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: DRAFT PLATFORM
c;,pitalism is inse K

; i parable from the exploitation b the bourgeoisi
of the working 91a§s tat home' and ?since 'advancgd':capitagibés °
became imperialist) oi the workers and peasants in the neo-
colonies and colonies abroad, A

It is a vicious system geared to buttressing the strong
against the weak, to serving the handful of capitalists against
the millions of workers, and to keeping many millions in poverty
so that a few may prosper. Capitalism exalts property and 3
degrades life, It is at the root of the racialism which poisons
and divides worker against worker. It is a system of massive
waste and social disorganisation, and at the same time it forces
the working class to fight every inch of the way to better or
even maintain its wages and conditions,

Having once been Progressive, in that it at least developed,
in the only way then possible, the productive resources of =~
hunanity, it is now a totally reactionary force in history. Its
expansion after World War 2 gave it merely the apperance of-
health, By the late '608, the boom had given way to creeping
stagnation, followed in the '70s and '80s by the biggest crises
since the 1930s, |

Today the ruling class can keep their system going only at
the cost of large scale unenployment and attempts to cut the
living standards of workers in the 'rich' parts of the world; of .
nassive starvation and bloodshed in the 'poor' two-thirds of the
world; and of the ever-present threat of the destruction of e

humanity through nuclear war,

“he only way out is for the working class to take power and
bring the resources of the modern economy under a rational work-
ing class plan., hraving overthrown capitalism and established
social ownership of the means of production, the working class
will build towards a truly communist society, in which at last
the principle will be‘ 'From each according to his or her
ability, to each according to his or her needs'. o

THE CRISIS OF LEADERSHIP

The working class is the locus of all real progress, But the ‘
present condition of the labour novement prevents it from play-
ing the role - which it alone can plaK - of revolutionary
reorganiser of society., The existing labour organisations are
under bourgeois donmination in varying degreses: in particular the
domination of bourgeois ideology and the bourgeois state.

This crisis of leadership manifests itself absolutely in
times of decisive clashes, in the defeat of the class, It mani-
fests itself relatively at other times in a loss of effective-
ness in struggles on wages and conditions,

The continued existence of world capitalism to its present
over-ripe stage is the direct result of this crisis of leader-
ship, Time after time in the past decades, in country after
country, in:tane to the convulsions of what could have been
capitalism's ‘death agony, the workers have moved against capit-
alisnm, Each time the conservative apparatus of the Lahour org--
anisations, political parties and trade unions, has held the
class back, demoralised it, derailed it, deflected its blows:

'
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from—tha_weakest. points in the enemyivfdefénceglwin”everyﬂA .
decisive clash the workers have been misled to bloody defeat,

I T gt

The Communist Parties werc founded after World War 1 to
oppose the renegade Social-Denmocratic apparatus _which had
become the hangnan of the European revolution, But the
results of the Social-Denocratic betrayal of the post-war
revolutionary upsurge were to mean the isclation and
degeneration of the one victorious workers' revolution, and
within a decade, under the influence of the burgeoning Stalin
dictatorship in Bugsia, the new Communist Parties began to
play the sane sort of role, ever nore openly, ever nore
treacherously - and far nore effectively for, after all, they
carried the banner of the October Revolution.

Degpite their successive acts of renegacy it has required
a whole historic period, the experience of the Hungarian
Revolution and the break-up of the Stalinist nonolith, to
present again the opportunity for the solution of the crisis
of proletarian leadership in the building of a new nass
workers' international and of new national sections of this

international revolutionary party. -

Capitalisn, the nost dynanic and adaptable systen in
hunan history, has survived despite the nurderous crises by
which it has Deen wracked throughout rnost of this century. If
circunstances pernit it to pay the necessary price in an '
ever-increasing toll of proletarian blood and degradation,
there are no insoluble crises for capitalisn, The bourgeoisie
will nct fall automatically into history's abyss. It is a
highly conscious force, struggling for its pcesitions, capable
of defeating the proletariat tinme after time and even of '
dragging it down into nuclear war: the victory of the prole-
tariat depends on conscious preparation, on its ability to
struggle effectively and successfully to deliberately'ta%e
control of society out of the hands of the bourgeoisie; (Ang
this consciousness is the necessary prelude to the scientific
control of nature which is the pre-requisite for socialisn);

In imnediate practical terms it depends on our ability
to construct a world revolutionary organisation, with strong._
national sections, as a solution to the crisis of leadership,
The WSL will play its part in resolving this crisis®

THE TRANSITIONAL PROGRAMME

In the epoch of social denocracy, before the internat-
ional labour novenent collapsed into national fragnents at
the feet of the warring bourgeoisies in 1914, socialists |
operated with a ninipun programrne and a naxinun prograrne.,

The maxinun prograrrie was the nillenniun, the unseen goal .
in the far distance, the subject of abstract Propaganda,
holiday speeches and rioral uplift; the theoretical propexty
of an elite within the loose parties of social democracy;

The nininun prograrme consisted of linited practical goals

and the immediate aims of the everyday struggle of the working
class. The failure of social denocracy to link the daily class
struggle with the goal of socialisn led to its gradual h
accommodation to capitalisn and eventual collapse,

The comnunist novernent, reorganising&itself during
and imediate ly after world war 1, resclved to have done
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with the minimun/naximum division, with its inescapabie consign-
nent of the nasses tc passivity vis—a-vis the struggle for
socialisn, which the lecders would talk of and History wéwld
take care of, ‘ ~ ’ R

It declared: "The alternative offered by the Communist
International in pPlace of the nininunm prograrme of the reforn-
ists and centrists isi~ the struggle for the concrete needs of
the proletariat , for denands which in their application -
undernine the power of the bourgeoisie, which organise the .
proletariat, and which form the transition to the proletarian
dictatorship, even if certain groups of the nasses have not yet
grasped the neaning of such proletarian dictatorship", ’

r The Stalinists abandoned the method of transitional denands,
The cormunist rearguard, organised in the Fourth International,
in 1938 adopted a Transitional Programme,=based on this method
and sunnarising a whole epoch of revolutionary experience,

The denmands of the Progranre have been Widelg nisunderstood,
ignored, or opportunistically distorted in the 40 years since
they were formulated, But in today's class struggle, with the
growing contradiction between the readiness of the working class
to fight and the detemination of their official lcaders to
betray, the struggle for these demands and for the kind of
indepéndent working class organisation to which they lead,
offers the most effective way of challenging and exposing the
labour bureaucrats, - .

Future cadres of the revolutionary party will bhe found
anong the fresh layers of workers thrown into conflict with their
nisleaders in the course of the class struggle. But forces drawn
fron a niddle class nilieu will become a drag on the building '
of the novement if they do not acquaint thenselves at first
hand with day-to-day struggles and problems of the workers'
rovenent., ‘ . _
Day-to-day struggle alone however does not create cornunists,
and a fight against niddle-class dilettantisn nust go along with
opposition to any tendency towards syndicalisn and nationalisn
aniong worker conrades, It is in this process of struggle that

the selection of cormunists takes place,

A readiness to fight for the demands and nethods of the
Transitional Programme, and to give leadership in all struggles
- no naivter how partial - riust be the genesral orientation of
the Trotskyist noverent, S o .

‘Interventions of a qualitative character nust flow fronm an
understanding, given the deep crisis of leadership, of the pol-.
itical significance of even sore apparently riinor class battles.
In the course of the fight our understanding of the prograrme
nust be deepened and developed -~ particularly the knowledge that
its correct application is not a formal question, but derives
essentially from a correct understanding of the period through

which the workers' struggle is passing. \
Whatever the struggle - whether it be for transitional

denands or sinply on basic union rights - Trotskyists rnust
resolutely draw the lessgnsbfrom the conflict with the trade

—
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union bureancrocies wirichr—will inevitably resu Prom
strugglé, sooner or ater, in one form ov anotﬁgrf Ourthe
rnethod is not to denounce the burcaucrats as a rituzl, abstract,
propagandist routine, but to spell out the steps needed to

win the struggle, to seize on any positive gteps taken by

the burcaucrats, to put the bureaucrats to the test, to

denounce then when they sell out and sabotage the struggle,
and to draw the lessons,

The intervention nmust be based firmly on our appraisal
of the counter-revolutionary role of the reformist and
Stalinist burcaucracies — but nust seek to help workers learn
this truth in the course of the struggle, not sinply to
éonfront then with a ready-nade conclusion based on aur
perceptions and our experience,

K ° -

We are convinced that the method of the Transitional
Progranne consists nof in the nere repetition of the words on
its printed pages, but in the actual nobilisation of the
working class independently of tThe cliass eneny, and in
conflict with the bureaucrats who ain always to tie then to
the enployers and the capitalist order,

We cannot make it a condition of our participation in any
struggle in the workers' movenent that it should begin with
a rounded programme,‘including correct positions on govern-
nental questions. To say that only novenents with a worked-
out prograrme can be usccessful would be to niss the neaning
of the progranne, which has the central role of rnobilising
the independent strength of the working class and raising it
fron its existing level of consciousness to a grasp of the need
for socialist revolution in confrontation with its bureaucrat-
ic leaders and their various centrist and cother . hangers-

on.,

It is for these reasons that Trotekyist work in the unions,
while grounded on the programmatic principle of workingzclass
independence, nust be flexible in fornm and organisation.

Tpe WSL will work for a genuine nass national rank and
file novenent aining to unite workers for nilitant policies,
transforn the unions, establish rank and file denocratic
control, and thus oust the bureaucracy. 4s part of this
work we Willvpromote ronk and file caucuses in industries and
workplaces. Within any such rank and file grouping we fight
for cormunist politics and for conrunist leadership on the
bagis of our politics, raising key transitional demands as
they becone tactically relevant, while avoiding any ultinatisn
or sectarianisn, : -

But we reject the method of the British SWP, which linits
ranx and file industrial groups alnost entirely to militant
trade unionisn, and which uses rank and file groups as a
subgtitute for the struggle to call the bureaucratic_leaders
to nccount, rather than as a neans for that struggle.

In this we follow the nmethod of the Transitional Programne.
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nTherefore, the soctions of the Fourth Internatjenalgﬁﬁﬁuld
alwoys merive nob only %5 renow the 3 le‘llershiif of, the
trade unions, Loldly an? resclutely in critical ronents.
advancing new niilitant leaders in place of routine f?nctlone
aries and careerists; but also to create in all posglble
instances independent nilitant organisations corresponding
rore closely to the tasks of rasgs struggle against bourgeois
society,,,"

Trotskyists nust spearhead all struzgles against attenpts
to shackle the unions to the state - through repressive
legislation, incones policy, court interference, conpulsory
'arbitration’ etec, — or to the enployers, through forns of
'Workers'»participation' and sinilar class-collahorationist
systens designed to suck leading trade union representatives
into acting as an arny of nanagénent in the inposition of speed-
up, sackings and wage controls.

For sinilar reascns, Trotsizyists resclutely oppose capital~
ist inport controls, which eifectively tie workers in any
country to nationalist efforts to protect their 'own' bourgeocisie
against 'foreign' conpetitors at the expense of workers in other
countriecs, '

411 forms of outside interference in the nachinery of the
workers' noverent - including the inposition of secret or postal
ballotting designed to split the nass strength of the working
class and pressurise trade unionists as 'individuals' - nust he
conbatted,

At the sane tine the struggle against the refornist
and Stalinist union bureaucracy riust ineclucde specific denands
- for the regular election of all full tire labour riovenent
officials, for then to be subject to recall at any tine, and
for then to be paid no niore than the average wage of the
renbers they represent.

In sone countries wheras the existing trade union organisa-
tions are tied nore or less openly ana directly to the polit-
ical parties or state nachinery of the bourgeoisie, the
struggle for thée independence of the unions is obviously linked
to the fight to break such reactionary links and, where
appropriate, to fight for the unions to construct independent;

abour, parties to represent the class interests of the Prole~
tariat, '

I"fialr'xists, following o the nethod spelled out by Trotsky

“in his Qiscussion with SWP?USH) leaders on the Transitional
rograme, fight for such Labour PartieS‘to be established not
on a refornist platform hut on a full angd adequate Prograrme

of transitional and democratic demands; However, we do not _
pPresent that Prograrme as a take~it-or-leave-it ultinatun, e
recognise that in the very break by trade unions fron bourgeois
parties an inportant obening could be created for the struggle
for independent working class politics. It ig inportant that
every avenue for propaganda and agitation on the classg divide
between the labour novenent and the organisations of the
bourgeoisie is exploited by Marxists and the necessity for classg
political independence retained in the forefront of political
work in these countries. '

v In nany more countries a fight is also necessary against the
systen of stringent 'no strike' clauses inserted by enployers
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who Tully éﬂglgﬁ$fﬁhowfact”that“plan%~Jﬁvﬂ3 strikﬂ”gcﬁtbn.is :
illegal™amwunject to vigorous repression by national union

officials,

: Wages and conditions rmst be fully protected by a sliding
scale of wages based on a cost of .1living index conpiled by =
elected committes and nust be negotiated at least every year;
and workers nust assert the right to strike on any issue .
without fear of legal penalties-and:bureaueratic‘viotimisatipni

In every struggle, we call for strike comnittees or
occupation comnittees accountable to, recallable by, and.
‘drawing new nilitants from mass neetings. Ve fight especially
to involve wonen workers and young workers. D

“here the struggle developé‘broadly enough to nake it ;
appropriate, we favour the further call for councils of actiqn,_

.~A

‘ ~Ye do not see these as in any sense counterposed
to the existing labour movement, but as a ueans of ‘uniting it
in struggle which overflows the normal channels’ o
Soviets -- which can develop into the basis of workers"
denocracy ~ will energe out of Couneil-of-Action type bodies
at very high levels of struggle. They will only begin to .
counterpose thenselves to the bourgeois systen as gn'alﬁgn—,"”
native forn of pgqvernnment when & serious erosion of the ’
working c¢lass's acceptance of Parliarent has taken place.

Depending on the tenpo of the class struggle, this can -
happen relatively quicklys Revolutionaries, by propaganda
and by practical work in the class struggle, will help to make
it happen. But a prograrne of building a syster of soviets in
advance, before a decisive escalation of the nass struggle,
would be diversionary. Workers have to learn in practice that.
soviet-type bodies can play a role in furthering their ’
struggles, The development towards workers' councils rust
be firnly linked at each stage to all the econonic and political
issues which can at the relevant stage of the developrrent of =
the n ss struggle arouse sections of workers to take action)

The future instrunents of workers' power can begin life
as bodies to unite and organise strikes for specific dempands
cr, in dictatorial regines, to fight for the implenentation
of denocratic denands such as the release of political prisoh- .
ers or free elections to & Const+tuent Agsenbly. Bevolution- .
aries must guard against any formalism blinding then to the
variety of ways in which workers'® councils can develop, -
sonetines fron quite un-revolutionary beginnings, They rmust
equally‘g%ard/against"mystiiying linited councils of action, .
equating then with one poss Ple - R

L - developrient from thenm, i.é: sovicts, A bud is
not a flower, and not every bud becores a flower, a

Ag Bolsheviks, we see workers' councils as representing .
the unity and independence of the werking class, and its o
historic role in leading behind it the other oppressed nasses,
But this does not nean- that workers' councils are sufficient .
in and of themselves to aévance the spontaneous struggles of
the working class, The crucial role in the developnent of such
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councils npugt be played by the intervention of the revolutionary
party itselt. We arimue that all representative organisations of
the'oppressed nasses nust be allowed to participate 4in: these
soviet-type bod;es, and to fight within then for the adeption of
their prograrme,

Given political leadership fronm a developing Trotskyist
party we see such bodies as the future organs of workers' power.
At sonme stage in the struggle it will be the task of revolution-
aries to call for all power to devolve to these hodies. But it
is crucial not to outpace the developing nass noverent.,

r

T .

‘n the post-war pericd, as the capitalist norket mechanisn
becones increasingly incapable of assuring the bhasic needs of
society, the state has played an increasing econonic role
through nationalised industries ana through state social security,
health and education provision won by the working class. ;
Certain additional demands not contained in ihe Transitional
Prograrme nust be taken up by Trotskyists;

In an area of production so closely related %o the nachinery
of the capitalist state, the demand for the opening of the Books
of the nationalised industries and the public services acquires
a particular inportance,

On the one hand this will expose those sections of the
banks and those privately owned suppliers and contractors
that profit from the exploitation of workers in the public
sector: on the other, in making clear the case for nationalisa-—
ticn of thsse sections ~without conpensation, and in revealing
the ways in which the public sector is run in the interests of
capitalisn, workers can use the figures uncovered to spell out
the necessity for workers' control of this sector as part of
the fight for workers' nanagenent of it, under a workers' state,
as part of a ~ workers' planned econorny.

In advancing this challenge to control and property rights
assuned by the capitalist state, the struggle against austerity
cutbacks and closures in the public sector nust centre on the
fight for occupation of threatened facilities, backed up by
supporting strikes, both in the public sector and private
industry.

In opposition to public spending cuts desigred to help nake
private industry more profitable at the expense of the working
class, we call for protection of public services against,
inflation by automatic inflation-proofing of expenditure,; with
an index assessed by elected trade union cormittees,

The practical fight for such denands as the crucial "briage’
between the present consciousness of the working class and ‘
the consciousness required to accomplish the socialist revolu-
tion is the task confronting every !‘rotskyist in each sector
of the workers' novenent, - ’ :

MaRXISM

The basis ofour activity is the scientific theory of
Marxism,'the‘only theory which gives a clear understanding of
present-day sdéciety and of the necessity of revolutionary
change. Marxism is not 2 series of texts fron the past, but in



its essence & scientific nmethod, which allows for permanent ,
development  and regeneration of our understanding of the world .
and for definition and yet sharper re-definition of our goals
in the light of experience. Lo U T e

TROTSKYISM

Trotskyisn is the basic Marxist prograrme of the conquest
of political and social power by the international working
class and, on that basis, the end of exploitation and the setting
up of a systen of democratic self-rule by. the working class.

It'is”ﬁhefunfélsified~§rogzaﬁne‘of Lénin”and Trotsky:
based on ﬁhe“éxperiengg,off3olshevisn - the nost advanced pract-
ice of revolutionary Marxism ever attained - it links that past

with the current struggles and revolutionary perspectives ‘
through the Marxist nethod of Lenin and Trotsky, guiding the -
practice of revolutionary Marxists. Trotskyism embodies theé:
world experience also of workers' struggles, including the
defence and development of Bolshevism by Trotsky and the Left
Opposition_in battle against the Stalinist counter<revolution -
in the USSR and against its poisonous derivatives in the world
., Trotskyisn neans reliance on the self-controlling ‘activity '
and on the revolutionary creativity of the working class, ‘which
the revolutionary organisation~strives~to.relate to and 7 v
mobilise on the transitional demands which can be a-bridge between
innediate elementary class struggle and a2 working class drive
for the overthrow of capitalism and’ for workers' power: It is
- the..prograrmne of the workers' TévaIdtion;'organi¢a11¥ linked -
with the practical struggle to aid its developrient, herefore
it is not only & prograrne but the struggle Ho build revolution—
ary.parties to fight for that programne:. "The significance of

the programne is the significance of the party".

- Its traditions are ‘those.of the Bolsheviks and thé Left
Opposition§:Mmrk@rs'4d@mocracy;:unfemittingrstruggle;fOr -
theoretical clarity; revolutionary activisr on ‘the Basis of real

and practical identification with thavliviﬁgiétrugglebjofjthe”‘“

proletariat;and-with;a11~oppre69edtsec£ions?aﬁd“grﬁupﬁw‘, o
whether in the capitalist states or in’ those parts ‘of the
world ruled by Stalinist bureaucracies; unbending hostility to
capitalism and irreconcilable struggle against it and against
those in,the~labour-movement-whd‘stand“TorvﬂitséobntihuatiOn}
unbending hostility to all that is -specifically Stalinist in -
the labour novement and in the degenerated and deformed wprkers"
states, and irreconcilable struggle against it -and in the - - =
Stalinigt_states fdr;p?litical:reVGlutidnrand direct workers'
power; and war on all leven avowedly 'Trotskyist') conciliation
towards Stalinisn, whether in: the forn of political accorinoda~
tion to Stalinist novements and" ninicry of then, or in ‘the
forn of theories of softening or disappearing contradictions -
and antagonisms between the working class and Stalinisn and
therefore between Trotskyisn and'StaliniSB?J S

-Ye base ourselves on the traditions of Bolghevisn in ‘
both its phaseg® on the expérience of building the .revolutionary
party and npaking the revolution, and on the experience of the

struggle by the Bolsghevik rearguard against the Stalinist
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degeneration., Ve are guided by the first four Congresses of
. the Comnunist Internatiorgal and the fundamental docunents of
the Fourth International, particularly the Transitional
Progranne - all these we hold to have fundanmental relevance
for current struggles, The Transitional Prograrme we regard
as the bhasic revolutionary prograrme of our epoch -~ the’
progravme of workers' revolution, refined and flexibly
strecutured for use by an organisation of revolutionaries

fighting for leadership of the working class in its day to
day struggles.

DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM

The Workers' Socialist League fights to build a revolut—
‘ionary party to resolve the crisis of leadership of the
working class: a party, democratically controlled by an active
working class menbership, which preserves its political :
independence, fights the ideological donination of the ruling.
class, and is able and prepared to lead the working class for

the seizure of power,

The najor orientation of the WSL's work is thus always,
towards the working class and the labour novenent, aiming to
build an' organisation rooted in the workplaces and the working
class communities, Non-worker members of the WSL must learn
to involve themselves as closely as possible in the life and
struggles of the working class, and to structure the rhythnm of
their lives accordingly. To this end, they will be assigned to
work 'in labour organisations, in workers' districts, and as
assistants to the factory militants of the WSL,

Only a self-acting and critical-ninded membership is
capable of forging and consolidating an adequate revolutionary
organisation and of solving its problemns by collective thought,
discussion and experience. From this follows the need of
assuring the widest party democracy in the ranks of the organ-
isation, ' .

The struggle for power organised and led by a revolutionary
party is the most ruthless and irreconcilable struggle in all
history, A loosely~knit, heterogeneous, undisciplined, untrained
organisation is utterly incapable of succeeding in this task,

A revolutionary organisation has to unconditionally demand from
all its nmembers conplete discipline in all the public activities
and actions of the organisation,

Leadership and centralised direction and indispensible
prerequisites for any sustained and disciplined action,
especially in an organisation that sees its aim as leading the
collective efforts of the proletariat in the struggle against
capitalisn, Without a strong and firm leadership, having the
power to act promptly in the name of the organisation and
to supervise, consolidate and direct all its activities without
exception, the very idea of a. revolutionary organisation is a
neaningless jest,

It is from these considerations, based upon the experience
of international class struggle, that we derive the Lengnist
principle of organisation, namely derocratic centralism. This
principle is ‘embodied in our Constitution and guides us in all
our organisational activities.

/%
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: The~@rogramme of sooialism is o ummﬂﬂ prcgrann¢¢og~it.is -
a utopiat ‘socialisn presupposes a working cJass oceizure of al1
that has been progressive in the eapitalisx qgoeh and it .
will build. - on the ‘econoriic’ achievéments L0f . capitalism, .
Capitalismzls a ‘world systen, Socialism in one counfry, even.
“the’ nost’ adVanoéﬁ country,~'s an absurdigy. T
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Therefore the working class needs a revolutionary
internatlonal party.{

i BSSL FIN :,':.-Jx“.i‘:,f
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The WSLi frghts for the politfcal re%nneration and org; nr .
isational reconstruction’ of ‘the : Fourth International founded. ..
in 1938 by Leon Trotsky. Ve ‘sesk ‘the haximam contact, coopera-.
tion and dimlogue wi'th the forces of rots]yism internationally,
as the means of reaching theorstical and politieal clarifica-
tion and forgins organisational links. . N

it :’."w"r_"i""

The-WSL 4" part of ‘the’ mrotskyist International L1aison
Committee and seeks to develop it into a denocratic centralist
tendency, "as our immediate contribution to the .work, of repener-
ation and’ reoonstruction. ‘Budcess in this develqyment will, of :

course be only a step towards the greater task, of polibical vy y s
regeneration and Organisational recohstruction.

PERUANZNT REVOLUTION . . .. e
ZfExactly as_in ;? ansitional Progrgmpe in. Today Y
Ciass Struggle Cp.12: nglth the addition on Nicaragua— and
the uisprint’i that ‘addition co*rected\-»but-withpux the g?

, . o e on Ara

t

+ + * + ¥+ + +

These basic positions and principled considerations 1ead
us to the follow1ng positions on the living and. immediate....

issues’ On the- 1deological,spolitical and eponomic ;ronts of
the class‘struggle._iu_wp , P

~;~xwe‘fidht for fﬁll and egpal rights for Qme ‘wibr?f[:’ o
fetale enancipation: frod the nale donina io which ‘

history has-coexisted with tlubd's ci_ty and_which' p

roots in class society. Ve fight:, épar%iculan,ufor the” !
enancipation of women of our oiass" fexin a. double. andr s
triple bppression’, who ﬁave been mbst’aocn;atgly;gesqriped.as_
"the slaves of the slaves':

';its

Votten"s 1iberation presupposes the’ root-and*brgpoh reorg- Yo
anisation of ' gociety, It will be one. of the. :1ost’ profound .
revolutibns ‘in: history,’ The necessary. soeial reoqmstruction
denand® & proletarian” revointion, Woren's liberation.is. . .5}
neceséarily lTinked 6’ the ﬁroletarian reVolu%ion - or: else"it Yoo
is either‘tuoplan, refofmist ‘or. both. et L )

In history nass working class wonren's novenents’ Were built
in association with the early Second Intennptional and.the.
Cormuni st ™ Internationai, They’ were destroyed by fascism and
Stalinisn, and vanished.,
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Today a movement is being re-born, in ideologioal ehaos -
because it has to rediscover so nuch, and because no mass ' -
revolutionary movement exists to help it. Yet it is a- healthy
ferment this ohaos.

We believe that the Women s movement must be firmly linked

~ to the working class struggle for power, and ideologically
~educated to make that link., At ‘the sane time the labour movement
- ‘nust be thorougbly transformed so that women can: play their
- full part in it.d , o :

A revolutionary working-class based wonen's movement nust
be built. For the first time in history it is possible to.
build it at a time when a mass female industrial proletariat '
exists. We fight to build it, keeping in nind an inperative -
need for a sensitive approach to the movenent, reoently reborn,
of the doublyaoppressed ‘half of humanity, . ; :

: We support the Women's Fightback campaign, and Will work
in a careful and patient way within it for our class-struggle
politics. ‘ - PV , R

Ve pledge ourselves to fight to. make the WSL an organisa-‘

tion which wonmen revolutionaries can find habitable and:
accessible, and can play a full active role in. " Sooa

IMPERIALISM 4ND NATIONAL LIBERATION-

We give unconditionai support to the struggles of the

'oppressed peoples eVerywhere fighting against imperialisn,

and to their organisations Teading: that fight, irrespective
of political differences we have with then and which would

- lead to sharp conflict were we Working on the same political
~and geographical terraino ,

Comrmunist internationalism does not counterpose itself

to the struggle of oppressed nations for national rights of

self-deternination and independence -~ any more than the commun-
ist programme is eounterposed to the fight.to preserve democra-~
tic rights, The prograrme of .cormunist internationalisn sube
sumes the struggles for national liberation, including national
separation; it absorbs the progressive elements in the national-

‘ism of oppressed nationms, the elements of struggle for freedon

from oppression and of assertion of the right to national
identity into its own progremme, and fights for these (and
against the bourgeois and chauvinist versions of such denands)
from the position of the working class and of the communist
international programime of the working class,

1t rpecognises that the road ta the real world-wide unity
of the working people will not be over the protesting backs
of the oppressed nations and peoples of the world, on tracks .
already laid down by brutal capitalism -~ but that it .runs
through a whole period of reponciliation, ine¢luding freedom
of separation, leading to a voluntary world federation of
workers' states, and thence to the stateless United Communist
world system. , . b

We support the struggle for'afunited and independent
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Irelaﬁd and for &n end o +he pollfical : rﬂilifary 1u$erfer— -
encée iﬁ-Iréland by British 1mperiallsm.fuanalso pledge ourselves
to give all possible assistance to Irish revolutionaries in the
task of buﬁldln an Lndependent revolutionary Workers party
in Irelando‘ . e L o

[l

Brltish workers ‘Have = funéanentally - moro in common w1th -
every single worker throughiout the globe, ‘irrespective of
race, religion, language or eolour, than with the whole:.of the
British ruling cléss.{uaoism divldes the working ‘¢lass. and’

can cripple it, The fight agdinst raolsm is a matter of life ':f
and death for the labour HOVEnent ‘ A :

N - PR Teeat
R SR SEr

Ve fight “to depriVe ‘racists of all positlons iy “the labour e
movenent and to drive racisn out of the movement, e oppose all
immigration controls,

We support black self--defence and advocate thet the;iabour
novenent glves active support. to hlack, self-defence. against
racist or police violence, perseoutlon and harassment

 We advocate that in areas like Brlxton oF Southall the L
police ‘should be Withdrawn ‘and theé labour moveaent, in coopera-,
tion with black workers' organlsatlons‘ should take on the
reswon81b111ty of organlslng a, Workers

.....

s T

ety

PasCIsM - | .
fa801st noventents express the’ reaotlonavy fury of’ people

frustrated by capitalism - fury expressed through.violence, =

against nilitant Workers, against socialists, and against

oppressed minorities.ﬁ -hey can he used as the shock trgops of

a noribund: capitalism, 0. smash up the laﬁour novenent, Ye nust

destroy. faseisml or. 1t Wlll eventually destroy the; labour e
movement,b' o

wf\ [ T T SR ':."Y,;,f,.‘( 'n?l%"m g PRI TS LI A SE

‘Fagocists should be driven out of the unions. They shouId
have no right of way to mareh or. speak or . orvanlse., orkers
defencé- squads nist’ proteot meetlngs of.. the Iabour movement
and massive mobllisations must drlveythe fascists off the o
streets, . . . . . ) o G

PN

NATIONALISM STt e

Ve reject the natlonallst/refonjlst politios ot the 'hlter—
native Econonic Strategy and of inport controls, and, counter—-
pose a soclallst programme.'ﬂs an. egsentia} part of our alter—-,(T
native to the nationalisn of the 'AES', we argue for the .
Socialist United States of Europe. . :

In the areas of advanced, capitalism, the nation. state has
long been a roadblock to development. Nowheré has this been.
- 80 1ncontrovert1b1y denonstrated as in Burope. The coapetltlon
of Zurope's najor states has twice this century sparked a world
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inmper ialist conflagration.

The nation- state structures in Europe have survived long
beyond their natural historic time only because of the. success—
ive defeats of the working class, :

The capitalist states of Vestern Europe have in the last
decades taken hesitant but definite steps, through the
uropean Econonic Community, to loosen the strangling cords of
the nation state. However, under capitalism, these attempts
cone _up against definite iimits;-This_is clearly the case with

the EEU: competition between national capitals has not ceased
but has been carried into a new arena,

The Socialist United States of Furope is our answer, both
to the reactionary nationalisns of the major European powers,
and to the EEC, their hesitant and inadequate step away from
- political and econonic national limitations, The proletariat

nust unite Europe in a free socialist federation - all Europe,
East as well as West,

YOUTH

Young workers are especially vulnerable under capitalismi
Within the family they are often stifled. The education systen
is an obstacle race, grading them to fit the stratifications of
capitalist society -~ irrespective of interests, abilities,
desires,

1Masses of youth go‘straight fron school to the dole. Those
who get apprenticeships work at a pittance for years longer
than necessary for the training process,

Most trade unions make no provisions for recruiting youth
into active membership. The dull and sluggish routine repels
- most youth, and stifles others,

We fight fort

Full trade union rights for young workers, including the
right to strike, Special provisions for youth in_ the trade
unions, Creation of junior workers' committees, The right for
young workers unemployed since leaving school to join the
unions and to receive unemployment benefit at the adult rate.

Further education opportunities for all young workers.,
Unlinited access to further education, 4An end to the use of
apprentices as cheap labour. Ban on all work for apprentices
not connected with the apprenticeship; reduced periods of '
apprenticeship., Trade union cormittees with youth representat-
~ion to supervise apprentice training.

Fﬁll péy at 16,

A denocratic Labour youth movement ~ free from the
bureaucratic control of the Labour leaders and the pseudo
denocratic-centralist regime in the Labour Party Young
Socialists maintained by the 'Militant'.,

‘We support 'Class Fighter' and the National Left Wing
Youth Movenent,



| | 1
(THE, STALINIST STATES

. .We stana for a political revolution of the working class
against the bureaucracies of the U SR and the other countries
called 'comrumist', which we consider to be degenerated. and
deforned workers' states, The soecial and political regine of
the different bureaucracies has nsthing in conrion with social-
isn, let alome real communisn -~ unless you believe in police

state socialism,

« A4t the same time, we defend the nationalised economies of .
these cduntrieS”againstipapitaljsﬁ_aﬁd'imperialiSm,,uncpndit-
icnally: that is, irrespectivé of the self-serving, usually
anti working class and reactionary poligcies of the ruling
bureaucrats, and against those policies. In any ¢ sh, or
apparent clash, between this defence and support for working =
class revolt against the bureaucratic tyranny, we stand entirely
with the working class against the bureaucratic parasites who
oppress then with police state terror. '

_ Wnat is the political revolutiocn? o

While the dégree'oflrésistaﬁéefbyfthe‘bﬁreaﬁé?&ﬁ%jan@.by:.'

the state nachine will vary from country to country (in dingary

in 1956 -the ruling partyjitselfﬁfrag§ented3'éedtions Jjoining

with the proletarian revolutionaries), the political revolution’
means: r ' ‘ ! :

a?’Thefsm38h§ng,:through“reVblutiOnatY"directfacfiqn*ﬁnder:j

the' leadership of a revolutionary party, of the bureaucratic
state apparatus, its dispantling, and the assunption of direct
power by %héﬂwérkiﬁgf01assKmaSSegjthrbﬁgh”a.nétﬁqu;of:wprkerS‘
councils. \the historically established forn of proletarian
democracy); R

_-b) The sicultancous assuiption of direct control in industry
by the working class - cortrol in which factory and area organi-
sations will ‘interact creatively with the central state power,
and organise the econony according to a democratically arrived
at,. and democratically controlled and inpienented, working '
class plan. o B S

q)f?heycompleie;deﬁtructiQn,pi*th?:pyggaucnacy“as~afggcia1
stratun by reﬁOVJQELaII:maggxial;p;;y;lqggqqtasﬁwéll‘qugpstrgys
ing its Potalitarian monopoly of contyol and power in society.

=l

THE LABOUR PARTY .

Coge, e

' Ihe Labour Party - in its ideas, its policies, its relation:
_ ta the bourgeois state, and its record in government over 60, '
years - has shown itself to bhe tied and integrated into the
established system, At the $ame time, the bedrock organisat-
ions of the working class, the trade unions, support and finance
the Labour Prty.™ T v R VRO T
It is a party which serves capitalisn, but which ‘can only
do so because it is based on the organised working clags move-
nent, nany elenents. of which want to bury capitalism. In that
contradiction 1lies ‘the potential of ‘transcending Labourism,




~ The 'open valve' connectlon between the Labour Party and
the ‘unions allows for ‘the possibility of 1arge scale working
class, partlcipation 1n the party. .

Labour in Government can bé a strong party for capitalism
when, together with the trade union: bureaucracy, it induces,
workers patiently to bear the cogt-of ‘capitalism's problems,
Or it can be weak for . capitalisn when, &s with 'In Place of
Strlfe b its working' class basq rises up against it.

The WSL asserts that it is organically part of the
fﬁlltlcal and . ihdustrial organisations of the working oclass,
t ‘does mnot concede that the Labour Party is ordained to be
the exclusive. property of its pro-capitalist leadership. .
The WSL will build an organisation based on Marxist politics

inside. the labour movenent, not outside it-and need ‘gsly

eounterposed to it in. the manner ‘of the seoterian«abstentlonwst
left.

Ve relate to the. Labour Party by developing the contra—
‘diction between the WOrking ‘vlass base and -the pro-eapitalist
leadership, and -by attempting to advance “the working class
towards outgrowing and breaking through the particular stage
in its development represented by Labourism, We aim to help.
bring the political wing of the working class movenent to a
political self-reconstruction on the basis of revolutionary
sooialist politics, mnethods, and objectives.

K ;We pursue the struggle despite and a ainst th ; 3 s OO
tive ‘bureaucracy of the labour movement. we it ht‘for‘ouf‘righf
and the right of all varieties of socialist thought to exist
and organise in the Labour Party. Ve oppose any voluntary or
unnecessary self-isolation. But if the bureaucracy forces it
to a split, then in no case will we flinch or capitulate

on our principles@ 33;;;tw\o. S ‘

The Labour Perty should exist to serve the working class,
 -and -socialists should fight to make it do so. In no sense does
“the working class exist to serve the reformist Labour Party
.whieh serves capitalism,~"» A

‘THE”WORKERS'VGOVERNMENT.

: The des nte decline of Britain, basically the decline

ot British dustry's conpetitiveness and profitability, nakes
. desperate measures necessary = ‘and for the Tories desperate
.'measures are reasures that make.ﬁha.ﬂnrkers.pax.

The repeated failure of different government strate%ieg, ,
Labour and Tory, prepared the way for demolition-squad omyisn,
Put into office in the wave of industrial direct action that
scuttled Heath, the last Labour governnent behaved as a straight-
line capltalist governnent, It abused the confidence of the :
 workers., Basing itself on the trade union bureaucracy. until

1978) on one side, and the state machine. on the other, it i
ruled in defiance of Labour Party eonﬂerence decisionsy, It got ’
wage restraint and actually cut real wages for two years
running. ' : . t

But what the ruling class learned from that experience was
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the insuffieci cy of ever a relaiively successful (in - their
terms) Labour govermnent, i

They needed to nake the sort of attacks Lahour could not
nake without shattering its base, Thus Thatcherisn.

WVhether the next Labour government - in 1984, or earlier if the
we.class does as it has the industrial strength to do and kicks
out lhatcher - will be a more or less radical new instalment
of the sort of Labour governments we have had this century,
or not, will be determined by two things? .

+ By whether a real attack is nade on the wealth and
entrenched power of the ruling class, and,

+ By whether or not it rests at least in part on the
organisations of the working class instead of on those of
the state bureaucracy, the nilitary, and Pariianent - that is,
whether in response to the direct demands of the working lass
it can do what the workers want, or endorse what they do \taking
over factories, for exanple) without being a captive of the
state nmachine, o B

The working class itself would only serve and protect its
own interests by organising itself outside the rhyihns, norms
and constraints of Farlianmentary politics, expanding its
factory shop stewards' cormittees, combine committees, Trades
Councils, etc,, and creating neW'Action Cormittees, to be an
industrial power that could as necessary dispense with the
Pariiamentarians, , o \

The Brighton/Blackpool/Wenbley decisions to control MPs and
to give the nmajority of vetes on who shall be prime ninister if
Labour has a majority in Parliacent to the CLPs and trade
unions could open the way to a new kind of 'Labour' governnment
- a Workers?”government, instead of the governnent of the trade
union part¥~WhiCh nerely adninisters capitalisn according to

capitalisn's own laws, . : )
Revolutionary Marxists believe that there nust be a

socialist revolution — a clearn sweep of the capitalists and the
establishnent of the state power of the working class, leading
to the setting up of a workers' democracy. The big majority of
the labour riovenient don't yet share our views. ut we have a
connion need and deternination to opposc and fight the Tory
government and to oppose any movgpgzgmgn by, the Labour Party in
governnent, to lcad the cost of capitalist decay and crisis onto

the shoulders of the working class.., .-

L If we cannot agree on a_root—an&—br?ncﬁ transfornation (or
on precisely how to go about getting it) we can at least agree
on:a whole range of measures to protect ourselves and to cut
down and control the capitalists, Thus we propose:

‘Tb get the most out of the breakthrough for Labour denocracy
at Brihgton/Blackpool/Vembley, we nust fight for the next ,
Labour government to act radically in our interests and to base
itself on the movenent, not on the bosses' state bureaucracy.
And at the same tine we nust prepare and organise ourselves to
be ahle to protect our interests however it acts.



interests of the capitalists mnust be prepared to diarn the

17
‘We nust fight to comnit the Party to radical socialist
policies, and use reselection to nake sure MPg are held to
those policies,

But if the Labour Party were really to strike at the

power and wealth of the bosses, they would strike back, using

their arny and state forces to repress the novenent if necess-
ary - or sinply to cow the labour governnent,

Vhoever wants to break out of the linits defined by the

BN

ruling class and destroy its state, Only the working class can

~ do that, organised in squads like those which the flying

pickets organise, which can arn thenselves when.necessary;

Apy Parlianent-based governnent that attenpted really

 radiecal change would put its head on the block, and while. the

present amed forces exist the axe is in the hands of the

~ bourgeoisie,

The power of the ruling class is not entirely, nor even
essentially, in Parlianent, That is the terrain to which they
now go out fronm their redbubts in industry, the civil service
and  the arned forces, to neet and to parley with the labour
novenent, and to put on a show for the people.

But if the labour novement insists on new rules for the

4par1eying gane, they have a reserve language to resort to -

force. So have we, . :

In other words, we propose to nilitant workers to join with
us in a fight for the labour novenent to réconstruct itself and
gain real control for the rank and file, and for a governuent of
the labour novenent to take radical nmeasures against capitalist
power.,

Effectively this neans calling upon workers to fight with
us within their existing organisations for a revoclutionary
progrannie and perspective.

We cannot say in advance how far such a struggle could go
before it produced a najor split within the reformist organisa-
tions. But the experience of the struggle would win inportant
and broad forces to the banner of socialist revolution and
create the possibility of nobilising the class as a whole,

An essential part of this fight for the workers' governnent
nust be a drive to arm the labour novenent - or at least big
sections of thé rank and file - with socialist politics.

- If the labour novenent is to be ready to offer a real socia-
1ist alternative at the 'nmext stage', the foundations nust be
laid and built upon now, and urgently. That is what the WSL
exists to do, '

THE V.S.L. AND THE FAR LEFT

We fight for political regeneration and drganisatiohal ‘
reconstruction of the Fourth International in a situation where
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4 1 I3 yt - E
tile would-be Trotskyist foreces world-wide areo generally

poiitically disoriented ard inade N €
’ : adequates, and :
fragnented, ~ e » and organisationally

The USFI hag a nigto ‘ ing ig |
ry of shying fron the fight for
p911t§?a1,revo1uyion \Cuba, Vietnan, China, etc%,at‘various
tines); opportpnlstdpolicies based on hopeful speculations
g?zgﬁaésgt-mgvgng pet:y bourgeois'torces,?most recently in
aragua’j and opportunist dabbling in the labou '
-the advanced copitalist countries, . e Tomevenent in

, The'WSP(Usé)’segment of the USFI haé“recentiy’hardened
this approach into brazen political self-identification with
the Cuban bureaucracy,

- Tne FI(IC) groclaims Trotskyist orhbhodoxy; but their
blusteringiproc anations and ¢rganisational sectarianism often
go along with flat opportunisﬁf%e;g:jthe 'anti—iéperialist o
united front' in Latin Anerica, and the 'workers governnent'
without prograrme anpd without serious criticisn of the social
denocracy in France?ﬁ o o o

The WRP's "ICFI" cannot be discussed merely in terns of
political errors, It has noved fron wild political flip-flops
to its current selfmabASement before the Libyan dictatorship
and the bourgeois terrorist regine of the BaSathists in Irag .
Its gangsterisn and its conplete lack of scruple in purSUing
factional conflicts brand it as a force harnful to the working
class novenent,

The British SWVP and its international co-thinkers differ
fron us on their characterisation of the USSR ag state-capftal-
ist - a characterisation which logically inplies a perspective
of state capitalisn as a whole new stage of relatively progress-~
ive developnent, at least for the Third Vorld, But our nost
crucial political difference with them is that, rejecting the
nethod of transitional demands, they interpret 'building the
revolutionary party' as naxinising recruitnent on the basis of
nilitant but shallow 3gitation for nininum-type denands and
gemeral socialist propaganda, In sharp clashes or crises, their
politics are typically weak and dithering. :

Ve do not see the WSL gi'thé nucleus of the revolutionary
party, fully-formed except for opr small size. Npg do we believe
that we sonehow stand renote fr@ggth@¢d§1f1§ul§jg§ and inade-
quacies of our novement, the Trotskyigﬁ‘mo¥§§en§; over the last
35 years. The revolutionary party will not be built sinply
through one-by-one recruitnent, & whole process of aplits.and
fusions, and also of ideological rearmament and regeneration,
will be necessary,

We seek to develop dialogue with and to win over the best
forces fron the other would-be Trotskyist currents, Here and now,
however, we don't "speculate", but build the WSL as the inned-
iate contribution we can make to prearing the future. Ve are

the pioneers of the future revolutionary party, or we are nothingi
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DISAGREEMENTS

 Tpe WSL openly acknowledges the ex:stence of dlfferent ,
views within its ranks on historical. questions of the . Trotskyist.
novenen the Russian occupation. of Afghanistan, Zfénd on
the EEC_ +?. A tipnetable has been fixed foxr a discussion and
a decision on Afghanistan Z and on the EEC_/, In the meantine
the different views will be expressed publicly in the press of -

-'the novenent.,.

Once a decision has been ‘taken by najority vote, that is
then the line of the WSL, and all nembers are obliged to support
it in practical action, The ninority nay, however, continue to
argue internally and to try to charge the policy. At the N
discretion of the najority, public debate nay also be allowed.

Since the historical questions are not questions of aotive
political Frogramme, no tinetable has been fixed for a vote on

then, The VSL will, however, strive for a cormnon understanding,
through internal debate and (at the dlsoretion of the leading
connittees) public discussion

s 0@

(+) Delote(if Qecisioh to be taken at fusion conference.,

0.00

OUR IMﬁﬁDIATh DEMANDS

Ag g platforn of 1umediate class-struggle deﬁahds,“

we endorse the following.

erhe broad-groups platform, as amended;7

..l'.




