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UPPING PRESSURE ON 
JUST EAT AND STUART
By Michael Elms

Food couriers across the UK 
are continuing their battle 

over pay against industry giant 
Just Eat and their delivery sup-
plier Stuart. At the same time 
as fuel prices spiral upwards, 
Stuart riders are dealing with 
the effects of a 24% cut in their 
base rate of pay; and those rid-
ers who are contracted directly 
by JustEat have also been hit 
with falling rates of pay per de-
livery.

There is an urgent need for 
the labour movement to back 
these couriers by supporting 
their strike fund and helping 
spark couriers’ strikes in their 
area. Please use the model 
motion, circulate the link to the 
strike fund, tinyurl.com/Stuart-
Strike, and contact us on awl@
workersliberty.org if you will 
help spread the dispute to your 
area.

Couriers’ strikes over pay 
started in Sheffield on 6 De-
cember. Following a break for 
Christmas and new year, strike 
action has occurred every sin-
gle day in Sheffield since 10 
January. The Sheffield drivers, 
who started the strike and re-
main key to its spread, are ap-
proaching 100 days of strike 
action.

The strength of the Sheffield 

drivers’ organisation is due to 
the years of organising which 
drivers there have conducted, 
with the help of the Sheffield 
Workers’ Liberty group since 
2019. Lately other socialists in 
the city including members of 
the Labour and Green Parties, 
Socialist Alternative, and the 
Socialist Party have joined in 
with the strike effort.

Far from petering out, the 
strike continues to spread and 
drivers continue to mount am-
bitious actions to rattle their ex-
ploiters into conceding on pay.

Greggs
On Thursday 24 March doz-
ens of drivers and supporters 
from across Yorkshire and the 
North East demonstrated inside 
the national headquarters of 
Greggs in Newcastle, “Greggs 
House”. Drivers piled into the 
lobby area with banners and 
placards, and demanded to 
speak to the senior manage-
ment team who bear respon-
sibility for the Just Eat contract 
and its outrageously low pay. 
In successive speeches, drivers 
revealed the depths of misery 
that these firms’ greed have 
plunged them into.

This action punctured the “so-
cially responsible” posturing of 
the Greggs firm, which has bur-
nished its image by making do-

nations to charities. Faced with 
the reality of its profiteering, 
Greggs would only send down 
the HR manager, who com-
manded the demonstrators to 
leave, and immediately called 
the police.

Meanwhile the strike contin-
ues to spread. Strikes, meetings 
and fresh organisation drives 
are in progress in Worcester, 
Wolverhampton, Colchester, 
Hampshire, Kent, and other 
places. For some weeks, driv-
ers in Dewsbury have been 
striking on a weekly basis. In 
the space of 24 hours strikes 
began in Morley and Birstall 
(targeting the McDonalds res-
taurants in those locations) and 
a drivers’ meeting was held in 
Leeds itself, in the Elland Road 
McDonald’s, which resolved on 
strike action, to begin on Fri-
day 1 April at the Elland Road 
and White Rose restaurants. On 
Monday 28 March, drivers in 
Chesterfield carried out a fully 
successful 100% shut-down of 
all restaurants on the Just Eat 
platform and demonstrated in 
the town centre.

Socialists across the UK 
should throw their weight be-
hind this escalating movement 
to organise and civilise the gig 
economy! □
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Down with Putin! Arm Ukraine!
The Financial Times recently ran an 

op-ed piece speculating on the 
probabilities of the various paths the 
conflict in Ukraine could take. Given 
a 60% chance was the likelihood of a 
drawn-out conflict. 

Tragically, as things stand now, a 
long war does look likely. The alterna-
tive prospects of a quick overturn of 
Vladimir Putin’s regime in Russia, or 
a quick military victory for Ukraine — 
events which were hope will happen, 
and which we are working for — seem 
less likely.

Putin, despite the military setbacks he 
has suffered, still has greater resources 
than Ukraine. Ukraine’s President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky, visibly frustrated, has 
demanded more, and more effective 
weaponry from the West. He wants an-
ti-ship weapons, aircraft and weaponry 
that can deal with artillery. Zelensky has 
demanded 1% of the military stock the 
Western states are sitting on, and are 
currently not supplying.

The US and European governments 
should give Ukraine what it needs in 
its war of self-defence. We can’t regret 
the measures against oligarchs close 
to Putin, but the economic sanctions 
are not putting heavy pressure on the 
Russian government, not short-term at 

least. On 17 March the market price 
of Russian government bonds more 
than doubled when J P Morgan pro-
cessed interest payments on a bond 
and the US government nodded 
it through. Russia’s revenues from 
oil and gas exports have increased 
since the invasion, not decreased, 
because raised prices overwhelm 
reduced volumes.

If the war does grind on for weeks 
and months the chances of dramatic, 
terrible escalations increase. Firstly 
because Putin may well soon take 
the southern port of Mariupol, cur-
rently surrounded, half-destroyed and 
starved, with part of its civilian popula-
tion living in basements. 3,500 soldiers 
of the elite Ukrainian 36th Marine Bri-
gade defend the town, without sup-
plies or air support, and without any 
means of preventing bombing raids. 
They face 14,000 Russian troops, one 
tenth of the whole Russian invasion 
force. The Ukrainian side has refused to 
surrender and fighting is taking place, 
street-by-street.

If Mariupol falls those Russian troops 
can then be re-deployed, perhaps 
against Kharkiv, still holding out in 
Ukraine’s north East. 

Russia helped the murderous Syrian 
regime to defeat rebels by surround-
ing, starving and destroying one Syrian 
town after another. This is a tactic Putin 
has used before.

Putin has the option of doing to other 

cities what he has unleashed against 
Mariupol. The Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, 
has so far escaped some of the carnage 
faced by Mariupol. Petrol is no longer 
rationed in Kyiv, bread is back on shop 
shelves, and the trains are running. But 
that could change very quickly. 

And then there is the danger of the 
war spreading, drawing in the Western 
powers into direct war wih Russia. US 
President Joe Biden has spoken about 
having to act if Putin uses chemical 
weapons. What Biden means is unclear, 
(and Obama made a similar statement 
in 2012 about the use of chemical 
weapons in Syria, and then did very lit-
tle when they were used.) But if Putin 
deploys chemical weapons the West 
could possibly be drawn into the war. 

And the possibilities of miscalcula-
tions and accidents during a long-run-
ning conflict could produce a similar 
result: a bigger war, with more partici-
pants, and more death and destruction, 
with Ukraine’s fate being subordinated 
to the more general war. The best way 

to work against that threat is to max-
imise solidarity with Ukraine now.

The on-going negotiations between 
Ukraine and Russia seem to be deliv-
ering nothing, so far. Western dip-
lomats claim that only second-rank 
Russian politicians are involved in the 
discussions, people who have no au-
thority to make decisions.

However, in the end, a peace agree-
ment may well be signed, perhaps 

after a ceasefire when Russian troops 
dig in creating, de facto, a new border.

The danger for Ukraine, during any 
talks with Russia, is pressure from the 
West to sign away Ukrainian rights. 
France and Germany pressed Ukraine 
in this way in 2014-5, to sign the 
pro-Russian (and now obsolete) Minsk 
Agreements. The big Western powers 
have an interest in peace in Europe and 
re-establishing working relations with 
Putin. In the future, they may step over 
Ukraine in order to shake Putin’s hand.

We remain for Ukrainian self-deter-
mination and support Ukraine’s war of 
self-defence. □

Trade union march for Ukraine on 9 April

The civil servants’ union 
PCS is backing a labour 

movement demonstration for 
Ukraine, in central London, on 
Saturday 9 April, noon from 
Parliament Square.

The march intends to high-
light UK labour movement 
support for Ukrainian self-de-
termination, defence of the 
Ukrainian trade union move-
ment, and opposition to Rus-
sia’s brutal, imperialist war.

The demonstration is sup-
ported by Ukraine’s Confed-
eration of Free Trade Unions. 
It is important that Ukraine’s 
working class knows that UK 
workers stand with them.

We urge all active trade un-
ionists and those who believe 
in international workers’ soli-
darity to support this demon-
stration and march with us. 

Bring your workmates, and a 
delegation from your trade 
union, and march behind your 
trade union branch banner. 
Ask your Labour Party to do 
likewise.

As we go to press a differ-
entiation is taking place inside 
the trade unions and on the 
left on this issue. A number of 
large national unions will back 
this march, we understand.

This section of our labour 
movement should take credit 
for making a stand in defence 
of Ukraine and its labour 
movement.

Some unions, along with So-
cialist Worker, will stand back. 
The arguments they will use 
are: what about NATO? What 
about the crimes of US impe-
rialism? What about this, what 
about that.

We say in response: what 
about looking at the real war 
being fought right in front 
of your eyes, in which NATO 
is not fighting, while Putin’s 
army is aiming to obliterate 

Ukraine’s right to self-deter-
mination? What about taking 
your hands out of your pock-
ets and acting in defence of 
your brothers and sisters in 
the burning towns of Eastern 
Ukraine? What about noticing 
that the first victims of Putin’s 
occupation are workers, and 
trade unions and democracy?

Following the creation of the 
enclaves of the so-called Lu-
hansk and Donetsk People’s 
Republics, carved out of East-
ern Ukraine by Putin in 2014, 
trade unions were trampled 
on and dissent was repressed. 
These states are run by gang-
sters responsible only to the 
Russian state. This is what 
Russian-occupied Ukraine will 
look like. Our people will be 
terrorised.

We must stand for Ukrainian 
self-defence.

Although the big majority 
of British trade unionists, if 
given a vote, would support 
Ukraine’s fight, some members 
of union executives, perhaps 

influenced by the pro-China, 
union-funded Morning Star 
newspaper, and the Commu-
nist Party, stand (quietly, ob-
structing) in opposition.

The unions should stop fund-
ing the Morning Star, which is a 
disgrace.

This “left’s” unwillingness to 
back Ukraine is not an isolated 
mistake. There is a pattern. 
The leading people who will 
not back Ukraine are (more 
or less) the same leftists who 
backed the nationalist stupid-
ity of Brexit and who deny Isra-
el’s right to exist.

Mistake after mistake on the 
left is explained by the corrup-
tion of socialism by Stalinism. 
These socialists define them-
selves by opposition to the 
US. Whatever the US does is 
wrong, whoever their enemies 
are, we side with.

We need to return to defin-
ing socialism by what we are 
for, not simply who we op-
pose. We need to redefine so-
cialism as a project which has 

human liberation at its centre. 
We hope one additional ben-
efit will occur from this PCS 
initiative. Too often, in recent 
years, the trade unions “con-
tracted out” demonstrations 
they should have organised 
themselves to front organisa-
tions for the SWP (Stand Up to 
Racism) or to Stalinistic-domi-
nated rag-bags (Stop the War).

Trade unions have given 
generous donations to these 
campaigns. Their union gen-
eral secretaries have often 
been given platforms at rallies 
organised by Stand Up to Rac-
ism etc. They have turned up, 
but without mobilising their 
members.

We need to end all that. Stop 
funding Stop the War and 
spend the money on trade 
union initiatives. Let’s fight in 
our own name. Let’s put union 
members on the streets to 
fight in our own name.

Victory to Ukraine! Victory to 
the Ukrainian working class! □

23-24 April in London

Workers’ Liberty has our yearly 
conference in London on 

23-24 April, and we’re currently run-
ning Zoom pre-conference meet-
ings. □

Editorial

Editorial
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Fight back against 
Sunak’s inequality push!
By Mohan Sen

After the 23 March Spring Statement 
from Rishi Sunak, the UK’s rich-

est MP with personal wealth of over 
£200m, the government’s own Office of 
Budget Responsibility (OBR) predicts 
that average real household incomes 
will fall 2.2% over the next 12 months 
— “the biggest fall in living standards 
in any single financial year since ONS 
[Office of National Statistics] records 
began in 1956-7”.

Meanwhile, the latest gross rate of 
return (profits) for private non-financial 
corporations was 10.8% (Q2-3, 2021), 
up on the rate in 2019 Q2-3. The FTSE 
share index, a measure of capitalists’ 
expectations of future income, has 
risen since a dip when Covid first hit, 
and, after a flicker when Russia invaded 
Ukraine, is back to pre-Covid highs. 
The Marmot report in late 2020 already 
found that “as a result of Covid-19, ine-
qualities in wealth will widen even be-
yond their high pre-pandemic levels”.

The OBR says that Sunak’s tinkering 
will ameliorate the coming hit for the 
majority by only a third. And new tax 
cuts will compensate for only a sixth of 

the total tax increases previously an-
nounced, like the National Insurance 
rise.

The Resolution Foundation describes 
a “huge income squeeze coming” and 
a “complete disaster for living stand-
ards”. It says the income squeeze will 
actually be 4% for working-age house-
holds and 6% for the poorest quarter. 
By 2027 real wages will be only just 
above what they were in 2008. Com-
pared to pre-2008 wage growth this 
means the average worker losing out 
by over £11,000 a year.

The Tories’ plans directly impose re-
al-terms income cuts on many millions 
of public sector workers and benefit 
recipients. Benefits will rise by only 
3.1% — this after the £1,000 cut to Uni-
versal Credit — and the government is 
recommending only 3% even for NHS 
workers.

Average real wages more broadly 
have already fallen by 1% in the last 
year. Only vigorous action by the la-
bour movement can turn round the 
trend.

The starting point must be wide-
spread pay strikes. Those require a dif-
ferent attitude from trade union leaders 

than shown over NHS pay in 2020-21.
Grassroots health worker activists got 

a campaign off the ground by street 
protests in 2020, but the NHS unions 
did little to encourage them, or even 
opposed them. That attitude, plus pan-
demic stress, drove the dispute into the 
ground.

The anti-union laws make national in-
dustrial action difficult, but far from im-
possible. The UCU dispute shows that, 
even if the UCU leadership is now mak-
ing a mess of it. Partial or local pay dis-
putes face fewer obstacles. Some gig 
economy workers, like the food cou-
riers, escape anti-strike laws because 
they are legally not employees.

We must build the strongest possible 
support for existing pay disputes such 
as the food couriers and the Coventry 
bin strike.

The unions should campaign for 
benefits uprated at least in line with 
inflation, and a higher minimum wage. 
With the legal minimum increasing to 
£9.50 from 1 April, the call for £10 an 
hour looks increasingly threadbare. 
Labour conference demanded £15 an 
hour, and shadow secretary of state for 
employment rights Andy McDonald 

resigned when told to oppose that de-
mand. So where is the campaign?

Even real campaigning for £10 an 
hour would be a step forward.

The anti-trade union laws are often 
cited as reason for inaction; they should 
be cited more as something the labour 
movement must fight to overturn.

History shows that Tory governments 
can be shifted — but only if the labour 
movement makes clear demands and 
organises action. And a Labour govern-
ment will not deliver even on limited 
demands without campaigning and 
pressure. That must start now.

Keir Starmer’s Labour attacks the To-
ries over living standards, but offers 
very little in the way of alternative pol-
icies. It has not even committed to re-
versing the cut in Universal Credit!

The policies passed by Labour con-
ferences, from a £15 minimum wage 
through repeal of anti-union laws to 
public ownership of energy, provide 
a good starting point for the labour 
movement to build a campaigning 
platform.

Trade unionists and socialists should 
demand Labour fights for them. □

Police out of schools!
By David Santos

Police officers in schools are 
called “safer schools of-

ficers”. But as many students 
point out, these officers make 
schools less safe for them.

A 15 year old girl, Child Q, 
was assaulted at her school by 
Metropolitan Police officers 
two years ago under the prem-
ise of a strip search after a 
(false) accusation that she had 
cannabis. A local safeguarding 
review noted that racism con-
tributed to the decision to strip 
search Child Q, who is Black. 

Over 5,000 children have 
been strip searched in London 
schools in the last three years. 
That figure only includes strip 
searches that took place after 
arrests, so the real figure is 
higher.

As happened with Child 
Q, police often question and 
search students without any 
teacher, parent, or safeguard-

ing officer present. The police 
are often supposedly there in 
response to so called gang 
crime, knife crime, “radicalisa-
tion”. In fact these scenarios 
leads to further marginalisation 
and criminalisation of work-
ing-class young people. Police 
intimidation and violence also 
serves as a means to silence 
those who challenge teachers 
and authority.

A protest called outside 
Stoke Newington police sta-
tion (in the same borough as 
Child Q’s school) attracted sev-
eral hundreds, including many 
school students. An online pe-
tition reached over 30,000 sig-
natures in just two days. This is 
not just a few “bad apples”, but 
a violent system that needs to 
be dismantled.

There have been mass sit-
ins in secondary schools, and 
walkouts at several schools in 
London. Students at City and 
Islington College walked out 

on 21 March over stop and 
search at the school, and will 
again on 31 March. 

No More Exclusions have 
been doing work on the 
school-prison pipeline for 
some time. Students and 
school workers acting to-
gether have the agency to win 
more widespread support for 
radical ideas to transform ed-
ucation. Building that force 
is the way to force police out 
of schools, end punitive and 
authoritarian school manage-
ment, and redesign curricula.

Continuing the protests of 
mobilised young people is an 
important immediate step, and 
needs to be followed up with a 
serious effort for student-staff 
solidarity to take control of 
education. University students 
should also engage with these 
campaigns, and make the links 
between education struggles 
on campus and in schools. □

Upcoming meetings
Workers’ Liberty meetings are open to all, and 

unless otherwise stated are online over zoom. 

Friday 27 - Sunday 29 May: Come to LO Fete 
with Workers’ Liberty. More info bit.ly/wl-lo

For our calendars of events, updated details, 
zoom links, more meetings and resources, see 
workersliberty.org/events or scan QR code □

https://youtube.com/c/WorkersLibertyUK
https://workersliberty.org/meetings
http://workersliberty.org/audio
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/uksectoraccounts/datasets/profitabilityofukcompanies
https://www.workersliberty.org/story/2021-01-26/seize-wealth-mend-inequality
https://nomoreexclusions.com/
http://bit.ly/wl-lo
http://workersliberty.org/events


4 @workersliberty fb.com/workerslibertyworkersliberty.org @workersliberty

Quietly hoping for a 
Russian victory
By Jim Denham

Having spent the whole of Janu-
ary and most of February pouring 

scorn on the idea that Russia might 
invade Ukraine, the Morning Star per-
formed a screeching 180% u-turn when 
it actually happened and announced 
that it opposed the invasion.

But that opposition was, at best, half-
hearted, reflecting the stance of the 
paper’s political masters in the Com-
munist Party of Britain (CPB). Whilst for-
mally condemning the invasion, all their 
fire has been reserved for Nato (which 
is blamed for making the war “all but 
inevitable”, in the words of CPB gen-
eral secretary Rob Griffiths, quoted in 
the MS of 14 March) while the paper’s 
International editor, Steve Sweeney, re-
gurgitates Kremlin and “Donetsk Peo-
ple’s Republic” propaganda blaming 
all atrocities (including the bombing of 

hospitals in Mariupol) on the one thou-
sand-strong Ukrainian neo-Nazi Azov 
Battalion. 

Meanwhile, the more heavyweight 
contributors to the MS have come up 
with some interesting formulations.
Nick Wright says that “to be anti-war 
in this current situation — unless it is 
coupled with a clear-sighted under-
standing [of?] Nato expansion and the 
transformation of Ukraine into the flash-
point of a sharpening inter-imperialist 
conflict between two capitalist poles — 
is to confine one’s activity to moral pro-
test and charitable giving” (10 March).

Murray
Andrew Murray (like Wright, a former 
member of the Stalinist Straight Left 
faction) berates “the left” for failing to 
blame “the [British] government’s role 
in bringing us to the present pass” (that 
“role” remaining unspecified) and for 
failing to make “clear acknowledge-
ments of Western responsibility and 
opposition to Nato enlargement” (23 
March).

All of which might lead the innocent 

reader to wonder why the MS opposes 
the invasion at all. Certainly, the logic of 
these articles (and many others) must 
surely be that even if Putin’s tactics have 
been ill-advised, the MS hopes he will 
win. Certainly, that is the view of the vast 
majority of published readers’ letters.

The nearest thing yet to a clear state-
ment of where the paper stands came 
in the editorial of 25 March: hailing 
the rise of a “multipolar world with 
several power centres globally and in 
key regions”, it goes on to claim that: 
“However Vladimir Putin’s war against 
Ukraine concludes, Russia will have to 
be taken more seriously”, hailing the 
fact that “China, India, Pakistan and 
much of the rest of Asia, as well as 
most of Africa and Latin America are 
not playing ball.”

The only possible conclusion that can 
be drawn from all this is that it would be 
a good thing if the invasion succeeds — 
or, at the very least, that Ukraine fails to 
beat it back. This fits in with repeated 
calls for a “negotiated settlement” 
based upon the Minsk 2 agreement, 
autonomy for the Donbas region and 

Ukraine ceasing to resist — i.e. most 
of Putin’s objectives short of regime 
change.

But it seems, this isn’t clear-cut 
enough for some CPB members. There 
are reliable rumours of a split in the 
organisation. Unfortunately, it’s not 
between those who back the MS’s po-
sition of quietly hoping for a Russian 
victory and comrades who back self 
determination for Ukraine: sadly, the 
opposition comes from elements who 
want to adopt an openly pro-Russian 
stance.

Almost certainly the opposition con-
sists of aging “tankies” who simply hate 
the West and all forms of democracy - 
plus the toytown Stalinists of the Young 
Communist League, whose Facebook 
page (“Challenge — YCL”) carries such 
comments as: “The sooner Ukraine and 
the Lugansk and Donetsk Peoples’ Re-
publics are free from [Zelensky] and his 
fascist buddies the better!”... which is at 
least honest, unlike the dissimulation 
and whataboutery that is the official 
CPB policy, as reflected in the wretched 
pages of the Morning Star. □

The world divided, the labour movement united

By Eric Lee

Last week, the Governing 
Body of the International 

Labour Organization (ILO) 
passed a resolution strongly 
condemning Russian aggres-
sion in Ukraine.  The resolution 
was not passed unanimously.     
The vote reflected divisions 
not only between countries 
but between classes as well.

The ILO was founded fol-
lowing the First World War 
and has a uniquely tripartite 
structure that “gives an equal 
voice to workers, employers 
and governments”.   No other 
UN body works in this way. 
A Workers’ Group of the ILO, 
closely linked to the interna-
tional trade union movement, 
has a voice, as do groups 
representing employers and 

national governments.   The 
Workers’ Group president is a 
leading figure in the Nether-
lands Trade Union Confedera-
tion (FNV).  While independent 
and democratic trade unions 
dominate the Workers Group, 
there are also representatives 
of state-controlled trade un-
ions.   One of these is Jiang 
Guangping from the All-China 
Federation of Trade Unions 
(ACFTU).

The resolution condemning 
Russia was brought to the Gov-
erning Body by Ukraine and 
49 other countries, including 
the UK.   It declared that “the 
continuing aggression by the 
Russian Federation, aided by 
the Belarusian Government, 
against Ukraine is grossly in-
compatible with the aims and 
purposes of the Organization 
and principles governing ILO 
membership”.   It called upon 
Russia “to immediately and 
unconditionally cease its ag-
gression, withdraw its troops 
from Ukraine, [and] end the 

suffering it is inflicting on the 
people of Ukraine.”

In addition to condemning 
Russian aggression, the res-
olution made some concrete 
commitments for the ILO.  For 
example, it decided to “tem-
porarily suspend technical co-
operation or assistance from 
the ILO to the Russian Fed-
eration” and also suspended 
“invitations to the Russian Fed-
eration to attend all discretion-
ary meetings, such as technical 
meetings and meetings of ex-
perts.” 

Within the limits of the ILO’s 
power, this is significant.  One 
might have hoped for more, 
such as kicking the Russian 
government out of the organ-
isation, but even this modest 
resolution met with some re-
sistance from ILO members. 
When the final vote was tabu-
lated, 42 national governments 
had voted for the resolution.   
Russia and China opposed it, 
and a number of countries ab-
stained, effectively supporting 

Russia.  These included Brazil, 
Cameroon, India, Indonesia, 
Nigeria, Uganda and Pakistan.  
Those few countries repre-
sent a large percentage of the 
world’s population.   Seven of 
ten most populated countries 
in the world have governments 
which refuse to condemn Pu-
tin’s war.

But while national govern-
ments were divided, the dele-
gates representing the workers 
were unanimous in their sup-
port for the resolution.  These 
delegates came from Angola, 
Argentina, Bulgaria, Canada, 
France, Iceland, Japan, Kenya, 
The Netherlands and the USA.  
Interestingly, the worker dele-
gates from India and Nigeria 
voted against their govern-
ments and in solidarity with 
Ukraine. 

One member of the Work-
ers’ Group is not recorded as 
having cast a vote — the rep-
resentative of the state-con-
trolled Chinese trade unions. 

At a time when many politi-

cal leaders, especially outside 
of Europe and North America, 
are reluctant to condemn Rus-
sian aggression, it is encour-
aging that leaders of the trade 
union movement around the 
world are standing united in 
solidarity with Ukraine.  They 
can do even more. Though the 
ILO may be limited in what it 
can do to support Ukraine, 
there are increasing calls within 
the ITUC to show solidarity by 
expelling the mis-named Fed-
eration of Independent Unions 
of Russia (FNPR).  The FNPR 
was quick to express its sup-
port for Putin’s war.

Among those demanding 
FNPR’s expulsion have been all 
the major Nordic union feder-
ations, Solidarnosc in Poland, 
and the Ukrainian union fed-
eration KVPU. It is time for un-
ions in the UK and elsewhere 
to support that demand. □
• Eric Lee is the founder editozr 
of LabourStart, writing here in 
a personal opinion column.

Antidoto

Eric Lee
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Green transition; DSA and SDS

From Ben Tausz: Prominent 
environmentalist Bill McK-

ibben has proposed that the 
transition off fossil fuels and 
onto renewables is “how we 
defeat Putin and other petro-
state autocrats”. He implies a 
drive for attempted economic 
“decoupling” or “de-integra-

tion” to reduce trade with 
those petrostate autocrats.

But many key materials for 
solar power, for battery pro-
duction to work with varia-
ble-energy sources like wind, 
hydro, and solar, and for nu-
clear power, are also found 
under tyrannical regimes.

A just transition to sustaina-
bility is only possible in an in-
terconnected world. Our call is 
for Uyghur liberation, workers’ 
rights and free trade unions — 
not for western states to down-

scale solar power in the hopes 
that they land a blow on the 
Chinese ruling class.

There is a real risk of climate 
debates becoming yoked to 
nationalism and imperial rival-
ries. □
• Read the debate at bit.ly/c-
tyrant

From Barry Finger: Eric Lee 
is on to something about 

the DSA. Comrades are sub-
ject to a relentless barrage of 
language, loyalty stress tests 

and the threats of suspension 
or expulsion. Yet there’s shock-
ingly little internal education in 
socialist fundamentals. It’s as if 
the Chinese Cultural Revolu-
tion lite has descended over 
them. Not from above, but vol-
untarily from below, because 
this is what they fancy a revolu-
tionary party should look like.

Martin Thomas suggests that 
ex-ISO cadre are a relatively 
redemptive influence on the 
DSA. But the ISO imported the 
intolerant, posturing internal 

culture of the (British) SWP 
with it. This Left may give bet-
ter answers to some issues. But 
its hostility towards most pol-
itics associated with the AWL 
cannot be dismissed. 

AWLers, like Eric — but for 
different reasons — would 
quickly find yourselves mem-
bers at-large of the DSA ex-
ternal faction. And the ex-ISO 
would be the first to move 
your expulsion. □
• Read the debate at bit.ly/
dsa-sds

Alternatives to punishment in schools

By Katy Dollar

The left has traditionally been op-
posed to relying only on “punish-

ment” for anti-social behaviour and 
instead focuses on how to help people 
improve their behaviour and relations. 
There are not bad people, there is bad 
behaviour rooted in a society which is 
dysfunctional.

In Solidarity 624, I discussed the im-
portance of focussing on prevention 
and support rather than penalties to 
reduce incidences of abuse. But pre-
vention cannot help where abuse has 
already happened. In that situation how 
can we tackle abusive behaviour with-
out simply relying on punishment?

In schools the answer is often expul-
sions. Exclusionary and punitive school 
and college discipline policies, such 
as suspensions and expulsions, allow 
schools to remove students from the 
classroom, even the whole school, for 
poor behaviour or misconduct.

Research suggests that these prac-

tices also increase the likelihood that 
students are excessively absent from 
school, drop out entirely, have lower 
attainment and (particularly in the case 
of expulsion) become young offenders. 
Pupils excluded from school at 12 are 
four times as likely as other children to 
be jailed as adults. Underserved stu-
dent groups - such as black students 
and students with disabilities - dispro-
portionately experience punitive disci-
plinary measures in school.

We can start with a system of man-
aging misconduct that puts repairing 
harm done to people over and above 
the need for assigning blame and dis-
pensing punishment: “restorative jus-
tice”, which is already used in some 
schools and campuses. Methods range 
from informal communication tech-
niques between teachers and students 
to more formal “restorative conferenc-
ing” that involves students, staff and 
other relevant parties like family mem-
bers. They focus on trying to reintegrate 
the offender back into the community, 
rather than isolating the perpetrator by 
exclusion or expulsion.

It can be a useful process for victims 
as it concentrates on each person and 
what they need, be that safety, recog-
nition of harm, or a reinstatement of 
control over your own life. It is more 
effective at reducing repeated abusive 
behaviour as it is a process that encour-
ages understanding of what has been 
done.

Traditionally peer-against-peer mis-
conduct in schools such as bullying is 
treated as an individual issue where 
someone is held responsible for their 
behaviour. This individual approach has 
its limits. How the whole community re-
sponds to this behaviour is also part of 
the picture. When a boy harasses a girl, 
they are not the only ones involved.

What about the other students who 
see it happen and don’t call it out? 
What about their friends and how they 
react? What about the adults who aren’t 

adequately checking in? We should 
not see restorative justice as a process 
that kicks in when a perpetrator “gets 
caught”. It should be a coherent system 
of building, maintaining and repairing 
relations in a school. This means look-
ing at the culture in a school as well as 
how individuals are treated.

When looking beyond a traditional 
discipline approach we need to em-
phasise a fair and collective process. 
This involves all students and staff in es-
tablishing and maintaining behavioural 
norms. It means encouraging everyone 
to discuss oppression.

The guidance issued by the Depart-
ment for Education (DfE) telling schools 
to avoid promoting campaign groups 
such as Black Lives Matter who have 
“partisan political views” does the exact 
opposite, trying to create a hermetic 
seal between political movements and 
the classroom. But a lot of bullying and 
harassment is based on the social op-
pression we find in wider society.

It also means a more democratic ap-
proach to the relationships between 
students and staff. A school which en-
forces rigid power dynamic between 
teachers and students (and between 
staff or students) is undermining all 
students having a voice and feeling 
empowered.

A school which in general reinforces 
social control and education as com-
pliance cannot then successfully pro-
mote restorative processes between 
students.

Considerable time and resources 
are required to build a restorative jus-
tice programme that works across an 
education community. At the moment 
it is not possible within current school 
funding limits, staff-student ratios, and 
expected workloads This is one reason 
why modern education is so detrimen-
tal to the health of children and young 
people.

We can fund schools by taxing the 
rich and establishing alternatives to 

punishments which would benefit mar-
ginalised students and set young peo-
ple up with the skills to be emotionally 
resilient, confident and self-controlled 
adults. □

The Uyghur Solidarity Campaign 
is moving away from its 5th-of-

every-month protests at the Chi-
nese Embassy (aside from the major 
community commemorations on 
5 Feb and 5 July) to action outside 
shops where there is more footfall. 
The next protest will be at Apple on 
Regent St again, 6pm, 27 April. □
• Links and info for these and other 
campaigns, suggestions for labour 
movement motions and petitions: 
workersliberty.org/agenda

Labour 
suspends 
council 
candidate
By Alice Hazel

Abdullah Okud, the Labour 
candidate for Walkley ward 

in Sheffield, has been suspended 
from standing in the 5 May elec-
tion. His “offence” is to be hailed 
by TUSC as a candidate they won’t 
stand against, after he positively 
responded to their list of anti cuts 
demands, apparently falling foul of 
the rules on relationships with other 
parties. At worst naive.

Abdullah is one of a handful of left 
candidates standing for the council 
in the city, mostly young activists in-
volved in Labour through the Cor-
byn movement. He was one of the 
organisers of the local BLM move-
ment and a prominent student activ-
ist. He was democratically selected 
by the ward and they are rightly op-
posing his deselection.

Although in some areas leftish can-
didates have been accepted for 5 
May by the party machine, in others 
they have been barred, especially in 
Camden, where seven sitting coun-
cillors have been removed. □

Women’s 
Fightback
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“Energy security” and priorities 
By Stuart Jordan

By the time of Rishi Sunak’s spring 
statement even BP’s ex-CEO John 

Browne was arguing for windfall tax on 
energy firms. But instead of a windfall 
tax, government ministers negotiated a 
“tacit agreement” from Big Oil that they 
would… “step up gas and oil explora-
tion”.

As Sunak was organising homegrown 
climate catastrophe, Johnson trav-
elled to Riyadh to beg Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman for more oil. 
The Saudi monarchy, who chose to 
bookend Johnson’s visit with mass exe-
cutions of their political opponents, are 
in no hurry to pump more oil. Spiralling 
prices mean all the OPEC+ nations are 
cashing in on the sanctions against Rus-
sia. Both Saudi Arabia and the UAE are 
demanding more military support for 
their imperialist project in Yemen be-
fore they yield to the West’s demand 
for hydrocarbons.

The UK government’s frantic effort to 
increase fossil fuel extraction are being 
mirrored by their counterparts in the 

US and EU. Meanwhile, although sanc-
tions have reduced the volume of Rus-
sian fossil fuel exports, spiralling prices 
mean that Russian revenues have in-
creased since the start of the war.

These same high prices — so bene-
ficial to the world’s tyrants and expan-
sionist fossil capital — will likely mean 
thousands of pensioners will die of 
cold across Europe this winter, and if 
the boss class gets its way many mil-
lions of workers will be forced further 
into poverty. 

Such is the concern about “energy 
security” there are now serious discus-
sions in parliament and the bourgeois 
press about introducing rationing. 
Japan imposed rationing in the wake 
of Fukushima and achieved 15% re-
duction in energy consumption. For 
capitalist governments the priority is 
keeping business profitable and to 
load the pain onto the working-class 
and the poor.

The labour movement should assert 
its own priorities. Last year the Interna-
tional Energy Authority said all new fos-
sil-fuel exploration must stop, annual 
gains in energy efficiency must increase 
threefold in the next decade and the 
rollout of renewables must happen at 
pace.

This could form the basis of a labour 
movement plan. First, everyone needs 
a basic allocation of energy for heating 
and cooking as a fundamental right. 
The commodification of energy already 
causes catastrophic loss of life as the 
poor are priced out of the market. The 
right to a warm home is a basic public 
health measure.

Second, there is scope for energy 
conservation. Efforts to reduce waste 
energy, for instance through home in-
sulation or regulating out built-in obso-
lescence, could radically reduce fossil 
fuel consumption.

Third the labour movement must de-
mand any rationing starts with luxury 
consumption. This must go hand in 
hand with a concomitant jobs guaran-
tee for workers currently employed in 
the luxury goods market. We have just 
witnessed the disgusting spectacle of 
Russian-billionaire owned superyachts 
sailing the oceans to escape sanctions. 
Superyachts emit 1,500 times as much 
carbon as a family car. We need a world 
without superyachts, military jets and 
luxury mansions. The richest 10% pro-
duce half the world’s emissions.

Limiting their consumption through 
targeted rationing and taxation of 
luxury goods would reduce global 

emissions significantly and free up re-
sources for social need.

Fourth, if we all worked less, it would 
buy more time to address the climate 
crisis. We need a serious campaign for 
the shorter working week with no loss 
of pay, to be won by sustained strikes. 
That will reduce commuter travel, prof-
its, and luxury spending.

This demand could be a focus for 
workers efforts to mobilise around Fri-
days for Future. Although the recent 
school students’ strikes have been 
small compared to 2019, the regular 
pulse of international climate strikes 
may provide a scaffold on which work-
ers can coordinate global walkouts 
around a common ecologically sound 
demand for more free time.

Protecting working class living stand-
ards and radically reducing our de-
pendence on fossil fuels is possible. 
The spectacle of bourgeois solutions 
to the energy crisis shows it is now ur-
gently necessary. □

Long live cosmopolitanism!
By Sacha Ismail

In February Ukrainian film-
maker Sergei Loznitsa re-

signed from the European Film 
Academy (EFA), attacking its 
comments on the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine as “too neutral, 
toothless and conformist in re-

lation to Russian aggression”. 
“Is it really possible”, Loznitsa 

demanded of the EFA, “that 
you — humanists, human rights 
and dignity advocates, cham-
pions of freedom and democ-
racy — are afraid to call a war 
a war, to condemn barbarity 

and voice your protest?” Then 
things took a stranger turn. 

The next day the EFA issued 
a stronger statement, this time 
supporting a boycott of Rus-
sian films.

Loznitsa condemned the 
boycott, citing its impact on 

anti-Putin Russian film-makers 
in particular. As a result he was 
expelled from the Ukrainian 
Film Academy!

To justify its decision, the 
Ukrainian body complained 
that Loznitsa has “repeatedly 
stressed that he considers 
himself a cosmopolitan, ‘a man 
of the world’. However, now, 
when Ukraine is struggling to 
defend its independence, the 
key concept in the rhetoric of 
every Ukrainian should be his 
national identity.”

Loznitsa replied: “Not a civil 
position, not a desire to unite 
all sane and freedom-loving 
people in the fight against 
Russian aggression, not an in-
ternational effort of all demo-
cratic countries to win this war, 
but ‘national identity’. Unfortu-
nately, this is Nazism [yes, this 
is over the top]. A gift to the 
Kremlin propaganda from the 
Ukrainian Film Academy.” He 
also pointed out the antise-
mitic implications of “cosmo-
politan” as a term of abuse, 
rooted in Stalin’s antisemitic 

campaigns of the late 1940s 
and early 50s.

Loznitsa told the Guardian: 
“Their attitude has been fur-
ther aggravated by the war, 
but the fundamental problems 
had manifested themselves 
long before. A few years ago, 
the Ukrainian Oscar commit-
tee [closely linked to the UFA] 
wanted to change its rules, 
allowing only films shot in 
Ukrainian and Tatar languages 
[i.e. not Russian or other lan-
guages spoken in Ukraine] to 
be nominated for Oscars.” He 
led the successful push to stop 
the proposal.

Loznitsa’s latest film, com-
pleted last year and about to 
go on general release, is Babi 
Yar. Context, about the mas-
sacre of tens of thousands of 
Jewish people by the Nazis 
and their Ukrainian collabora-
tors in Kyiv in 1941. From what 
I can glean, Loznitsa is hostile 
to socialism; but his stance 
here deserves solidarity. □

Orbán set to win in Hungary
By Ferenc Fejes

In Hungary’s elections on 
3 April, the latest opinion 

polls suggest that the rul-
ing party, Fidesz, will receive 
more votes than United for 
Hungary, an alliance of all the 
major opposition parties.

The alliance includes: MSZP, 
the Hungarian Socialist Party, 
which was in power prior to 
Orbán; Democratic Coalition, 
the liberal party formed by 
Ferenc Gyurcsány, an unpop-
ular previous prime minister, 
after leaving MSZP; Jobbik, a 

“former” far-right party, which 
has tried to distance itself 
from its racist and anti-semitic 
roots in the last few years, 
and now defines itself as a 
“conservative, pro-European 
party”; Momentum Move-
ment, liberals; LMP, green lib-
erals; and finally, Dialogue for 
Hungary, green social-demo-
crats.

The leader of the oppo-
sition is Péter Márki-Zay, a 
self-described “Christian 
conservative”, who hopes to 
appeal to right-wingers dis-
appointed in Fidesz.

The left, small as it is, is 
mostly supporting the united 
opposition in the hopes that 
getting rid of Orbán will cre-
ate more opportunity for 
change, or at least a fairer 
electoral system.

Szikra, a grassroots leftist 
activist group, is putting its ef-
forts into getting András Jám-
bor, a green social democrat, 
elected in a district of Buda-
pest. They hope that they can 
eventually become the oppo-
sition to Péter Márki-Zay. Only 
time will tell whether they’ll 
succeed. □
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Solidarity from Ukraine against 
Labour Party ban
From Social Movement, Ukraine

On 29 March the Labour Party Na-
tional Executive Committee (NEC) 

will vote on banning Labour members 
from “supporting” the Workers’ Liberty 
group.

We are sure that this action is an un-
justified attack on the Labour-Left in an 
attempt to create a toothless party, fully 
submitted to the right-wing line of Keir 
Starmer.

The party is still full of post-conserv-
atives that didn’t break with their past 
ideas, striving to make Labour into a 

party of “Law and Order”. Such groups 
pursue xenophobia, anti-immigration 
politics, policing and control. But for 
the Labour party leadership the “main 
enemy is on the left”

We are strongly against repressing 
Labour-Left. Labour without its left-
wing cannot be the party that pursues 
declared principles of democratic so-
cialism. The Left brought this party to 
its most successful reforms, like imple-
menting the NHS and building a strong 
welfare state. Although Labour-Left 
never were fully in power, their con-
stant fight with the right-wing of Labour 

and its policies helped the party to be 
relevant to the common people. 

This time is long gone. We, Sotsialnyi 
Rukh, one of the most influential left or-
ganisations in Ukraine, which pursues 
ideas of democratic socialism in its 
original meaning, striving for a demo-
cratic post-capitalist world, wholeheart-
edly oppose destroying what is Left of 
Labour-Left, and the right-wing policies 
and personal ambitions of Keir Starmer. 

Understood
We fully support our comrades from 
the Alliance for Workers’ Liberty and 

their comrades, who always pursued 
uncompromised socialist positions 
without resorting to anti-Ukrainian 
chauvinism like that of Stop The War 
coalition. They are one of the few on 
the left who understood us and could 
stand with a clear anti-imperialist posi-
tion against Russian imperialism. These 
people were always supportive of our 
struggle, and we must be supportive of 
theirs.

We are calling on the British Left to 
voice their support for the Workers Lib-
erty group and stop attacks on the so-
cialist left. Solidarity! □

New clashes in Armenia
By Sacha Ismail

When the Council of Eu-
rope suspended Russia 

over its invasion of Ukraine, 
the only vote against was from 
Armenia. Since the end of Ar-
menia’s war with Azerbaijan in 
autumn 2020, two thousand 
Russian “peacekeepers” have 
been protecting it from its 
neighbour. Ukraine backed 
and aided Azerbaijan in the 
war.

Now the conflict may be 
starting again. There are re-

ports that Azerbaijani forces 
have crossed the “line of con-
tact” established in November 
2020 and fired on soldiers of 
the ethnic-Armenian Republic 
of Artsakh in Azerbaijan’s Na-
gorno-Karabakh region. The 
Armenian government says 
Azerbaijan has cut off gas sup-
plies to Artsakh.

In 2020 we judged that — 
despite many complexities 
and the crimes of nationalists 
on both sides — “the central 
issue in this war is the right of 
self-determination for the Re-

public of Artsakh and an end 
to the spectre of genocide 
hanging over the Armenian 
nation”.

It seems clear that the great 
majority of people in the dis-
puted region want separation 
from Azerbaijan. Meanwhile 
Armenia is much smaller and 
weaker than Azerbaijan. Its 
history has been shaped by 
the genocide of 1915-17, and 
in 2020 the perpetrator of that 
genocide, Turkey, sent not only 
military supplies but fighters 
(including ISIS militants) to 

support Azerbaijan. In 2020 
Volodymyr Zelensky said: “We 
support Azerbaijan’s territorial 
integrity and sovereignty just 
as Azerbaijan always supports 
our territorial integrity and 
sovereignty.” In other words, 
the Ukrainian government 
sees Russia’s enemy as its 
friend, and fears that self-de-
termination for the people of 
Nagorno-Karabakh would set 
a dangerous precedent for 
Donbas.

Aggression by Azerbaijan 
does not make Russia’s role 

disinterested or benign. Rus-
sian propaganda has played 
up Ukraine’s role to cement 
sympathy in Armenia. In real-
ity, for instance, Ukraine pro-
vided only 1% of Azerbaijan’s 
weapons between 2011 and 
2020, while 60% came from… 
Russia!

Those on both sides oppos-
ing nationalist, ethnic and re-
ligious hatred in the name of 
international solidarity — like 
brave left-wing anti-war activ-
ists in Azerbaijan — need sup-
port. □

Not really a conference
By David Santos

The National Union of Students con-
ference (28-29 March in Liverpool) 

could barely be called a conference, 
with a complete lack of democratic 
processes.

The first day was mainly focused 
around the biannual election of full-
time officers. The left-backed candi-
dates, Shaima Dallali and Chloe Field, 
won President and Vice-President HE, 

but Fin Deane lost out for Vice-Presi-
dent FE, after running a good cam-
paign to democratise NUS and build 
links with trade unions and social 
movements.

The “policy workshops” on day two 
of the conference won’t even discuss 
one of the more positive motions, call-
ing to turn NUS to more outward fac-
ing campaigning.

Many of the left delegates and ob-

servers attended the conference to 
see what could be made from NUS’s 
leftward rhetoric in the last couple of 
years, but the main impression was 
shock at the expense put into the con-
ference compared to the union’s ab-
sence from all campaigning.

Whilst many SU officers and del-
egates support “free education” on 
paper, this is not commonly linked to 
any attempt to build student power. □

Challenge is better than bans
By Cathy Nugent

Rapper and left-wing activist Lowkey 
seems to have been pressured 

into withdrawing from a performance 
at National Union of Students (NUS) 
conference, after the Union of Jewish 
Students (UJS) objected on grounds of 
antisemitism.

Lowkey is a long-time supporter of 
the Palestinian Solidarity Campaign 

and Stop the War — but it’s not his com-
mitment to those causes that is being 
attacked, at least directly. Lowkey is 
on the “ultra” end of left anti-Zionism, 
where it shades into left antisemitism. 
For example, he called Israel a “rac-
ist endeavour” in the middle of a row 
about the IHRA formula which de-
scribes as possibly antisemitic calling 
“the existence of a [i.e. any] state of 

Israel... a racist endeavour”. More re-
cently he said the mainstream media 
“weaponised the Jewish heritage” of 
Zelensky to “stave off” inquiries about 
far right groups in Ukraine.

The charge that he is a conspiracy 
theorist, unless I’ve missed something, 
is thin: he said in a few lines of a verse 
that a controlled explosion was used on 
a tower on 9/11. But some of what he 

says is objectionable and concerning. 
Then NUS insensitively suggested 

Jewish students use a “safe space” at 
the conference while Lowkey was per-
forming if they were worried. The sub-
sequent row has not been edifying. 
Tory MPs have joined in — politicians 
who are simultaneously “championing” 
free speech in Universities (against e.g. 
wokeness) and potentially limiting ac-
ademic freedom (for e.g. Palestinian 
academics).

Lowkey’s a rap artist, a musician. Ex-
cept in extreme cases (e.g. with fascists) 
it is never good to ban political views, 
and maybe even especially so with cul-
tural figures. We are now in a position 
where nobody, certainly not UJS, is pre-
pared to directly challenge views they 
disagree with. The first response is al-
ways to get people off platforms.

Yet we need to talk to Lowkey’s fans — 
who may never have even considered 
the issue of left-wing antisemitism, still 
less been exposed to a coherent cri-
tique of it. □
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Russia: “thousands, millions, against the war”
By Michael Baker

Students Against War (SAW) is a 
group run by students across Russia 

that was started in the last few weeks, 
since the beginning of the war against 
Ukraine. As the government stepped 
up repressive measures against partic-
ipating in protests, especially for any 
kind of organising or calls for people 
to join rallies, it has become harder and 
harder to build mass movements, in-
cluding on campuses, where university 
authorities have become increasingly 
hostile to any kind of student organis-
ing. 

In late March, the group announced 
an open-ended “educational strike”, 
suggesting a range of ways for stu-
dents to get involved in the anti-war 
movement and build bases of support 
and activism within their institutions. 
Their suggestions were the following:

• Integrate anti-war positions into 
the educational process, by bringing 
anti-war apparel and signs into class-
rooms, giving Powerpoints exclusively 
in the colours of the Ukrainian flag, and 
by preparing essays and reports on 
“topical themes”

• Bring the war up in as many con-
texts as possible in the classroom. Veer 
class discussions to war as frequently as 
you can, and try to arrange walk-outs in 
the case of pro-war statements during 
discussions.

• Organise student-led seminars, 
readings and roundtables on anti-war 
themes, arranged on campus in visible 
areas like corridors, canteens and pub-
lic squares if auditoriums aren’t availa-
ble.

• Share stories of friends and relatives 
in Ukraine, if you have any, with fellow 
students.

• Discuss the history of student activ-
ism and anti-war protest.

• Make posters, stickers, brochures, 
and spread them as far as you can 
across the university and surrounding 
area.

• Share your strategies with SAW, and 
they will help to popularise them across 
other institutions.

I spoke to one of the organisers be-
hind SAW, who wishes to remain anon-
ymous, about the state of the Russian 
student movement, the situation in the 
country at large, and how the group is 
trying to build a workable base for ac-
tivism in difficult conditions.

Did Students Against War start at a 
particular university, or was it a wider 

campaign from the start?
It did start at a particular university, 

but our primary aim was to make this 
movement an inter-university one, 
to build a Russian anti-war students’ 
movement from the ground up, that 
could protect students and professors 
who are facing repression and make 
anti-war voices louder.

Absolutely. So for now, is the educa-
tional strike the majority of the work 
you do? Has it seen much response, 
does it have a lot of support, or have 
you seen any punishment or expul-
sion for people taking part?

Our main problem is that there was 
no student movement in Russia what-
soever. There were some small left-
wing, liberal, or generally oppositional 
groups in some universities, but they 
were small in number and inactive. To 
build such communities now, at a time 
when any anti-war statement is a crime, 
and any collective activities are very 
risky, is not easy work. 

We’re now thinking of expanding our 
activities. The educational strike was 
the first idea that we began with, and it 
stays our main one, but we quickly re-
alised that in order for the educational 
strike to be effective it needed a sound 
student movement around it.

Completely — but judging by your 
Telegram, it looks like there have 
been some results, right? 

In some universities there were peo-
ple who arrived at the idea separate 
from us. But in most there are groups 
of 5-10 people who are afraid of even 
speaking about their own views on 
campus. For as much as just wearing a 
badge with “No War” written on it, you 
can be punished. So yes, there’s a great 
pressure on students, practically all 
those who were arrested at street pro-
tests are risking expulsion. University 
administrations have become police 
departments of sorts… or at the very 
least representatives of the police.

As far as support is concerned: as 
I’ve said, the main problem is the com-
plete lack of long-standing student 
protest groups. In some cases we are 
forced to call for people to build them 
entirely from scratch. And a lot of the 
time these are people entirely inexpe-
rienced in any kind of activism, they’re 
very cautious and scared of potential 
consequences.

Generally speaking, to organise a 
strike, occupy an auditorium, or ar-
range a public discussion about the 
war in place of a lecture I think you 
would need about 50 people, all of 
whom would have to be willing to be 
expelled and face repression. That’s 

difficult to achieve, it takes time. We 
have heard of one piece of good news 
from the Russian State University for the 
Humanities in Moscow: there, students 
and staff had organised a petition 
against the pro-war rectors, and the 
heads of faculty were called to the uni-
versity administration, where they were 
told to make public pro-war statements 
and force their students to be quiet.

The heads of faculty refused. I think 
this is a good start, but for now we don’t 
have much information on it, we’ll need 
to wait and see.

This is related to something that I 
think the British public know little 
about — has the invasion of Ukraine 
actually led to more people feeling 
strongly about politics, or being more 
politically active? There are protests, 
but it’s hard to tell how many people 
attend, and how many people are in-
volved in organising actions around 
the country. What does it feel like on 
the ground?

The opinion of Russian society is an 
enigma for us right now too: how many 
people actually support the war, and 
are eager for a confrontation against 
the entire world? How many of them 
support witch-hunts against “enemies 
of the people”? The data on these 
questions is very contradictory, the 
state of independent sociological re-
search in Russia is very bad.

“To be politically active” means being 
ready to sit behind bars. You need to 
understand: if you go out in public 
with an empty placard, let alone with 
any kind of anti-war symbol in a public 
space — that’s that, you’re taken away 
by the police, there’s no other potential 
outcome.

I have personally spent a night in a 
cell. Next time I’ll get 5-15 days. And 

if you call publicly for anyone else to 
join the protests, it’s a minimum of ei-
ther 30 days arrest or a criminal case. 
By now, it’s almost certainly a criminal 
case. There are fewer and fewer people 
ready for those consequences. Right 
now is a period where activism is dimin-
ishing. There are exact figures here too 
— more than 15,000 people have been 
arrested since the war began. 

Yes, thanks to OVD-Info the number 
of arrests is just about the only trust-
worthy statistic you can get.

Yep. A relative of mine had his home 
searched on grounds of “extremism”. 
For putting up posters! That’s worth 
noting: your flat will be searched and 
they’ll take away any devices they can 
find just for the fact that you put up 
posters. I think a lot of people are in 
shock, and they’re trying to work out 
which forms of activism are still a possi-
bility, how to protest so that they won’t 
come for you the day after.

As for the student movement and our 
plans regarding this increasing threat, 
this is what we’re thinking (and what 
we’ve already started agitating around): 
while direct anti-war statements are 
very dangerous, we’ve been organising 
an “anti-rector” movement. The rector 
of practically every large higher-educa-
tion institute in the country came out in 
support of the “military operation”, and 
they gave their signatures to a pro-war 
open letter to President Putin.

We’ve decided on the following: we 
won’t talk directly about the war, we’ll 
demand that the rectors remove their 
signature, because the universities all 
have statutes where it is stated that “the 
university is not involved in politics”. 
Nobody gave them the right to talk on 
behalf of the university, and they had 
not discussed their statements with 

“OK with this? #NoWar” - 
sticker on University toilet
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staff or students. Our demand will be 
for democracy within the universities. 
This limits the risk involved, but could 
still be very effective.

So perhaps the benefit of the ed-
ucational strike as a whole is that it 
gives people a safe way to express 
their opinion, while also trying to 
convince some students to commit 
to more dangerous actions if they can 
stomach being arrested for it?

Yes, exactly. Protesting within corpo-
rations, and fighting against pressure 
inside universities is a lot safer than 
going out. On the street or making 
public statements. And sure, we think 
of university activism as a “school of 
protest”, preparing students for con-
sequent, perhaps more dangerous ac-
tions.

Finally, do you think it would be 
useful to have a corresponding move-
ment amongst students outside of 
Russia? Now is a good time to try and 
encourage politicising the student 
body in the UK as well, while both 
solidarity with Ukraine and support 

of protests in Russian are top news 
stories all over the world.

That’s a difficult question. It seems 
to me like it might be early for us to 
talk about that: we haven’t yet tried 
to organise any kind of general stu-
dent protest (which, of course, is very 
dangerous, and there’s no guarantee 
that people would support it), for now 
people are acting in the capacity of 

their own small groups, we are not yet 
a broad movement. A lot of our efforts 
are being spent fighting against pres-
sure from the university administrative 
bodies.

We’re thinking a lot about what could 
be done outside Russia, what our 
friends overseas can do to help: over 
here we’re “enemies of the people”, 
“national traitors”, and we’re standing 

face to face with the police and with 
cowardly pro-Putin university admin-
istrations. The repressive apparatuses 
have been “let off the leash”, there’s a 
definite sense that they’re now allowed 
to do whatever they want to. What peo-
ple from abroad can do to help in con-
ditions like that is a big question. 

Is there anything else you want to 
be publicised, anything else that the 
British public should know?

All we ask is that you spread the word 
about the fact that here, in Russia, there 
are thousands, millions of people who 
realise that we are living under a fascist 
regime, which wages war on two fronts: 
one in Ukraine, and one in Russia itself, 
against its own society. □

Russia: “thousands, millions, against the war”

Sanctions and inequality in Russia 
By Michael Baker

Western oil sanctions on Russia 
have had a somewhat unex-

pected impact. While there will cer-
tainly be long-term complications, in 
the short term the rise in oil price has 
outweighed the drop in exports, and 
Russian revenue from oil has seen, if 
anything, an increase.

Many news outlets have focused on 
the various Western brands that are no 
longer operating in Russia. From per-
fumes to laptops to Big Macs, it will 
now be extremely difficult — and most 
likely involve much higher prices and 
potential black-market smuggling — to 
find luxury items produced outside 
Russia.

This is particularly damaging for the 
automobile industry, which is consid-
erably more reliant on external imports 
of parts and entire vehicles than most 
other industries in the country. As long 
as Russian troops are on Ukrainian soil, 
the average Russian consumer had 
best hope they’re happy with their cur-
rent vehicle, and that it doesn’t need 
any major repairs. 

Day-to-day goods are also affected, 
though less dramatically. While fuel 
prices in the USA are rising sharply, in 
Russia — for the moment at least — they 
stay stable. With the ruble falling and a 

recession essentially unavoidable (an-
alysts predict a Russian economic cri-
sis worse than 1998, but not as bad as 
1992), the knock-on effect on food and 
clothing is already starting to show it-
self.

Marko Brankovic puts rising food 
prices down to “domestic production 
in some areas not being able to com-
pensate for lower imports, and foreign 
input prices increasing due to the de-
preciation of the ruble”. (The ruble was 
US$0.013 on 18 Feb, $0.010 on 25 
March, though $0.012 on 29 March).

Four major supermarket chains have 
announced a 5% cap in price increase 
on the bare necessities including milk, 
bread and grains, but no such cap is in 
place for other items, and the govern-
ment has warned of sharp increases in 
the short-term: wine by 10%; toiletries 
by 40% on average (and up to 67% in 
some cases); tea, coffee and sweets by 
25%, household broadband by 2-10% 
and an average of 4% on imported 
medicines.

Inflation was already high and rising 
before the war (about 11.5% per year 
for food in February). Several figures in 
the clothing industry have announced 
a 15-25% rise in price, and although 
they refuse to name particular causes, 
the answer is almost certainly the high 

price of imported materials and the 
depreciation of the ruble. If the war is 
not stopped, this paints a bleak pic-
ture for the Russian working class in 
their day-to-day lives for the next few 
months: limited in the food they can 
eat and the clothes they can buy, and 
forced to stretch already-low wages 
ever more tightly to afford the basic 
necessities they need to live. 

If, that is, they continue to receive 
their wages. By November 2021, un-
employment in Russia was at 4.3% — 
an impressive recovery from the 6.4% 
peak during COVID lockdowns. By the 
end of 2022, it is now forecast to be 
at 6.2%, alongside a 12% decrease in 
real disposable income. On 27 March, 
the Deputy Minister for Labour and 
Social Protection Elena Mukhtiyarova 
revealed that since the beginning of 
the “special military operation”, 59,000 
workers had been “liberated” — a term 
that would be hilarious, if it weren’t so 
callous — and the number of workers 
forced to stop work (and stop receiv-
ing pay) by their employers has in-
creased 2.5 times.

More and more, Russian workers 
need to organise and join independ-
ent trade unions, a cause that will 
grow in importance alongside the al-
ready-urgent anti-war movements. □

Our pamphlets
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to our pamphlets including:
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• Workers Against Slavery
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• Stalinism in the International 

Brigades
• Left Antisemitism: What it is and 

How to Fight it
• Arabs, Jews, and Socialism: So-
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“No War” on the back of a 
classroom easel
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The religiosity of Connolly and Larkin, part two
Socialism and Religion
By James Connolly

Perhaps upon no point are the 
doctrines of Socialism so much 

misunderstood, and so much misrep-
resented, as in their relation to Reli-
gion. When driven into a corner upon 
every other point at issue; when from 
the point of view of economics, of 
politics, or of morality, he is worsted 
in argument, this question of Religion 
invariably forms the final entrenchment 
of the enemy of Socialism — especially 
in Ireland.

“But it is opposed to Religion,” con-
stitutes the last word, the ultimate shift, 
of the supporters of capitalism, driven 
from every other line of defence but 
stubbornly refusing to yield. “Socialism 
is Atheism, and all Socialists are Athe-
ists,” or “Your Socialism is but a fine 
name to cover your Atheism in its attack 
upon the Church;” all these phrases 
are so commonly heard in the course 
of every dispute upon the merits or 
demerits of the Socialist doctrine that 
we require no apology for introducing 
them here in order to point their illog-
ical character. So far from it being true 
that Socialism and Atheism are synony-
mous terms, it is a curious and instruc-
tive fact that almost all the prominent 
propagandists of Freethought in our 
generation have been, and are, most 
determined enemies of Socialism.

The late Charles Bradlaugh, in his 
time the most aggressive Freethinker 
in England, was to the last resolute and 

uncompromising in his hatred of So-
cialism; G.W. Foote, the present editor 
of the Freethinker, the national organ 
of English Secularism, is a bitter enemy 
of Socialism, and the late Colonel Bob 
Ingersoll, the chief apostle of Free-
thought doctrine in the United States, 
was well known as a glorifier of capi-
talism, and zealous defender of pluto-
cratic robbery.

On the continent of Europe many 
other quite similar cases might he re-
corded, but those already quoted will 
suffice, as being those most easily ver-
ified by our readers. Obviously, even 
the meanest intelligence can see that 
there need be no identity of thought 
between the Freethinker as such, and 
the Socialist as a Socialist. From what 
then does the popular misapprehensi-
oion arise?

In the first instance from the inter-
ested attempt of the propertied classes 
to create such a prejudice against So-
cialism as might deter the working 
class giving ear to its doctrines — an at-
tempt too often successful; and in the 
second instance, from a misconception 
of the attitude of the Socialist party to-
wards the theological dogmas in gen-
eral. The Socialist Republican Party of 
Ireland prohibits the discussion, of the-
ological or anti-theological questions 
at its meetings, public or private. This 
is in conformity with the practice of 
the chief Socialist parties of the world, 
which have frequently, in Germany for 

example, declared Religion to be a pri-
vate matter, and outside the scope of 
Socialist action.

Modern Socialism, in fact, as it exists 
in the minds of its leading exponents, 
and as it is held and worked for by an 
increasing number of enthusiastic ad-
herents throughout the civilised world, 
has an essentially material, matter-of-
fact foundation. We do not mean that 
its supporters are necessarily materi-
alists in the ordinary, anti-theological, 
sense of the term, but that they do not 
base their Socialism upon any inter-
pretation of the language or meaning 
of Scripture, nor upon the real or sup-
posed intentions of a beneficent Deity. 
They as a party neither affirm or deny 
those things; they simply prefer to take 
their stand upon the actual phenomena 
of social life as they can be observed in 
operation amongst us to-day, or as they 
can be traced in the recorded facts of 
history.

If any special interpretation of the 
meanings of Scripture tends to influ-
ence human thought in the direction 
of Socialism, or is found to be on a 
plane with the postulates of Socialist 
doctrine, then the scientific Socialist 
considers that the said interpretation 
is stronger because of its identity with 
the teachings of Socialism, but he does 
not necessarily believe that Socialism is 
stronger, or its position more impreg-
nable, because of its theological ally. 
He realises that the facts upon which 
his Socialist faith are based are strong 
enough in themselves to withstand 
every shock, and attacks from every 
quarter, and therefore while he is at all 
times willing to accept help from every 
extraneous source, he will only accept 
it on one condition, viz., that he is not 
to be required in return to identify his 
cause with any other whose discom-
fiture might also involve Socialism in 
discredit.

This is the main reason why Socialists 
fight shy of theological dogmas and 
religions generally: because we feel 
that Socialism is based upon a series of 
facts requiring only unassisted human 
reason to grasp and master all their 
details, whereas religion of every kind 
is admittedly based upon “faith” in the 
occurrence in past ages of a series of 
phenomena inexplicable by any pro-
cess of mere human reasoning.

Obviously, therefore, to identify So-

cialism with 
R e l i g i o n 
would be 
to abandon 
at once that 
u n i v e r s a l , 
non-sectar-
ian charac-
ter which 
to-day we 
find indis-
pensable to 
working-class 
unity, as it would mean that our mem-
bers would be required to conform to 
one religious creed, as well as to one 
specific economic faith.and we have no 
intention of entering upon a course of 
action which would inevitably entangle 
us in the disputes of the warring sects 
of the world, and thus lead to the disin-
tegration of our party.

Socialism, in a word, bases itself upon 
its knowledge of facts, of economic 
truths, and leaves the building up of 
religious ideals or faiths to the outside 
public, or to its individual members if 
they so will. It is neither Freethinker nor 
Christian, Turk nor Jew, Buddhist nor 
Idolator, Mohammedan nor Parsee – it 
is only human. □
• The Workers’ Republic, 17 June 1899. 
A slightly edited version was published 
in a 1901 pamphlet, The New Evangel
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Introduction

In 1898 James Connolly wrote against 
“linking the [Irish] national demands 

with a specific religious belief” and 
insisted that Protestant workers were 
“as dear to” socialists as Catholic (Sol-
idarity 629).

Yet in other phases of his politics 
Connolly identified, in his political 

writings, as Catholic. Sometimes he 
would argue that politics and religion 
were completely separate spheres. 
Sometimes he would suggest that Ca-
tholicism was at least more conducive 
to socialism than atheism could be. In 
one private letter (April 1908) he said 
his Catholicism was only a pose.

Then the Irish Worker of Connolly 
and Larkin in 1911-4 always had a 
Catholic tinge, and more so when 
Connolly edited it while Larkin was in 
jail. This week’s extracts round out the 
picture of Connolly on religion. □

Connolly, 
politically 
unexpurgated

Bob Ingersoll
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The religiosity of Connolly and Larkin, part two
Catholicism and socialism 
By James Connolly

This is the title of a pamphlet by Pat-
rick J. Cooney of Bridgeport, Conn., 

which we would like to see in the hands 
of all our readers, and especially those 
who are struggling towards the light 
out of the economic darkness of today. 
To Catholics who have been repelled 
from socialism by the blatant and rude 
atheism of some of its irresponsible ad-
vocates — and unfortunately the num-
ber of such Catholics is legion — this 
book will be as refreshing as an oasis in 
the desert to the tired and thirsty trav-
eller.

The author is an active Catholic and 
at the same time a militant socialist, and 
in his presentation of our socialist doc-
trines he never wavers in his allegiance 
to either. Here and there indeed his 
loyalty to the Church seems to betray 
him into statements regarding her po-
sition which to our mind would hardly 
stand the test of modern criticism and 
historical research. But we confess that 
in that respect his attitude is a refresh-
ing change from that of the crudely 
superficial thinkers (?) and scribblers 
who so commonly discredit the social-
ist ranks by their dogmatisms on that 
subject. If we had to choose between 
the perfervid Catholicity of our author 
and the blatant anti-Catholicism of the 
men who are so fond of repelling ear-
nest Catholics by their assertion that 
the great conflict of the social revolu-
tion will be between the forces of the 
Catholic Church and those of socialism, 
then we should prefer the position of 
Comrade Cooney as containing the 
highest propagandist value, as well as 
being, if historical precedents count for 
anything, the most probable to last and 
stand the test of time.

As a matter of fact the Catholic 
Church always accepts the established 
order, even if it has warred upon those 

who had striven to establish such order.
To use a homely adage the Church 

“does not put all her eggs in one bas-
ket,” and the man who imagines that 
in the supreme hour of the proletarian 
struggle for victory the Church will defi-
nitely line up with the forces of capital-
ism, and pledge her very existence as 
a Church upon the hazardous chance 
of the capitalists winning, simply does 
not understand the first thing about 
the policy of the Church in the social or 
political revolutions of the past. Just as 
in Ireland the Church denounced every 
Irish revolutionary movement in its day 
of activity, as in 1798, 1848 and 1867, 
and yet allowed its priests to deliver 
speeches in eulogy of the active spir-
its of those movements a generation 
afterwards, so in the future the Church, 
which has its hand close upon the pulse 
of human society, when it realises that 
the cause of capitalism is a lost cause 
it will find excuse enough to allow 
freedom of speech and expression 
to those lowly priests whose socialist 
declarations it will then use to cover 
and hide the absolute anti-socialism 
of the Roman Propaganda. When that 
day comes the Papal Encyclical against 

socialism will be conveniently forgotten 
by the Papal historians, and the social-
ist utterances of the von Kettelers, the 
McGlynns, and McGradys will be her-
alded forth and the communistic ut-
terances of the early fathers as proofs 
of Catholic sympathy with progressive 
ideas. Thus it has been in the past. Thus 
it will be, at least attempted, in the fu-
ture. We are not concerned to cham-
pion or to deny the morality of such 
a cause in anticipation, we are simply 
attempting to read the lessons of the 
past into the future. And, we modestly 
submit, this forecast has infinitely more 
of probability in it than the dreams of 
those who tell us so glibly of a coming 
Armageddon between the forces of so-
cialism and Catholicism. Such dreams 
are not the product of modern social-
ist philosophy, they are a survival from 
the obsolete philosophy of the days 
preceding the first French Revolution.

To the free-thinkers and rebels of 
those days — and the professional 
free-thinkers of today have not ad-
vanced much beyond that mental 
stage — God and the Church were 
nothing more than the schemes of a 
designing priesthood intent on enslav-

ing and robbing the credulous masses. 
Religion was a systematised business 
of deception and trickery invented 
and perpetuated by men thoroughly 

Only posing?
By James Connolly

In reference to the question you ask 
about [an encyclical from the Pope 

about] Modernism. Theoretically it 
was not ex cathedra, therefore was 
not binding. For myself tho’ I have 
usually posed as a Catholic I have 
not gone to my duty for 15 years, 
and have not the slightest tincture of 
faith left. I only assumed the Catholic 
pose in order to query the raw free-
thinker whose ridiculous dogmatism 
did and does annoy me as much as 
the dogmatism of the Orthodox. In 
fact I respect the good Catholic more 
than the average freethinker. □
• Letter to John Carstairs Matheson, 
30 January 1908

Through a production foul-up, four 
lines of the Faith and Fatherland 

article by James Connolly in Solidar-
ity 629 were transposed from the top 
half of the printed page 12 to the 
footer of the page, where they were 
overwritten by the regular footers. 
The article is correct on the web. □

Dorothy Day (1897-1980) founded a 
 later strand of Catholic socialism, 

with the Catholic Worker movement 
in New York City from 1933

Correction

continued on page 12 →
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aware of its falsehood and baseness, 
and consciously laying plans to main-
tain and spread it for their own selfish 
ends. Kings and rulers of all kinds were 
the creation of this crafty priesthood 
which used them to its own purposes. 
That we are not in the slightest degree 
mis-stating the ideas of the times we 
are criticising any student of the early 
freethought literature will readily con-
cede. That many otherwise excellent 
comrades have brought such ideas 
over into the camp of socialism is also 
undeniable. But that they are also held 
by an even greater number of enemies 
of socialism is truer still. And it is in truth 
in the camp of the enemy such ideas 
belong, such doctrines are the legit-
imate children of the teachings of in-
dividualism, and their first progenitors 
both in England and France were also 
the first great exponents of the cap-
italist doctrines of free trade and free 
competition, free contract and free la-
bour. Such conceptions of religion are 
entirely opposed to the modern doc-
trine that the intellectual conceptions 
of men are the product of their mate-
rial conditions, and flow in the grooves 

channelled out by the economic envi-
ronment.

In the light of this modern conception 
of the conditions of historical progress 
religion appears as the outcome of 
the efforts of mankind to interpret the 
workings of the forces of nature, and to 
translate its phenomena into the terms 
of a language which could be under-
stood. The undeveloped mind cannot 
grasp an abstract proposition. There-
fore that which the cultured man of the 
twentieth century would explain and 
understand as “a natural process,” the 
mental vision of our forefathers could 
only see as the result of the good or ill 
will of some beneficent or evil spirit — 
some God or Devil.

Hence we had in Ireland in our Celtic 
legends a plentiful store of fairies, lep-
rechauns and good and evil spirits, and 
every thing on land or sea, on wind or 
water that our fathers did not under-
stand was readily attributed to the good 
or perverse genius of some member or 
members of this fairy host. In their turn 
the fairies were the descendants of the 
servants of the “Unknown God” whom 
the Celt of old worshipped in his Dru-
idic Groves. Anyone at all acquainted 
with the beliefs of the Irish peasant be-

fore the advent of the National School 
to “spoil” him of his innocence is well 
aware that his Catholicity was almost in-
extricably mingled with a belief in fairy 
lore and legend that testified that he 
was still in a transition state of mentality 
between belief in the spirits of Druid-
ism and the angels of Catholicity.

He would have hotly repudiated such 
an insinuation. But to the seeing eye 
the proofs were palpable and undeni-
able, and this mental development of 
the Irish Celt towards a clearer concep-
tion of the universe, this progress, for it 
was a progress, from the conception of 
a world helplessly torn by the warring 
of spirits to the conception of a world 
ruled by a Creator holding a spirit 
world in subjection for a beneficent 
purpose, this development was paral-
leled throughout the earth by all the 
advanced races in their upward march 
to the conquest of truth. The point to 
be noted is this:

The different stages of development 
of the human mind in its attitude to-
wards the forces of Nature created dif-
ferent priesthoods to interpret them, 
and the mental conceptions of mankind 
as interpreted by those priesthoods 
became, when systematised, Religion. 

Religions are simply expressions of 
the human conceptions of the natural 
world; these religions have created the 
priesthoods. Only he who stands upon 
the individualist conceptions of history 
can logically claim that priesthoods cre-
ated religion. Modern historical science 
utterly rejects the idea as absurd.

Yet it is this utterly unhistorical idea, 
rejected by historical science as it is also 
rejected by the record of the countless 
thousands of priests of all religions who 
have cheerfully gone to martyrdom for 
their beliefs — and martyrdom is in-
credible in a conscious imposter — it is 
this belief that is often brought in and 
made to do duty as a result of socialist 
thought by those who ought to know 
better. It is a matter for congratulation 
that Irish socialists are free of such ex-
crescences on socialist belief. □
• Published under the title  Roman 
Catholicism and Socialism, which is the 
title of the Cooney pamphlet referred 
to, in  The Harp, September 1908. 
In this print version we omit a final 
section which consists of two extracts 
from Cooney with brief introductory 
comments by Connolly. The full text is 
on our website.
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Stalling in Kirklees union impasse
By a Unison member

In mid-February, Paul Holmes, elected 
national president of Unison in June 

2021, was re-elected as secretary of 
Kirklees local government branch.

After the branch’s AGM in February, 
union officials said that the branch 
would be returning to normal func-
tioning after two years under regional 
control while Holmes and other branch 
officers were suspended by the council.

The council sacked Holmes on 2 Feb. 
He is appealing. Today, 28 March, we 
tried to contact the Kirklees branch 
office and got an answerphone mes-
sage that the branch cannot respond 
to phone or email enquiries. Members 
wanting support should contact the re-
gional office.

This suggests that despite Paul being 
re-elected as branch secretary, and 
continuing as union president and Na-
tional Executive member, the branch is 
not functioning and still under regional 
control.

The Huddersfield Examiner has re-
ported that branch office staff are re-
fusing to work with Paul and have gone 
off sick.

The situation with the internal Unison 
investigation into complaints made 
against Paul is still unclear. We believe 
there needs to be an independent 
labour movement investigation into 
those complaints.

Only that can give Paul an opportu-
nity to defend himself and ensure that 
the complaints are looked at fairly.

Unite
Unite branches in local government in 
all eleven councils in Northern Ireland 
are striking for improved pay at a local 
level by raised pay grades, reduced 
work hours, and more paid holidays. 
Unison and the GMB have agreed the 
1.75% pay deal for 2021/22 after disap-
pointing ballot results.

Unite has not confirmed industrial 
action in local government outside of 
Northern Ireland.

A consultation is taking place within 
Unison over the local government pay 
claim for the year from April 2022. We 
argue for a big increase in basic pay but 
also reforming the grading structure, 

increasing annual leave, and reducing 
working hours. We also need plans to 
reach the 50% ballot-turnout threshold 
needed to strike. The union needs to 
look at disaggregated ballots.

Unison membership in local govern-
ment has slumped over the last two 
years of lockdowns and work from 
home. Some branches are reporting 

losses of over 5%. The union needs to 
engage with members to understand 
why so many did not vote in the ballot 
on 2021-2 pay; and to launch an active 
campaign, including public meetings, 
with other unions striking over pay.

That would help to recruit new mem-
bers. □

UCU re-ballot: vote yes-yes
By a UCU member 

University and College 
Union (UCU) strikes in dis-

putes over pensions and the 
“Four Fights” (pay, equality, 
workload and casualisation) in 
the week 28 March to 1 April 
are the latest in a series of ac-
tions that began in December, 

but so far have not shifted em-
ployers. With the mandate for 
action expiring at the start of 
May, UCU is now reballoting 
with just a three-week window 
(the vote closes 8 April) to se-
cure majorities above the 50% 
participation threshold.

Many branches have man-

aged to sustain impressive 
levels of picketing and en-
gagement.

At Queen Mary University 
(QMUL), management were 
forced to back off from initial 
threats to deduct full pay from 
staff who refused to resched-
ule strike-hit lectures, after the 

branch won a local ballot.
The cost-of-living crisis has 

made the pay demand urgent, 
and after management’s pre-
vious refusal to negotiate they 
will be back round the table for 
the routine discussions of next 
year’s pay claim. That begins 
on 30 March with further meet-
ings on 25 April and 5 May. 
The joint unions have submit-
ted a new claim for a minimum 
of RPI plus 2% and a minimum 
wage of £12 an hour, plus a 
35-hour week, among other 
demands on casualisation, 
equality and redeployment.

Union branches will get their 
chance to influence strategy 
for the next phase of the dis-
pute at two special confer-
ences: one on the Four Fights 
(20 April) and one on USS (27 
April). The right wing of UCU 
is calling for a pause in action 
on the 2020-21 pay claim, in 
favour of refocussing on the 
2021-22 claim. However, un-
less notice is giving to em-
ployers before the conclusion 
of the 21-22 pay round, many 
branches will be out of time 

to implement a meaningful 
marking boycott. We need the 
threat of that boycott to keep 
the pressure on.

We also need a rethink of the 
strike fund rules that currently 
mean members can only claim 
for 11 days of action, and pre-
paredness to back up the 
boycott with further strikes if 
necessary. Vote Yes-Yes and 
keep up the fight! □

Action on Covid

Covid case counts have risen again 
since late February, as precautions 

like mask-wearing have faded and 
the BA.2 subvariant of Omicron has 
spread. Evidence from other countries 
where BA.2 arrived early suggests that 
this particular surge may be short and 
mild in effects. But maybe not. In any 
case new variants are certain to come 
in due course, and may well be fiercer 
than Omicron. 

We seek to make the labour move-
ment fight for the social measures 

necessary to underpin curbing Covid:
• a sustained public-health test-

ing-and-surveillance system
• good sick pay for all
• restore NHS funding and repeal 

privatisation
• requisition private hospitals to 

augment NHS resources
• bringing social care into the public 

sector with NHS-level pay and condi-
tions for staff

• workers’ control of workplace 
safety (especially ventilation)

• requisition Big Pharma, especially 
its patents and technical know-how, to 
speed vaccine production and deliv-
ery world-wide. □

More online
Argument over Malm
Much ado about nothing? 
Malm’s historical research 
is interesting, argues Zack 

Muddle, but we agree 
he offers little on the way 

forward now: bit.ly/malm-z

Glasgow strike off
New strike in long equal-
pay battle postponed to 
late April: bit.ly/g-strike

Goldsmiths bosses still stubborn
By Cathy Nugent

After 37 days of strike ac-
tion members of the Uni-

versity and College Union 
(UCU) at Goldsmiths are re-
balloting so that the union 
can take further industrial 
action next term if the sen-
ior management team (SMT) 
continues to push through 46 
compulsory redundancies.

Goldsmith’s SMT, after mis-
handling its own processes 
in the redundancy consulta-
tion (and refusing to uphold 
a grievance on it), has now 

delayed sending out redun-
dancy notices which affect ac-
ademic staff by just two weeks 
(to 13 April). Given this extra 
time the branch has agreed to 
contact ACAS to schedule a 
meeting with SMT to discuss 
preventing the redundancies. 
The branch’s negotiating po-
sition, passed in a motion on 
this issue, says it will “expect 
a pause to redundancies and/
or a significant commitment 
towards zero redundancies.”

Unions and students are 
well aware that significant 
numbers of staff have left — to 

other jobs and through vol-
untary redundancy — making 
these compulsory redundan-
cies and SMT’s intransigence 
seem perverse.

These “professional” man-
agers and accountants evi-
dently want to make further 
deep cuts to college along-
side their radical, damaging 
restructure, whatever the 
distress to staff facing redun-
dancy now and in the future 
and the damage to the qual-
ity of students’ education. 
This is a fight we must win! □

Unison

Covid-19
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Helping fewer because busier

By Alice Hazel

I start my shift at 0700. There is already 
a queue of four ambulances outside 

A&E when we get there with our first 
patient an hour later. The queueing 
used to start mid afternoon as the de-
partment filled up but often now the 
backlog hasn’t been cleared overnight, 
so it’s all day. It’s routine now to log your 
position in the queue when you arrive 
and then sit waiting. Only an hour out-
side in the car park on this occasion. 

The next time we get to the hospital 
there are eight ambulances. A three 
hour wait just to get through the front 
door. The patient we are with has se-
vere dementia and repeatedly asks: 

“When am I going to see the doctor?” 
Good question I say... Eventually he 
shouts, “This is really doing my head 
in!” I tell him he’s not the only one.

Eventually we get a break. I’m sat hav-
ing my dinner in the mess room. Most 
of the other people there are Patient 
Transport workers, the crews that bring 
people in for outpatient appointments. 
They are talking about private ambu-
lance crews.

Private
“They are taking over” says Dee and 
“our lot are not recruiting to fill va-
cancies, instead they sub-contract to 
privates.” He looks up the numbers of 
private vs NHS crews on shift today in 
the area: 16-vs-4. That’s far from the 
old story of using private firms to fill 
the gaps.

“They needed more crews because 
we were transporting people one at a 
time under Covid, but it’s entrenched 

now” says Jay. A year before Covid 
started we’d been out campaigning to 
keep the service in the NHS and won. 
“We fought for the NHS service and 
now our management are the ones 
using private firms. They just bought it 
in through the backdoor anyway” says 
Dee.

While on the next job we get a mes-
sage from our control desk saying the 
queues are increasing and advising us 
to try community alternatives or taking 
patients to hospitals out of area. We 
have a conversation with the patient 
we are with. Would she mind going to 
a different hospital? She’s understand-
ably worried about relatives being able 
to visit her, so we prepare her for the 
waiting game, four hours this time.

The shift is over and we’ve only seen 
three patients. The busier the ambu-
lance service gets, the less we do. It is 
frustrating and exhausting, and every 
day is getting worse. □

William Hurt, 1950-2022 

By John Cunningham 

I once met William Hurt, who died 13 
March, at a director’s Q and A which I 

moderated at the Institute of Contem-
porary Arts. What I remember most is 
that after the Q and A he came up to 
me and thanked me for chairing the 
session so well.

No-one, director, actor, or what-
ever, had done this before, or has 
done since. Usually the moderator of 
these events is either ignored or com-
plained about, as in “I had my hand up 

to speak and you ignored me!”. The 
gesture seemed typical of the man.

Three of his films stand out for me: 
Gorky Park (1983, Michael Apted), 
where he plays Moscow policeman 
Arkady Renko; Sunshine (1999, István 
Szabo) where he is the Hungarian fas-
cist-hunter Andor Knorr whose trial 
and execution parallels the real-life 
László Rajk; and The Kiss of the Spi-
der Woman (1985, Hector Babenco) 
where, as the gay Luis Molina, he 
shares a Brazilian prison cell with left 
political activist, Valentin Arregui.

Despite problems, the two men be-
come friends, although Molina is an 
informer. At the end of the film Mo-
lina sacrifices his life for the sake of 
Valentin. All three films are well worth 
seeing. □

Hungarian teachers strike for pay
By Luca Brasco

Teachers in Hungary launched an in-
definite strike from 16 March. The 

two education workers’ unions, PDSZ 
and PSZ, demand increased wages for 
teachers and everyone else working in 
education. They also want to place a 
cap on the weekly amount of manda-
tory hours spent teaching at 22 hours.

Hungary has the second lowest pay 
for teachers in the EU after Bulgaria. 
The yearly take-home pay was 4,854 
euros in 2018/2019. Meanwhile, teach-
ers in Scotland take home an average 
of 32,195 euros. It also takes Hungarian 
teachers 42 years to reach the highest 
grade of pay in their field.

Prior to 2014, teachers’ salaries were 

adjusted yearly in relation to the min-
imum wage. But in 2015, their wages 
were frozen, so their pay is still ad-
justed to the minimum wage of 2014. 
An internal union poll by conducted 
by PDSZ revealed that 38 percent of 
members surveyed had problems with 
housing. On top of having to deal with 
the relative decline of their wages, they 
were given additional work in the form 
of administrative tasks, and having to 
teach more classes.

The strike itself was preceded by a 
warning strike, as well as several pro-
tests and acts of civil disobedience. The 
government decreed on 11 February 
that even in the event of a strike, teach-
ers should still run at least 50 percent 

of classes — a decree which the unions 
rejected, providing only supervision in 
schools.

The government also refused to ne-
gotiate with the unions with the excuse 
that the elections are going to be held 
on 3 April, and the talks should only 
continue once the new administra-
tion is established. According to the 
unions, this unwillingness to continue 
negotiations is illegal. As a result of the 
delay, the unions were forced to imple-
ment a “rolling strike”, meaning a strike 
that only affects one school at a time, 
starting from 23 March. In the face of 
these immense pressures, Hungarian 
teachers need all the help they can get. 
PDSZ (Pedgagógusok Demokratikus 
Szakszervezete) bank account for do-
nations: IBAN: HU63 1171 3005 2041 
1756 0000 0000. BIC (SWIFT) code: 
OTPVHUHB □

Join Workers’ 
Liberty!
Want to be part of an organised 

long-haul collective effort to 
spread the socialist ideas you read in 
Solidarity, and to link together activ-
ities in diverse campaigns and con-
flicts around that consistent socialist 
thread? Then take some copies of 
Solidarity to sell each week, and 
contact us to discuss joining Work-
ers’ Liberty, the group that produces 
and sustains this paper. Check it out 
and contact us via workersliberty.
org/join-awl □

What we stand for

Today one class, the working class, 
lives by selling its labour power 

to another, the capitalist class, which 
owns the means of production.

Capitalists’ control over the econ-
omy and their relentless drive to in-
crease their wealth causes poverty, 
unemployment, blighting of lives by 
overwork; imperialism, environmen-
tal destruction and much else.

The working class must unite to 
struggle against the accumulated 
wealth and power of the capitalists, 
in the workplace and wider society.

The Alliance for Workers’ Liberty 
wants socialist revolution: collective 
ownership of industry and services, 
workers’ control, and a democracy 
much fuller than the present system, 
with elected representatives recall-
able at any time and an end to bu-
reaucrats’ and managers’ privileges.

We fight for trade unions and the 
Labour Party to break with “social 
partnership” with the bosses, to mil-
itantly assert working-class interests.

In workplaces, trade unions, and 
Labour organisations; among stu-

dents; in local campaigns; on the 
left and in wider political alliances 
we stand for:

• Independent working-class rep-
resentation in politics

• A workers’ government, based 
on and accountable to the labour 
movement

• A workers’ charter of trade union 
rights — to organise, strike, picket ef-
fectively, and take solidarity action

• Taxing the rich to fund good 
public services, homes, education 
and jobs for all

• Workers’ control of major indus-
tries and finance for a rapid transi-
tion to a green society

• A workers’ movement that fights 
all forms of oppression

• Full equality for women, and so-
cial provision to free women from 
domestic labour. Reproductive free-
doms and free abortion on demand. 

• Full equality for lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and trans people

• Black and white workers’ unity 
against racism

• Open borders
• Global solidarity against global 

capital — workers everywhere have 
more in common with each other 
than with their capitalist or Stalinist 
rulers

• Democracy at every level of soci-
ety, from the smallest workplace or 
community to global social organi-
sation

• Equal rights for all nations, 
against imperialists and predators 
big and small

• Maximum left unity in action, and 
full openness in debate

If you agree with us, take copies of 
Solidarity to sell — and join us! □

• workersliberty.org/join-awl

Kino Eye

Diary of a 
paramedic
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Nationalise P&O! Reinstate the workers!
By Ollie Moore

The CEO of P&O Ferries, which re-
cently sacked 800 workers, has told 

a parliamentary committee that his 
company deliberately broke employ-
ment law to avoid a confrontation with 
trade unions.

Tory Transport Secretary Grant 
Shapps has said P&O must reinstate 
the workers, because the government 
will legislate for the minimum wage to 
apply to ferry workers. P&O has taken 
on new hires at £5.50 an hour.

On 29 March, P&O replied that it 
wouldn’t reinstate. On top of paying a 
lower hourly rate, it wants to pay work-
ers only for the time actually on the 
ship, rather than a weekly rate for 24 
weeks a year, and cut staffing (a “flex-
ible crewing model”).

It’s illegal? Then P&O will pay the 
fines. The workers would be ruled as 
unfairly dismissed by a tribunal? P&O 
has already offered extra on sever-
ance pay to match (it says) what a tri-
bunal might award, set a deadline to 
accept, and claims most workers have 

accepted. P&O boss Peter Hebbleth-
waite told the transport committee that 
he accepted P&O’s legal responsibility 
to consult with unions over redundan-
cies, but that the company had “chosen 
not to consult”, because it knew unions 
would oppose the plans.

Hebblethwaite himself  earns 
£325,000 per year, and refused to con-
firm whether he would accept perfor-
mance-related bonuses following the 
sackings.

Rotterdam
A meeting between P&O management 
and the RMT union on Friday 25 March 
lasted less than 20 minutes. RMT gen-
eral secretary Mick Lynch said: “P&O 
were not prepared to listen to any sce-
nario or develop any idea that would 
provide a means to create a solution to 
the current disastrous situation.”

RMT and Nautilus have continued 
to organise demonstrations at ports 
in Dover, Liverpool, Hull, Belfast, and 
Cairnryan in Scotland. A P&O vessel 
was delayed departing Rotterdam 
after dockers at the Dutch port refused 

to handle its cargo. Labour MP Karl 
Turner acknowledged that, if the ac-
tion had taken place in Britain, it would 
be illegal, and said that Labour should 
have repealed anti-union laws in gov-
ernment.

According to Sarah O’Connor in the 
Financial Times (29 March), lawyers 
have a standard term for P&O’s tac-
tics - “efficient breach”, i.e., for bosses, 
it pays to break the law. Between 2017 
and 2020, only one of 141 firms found 
to have underpaid the minimum wage 
got a financial penalty in addition to re-
paying the arrears.

The only answer now is industrial ac-
tion (probably at best skirting the law) 
which forces the government to take 
P&O Ferries into public ownership and 
reinstate the workers on union-agreed 
pay and conditions. The labour move-
ment should also demand that the 
government withdraw public subsidies 
offered to the parent company, D P 
World, for its freeport plans. □

Preparing for pensions fight
From Tubeworker

Our pay deal for 2019-2023 set the 
increase for the final year of the 

deal (2022-2023) at RPI+0.2%. The rel-
evant figure there is 0.2%. That’s the bit 
of the settlement that is actually an in-
crease, and an increase of less than a 
single percentage point can hardly be 
described as “busting” inflation.

A pay settlement that is not pegged 
to the rate of inflation is a pay cut. It’s 
that simple. We should make no apol-
ogies for having fought for and won an 
RPI+ increase. Those suggesting our 
pay increase is unreasonable or unfair 
are essentially implying we should have 
had a pay cut.

We should aim to level up, not down. 
It is scandalous that many other work-

ers have no received above-inflation 
pay increases. We should support ef-
forts by those workers to win them. 
But we shouldn’t fall for the right-wing 
rhetoric that pits Tube workers against 
others. 

With then pension review about to be 
published we need to fight against the 
narrative that Tube workers are due a 
hit rather than us all “levelling up”. □

From fear to fightback
We need to learn from the result 

of our consultative ballot over 
cost-of-living issues. We will be able 
to break the data down to workplace 
and branch levels, and the places with 
higher rates of return will give us an 
indication of where we have stronger 
organisation.

Around 70,000 members took part 
in the ballot, but that includes those 
who voted electronically and postally, 
as we have some members for whom 
we don’t have email addresses. As 
can be imagined, amongst those who 
voted electronically we had a higher 
turnout. It’s clear we didn’t sufficiently 

energise our activist base in this ballot 
campaign. The fact that many mem-
bers are still working from home may 
have contributed to that, but we have 
more work to do to engage our activ-
ists.

The cost-of-living crisis is still spiral-
ling, with National Insurance, interest 
rates, and prices all going up, so there 
will be burgeoning anger and fear. We 
have to channel that positively into a 
fight back. My hope is that we hold a 
statutory ballot later this year, but we 
have work to do in order to develop 
our organisation to ensure we hit the 
thresholds.

Groups of PCS members are taking 
action in local disputes. Our members 
at the British Council struck on 24-25 
March against redundancies. Our 
members at Fujitsu, which holds civil 

service contracts, are considering an 
improved pay offer; they rejected the 
previous offer and balloted for strikes, 
which has produced a new offer from 
the employer. And workers employed 
by Ofsted are also balloting for strikes 
over Covid safety. The employer is in-
sisting workers are in the office at least 
40% of the time.

Our union will shortly hold elections 
for its National Executive Committee. 
The Independent Left is standing a 
slate of candidates standing for rad-
ical change within PCS, to put more 
power in the hands of rank-and-file ac-
tivists to develop strategies for fighting 
back against the bosses. I was elected 
as part of an IL slate and I continue to 
support its platform.

I’ve continued to work on building 
solidarity with workers and unions 

in Ukraine. As part of this, after con-
tact from other unions, I proposed to 
the National Executive Committee 
(NEC) that PCS support a trade-un-
ion demonstration in central London, 
which will mobilise workers to oppose 
Putin’s war and support the Ukrainian 
labour movement. This was agreed. 
The demo will also be supported by 
Aslef, the NUM, and BFAWU, and 
we’ve approached other unions in-
cluding Unite, GMB, and UCU to ask 
them to support it. I’m proud to say the 
Confederation of Free Trade Unions of 
Ukraine will also be supporting the ac-
tion, and we hope to have video mes-
sages from their activists. □
• John Moloney is assistant general 
secretary of the civil service union PCS, 
writing here in a personal capacity.
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Resist this 
Labour ban!
On 29 March the Labour Party National Exec-

utive Committee (NEC) voted to ban Labour 
members from “supporting” Workers’ Liberty.

The document for the NEC suggests our “aims 
and values” are incompatible with Labour’s, and 
says it will explain why — but doesn’t.

We are open and proud about our “aims and 
values”. As explained every week in Solidarity, 
we aim to build up a working-class movement to 
fight capitalism and replace it with socialism. 

Our politics are radically different from the La-
bour leadership’s. But so are those of huge num-
bers of Labour members. If those pushing the 
ban were logical and consistent, they would ad-
vocate banning any advocacy of anti-capitalism 
and militant working-class struggle.

Class-struggle socialist ideas have a long his-
tory in Labour. The party was founded as a coa-
lition of trade unions with socialist organisations, 
including the Marxist Social Democratic Federa-
tion.

When the leadership got the NEC to ban four 
organisations in July 2021, they cited antisemi-
tism. There can be no such justification here, 
since — unlike Starmer’s clique — we are militant 
campaigners against antisemitism on the left.

The NEC has also banned the Labour Left Alli-
ance and Socialist Labour Network. We strongly 
oppose many aspects of these groups’ politics, 
particularly on antisemitism. We oppose banning 
them for the same reasons we opposed the bans 
in July 2021.

The document cites Workers’ Liberty’s demo-
cratic structures; that we have local groups; and 
that we have social media, a website and publi-
cations. It makes no attempt to explain why these 
criteria are damning only for some organisations, 
except declaring vaguely that “networks of mem-

bers” and “ginger groups” are acceptable.
It cites the fact that we previously (between 

1998 and 2010) supported some socialist can-
didates against Labour (ignoring that we always 
advocated a Labour government). But since 2010 
we have advocated a Labour vote everywhere, 
without exception.

Due process
People were “auto-excluded” without due pro-
cess in 2015-17 for no other reason than past 
association, sometimes of the loosest sort, with 
Workers’ Liberty. So this is not really new. It is a 
move to expedite expulsions. As with the 2015-
17 purges and the bans in July 2021, it will not 
be airtight, but it will intimidate some socialists 
who have worked with us on Ukraine, on free 
movement, on anti-union laws, and more. The 
more who speak out against the ban, the less it 
will push back the whole left.

That the Labour leaders are spending time on 
this, weeks before local elections, at a time when 
the UK working class faces the worst fall in living 
standards for decades, sums up their attitude to 
the world. Most of the leadership, and certainly 
the aggressive Blairites who have gathered 
around it, do no campaigning to support strikes, 
for action on climate change, to rebuild the NHS, 
or to strengthen workers’ rights. In many cases, as 
in Coventry council, they are the people attacking 
workers. They reserve their greatest passion for 
attacking the left.

We will continue and step up our organising for 
a serious fightback against capitalism’s assault on 
the working class; to transform the labour move-
ment into an effective instrument of working-class 
struggle, and ensure the Tories are replaced by 
something radically different, not a Blair govern-
ment mark 2; and to fight for socialism. We urge 
Labour members to help us in those struggles. □
• More: bit.ly/ban-wl and see page 7

Russia: dissent swells despite 
de facto martial law
By Michael Baker

The founding editors of the Russian student 
journal DOXA, one of the best Russian-lan-

guage sources on the anti-war movement, are in 
the middle of their hearings regarding the house 
arrest they have been under for almost a year.

Four of the site’s editors were arrested and put 
under effective pre-trial house arrest for posting a 
video in support of student protests in April 2021, 
but their trial has been repeatedly postponed, 
leaving them without internet access or regular 
social interaction, and banning them from engag-
ing in editorial work for almost a full year.

In the hearing which took place on 24 March, 
the DOXA team engaged in an act of minor psy-
chological warfare, forcing the court to listen 
to erratic Slovenian philosopher Slavoj Zizek’s 
17-minute-long pre-recorded video testimony in 
their defence. The next hearings are taking place 
on 31 March and 1 April, and thoroughly deserve 
the support and attention of the international left.

The Russian humanitarian NGOs Agora and Net 
Freedoms have released a document that anal-
yses the recent change in Russian civil liberties, 
and concludes that “martial law has been effec-
tively introduced in Russia”. Although no formal 
state of martial law has been declared, “funda-
mental constitutional rights” including freedom 
of protest, freedom of movement, freedom of 
private property and freedom of speech have 
all been either heavily restricted or entirely de-
stroyed.

There have been no major mass protests in 
Russia for the last couple of weeks — OVD Info 
reports 15,100 arrested as its latest figure, largely 
unchanged for around a fortnight — but there are 
whispers online of a new call for protest in this 
week starting 28 March.

Former opposition leader Alexey Navalny has 
been sentenced to nine years in prison. His im-
pact on the protests has been minimal, but the 
sentencing should now ensure he is kept from 
any organising role for the foreseeable future.

In Krasnodar, twelve members of Rosgvardia, 
the Russian National Guard often used to police 
protestors in peacetime, have refused their or-
ders to go and fight in Ukraine. All twelve were 
immediately fired, and made a court appeal to be 
reinstated to their positions.

In Ufa, five members of a Marxist reading group 
have been arrested. The police cited no evidence 
of the members attending or organising any par-

ticular protest, or making any public statements 
against the war — this seems to be the first ex-
ample since the beginning of the invasion of so-
cialists being arrested not for their actions, but 
simply for being socialists.

The educational strike announced by the group 
Students Against War continues to gain traction 
(see pages 8-9).

The Telegram channel “The Conscientious Ob-
jectors Movement” has collated a wide network 
of resources for those attempting to evade man-
datory conscription (the next wave of which will 
occur in the coming few months, ahead of the 
new school year). Resources include advice on 
which appeals to make and which government 
bodies to contact, private group chats to talk 
to other conscientious objectors, and a hotline 
to have a trained member of the group guide 
would-be soldiers through the process of appeal-
ing their summons.

The groups Antijob.ru, Feminist Anti-War Resist-
ance and Antiwar Sick-Day have organised a fund 
that will act as a strike fund for anti-war strikes, 
as well as supporting workers who are fired or 
who resign as a result of taking a public anti-war 
stance. The only means the group has of collect-
ing money internationally, however, is via crypto-
currency — something they acknowledge is not 
ideal. More information is available in English in 
their Twitter thread. □

Caption

Pic: @AndreyZakharov

Russian artist Yevgenia Isayeva protests 
outside St Petersburg municipal assembly,

before arrest
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UPPING PRESSURE ON 
JUST EAT AND STUART
By Michael Elms

Food couriers across the UK 
are continuing their battle 

over pay against industry giant 
Just Eat and their delivery sup-
plier Stuart. At the same time 
as fuel prices spiral upwards, 
Stuart riders are dealing with 
the effects of a 24% cut in their 
base rate of pay; and those rid-
ers who are contracted directly 
by JustEat have also been hit 
with falling rates of pay per de-
livery.

There is an urgent need for 
the labour movement to back 
these couriers by supporting 
their strike fund and helping 
spark couriers’ strikes in their 
area. Please use the model 
motion, circulate the link to the 
strike fund, tinyurl.com/Stuart-
Strike, and contact us on awl@
workersliberty.org if you will 
help spread the dispute to your 
area.

Couriers’ strikes over pay 
started in Sheffield on 6 De-
cember. Following a break for 
Christmas and new year, strike 
action has occurred every sin-
gle day in Sheffield since 10 
January. The Sheffield drivers, 
who started the strike and re-
main key to its spread, are ap-
proaching 100 days of strike 
action.

The strength of the Sheffield 

drivers’ organisation is due to 
the years of organising which 
drivers there have conducted, 
with the help of the Sheffield 
Workers’ Liberty group since 
2019. Lately other socialists in 
the city including members of 
the Labour and Green Parties, 
Socialist Alternative, and the 
Socialist Party have joined in 
with the strike effort.

Far from petering out, the 
strike continues to spread and 
drivers continue to mount am-
bitious actions to rattle their ex-
ploiters into conceding on pay.

Greggs
On Thursday 24 March doz-
ens of drivers and supporters 
from across Yorkshire and the 
North East demonstrated inside 
the national headquarters of 
Greggs in Newcastle, “Greggs 
House”. Drivers piled into the 
lobby area with banners and 
placards, and demanded to 
speak to the senior manage-
ment team who bear respon-
sibility for the Just Eat contract 
and its outrageously low pay. 
In successive speeches, drivers 
revealed the depths of misery 
that these firms’ greed have 
plunged them into.

This action punctured the “so-
cially responsible” posturing of 
the Greggs firm, which has bur-
nished its image by making do-

nations to charities. Faced with 
the reality of its profiteering, 
Greggs would only send down 
the HR manager, who com-
manded the demonstrators to 
leave, and immediately called 
the police.

Meanwhile the strike contin-
ues to spread. Strikes, meetings 
and fresh organisation drives 
are in progress in Worcester, 
Wolverhampton, Colchester, 
Hampshire, Kent, and other 
places. For some weeks, driv-
ers in Dewsbury have been 
striking on a weekly basis. In 
the space of 24 hours strikes 
began in Morley and Birstall 
(targeting the McDonalds res-
taurants in those locations) and 
a drivers’ meeting was held in 
Leeds itself, in the Elland Road 
McDonald’s, which resolved on 
strike action, to begin on Fri-
day 1 April at the Elland Road 
and White Rose restaurants. On 
Monday 28 March, drivers in 
Chesterfield carried out a fully 
successful 100% shut-down of 
all restaurants on the Just Eat 
platform and demonstrated in 
the town centre.

Socialists across the UK 
should throw their weight be-
hind this escalating movement 
to organise and civilise the gig 
economy! □
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