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Don't turn this truce

into surrender!

The following is an article written for Workers'
Liberty by a London postal worker:

With nearly two weeks gone since the return
to work on the basis of the “interim
agreement”, we can see just where we are.
Management in many areas are continuing
their bullying and harassment as before,
charging people with wilful delay for not
completing their deliveries in time and taking
them off pay, they are keeping casuals in
many mail centres and delivery offices, and
they are refusing to review the changes
brought in by Executive Action over the year.
Rather they are making plans for their next
round of job cuts. Some areas have almost
walked already.

When the union announced it was calling off
the planned strikes in exchange for an
agreement to keep talking, the immediate
response was “what the f**k”, and “we’ve got
nothing in exchange for our strike action”.

Now we’ve had a chance to read the “interim
agreement”, we can see precisely what we’ve
got.

The agreement amounts to a wish-list from
the union — it contains lots of good things we
want to see coming out of the dispute, but
only in the form of “reviewing” and
“examining”. On the other hand, management
has got its wish of calling off the strikes.

The agreement commits management to
reviewing changes they have introduced
through executive action. Reps have been
asking for that - a serious review of duties
they have taken out, of walks they have
collapsed, of shift times they’ve changed.

It says work should return to its proper mail
centre — we have to monitor that.

It says “normal resourcing” — for us that must
mean casuals are only used in the usual way
in the run up to Christmas.

The agreement states that there will be an
independent review every two weeks of
progress, and the union insists that strike
action can be re-instated at any time if
management are stalling.

Management are doing worse than stalling,
they are not even pretending to stick by the
letter of the agreement. They must be hoping
that the calling off of the strikes means they
can string us along with promises that mean
nothing until we feel it is too late to do
anything. And all that without any agreement,
beyond talking, about the future.

We need the strikes reinstated on a national
basis. People will be reluctant to go out again
given we have lost momentum, but the
alternative is to roll over and accept what
management want to do to us.

We need to keep the pressure up on the
Postal Executive to reinstate the strikes, and
to call a national meeting of branches in
favour if they refuse.

But we also need to assert control over the
dispute, electing strike committees in every
workplace and sending delegates from them
to regional and national meetings. The
disastrous “interim agreement” shows control
has to be in the hands of those affected on
the ground.
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Come to Ideas for
Freedom!

A weekend of political education,
discussion and debate for workers,
young people and activists, hosted
by Workers' Liberty.

Saturday 28 and Sunday 29
November, Birkbeck College, Malet
St, London WC1

Book online:
www.workersliberty.org/ideas or call
0207 207 3997

As the bosses' attempts to make the
working class pay for their crisis
intensify, struggles like the Vestas
wind turbine blade factory
occupation show both the
tremendous power of workers'
action and the irreplaceable role of
organised socialists and clear
socialist ideas. We are putting on
two days of talks and discussions to
spread and develop socialist ideas,
and make the labour movement and
the left fit to win the coming battles.

Sessions will include

* Occupy! Lessons from Vestas,
Visteon, Thomas Cook and the
occupations of the 1970s

* 25 years since the miners' strike

* Marxist economists debate the crisis
* How can the left move forward? With
speakers including PCS general
secretary Mark Serwotka and bakers'
union general secretary Joe Marino

* Socialists and local government:
Janine Booth on the Poplar council
struggle, John McDonnell on how Ken
Livingstone's GLC sold out

* Verity Burgmann, author of Green
Bans, Red Unions, on how Australian
building workers made the environment
a working-class cause

* What happened to the anti-capitalist
movement? With former Reclaim the
Streets activists

*1989: revolutions against Stalinism

* Leo Panitch, editor of Socialist
Register, on imperialism today

* The Iraqi left's battle against Maliki
and the Islamists, with Muayyad Ahmed
of the Worker-communist Party of Iraq
* Moishe Postone on anti-semitism and
the left

* Marxism and anarchosyndicalism -
debating differences, sharing
similarities

* The fight for LGBT liberation today,
with Peter Tatchell, Maria Exall (CWU
executive) and Alan Bailey (NUS LGBT
campaign)

* "Is class struggle out of date?" -
debate with the Institute of Ideas

* Debate with Meghnad Desai on the
future of capitalism

* Introducing: Marx, Lenin, Trotsky,
Gramsci

Subscribe to
Solidarity!

Solidarity is Workers' Liberty's
fortnightly newspaper, with news
from the labour movement around
the UK and the world; updates on
strikes and campaigns; political
reports; and articles about socialist
ideas and the history of the working
class. Buy a subscription - call 0207
207 3997; subscribe online at
www.workersliberty.org/solidarity or
post a cheque for £15 for one year's
subscription, payable to “AWL” to
Workers’ Liberty, PO Box 823,
London SE15 4NA



