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President Johnson has again sent an extra draft of
troops to Vietnam, while officisl US casualty fig-
ures rose higher for the first six months of this
year than the whole of 1966, Still the workers amd
peasants of Vietnam resist and repel the massed
onslaught. of the most powerful army in the world,
backed by all the latest science and technology.

A report in the OBSERVER stated that "two out of
every three Americans, according to the polls,
accept the fact that the war is not going well ...
The much-heralded American sweep 1in the Mzkong

Delba seems bogged down in a waterlogged stalemate;

in the. -Northern provinces a division of Marines
has been’ H.mmcu.mn.”_.% battered by Communist attacks
ever since the beginning of the year; and even the
pacification programme in the villages is conceded
recently to have thown disappointing results."

The report combinues: "., despite all the bombing
raids, Communist strength in Viebnam has increased
by over 150,000 men in the last 18 months. It is
not just that that figure inevitably casts doubt,
if not blank disbelief, on the regular American
weekly estimates thousands of Communist casualties
in the field; it also poimtedly raises the quest-
ion of what exactly has been gained over the past
two years by the loss over North Vietnam of more
than 600 American planes," (9th July 1967). If
the NLF casualty figures have been wildly exagger-
ated {an American major was quoted as saying, af-
ter a press handout: "That's the third time that
VC batallion is supposed to have been wiped out")
it is reasonsble to suppose that the converse is
true, and that -official figures for 1967 of US
dead and wounded must be added to before a H,mw.u.u.m...
S.n estimate emerges.

MH.MHHQM. ATD N, L. T

Coupled, with the military activity of the NLF in
the rural areas has gone an inorease in the indus-
trial activity of the workers in the urban centres
of South Vietnam. By means of the mass strike the
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(And it is
Appropriately

was “"Reconvene The Geneva Conference".
not entirely discarded even now),

George Brown himself now hides behind this dem~
and}{ VWhile the Vietnamese are winning - as in
1954 =~ or even when they are holding +heir own,

orly the imperialists cvan benefit M.H.oa this sort
of Big-Pcwar manipulation.

One thihg is certain, The imperialists would like
nothing better than negotiations, This would open
up all sorts of possibilities for consolidating
their power in the area, with full frecdom to get
the best out of the situation, cither directly or
through the UN; +the CIA would have a free hand %o
mamipulate the political " puppet strings; and a
fage-saving cover would he found for Moscow. At
worst, 1if the fighting resumed - the strategic
military advantage of time to regroup and recoup
would have made the exercise worthwhile for the
Pentagon,

Advocates of Negotiation: often under the head-
ing of PEACE range from Johnson, the Pops ‘and
Hanold Wilson to the honest rank and file member
of .the CP and IWP who, horrified by the disgusting
noture of the war, +thinks he is helping the Viet-
namese by calling for the re-convention of the Ge-
neva Conference. The Vietnamese lknow that the or-—
iginal Geneva was respongiblé for  their present

predicament. It is perhaps only because of the

shocking plight of such fine people, +that working
class militants in Burcope who in a strike would
not dream of ‘'returning to work so that negotiat-
ions can begin'{who would H,mmms&. .nw_u.m as a defeat)
fall for the OF line,.

But such people are not helping the ' Vietnomese,.

_ This approach confuses. the nature of the war and

helps Johnson weaken resistance in the US,It helps
our own puppet-politicians to dJdismiss opposition
t0 their support of US imperialism by claiming
thet the solution Mlies in Hanoi", It is based on
the assumption that the Americans' right to be in
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ard yet things still move, For every bridge that
stands the Vietnamese have one or two in reserve
made of bamboc, wood or boats, ready to be thrown
up. Detour routes are prepared in advance. Every-
where there are mounds of earth and stones, sleep~
ers and rails, waiting %o be used." If fusl or
roads failed, bicycles would still be used, push~
ed on dark paths through the night: "They are of-
ten in groups of ten. FEach re-inforced bicycle
can. carry up to bewt: bricks, riwe, everything
that can be loaded on such a machine ... 10 cycles
with 6owt. each replace one small lorry." .

To outwit the bombers "The decentralisation of
the economy and the administration ... has robbed
the planes of big targets. ... The big Ffactories
evacuate to the country part of their equipment,
staff and management... Some surgical wings of
Hanoi's hospitals have been dispersed to the prov-
inces, where they continue to function." The rep-
ort concludes: "The thousand-and-one inventicns
of the Vietnamese have been applied in such a way
that the air raids could last years before resis-
tance broke. The mﬁﬁsoupdumm do what they can +to
enable the people to live 'as before'. The cinemas
are full, the circus is open (except +that the
large mspsmwm have been 'decentralised' imto the
countryside) and the artists sing and dance in the
music hall," (1.1.67).

Another report from Hanoi describes +the various
uses made of downed American war - materials:
"Parachute shrouds from flares dropped by the
Americans are turned imbo hammocks for children.
Parachutes become pillow-slips, dmﬂlmwu.mmmm“ cam-—
ouflage covers and scarves. .
"BEach of the supplementary fuel tanks jettisoned
by American pilots can be cut in half to make two
small boats capable of carrying = man, his weap-
ons and his equipment., Bomb casings,
isters and the girders from wings and tails are
turned into shovels and picks. Containers from

napalm can-

-
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ball-bearing bombs are made into plates, sauce-
pans, bowls, surgiocal instruments, sterilisation
trays and splints for broken limbs. The North

Vietnomese make tankards, flutes and one-stringed
musical instruments from flare and rocket tubes.
Mudguards and chain-guards for bicycles come from
small pieces of wing..."

YBOMES INTO PLOUGHSHARES!

"The story is told of one bridge in the Ky A4nh
district, some 200 miles south of Hanoi, which was
80 heavily bombed that the surroundings  produced
30 tons of bomb fragments, 4 forge run by ths nei-
ghbouring farm co-operative used them to turn out
60,000 ploughshares." (B.-J, Cabanes. TIMES Oct.6)

Back in the United States, opposition %o the war
is growing daily, and, with the prevailing demand
that imperialism should get ocut, is on the whole
on a far higher level than the innocuous Peace in
Vietnam committees here, with their tame plea for
'negotiation'. Out of the growing mmber of young
war veterans, groups throughout the country are
forming to oppose the war, and are rapidly linking
up nationally, With elections coming up next year
- the only time when the politicians bother. about
what the people think - +these pressures from
within could be 2 real help +to the liberation
fighters in Vietnam,

G.m. NEGROES ~ AND VIETNAM

z.ﬁ.w cannon and mortar the Vietnamese peasants are
holding down sufficient troops and  equipment +o
bring the US economy into serious trouble. Inflat-
ion has added dynamite to the smouldering anger of
the unskilled negro workers who, despite the key-
ed-up war economy, . have no hope of a job in the
foreseeable capitalist future, Housing and living
conditions are impossible in the ghettos - yet
the total budget of Johnson's so-called 'anti-pov-
erty' programme is less thab the cost of planes
lost over North Vietnam, omwp.wmﬁ_.nsu of course,has
its own priorities,




