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overthrown—he tends to pose questions rather than make assertions.
Since no fascist régime has yet been overthrown by internal forces, it is
to his credit that he refused any easy, or unilateral formula, but
contented himself with rejecting the twin, undialectical deviations of
frontal attack and “liquidationism”. Clearly these problems are closely
related too to Gramsci’s statement that “A social group can, and indeed
must, already ‘lead’ [i.e. be hegemonic] before winning governmental
power (this indeed is one of the principal conditions for the winning of
such power).” For this, see introduction to “State and Civil Society”.

OUTLINE CHRONOLOGY OF ITALIAN HISTORY
Final extinction of the Roman Empire in the West,
followed by periods of Ostrogoth and Lombard rule in
what is now Italy—punctuated by attempts to extend
Byzantine power, especially in the South.
Rise of the Papacy as a territorial power; annexation of
the Lombard kingdom by Charlemagne.
Charlemagne crowned as Holy Roman Emperor.
Otto of Saxony crowned Holy Roman Emperor as Otto
I. For the next four centuries and more, Italian history
was dominated by the struggle for supremacy between
the German Emperors and the Papacy. In the South,
Sicily was held by the Arabs (827-1072), then the
Normans until 1189, when the Hohenstaufen
Emperor Henry VI inherited it by marriage.
Emergence in North and Central Italy of the
“Communes”. The prosperous trading and
manufacturing towns which grew up during this period
formed self-governing republics which controlled the
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surrounding contado. The German Emperors saw the
emergence of these towns as a threat, and supported
the feudal landowners (who were the basis for the
Ghibelline party) against them. The Papacy supported
the burghers and merchants who constituted the
Guelph party. In the internecine struggles between the
cities, and within them between the rival parties, the
feudal landowning class was effectively wiped out in
North and Central Italy by about 1300. It was during
the thirteenth century that Italian emerged as a literary
language, first in Sicily at the court of Frederick II, and
subsequently in Tuscany with Dante (1265-1321).
The mediaeval communes became dominated by their
Signorie or councils of notables—and in time, in most
cases, by one powerful family dynasty. From 1300
onwards, five states were dominant in Italy: Florence,
Milan, Venice, the Papal state, and the Kingdom of
Naples (ruled by the dynasty of Anjou). Sicily (which
had thrown off Angevin rule itself in 1282: the
Angevins had acquired the island by marriage in
1265) from 1302 had Aragonese rulers. In 1347-48,
a probable third (up to 6o per cent in certain cities) of
the population of Italy died in the Black Death.
The family dynasties which dominated the city-states
of North and Central Italy were mostly legitimised by
Pope or Emperor: the Signoria gave way to the
Principato. The Renaissance (in the conventional,
narrow sense) flowered in Medici Florence, Sforza
Milan, Papal Rome, and in a host of smaller cities.
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Venice remained a republic. In 1442 Alphonse of
Aragon succeeded to the Kingdom of Naples (he
already ruled Sicily).
Two years after the death of Lorenzo de’ Medici,
Charles VIII of France invaded Italy to claim the crown
of Naples. By 1529, Milan and Naples were under
Spanish rule. Machiavelli (1469-1527) wrote
precisely during this period of foreign invasions and
maximum disunity among the Italian states.
Italy was largely under foreign domination or outright
occupation. Naples (i.e. virtually the whole of
mainland Italy South of Rome) was Spanish until
1713, Austrian until 1735, and was ruled by a
Spanish Bourbon dynasty until the approach of
Napoleon’s armies and the proclamation of the
Parthenopean Republic in 1798. Milan was Spanish
until 1713, Austrian thereafter until the Napoleonic
conquest of 1796. Florence lost its independence in
1532 and was merged into the Grand Duchy of
Tuscany, which was effectively an Austrian puppet
state from 1737. The Papal State remained formally
independent, as did the Venetian Republic, until the
advent of Napoleon, in 1797-98. Various other small
states existed as independent entities in Central Italy
during this period: Parma, Genoa, Lucca, Massa-
Carrara, Modena, etc. Sicily was ceded by Spain to
the Duke of Savoy in 1713; by Savoy to Austria in
1720; in 1738 it was united with Naples under the
Spanish Bourbons. Lastly, Savoy emerged as a
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powerful state in the seventeenth century; in 1713 the
Duke of Savoy acquired Sicily, but in 1720 was forced
to exchange the latter for Sardinia—whereafter his
realm became known as the Kingdom of Sardinia
(although its main territory was in fact what is now
Piedmont).
The Napoleonic invasion and occupation temporarily
united Italy, and had a lasting impact on the political
and social life of the territory.
Congress of Vienna. Austria became the dominant
power throughout the Italian peninsula; she occupied
Lombardy, the Veneto and the statelets of central
Italy, and protected the restored Bourbons in Naples,
the Papacy, and the Kingdom of Sardinia (Sardinia
and Piedmont).
Carbonarist risings in Piedmont and Naples were
suppressed with Austrian assistance.
Risings in Modena, Parma, and especially in the Papal
states were suppressed by the Austrians.
Abortive Mazzinian rising, led by Ramorino, at Genoa
against the Savoy monarchy of Sardinia and
Piedmont.
Anti-Austrian risings throughout North and Central
Italy. The Piedmont monarchy had by now set its
sights on becoming the nucleus and hegemonic force
of a united Italy. In March 1848 King Carlo Alberto
proclaimed that Italy would “go it alone”, and declared
war on Austria. In May 1848 the Milanese rose in the
“Five Days” insurrection, and drove the Austrians out
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of the city. A republic was proclaimed once again in
Venice, under Manin. In January 1849, a Roman
Republic was declared. However, in March 1849 the
Piedmontese were defeated by the Austrians at
Novara, and in the following months the Austrians re-
established total supremacy; Rome fell in June, and
Venice in August.
Anti-Austrian rising in Milan suppressed.
Piedmont, under Cavour’s ministry, participated
somewhat symbolically in the Crimean War on the
French side, as the opening move in a determined
diplomatic bid for French support.
Alliance signed between France and Piedmont.
War between France and Piedmont on the one hand
and Austria on the other. After victories at Magenta
and Solferino, Piedmont received Lombardy from
Austria, and in turn ceded Nice and Savoy to France.
The Central Italian states (with the exception of the
Papal state) joined Piedmont. Garibaldi’s expedition to
Sicily finally toppled the Bourbon dynasty of the Two
Sicilies.
Kingdom of Italy proclaimed, with its capital at Turin,
and subsequently (1864) at Florence.
Prussia defeated Austria; Italy, as Prussia’s ally,
received the Veneto.
French troops prevented Garibaldi from marching on
Rome, defeating him at Mentana.
During the Franco-Prussian War, the French troops
withdrew and the Piedmontese army occupied Rome,
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which became the capital of a united Italy. The Pope
refused to accept the end of his territorial power or the
legitimacy of the new Italian state, and withdrew
symbolically into the Vatican.
Italian imperialist expansion into Eritrea and Somalia.
Italian occupation of Libya.
Italy intervened in the First World War on the side of
Britain and France; at the end of the war, she was
rewarded by the acquisition of Trieste, the Trentino
and South Tyrol, at the expense of Austria.

This extremely schematic chronology notably excludes post-
Risorgimento, internal Italian politics—which is extensively covered by
Gramsci’s text, and in the footnotes to it.

1885
1912
1915


