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Student Stop the War, and the whole anti-war movement, should be making solidarity with workers, students 
and other left/democratic forces in the Middle East central.

The idea that we cannot support these movements against Iran’s theocratic capitalist dictatorship, or 
reactionary elements of the Iraqi "resistance", without strengthening US and UK imperialism, is as ridiculous as 
the idea that it was impossible to oppose both American and Russian imperialism in the Cold War.

"Stop the war" is not enough; we must have something to say about every aspect of the class struggles 
currently sweeping the Middle East. We should make solidarity with the harassed Iraqi trade unions, as well as 
much stronger workers' movements in countries like Egypt and Iran, central to our activity.

Class struggle in the Middle East

Iranian regime steps 
up repression against 
working-class activists

Repression against working-class 
struggle in Iran is intensifying. In recent 
weeks there have been numerous 
arrests and jailings. This includes the 
sentencing of two women activists 
(Souzan Razani and Shiva 
Kheirabadi) to fifteen lashes and four 
months in prison - for the "crime" of 
participating in a May Day celebration.

Some other class war prisoners in Iran:

Abdullah Khani, 40 lashes and 91 days 
in prison
Seyed Qaleb Hosseini, 50 lashes and 
6 months in prison
Khaled Hosseini, 30 lashes and 
suspended prison sentence
Farzad Kamangar, a Kurdish teacher, 
sentenced to death
Afshin Shams, arrested
Mansour Osanloo, leader of Tehran's 
bus workers, in prison since July 2007

For more on class struggle in Iran and to 
protest, see
www.labourstart.org/cgi-bin/
solidarityforever/show_campaign.cgi
?c=416
Also www.workers-iran.org

NUS Honorary Vice-President 
threatened with prison - again

On September 4 Anoosheh Azadbar - the Iranian socialist 
student activist who, on the initiative of Education Not for Sale, 
was elected NUS Honorary Vice-President by an 
overwhelming majority at NUS conference - was brought before a 
court on charges of plotting against the Islamic regime, plotting 
against the Islamic order and acting against Iranian "national 
interests" with a left-wing group.

The charges are in connection with an anti-war and anti-regime 
demonstration in which she was prominently involved in 
December 2007 - part of a series of demonstrations that led to 
widespread arrests of student activists earlier this year.

Other activists are facing similar charges. To get involved in 
organising protests, email education.not.for.sale@gmail.com or 
see www.free-education.org

Iraqi government and militias 
terrorise workers' leaders

From the General Federations of Workers’ Councils and 
Unions in Iraq 

To all labor unions and federations and progressive parties and 
movements around the world

On August 24, 2008 GFWCUI called for a mass demonstration 
against the recent resolutions issued by the Minister of Finance in 
which he ordered decreasing the wages and benefits of the 
workers.

On that day, the officials asked the workers to send their 
delegates for negotiation with the minister's office manager. As a 
result, Subhi Albadri was elected to head a delegation of labour 
leaders to represent the workers who took to the street in 
thousands. (PTO)


