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By Vicki Morris
Donald Trump’s election as US President
sounds the alarm for women’s and trans
people’s rights in the US and around the
world.

In his first few weeks in office, already
Trump has:

• Blocked aid to projects involved in giv-
ing abortion advice and care abroad.

• Withdrawn federal protection for trans-
gender pupils in state schools that allowed
them to use toilets and facilities correspon-
dent with their gender identity.

• Nominated conservative Neil Gorsuch
to fill the vacancy in the eight-person
Supreme Court.

• Nominated an overwhelmingly white,
male and right-wing executive.

The election period was in itself an alarm-
ing show. There was the leak of Trump’s
2005 video in which he boasted to TV host
Billy Bush of using his power and wealth to
sexually harass women. Trump dismissed
the video, saying it was just “locker room”
talk, and threatened to sue any woman who
accused him of sexual misconduct. In spite
of this a number of women have gone on
the record against him and some say they
will pursue legal cases.

One such, Jessica Drake, said about the
video: “His words and his action are a huge
testament to his character, that of uncon-
trollable entitlement, misogyny and a sex-
ual assault apologist.” 

Trump’s brash verbal denunciation of his
opponent Hillary Clinton shaded into sinis-
ter physical stalking during their TV de-
bates. The performance Donald Trump and
his wife Melania gave as a traditional cou-
ple, with Donald Trump in the powerful, ac-
tive role and Melania Trump as a passive
decoration, seemed to turn the sexual poli-
tics clock back several decades. 

Trump has moved quickly to make good
on his election promise to bar large numbers
of Muslims from entering the US, with a

temporary ban on people from Iran, Iraq,
Libya, Somalia, Syria, Sudan and Yemen.
The ban is being contested in the courts and
is lifted for now, but restrictions on people
from Muslim backgrounds entering the US,
and not only from those seven countries, are
continuing.

Trump also seeks to scapegoat migrants
from central and south America, with his
threat to deport illegal migrants, and build
a wall between Mexico and the US.

Migrant women, lesbians and bisexual
women, trans women, women of colour,
working-class women — all have reason to
resist Trump’s policies. And women have
begun to resist!

MARCH
On 21 January 2017 500,000 women and
supportive men are estimated to have
marched in Washington DC, and there
were 400 marches elsewhere in the US,
and nearly 70 solidarity marches world-
wide, including in the UK. Trump’s Mus-
lim ban has met with angry protests.

“America first!” Trump declared in his in-
augural address, heralding a more inward-
looking US. Some might say that is a good
thing: US interference around the world has
favoured the interests of the US ruling class
and trampled on the rights of others.

But the US turning in on itself does not of
itself make the world a better place: Trump
gives the green light to, among others, Rus-
sia’s Putin for his reactionary policies; to Is-
rael’s Netanyahu to allow more settlement
building. A more protectionist US threatens

to start a race to raise borders and slow
down globalisation that is in the spirit of the
1930s rather than the more just world we
would like to see. And Trump has just an-
nounced a 10% hike in military spending for
2018 — a more peaceful world is not on the
cards.

And when Trump says “America first!”
he means that his administration will over-
whelmingly serve the interests of rich, white
men. 

American workers, women, people of
colour must build a coalition against Trump
that can beat him back, and assert their in-
terests against those of the ruling class of the
US. They will have allies around the world,
as protests against Trump in the US are
matched by solidarity protests in other
countries, including the UK.

While Trump’s politics overwhelmingly
serve the rich, it is true that he did appeal to
a layer of working-class voters, including
women voters. Trump’s nationalistic rheto-
ric and promise to return jobs to the US
played well in some areas of industrial de-
cline. Disgust with Trump’s sexism, and ex-
citement at the prospect of the first woman
president, were tempered by the character
and reputation of who that woman presi-
dent would be: Hillary Clinton is seen as
close to the rich and powerful, too estab-
lishment, a personally ambitious career
politician, someone who stood by her hus-
band Bill Clinton when he was accused of
sexually harassing women, someone who
disparaged his accusers.

Hillary Clinton won more votes across the

country than Donald
Trump, but that she
could not do enough to
clearly overcome a
man as vile as Trump
says a lot about the
limitations of her
brand of politics, her
feminism, and about
the undemocratic na-
ture of the US political
system.

Instead of pinning
our hopes on electing a
woman president or
other woman figure-
head — in the UK,
after all, we have
Theresa May as our
Prime Minister, who
will do no more to
make life easier for the
majority of women
than did Margaret
Thatcher — we need to
build massive grass-
roots movements.
These movements will

elect their own representatives to serve
them — and only for a time before being re-
plenished from below. They will challenge
nationalism and xenophobia. They will be
internationalist. They will build a political
system that is not dominated by money. 

We can overcome Trump and all that
he represents — for that we need a
strong labour movement and a strong
working-class women’s movement,
working in coalition with all of those
fighting sexism, racism and homophobia
worldwide! Together we can beat back
Trump!

There is no doubt that politics has gone
backwards with the rise of Trump and the
far right, and this means that these global
protests were valid. America has been an
enormous influence on the world for
decades; if we can stand up and oppose
the most powerful (and thus influential)
man on the planet for the sake of our
children, they will view it as a learning
experience. 
We marched for the young girls who

had their strength, their intelligence and
their human rights undermined by Trump,
and for our young boys who now know
the power of their sisters.
Tilly Bean, A Level student, London

I am a gender queer, international student,
and a published activist, waiting and
wondering where the next blow is going to
fall. Trump’s first few weeks in office have
been calculated to be devastating, to divide
people, to overwhelm and create an
atmosphere of futility. 
I’m caught between the idea of trying to

live a life that might be ripped out from
under me at any moment, and changing my
life to fight a battle that is physically and
mentally exhausting, and that quickly lost
any pretence of civility. I have absolutely
no idea what threats I might be facing,
because there seem to be no limits on
what Trump, and his supporters, will do in
response to any kind of dissent. 
I don’t know what will happen. I know it

will be bad. I don’t know who I can keep
safe, or how to keep safe myself.
Fenella Kennedy, Columbus University, Ohio

Stop Trump: defend women’s
and trans people’s rights!



By Sarah Jackson
Although Phillis Wheatley never lived in
east London, and may only have visited it
once, the area is associated with her
groundbreaking literary achievement.

When her book of poems was published in
Aldgate in 1773, Phillis became the first
known African American woman to see her
book in print. (The earliest known African
American woman poet is Lucy Terry, but her
work was published later.)

The girl who would become Phillis Wheat-
ley was born around 1753 in West Africa,
most likely in modern day Gambia or Ghana.
She was enslaved, and when she was seven
or eight transported from Africa to America
on the torturous journey known as the “Mid-
dle Passage”. She arrived in Boston in 1761
and was bought by merchants John and Su-
sanna Wheatley. She was given their sur-
name, and for her first name they chose the
name of the ship she was brought on:
the Phillis.

Phillis was taught by the Wheatley’s chil-
dren, Mary and Nathaniel, and by the age of
12 she was reading Latin as well as English.
She wrote her first poem aged 14. The family
recognised her talent and encouraged her to
write. Her first published poem ‘On Messrs.
Hussey and Coffin’ appeared in the Newport
Mercury newspaper in 1767.

Most of Phillis’ poetry is concerned with
Christian themes, but she makes repeated ref-
erences to her African identity, and subtly re-
minds readers about what she had endured.
For example in ‘To the Right Honourable
William, Earl of Dartmouth, His Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for North Amer-
ica, &c.’ she refers to her story to explain why
she strives for the “common good”:

Should you, my lord, while you peruse my song,
Wonder from whence my love of Freedom sprung,
Whence flow these wishes for the common good,
By feeling hearts alone best understood,
I, young in life, by seeming cruel fate
Was snatch’d from Afric’s fancy’d happy seat…
Such, such my case. And can I then but pray
Others may never feel tyrannic sway?

After the Wheatleys failed to find a pub-
lisher for Phillis’ work in Boston they looked
across the Atlantic to London, and ap-
proached Archibald Bell, a bookseller based
at “No. 8 Aldgate-Street”. Bell agreed to pub-
lish her book, with Phillis receiving half of
the sales. He also helped her gain the patron-
age of Selina Hastings, the Countess of Hunt-

ingdon, who had supported other black writ-
ers to publish their work, including Olaudah
Equiano.

Phillis (now 20) and Nathaniel Wheatley
travelled to London, arriving on 17 June 1773,
just as the publicity campaign for Poems on
various subjects, religious and moral was getting
underway in the London press. During her
six week stay Phillis met many individuals
from high society, including Benjamin
Franklin and the Lord Mayor of London. In
a  letter to David Wooster  sent in October
when she had returned to America she listed
some of the sights she had seen:

Westminster Abbey, British Museum, Coxe’s
Museum, Saddler’s wells, Greenwich Hospital,
Park and Chapel, The royal Observatory at Green-
wich, &c. &c. too many things & Places to trou-
ble you with in a Letter.

She also wrote that:

Grenville Sharp Esqr… attended me to the
Tower & Show’d the Lions, Panthers, Tigers, &c.

the Horse Armoury, small Armoury, the Crowns,
Sceptres, Diadems, the Font for christening the
Royal Family.

This was a significant meeting, as Granville
Sharp was an abolitionist campaigner who
had been instrumental in the success of
the Somersett case just the previous year. The
Lord Chief Justice ruled in June 1772 that
James Somersett, an enslaved African man
brought to England from Boston by his mas-
ter, could not legally be forced to return to the
colonies.

It’s likely that Phillis knew about this rul-
ing, and was aware of the opportunity she
had in England to secure her freedom. We
have no record of their conversation at the
Tower, but in his introduction to her Complete
Works  Vincent Carretta argues that Sharp
would almost certainly have advised her: “It
is very difficult to imagine Wheatley and
Sharp looking at caged African animals, as
well as the emblems of British regal glory,
without the subject coming up of Sharp’s re-

cent judicial triumph in extending British lib-
erty to American slaves. Not to have encour-
aged Wheatley to seek her freedom would
have been completely out of character for
Sharp… A slave owner could not have
thought of a more dangerous tour guide than
Granville Sharp for a slave newly arrived
from the colonies.”

Certainly, Phillis did seek and secure her
freedom. In the letter to Wooster she writes:

…Since my return to America my Master, has
at the desire of my friends in England given me
my freedom. The Instrument is drawn, so as to se-
cure me and my property from the hands of the
Executrs. adminstrators, &c. of my master, & se-
cure whatsoever should be given me as my
Own…

She urges him to promote her book to his
circle, “as I am now upon my own footing
and whatever I get by this is entirely mine, &
it is the Chief I have to depend upon.”  How-
ever it wasn’t until 1778 that Phillis was
legally freed from slavery following her mas-
ter’s death.

In the intervening years she stayed with
the Wheatleys and continued to write and
publish her poetry in various newspapers,
becoming more outspoken about her opposi-
tion to slavery. In 1775 she sent a copy of a
poem entitled, ‘To His Excellency, George
Washington’ to George Washington, who in-
vited her to visit him at his headquarters in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, which she did in
March 1776.

Shortly after she was freed Phillis married
John Peters, a free African American man.
Her last years were characterised by struggle
and loss as the couple fell into poverty and
endured the loss of two infants. Phillis wrote
another book of poetry but couldn’t afford to
publish it and was unable to find patrons to
support her.

When her husband was imprisoned for
debt  in 1784 Phillis was left without re-
sources, caring for their new baby alone. She
found work as a scullery maid, but died in
December that year, followed by her son just
a few hours later.

It’s impossible not to wonder what
works Phillis would have created if her life
hadn’t been cut short so tragically, and
whether as a free woman she would have
been able to speak more about and more
openly against the “tyrannic sway” of
slavery.
• Reproduced from the East End Women’s

Museum website
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Phillis Wheatley: the first
published black woman poet

By Tilly Bean
The LOUD WOMEN Anthology is a collec-
tion of songs by up and coming female
punk bands.

The anthology acts as a dialogue for
women in the 21st century, whether it’s
mummycore band The Wimmins’ Institute
(of which Cassie Fox, who runs LOUD
WOMEN, is a part) warning young girls of
the predatory nature of Lad Culture in their
song ‘Nandos’, or your “local girl gang”
Fight Rosa Fight! There will be something for
every loud woman in this anthology. 

As well as releasing their first anthology of
music, non-profit project LOUD WOMEN
hold regular live music nights, release an
ezine, run a record company, a festival and a
Facebook page, all in the name of “putting
women on stage.” Expect punk sounds, attire
and attitude as this first volume of what will
be an enormous collection of easily heard
LOUD WOMEN regulars. 

At the beginning of the album, we hear

songs from ‘Dream Nails’, as seen on the Sis-
terhood stage at Glastonbury in 2016, and
Bratakus, a riot grrrl group from Glasgow.
Their songs ‘DIY ‘and ‘Pollution Evolution’
secure the vibe of loudness, anger, and heavy
punk for the rest of the listening experience.
The rest of the album delivers just that. We
get gritty garage rock from DOLLS, Gladia-
tors Are You Ready’s ‘I Want to Love You
‘combines Stooges-esque guitar sounds with
a post-grunge drum beat. 

The Ethical Debating Society’s ‘Poor Liam’
and Deux Furieuses’ ‘Out Of My System’
brings the noise. Distorted vocals and crash-
ing cymbals. It truly demonstrates that Punk
is not dead, only fed by the injustices of this
day and age. There are more humorous songs
from GUTTFALL’s Keyboard Warrior; a song
about internet trolls told with an X-Ray Spex
style Saxophone hidden behind the wall of
noise created by the drums. Followed by
‘Tyler is Not A Feminist’ by Little Fists about
men who pretend to be feminists so that they
can get sex, in other words “the worst kind
of liars”.

Coming up to the end of the album, we
hear ‘Black Is Beautiful’ by Madame So
which tells the story of a girl realising her flu-
idity in embracing different cultures whilst
being a Black female. As well as having
meaningful lyrics, musically this track has a
very danceable beat that you can properly
jump around to. Followed by Flightmilk’s
‘Chaperone’: a reminder that as women we
shouldn’t have to be passive for men to like
us (obvious really.) It seems the more serious,
targeted tracks come at the end of this vol-
ume. 

At the end of all the noise produced by all
these loud women there is an incredibly
moving poem by Janine Booth called Real
Rape, a reminder of why this anthology and
this project as a movement is what it is. Booth
talks us through the ways in which rape is
perceived in our culture and how different
experiences and circumstances are thought of
as worse than others. It is hard hitting for a
car journey or easy listening at home, never-
theless it grounds the whole album and
draws it to an end for reflection.

It will be exciting to see what LOUD
WOMEN will come up with next as well as
the new bands they will bring to the fore-
front of female musicianship with their
next anthology.

• Available to pre-order from loud-
women.org
• Launch: Saturday 18 Mar @ The Sound
Lounge, Tooting

LOUD WOMEN anthology volume 1: something for everyone



East End Women
By Sarah Jackson
East London has an incredibly rich his-
tory and women were part of all it, as
workers, artists, athletes, carers, pio-
neers, activists, rogues, writers, rebels,
you name it. However, their voices are
seldom heard. 

We believe that stories from the past can
make us rethink our present and inspire
us to change it. That’s why we are creat-
ing a museum which will research, record,
and represent women’s histories from the
East End. We want to work with women
and girls across east London to tell the sto-
ries that matter to them, providing a re-
source for the community and historians
for years to come. 

Over the last year we’ve helped to de-
velop two joint exhibitions — with East-
side Community Heritage and the East
End Women’s Collective — and began
working on a third with Hackney Mu-
seum. We also organised a sell out “East
End Women Take Action” history event
for local feminist activists, and we ran a
pilot schools workshop with 70 Year
Seven students in Hackney. 

If you’d like to get updates about the
project by email, and information about
how to get involved please join our
email list at www.eastendwomensmu-
seum.org.

3@workerslibertyWorkers’ Liberty

Repeal the Eighth!

International
Working Women’s
Day 1907-2017
By Janine Booth
What we now know as International
Women’s Day grew from a storm of
protest and action by working-class
women.

1907: March 8: women demonstrated in
New York, demanding votes for women
and an end to child labour and sweatshops. 

1908: March 8: 15,000 women, mostly gar-
ment workers, marched through New York
demanding shorter hours, better pay, union
rights and the vote.

1909: Women shirtwaist makers in the
USA staged a 13-week strike. The Socialist
Party of America declared 28 February the
first National Woman’s Day (NWD), with
marches and meetings across the country
demanding political rights for working
women. 

1910: Clara Zetkin proposed to the Inter-
national Congress of Socialist Women that
“the socialist women of all countries will
hold each year a women’s day.” Over 100
women from 17 countries unanimously
agreed.

1911: International Women’s Day (IWD)
was held on 19 March, with more than one
million women and men attending IWD
rallies in Austria, Denmark, Germany and
Switzerland, demanding women’s rights to
work, vote, be trained, and to hold public
office.

1917: On the 8 March (in the Gregorian
calendar), Russian women began a strike
for “bread and peace”, until four days later
the Tsar was forced to abdicate. The Provi-
sional Government granted votes to
women.

In the West, International Women’s Day
continued during the 1910s and 1920s, but
then died away, only reviving with the new
wave of feminism in the 1960s. 

1965: The USSR made Women’s Day a
public holiday. By then, however, Women’s
Day had become an object of scorn for mil-
lions of women and men living under dic-
tatorship, who saw it as a propaganda
event by a tyrannical regime. 

1971: 5,000 women demonstrated in Lon-
don on IWD, demanding childcare, equal
opportunities and easier access to safe abor-
tion.

1975: United Nations designated ‘Inter-
national Women’s Year’.

1982: Women in Iran discarded their veils
on IWD, protesting against the rise of cleri-
cal rule after the overthrow of the Shah.

Since socialist women founded Interna-
tional Women’s Day, it has been adopted by
non-socialist feminists, governments and
organisations which have little to do with
women’s rights. With millions of women
living in poverty, with no country in the
world having genuine gender equality, and
now with the rise of Trump and the re-
emergence of open misogyny, we have
every reason to the original purpose of the
Day: to mobilise support for working-class
women’s demands, and to celebrate the
contribution that women make to the strug-
gle for human liberation.

This year women in Ireland and else-
where will be on strike to defend repro-
ductive rights. Low-paid Picturehouse
cinema workers in London, many of
them women, will also be on strike,
fighting for a living wages. In 2017 we
are more in tune with our 1907 sisters. 

I work at a posh university. The students
are mostly privileged, but pleasant! I’m a
member of the union Unison and we are
fighting alongside students and other
unions for a living wage. A large number
of student societies support us.

The uni management are resisting becom-
ing an accredited living wage employer. They
don’t like outside interference in their affairs,
HR tell us. They like “control”. So, for exam-
ple, Unison workers have to have local pay
bargaining rather than national.

One time the workers got a bonus in return
for agreeing to this, but now it is just an im-
pediment. This year we got the same 1% as
the national pay offer, so local bargaining is
not doing us any favours, and our Unison
branch has voted to return to national pay
bargaining as soon as we can negotiate it.

Our branch covers admin workers, estates,
grounds staff, caterers, security, halls — all
sorts! 

The “blue collar” workers are treated
worse than any other group of workers. They
have harsher discipline, and no pay progres-
sion. They are the only group of workers that
has had clocking-in imposed on them. Clean-
ers aren’t allowed to take mobile phones with
them when they are working. Basically, they
are not trusted by management to behave
themselves. It’s a sort of class control that
wouldn’t be countenanced by the white-col-

lar admin workers, let alone the academics.
The admin workers face their own chal-

lenges: a major reorganisation has led to
enormous disruption and demoralisation.
The workload is ludicrous, and many people
are suffering stress or leaving the university
altogether.

Needless to say, top management wall
themselves off from all of this suffering, and
pay themselves handsomely.

We are beginning to build a resistance. Our
branch was in the doldrums but our organi-
sation has improved. We have abolished
some bureaucratic privileges, built a func-
tioning committee, and improved communi-
cation throughout the branch.

This year for the first time in as long as
anyone can remember, the members voted to
reject the crummy pay offer. We have begun
a major campaign against stress, the main ef-
fect of which will be to expose how we need
more people to do the work. It will show
management and HR to be out of touch with
what is happening to their workforce. I think
the implications are enormous. They are
playing with people’s health and lives — the
negligence has to stop!

This year the political climate has got
more ominous, and the union will join in
defending our members from EU member
states who are worried about their future.
We have a lot on our plate, but we have no
choice but to fight back, and moments of
solidarity keep us going!

By Claudia Raven
There have been many women’s
strikes:  26 August 1970, the United
States; 2 October 1975, Iceland; 3 Octo-
ber 2016, Poland;  19 October 2016, Ar-
gentina. On each occasion, thousands of
women went on strike to protest against
inequality in the workplace and at home
or fight for reproductive justice.

In Poland, 98,000 people gathered on Black
Monday to protest a near-total ban on abor-
tion, and won a stay on the far-right and
Catholic Church-led plans.

Now, in Ireland, Strike4Repeal have taken
inspiration from the Polish feminist move-
ment and called a women’s strike on 8 March
2017, International Women’s Day.

They are campaigning for the repeal of the
Eighth Amendment, a section of the consti-
tution which equates the life of a pregnant
person with the life of a foetus, limiting abor-
tion in Ireland to circumstances where there
a “real and substantial risk” to the life of the
mother exists. A significant majority of the
Irish population are in favour of repeal, but
the government are currently unwilling to

hold a referendum.
Twelve Irish women travel for abortion

every day, predominantly to the UK, where
provision is beginning to be restricted due to
high  demand and pressures in the  NHS.
There have been high profile deaths, but also
many hidden ones. Getting and taking abor-
tion medication carries a 14 year sentence.

As the strike will be held on International
Women’s Day, there has been a significant in-
ternational solidarity  response. In the UK,
there will be demonstrations in Manchester,
Oxford, Cambridge, Durham and Glasgow. 

A global postal campaign #post4repeal
has also begun, with the aim of bombard-
ing Enda Kenny. 

How to support
#Strike4Repeal 

• Buy a postcard from where you are
and a stamp for Ireland

• Address it to: Enda Kenny, Depart-
ment of the Taoiseach, Government Build-
ings, Upper Merrion Street, Dublin 2,
Ireland

• Write Enda a message – is there access
to abortion where you are? Let him know!
Tell him why you want abortion rights in
Ireland, and demand he calls a referendum
to repeal the 8th amendment

• Take a picture of your postcard and
message then share, share, SHARE it! Post

it here, post it on your own Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, wherever – use the
hashtag #Post4Repeal so we can find it
easily

• Post that postcard! #Post4Repeal
• Share it again on International

Women’s Day, the 8th of March. Use
#Strike4Repeal and #Repealthe8th to link
in with the wider movement

• Check out www.facebook.com/re-
peal8global/ to see what other action you
can take

Top of the class!
WHERE I WORK by Joan Trevor



Nigerian-born novelist Florence Onye-
buchi “Buchi” Emecheta died on 25 Janu-
ary. Andrea Enisuoh remembers her and
her work and describes her legacy.

She reminded me of my mum, Buchi
Emecheta did. Around the same age, sin-
gle parent, working so hard for her chil-
dren. But she was so much more than
that. I called my mum in tears when I
heard that Buchi had passed.

We talked about what our favourite books
she had written were. We talked about the
struggle both of them had faced raising chil-
dren, with little or no support. We talked
about Womanhood. 

The first time I ever heard about Buchi
Emecheta was at secondary school. A white
woman teacher who recognised my love for
reading called me back after class and
pressed a book into my hand. “Read it and
keep it,” she said. It was her own personal
copy. I thought it a bit weird at the time, but
when I read it I understood. 

The book was In the Ditch. Semi-autobio-
graphical but telling the story of so many
women of African descent. Living in inner-
city slums in Britain, often with abusive part-
ners, then rising to their full potential and
juggling family life too. I loved the imagery
of her typing at the kitchen table while her
children were making noise and eating
breakfast. They added to the stories too. It
broke my heart when she told how she
showed her husband her first manuscript
and he destroyed it. “It was like he killed my
baby” she said. But it was like any set back
made her stronger — just like my mum.

Buchi Emecheta was born in Lagos, Nige-
ria. Daughter of a railway worker, she was of
the Igbo African ethnicity and that is what
she identified with. Though she was born

into poverty she had aspirations and talent.
Others struggled to make sure that she
would be in education rather than selling or-
anges in the local market. She won a scholar-
ship to a prestigious Methodist High School
and mixed with the elite. In the first year
there her mother died. When holidays came,
other students would return to family man-
sions. She would stay in the dormitory read-
ing, writing and retreating into her
imagination. 

It was at the age of 11 that she first met her
future husband, five years later he became
her husband. He travelled to attend univer-
sity in London and she soon followed with
their two young children. The marriage was
not happy. That was made clear in her semi-
autobiographical novel Second Class Citizen .
The primary character faced poverty, rearing
children and affected by an abusive husband.
Writing was her solace.

IN THE DITCH
So when her husband burned her first
manuscript, what would have been her
first novel, she left him. He had “burned
her baby” She set about raising five chil-
dren alone, worked as a library assistant
and studied at night to earn a sociology
degree at London University. 

In the Ditch was a book based on her writ-
ing for the New Statesman. Columns that
brought to life a woman trying to challenge
the welfare system that not only affected her
financially but also tried to label her family: a
problem family. Second Class Citizen contin-
ued that narrative. 

I first met Buchi Emecheta at a formal oc-
casion. Then I met her informally and I al-
most swooned. We poured libations for her.
Then I had the pleasure of helping to organ-

ise a celebratory event at her home. African
sisters gathered together to hail her. I set next
to her on her couch and she did what she did
best: storytelling. She made me laugh and
made me cry. She was very proud that she
had just finally paid off her mortgage. She
was proud of her children and laughed and
joked about them. If anyone knew Buchi they
would know she had a great sense of hu-
mour. I have never felt so humbled by any
author/writer in my life. She saw it in me
and said “just write my dear, just write”. 

For her writing had been therapy and a ca-
reer. A career that she seemed surprised by
but ran with. She said she was not political
and not a feminist. Whether that is true or
not, she influenced feminists and political ac-
tivists around the world. 

The celebrated African writer Chimimanda
Ngozi Adiche has said she owes a debt to
Buchi Emecheta” “I read and admired her
books. Destination Biafra was very important
for my research when I was writing Half of
Yellow Sun. The book I adored most was The
Joys of Motherhood, for its sparkling intelli-
gence. And a certain kind of honest, lived, in-
timate insight into working-class colonial
Nigeria.” 

Mama Buchi Emecheta told me she was
not really political. But with her words, her
thoughts and her insight she inspired a gen-
eration. Race, class and womanhood are po-
litical issues and she addressed them all. 

In 2010 a stroke curtailed her writing abil-
ities and her mobility. I know that would
have been very frustrating for her. What I
will take most from her were her sage words
to me. “Just write my dear, just write.”

Rest in Eternal Peace Mama. 

• Andrea Enisuoh is a writer, literary and
community activist based in Hackney.
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bit.ly/2m1NpQ5

Women’s Fightback

Remembering Buchi Emecheta 1944-2017


