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'}relond and troop:, out
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- SOCILLISH, Our progromme for Irelend iss sociolisn - a gocilalist Iveland
: integrated into a Socinlist Federation of Burope; thus, in .
passing, rosolving the age-0ld confliph with Dritcin cn ‘the
basis of British-Irish aquality wif: The Socialist Urited States
of Eumpeo o ) ) .

KuTIORAL
QUESTION
Only the working class can maka Irelmd aocialiat by conquering
- power, But the necessary unity of the Iriﬁ; vo&ns eclags is held
back and has for over a century been od inpossible becouse -
of the chronic communal antagonisn, oemti‘éé in the north-east of
the islond. This entagonisn runs through an classes in society.
. In politics it ie expressed on ope side unionisn - the desire

for close links or integration with Britain; and. on the other
by linited - Hone Rule - na’&iomiim Gaﬁ By :t‘ull socale ~ Re;mblican—
aaparatism. :

Irish history for over a hundred years has boen dominated by
the irresol Bble contradiction between the Irish majority's e |
 comittment to Home Rule or separation from Britain and ite ; i
comtifttment to Irish unity, A powerful Irish minority opposed even
‘limited Irish local governuent (Home Rule) because, cunsidering
" itself British ond being vigo:zously Protestant, it ref'used to lat
itself beame 8 nere minority ina ca*khulic Irelmd o

!Ehe combination of the ainerity with a aection of the kiti&'h
ruling closs led to the rupture of Irish political wmily add to the
partition of Irelsnd, In & process that begam with a powerful,
nainly Cotholic novenent for Home Rule, omd thon a powerful, moinly
‘Protestant, Unionist counter movenent, the psople of Ireland
achieved not one but two Home Rules; and for the 26 Counties Home
Rule quickly evolved in! o raal (1936 7) and thsn over formal
republicém indegendence 1949). o o . ,

WHY But Partition was the’ opposite of a demmtic solut :Loa. The C
PARTITION  Protestant nminority were — with the excepticn of mosi of Antrin and :
Was . Down - heavily intervovon witn the otber Irish comrunity. 4 cluar

UNDEMO- separating out .of the minority wns not possible. Instend of o .

CRsTIC denoeratic solution by way of tis moturcl Irish minority negotinting

end arbitrarily cut Irelend ‘in two - creating a new, artificial
Catholic minority in the North which was bigger as ~ proportion of.
the 6 County population than all the Irish Protestants were in the
whole of Irelend, This is nc solution., The late 60s Catholic revolt
" apainst their condition of boing sevond class citizens in the 6 Caunt-
jes, and the IRA's 16 year long war against the British army and *i
state personnel of the 6 Counties, is the proof that the Partitior _ |
settlenont mpomé. on the Irish mjoxity in 1920 is a5 mtenabls o8 |
it is unjust and arbitrary. s S

ninority rights with the natural Irish majority, Partition brutally o
i
|
|




SELF
DETER-
MINATION
FOR

IRELAND

FEDERALISH

AS PART
OF 4
DEMOCRATIC
SOLUTION

working class and not

P 5 J:{j L'E,E ;"j»,:’

. .Agoinst the oppression of Ireland by Britain, socialists like
Mars and Engels srguod for an immedinte democratic programe - for
the Irish people's right 46 solf-deternination. 'Socialism now! was
not a sufficient answer to tho national conflict in the pre-Irish
secession UK, The class unity of the British and Irish workers
could best be secured if British socinlista advocated the right of
-the Irish people to secede fron ‘the UK 1f they wanted to - 2ad the

najority did.

Ago.:t.ns'b Britain i:n Ireland now, naintaining the artificial and

undenoeratic partition of Ireland with military force, self-detor-

nination for tho people of Ireland as a whole remains the contral
democratic prowe for British and Ir:.sh sooialista.

; In the ligh“ of the exiatence ci‘ one millien people in Ireland
who consider themselves Briti h, the only possible deuocratic » P

version of Irish self :?'% %%*tiog ¢f gyhggonl i;i:ﬁ gﬁcﬁea .

federal Irclond, in which, instend of Pertition which creetes two
Irish minorities (ome of them, the 6 County Cotholics, artificial)
north of the Partition border, the patursl Irish (Protrstant)
minority will be freely able to protect its interests und 1den*'ity
for as long as it chooses to. Just as it was no part of serious
working closs politics to counterpose socialisn within the old UK

; to the Irdsh majority's cesire for Home Rule, so now ii is no part
_of marxist pelitics to counterposs o socialist Ireland to a denmoeratic
 solution of the conflict that divides the people of Ireland, The.
problen is to create the conditions - working class unity - that will
‘whke. it possible for Irish workers to win socialism, Mutual respoct

and guarantoes against any attenpt by eitber sidet to indulge in

- chauvinist tranpling on. the rights or suscept:bilibies of the other -~
- thet is now the precondition for Irish workers unity on.a moss scole.

Innedintely, the advoency of such & progremnme is a precondition for
advonced workers fron ‘both Northern Ivish communities to be able to
“$alk to ench othor and to the less a&vanoed in their own coz:mtnltws )

nbout olass poli‘bics.

That a federal um.*eci Ireland is the only viable salutiun
to the crlppling contradiction between the Irish maaerity's
desires for unity and for mwpendmce was recognised by the
Republican leaders in 1921 ~ specifically by Eanonn de Valera,
De Valera was also prepared to retain some link with Briiuin

_ outside the Britich Bupire {'external essociation') in deference

- %0 the desires and’ proclaimei g ‘entity of 'l:he Ixish minority. -

’ Federalisn was thcn a democyritic iimj.t'ztmn a,nd quo lificotion

. on the self-determination of the Icish majority born cut of

recognition end aceceptance of the rights of thnt million people

of Ireland who consider themselves British, or anyway (istinc?
‘from other Irish. To refuse to nccept some variané of federalizn
 today - the approach adopted already 65 years cgo by the
: intransigent Ropubl -ican adherents of the all-Irish republic
declared in 1916 and again in 1919 ~ is to be not an Irish

’mmﬁﬂ map.,.-hut..n, slunlic.Ind 5hvr*hanm.ﬂ b e mnra vw



FEDERALISH
. PROVOS

TROOPS OUT

' WITHOUT 4 -
POLITICAL
SETTLEMENT

CIVIL WZR

-

COULD THE
CaTHOLICS
WIN?

By rejeoting federalisn in 1981~2 the -Provisional INA

left itself no way, sven notionally, of relating to the Prot-

estants except by an'attempt to conquer and subjugate then;

it thercfore defined itself as a chauvinist noverent, socially

- rooted in and linited by the. bitter experience and limited

outloock of the mocond, artificinlly created, Irish nixmtity. -
the Gathonu eonmmﬁ:y or the 3ix Counties,

. mtm in Northern Ireland now has a dual role, Fundanen~
tally it maintains the partitioned status quo, while trying to

modify it by such imnovntions as the Anglo~ Irish agreencnt,.

If the rulors of Britain hnd for the past 18 years beem

_.deliberately trying to prime and stoke up a sectarian oivil
- wax,. then they would have done exactly as they have been dcing.

- Their fundamental role is reactionary and ropressive in Novihe
* ern Ireland, because the structures they dofend there are . E

- vnviable and deatmctive fer both ooununitias in the Six
Ga\a«eias.

. But that does not exhaust the deseription of British rule
in Northern Ireland. In however reactionary and brutslly
- short-sighted o way, Britain in Northern Ireland exercises the
stote power in an area ruled fon London for hundreds-of ye;.re

. two-thirds of whose people want to be ruled from London and

will fight txeaimt being ruled fron Dublin. The existence of
the British state ~ which they comsider theirs - holds back
the Unionists from attempting to set up theirown autonomous

- statepowor there, If that role werc to be abandoned precipi-

tately, and the British state power in Northern Ireland were
to abdicate and withdraw, then what would inevitably follow -

would be on attempt by the Protestants to replace the British
st&ta hy their owm state power. .

Kothmg other thztn defeat in nll-out commimal wer would
induce the Protestonis to lot the British state be replaced
in Northorn Irelend by either an 'IRA-ptate!, based on the Six
County minority, or = a Dublin-xun nll-Irelaxx& ‘state. Northern
Ireland Catholics for their part would resist and fight the
Protestant state, Events in Northern Ireland would unfold
according to-.the pattern they followed after the Britishsstute
power in Pelestine abdicated in 1947-8, Gonpeting groups ‘of
arned nen and women frou both ccmmmities would try to fill
the state vacuup, to become the state power in. particulin,
arens (end in as wide an aven ns possible). There would Le
bloody conflict letween the armed groups of the- two sides,

- conpeting for torritory, and therefore competing to drive out

or slaughter as pany people ns posgible of the hostile COrgIun~
ity in the contested tmz.*ory.& Nt :

~ The idea that ihe I?Jx, ‘based on the minority Catholic
community, could fill the vacuum is prepostcrous. Could the
IRA and the southern stante £i11 it together? They could only
do it by woy of an all~cut ¢ivil war involving the whols of
Irelend, In feet the people of the scuth would hove no



. about Ireland to realise thot sectarian civil war would surely
- follow precipitate British withdrowal - thot the IRA with
_peérhaps Iimited wnofficial support from the scuth oould beat

4n refors no Will, far much & v
g as the subjugation of the cne milliee Protestmnts, -
jdea - held by sore of those on the left who lmcs enough

down ‘the Six County majority, is also preposterous, Simn Feim = =
demands that the British state disarm the Protestrnts before it
goes - which is already a deporturs from simple t{roops out now
and no more! ~ but oven if Britein did do that, nothirg shoxt.

of large-ecale missusres could stop the Protestante rearming

apd rising in revolt. . ST

N

So if the Britdsh state fust abdicates, we are loft with

 the certainty of ‘sectorian civil war in the north of Ireland,

PG!'hBPEBPi ling over to the south of Ireland and Scotland,

It is equally certain that this civil war would be resolved .

by o new partition. The border would have moved north and east,

 perhaps; 8s tht Catholic majority areas in the Six Countles
- were incorporeted into the !southern!sstate; but & border thure

 would still be, The price would be immense in lives lost aud

bitterness created, The Irish trade union movement woiuld be

ruptured, Clericnl renction would probably be immense’y
trengthened on both sides of the border. Nothing would be
od for Irish unity, Irish republicaniem, or Irisi. sociniism.

o in

It the Northorn Ireland conflict spread to Ssotland -~ 28 1%
* probably would - # section of the British labour movenent would

probably also be destroyed by sectarianism, Britain, the US4, and
NATO could probably get any militery relotionship tiwy needed
with the Northorn mtate, and quite likely with the southern one
too. In. sum, nothing vemotely progressive could come out of this
solution to the presemt dmpssse irn Northorn Ireland, Every likely
and foresseable consequence would be regressive and hermful to

“what we stand for and fight for. o _

‘Therefors trocps out without o political settlement is

‘& demand for the abdication of the existing state in Korthern
Ireland, It would not lead to something better than what exists

there now - with all its repressions and horrers for fo years,
It would lend to something much worse: to sectariom civil war
innodiately, ond o two Irish states, their secterica identities
nowly reshaped and refurbish-d, for long after. Seocinlists

give no support to the bourgeois democratic state; it we are
agninst replacing the bourgecis-denccratic stato = ewn ome
whose operation involves a passive crosion of democracy, as it
does in Northern Ircland -~ with something historically lower.

~ in the scale’ of political evolution, The interests of the

working class capnot be served and doveloped in that way, oviy
thrown further back. T -

Proops out is o fetish for parts of the left, It serves ta
a cover for a variety of prograumes, such as Sinn Fein's demand
that the British disarm the Protestants before they »o, or the
perapectivé of those in Britain ‘whose private answer to the
prospect of sectariom oivil wor is that the Protestants could
be beaten and subjugnted. '



TROOPS OUT

WAY & HOW
VE SUPPORT
TROOPS OUT

- Irieh state
- troops out moons self-determination for the people of Ireland aa

, "kroops out without & settlenent!',

- tion and territ
division in Ireland as & result of bloody repartition inte

two states nade nore or less: horcgoneous by mutual Catholi. -

-

wo m;jeet tho i:roops out ggtis . i‘racpe mrb is only one

_ possible concretisation of our basic democratic slogan for
‘Irelend: seclf-determination for Irelmnd as a whms, with internal

autonony for the natu:ral Irish winority.* Whether it actuslly

- im a ooncre:tiaation of self-«detamimtian is o quewion that

ttroops out! alone -cannot, answore Bocause of the existence of
one million Irish people living in a compact mass in north-cast.
Ireland who are deterninod not to bo 4neorporated into = witary
{or, right now, into any all-Irish state), whether -

a whole. depends on the nature of the politz.cal sottlerent that
goes wit;h trooys out.’ o

, :t‘.ven the ai:titudes of the one nillion Protest: ,m,, rz:sht
now troops cut alone stepds in flat contradiction to self-

- deterninatica for the Irisk people as & whole. Troops out alone

is o programne that only . rosses the politics of those who
think thet getting Britain cut of Ireland is the hishest gosl,

- . at:whatever cost. Eowover naticnalist for 'for a single unitary
‘Irish state' such people may think they axe, in fact their

vorsion of troops out -~ without a political settlenent -
inevitably and inescapably reesms 'dunl seli-doternirnitiont.
Distinct: 'solf-deternination! for the two Irish comuunities
would be the inevitable political settlement acconpoiiying
Trocps out without a prior
political settlenent would liberate and allow self~d. tormination

not to the Irish 72-county mnjority, nor to the Six Counties

‘Catholic ninority, btut to tho Northemrm Ireland Protestants,
- It would set’ the Pretostant community completely adrift from -
Britain to seck its own self~detormination within Ireland ard

in relation to the Irish m;jerity by wa,y of bloody eivil war
and repnrtitien. .

In emclusicn: trobps out without a political settlement

. thevefore meems not Irish self-doterminntion, but dusl

Protestant-Catholic salf»dotem:!natmn. septardan eivil wox

as the arbiter botween the competing clains for sclf~doternine-
ry in the island; ond the perpetuation of T

Protestant slvughter nnd m‘& driving ont of T2 liens'

None of thw dminiﬁhas the fact 'that the BritzsL M‘s

o g e e e e ws we e

% "For Ireland as a whole! ‘m, sauge ﬂze ccrmnmitios are too
interwoven to allow & penceful separating out of the two Irish

contnnities into two stales moxe or léss cleanly expressing the

separate identities of both groups. We support o (federal)

united Ireland for practical recaoms based on the facis of tle
situntion, and not because we subscribe to the nysticnl shibtol-
eth of Irish unity as & gonl in. itself which is cemtrrl to all ‘

Irish natimlism, left &nd mght,



- struggle agninst it by the Northern Cathelic tinority 48 - . -
fundanentally just. Our task is not to settle for o continued
British prosente as a 'lesser evil'; but to mop out 2 prograne
for the working class, This progratme rust oontain an amswe= —
, _ both to the brutelity and injustice of the British Awmy proscnee
] S . and of partition; and to the dmnger cf sectarinn eivil war. o
B o So we advoeate & wnited Ireland with spacial provision for
] the Protestonts. Ve advocate troops.out as part of o package .
o . together with that, We rofuse to noke & fetish of troops out,
R S which is only one part of our comprehonsive working-clobs |
- " progranne, and which, outside a ninimal denocratic prograrme,
- inplies anfl in practice inevitably would generate, ancther,
L : antagonistic !'progremmet - sectarian civil war and repartition.

: 2 ‘Troops out is used in the British labour novenent as the
‘  pain sloganistic expression of commitment to self-deternination
. which is as yet programnetically unclear. This is so, essentially,
_ boenuse there is nuch ignorance of Irish realities in thelabour
 novenent becnuse the -crulest Bepublican oversinplifications (the =
. 8ix Counties as !Br;tish-occupied Ireland!) have scue weight in ‘
+ parts of the novenont; and because there is a hardened will to
- igmore the probleu of the Protestanta on the part of the ronantio
. Phisd-Worldist loft. Given that we beligve that the sualysis '
above suns up the true state of affnirs in Iroland, -and the real
alternatives -nd possibilities there, how do we relate to the
slogan 'troops out'? - SR P

CWHAT WE DO. A, In the paper we always prosent ttroops out! as part of
- PRACTICALLY 4 programmatic package, together with ouxr basie denccratic
. IN. THE . progroome as the only altormstive to sectarian civil war (that
. DO e = fedsrul mited Irelsud, ote) «
o - . B. When we put motions in the labour novenent, we always
. nake 'troops out! part of a programnatic package togother with
' . proposals for n federal united Ireland; when other pecple's
.- notions call fer troops out without such propostls we Dove
. apendnents b0 -add then. And we fight for those aneninents in the
- gpirit of peorle who know what pregramme 'trocps. out! without a
~ political settlement inplies and would bring..
. ¢. Genernlly in owr propagonda and explapation we nake it
cloar that sectarian civil war - which is the 4nevitable result, -
ot presont,of troops out without a political settlenent ~ i3 mm
 unqualified evil from which nothing progressive could cone foxr
* either Irish republicanisn or socialisn, It is in no way a lesser
ovil, or a foru of self-doternination which we should support.
Wo rejeéct the bland ond suicidol spirit of those who think thet got-
~ ting Britain out is & self-sufficient goal, whatever it costs. the
- people of Irelond. We dsmounce the thinly-covered Dritish pation-
" plisn of those, 1like the RCP, on the British left, who argue that
‘nothing in Ireland is as inpcrtant as defeating the British :
ruling class. Unlike these people, we do oare about what Lappens
in Irelemd,
D. This in no way dnhibits or dininishes our -exposure of
 thegvil role of the British Arny in Ireland. It only neans that
| - _ ‘ weéz not inmplicitly present post-sectarian-civil-wur Ireland as
li . better, - e h
| \ -
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B. If our taeadoents dre defeated, wo vote for troope cut
notions so long a8 {a) thoy are linked %o n united Ireland;

of tho dobate is not such that our vote for would
‘reckless about sectarian civil war. ‘ .

"'We rocogiise thut the igsue needs further debate anong

- ‘ewM¥lvea, though the abeve will do to guide us for the coning

" pumths, An extended HED to be held in September cr October should

~ review the position and is authorised to revise it.




