Hi Pete

I have been asked by Nottingham PSC group to respond to your e-mail to Pauline **** regarding joint action for Palestine.  Please find our responses in line with your original e-mail below:
1. We need to have maximum effective unity in the town if possible. Two campaigns that have not explored possible co-operation would create confusion and we would be irresponsible if we didn't try to avoid this. 

We have campaigned for many years in support of the Palestinian cause and welcome the support of other organisations that share our aims.

Clearly we are currently too far apart in our understandings to be able to combine into a single campaign without considerable adjustment of your views.  

Our response is that your proposal contains such an open hostility towards many aspects of the Muslim community and Palestinians in particular that we find it difficult to equate this to support for their cause.  Indeed many of your comments with regard to the stance of PSC in particular, seem entirely unfounded and are based on prejudice or deliberate misrepresentation. 

2. There are common positions:

*
In favour of the immediate and total withdrawal of

Israeli occupation forces in the West Bank and Gaza (and also Lebanon); 

*
In favour of the right of the Palestinians to a state in those

lands and whatever accompanying economic support that would be needed. 

We don't feel that any of us has a right to determine what the Palestinians might, in a democratic choice, be ready to accept as a just settlement of their claims.  

3. But there are also major differences between us, most notably:

*
We recognize Israel's right to exist and call for '2 States for

Two People'. We understand that PSC no longer holds this position and calls for an immediate end to the state of Israel. We believe this is both unrealistic and wrong, given the last 50 years history, to try and force two distinct peoples to live within a single state. 

We are not aware of the PSC holding any position on a final negotiated solution and firmly believe that this is a matter for the Palestinians alone to decide.  Rather, we believe that they should be supported in these negotiations so that they are an equal partner for peace and not a "problem" to be solved.  

With regard to "two distinct people being forced to live within a single state",  are you proposing that the (Palestinian) Arabs who live in the state of Israel and make up about 20% of the population, should be forcibly expelled as many in the Israel Knesset openly campaign for?

Such statements serve only to satisfy the Israeli's long term agenda of creating a Bantustan like existence for the Palestinians.  Indeed the Israeli's have already left Gaza and the situation of the Palestinians that of prisoners in an open-air jail.

*
We believe that Gush Shalom, as well as the Israeli soldiers who

refuse to serve on the West Bank and Lebanon (the Refuseniks) and the rest of the Israeli peace movement, who are fighting for the above policies, should be supported and not ignored as we believe PSC generally does. 

Based on what evidence?  If you took the time to read PSC's website or publications you would find many articles concerning the Refuseniks and Gush Shalom along with many other Israeli pro-peace organisations.  All receive warm support from PSC.

*
We oppose the generalised boycott of Israel that the PSC

advocates; that is a boycott not only of all trade but also of contact with Israelis of whatever political persuasion. 

We believe that Israel is not behaving as a normal state should.  Many of their actions and policies are openly racist and flagrantly breach UN rules and the Geneva conventions.  Therefore it is perfectly reasonable that Israel should be treated as a pariah state and suffers a boycott of any connection that serves to "normalise" relations with an abnormal state.   

*
We believe that Hamas and Hezbollah should not be supported

because  

Hamas is the democratically elected government of the Palestinian people in the West Bank and Gaza.  The elections succeeded despite Israeli intransigence and were a model of democratic expression.  You appear to share the highly undemocratic view of the US that the Palestinian's right to be treated as human beings is conditional upon them electing a government that you approve of.  

1.
They have openly anti-Semitic policies in the following ways: 

Both organisations would be amused by your assertion that they against

Semites.   

How would you expect peoples who have been subjected to decades of military and political oppression to feel for their tormentors?  Their hatred of Israel's acts has nothing to do with an in-built prejudice against Jews as you try to assert.  If the Russians had occupied Palestine, what derogatory term would you apply to their dissent? 

*
Hamas charter's use of the fake document, Protocols of the

Elders of Zion, used by the Nazis to justify anti-Semitism, 

Please see above....

*
Hezbollah leader, Nasrallah, follows Iranian policy in calling

for Israel to be liquidated and presumably also Jewish people as in his statement welcoming Jews being concentrated in Israel (the state he wishes to liquidate) 'if they [Jews] all gather in Israel, it will save us the trouble of going after them worldwide'. 

Breath taking prejudice......

2.
Both have formal positions for the liquidation of Israel

although 

There is a large sector of Israeli society, represented in the Knesset that openly calls for the forcible expulsion of Arabs from Palestine.

Why therefore do you not equally condemn Israel for the widespread desire to liquidate Palestine?  

*
Hamas modified its position with the prospect of the Palestinian

referendum on the issue which was widely predicted to reject their position  

*
Hezbollah currently claims no interest in pursuing this policy

of theirs 
3.
Both advocate attacks on Jewish civilians throughout the world. 

Hamas resistance fighters have held their one-sided cease fire for about two years in the hope of a start to meaningful negotiations with Israel.

In the meantime Israel continues its almost daily slaughter of Palestinians.  Since June more than 200 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli actions in Gaza alone.

Despite its claims to be searching for peace with the Palestinians Israel continues its theft of land and the building of Israeli-only settlements.
4.
Both hold reactionary positions on the establishment of an

Islamic state and the implementation of Sharia Law. MAB leader, Azzam Tamimi in Britain, who is a strong supporter of Hamas and is known to be close to its leadership, has argued that those who renounce their Islamic faith should either be executed or tried for treason. The Iranian regime from which Hezbollah draws inspiration considers a woman to have the legal status of half a man and has held frequent and recent public executions of gay teenagers. 

The Palestinian people have voted democratically for a Hamas government.

5.
We would argue that Israel must negotiate with Hamas, as elected

representatives of the Palestinians. At the same time we do not give Hamas any support but should give support to Palestinians who wish to replace Hamas with a more democratic force. 

The Palestinian people have voted democratically for a Hamas government.

Hope your campaign will be able to respond positively and that we might look forward to effective common action in support of the Palestinians.

As I think I pointed out we hope to arrange a meeting soon with both Palestinians and Israeli opponents of the Israeli war in Lebanon and the occupation of the West Bank
Regards,

Steve
