
Solidarity
Hackney

Local school Homerton
     College of Technology
faces the chop as academy-
mania grips the borough’s
Learning Trust.

The Trust is ‘consulting’ on
the school’s future, but has
made it clear that it thinks
that the only real option to to
close Homerton and replace
it with an ‘academy’.

Hackney already has one
academy - Mossbourne - and
will soon have two more -
Petchey and Bridge. Now the
Learning Trust wants a fourth.

An academy is founded
when a rich sponsor puts up
around £2m and the
government adds around
£25m. The rich sponsor then
gets to control major aspects
of the school, with precious
little accountability to
parents, kids, staff or the
community.

At a recent public meeting
organised by the school’s
trade unions, a hundred
people protested against the
closure plan - and against a
proposal to make Haggerston
School mixed-sex to prepare
it for yet another academy.

CONTACT THE CAMPAIGN:
Hackney Teachers’ Association (NUT),

020-8985-6606

www.workersliberty.org/academies

Residents of Aspland estate
      and Marcon Court have
forced Hackney Council to
back down from its plan to
privatise their estates.

The Council’s Cabinet will
discuss the issue on 25 July,
and was going to vote on a
recommendation to transfer
the estates to a new landlord,
to demolish Marcon Court
and rebuild it with a majority
of private flats for sale.

Now, the recommendation
will instead be to note
residents’ opposition, pull the
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estates out of the ‘Review’,
and put them into the Decent
Homes programme with the
rest of Hackney’s estates.

The Tenants’ & Residents’
Association (TRA) has vowed
to fight on, to ensure that the
Council properly refurbishes
the crumbling estate.

Hackney Solidarity’s Janine
Booth, who is TRA Chair-
person, said: “This is a victory
for community solidarity. We
stopped the privatisation plan
because we were not fooled
by Council propaganda, and
were not prepared to see a
working-class community
swept aside to make way for
yet more expensive flats for
City commuters.”

www.workersliberty.org/marconcourt

Save
Hackney
Schools

Round
One to the

Residents

More details and comments on both these
issues in the next issue of Hackney Solidarity.

www.workersliberty.org/haringeyhackney
www.workersliberty.org/hackneysolidarity
Phone 07957-217639 to make sure you

get your copy.
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