
All th e s e  local figh ts  ne e d b ringing toge th e r 
into a national cam paign, one  th at is  capable  of 

uniting us  all to w in, not 
just th e  future  of th e  NH S 
but also de ce nt pay for all of 
us  w h o w ork  in it. Such  a 
national cam paign ne e ds  a 
top-q uality national 
le ade rs h ip in our union, and 
w e  just don't h ave  th at righ t 
now .

Too ofte n th e  curre nt 
le ade rs h ip of UNISO N are  
guilty of ne gativity. Th e y 
don't as k  for e nough  in pay 
ne gotiations, th e y don't 
ob je ct strongly e nough  
w h e n cuts  are  propose d, and 
th e y don't figh t b ack  w h e n 
th e  gove rnm e nt attack s  our 
pay, pe ns ions, te rm s  and 

conditions  th rough  th ings  lik e  Age nda for 
Ch ange . W ith out th e  national le ade rs h ip w e  
ne e d, h e alth w ork e rs  are  divide d and w e ak .

W ith  a diffe re nt national le ade rs h ip, 
UNISO N could turn th e  tide  in th e  NH S.

Th e  e le ctions  for UNISO N's  National 
Exe cutive  Council h ave  ne ve r b e e n m ore  
im portant. Th e  NH S is  
unde r fie rce  attack , w ith  
politicians  from  all partie s  
saying it is  too e xpe ns ive , 
and h as  to face  com pe tition 
or re place m e nt b y private  
h e alth care . W h o w ill spe ak  
up for th e  NH S, and for 
h e alth w ork e rs  de live ring 
e s s e ntial s e rvice s?

All ove r th e  country 
h e alth w ork e rs  and 
com m unity cam paigns  are  
figh ting b ack  against th e  
cuts  and th e  th re at of 
privatisation. Manch e ste r h as  
s e e n a strik e  of m e ntal 
h e alth  nurs e s, th e  South  
W e st and th e  East M idlands  
h ave  s e e n m ass ive  de m onstrations, and w ork e rs  
in national s e rvice s  lik e  NH S Logistics  and th e  
National Blood Se rvice  h ave  tak e n action to 
de fe nd th e ir s e rvice s, too.

But th e re  is  som e th ing m is s ing.

Solidarity
W O RK ERS'

LIBERTY
Ele ctions  Spe cial - UNISON NEC Ele ctions , April 2007
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By Kate  Ah re ns

UNISON m e m be rs  ne e d le ade rs h ip on pay and cuts

VOTE FOR A UNION 

TH AT FIGH TS BACK



Ele cting a b e tte r le ade rs h ip in UNISO N 
w ould b e  a gre at ste p forw ard, but it w ould still 
b e  only one  ste p. Th e re  is  m uch  m ore  w e  ne e d 
to do.

Th e  gove rnm e nt th ink  th e y can abuse  our 
com m itm e nt to patie nts; th e y th ink  w e  w ill e nd 
up acce pting to b e  paid le s s  ne xt ye ar. Gordon 
Brow n is  trying to im pose  b e low - inflation ris e s  
on all public s e ctor w ork e rs, to s h ow  h ow  tough  
on th e  unions  h e  w ill b e  as  Prim e  M iniste r. Are  
w e  going to le t h im ?

To stop th is  ye ar's  pay cut h e alth w ork e rs  w ill 
ne e d to tak e  som e  form  of action. Th at could 
m e an w ork ing to contract, tak ing our le gally 
e ntitle d b re ak s  or som e  form  of strik e  action. In 
Ire land at th e  m om e nt, nurs e s  are  figh ting for 
b e tte r pay and s h orte r h ours  b y re fus ing to 
answ e r te le ph one  calls or us e  h ospital com pute rs  
-  w h ich  th e y say are  not 'nurs ing dutie s'. Strik e  
action can tak e  diffe re nt form s, or b e  's e le ctive ': 
for e xam ple , finance  or IT staff out on full strik e  
pay w ith  oth e r m e m b e rs  sub s idis ing th e m .

Principle s  of e ffe ctive  action
1. H e alth w ork e rs  s h ould discus s  and de cide  

w h at action th e y are  going to tak e  -  unions  don't 
te ll us  w h at to do, w e  te ll our union w h at to do!

2. Th e  action ne e ds  to b e  e ffe ctive , w h ich  
m e ans  it ne e ds  to targe t NH S b os s e s  and th e  
Gove rnm e nt.

3. W h ate ve r action w e  tak e  it s h ould b e  on 
th e  sam e  days  as  action b y oth e r public s e ctor 
w ork e rs  lik e  civil s e rvants, te ach e rs, council 
w ork e rs  -  w h o also face  s im ilar pay cuts  from  
th e  Gove rnm e nt.

W e  h ope  th is  le afle t w ill give  you som e  
ide as. Talk  to oth e rs  w h e re  you w ork  ab out w h at 
sort of action w e  can tak e  against th e  
Gove rnm e nt's  pay cut, and in de fe nce  of th e  
NH S. As k  your union re p w h at your local 
b ranch  is  doing to pre pare  for action ove r pay, 
and if you h ave n't got a union re p, now  is  th e  
tim e  to e le ct one  -  or pe rh aps  to do th e  job  
yours e lf.

H OW  CAN W E BEAT 

TH E NH S PAY CUT?

Sh ould Gordon Brow n b e  th e  ne xt 
Prim e  M iniste r?

No! Gordon Brow n is  as  m uch  in favour of 
privatisation as  Tony Blair. As  Prim e  M iniste r, 
h e  w ould continue  all th at's  b ad ab out Blair. 
UNISO N s h ould b ack  Joh n McD onne ll M P for 
Lab our le ade r w h e n Blair re s igns. UNISO N 
sponsore d M Ps s h ould nom inate  McD onne ll to 
e nsure  h e  ge ts  on th e  b allot pape r, and th e n 
UNISO N m e m b e rs  can vote  for h im  if th e y 
pay into th e  Affiliate d Political Fund (APF).

W h at can w e  do ab out th e  BNP?
H e alth w ork e rs  h ave  m uch  to lose  if th e  BNP 
ge t a footh old in Britis h  politics. Th e  NH S 
re lie s  on m igrant w ork e rs, and w e  are  all, black  
and w h ite , trade  unionists. Fascists  in pow e r 
h ave  attack e d unions, w anting a q uie t and 
docile  w ork force . Th e  w ay to stop th e  BNP is  
to s h ow  th at th e re 's  a b e tte r w ay to solve  th e  
NH S cris is  th an blam ing black  and As ian 
w ork e rs  -  taxing th e  rich  to fund an NH S th at 
e ve ryone  can us e  and e ve ryone  can b e  proud of.

Find out m ore ! Ge t involve d! H e lp us!
UNISO N m e m b e rs  ne e d to organis e . To do th at 

e ffe ctive ly, w e  ne e d inform ation and ide as.
For a fre e  copy of Solidarity, th e  fortnigh tly 

ne w spape r w h ich  re ports  on w ork e rs' struggle s  across  
th e  w orld, and give s  a voice  to th os e  w h o w ant th e  
unions  to organis e  and agitate  for a b e tte r w orld, s e nd 
th is  form  to Solidarity, PO  Box 823, LO ND O N, SE15 
4NA or e m ail your de tails  to 
solidarity@ actionforsolidarity.org.uk

Nam e : ......................................................

Addre s s : ..................................................

Pos t code : ...............................................

Te le ph one : ..............................................

e m ail: .......................................................




