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MR. LEN MURRAY

, general
secretary of the Trades Union
Co‘n;reu. told a Soviet trade
union journal recently that he
welcomed the development of
co-operation between the trade

unions of the two countries.
The Soviet news agency Tass
reported yesterday that Mr. Mur-
ray stressed the “problems on
whick our views diverge,” and
ascribed these to the different
social and economic
structures of the two countries.
Tass said that Mr. Murray, in
an interview with the trade
union journal Trud, had com-
pared contacts between British
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and Soviet trade unions with
the supports on which “bridges
of understanding could be buiit.

“We should build these
bridges carefully and thought-
fully, paying special attention
each time to the welght which
they can sustain,” the agency
quoted him as saying.

Mr. Murray described prob-
lems of mutual interest as im-
cluding attitudes to the multi-
nationals, improvement of labour
protection, and use of lei
time as well as disarmament.,
peace, detente and the relaxa-
tion of tensions between  East
and West.
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BRITISH

STALINIST STATE

TAKEN together, the above two news
items should make us angry and ashamed
for our own trade unions*.

Both appeared just as the Polish. work-
ers’ movement was flaring into life,
full-grown and militant from its beginn-
ing last summer, when the Polish work-
ing class kicked aside the police-state
‘unions’ that had helped shackle them for
the last third of a century and, proceeding
to take on the bureaucrats’ government,
then created a real workers’ movement
in Poland once agam. Throughout the
bitter and dangerous struggie of tne rol-
ish workers to win the right to have free
and self-governing trade unions, the Brit-
ish TUC maintained friendly contact and
cooperation with the strike-breaking gov-
ernment unions. Even when millions of
Polish workers had repudiated them, the
TUC continued to recognise the anti-
working class police-state ‘unions’ as
genuine labour organisations. In the
middle of the strike movement the TUC
stubbornly refused to call off the schedul-

* They are reproduced from Socialist Org-
aniser no.27, October 11th, 1980.

WORKERS AND THE
‘UNIONS’

ed visit of its delegates to the battlefield
as guests of the scab ‘unions’ which were
doing their best to help the Government

beat down the insurgent workers. In the

event the visit was called off by the Poles.

Our trade union movement maintains
friendly contact with the * police-state
‘trade-union’ apparatus of control over
the working class which exists in the
USSR. By its links with it, the TUC re-
cognises this repressive apparatus as a
trade union — which is to help sustain
and spread a great lie. For what exist in
the Stalinist states (except, for now, Pol-
and), are not trade unions in any sense
at all.

It is to preserve the monopoly of these
mis-named ‘trade unions*.that working
class ‘militants like Klebanov and no
doubt many others whose names we don’t
know are tortured and murdered in the
USSR and the other Stalinist states.

The only real trade unions we know of
in Russia are those in which Vladimir
Klebanov is a militant (though there may
well exist other underground workers’
organisations).
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The Morning Star
[lower cutting]
japplauds as Len
Murray ‘coopera-
tes’ with the bur-
eaucratic apparatus
which runs the fake
official ‘unions’ in
the USSR — and
thounds genuine _
trade unionists like
Klebanov.

The official Russian ‘trade unions’ are
no more trade unions than were the offi-
cial trade unions in Poland, against which
the workers revolted. They are even
worse than those of Poland, because in
the USSR the ‘unions’ are part of a
regime which represses and controls the
workers of the USSR with a cauterising
totalitarian thoroughness that has not
been experienced in its fully developed
form in Poland since 1956 (if it ever fully
existed there).

Seen in the light from Poland’s Soli-
darnosc, the ties of the TUC and its con-
stituent unions with the police state ‘un-
ions’ in the various Stalinist states, the
endorsement of the lie that they are real
unions, is not merely scandalous but
intolerable.

We must do something about it!

But the official British labour move-
ment does not seem to want to know
about or concern itself with the conditions
of the working class in the Stalinist
states, or their struggles for basic liber-
ties and the right to form trade unions



