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Whatever the court 
decision, the battle goes on!
Whatever the court decision on Tuesday 4 August, the 
battle goes on. The occupying workers will have their own 
way of responding to the decision. And we have great scope 
for stepping up the campaign outside.

Political pressure is still mounting on the Government. Each day there is something 
new, like the Workers' Climate Action blockade of the Department of Energy and 
Climate Change on Monday 3 August.

Vestas still have unfinished blades and equipment in the factories which they want 
to move out, and a strong presence outside the factories can stop them doing that, as 
it did at Visteon in Enfield.

In all battles like this, both sides get tired and frayed. We can't see the Government 
and Vestas bosses getting worse for wear, but be sure, they are feeling the pressure.

In October 1975 Muhammad Ali won a world heavyweight title boxing match 
against Joe Frazier at the start of the 15th round. When Ali tried to celebrate the 
victory, he was so exhausted that he could not even stand up. But he won, because 
Frazier's trainer thought Ali could go on for ever and so made Frazier concede the 
match.

If this one runs to the 15th round, let's make sure that we are the Ali and not the 
Frazier. Now is a good time for us to step forward. Stick together! Stay united! 
Be bold!

Use political leverage!
On Monday 3 August the TUC, the coordinating body of all Britain's main trade 
unions, put out a statement calling for the Government to intervene to save the jobs 
at Vestas.

The union leaders should have spoken out more strongly - the statement avoids the 
terms "nationalise" and "support the workers" - but, broadly speaking, this is more 
weight in the workers' side of the balance in this dispute.

The main trade unions have extensive representation in the Labour Party at all 
levels from local committees to the National Executive, and also have the weight 
given to them by the fact that the Labour Party depends on them for money.

After 1997 Tony Blair, with the agreement of the union leaders of that time, 
changed the Labour Party structure to make it much harder for the unions to get 
leverage there. For the last 12 years the union leaders scarcely used even the limited 
leverage left. They have let Tony Blair and Gordon Brown pursue shameless "pro-
business" policies. We should make the union leaders reclaim and use their leverage. 
The government is shaky, and the leverage could have effect.

The Labour Party is different from the Lib-Dems and the Tories, not so much at the 
top as at the base.

That's why most of the big unions are affiliated to the Labour Party, why all the MPs 
(bar two) who have signed John McDonnell's Early Day Motion in Parliament to 
support the Vestas workers are Labour, and why all the MPs in the RMT's 
Parliamentary Group are Labour.

Workers' Liberty is running a candidate, Jill Mountford, against Labour deputy 
leader Harriet Harman in her London constituency, and we will support other good 
socialist candidates in the General Election. In the 2005 General Election we had a 
coalition with the Socialist Party and the Alliance for Green Socialism.

But we work in the unions for them to use their leverage in the Labour Party, and 
we will vote Labour where there are no good socialist candidates.

Abstaining from politics just lets the leaders of the big parties off the hook. 
They can be budged. That requires intelligent use of the leverage workers do have, 
rather than collapse into the belief that "we can't do anything".

Don't trust Simon Hughes
It was a tribute to our campaign that it forced Simon Hughes, the Lib-Dem front-bench 
spokesperson on energy, to come to Vestas on 3 August.

But Hughes should not be trusted. He talked a lot about encouraging wind turbine 
contracts in future and asking Vestas bosses to employ current Vestas workers if they 
expand in future - "after this episode", as Hughes put it, i.e. after Vestas have got 
away with sacking the occupiers and making everyone else redundant!

He definitely did not support the workers, or the occupiers' demand for the 
nationalisation of the factory, or the call for Government money to re-fit the factory for 
more modern processes and offshore blades.

Hughes's record shows that he is no friend of workers or of unions. When he 
ran for mayor of London in 2004, he said: "If elected as mayor, I will remove the RMT 
from the board of Transport for London… so we can stop Londoners from… being 
held to ransom."

Lib-Dem policy is to "require compulsory arbitration of industrial disputes in the 
public services [i.e. some wealthy "expert" decides, and the workers have no right to 
protest] and to consider financial penalties for unofficial strikers."

● How workers can win: lessons from history
● Workers' Liberty discussions outside the 
Vestas factory entrance at four o'clock every 
afternoon. All welcome.

● Tuesday 4th: Clydeside 1971
● Wednesday 5th: Zanon 2001
● Thursday 6th: Gdansk 1980
● Friday 7th: Republic Windows 2008
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