrYt it? Even t:i]rc sir hlrts crtl

rialists dlcs n''t 3uarantee th''tt Rcai':fcr thc ir:Pc an can unlcash the nili-tarY
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intorv;ntion in El- S.r1r'.':.c1cr that he w:lnts t:. But it n:kes 1t mcrc likely,
not less. Put:rnrther w.ay r;u.n,r., A sr:ccessful dofcnce:f Argent,in.:r a''elnst
the irrrperielist attrck cioes n:t nc...n that thc inpcrlal-iets will- nct l-eunch
other n-ttacks. But it neans tha.tthcy r,vill_ i.r s) frcin.e positlcn in which
the' b:;tl:.nce cf f orces is tllte cl evcn r,-)re against thcni. This type ?fasseljsiiient ls f:r us e-sscntial . It is the tJ:pe :f asscssnent we neccl. tc
make if wc arc t: hatr,e a pcsition':f a-.:r.cquate ciepth ancl seri)usness.

Ccnracl-es nay arguc, as thcy;lc, that it is nit a i;cnuine anti-ir:ipcrinlistsirugi,:lc. But l,re c:ln no;....-etcnC irr cnc scc>nrl. that ilris is nct a |cnuinestrug;,'1c in rryhich the re:rI belance.cf forces betwecn i;,ipcriirlisr;r ,rn,,:'l the.::nti-ii:rpc:ial_ist .i:iasses is igcnuirrely buing tcstcc.l. Our critici-sni rf tjrejunta rrr takin,l thc-p--op]-c r:f Aritentina intc this strugr;1e itr.:ly be as ilo.cpas wc 1ike. Our revulsicn i..r the junta riiay bc trtaI. Bui d&egite what thejunta want, Jcspite wha+, they p-'l-aniccl, thls struggle hr.s nrw acquircC asignificance far i:rcre important than ihe subjectivc int-ntions rf th:,scsho launchec'i j-t" it has a r:ial-,,r relev,nnce prccisely bccausc thc rcrl-balance cf fcrces at thc n.tr-,rent is sr ti,ght. ff wc rr,,.r n-rt 1olh bc1r.;nri3ur twn natirna-1 b<t::,-1ers, wc cenn'rt feil t.: undcrestinate thc si;1niflcs.:rcecf *"he struil,1l-e. rf we sec Britain in its inturnrticnal rcrc siliply as tirci:tlrror ln:i-.i",c rf the cieclininE ruling cless at h,.ine, thcn rvc canrct fcil tcun{erestii:atc t}re intcrna'i;j--rna1 sign:-ricancc:f our D'vyn ruLing class as thcinternatirnal cirttinl' cc',gc f,r:: irapcri-aIj-srn. r.b is thu, ba.lrncc ,:rf f rrcest'''hich 4ives the strugl,;lc- its real iniportance. ft is nilr,inst thc.belanc,-: cfforccs that vrc tnust;leasure it - nit acc:rcl.in4 t) rur lwn scelc of ii.lc.::.listn::rali-ty, o: abst:nr:tec1 c tncoi:ti_)hs ,)f wh.t i_s 61cnuinc.

IUgJg._tI_,1[_9f gj,_{ a_{_e car : I au
ttrc n',ar;iit71;ffi.Ii6?T6Tot stnnii -,n Trrtskyist :rth.,.rdcxy, s? theycannit use j+, to shcvr us that tie aro wpsnfi. They whinc ab,,rut su3rncrtin3 the;unta, That rr,.lirin does nrthrni,; t6 shrw thrt our pcsitirn is wr,lng. Thcyccm'o] air that sri:ic c,-r,,trarles in thc -r;rlncrlty have chnngecl their p rsiticn.i\gaj-n, even if that wcre true, lt c,,--les n,rt sugger:t in eny wey that thepcsj-ticn hclr1 l:y the ririntrrty is wr,rn.q. They tctt us thal tnc exanplesivc usc arc nct exact htstorlcal- a';alogi-es. li,ic 3.flrcc. That is rvhy rrc uscthr-xt t: il'lustratc particuL:-r points. But v,,hcthcr they arc exact aralogiesor'nlt l'ror-s n:rt sh:vr hnw or vlhy we:lrc wrfnij. Anll then tJrcy tcl]- us thatthore ere. in fact neny clif fercnt positicns hcl-cl ,",rithj-n the iain ,ri-ty. c,:lingf::.-.lii th'ise whc ir:J-cl thc clrtnon t;,:siti.rn f:r r,. aslns ranging frr>n thc belicfthat Brit*in is *Jre rrem'-:cr::tic than Argentln: tr rutriiltrt pr-cifisn, rve clcnot fcel any i:r-:.'i::ir-culr-r prcssrrrc" But cvcn if thcre arc ,iif fercnces r+ithinthc nin:tr:rty - end lvc all stancl cn e dci.r,:cn c1cu1y cxplaincc1,:ni.1 argucrlpcsiti-rn - t]:aL ilccs nrthin5 at al-1 ta shrw ivhat iL rmone, *ttr, rur c.)riurcnpo si- ti3n.

So clmrailc Cnrrlan tu-r,ns j.n his cbcunent t.r,r neth;d cf c,rmbat rvhich isthe tro'i1i-';i'rnal llusSIt :f th:sc il,h:; ca-nnr>t use crth:,llx },{arxisn to supportthcir prsltlons. FIo c:ns L::ucts :l posi-tl .n f rr us, and proceecLs to printrut what is wrcn5i 'v:-th:;hat. -ec fir cxr.ilplc, hc s:.ys that hc cannot sectho po-i-nt, of bcini; t.lkcn in ln,:', ru,perti-ni th.e Li-s of Galticri. N,_l d-oubti;his l:oulc-L sccrc s:ine polnts -i-n o i'l"b^tc. lvith th:sc ,;rho c,rulrl. But comrnc.leCar:lan kn:vrs pcrfect.ly we]_i- thet wc to,:r c.r.nnct scc thc point of rcpcating+;hc lics of Gal.bic.ri.

By thesc technjques ai-nccl a't sti;lrirtising, rathcr than sh:.v.ring thcwcrkncisses j-:r l..n )p*losition ,rrg;u:reni, cofira,-lc carclan doc,s Iittle to cleopenurldcrstan:ij-l,g :inc'i iiiscusiji,tl) in our i,r,;veriiont. But he r_l"ces pc:,frrm forccnr'r-c'les thc uscf,rl- scrvice cf il,rking,:re;f his oli'pcsitil)n cIcar. rt isa positi)n chrractur'lser,L by e clr:rplcte inabifity to rcc:gnj-se anc- opera.te:n thc basis of c:ntr:.i'licti_ons in tho situaticn.
iIJe havr: al-r -,ir"sccl th.at the invesi)n l,,,as motivntcr_i, :)nGalticri, es a llivcrsicn. iile havc alsa:rIJ fli;,fuccl th:.t hopresents thc step :r-s r 5;cnuincly antl-inp'cri_ar_ist action.

thc prrt of
is }yi-n,q lvhen hc
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But h:-st:ry r.n,i thc irc:.niiig oi intcrniti---irrl sbru'.,-i o r:i: n:t clepenri, on
what Gal-ticri :1_ _ts" Events irave r:.n r'lbjccti-r.'c nicrriin6, tutsir'!o thu contrcl
of thise rvh,: niy -Iivc tri: Scru:1 thi;r:i oif . il.rc carin';t ,rcccpt tirc l-c;lic .lf
coflracle Crr.';1arr whtch usys ihr.t :-f Grltlu:rj srys it is nnti-ir:rpctialist
en.'- Gal tieri tc1ls 1ics, thcrcf.trt: thorc c..tn bLr n,.r hrn{: cf ariT','tirt,i anti-
i-ni;erialist to '1,: rulth it rt rl-l-"

The fact is th.:rt G"ll tieri clrfl rri)t succc-,ssful1y ';1; .r.nythin'1 to r-livcr''t'
workln,f clrss -- unlcss rvhat ho,.',r"s spcalas at l.;ast pariiy t: tirc anti'-
iiapcrialist sop bi mcnts c f thc ul-rrlicrs. S:-i:iilarly, hc c.tnnc t clo rn$thinl;
ag.ainst the ln'Lc:'csts of irlpcrialisr:r, irril. r rut tlirt ectirn havin:' any an:i"
i-mperir.Iist c.;ntcnt at :.1-1, Therc was an elcnient of obicctive anti"
iniperirlism in.Galticri rs lllcvc - uhatcvcr li}s notive.tion. It ls impossiult'
tb seize sonethj-nfl fr3rn inpetial';sn vith-rut th-.t seizure havi-ng aD[:r'11-ui''

irir,lerialist c.rntcnt nt "11-. 
An,-1 t;'lc:rc t.hrn t.h:rt.. Thoi: is:i1-) clctilcnt rlf

an:i-j.nlJ;rialisn i-n thu ilef cnce :f thc invasirri r'i'-rinst tripcri'rlisn whic;'

3r-ltieri 1s n:vi, f ;r t,hr.; l.i-.^.Oiir'rc, f {.)-'cc+ tJ und.ertikc. It is lilpi-rssib-l'i:
-i;c strncl in struli:f e a- r.,.inst ."-, ..it.trpt by ir:pcri:'.11"I tr rccovi;'r its
1:rlpc.ty ancl as.sJ:'L its euthr:ity r,j-thcu', thii't strnJ hrving sJiiie ssiccbit;:
ent:---i-npcrialist crntcnt. 1,fh:-tevc: iiis tri ltivatior:', t: 'c er''cnts sct in n'':'tj-c;ii

b:. u,:la.r-Licri,:rre g-nf1'aiiict,rrY.

,;'i)r i.it3, thc c,)nt::n-'r--l-cti>n ls thc basis flr ''- lt,rre inp''rrt-'nt on;' Thorc

:- s i f ,tnil-rnlen-l.rl- cont:::.'-1-Lc'ci :n butwecrr thc sn^'Li inti--iinp'ri:l-lsilt of
Cai l.i c:,:i, an.1 iho ,''cuu.inc "-nti-:-t't-;r:r'i:l1 -t- sllt, : n p'lr t' r":iicc;';'L by G11-ti-eiri
i:it,rsi,lf , cf ;hc r.r:lsscs. .TJi :'.. fl)'tr )f : :t:risG: cl'.iil +'h'r.-; rhe iirlsscs of
.-rfcn.i;ir:a ar r e-'l-:,- iu.J-iy tlr-).li lci-.:,ru5 i-n 'iLruil' :'.nt'i "llipci:irlistii' Thoy e:'c n l'L'

l,u-t th,-r ungvr-jr r.rriil c:i:ibjnc',.-l:',c"'cloptrtcnt ttf ncl'l-cr-'.1-'lnial ccuntrics has a

-1lo-1-iticr].i'cfl-r:ct:-r:n.Atl:"ii'isthis:anti-in1:eria'l-ismis'bhrustlnthc'#H:::;;:tl"li";lii; #*;";:,,:TLH,l.l,:l';I:'',:=;,,t""i ffiI"';;',o .

j-ntcrna-b.-.rrr',1 r,,prri.[i"r..l 1;:i]i ch i'ul,-,s th;i, c1un+;:ry, vlhich c-'ntroi-s cvcl'y

.l.SpCCt Of thci, iiVC:r, itllt'i Ch '':Cnj-i;e +-ht':t: c-lcn br)Uill'J.-''iS loi'if CI'r1Cy' ThC

spL)ntancOus .n.l-- i;::pcr'iil-isi s-:cntiitcnt's of thc tri"i';nt:i-ni-rns rcflccts 1b'hi.s

fnct, c-lcrl rf i;h-^1; :nti-rr-,p.-.r'i,ll-isr,r.is r:':t lully c:nsci:us, cvun if it' c'r'n

appu:',.r t.; '1,: lri,^,n-.pul-:ltcii try Gaitic:i'

Nowbhcscc')n;r:riictj-:!l$i)ilu!1ul:lrni:)'-lsilc";slt'i-fitit'sf:.:rMarxists'Thcy
cru,Ltr: air."eJ.y sl-i-nifi ce.nt cpcriin' " : ri';'1 *Li"r' :' ;r'crtcr a'nc" [iroeti:r vedr:e

calt bc insc:'tcll h,ct'.ccn rhc,l,,.*tuo=':nri Gall;j-c;'i-"lhc mr-sscs I'Jho' es wc

noint. ou-;,cp(re;ci''l).', :ric-:^.-'in i.evcl ,p:,-,'-otrt''l:i'.r;''inst G::1 tic::i'''i'i-r-L
not sr.r.{c.le,n_!.y havc b,,cn c rrror"t":-y b}inrlcc by icr.c:i..rnary chauvinis* of

GaI -,icri, :.1-ii: rugh ;f 
",r*a'uo 

r-frcy t'iil 1 'trc rf f uctr:i1 by it" li')5' cnn i'tic

p.:lssibi; b'iicvc th.a+; tliu chr.r.r.vinisirl (:f-it''"pto-i'':pui:iil-ist Ga'-t'tivr'1 is f;"':

si.itlc as bhc nrtil;ne.lisl rf ,;ir: irL;i.-iialrrr'1r,1ist !:'l:'.sscs. Eu[ "arqli\i1 p:;-n5

thc masses iir+".r .)ne s.'i1iri bl-cc witir g"liicr-; , c'iI::pl'-utc!-y unrlcr his c'lnt-;:''i- '

{:criiplurt,:,y biiil,-lLcd 1-y hie ii;", 9:'lio. -'Lc1-y t'rk'n -il. bi' his ci-t-vei:s;icn'

ncrs' thc silurticn is rid'ilIcci uith b:'-=ia" ccntri:'-icti'rns' hc suL-s :"n1y unc

.;ii inf; - ::c.-rctlonary ch.:uvrnj-=r,, s11:-r.i'I' G,r.1 ticri'' 
" 

; sccs' ebivc cv-r'ythrn11

clse, thrL blris is n:t i', gcnriinc :r.nti-rl:rpuri^.1ist strr'l1l:1G" 1ly lc rjiinf'' r't

Gal f1oyi, 1:.c t',t.lkcs c ,ncIuJ::-;ns bfise'il ,n--i-"'-"t'.o1"tc 1:'ck.':lf l"itl.:,: 
t'o

gcnuine antl.-ii,-rircri:lliSnn :f thc illi'LEiFjc:i" Ili: scts th'lt 0'r1y :'tS 1' l[:l-I'rJr

i;n.r-11c .:f i;lr-ril. it)c:..1- opprCsijor. l'or COlnr,1r'.'io Crrll:'tr, c1r'l'f'y situ':''ti ''n h:'S

to bc nc:,rsurcr r-1.,:.inst hi-s ir-lcr.s :f r.vllrt is 3,cnui;'lc .1nt-1 "1"h"'t rs tio'';'

NOthini: CVC.r (iualifies as 5',..nUine. IlVc-rythit'S iU r'l-irJet s rrV:;f $h'-'6l1ra'gr'L 1iJ

tho brcrw,..l;:rlncss cf thc ,,-"t"". And. tl.ai ls [irc si-tua']trrtl thrrt:-ilir t]rc c]"e s

cf Cri'r-l.r=.r.n in .rt"'Scn*rin.',. llr.ri:l:ir--hrtig rc;v:ivt:": e-r'--uniL thc btckvi:"'riln'-'ss ''lf
thc nrsscs an.i th., strcn,qth-o? c..riicrl in rl.ivcrtina: thcl;. But wc c:-nnc'b

base ,:;ul. tr;csiti-r.in :n ,'..istrrticns rvhich i-i;ncre uvcn b:lsic c''lnt'l"'icti-ons'
Thcrc ,rrc c;i1Cl.i:louS eppCrtunitics Optno"l up- f't'" rcvrluti-rniirY int'crVctrtj-on''

Alniost bhc ciiti;'o popuiati>n i.s rcitiy t': l"'i"c uir :r'*',s j-n -tcf cncc r:'lliitst
t,,rperlilJ-isi;t. irr.i;' t's, clcr-rcr than anyt'"in': nust be thc rvillingncss ':f ti:()

rnasscs to fti,ht ai::rinst irirl:cri-':-1isn. - t'hc s-;cntattcous tnti-irnpcri:riisr
of mi-'l-IiJns Cf wlrrl,,crs" 'Ih;.t s,tuatiorr prr:rridcs s'j lli:r'ny opportunitj-i;s to
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trI.

driveawccl.Se,,bctwcenG..lticrialrl.thcmaesCS-precisclybecause
Galtieri can ncvcr provicle a real rhefence, IIC U'ccausc tfuc uilsscs wil] be

nrre anll ncre reaily to ""tp"'it--;; 
; iua"- 'r'i"r' 

rLirects them ncre and norc

firnrly against r-ii"tt";oocts of impcrialist butchery'

lincl vre must n-.]t i3nore the urgcncy of.the situr-tion' liIe have outlined

bef..;rc thc ii,:lngorous i,;r,rlic.:rii;;; rf-*r, i*puri"fist victcry' For us' it i-s

rbsclutcly crucial thrt imputi.utit& is stoppecl' This clces nct Inc':rn fcr cne

sinqle seconcl itr,t *" thi k i;"t the existing spcntcneity is in itsclf
enough. on thc c:ntr*y, wo are quitc sylg. Ltat-it i-s not enourth - j-t ean

ncvor be enough to withstanr'1. 
-irtri 

thc military strgng!h- cf impcrialism
ancr. the illusicns which wiff Ui sown lnr-]' dcpr:irrtec" by Galticri anrL those

Ic..r.lers whc have ,..uthority. in thc eycs Df tire ,r.tssol. But the fact that it
j-s nct grrrltrrh .lccs not rtctinc it tui of cxistencc. The frct that if is not

cnrug,h ,loos nci-*on, that it rLccs nct --prr:viCe 
a reacly-marle basis cf a

prg5ressive nature for intcrvuntion. rrgis i'"3 not s:liclarisc curselvcs fOr

a nioinent vrith the'illusions rf tho masscs; but wc rnust utilisc wh-'tevcr is
proiiressive about thcsc illusicns to th* ul:::l: ':n:;'It"c 

vre arc nct
;;;o sts, but conteml:tihIc pcclantsrr (Spain' p'irb)'

Of ccursc trcth thc meinrri-ty e'nl.l- the p1.".j3rit$ wrnt to clrj-ve a wcCge

bctween G*.lticri an'-l the rro"s"s. But in our vlcv,t, thc nrnicrity iSnore
thc rerl pcsition of thc rmsses, thc rcel progrcssive aspect of thei-r
n:.tionaliim, tkie rc:I1 cpprrtunilies cpcncc1 up by their cletcrnlnrtion tc
stei;c a successful clcfcnce ag;ainst imperi:ili-sn. Ancr. bchinii r11 of th'et,
the ra:..jcrity i,_";nore thc re:rl thrua.t rvhich lnpcrir.lisi:t poscs. Thcy cl;r n'rt
look at thc intcrnr.tlonal balancc of fcrces, thcy i1o nct look bey:ncl the
bcrCers cf Britr.in ani'i sce the British ruling cl*ss nirt as a dec:yi-ng
scccncl-ratc pcgrer, but as i-i'r.thc front linc of reaction as the cutting
ei1.,o cf impcriali-siit.

Thc majority rre lecturing thc Argcntinian workcrs ab,:ut thclr
chauvi-nism in pre cisely those circutrstances vrhere it is the natli.onalism
of thcse unrLer attack frci:r irnperialism that j-s their fi-rst I1ne cf def,cncc.
VIe sh:rulcl bc streng;theni-ng that line cf defcnce - dcvcloping it in the only
dlrectir:n ln vrhlch j-t can be caricdr throuilh tc victory, rnther than iliving
lccturcs about hcw backw::lrc', arc thc workers anC the solriiers in their
stertine-point cf spcntanu.rus lntl-imperielism.

It is our trsk tc explci.t crntr,r..j.ictirns i-n cvcry si-tuaticn. But we 
)

cannrt clo that if like ctmrarle Cflro1,:rn v,Ic criinct recognise thcse ccntra-
rllcti.cns j-n the first place. ii.lc cennot d.c thrt j-f r,,'e lcok at the situation,
clecidle that it ls nct a genuinc strugp;1e aSainst j.mperialisn, an,,i thcn act
as if wc v'tish it wculcl Bo auray. There arc cnly twc vrays tirat it rvi1l go
&way - cither thrrugh a Buccessful ir,rpcrJ.alj-st victcry, or thrcugh ,.
successful clefcncc of Arggentina ,.-tgalnst thc inpcrialists. Rut the rnajcrity
who fcllovr Crrclen arc not cnly:luilty of ',ryishfuI thinking vrhich crJl nc:vcrbc any,luicle tc nction. Their position, if implcmentecl, wculrJ. bc a rnillicn
ti-:,tes lvJrse than ncrcly imel-cv.rnt. They are iallinp: fir thc withCr:.wa1 ofAr6entininn trorps when it is clenr tc inyone thrt that wcuil"l jnean an auto-m,rtic victcry to fhrtcher anc'l thc iiaperialists bchinct hr.:r. rt is a tr:,rvestyof Trctskyisn vrhcn we aclopt neutraliiy in a ccnflict betrvcen imperirlisni
ancl a ncc-ccIony. It is the cssence cf scctarinnlsri tc rlctach oursulvesfrcn thc real conflict bccausc neither si.le fits cur ccneept cf a gcnuinelyanti*j-upcriali st f ,:rce.

The idle srn behind the sectarj-an
ori ty muc lf thc fslanders to self dcterni-

We lcrvc aside the fact thit the rlemancl fr.>r sclf-cletorrnination
as i;lpcrtant hy Lenin in particulrr bccnuse it v.ras self ctetermlna-
an cpprcscrive stete pllver an,l thc foruntl,:n of a new nltion

of the r
nrtion. (

t ? was s. eenr. . ticn fron
statc - sD;rlcthing which htrs nrthin5 at all to iL: with sclf cleterminntj-on
of the islrnrlcrs for urhcr.r it ricans a guarutcc tr st.r.y uncLer tirc control ofthc impcrlrlists)" l,ile believe that j-n thj-s situati-on, self-,:l-ctcrilination
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has to be subcrr1.in..1s d- t:.thr, si,rui1l:as ft,,'ai itst tl:c inpcrielist inva$lcn.The b:rsis fcr i:,.-;1 n:l sc frcu rrthcdox Trctskyisrii h:s bccn ar.gucd in theclocument' cn polan c'l by Crnlr:r:Lc .icnes. But l'.re wculc'i hesaylng thrt ther rnyth.inir rEO cic vrlth sclf detc.rl,rinaticn vrhen
vo tc be hcnest in

rs^-t\ the fslancls rro pcri r.1ist i;arriscn" No-wit is poseible t ,';*ht cf self {ct crninati-:n, provit:Lccl ilrntthc IsliurLers ,:Lo nct call on the inperialist fIslnnds are not u scd- :'.$ an j.i.rr:erialist j ri arris.rn, That is uihet :ilnny of theccr:rades in tho n t, t al-thor-ti,:]r tl:cy have b'een a Ij-ttlercticcnt in sayin(. thrit openly. But wha t cllcs this positi_on ,.-lc it lays

c coulC n:t be
s et tc bcccnc thc siti; of an iii

ions on c

o be for the ri

rj,.:rrj-ty secia to beilcv
ur sup,lcrt fcr the ri

lcc t , provllle.l thnt the

of vthat it iire us in ro1:rti-rn tc

tu clcarly th:t r;i,'c do not accept

qht t,: sclf die tcrmln:lticn it subor-
, \ c cnilit

soffi:;

s
!"J45

.-rlist forces .,rn11 fun,:-rlalist aggressi:n. But thrt is prcciscly vrlratwe in the ririnority Co oPCnlY. !,1ic say q

s thi.rt right tt c,_.nslcleratitne

the right of the Is1rn:1 thc i:rperielj-st fl_oct tl prctcct
an''l in the f orseeablc, clrcums.b-iilccs r:ictc:.ninlt,icn wou.IC. ...ctua1ly t:re rn,

ul_
ers to cal 1 on

thern" \r,ie also say that in the exis

lr'1ty r'lo.

i;i'n6that is exactly what thc right to scl- fThercfcrc, we cannot suppcrt that rj.ght in a situ:r.tiln where it is nothin,-r,rore cr icss than 'a covcr f,tr thc irnpcrillists t,r lr.unch t hcir att,:.cks.
'rtlc sa.y this ,lpenl rather tir"-n ir,nini.,]
vrhe"t ocnc in thc n,r j

y an:1 vre jncluclc j_t in our poeitilr-i

thc rlght of the Isi at:ii. crs tr c:r1l- ior ir,rperl.:l1ist lr'otccti:n
Thcy se;" .ori-vni;c.ly that the;r, ilo ni.t ecccpt

but then
tite;z s"ry openly that thoy support the ::i-.,1ht of the Is_l-ancl.ers tr so.i.f-
d.ctermin:r,.tl )n whcn thcy knovr fu-1-I wclL that it irc.-ins dalling cn thc
i-mpe ::i a-l-ists f cr prctcc Llr)n.

It:s'truc thcruf,;ro t.hat cr-rr posit-i-cn hiLs as i-ts cost thc right of tire
islr.n:'rc'rs to seif-'ilcterniin:ition. Llut that is n,-rt eri-reply crir ch:i-ce - it is
n rcqli-ty iiitlrosorl by thc c:nflict. f t j s truc th,:-t tlic Isl,:tnd-ers .-rre
vlctims - but bhcy .rrc vicl:j-r.is first :rnr-l f ;rci';lcst :f ii:ipcrj-a1 j-sm vrhiclr has
crcatcd this sibu..ttion, trt,:iter.l this v,trr enrl hes us'i, the Isl-anlicrs as its
p,:rwns thc vlh,:j.e v/.:.y thrtui,thr. ii,rc fincl it str:.n,..c ti:at, cc:lrrcle Carclan vlhc
i.s so ourck to clentunee the chauvinlsn of tho Arilentinj-rrn iit,:isses is wny off
r.r.u}: ulhcn ii poniiril tc rcci,,gn-islni: tire orrcr'1; pro-i.n:pc::i alisil which blintls
thc Islr:,ncicrs enri c,-tnfiri:is them:,,,s loyal p.1v,ins of tl"ro impcriaiists. il'/c

finci it equnl-1-y stranlc tha,i ei;r-irl1'nrlg Cerol:.n'.,thc ]ras bnstrd sc i;tuch on thc
subjectivc intonticns cf G^,itieri -+.c thc *oin'b of l:ivin.g thcn n povrc'r in
the situaticn wliich they cculci ncvcr hirve, iin,rrcs ccnplctcly thc subjccti-rrc
j-ntenticns ,tf tfic Isla:rriers to 'uhe poi-nt cf c;np-l::cly ':tcnyinl"; the prc-
iirpcrlellsl-, pcwcr the.+- thcir- seli itetcrnin::tion 'vou-l-cl. havc. It is stranr,e
ttat .r ccnrn.l e viho is r,r,ill-ing tc rush int, ilccuriati,rns ebout thc nrturc
of the th'i.nkinil of th; Argc:ri:-nian nisscs shriulci so er-siiy bc'ablc tc lcave
cut.bhe::iajcr pornt of tkrc ls1anc.1crsr uchcclltion -rf thenselves. I{uch is
ii"t"Al ir"[ r*fr"t is ]-eft cut is t]iat they rri, a liistinct conir.iunity vuhlch

Now i'b is possible ip.:Lratij-ng rrc:r1 pr1itics tc iiraw ne^'t::i'l''els wirich

have no pcint of ccntact rrith lLa}rty. But ncither \iic n?r c'lnirr'lc C1rclatr
:.nc1 tirc nr.jci:ity arr-. invclve,] in that' sgrt of pcli tics. -We 

ilust nake sure

that vle i1c nct use it,s rncthoc'.s" We ce'nnct' i;:n':re ccntr::licticno' clcvate
s.)ae sur-'ace appesran^;s t: a signific.:tncc cut of alr proportion, i3'crc
scme lthel aspects of rcality, ani +.\en *ecrii:rus}y cxpect to i"rrlvc at a

positicn for c;lncretc inturvention. Alguin,g ...1;ain-st sectirians, Trctsky
had tc v,iarn ag,linsL exactly thesc thin'3c+ - thinr';s lvilicir 'rrc all 

""'1"-inc:'l
rvithin the rnajcritY Positicn.

Rig,httilrjuirhoutinfrctrthcprsiti:ln:fthc:'i'rj"'ri'tyreflcctsastr:ng
rnfluencc of i':',o.t.l-isn - ant', i'le"-Ij'sm is the opposite cf -t'hc Marxist
methorl. For ihc ijealist, }rlarxism iS nt bost lt sct Of ii"c:ls' The strugr]1e

r'cr l-lc.rxtsn bcccncs thc stru':i'Ie t': intcll-cctually c:'rnvince othcrs of th-'
,cr.uth :f thcsc iiieas, Invari..iiV, this luac':s the i''lcrtist &v'I'''Y frctr
rvorkers anC- thc stru,1;ig1c f cr r tirLtirt bcccncs suspcn':'"c'i rbrvc thc ectuel
cl-:.ss stru,Sglc. For, as is the casc in thc ]ra1kl:-nt1s, th9 actunl class
strugrll-e in cnc cruntry "" 

r-ri"tnati:1a11y is lllvr:ys riluch ]ncro ncssy ancr-
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tunpurer th,rn the j-,.r"ca]-.ist trua:rt6. ft is never gcnuine' It is Llways much

nlorc unpure then thc,[I.lrxist iio-nis.ts'Ji,el1, Th; rfiffcrcncc is that thc
Marxists sec in--thc cxistinir c:inflicts th,e prcf,ressj-vc poin!l f'?T,.intcrvr:n-
tj-on, thc points which ctn bc ilevclcpuci in:l revolutiln:lry ilircctiln' Thc

ir.lcalist sccs onfy thc *istr.nce betv,ilcn hi-s or hcr j-c'lca of -truthr ani wLtrrt

1s nctually hapi:*nir,-0. For thc iCe:rl-is:t, thc only thin[ thn't is roally
;;;onuine is his ir hcr idc.s. But wc s,ay-tlat thcsc iclcas gc iri'e1evant,
gnl,ss they a3c talscn thrrtui;h intor:vcnti,>n intl tho class strul;':rlc. Iilcillsrl
Halr s6;s11 finc vrhcn thc.lucsti,:r, id onc of cliErcussi:n vrith l-eft rcfcrillsts.
![c can..1]syr,r-1rs 13ivc thcm cur picture of truthe and. sh',:1',-h,)1'i rl,r11ty devint'es
fron it. But tiio srrnr-, ir.le:r1iir,r flcans ultir:ratist.i anc.[ scctl.rianlsi:: whcn lve try
to 1sc lt i]6 a basis for intervcnti:n. Or, nrrc often th.:u nrt, vrc try to
use it as:r. substitutc fcr intcrventiln. If they arc objccti-vo ablut it,
the i:rajcrity crnrac'les wil-1 scc that this is vhat h.rs ir;rpp-ncc'l :s far es
bheir pcsiti,:n in rcla.bicn to Argentinian wr:rkers and sclCilrs i" 

"rt1s61nr;{lcTirc nai-n thing th.:t,'ic have tc offc'r then is a lccture abcut hru lilron.:l
thclr i,1cas aru.'rrJc have maC-e iJr,)pagancla about our rlc:tls, l'';ithcut sh,:rryirig
v,irrlcers .n w:1y cf nrlving frcrn tleir existing lcvcls cf ccnsciousness e.ni1

thcir cxisting actlx s, t,t ti:.,rsc i.oals. II/e stress :r,t:rln, sl> thlt th.:re c1-n
be no c;nfusicn, thr.t rirc are in nc w.rty bcvuj-ni-l t: tho existini: lcvel of
ccnsci,,usness r:f the Arguntinien l,.rDrkers, On thc c,:,ntr,ir.ry, we are tryin,'. tr>
r-rn,1erstnnc1 it ful1y, to scc the c'rntrr,'lctirns v,'ithin it precis.,ly sr.' that
we will be :b1e tc cl_e_ye-Iop it in a rcv:luti)n.1ry,:1irectio.n. But inster{ cf
i;h:rtr uer thr,.ru:h t-EA H-nTtr:!-by, c::rie to h:1r1 a positi:n whicli, if put into
precti-ce, lrrculrl:ltcan exactly thc cpp'lsite r:f r.ryhnt rrc s'1y we i'tent n:st - thc
,:'lefcri cf inperralisn:. Our pcsiticn frr thc vithrtrriw-il rf thc Argentinian
trocps c,>ulil tlcver tiio.r.n thlt - all it coul-c1 lr:iei:.n is nn caslcr victrry f:lr
Thatchor. Nei-thc:: .:ur rire.tknuss in neth',r1 , nlr thc ri-isr'--str,::us c.ln$cquences
of cur policv ri,,-i al'rrn-y when \{e wrap thcrn up wj-th r:cvo}uticnary 1:r';p:..::rtrc.La.
Propagnnrlir wliich :lnlccs no c rnnecticn with thb exiotin,-; situati;n i!-ces not
co:rruct the f,aul-ts cf i,'lealisiu" On thc c,.ntruy, 1t is exlctly be caus., the
i:aj:irity are usinil ii'l.cr.lisrn th.'..t thcy crn crmc ti: 1;r.-',r'uce prcp.'i ,:ri1d,.. which
hrs n,l c:nnectrcn with ri-:rJ-ity. It 1s prcp,:1, :',nrl,r. wh.ich cj-ther 1.r,n:rres, cr
tells thc worko:'s t,: rcvelse the mni.n f:.etcr which:.rjuses them at the
mci:icnt - thoir sp.-ntr;neous hatrec1 cf linperiali-sn. It is p-r:pe.Il.n.'a v.lhich

, when it i,s thc mejorityrevrluticn (funnily c,nluiih
much tht: wcrkers h'rve boun r'!.ivcrte {) vrith.iut basing

thrt call cn thc exi-st.int ]r:1r-is rnrbilis:rti';ns.

The cri:irr,'les ln the mnjority ha'tre selrn the -lositiln thrt we vltul-d:triiuc
tc Arlri,nini-nn ur:rrkcrs. It is a p':,;i-tion vrhich c..:nnccrts very Cirectly with
the.cxisti-ng; ruvcl of spont:.ne,)us "ntilimperi.rlj-st rrrilit:rncy. Conrades mry
thj-nk uhlt they will of i'1. But'.hey cnnnct scrj-ous1y ergue th.r.t it fr.ils
to t.".ke up thc qucstion of ,1e,;pening thc wcclge betlveen Grlticri erill thc
rlesses. They clnnot scr=icusly ar6uc that j-t fails to shcw a way forwlrc1
to ilrecpen:rrr"1 extcn.l towards tho br.rii,',i-ng lf a w:rkcrs govcrnment,'olhat
exists r.t thc n.)r;rcnt. Thcy c,ennot rcally ergue thlt it flils tc fiiv* ua e
cJ-ass bascrl proflrrtr fcr interventir:n"

l.l,lc know that thcru' aro sorJc ccmralies whc rlevrluc thc i icn of {)ur
prcparin{, en:'l t'Lcvclciring an intorvcnti,rnist pcsiti rn f ':r Ar1;enti-ne. They
correctly scc their own imclsvance in the siturtlon. But for Trotshyists,
cur own irrelcv.:inco il ccs njt frec us, sc that wc can h"rIrl pcsitirns base,1
on misconceptlcns, arrivcd rt by the wrrn$ r,rcth-r -s, -,n.r. ,iisastrous in thcir
objective ccnscqucnccs. Hclv cen ri.ro sericusly be strugglinn: for ;:.ny rcIt v?.ncc
j.nsic],c the w,rrkini4 clnss .rnyiirftsre if lirc:rrc 1nca.1ri:bIu of sccini{ tho a.ctu.r.1
sltuati.:n es it is an:': a,,-ray flrlerd. in th:rt, sitr-lnti':nf cvon if we erc not
y.et 1ca.'.in;1 the i';orker,s involvca.? To,'ay wo::rrc inovitably is.l1..tc;l bccausc
thc inass of thc workin,1 cI.:ss is un-ler the 1ul,"lcrshi1: of thc Stalinists arr'!-
refcrnists. But this,I"ces nct ilcan that r:iro hr.vc to bucrric c,)nfirncrl in,-.nrL
strunilthcn thrt isclati-rn, lriopting ncth:,.l.s vrhich can ggg brcak it rlrwn
cr enrl lt. P:ut thnt is preciscly what tho r:rajrrity c;iln,:lcs erc iLoin5 then
they lroli ai thc Arg;cnbinj-an u,rcrkcrs,rn,i so1,li-crs anrl sec rnly thcir le.it1crs
an', th.l,ir .r'.rron8 i,ieis. fhat ls cxrctly ',vhat thc.y rru il.linii whcn thcy seu
t.he onJ-y rilo fo:: us r.s expl-:r.ininf wh'.t is vrrcng '.,rith the i l.eas cf thc
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14,spJntancously anti--lnpprial-is+" n'isses, Iic, wc niust s';art i;ff by roccgnisin5: .'.Jtrhat is pro3russivc iir th:t sr:ont.'tncru" ,.rt=-i::.puri..1isli. i,ijc nust etart of f ,!by seeing the lincs vrhich,rru rl-rer.tl;y existing loetv/cen Galticri anc thein3.asr}s, rathcr thrn by brc.nking tLioeL lincs r..lolin,11;r.r souinlr:)n1y oncchiru.vinist mess

llfe must bcvrarc, thc prcssurc to looir f :r rur y-ni.:r.:ic struglles which fitsone nbstractcr-l not,ir;n of rryhat is genuinc. Thcrc are r.rw.-.ys i:ristakcs and_eletnents of brckw:rrr1 thinkirrr.r in tho, workini.cl:ss, thcrc always will hcwhil-c they are uniler rcf:rilist an;l ,Stalinist ic:r.,1.rs. But wc clnnct, rctreatfrom those situatirns, wc hrve tc preparc cursclves tc movc i-ntc thrsesitue-tirns. ii/e hirvo to scc vtrhat ls-prJgressivc bonu^.th thc; surfacc ancl bringit tc thc forc. llcv,r, tlne an:]. a,g.rln it secms hirt we c..:t do thj_s when wointervt,ne 1n tsritain. Ilcver do ive scc thc wcrkers as conplctely victii,ie cf
the j-c1e,'r.s,,]f their 1<lr:l.er.s. Irlever c1o wc brsc our,.1srjcsst:tonts ci stru3i,1o onthc iniirecii-rte suir jectivc intcntirns cf th:s c whi: 1<:a.r them. i$,, 3.lp1ys loelifor and point tc the un:lcriylng class clyna:ric.',(e rievcr basc Sursulvcs cnthc esscssment thrt thasc strugiilcs which,.-rc un:lcrt-,kcn arc nct gcnulnc.
i'Je rhv:rys lock fcr tir,c pr,:gressiv. ulcncnt in th,.;u t:,'revcropr Thcn th:.t i-s
how it nust be with.,r1l stru6'g1es, evcrywhcrc, There is n;thini; cspeci-aIly
ilenuine about a workcrs strur5lc bccausc it Jccurs ln thc fr:.inewcrk of a
trecc union, rather than an anti-impcrirlist uass iitvc:lcnt. Its uicnnirii{: is
iliven to it, not by its crqrnisati:nal ir.,i,lcwDrk, nrt by thrlse whc 1c:1.1 it,
butl.bovc,r1l, by the b:rl-uce cf forccs, by thc rirobilisrti.rn, i:y thc issues
rthich nrL. cxpressc{, in wirs.tcvc.r r".istorted. f.:rm J.n it, by thc workcrs wht.
are ar:)uscC thr.Jul;]'r it.

If we believo that thc,rnly Sunuj-ns wlrkers stru31,1cs can occur un:1cr
. rcfcrinlst lc.r1crships cf one kin:i, inste,r.,i cf ref rrnist l-ca,'lorships rrf
nn,;ther, then ule arc n,ikin15 a b.:ril rnistake.',{e are ni:.kln,1 thc safic lli.st."ke
if ule bclievo' that thc cnly gcnulne ri'rorkcrs stru,.,.,1es v;iri.ch c.:li1 {)ccur :lrc
vuithin the frarnewcrl< of the typc of v,'crkers crii:.nis'rti':n t'lhich has becn
c,'.lnsr:l-i:1:.r.ter1 in the i:rost alLvenced cruntrics. Thc cnly thing that wc clrn sey
ab,:ut Brorkers stru-1lg,les in n:rss ref'rrn:ist tnli:le unirns, rn 1. vr.,trlec:'s strus{:Ics
j-n tnr.ss reforuist nnti-j.noerirlist novc::rijnts is tha-t thef ari:Iikely to occur
in llf fcront pnrts of thc lvorlr', - the f,;ri:rcr in thc r,1r)ro r,lvanccd, the
lrtter in the r!.Te b.,ckvilr:1-. 3pi1i.11y spcrkin,l-, the type of crg'rnisrtion
thr:utlli which wr-'lrkcrs stru?',1c r:iirror thc lcvo1 cf .:.lcvclopmunt of the
socicty. ft w,-rul-:L bo a strangc ki.nc'l cf M.rrxlsr:: lnrjcoi', whi-ch suS,rcstccl that
thc cn1-y genuine struf,;,;lcs were thosc lrririch cruIl cccur cnly in thc r13re
arlvancecl ccuntries. This is n,-lt in any vlry t,r su11i.cst thnt inr]cpcn(1ent urorkers
crli.nnisntirns arc n:t onc cf thc rnrst inpcrtent frctors ln any struilrle' But
it is tc': suitiicet thnt workers struilslcs can trke on levels cf indcpen':lence
v'rhich are nct br.st:ri cn thc types of crf,:.nisi.tii:n th-r.'u existecl thc i'lay bcfo:s.
And rt j-s tc ; uT i-lest thc lcvcl- an':l f;rli of r)r,,'aois1ti.rn :f thc workin5
class will n,:t in thcrirsclvcs,bci -:c whcth..r tirc strui','los of wrrkers arc
genuine or nrt" liic c.'rnn,:t thrcrv:i\i.r..y Tr,rtsky,-.n:i thc uir,lerstm;{,ini; cf thc
pclltic,r1 iroplic.:ti,-:ns of uncvun :ln,.l c;ilblt:c,:" rcvc1.r1:ncnt, so a s to bc ebl-e
to rlisririilss the arrti-1'.tperialisrn in Ari,e ntin'r. iis nrt i;cnuine .

Behinil thc surface in A.3r,ntin.,, thure are the u:rklni--s of a complctcly
i:cnuine.anti-i-rirperialisra. It can bc br;u1ht tr the fore in the strufri:Lc to
rlefenc'l a;r--inst thc impc::i-.1ist rttrck. Put:u';thcr w:ry, it v'riII rcceive a
heqvy blow if, at thc vcry r:tllitcht it is rirst ^,1'3ss6C 'rn,l iviclesprcrd, thc
s,oJntr.neous anti-i;lpcrialisn of tiro n,:lssus is c;nfrontc'-i by an inil:criaIlst
.rictr:r)'- iirl a.cti-on fu: which i:.ipori:.1isrn sh-,v.,s 1ts: abili'ty to r-crvcr its
prrpcrty an,-1..,',1 sciplinc thcsc who a.ct 1:1..r'irrs't at. Ccmrntle Clrclan'-lioes not
sec-thj-s" In frct, ho c.rnnct. All he c,rn sce is thc juntae an:i its victcry,
anri its d"cfe."lt" Thc tiiasscs 3re lr iilere shniLJv.I or r,tiri'or imai;i; - a nin'11u1sse
diroctilnlcss ccriiplct.ely ccntrclfe i pr.ssive t:li in the hinris ':f G':Itieri'
But in r,e - 1ity, it woiil'r no'rer bc thc jutlLi vuh,; rlef ertc'1 thu i.epcril'l-ists.
ft would:11-r,',rryo be thc so1.'iers, thu re'r.f c:.lnscriptsr fuc1lcr1 m"rybe by
111usi,;ns at,out G11tiuri, maybe thc vlctir:rs rf n'rtionn,l chnuvlnisrn, buL
fuell.ecl. :r1so i-n thcir d-etcrniination by a lcep .:.n:i wir'lcs$rcld- s1:'ontancilus
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flincsi anti-iini:cri,:llisra. A victcry ailainst thc irnpcrialig'b's wrul':l' frn the.:

t #';;il:ilsr"rialisn. uorl-irr"."--tirit, it woir'r crcate-bettcr a'n;L bctter
con.,r.itions f,:r Trotskyists to point to thc iuti-ir:rpcr'ielistrstrcni;'th cf
the a.rmed messcs anil thcir tuiiity til take cvcrythin;. they neoil frcnt

inperialism. Cor,tre.rlo C,1ro1r.n ,'.:cs not a.n l Cs.nnbt sce' thi's bccause hc is
blinclcrL by wiint hc is rooteiol, rt - nct thc anti-1Hle:r-alisir cf thc m'rlsscs

(bccnusc lt is not iqcnlr.in;) l]ut the chauvinisitt cf Galt-icri-, t'ihich hc thcn
tra.nsfcrs to thc maseu:s.

The majority positirn causcs sfne c:nfusion anlni'lst cDi::rrr'les. Is it a

war bctwccn tvlo 533rrrlf sj.inil'.r capit.'r]1st porrcrs? Is it a v+'-r b'tit/cen an

irrpcrialist pcvicr. an,-l a, ricn'ln1reriitist country? Is it a w'rr bct"lcu'n tulo

broanly sir:iii..r c,epit,rlist powors which will lcsc thc;ir brcr.'']- siniil-arities
lf thc onc tr'i:s to inv,lclc l::c,:thor? Is i! -'' war bctirrccn 

"cclinini:lmporiali"" 
-*n;-"rl-i,rlrori:.1i 

sm? irl-l thcse pcsiticns rnii lthers :rre hclri
o.iii-cn6st thc maj';rity. th.,t is why thcy are ntrh l1c'iinnitr{:; tt ri:vi;al rn
opposition tl tho TII,C pcsi-tion. In this c:rntcxt, SO has r',cnc a. lisservicc.
tl-tras, in an,.rttciilpt tc cqualisc our hcrror at Grlticri,:ln''.'Ihrtchcr,
f,rilc11 coraplctclV tc ,shr-,iv ih,, " 

.-1 l-1nk betl,con thc iiiipcrialist puppct
Galtieri airlr, thc i-n1rcrie.l:Lst mastors f;r whcirr Thatcher nlrw rcts. 1f there
,:irc cor1r1,,les lvhi start think1nfl th,rt thinl';s un,1cr Er:- ::in woulri be bctt.ct, Q
or s1:-rt thinkin,; tlat it is the Arl:lcntinia-ns wh': havc'ienieC thc ri""':'ht to
scl.f ,j.eti;rmin.tticn an''- ctncl-u,:Iu that in sllnc wl-y it r:ti;rht bc r,-s'tororl uhcler
the Errtisf), thcn we cann.)t rolI1y bc surpriscll. Thc pr,rr'iuct cf i,1ea1isln,
fabriintioli ciistorticn an-L scperatlon frnri rerlity nrc nevcr surprisinll in
thc "lcpths of ccufusicn thcy i:ri''rucc.

Ilut on ttris qucsticn, wc cennct just lo.:k anr', scc lryhcthcr Galtj-cri ls
likcly to fall. As thu m:rjcrity cci:re4cs pcint out., t'Ie arc first anii
forencst c-llcernec'l lvith wcrkers stru;;,i.Ics. il{c c:.nn:t arrlvc rt cur positions
of 1-itervention by b.'.sin,; curselvcs cn thinl<intl (cspccir.ily vrhon it is
iclealist vri-shful thilitin,";) ,rn wh:rt is likcly tJ h.rppcn above thc hu.rils of
workers. Nor cr"n wo b,'r.se lur jrr:siticn on thc lcsire tc sce Grlticri fa1l.
SJe h,rve tr b.'.sc cur pcsition, insofu rs it rolatcs to Grlticrits hclri on
poylilrr or'I DUr r"i.csire tc scc thc wcrkinil class br:-ng hir:r'lcwtt. Dr-'lt':ra1iscd,
sufferin:, l-arqe ca.sua1t1's, the victims of bloorly lilperialist :',j.sciplinc -
thc wcrking; class will have Yto :tutcui.rtic a,1v:r-ntalic if i1f t.ieri is brouirht
;lown.tc be rcplaceri by anrther Gnltic;ri. Bccr.use i'i-ltie;ri as 2.n in,-1ivi4uaI
j-s rrct i::rport.-nt. ii,ih:rt i-s iir,portant il tlic class ah:l. the srlcial la.ycr on
bchalf cf wh:m he rulcs - tn,: cr.pi-talists an* thc mili-trrY. Thcre cculC bc
ao bcncfit if G.rlticri fc1lr to bc rcplaccrl by his shaclol, abcve th- hcacis

:of tire i-'.em,:rcilisc<i. vJJrkcrs. Mcre then t,hat, it is prcciscly in such
circumst:inccs, a-ftcr thcy havc stcai.l t:rgetlrup 6t;.ai-nst thc iilt;:cri:1ists i:rnr1

lost, th.;-,t vlcrker can mcst casily b.c turn,:i'l ergaiast w':rkcr as opportr:nists
j..:ckey for positi,)n abovc thcir hcaiis.

l,llh''.tever posltion vre cnicr'Ie wrth, it rnust bc .1;rrcocl that wc :i.]ic Ilrf t
just stanrlin{ on the sicle lines, h,rpi-nsi that Galtieri ilets sr:rsher'1.. 1{c have
to 1;ive that h:pe rcal c>ntont - by r,rhi)ra, unilcr vrhat clrcunsti'rrrccs, thrculih
what process.

But therc is mcrc then that. llre nust rcccgnise that thc iiiiircliali.sts vrhc
prop up thc Galtieri reillile vloulii bc strcn5thencil - in thcir L',lrect
influence ovcr the re;iirac, throui;:h any rlcfeet,rf Argcntin.'r. Grltj.cri:night
Sor but thc c.rpacity,.rf thc iinpcrialist tlr prcp up the rc,gltne that fo11or4's
woulcl. ntt - cn thc contrr.ry, it wou1rl bc lilany times [rc,:tcr. Alrc:ii1y v.re scc
thc inpcrialis'bs startini" the process c1 .-..ppoiritin11 thc succe€iscr tc
Gn1ticrl - wlth Lnili Dosc as thc fav,.:ruritc :t thc mlilont. Cvcn more "'o we

soc h:)vJ questi-,:ns of n.::tir;nll riiihts..r.r'e inrrolvcr.l whcn v;c scc the im1:erirl-
ists srctting rcacly to usc their vl:rr ns thc mc:-ns tc r.ppoint thu next
Arfi cntinian i1'cv <;rnmcnt.

llut as we hrvs ,:lr1luccL, ,:,- d,cafe,lt for thc irepcrlalists, cvcn if ricli.lcrci',
"un.:er tlie lrny ccnn:l.nii,cf Galticri, irl+ul:i clrun up possibilitirrs I'rhich rrc
thc cxact opposite - pcssibiliti.cs f::r e wlrkin,., cless ettibckienoil 1iy a
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oursel\res to this fect by n , Y'/eshculcl be rnakln; quitc cl-c n'L rl:n.-ci. cf .r bl_ooc!.tirirsty rci:irile,
cmbclilcncrl by niiit.uy victcry h,-.lf iY,ay acr,f ss thc wcrl''1 , strcni,thcnccl bythe failurc i:f any silniflc:Lnt ir;orki-nl cl-ass )pilc$1ti)n ln,l'the :lctivc

hc nti-ii:ti:crl:llist llr.ss iutcrnrti,;t:;:11y.
It seenis aln:rst inc.:ttccive''-1u thrt wc shr:ul :'- ch'resc thj-s r::i:ient., whcn
British ii":1:r-rialistit halrl:.unchcil tho biSir,est post-r,,ra-r irrvi i:.,n forcc he1-f vralr
acrcss thc ul.lrrl,i and is i.n thc pr=:--rc,;ss ;f vrinnin:. .:r bloc iy vlctor;,, te
annDunce thnt British pr-,.{Gr i-s ilccllninil. Thc Ara,;cntinian r;>rircrs ,:uiil thrse
riiillions ,:f cthcrs wh::sc strf f-rini is tilorc r.cut,; eech. :iay i:ccr..usc ,lf the
tirlirtencd cir,rins,of British ii:ipcrialisr:t wcul,-', 1:rui-,ir in our f:rccs:ln..l. tcl-f us
to c::rrc rlcwn fron our clou,L.

U timi-..ti-sn iln,: s c tic,ehnc..ise6 Df tliu nr :)rl- J {:LUr,.i it mrkcs

il,lpcri:r-1ist ru-l-in,' cless. Ins'bcir,' r-rf blindlinr;
,-!i'rscllsC abrut thu,icc_l_inii:,,,: r:Io r:f Ijritain

:.r thc ;irc

em rse ur nil- :;ri ccHJ'a .l-cs itr cf f r.rct cal f,fr 'ln iHiil -'.1t"[c ,'lcncral
strikc a-n,:l .'l revcluticu. But in r.-.1itye they lr bclicve bh':.L thc Ali,entln-
ian wcrkers can frer; thcmsi:lvcs cf thc b..ckrv,:r.z"il rcrctirna,ry ch:'.uvi-nisni. fn
cthcr wcrrls, thcy kn...:vr th,rt thcy .:rc puttini f :rwer{ an ultin:.tist pcsi-tion
'rvhlch ean ma.hc n) ri,1tcri.ll impact,:n thc;\riluntini-s.;r x,trrkui's. l-lehin:1 thcir
ulti;'r-.tisn is a Cecjp pcssiraisn rbout the canaitity tr,l rcsp':n'1 to.Lny pro-
iilrcssivc lcarcrship ,f tho Argcntinian workcrs. '..(c '.c nirt c:ill fcr en
imncr].irtc rcvrlutj.cn. But vlhcrc thc nr;crity can scc enly -:rrDblcrt'r.s,
wcakncsscs lani'. backvJar,lncss, vc scc cilntr3.'.1-ictioiis, tirc rajnl- pril';russivc
clemcnt of nass nobills.r-1 s1: ,nt:r.noous -.riti-i i:ri1)c:. ir..l-rst s..ntincnts, ancj a
rerl way fcrweril frr:n thc Sartxrg point lllri-ch i.lcllr-.nl-l-y uxists. Bec:.usc
whcthcr wc 11kc ib cr n:t, the shrlc Ari,;cntininn wr>rking, class (v'rith thc
Liny excciltitns ,..1i-scovcrc'i by ''cf -atists il thc I'ritish lcf t) rc,'.'rrcL tircri--
sclvcs es in an anti-im1t.r"ie1j-st strui1lc. Thc r,r:.jority havc niLr'lc too nuch
of n llistortec'i vj-eu,',rf th,, wa.y in whicir tkro islandcrs scc thor:sulves. ItTovr it
is timo to trkc prcp\.:r'l.ccount cf thc strul::1i, thit thc Al1,1cntinlan wlrki-ng
clnss seci thuixsclvcs as f-L:-htini;. Thcy h:vc crc:rtcr'. t st,.r.rtini:, p)-int tthichr
luj-th all its arrrlpal'.ictilns, r','c can d,7-norc oni-y if uc nre s'uctrrinns. Thc
fact 1s that the rc is ncver crel.tc'i :r perf cct sj-tuati:rn cf strui;'Ic. Thc
workin;. class docs n:t crrcry'r,ihcrc cDmpri-sc:,ni,y c:nsciii,Lls rt'rolutilnarics.
t/c :'"rc 113t ev.;rywhore j-n thc I c,:.-lcrshi-p rf tirc *':or=kin,1; cl-.:.ss. T1,"lsc tutc facts
Inean that if tro t{ant tc }:t:tvc i;rythin l t't -.:i ',;:Lth tir+ stru,';,.1cs cf v-',)r}rors, v;c

havc tc start of f fr:-.li thc un.,:c.nuine , xrussf , n3i1-rcal strui,,;1cs v,rhich rvorkers
thunselvcrj rri.c ir1. l5at is hor,.l it is. nut bh:rt is cnly part of th<; story' Tho
other p.?rt is th:,.t cvcn vi-th tir<,ir br.ckivrr'1 c;nsci-'usn<;s$, (:,vcn behj-nll thcis
rcfcr:rist 1c;.,.i'lcrs, rycrkcrs r.i:u cti1l thc rcvclutii)Ilary c1r.ss, thcy .:r.rc still
throv;n into stru;:;1cs ,lhich c:'Ln bc i'ievcl cl-r;ll i.n i,r. rcvoluti-.in:lry "'irecticn,
there ers aluays prolrcssivc cl.;Itlunts in tiruir spcnt:',nclus ilriliiirncy. V'ie

Cr;ltc for iursclircs :l ut(;thyl, an I : rof c ri:h-ich .'.usrirnt.;us our own irrelcvancc
trrlc sit an., trli.: to e;r.ch othcr.:.b:ut an t,1c:r1iscii, :r.istortini';, irrclcvant ''rnc.l"

sl.mplyf'rlsclieroftruthrv/hileth;realt'ruthis'lluin'rcrcrtcclinthcreal
worll - in thc strul;'.Ics which tctuaily cxist.

iIJc s:ry tc .-r1-l- olrr c,:i:irarlcsi the n:.. jlri.ty 'cfinc r pOst i"tp"riali-snl intc
oxistcncc. Thcy..Lcfinc thr: stru,'i:1e fcr n.rticnl-L rir"l'I'r,s n]1i1 i-lrelllccratic lcr{ands

out of cxi.stence. Thcy prcs;nt ,.':, vj.ovi ,:ln' crncurltirn cf tti- strul''r11e i"nl'l the
;;i""rr-i1.,"-riiti"r, mlr-ni. class which is b-sc': :n r,. rl.istortc'-1 vicur ri:strictcii
to vlithin nai;ionr1 brrrlcrs. Tircy h-.v,.; no rill .r,-'sition f :r thc ArSontinia-n
*orkcrs - an.1 thun try tc coiilpc;s..,tc l:y r.bstrr-ctc{'. pr)peii'r.n'lisn i.rni'. ul-timatlstii
,.vhich nrrkc thinils rrcrlc. Thcy frcczc thu nasscs an'l G.:Liti-eri intc one statlc
bloc .l.n,r. c:,nn,l{. scc vh: i s r'.;)l-n1; rltltorc. Thcy rijcct thc i::asscs in struaii';f e
qs chauvinist bi,causc.rf the ,-.lt*"" of th.,ir 1:al-crs. ilhcsc i'.rc thc fcitures
Of s<rCtari:rnistii - thcy Lrc thc f c-'.tures lf a ;::ctito':'l t'lit-i ch ivoulrl' ':t bcst
ci:nfirm our own irrclcvrnce for all tir,tc. l"ic ilust rcjcct thcn. 11.5.82


