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WSL PLATFORM: SECOND DRAFT

(This version contains a number of amendments which ha, e been
accepted and incorporated in the text. The amendments which will
be voted on by the fusion conference will be circulated separately,)

On page 21 (the section "The WSL and the. Fourth International')
_the order of the th.'rd and fourth paragraphs should be reversed.
. The paragraph beginning "The WSL fights for the political
-regeneration...." should precede the one beginning "But the
reconstruction of the FI...."
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The fusion of two revolutionary tendencies in the British labour
movement to form the Workers' Socialist League is in our view a

major step forward in the fight for the method and principles of
the Trotskyisi. . Programme,

T he fusion is the most substantial since that which brought
about the formation of the Revolutionary Communist Party in 194l4.
We embark in 1981 on the building of a new organisation confident
that we can cerry forward the political gains of those militants in
both movements who have learned the need to intervene in and lead
the struggles of the working class if they are to culminate in the

revolutionary overthrow of the desaying and degenerate capitalist
system, ‘ :

PTO



C pitalism is inseparable from the exploitation by the bourgeoisi.
of the working class 'at home' and (since 'advanced' capitalism
became inperialist) of the workers and peasants in the neo-
colonies and the colonies abroad,

It is a vicious system geared to buttressing the strong
against the weak, to serving the handful of capitalists against
the millions of workers, and to keeping many millions in
poverty so that a few may prosper, Capitalism exalts property
and degrades life. It is at the root of the racialism and nation-
alism that poisons and divides worker ageinst worker. It is a
system of massive waste and social disorganisation, and at the
same time it forces the working class to fight every inch of
the way to better or even maintain its wagcs and conditions,

Having once been progressive, in that it developed, in the
‘only way then possible, the productive resources. of humanity,
it is now a totally reactionary force in history. .Its cexpan-
sion after World War 2 gave it merely .the appearance of health.
By the late 60s, the boom had given way to crceping stagnation,
followed in the 70s and 80s by the ibggest crises since the
30s.

Today the ruling class can keep their system going only at the
cost of largc-scale unemployment and attempts to cut the living
standards of workers in the 'rich' parts of the world; of
massive starvation and bloodshed in the 'poor' two-thirds of
the world; and of the ever-present threat of the destruction
of humanity through nuclear war.

The only way out for the working class is to take power
and bring the resources of the modern economy under a rational
working class plan. Having overthrown capitalism and cstablished
social ownership of the means of production, distribution and
and exchange, the working class will build towards a truly comm-
unist society, in which at last the principle will bec: "From
each according to his or her ability, to each according to his
or her need". : 1.8

'
THE CRISIS OF LEADERSHIP

The working c¢lass is the motive force of all real progress.
But the present condition of the labour movement prevents it
from playing the role - which it alone can-play - of rcvolutionary
reorganiser of society. The existing labour .organisations are
under bourgeocis or Stalinist dominstion in varying degrecess
This domination shows itself in a thousand different ways, but
chicfly in the conception that the working class and the ruling
class have a common interest.

This crisis of leadership manifests itself absolutely in times
of decisive clashes, in the defeat of the class. It manifests
itself relatively at other times in a loss of cfrectiveness in
struggles on wages and condtions,

The social democratic parties are controlled throughout the
world by a distinct group of Labour burecaucrats, dedicated in
"general to diverting the mass parties way from the kinds of
direet action which alone can defend and extecrd workers' rights.
These same careerists and manipulators control the trade unions
in many parts of the world, where they play the same role.

Elscwhere, however, it is the Stalinists of the Communist
Partics who have captured the leading positions in the labour
movement and who use them, not in the interests of the workers,
but in the interests of class collaboration.
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Nowhere in the world today do the workers'vofgéhisations rcflect
and represent the willingnéss of the working class to fight for its
basic needs and for a solution to the world crisie,.

At the hands of this leadership, workers arc persistently held
back from spontancous struggle, diverted and confused. The ind=-
ependent strengths of the class iscnot: fully preparcd or mobil-
ised; the independent interests of the elass are always dissip-
ated in compromise and-collaboration, Where, despite this leczdcr-
ship, the spontancous struggles of workers pose the guestion of
bower, the process of leadership betrayal ensures that the class
is politica%ly unprepared to answer the question in its own
interests, “he strength of the working class i's blunted in its
day-to-day struggles and in those politicslly more significant
struggles where the question of power is posed,

The continued existence of world capitalism to its present
over—r%pe stage is the direct result of this crisis of leader-
ship. “ime after time in the past decades, in country after
country, in rcsponse to the convulsions of what could have been
capitalism's death agony, the workers have moved against
capitalism, Tach time the apparatus of the Labour organisations,
political parties and trade unions has held the class back,
demoralised it, derailed it, deflected its blows from thc weak-
est points in the enemy's defences; in every decisive clash
the workers have been misled to bloody. * defeste. Under this
leadership, every single major gain of the working class has
been threatened, Even where the strength of workers has been
the major force in toppling reactionary governments, the politics
of class collaboration has always left the working class vul-
nerable to the threat of bloody counter-revolution.

Capitalism, the most dynamic ang adaptable systenm in human
history, has survived despite the murderous crises by which
it has been wracked throughout most of this century, If4dt is
permitted to pay the necessary price in an ever-increasing
toll of proletarian misery and degradation, there are no insol-
ublc crises for capitalism. The bourgeoisie will not fall
automatically into history's abyss. It is a highly consecious
force, struggling for its positions, capable of defeating a
misled and ill-prepared proletariat time after time and even
of dragging it down into nueclear war. The victory of the prol-
etariat depends on consecious preparation, on its ability to
struggle effectively and successfully to deliberately take
control of society out of the hands of the bourgeoisie., (And
this consciousness is the necessary prelude to the scientific
control of nature which is the pre-requisite for socialism),

' The Communist Parties were founded after World War I to
-oppose the rencgade Social Democratie apparatus which had
. become the ha an of the European revolution. The results
of the Social Democratic betrayal of the post-war revolutionary
upsurge were to mean the isolation and degeneration of the one
victorious workers' revolution, and, within a decade, under
the inf luence of the burgeoning Stalin dictatorship in Russia,
the new Communist Parties began to play the same sort of role,
ever more openly, ever more treachcrously - and far more effect-
ively in that they claimed to carry the banner of the October

Revolution : :
x successive

Despite their/acts of renegacy, it has required a whole hist-
oric period, the experience of the Hungarian revolution and the
break-up of the Stalinist monolith, to present again the oppor-
tunity for the solution of the crisis of proletarian leadership
in the building of a new mass workers' international and of new



national sections of this international revolutionary party.

Through giving an independent and practical lcad on every, issue
facing workers in struggle, through building & base in the :
working class, the WSL (and the TILC) arc determined to fulfil t
their responsibility in this historic task.

THE TRANSITIONAL PROGRANNE

In the epoch of social democracy, bcfore the international
labour movement collapsed into national fragmcnts at the f@et
of the warring bourgecoisies in . 1914, socinlists operatcd with
a minimum programmec and a2 maximum programmec,

The maximum programme was the millennium, the ur-.een gogl in
the far distance, the. subject of asbstract propaganda, hollday
speeches and moral uplift; the theoretical property of_an Ql;te
within the loosc parties of social dcmocracy, The minimum ‘
programmc consisted of limited practical goals and the immediate
aims.of. the working class. The failure of social democracy to
link the daily class struggle with the goal of socialism led to
its gradual accomodation to capitalism and cventusl collapse.

The communist movcment, reorganising itself during and immed-
iately after Yorld "ar I, .based itself on the need for the
revolutionary working class struggle for socialism- and rcsolved
"to have donc with the minimum/maximum division. It opposed the
reformists' consignment of the masses to passivitye. ’

It declared: "The alternative offercd by the Communist Inter-

- national in placc of the minimum programme of thec rcformists

and centrists is:- the struggle for the concrcte needs of the
proletariat, for demands which in their applicdtion undcrmine the
power of the bourgeoisie, which organisc the prolctarict, and
which form the transition to the prolctarian dictatorship,

even if certain groups of the mosses have not yet grasped the
meaning of ‘such proletarian dictatorship".

Following the isolation of thc Soviet revolution and the
cbbing of the prevolutionary wave that it generated, and the rise
to powcr of the Stalinist bureaucracy in the Stoviet Union,
the intérnational revolutionery aims of the Communist Internation-
al were abandoned in f:ivour of thc policy of '"puilding socialism
in one country'. The method of the transitional demands of the
Communist Ineternational was discarded by all but the Left
Opposition, led by Trotsky, which eventually beceame the Fourth
International. Its founding document, the Transitional Prog-
ramme,- sumed up all the previous revolutionary experiencc of
the communist movement,

The decmands of the Programme have been widely misunderstood,
ignored, . or opportunistically distorted in the LO years sincce
they were formulated. But in today's class struggle, the capit-
alist crisis mpkes absurd any perspective of systematic rcforms,
There i&.a growing contradiction between the rcadiness of the
working class to fight and the determination of their official
legders to betray, which means that the struggle for transit-
ional demands (and the kind of independent workirng class organ-
isation to which they lead? offers the most éffective way of
challenging and exposing the labour burecaucrats.

- Future c.dres of the rcvolutionary party will be found among
the fresh layers of workers thrown into conflict with their
nisleaders in the course of the class struggle, But forces
drawn from a middle class milieu will bccome a drag on the
building of the movement if thecy do not acquaint themsclves

- at first hand with day-to-day struggles and problcms: of the
workers' movement. ' g
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Day-to-day struggle alonec however does not ecreat communists,
-and a fight ngainst middle-class dilettantism must go along
with opposition to any tendency towards syndicnlism and n~tion-
alism among worker comrades. It is in this process of strugzle
that the selection of comnunists takes place, At every point
the intervention of Trotskyists must be ainmed at developing 2
perspective for wictory and taking forward the political und-
erstanding and consciousness of workers in struggle.

A readiness tofight for the demands and methods of the Trang—
itional Programme, and to give leadership in all struggles
= no matter how partial - must be tho general orientation of
the Trotskyist movement,

The interventions of Marxists must flow from an understznding,
given the deep crisis of leadership, of the political signif-
icance of even some apparently minor class battles. In the
course of the fight our understanding of the programme must
be deepened and developed ~ particularly the knowledge thnt its
correct . application is not n formal question, but derives
essentially from a corrcet understanding of the period through
which the workers' struggle is passing,

Whatever the struggle - whether it be for transiational demands
or simply on basic union rights - Trotskyists must resolutely
draw’ the lessons from the conflict with the tradc union and
Labour bureaucracies which will inevitably result from the
struggle sooner or later, in onc form or another. Our mcthod
is not to denounce the bureaucrats &s a ritual, abstract, prop-
agandist routine, but to spell out the steps needed to win the
struggle, to secize on any positive steps taken by the bureaus
crats, toc put the bureaucrats to the test; to denounce them
when they sell out and sabotage the struggle, to draw the
lessons, and to build new leaderships in the workers' movement
based on these lessons, :

Our intervention must be based firmly on our apppaisal of
the counter-revolutionary role of the reformist .+ &
bureaucracies - but must secck to help workers learn this truth
in the course of the struggle, not simply to confront them
with a ready-made conclusion based on our pcrceptions and our
experience,

Ye are convinced thot the method of the Transitionnl Programmc
consists not in the mere repitition of the words on its printed
pages, but in the actucl mobilisation of the working class ind-
cpendently of the class enemy, and in conflict with the burcau-
crats who aim always to tie them to the employers and the cap-
italist order,

We cannot make it a condition of our participation in any
struggle in the workers' movement that it should begin with a
rounded programme, including correct positions on governmental
questions. To say that only movcments with a worked-out pro-—
gramme can be successful would be to miss the meaning of the
programme, which has the ccentral role of mobilising the ‘ind-
cpendent strength of the working class and raising it from its
existing levcl of consciousness to a grasp of the nced for
socinlist revolution in confrontation with its bureaucratic
leaders and the various centrist and other hangers-on.

For these reasons Trotskyist work in the unions, while grounded
on the programmatic principle of working class independence,
must be fleixible in form and organisation.

The WSL will work for-a genuine mass national rank and file
-movement, aiming to unite workers for militant policied,
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transform the unions, establish rank and file democratic control
and oust the bureuucrucy. As part of this work we will promote
rank ond file caucuses in. industries and workplaces. Within any
such rank and file grouping we flght for communist policiesnand
for communist leadership on the basis of our politics, raising
key transitional demands as they becomc tactically rblcvunt
while avoiding any ultimatism or sectarianism.

But we reject the mcthod of the British SWP, which limits rank
and file industrial groups nlmost entirely to.militant trade
unionism, and which uses rank and file groups as a substitute
for the struggle to call the bureaucratic leaders to account,
rather than as a means for that strugglc,.

In this we follow the method of the Transitional Programme:
“Pherefore, the sections of the Fourth International should

¢ always strive not only to renew the top leadership of the
trade unions, boldly and resolutely in critical moments ad-
voncing new and militant leaders in place of routinc funct-
ionaries and careerists; but.also to creat in nll possible
instances independent militant organisstions corresponding
more closely to the tasks of mass struggle against bourﬂcoi
societFeees"

Trotskyist must spearhead all struggles against attcmpts to
shackle the unions to the state —throu thirepressive 16p151ab10n,
incomes polioyy.court interfercnce, compulsory tarbitration? .
ete - or to the cmployeiks, through forms of workers' ‘'particip-
ation' and similar class—-collaberationist systems designed to .
suck lending trade union representatives into acting as an arm
of mun“gpment in the 1mp051t10n of speed-up, sackings and wage
controls, ; UE

For similar reasons, Trotskyists resolutely opposc capitalist
import controls, which effectively t;g ”OfkaS in any country to
nationalist efforts to pretect their 'owvn' bourgeoisie against
'foreign' competitors at the expense of orkcrs in othpr count-
ries,

All forms. of outside interference in the cmachlncry of - the
workers' movement - including the imposition of seerct or postal
balloting designed to split the mass strength of the working

class and pressurise trudb unionists as 'individuals! - must
be combatted,

At the same time the struggle against the reformist and
Stalinist trade union bureaucracy must include specific demands
for the regular clection of all.-full time labour movement off-
icials, for them to be subject to recall at any time, and for
them to be paid no more than the average woge of the members
they rcpresent.

In some countriés (for example, the USA, ‘rgentina or Turkey)
wherethe existing trade union organisations are . tied more .or
less openly and directly to the political parties or the .state

machinery of the bourgecoisie, the struggle for the 1ndpbvndcn0p
of the unions is obviously 11nked to the fight to break. such
reactionary links and, where appropriate, to fight for the
unions to constryct 1ndepcndent La bour parties to PLpPLSLnt the
class 1ntbrests of the proleturlat.

Marxists, following on the method spelled out by Trotsky in
his discussion with S“P(U 3A) leaders on the Transitional
Programme, fight for such Labour Partiecs to be established not
on a reformist platform but on a full and adequate programme
of “transitional and democratic demands, However, we do not
Ercsent that programme as a take-it-or-leave- 1t ultimatum,.

We rpcogn1QL that in the very break by trade unions from bour-
geols parties . an important opening coculd be ereated for the
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struggle for indcpendent working class politics. It is .important
that every avenue for propaganda and agitation on the class
divide between the labour movement and the organisations of thec
bourgeoisie is exploited by Marxists and the necessity for class
political independence retained in the forefront of politiecl
work in these countries, ' ;

In many more countries a fight is also necessary against the
system of stringent 'no strike' claouses insertcd by employers
who fullycexploit the fact that plant-level strike. action is
illegal and subjecct to vigourous repression by naticnal union
officiale, . »

Wages and social benefits must be fully protected against
inflation by a sliding scale of wages bascd on 2 cost of living
index compiled .'by elected committeces of workers and their fam—
ilies and must be negotiated at least every year; and workers
must assert the right to strike on any issue without fear of
legal penalties and bureaucratic victimisation. '

In the present period of prolonged economic crisis and reccss-
ion the fight agninst unemployment embraces two interrelatecd
struggles: the defence of existing Jjobs, and the organisation of
the unemployed alongside their cmployed brothers and sisters
in the fight against cuts in benefits, cuts in public services,

- and for mass action against the class enemy, :

Wherc jobs are threatened or factories scheduled for closupe,
we fight for the principle of the right of every worker -to a
Job, irrespective of the problems of fthe capitalist class, In
answer to capitalist pleas of 'bankruptcy' and the concern of
union bureaucrats to restorc bankrupt firms to 'viability' at
the expensis of the jobs and conditions of their members, we
counterpose the demand for the opening of the books of each
employer, his bankers, suppliers and distributors to clected
committees of trade ulitonists to uncover the real reclationship
of the particular firm to the whole system of exploitation.

We fight for the occupation of threatened factories, demanding
full-scale official supporting action by the labour movemeént in
the form of blakcking action, suvnporting strikes, mass defcnce
against eviction orders etc, ~ :

Against cglls by employers for redundancies we raise the dem-
and of work sharing on full pay under the control of elected
factory committees. “nd in each case we point to the necessity
for the nationalisation of major industries along with thc banks
without compensation so that the necessary plan of production
and. defence of . jobs ean be implemented under workers' management.,

We raise similar demands for nationalisation in our struggle to
organisc the unemployed.in the struggle against the systen which
denies them even the right to a job. Only a socialist planncd
economy could hope to create the 3 million jobs needed to wipe
out unemployment ‘in Britain.

- In opposing the capitalists' attempts tc drive wedges betwe n
employed and unemploycr workers, we scek to recrut jobless

youth and adult workers to Unemployed *“orkers' Unions, mobilise
these unions in action alongside and also directed into the

trade unions and. the Labour Party as a vigorous challcnge to the
reformist bureaucrats whose betrayals havg/helped the capitalists
crcate mass unemployment. +Aime and again,

In every struggle, we call for strike committees or occupation
committees accountable to, recallable by and drawing new militants
from mass meetings. We fight especially to involve women workers
and young workers.
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_ “hbrc the strugglc dGVclops broadly cnough to mﬁke it approp-
riate, we favour the further call for councils of action. We
tnke up the fight for these within the existing organisatifns of
the working class as a means of uniting it in a politically dev-
eloping struggle which can overflow the normal channcls,

Soviets - which can develop into the basis of workers' dcmocracy
- must by built out of Council-of-Action-typc bodies at very high
lcvels of struggle. They will only begin to counterpose themselves
to the bourgeois system as an altLPHQtIV form of government
when a serious erosiaen of the working class's acceptance of
Parliament has taken place, and whcn the state is in deep crisise

Depending on the tempo of the class struggle, this can happen
relatively quickly, Revolutionaries, by propaganda and by pract-
icnal work in the class struggle, will help to make it happen.
But a programme of building a system of Soviets in advéence;
_before a dccisive escal .,ation of the class struggle, would be
diversionary. Workers have to learn in practice th~t soviet-type
bodies can play a roleée in furthering their struggléss The
development towards workers' councils must be firmly linked at «
each stage to all the economic and politicel issues which can
at the relevant stage of the development of the_musu strucgle
arouse sections of workers to teke action. :

The future instruments of workers' power can begin life as
bodics designed to unitc and organise strikes for spccific
demands or to fight for the implementation of democratic demands
such as the relase of political prisoners, the right to demonstrate
or free elections to a Constituent ASSSpmbly. They may cven
be defensive in character, for example as bodies opposing welfare

.cuts.Revolutionaries must guard against formalism blinding then
to the variety of ways in which workcrs' councils can develop,
aometimes from quite unerevolutionary beginnings. They must
equally guard agoinst mystifying limited ecouncils of action,
equating thcm with one possible development from them, i.es
Sovietss A bud is not o flower, and not ecvery bud becomes a
flower, : .

As Bolsheviks we see workers' councils as represcnting the
unity and independerice of the working class and its historic
role in leading behind it the other oppressed masses. But this
does not mean that workers' councils are sufficient in and of them-
selves to advence the spontancous struggles of the working classe
The crucial role in the development of such councils nust be
played by the rcvolutionary party itself. We argue that lall rep-
rescntative organisations of the masscs must be alllowed to part-
icipate in these soviet-type bodies, and to fight within them
for the adoption of their DProgramne.,

Given political leadership from a duveloplng Tro tskyist party
we see such bodies as the futurc organs of workers' POWETS
At some stage in the struggle it will be the task oof revolution-—
aries to call for all power to devolve to these bod:ies and to
develon the mllltﬁry means to demand it. But it is crtmaﬁl not
to outpace the devuloplng mass movement,

In the post-war period, 2s the capitalist market mechonism
beecomes increasingly incapable of assuring the basic ncceds of
.socicty, the state has plcypd an increasing economic role through
nationalised industrjes and through state social secwrity
health and education prov131onc won by the working class, Bhese
new conditions meansthat additional demands not cont:ained irp the

Trap81tlonul Programme must be developed and taken up by Trot+
skyistse



8

In an area of production so closely related to the machincry of
the cépitalist state, the demand for the opening of the books of
the nationalised industriecs and public services acquires a vart-
icular importance,

On the one hand this will expose those sections of the banks
and those privately owned suppliers and contractors that profit
from the exploitgtion of workers in the public sector: on the
other, in manking clear the case for nationalisation without
compensation of these sections, and in revealing the way in
which the public sector is run in the interests of capitalisnm,
workers can use the figure.' uncovered to spell out the necessity
for workers' control of this sector as partc of: the fight for
workers' management of it, under a workers' state, as part of a
workers' planned economy,

In advaneing thils- challenge-to controlk:and propetrty Pights
assumed by theceapitalist state, thc struggle against austerity
cutbacks and closures in the publie sector must centre on the
fight for occupation of threatened facilities, backed up by supp-
orting strikes, both in the public sector and private industry.

We. seck to combine these forms of struggle with the fight for a
workers' government.

In opposition to public spending cuts designed to help make
private industry more profitable at the expense .of the working
class, we call for protection of public srvices against inflation
by automatic inflation-proofing of expenditure, with an index
assessed by elected committecs of workers in the public sector
and tie working class communities dependcnt on their services.

Ve will fight for the election of workers' parties' represent-
atives who have pledged themselves to base their administration
on the findings of thesc committees, and witl seek to have all
¢ - . public services controlled by these committeces on the
basis of their studies of local and national necds.

The practical fight for such demands is the crucial "bridge’
between the presentaactions and consciousness of the working
class and the actions and consciousness required to accomplish
the socialist revolution. It is thé task confronting every Trot-
~skyist in each sector of the workers' movement,

MARXISM

The basis of our activity is the scientific theory of Marxism,
the only theory which gives a clear understanding of present-
day society; of the necessity of revolutionary change; and a
guide to the revolutionary action needed to bring sbout that
change, Marxism is not a series of texts from the past but in its
essence a scientific method, which allows for permanent develop-
ment and regeneration of our understanding of the world aml fcr
defindktion and yet sharper re-definition of our action and goals
"in the light of experience. :

TROTSKYISM

Trotskyism is the basic Marxist programme of “the congucst of
political and social power by the international -working cl_ss
and, on that basis, the end of exploitation amd the setting up
of a system of democratic self-rule by the working class.

It is the unfalsified programme of Lenin and Trotsky: bame.
on the experience of Bolshevism - the most advanced practice of
revolutionary Marxism ever attained - it links that past with the
current struggles and revolutionary parspectives through the
Marxist method ‘of Lenin and frotsky, guiding the practice of
of revolutionary Marxists, Trotskyism embodies the world exper-
ience also of workers' struggles, including the defence and devel-
opment of Bolshevism by Trotsky and the Left Opposition, basecd
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i spendent interests . and leading revolu§1onary rolg
g? Eﬁz égg§§ngdclass; complete commitment to building the pgi}g—
ical independence of the working class and unshakeable hpstl 1ty
to class collaboration in every form, It was fought ou@ Tt
battle against the Stalinist politieeal counte?—revglutlon
in the USSR and against its pcisonous derivatives in the world
labour movemente.

Trotskyism means reliance on the independent strengt@, activity
and revolutionary creativity of the work ing class, wh}ch the
revolutionary organisation strives to relate'to andmobilise gn
the transitional demands. These can be a bridge betwcen the imm-
ediate elementary class struggle amd a working class drive for the
overthrow: of capitalism and workers' power. It is the prog-
ramme of the workers' revolution,:organically linked with the
pracbicrl struggle to aid its development. Therefore it is not
only a programme but a struggle to build revolutionary partics
to fight for that programme. "Thc significancc of the prog-
ramme is the significance of the party'. g

Its troditions are thos of the Bolsheviks @nd the Left Opnosit-
ion:

“workers' democracy; -

“ unremitting struggle for theoretical clarity;

* revolutionary activism on the basis of real and practical

identific~tion with the living struggles of the proletariat
and with all oppressed sections and groups whether in the
capitalist states or in those parts of the world ruled by
the Stalinist burcaucracics;

* unbending hostility to capitalism and Irreconcilable struggle

agelnst it and against those in the labour movement who stand
for its continuation; g o ' .

* war against all that is specifically Stalinist in the labour
movement; in the degenerated and deformed workers' states
irreconcilable struggle aganinst it and for political revolut-
ion and direct workers' powcr; o g e 3 ;
and wer on all (especially avowedly 'Trtoskyist') conciliati -
towards Stalinism, whether in the form of political accomod—
ation to Stalinist movements and mimicry of them, or the form
of theories of softening or disappearing contradictions and
antagonisms between the working class and Stalinism,

We base ourselves on the traditions of Bolshevism in both its
phases: on the experience of building the revolutionary party. and
making the revolution, and on the experiencc of Fhestruggle by
the Bolshevik rearguard against the Stalinist degeneration., We
are guided by the first four Congresscs of the Communist Internat-
ional am the fundamental documents of the Fourth International,
particularly the Transitional ProgTamme - all these we hold to
have fundamental relevance for current struggles, The Transtional
Programme we regard as the basic revolutionary progrgmme of our
epoch - the programme of workers' rcvolution, rcfined and flexibly
structured for use by an orgonisation of revolutionarics fighting
for the leadership of the working class in its day to day struggles.

DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM

The Workers' Socinlist League fights to build a revolutionary
party to resolve the crisis of leadership of the working class; a
party, democratically controlled by .an active working class
membership, which preserves its pol 1tdeal independence, makes
effective interventions in the day-to-day struggles of the class
that show an independent way forward, fights the idcological
domination of the ruling class, and is able and preparcd to lend
the waorking class for the seizure of power,

%



1A

Thg major orientation of the WSL's work is thus always towards the
working class and the labour movement, aiming to build an organisation
roo?ed in the workplaces and the working class communitiese The WSL
str}ves to develop as many worker comrades as possible into leading
9031tions in the organisation = a crucial task if the organisation
is to build strong roots in the class which will make the revolution.
Non-worker members of the WSL must learn to involve themselves as
closely as possible in the lifec and struggles of the working class
and. structure the rhythm of their lives accordingly. To . this end,
they will be assigned to work in labour organisationsy in workers'
districts and as assistants to the factory militants of the WSL,

Only a self-acting, politically educated and critical-minded mem—

. bership is capable of forging and consolida’ing an adequate revolut-
ionary organisation and of solving its problcms by collective
thought, discussion and cxperience, From this follows the need of
assuring the widest party democracy in the ranks of the organisation,
meximum participation in resolving the theoretical questions facing
revolutionarics, and regular and full information on all aspects

of party life disseminated through the leadership. '

The struggle for power organised and led by 2a revolutionary party
is the most ruthless and irreconcilable struggle in all history.
Alloosely-Init, heterogeneous, undsciplined, untrained organisation
is utterly incapable of succeeding in this task. .\ revolutionary
organisation has to demand unconditionally from all its membcrs comp-
lete discipline in all the public activities and actions of the org-
anisation, '

Leadership and centralised direction arc indispensible prcrequisites
for any sustained and disciplined action, espccially in an organisa-
tion that seces its aim as leading the collective efforts of the prol-
eteriat in the struggle against capitalism. Without a strong and firm
lecadership, having the power to act promptly in the name of the org-
anisation and to supervise, consoldiate and direct all its activitics
without exception, the very idea of a rcvolutionary organisation is-
a meaningless Jjest, -

It is from these considerationsi based upon the.experiencé of
international class struggle, tha% we derive the Leninist principle
of organisation, namely democratic centralism,. THis principle is
embodied in our Constitution and guides us in all our activities.

PERMANENT REVOLUTION

The diversity and complexity of many of the struggles in the colon-
ial and semi-colonial countries, ranging from the struggles of the
Indian workers and peasants, through the historic struggle of the
Palestinian people for the liberation of their occupied homeland,
to the guerilla war in Zimbabwe and the struggle against imperialist
puppeb regimes - defy attempts to put forward a general catch-all
programme of demands or unified pattern of tacticse But certain
political questions and questions of method reemerge again and again
and require a clear answer by the Trotskyist movement.

Firstly, the Transitional Programme correctly lays stress on the
leading role thiat must be played in the struggle of the colonial and
semi-colonial countries by the proletariat. Trotsky sums this up in
the formula of the permanent revolution. But in the light of opport-
unist interpretations of this theory in the post-war period we must
emphasise that the term pcermanent revolution is not in any way a
passive description of an automatic, objective proccss: rather it is
a strategy to be applied and fought for in practice by the building
of Trotskyist parties in each case, s

The leading role of the working class and its ability to mobilise

the support of the peasantry on a programme of democratic and tran-
sitional demands rests on the ability of Trotskyists to combat the
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i i 3 'fronts' and 'alliances'
programme spelled out in various cross—clqsg ‘fronts' ond 'vt
and to exposc the counter-revolutionary politics of Stalinist,
reformist and natiocnalist currents.

¥ 1¢ Transitional Programme stresses; ) :

ﬁsﬁgbg piiﬁary step thegworkers must b€ armecd wi?h thl? dfmocratlc
programme, Only they will be abl: to summon apd uni te -the fgrmgrs.

"On the basis of the revolutionary democratic programme, it is
necessary to oppose the workers to the national bourgcoisies’ Zempgas—
is added) :

This does not of course rule out the fullest practical solidarity
of colonial peoples in repelling military attacks of imperiallgm, its
puppets and agents. For specific and limited tasks under certain _
condtions the proletariat and poor peasants can - without making any
concessions in their own demand - wage a struggle jointly with scet-
ions of the 'national' bourgeoisie against the imperialist enemy,.

But it is wrong to scek to extend such temporary alliances to the
level of a long-term political bloc, in which the independent pro-
gramme and struggles of the working class and poor peasantgare sub-—-
ordinated to the political demands of the 'democratic' bourgeoisie in
the name of an "anti-imperislist front",

This 1s effectively to abandon the strategy of permanent revolution
~and adopt instead Stalin's Menshevik conception of 'democratic dict-
atorship of proletariat and peasantry'. Every attempt to lead the work-
ing class down the road of seeking only democratic rights must be
challenged 2nd opposed.

All recent events have shown that the national bourgeoisie can only
lead the struggle against imperialism up to a certain point. They are
incapable of even defending democratic rights that are scmetimes
momentarily gained, Iran has particularly clearly demonstrated
the validity of Trotsky's insistence that only a soci-~list revolubion
under the leadership of the working class can carry through even the
struggle for democratic rights., '

The alliance, as the Programme points cut, must be not with 'the
middle classes in gcneral' but with 'the exploited layers of the
urban and rural petty bourgeoisie'.

The culminating point in such an alliance must bc the struggle for
the guilding of Soviets and the demand for a workers' and farmers'
government independent of the parties of the bourgecisie,

The task of the Trotskyigts is through building revolutionary part-—
ics to carry out the patient propaganda work, agit’'ation and organ-
isation of the workers' movement and poor peasgnts around a programme
of democratic and treonsitional demands which start from today's
crushing material problems and lend workers and peasants to grasp
the necessity for the socialist revolution,

/. Bew tide of mass struggles is Jeopardising the status quo in
Latin Jmerica, This resurgcnce of workers' ang popular militancy
has manifested itself in different forms — from union conflicts in
Chile and Brazil, mass mobilisations in Peru and Bolivia, up to
revolution in Nicaragua. Such a flow of class struggle undoubtedly
represents a general, decisive turn - shifting to Latin ./merica the
main burden and maximum intensity of current soecial conflicts;

But the crisis of proletarian leadership proves crucial in such a
connection, as revealed in both the treachery of petty-bourgecis
leaders (Sandinists in Nicaragua), and in the cbjective or subject-
ive inadequacy of Trotskyist forces to offer an alternative,

The recent experience of the revolution in Nicaragua stresses the
role of nationalist forces committed to class collaboration with
the national bourgeoisie,
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Indeed, the petty-bourgeccis Sandinists have openly cngaged in coopera-
tion with capitalist forces, despite the total collapse of the state
structure., In this way the Popular front regime provides the condit-
ion for reconstructing de novo the bourgeois state apparatus, start-
ing from army and police,(progressively liquidating'tgc popular
militia), while harshly repressins militant workers, “his is parallcl-
¢d by an economic poliey respectful to foreign and loeal capitalisn,
despite extremes of destruction and starvation. Such o course is in
cbvious accordance with te Cuban (and Kremlin) poliey of "peaceful
coexistencc, :

This Nicaraguan '‘experience once more recalls therefore the need to
dismiss the false concept of permanent revolution cs a "democratic
stage" spontaneously "growing over" to a "sceialist" cne, .And it
highlights the necessity of combining a united front with petty=—
bourgecis anti-imperialist forces with a continuous exposurc: of
the limitations of their anti-imperialism, stemming from their incap-
aclty to break from the "national bourgecoisic', :

In thosc Middle Eastern and black African countries wherg ‘pro-
gressive' bourgeois regimes hold -swa. on the basis of 'nationaliscd’
industry, while denying the most elementary democratic rights to
the working class, women or national minorities, the task of Trot-
skyists is to elaborate a specific and conerete programme of demands
showing the path of struggle for workers' management of industry
an end to sexual and national oppression, and the neged for a
genuinely internationalist foreign poliey that can definitively
break these countries from the grip of imperialism,

And in rendering unconditionel support for national liberation
struggles such as those in Kurdistan, Ireland, and Palestine, it is
vital thét Trotskyists alsc spell out eclearly tc the international
workerr movement the programmatic bankruptcy of the existing petty
bourgeois leaderships of these struggles. '

A revolutionary, Trotskyist leadership must be constructed in each
case, which is capable of preserving the independence of these
struggles from compromises with imperialism or the counter-rcvolu-
tionary pressures cf Stalinism,- and which recognises the necessity
of rallying the support of the international workers' movcment,

The Transitional Programme clearly spells out the general principles
from which the question of a programme to mobilise the small e
farmers must be approached - stressing the necessity at each stage
for tle construction of independent organs of contrql by workers
jointly with the poor peasants, »

The colonial revolution in the current period can move rapidly
forward agoinst a weekened imperialisme But these revoluticnary
struggles will only achieve the possibility of leading to the over-
throw of capitalism if Trctskyist parties fight to take the lead
in drawing from the outset a clenr class line and elaborate a2 con—-
crete programme that in each case orientates to the leading role of
the proletariat., : '

In the struggle against imperialism in the colonial cocuntrics
it is therefore crucial for revolutionarics to baose themsclves
firmly on Trotsky's watchword for the united front in the advanced
capitalist countries - march separately; strike togcther! Such =
policy offers the only clear perspective to the struggles of the
toiling masses, and also the best means of cxposing the treachery
and inconsistency of the 'democratic' national bourgeoisic.

It is at all times necéssary for the working masses to pursue an
independent way forward in the struggle for thc class intcrests
of the proletariat,
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These basic positions and principle d conside atiops lead usftq
the following positions on the living and_;mmed}ate issucs on the
ideological, politicol and cconomic fronts of the class struggle.

WOMEN

We fight for full and equal rights for all women, for femalc ‘
emancipation from the male domination which throughout history has_
coexisted with class socicty and which has its roots in class soc=-
iety. We fight, in psticular, for the emancipation of women of our
class, suffering a double and triple oppressichy who have most
vividly been described as 'hte slaves of the slaves'.

Women's liberation presuppcses the rdot-and-branch reorganisation
of society. It will be one of the most profound revolutions in
history. Thec necessary social reconstruction demands a proletarian
revolution. Women's liberation is necessarily based on the prolet-—
arian revolution - or else it is either utopian, reformist or both,

Mass working class women's movements were built in association
with the early Second International and the Communist International.
They were destroyed by fascism and Stalinism and vanished.

Today a movement is being reborn, in idecological chaos - because
it has to rediscover so much, and becausc n o mass revolutionary
movement cxists to help it. Yet it is a healthy ferment, this
chaos, '

We are committed to the struggle for working class leadership
of the women's movement, which must be linked firmly to the working
class struggle for power, and ideologically educated to make that
Iink. At the same time the lsbour movement must be thoroughly trans-
formed so that women can play their full part in it.

A revolutionary working-class based women's movement must be built,
For the first time in history it is possible to build it at a time
when a mass female industrial proletariat exists, We fight to build
it and to draw the radicalised middle class layers of women towards
the politics of revolutionary socialism, which alone can lead them to
achieve thc real liberation of women, keeping in mind an imperative
necd for a sensitive apporach to the movement, recently reborn, of
the doubly-oppressed half of humanity.

We support the Women's Fightback campaign on this basis and will
work in a careful and patient way within it for our class-struggle
I)Olitics. % )

We pledge ourselves to fight to make the VISL an organisation which
women revolutionaries can find habi. ble and accessible, and can
play a full role in,

IMPERI ALISM /AND NATION.L LIBERATION

We give unconditional support to the struggles of the oppressed
peoples everywhere fighting against imperialism, and to the organ-
isations leading that fight. At each point we put forward the class-—
based policies and perspectives necessary to carry that fight through
to victory. In this procecss we distinguish between the by-and-large
betty bourgeolis nationalist leadership and the working class and
pveasant mads basecs of these organisations, Our unconditional support
to those in the struggle ageinst imperialism docs not lead us to hold
back political disagreement andweonflict with nationgdlist, reformist
and stalinist leaderships. On the contrary, it demands that we take
up the struggle for a class line in oppcsition to such lende..ship
more and mere urgently. We scek to give the maximum support tc the bu
building of revolutionary workers' lecadership in the oppressed nations,
through fighting for indepcndent international class solidarity action
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and through the fight for the reconstruction of the Fourth Internationale

Communist internationalism does hot counterpcse itself to the struggle
of -oppressed nations for national rights of self-detcrmination and
independence - any more than the communist .programme is counterposcd
to the fight to preserve democratic rights. The programmesof -commun-~
ist internaticnalism subsumcs the struggles-for national liberation,
including national separation; it absorbs -the progressive elcments
in the nationalism of oppressed nations, the elements of struggle for
freedom from oppression and of assertion of the right to naticnal
identity intoc its own programme, and fights for these ( and against
the bourgeois and chauvinist versions of such demands) from the
position of the working class and of the communist international
programme of the working class.,. '

It recognises that the road t.. the real world-=wide unity of the work-
ing people will not be over the protesting backs of the oppressed nat-
ions and peoples of the world, on tracks already laid down by brutal
capitalism - but that it runs through 2 whole period of reconciliation
including frcedom of separation, leading to a voluntary world fedcrat-—
ion of workcrs' states, and thence to:the stateless United Communist
world system. : ;

We support the struggle for-a united and independent Ireland and
for an end to the political and military interference in Ireland by
British imperialism. We also-pledge ourselves to give all possible
assistance*to Irish revelutionaries in the task of building an indep-
endent revolutionary workers' party in Ircland.

The struzzle for the political independence and leading role of
the working class in international solidority action in no way detracts
from the obligation of Trotskyists to prrticipatc in and build mass
anti-war mobilisations. Ve scek to weaken imperialism's ability to
wage wars against the oppressed masses of the world and against the
deformed and degenerate workers states, We seek to draw together
broad layers of society opposing particular instances of imperialist
military aggression. :

In such campsigns, far from dropping or soft-pedalling our fight for
the leading role of the working class and principled anti-imperialist
demands, we should use every opportunity through our. own propaganda,
agitation and serious work in the labour movement to «pose the limit-
ations of pacifism, reformisi and chauvinism, and win sections of the
mass anti-war movement to a MarXist programme,

It is from this standpoint that we cndorse the struggle within the
British labour movement against the nuclear arms build-up by the
Thatcher/Reagan governments, and fight within the dampaign for a firm
perspective of smashing the anti-Soviet N.TO alliance.

RACISM, FASCISM AND THE STRONG ST.\TE

Britain's imperialist past has left a legacy of racism throughout
the working class, a legacy which, if not systematically fought,
can lead in the present crisis to a disasterous conclusion. For, if
the unity of the working class is..not established, the fascists will
be able to mobilise and weld together a reactionary mass movement
which can destroy the lalm ur movement,

The refromist answer to the crisis does nothing to combat nationalist
and racist prejudices within the class and indced positively -encour-
ages the racists by refusing to break. from the framework of national-
ism. We are opposed. to import controls.

-

The WSL"is totally opposed to every manifestation of racial or nat-
ionalist prejudice. We oppose all immigration controls and advocate
the removal of 2ll racists from labour movement positionss

At times of economiec and social crisis the fascists can emerge as a
serious force in a very short time. Fascism does not appeal to reason
and operates on the basis of very simple logice. It depcnds for its
growth on success at the street levcland ther fore must be met and
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defeated there.

In the battle against the fascists we place no rcliance whatso-
ever- on the forces of the capitalist state to defend use Wg_must =
recognise th t. such occas ions'when the police deal cffectively with
the fascists will be the exception and more importantly will be a
transient feature of the state's behaviour. Even then they will
'even-handedly' strike at the left and labour movement at the same
time, e€.ge by banning 21l marches =t the same time as those of the
fascists, We dcimot give the state the right to arbitrate between
fascism and the workers' movement.

The present phase of fascist attacks has led to the establishment
of “defence forces which have taken a variety of forms from area to
area. Almost all of these defence forces are concentratcd within the
black community. It is the task of revolutionaries tc build on the
lead given by the black population to generalise the development of
defence forces throughout the country. .. central featrre of this will
be the direct involvement of the organisecd working class,

Defence squads have so far cmerged to defend black arcas and people
from racist and fascist attacks. for this reason the primary
slogan which should be used is "Build Community De.ence". Qur aim
will be to develop street committces involving all who live in a
particular area - whatcver their colour, ) -

The question of slogans is a complex one but they must essentic.ly
mean something to people and have the ability to move them. The
rich experience which we will heve in the comning period will suggs
est to us the acutal wording of slogans. However we should attempt
to use the following 25 guidelines:

* Build community anti-racist defenee;

* Self-defence is no offence;”

“ 8 upport black self-defence;

¥ Black and white, labour movement def'ence;
* Workers' defence,

We reject-a ’stages' theory which argues for black defence first
and workers' defence later. Ve equally rcject any formulation which
Buggests a group of people under attack should wait for onc seccond
for the official labour movement to help them orgrnise.

We seek the self-organisation of the masses and a struggle within the

organisations of the .class to take 2 leading part in it,

The riots and the consequent statements from government figures
calling for increased police powers herald a strengthening of the
stcte machine,

We are committcd to fighting every narrowing of democratic rights
with the utmost energy. In particular, we must respond to the :
rampaging gangs of police with the following demands:

* No.extension of police pPoOwers;

“ Disband the SPG, .« F

Where appropriate we should ca}l the removaloof the police from
whole areas such as Brixton and ‘oxteth ard their replacement by
defence committces based on strect-by-strcet orgrnisations,

NATIONALISM

We reject the nationalist/reformist politics of the "Alternative
Economic Strategy" and of import controls, and counterpose a
socialist programme, s an éssential part of our .alternative to-
the nationalism of the 'iES' we argue for the Socialist United
States of Europe, -

In the areas of advanced capitalism, thc nation state has long
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been a roadblock to development, Nowhere ha s this been more incontro-
vertibly demonstrated than in Europe., The competition of Eurcpe?s.
midjor states has twice this century sparked a wOrld'imperialisﬁ_
conflagration,

- The nation-state structures in Europe have survived long beyond their
natural historic time only because of the successive defeats of the
working -class., i i gt

The Socialist Unitea States of Europe is our dnsWer, both ‘to the
rcactionary nationalisms of the major Duropean powers, and'to the
EZC, their desperate attempt to overcome the natiocnal strangleholds
of their system. The pooletariat must unite Europe in a free ;soecial-

"ist federation - 2ll Burope, East As well as West.

i
YOUTH _ :
Young workers are especially vulnerablec under capitalism. Within

the family they are often stifled. The educgtion system is an
obstacle race, grading them to fit the stratifications of cnpitalist
society = irrespective of interests, nbilities, desires.

Masses of youth go straight from school to the dole, Those who get
apprenticeships work at a pittance for years longer than is necessary
for the training process.

Most trade unions make no provisions for recruiting youth into
active membershipe The dull and sluggish routine repels most youth
and stifles others, '

We fight for: . ;

“ Full trade union rights for young workers, including the right to
strike. Special provisions for youth in the trade unionse. Creation
of junior workers' committees. The right for young workers unemp-
loyed since leaving schocl to .join the unions ~nd to receive unemp-
loyment benefit at the adult rate. For unionisation of YOPs schemes
and full trade union r-~tes of pay on all such ‘schemes.

* Further education oppOrtunities for all young workers, Unlim-
ited access to further education. .n end to the use of apprentices
as cheap labour, Ban on all work for apprentices not connected with
the apprenticeshi); reduced periods of apprenticeship. Trade union
committees with youth representation to supervise apprentice training.

% Full pay at 16

* For free abortion and contraception: for 2ll youth regardless

* A democratic Labour-youth movement - frce from the bureaucrtic
control of the Labour lerders and the pseud-democratic centralist
regime in the Labour Party Young Sodinlists maintained by 'Militant'.

L

~We support 'Class Fighter' and the National Left Wing Youth Move-
ment. i ;

'THE STALINIST STATES

The Russian stalinist bureaucracy and its various satellites and
repl cations in the degenerated and deformed workers' statecs -
are an unconditionally reactionary, anti-socinlist and anti-working
class force, In the countries where they rule the Stalinist bupr-
caucracy oppresses the working class and, using totalitarian .
police state methods, prevent them from taking control of scciety.
In Poland, the naked threat of new invasion and sub jugation b
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- - the drmies of the Russinn and Eastern “uropean bureauc?aciGS.(wnlgh
also threatens the destruction of the newly reborn Polish work§r§
movement, Solidarnosc) has been a major frctor in so fﬂr containing
the drive of the working class to take control of sceilety.

We stand for o political revolution of the working class agaﬁnst
the bureaucracics of the USSR and the other Pralinist s@ﬁtes. The
social and political regime of the different burcaucracies has
nothipg in common with socialism or communism. ; ;

The WSL is for the defence of the ..Soviet Union - that is wec arc
against imperinlist subjugation of the USSR etc nnd against the

cturn of nationalised property to private cwnoPship. With Trotsky
we hold nationalised property to be progressive on condition that

5 the working clnss can seize political control from the burcaucracy
Aﬂgf' and thefefore we are opposed to the potential embodied in nationel-
jsed property being destroyed. :

Against capitalism and imperialism we defend the nationalised econ-
-omies of the USSR 2 nd the othcr Stalinist-ruled states, Our defence
is unconditional - that is, irrespective of the self-serving, 2nti-
working class and reactionary policicecs of the ruling burcaucrats.
e fight against their characteristic policies and ag@inst their
: rule, believing that under all conditions the best way to defend
the potentially progressive survivals frem the October Revolution
%ﬁﬁ" and the revolutions whose development was influenced by it and by
the existence of the USSR) is to overthrow the burecaucratic tyranny
and set up the democratic powtr of the working_élﬂss.

We do not let considerations, calculations or fears concerning
the military strength etce. of the USSR in the frce of imperialism

affect our commitment to the political revolution of the workers
against the bur.aucracy. , .

= raoohet is the:political ‘revolution? : :

(2) the smashing, through:revelutionary direct action uder the
leadership of a revolutionary party, of the bureaucratic state app-
aratus, its dismantling, and the.assumption of direct power by
the working class masses through a network of workers! councils
(the historically established form of proletarian democracy).

(b) the simul*aneous assuription of direct control in industry by
the working cless - control in which factory and aréea organisations
will interact creatively with the central state power ond organise
the economy according tco a democratically arrived at, and democrotic-
ally controlled and implemented, working class plan,

(¢) the complete destruction of the bureaucracy as 2 social stratum
by removing all material privileges, as well as destroying its total-
itarian monopoly of centrol and power in society,

: The road to the political revolution will, as the cvents in
- Poland confirm, involve the development of struggles and demands the
elaboration of a programme of ,transitional demands.

These will include democratic dema®ds - such as freedom of the
press, freedom of assembly and organisation, the right to strike
and the right to trade unions indecpendent of the state. The rights
of national minoritiles should also bc championed as-part of-the -
struggle against the chauvinist, conservative Stalinist bureau-
craciess

Increasingly, workers will demand the end of 21l bureaucrtic
“privileges., They must bec encouraged tc go further and demand that
the whole workings of the economy be opcned up to the: serutiny of
clected committees of workers., The secret diplomgcy of the bureau-
crats with their Stalinist colleagues and with the imperialists
must be brought to an end,

1rq

Within the mass movement of the working class there must be a
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fight for a genuine workers' militia to defend milit~nts and indep-
endent orgnnisations from the attacks of the bureaueracy. ;

Such militias should act under the control of soviect-type workers'
councilse While such councils will arise in mass’ struggles led by -
the working class they can spread to the poor peasantry and the army.

It is to populhrise and wage the conscious struggle for sueh pol-
icics and other. appropriate demands to mobilise the working claoss
agninst the bureaucracy thnt Trotskyist parties are nceded in a2ll
the degenernted and é&formed workers states. -

THE 1."BOUR PARTY

The Labour Party ~ in its ideas, its policies, its relation to the
bourgeols state, and its record in government over 60 years - has
shown itself tc be tied and integrated into the established system.
At the same time, the bedroek organisations of the working cliss,
the trade unions, support and finance the - Labour Partye.

It is a party which serves capitalism, but which can only do 8o
because it is based on the orgnnised working class movement, many
elements of which want to bury cdapitalism. In that contradiction
lies the potential of transcending Labourism. “

Theé orgariic connection between the Labour Party and the unions
allows for the possibility of large scale working class participation
in the partys ; : p

Labour in government can be a strong party for capitalism, when,
together with the trade union bureaucracy, it successfully blocks
the spontaneous resistance and actions of workers and:thus forces
workers to bear the costs of capitalism's problems., Or it can be
weak for capitalism whe, as with 'In Place of Strife', its working.
class base rises up against it. ;

Thei WSL. asserts-that.it is-organically part. of the politicsl and:
industrial organisations of the working class. It does not concede
that the Labour Party is ordained to ¥he exclusive property of its
pro-capitalist leadership. Neither does it.concede that only those
workers within the established org-nisations ore of concern.to the
labour movement., We seek to direct workers as.an organised force .to
take up their struggles in the Lobour Party as well,and to direct
forces already within the Labour Party to give support to every
working class struggle. The WSL will build an- organisation based on

arxist politics inside the labour ‘movement, Hot outside it ond need-
lessly counterposed. to it .in the manner of the sectarian-abstention-
ist lefds : e : ’ ;e

We relate to the Labour Party by developing the contradiction
between the working cldss basg,and the pro-cspitalist leadership
and by attempting to mobilise, WSrking olass in strugcles which will
create the conditions for thé/mqsses-to outgrow and break through the
particular stoge in its development represented by Labourism.
¥We aim to help bring the political wing of the working class move-
ment to a political seilf-reconstruction on the basis of revolution-
ary socialist polibics, methods and objectives. ‘

We pursue the struggle despite and against the conservative bur-
eaucracy of the lebour movement. We fight for our right, and- the-
right of all varieties of socialist thought,to exist and organise -
in the Labour Porty. We oppose any voluntary or unnccessary ,
self-isolation. But if the bureaucracy forces it to a split, then
in no casé will we flinch or capitulate on ocur principlesa. ‘ ]

The Labour Party should exist to serve the working class, and
socialists should fight to make it do so. In no sense does the work-
ing class cexist to serve the reformist Labour Party which serves.
capitnlism,



THE VORKERS' GOVERNMENT

The desperate decline of Britain, basically the dccline of British
industry's -competitiveness und profitability, mnkes desperate mets-
ures necessary.= -nd for the ‘ories desperate measures are measurcs
that make the workers piav. : g :

The repeated failure of different governmcnt strategies, ;nbour apd
Tory, prepared the way for demolition-squad Toryisme. Put into offlce*
in the wave of industrial direct action that scuttled Heath, the last
Labour government behnved as a straight-line capitalist govornmept.
It abused theconfidence of the working classe. Basing itself on tie
trade union burarucracy (until 1978) on one side, and the state
machine on the other, it ruled in defiance of Labour Party conference
decisions. It got wnhge restraint and cctually cut real wages for two
years running. - : : . s

_ But what the ruling cléss learnt fromtthat experience was the
insufficiency of even a relatively successful ( in their terms)
Labour government, Yet the limits of the existing lecadership mennt
that the working class challenge to wage controls could nct be
carried through to a decisive victorys

The cmployers desperately necded to mnke the sort of attacks
Labour éould not mnke Without shattering its bases. Thus Thatcherism.

In a situation where mass action was mobilised that actually
brought down the Tories, a2 tctally new political si% ation could
be created. It would provide conditions of struggle ihich a
revolutionary organisation would call for 2 workers’ government
based on the organisations of struggle which would have developede
Whether a Labour government will be 2 more or less radical new
installment of the sort of L-bour governments we hnve had this
century, or not, -will be determined by two things:

* by whether a real attack is mrde on the wealth and entrenched
power of the ruling class, and, ‘

o
J

¥ by whether or not it rests at least in part on the organisations
of the working cless,-instead of *those of the state burcaucracy,

the military and Parliament - that is, whether in response to the
direct demands of the working class it can do what the workers want,
or endorse what they do (taking over factories, for example)

without being & eaptive of the st. te machine.

The working class itself would only scrve and protect its own int-
erests by organising itself outside the rhythms, norms, nnd const-
raints of Parliamentary politics, expanding “its factory shop stew-
ards' committees, combine committeces, Tenants' committees etCe,; ang
credting new /lctlon committees, to be on industrial power that
could increasingly force the left Labour leadcers to either act along
the lines of its demands, or be cast -aside as masked defenders of the
class encmy. In this way, the class could build the politic-l and
organisational strength to make the parlirmentapians hostage to the
workers' movement, ond move forwsrd to dispensing with them, crush-
ing the counter-revolution.that the ruling class would inevitably
escalate and building a workers' government : :

The Brighton/Blackpool/Wembley decisions to control MPs snd to
give the majority of votes on who shall be prime minister if Lobour
has a majority in Parliament to the CLPs and trade unions could
open the way to a new kind of 'Labour' govcrnment - & workers'
g>vernment, instead of the government . of the trade union party
which merely administers capitalism according to capitalism's own:
laws, 2 Labour government pobentially accountable to scctions of
the orgrnised working. class. The extent of that accountability
would depend n the extent of independent class mobilisation and
organis~tion. . 1 ;



20 :

Revolutionary Marxists believe that there must be a socinlist rev-
olution - a clean sweep of the capitalists and the establishment of the
state power of the working class, leading toc the setting up of a
-workers' democracye. The big majority of the labour movement don't
vet share our views. But we have a common need and determination to
oppese and fight the Tory government and to oppOse any moves, even
by the Labour Party in government, to 1- d the cost Qf capitalist
decay. and crisis onto the shoulders of the working class,

If we cannot agrce on a root-and-branch transformation (or on
precisely how to go about gctting it) we can at least agree on 2
whole rrnge of measures to protect ourselves and to cut down and
control the capitalists. Thus we propose:

To dcfend and build on the breakthrough for Labour democracy’ at
Brighton/Blackpool/Wembley, we must fight for the next Labour gov-
ernment to act rcdically in our interests and to basc itself on the
movement, not on the besses' state machine, ind at the same time
e must prepare nnd organise ourselves to be able to protect our
interests however it acts.

We must fight to commit the Party to radical sociclist policices,
and use resclection to mrke sure MPs nre held to those policies.

But if the Labour Party were really to strike at the power and
wealth of the bosses, they would strike back, using their army cond
state forces to repress the movement if necessary- or simply to
cow the Labour government,

Vhoever wants to break out of the limits defined by the intcrests
of the capitnlists must be pepared to disarm the ruling class and
destroy its state. Only the working class can do that, orgnnised in
squads like those which the flying pickets organise, which can arm
the~selves when necessary,

/ny Parliament-based government that attempted really radical
change would put its he~d on the block, and while the present
crmed forces exist the axe is in the hnnds of the bourgeoisic,.

The power of the ruling class is not entirely, or even essentially
in Parlioment. That is the terrain to which they now go out from
their redoubts in industry, the civil service and the armed ferces,
to meet nand parley with the labour movement and to put on 2 show for
the people,

But if the labour movement insists on new rules for the parleying
game, they have n reserve language to resort to - force. So have
WEe "

In other words, we propose to militant workers to join with us in
a fight for thc labour movement to reconstruct itself-and grin
renl control for the rnonk and file, and for & government Of the
labour movement to take radical heasures against capitalist power.

Effectively this means calling upon workers to fight with us
within their existing organis~tions for a revolutiocnary programme
and perspective,

We cannot say in advance how far such a struggle could go before
it produced 2 major split within the reformist organisations. ., ut the
experience of the struggle would win important Broad forces to
the bannecr of socirclist revolution and create the possibility of
mobilising the cl-ss as a whole,

An essentinl part of this fight for the workers' government must
be a drive to arm the lobour movement — or at least big secctions of
the rank an” file - with socialist politicse

If the labour movement is to be ready to offer a rcal socinlist
alternative at the 'next stage', the foundations must be laid and
built upon now, and urgently. That is what the WSL exists to do.
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THE WSL AND THE FOURTH INTERNATION'L

The programme of socialism is a world programme oOr itrls E ut?gla;
socialism presupposes a working class selgure'of ﬂl} that has been
progressive in the capitalist epogh, and it will build on the econ-
omic achievements of capitalism, Capitalism is a2 world syspem.
Sccialism in one country, even the most advanced country, is an
absurdity.

Therefore the working class needs 2 revolutionary international
party. : : e : _

But the reconstruction of the Fourth International as the- author-
itative party of world revolution cannot come-through 2 process of
grouping and regrouping the existing forces cl-~iming to be ?otsky—
iste The development of the class struggle on 2 world scale -in the
coming period provides increasing opportunities to draw new layers of
workers in struggle to the banner of Trotskyism and the Transitional
Programme. These opportunities must be seized, not by orgrnisational
steps, but by the political struggle to take the Pransitional Program-
me into the struggles of the working class. It is only through such
intervention that new forces from the workers' movement can be .
drawn into revolutionary politics. It is only through the building
cof' sections, based in the working class, and drawing new layers to
Trotskyism that the Fouth International can finally be reconstructed
as the authoritative party of world revolution, This may involve
a whole series of splits and fusions. But it must ihvolve political
intervention, on the basis of the Transitional Programme, into the
day-to-day struggles of the working classe

The WSL fights for the political regeneration and organisational
reconstruction of the Fourth International founded in 1938 by Leon
Trotsky. We seek the maximum contact, cooperation and dialogue with
the forces of Trotskyism internationally, as the means for recching
theoretical and political clarification and forging organisational
links, - :

The WSL is part of the Trotskyist International Liasion Committee,
and seeks to develop it into a demoeratic centralist tendency, as
our immediate contribution to the development of revoluticnary forces.
Success in this development will of course only be.a step towards the
greater task of political regeneration and ocrganisational reconstruct-
ion. _

We do not see the WSL as the nucleus of the revolutionary party,
fully-formed except for our small sizes Nor do we believe that we
somehoy stand remote from the difficulties and inadequacies of our
movement, the Trotskyist movement, over the last 35 years., The
revolutionary party will not be built simply through one-by-one
recruitment. A.whole process of splits and fusions, and also of ideol-
ogical rearmament and regeneration will be necessary

We seek to develop dialogue with and to win over the best forces
from the other would-be Trotskyist currents., Here and now, however,
we don't’speculﬂte', but build the WSL as the immediate contribution
we can make now to preparing the future. We are pioneers of the
future revoltuionary party or we are nothing,

DISAGREEMENTS

The WSL openly acknowledges the existence of different views within
its ranks on historical questions of the Trotskyist movement, on the
Russian occupation of Afghanistan, on the EEC and on the General
Strike. A time table has been fixed for a2 discussion and decision
on Afghanistan, the EEC and the Gencral Strike., In the meantime
the.different views will be expressed publicly in the press of the
movement, ' : ¢ :
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Once a decision has been taken by majority vote, that is then the
lirie of the WSL, and all members are obliged to support it in pract-
ical action. The minority may, of ccurse, continue to argue internally
and to try and change the policy. At the discretion of the majority

public debate may s £ O o
I ¢ debate may also be allowed : £ Lot

Since the historiecal que stions are nogwhuestionslof-acti%e polit-
ical brogramme}, no timetable has been fixed for a vote on them,
The WSL will, however, strive for 2 common understanding, through
internal debate and (2t the di scretion of the leading committees)
public di: uesion,

OUR IMMEDIATE DEMANDS

As a-platform of immediate class-struggle demands, we endorse the
followinge.

* Orgapdise the left to beat back the Torics' attacks!
~No to attacks on union rights: defend the picket lines; no
“state interference in our unions.

No to any whge curbs. Lebour must support all s ‘ruggles for
better living standards and ccenditions.

Wage rises should at the very least kcep up with price rises.
For a price index calculated by working class organisastions, as.
the basis for clauses in all wage agreements to provide automatic
monthly rises in line with the true cost of living for the work-
ing class. The same inflation-proofing should apply to state
benefits, grants and pensions.

¥ Start imrpoving the social services rather than cutting them.
Protection for those services against inflation by automatic ;
inflation-proofing of expenditure, Stop cutting jobs in the public
sector. For occupations and Supporting strike action to defend
Jobs and services.,

* End unemployment. Cut hours not jobs. Fight for a 35 hour week
and an end to overtime. Demand work-sharing, wihhout loss of pay.
Organise the unemployed - campaign for a programmes of useful
public works to create new Jobs for the unemployed.

Defend all jobs! Open the books of those firms that threaten
closure or redundancies, along with those of theiw suppliers and
bankers, to elected trade union committecs. For occupation and
blacking action to halt the closures. For :nation=mlisation without
compensation under workers' management,

* Make the bosses pay, not the working class, IMillions for
hospitals, not a penny for 'defence' [ Nationalis e the banks and
financial institutions without compensation, End the interest burden
on council housing and other public services.

* Preeze rents and rates,

* Scrap all immigration controls. Race is not a problem:
racism is. The labour movement must mobilise to dAriv:e the
fascists of the street.

Purge racists from positions in the lzbour movenment. Organ-
ise full support for black self-defence,

* The capitalist police are an cnemy for the workinng class.
Support all demands to weaken them as a bosses' strilking forces
dissolution of special squads (SPG, Special Branch etttc), rublic
accountability etc,

* Free abortion on demand., Women's equal right to wwork and
full equality for women. Defend and extend free stat,c= nursery
and childcare provision,

* A .ainst attacks on gays by the state; abolish =11 laws which
discriminate ageinst lesbians and gay men; for the: rigtht of the
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gay community to organise and affirm their stand publicly,

#* The Irish people - as a whole - should have the right to det-
ermine their own future. Get the British trocps out nowe
Repeal the Prevention of Terrorism Act. Political status for
Irish Republican prisoners as a matter of urgency.

* The black working people of South Africa should get full
support from the British labour movement for their strikes,
struggles and armed combat against the white supremacist regimes

South African goods and services should be blackecd. “PPeop-ote clacciia

a c+-/é_

% It is essential to achieve the fullest democracy in the lsabour
movement. Automatic reseclection of MPs durding sach Parliament
and the election by party conference of party leaders. .nnual
election of all trade union officials, who should be paid the
average wage for the trade,

* The chaos, waste, humen suffer ng and misery of capitalism now -
in Britain and throughout the world - show the urgent need to est-
ablish rational, democratic, human control over thd%conomy, to

make the decisive sectors of industry social property, under
workers' control,. "

The strength of the labour movement lies in the rank and file,
Our perspective must b working class action to raze the capitalist
gystem down to its foundations, and tc put a working class social-
1st.alternative in its place - rather than having our rcpresentativ-

es run the system and waiting for crumbs from the tables of the
bankers and bosses,

v
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