
The Collective Organlser
_The C.mmunijrj .. xre on rh. one hJnd p.rctically. th. r.ost.tdvanccd and .cn)lu(e section ol-(he wa(in8 clasr
pff!.i ol c!er! co!ntr/. thrt leclroi *h,ch pnslEr lbru2rd lllolhersi on thc other hand. theorclicauy, lhey hale
oler rhc grcir ma\r ot rhc tn)lclrril rhe advanlilc of el.arly lnde6laDd'n! lhe lines of marub, thc condilions.
ard rhc ulrimale general Fsults ol ll\e pdelarian movc'netrl 

'

Ma -EnEets. The Man{esto oJ rte Cohlkluntt Pan\

Why do we prcducc a rcvolulionlr' newspaper? The qu.{(ion is insepar{blc from another: "why do we exist as a
relolution&y Mrirst organisa(ion"'
The *oikins cliss needs a ruv(,lutronfy puny wnh the 'dcr! thal can be.otne a material force ldcas lhat onue
pushed ro rhe tarc in a cluss snusgl. will be translom.d into st.atcgies to combal lhe power of lhe bourgeoisic.
ldcas whrch. taking in the h6to.t rnd experience ot txe workrnS class struggl€ wodd wide, torm an imntnse
body of knowlcdge, ineplaccab)e in rhe tlru8gle ro rn.Sanisc ! new wolld, oDe wberc inequdily. exploilalion
and oDDre$ion has becn abohshed.
The AWL has always organNed bey.id our forccs: rn Ih. tride unions, the slddcnr movemeni and ot ftc lefr. We
scet pr (ical wals to dvance the chss slrugSlc rn the he.. rnd now. 8ur $. are lar froor being i mss
organisalroD ot wortds. And ve are nor lhe pan) thar will uh'mately orSanis€ tbe workers lo lake pow€r in lhe
luture So what is the link bct*den ehat we do now and lhe lulure sirugglc lb. wo|keB pow€r? What is the lin&
b.rwee. fie lvlarxist lendency ftm is the Alliance for Worke.s' Lib€rty and the mass workers' pa(y of th€

Thc link i3 the cadrcs ot the AwL. we ee a collectitc .flifelong sGial(G who €ducat€ ours.lvcs in thc id.as
of the past. rcnc* those ide.s in dt struggles of the pEs.nl and ca.ry them foRard into the futurc. Atd our
idcrs arc.rc {uir€ disrincr on $c l.fr- we sland for human solidarily, inrcma.ional working-class strugglc,
dcmo.muc s€lf-o.gdisaaion of lhc lrploircd class, whrlc lhc rest of lhe lcff oftcn Sives up on ihc porurg class.
prcfdirg to rdrS ro populisl movcmcnt of thc "Third wodd ', political lrlim cvcn.
So how rlo wc l€.p alivc, d€v.lop dsustainourid€!s....ndcr€a&ncwcr&r?Tfuoudcducrtirgouneh€s
in rh. hisloty of our lnovcmcnt ihrough fruiiful acriviry tt|rl brings u! inlo co{trt with new laycd of &rivist!
andby orgaaisi^t Nnelv.t arocrl ou own UEtury padftE 8u! ll|. rlvoltdor|,ty FF ir noajuia | !(!du.L
Thc JiclAr lirerary prcducr is worrh!6s unlers it i! ((r, , .ool lrlic|| id.quraly .r/.i6 ih. lttlity of !h. tific.
in which wc live. k n..ds to ani(ut .. rs Marx prcpos./ 6!.. 150 y€lr!.go.'tlt lin. o( m!r.h, dL coadidonr.
and rhe rlriDare Ecncml resulr.s Dtlhc prolelanan Dovcrnctrl.
People have aleays comc ro r$ialisr ide6 and s@ralisr digM'sations froD tnnny dircctions. Thc conditioN for
wiDnrnB new rcade6, lindiDg friends and supporters and rccruiting membeG ar!, in thal sens€, no diffcr? than
rhey were thirry or a hundred yeare a8o. Except wc liv. in a wo.ld where the bourg@isie is scarcely chsllenged
by thc so called lcade^ ol rbe labolr movcment. The .uthenii. ideas of sacialism have been iir.vcably tlinted
by the slrnting c(rruptron of S(aun,\m. Ahhough we ..c lucky in somc way\ - we hav< no secret policc, no
prison vtrns lo d.dge, no rlx,(ron nn idez\ - in o(h.( *ryi w. hlve r (oughc. toh rdday.
Nonc(helc$. r ,rew lrycr ol irli!i(\ hls bccn crcir.d In rhc rxrious and drllusc .lements ol rbe "global tu(iec'

Somc Df rhe new rcbtirls will hd\e a tarsionire Inrersl tn the Breat evenrr of our lime. a narural lhirl for ideas
3nd nmy question. Why pul up wrth war pertcrraled by lhe Anlericd hypcr'po*er? What can be done lo ta.klc
the injustices and envi.onD.ntal dimagc ol rampanr El.]bal crpitalism? Why ,s mainstrcam polilics so deathty
dult, so iosubsta.(l!1. so disconnc.red with ihe lives ar o.dinary pcople Why ir the working class lhe agent of
[\ring chanee: Why ij thc anti-im{Bnllism of lhe don'rnxot lcli co(upted] Whlr does thc politicll kadirion of
Mnrrrsn si! abour rlcse quesr0nr?
Our paper hrs lo providc rhosc rnswers. We ain 10 ere!'c.rnd re$eate i liv'ng Marxisl analysis, responding |o,
analysi,rS rnd explaining rhe.vcnts otoxr rine ftro(lh d('cles. reporls. Il;vie*s rnd .ditorials. And ou. cdrc'l
Our cadie hA (o orgrnise. t( 80 o{t and sell oui htcrrtu.e, lo tiShl tor (he ideas i( con{lins, and lo cunmunicare
our bcliej rhar wc do bate answcB 'o the worU ,is rl c\tsrs we do have 3 vrs,on ol a fulure world. The pap€. is a
rool tbr i$ memb.a in the lirsl pld(e h is the menrbcn rhat must argue (hrcueh. cla.ify and re'nforce the basic
idcr\ ol the AWL s pru8ramme.
This cdufJrronal prmphler drscu$cs rhe ),nkagc bcrweer lhe lcvolutionary pany and the r€volulionary papcr "lhe
coll.crive orsanisea. The ex&mples quoled here conre fron different htlorical €rperiences, but the linking
rhcrn. is rhe idca rhai the revoluionlry paper is, aslioriky puts it, a tevolution.ry instrument ofthe party "

Cathr Ntge^I Mat 2n!



Exccrpa I :
..Wln ehc Cedr.Cstt
F om Isaac Deutscher, Trotsk!: The Polrhet Ar.rned,

This excerpt, comoenriDg on a newspaperwhich thc non,
Bolshevik Trotsky publishcd bcforc the Firsr World War,
sums up clearly a basic poist which runs through nrosl oi'
the other exccrFls in this selection: a rcvolutior:rry pr r
must bc a lool, aDd notjust a product.

I (  h a s  t o  L h i l l l u D g c  l h e  i d e a '  o r  i r .  r c d J c . s . : r I ' l , , r J
lhem, educale l l teDr, and organise lhem, ADd. gorDg
agajnsl lhc grain of uxisljDg society, it depends oD ̂ .riv.
supponers lo push jl, suslain it, carr) its arSun)eDls for
ward by word ofnouth, aDd to provide i t  wi lh artrc le\ .

We must try lo make our paper as good a pio'lu.r''
as we can; but the efforr is lafgc)y wasled unless th. prp..

ErccrDt 2:
..4 ccllcctlvc ontanlsGrtt
FrontaDin, lYherc to Begln.

Ilnin was arguing the case for an all-Rllssian newspailer
aa the key lool to draw tog€ther the scattered local social-
ist group8 theD (1901) activo in Russia into a coherent
party. Thr pap?r, b? wmte, should be "a collective orgaD-
iscr": "tbc rDrE t@hDical task of rcgularly supplyiDg rhe
DcsBpapcr with copy aDd of promoting regular dislfibu-
tioD will Decessitste a nerwork of local agcnts. . . thc skele-
lon ofprEcisely the kiud ofo.Sanisstion we r:eed... "

Jn oth€r words: a revolutionary pap€i n€€ds a r€volu-
(ionary party, just as a rcvoiutionary party nccds a rc!o-
lutionary paper. 8ut a revoluiionary papcr can be n col
lective organiscr lhat is. it can orly be a realLy revolu-
tionary paper - if Ihose'ncrc lechnical taskj' are do|rci

ExcGrpa i|:
.rthc Ccmmunlstts delly
'tGepcntt

From Communist Int€rni t ional,  Third Corgrcss,
Thetes on Porty Oryonis.tion.

T h e  C o m i n t e ! n .  i D  1 9 2 1 ,  w a s  d e a l i n g  w i l h  r ) e $
CorDmunist Parlics which had oftcn bcen formcd by rci
wing spl i t r  f rom the , ' ld Socidl-Denrucr. .nJ p.r ' l | r .  lL. '
mergers ofold socialist gfoups, and which had inhe'irel iL
ramshackle varicty of publications.

The C,cmlan socialisl nrovemcnl, for e.ranryle, Lr.,r lird
dozens of local and special newspapers. tD other '.,.. 1
tnes, many 5ocialist papers and magazines oporin,.i ,..
personal entcrprises.

The Conintern argued for resourc€s to bc ccrlririii'iJ.
and lhe Communist Parlies to aim for "a good.. J|:r':l
paper". Allhough our cifcuDrstances are vaslly Lirit.ji,!i
f rom lhose oI rhe big CommuDist Parr ies of 1921, o!c rc,
son from then is rclelaut to us no\r: the imporifirrr. i,l
concentraiing efforl on our centml poliricirl publ:oi1,nr,.
and Doi dispersing jl on lbe wide variety oflocal rn tl .r,i
c ial  pDbl ical ioDs which seem (as "producis") rD , l t , .
quicker shorl- ternl  successes but cannot ( i rs tool ! ' r
r n l . . a  i t t . . - n ' . " 1  - - - p .

Th€ Comintenl thcses go on to expltrin how the p^p.l
laust function a: a lool and ootjust a prodlcl.

Ercar.pa 4:
..A ccmmunBa cultur.al
revlcYt
An editorial by Antonio Gr^rntci frol,|^ Otdire Nuovo,
23 August 1919.

Ihe Dolion of a "cultural review" and ono Dublishinc
'r-drc.  on LJJrardo dd Vrncr $e,ur ro run aeaiosr ai i
In.  rdcas of rhe napc. being a rool rarbcr rhirr  jusr a
pfoduct. What Gramsci does hcre is cxptain why.'a com-
nrunisi cultural review", aDd nor jDsl a paper confined to
l , l , l ics in rhe narrow seDse aDd lo l rade uniDDism, i \  a
\irrl [)ol for buildiDg a party capable Df lcadiDg a conr-
p( h€fl sive, ali-ovenurniug social re'voiution.

Exceipa 5:

"What ls t mass pa|'eF tt
From T.otsky, The Oisis of the french Section
( 193s-6).
When this article was.lvritten, the French Trotskyists had
been working iD the Socialist Party for 15 motrtls, and
Iaced moves by the SP leadeNhlb to expel therb. Trotsky
advocated that the Trotskyisrs shoutd respoid by bold
defiarce, try to !,ull ar rDaly acrivisb out of the Sp with
them s5 they coul4 lDd airD for buildirg a sizeablc rEvo-
lulioosry p&(y wbich would r.lso drrw i! othcr revolu-
lioDary group!, for cr.ntFb dirridcDrr frDrD rbo SElioirt 

"p3it,. t
A s€crion of the Fr€nch Trotskyist leadeNhip, headed

by Ra!.rnond Molinier, chos€ instead to get to lry to get
(ogcther with the "sofr left" of rhe SP by lauochinS a new
so-called "masspaper", called ld Corrnrre.

The GtsL was rhe Troiskyisr group. "Social patriot-
nrcaDs socialisls who took a patriotic (nationalisi) lire on
lhc corniig World War. Ihe "Revolulionary Left" was
rhc "soft  lef l "  of  lhe SP, and Marceau Pivert  was i ts
leader. "SAPist" means "soft left" (after a GermaD group
cal led SAP). Blum and Zyromsk) were SP leaders.
Magdeleine paz was a rather pompous ex-Trotskyist.
L llumanitb was rhe StaliDist paper. SFIO was the official
namc of the Sociaiist Party. The Peolte s Front was the
dlliaDce of lhc Communist Pany aDd $e Socialist Pany
!.i!h the (bourgeois) Radical Parry oD aD "anr;fascist"
pfogramme: Trotsky denour)ced i t  as subordiDat ing
r(, i  k ing-class n) i l i tanc! ro rhe i l lusion of cross,class'r . , i i i - fascism". rQrr. , l i r to,  w^s thc papcr of the Paris
) ,  u t h  s c c t i o n  o l  t h e  S P ,  w h i c h  w a s  c l o s e  t o  t h e
ir,-iiskyisls; Fred Z€ller was irs lexder. Ld felitC wai ihe'I 
f,nskyists' own paper.
'I}le cor€ idea of the ertirc nnicle is i0 the seDrences:_lr is lhe elemenrary duty of a revoLu(ionary orgauisatioD

(o nrake ils political newspaper as 8cc€ssible as possible
io lhe masscs. This task cannoi be effecl ivcly solved
':rrpt as a function of the growlD of the ufgaDisation
ilLrLr IIS cadres, $ho nrust pavc the \^ay lo the masses for

l.lolicc: llrc cadres pave thc way lo lhe maises for lhc
xe,,.spaper, ol lhe ncwspapcr pavas thc \{ay to the nass-
fs r t)r  the cadres!

l roisky's argumcnt is a denol j l ion of the i l lusions
i:eliDd such pseDdo]nrass papcrs" as Joctdrsr. NnrJ ot
Jr i rda; ' ,  n;6 ( in i ts di f fererr way) the oid l ieaiyire

,t



ExcSlD,a O:
'.Ict tc sacp et eglaaalonel
slcaanstt
From the foundi[g confer€nce of the Fourth
lntertration&l (193E), resolutiotr on the tssls of the
Freoch SectioD.

This exc€rpt reprises Trotsky's argumeDts (exc€rpt 5) iD
the form ol a cri l icism of tho paper the FreDch
Trotskyists wlre then publishiDg.

It ties togeth€r thc rc€d for more solid articles and
polemics; the need "to adapt its language to that of the
workers and peasaots": and the need for "permaDeot
mobilisation" of sll tha Trotskyists round the paper - alL
4spects of the paper b€iog a tool (a "material ioslru-
metri), trolju9t a prcduct.

Excerp$ 5 atrd 6 together give the basic political arSx-
dcnt for iBcludiDg id ihc papcr a ccrtsiD nur:rbrr of
"heavy" or polernical aniclB which may be off-puttiDg to
rome re3deN. lf we Dade lhe pap€r very sirDple ard agj-
tetional, it Ddghl briog more sales (though almosl cer-
tably'not many: reDerDber, the "cadres... must pave thc
way to the massos for rhe newspaper"), but it would cer.
taiDly make the paper an inadequate tool for building a
revolutionary party. (Trotsky: "I do Dol kno'! if this
newspap€r v,/ould be.om€. with the hclp ofa magic waod,
a mass paper. I  doubt i t .  But i t  would in any evenl
become a SAPist or l iverl ist Ji.e. sofl- lcl-1, pol irr!al ly
inadeq uatej pap€ r"l.

Certainll th€ paper nrrrt seek ro ?rous0 rn8!r lgarnst
anri-asylurn legrslati'rn, the Covernmenl which waged
war on lraq and lied aboul il's war aims and so on. But
that is notall the paper should do, and not even the most
important thing it mu5t do.

l,aage numb€rs of people arc angry atrout thes€ thrDgs
slreadt. Ind€ed, atryoDc not angry about Buch things is
unlikely evetr ao coDsider r€aditrg our paper. And the

' poler must do mol€ than reflect back to p€ople the f€el-
irgs thoy have al.eady.

Whrt $€ must try lo cootribute, ineplaceably, is poli(-
ical answ€rs. Angcr without aos*€rs is not effectiv€: we
csn !€e all arouud us to&y that it can become res€ntful
dasp4ir. Even anger plus struggle ii not enough: the
whole history of thc labour Inovement is proof of thal.
To win even a sjzeable strike generally requires educaled.
thoughtful leadership: io erin the fight for socialism
rcquires a sharp-hoDed rcvolutioDary party.

Yes, but adswers caD be proposed and argued simply.
' aod without polemic? The point is notjust to have a few

"€xperts" handing down packaged advice lo the nass
rtruggle. but to gducatc an organisation, and as largc as
possible a periphery aroudd it, iD such a way that lhly
can figlt effeotively for th€ 'answers", {ind new arls*crs
to new situations as they aris., and become "erpectj'
themselves.

If we are to do lhal, we D)Dsr provide nlore thaD rcaLiv'
for-use alswers aud neat supporting argunronts, \u irrusl
arm those whom r've hope lo gel to fight for our prcnosirli
with arguments against lhe counter-proposals tbe-r'\r1l
meet in thc iabour movcmcnt, Wo musl cxani c thc
alternadves and show ihe process of reasoDiDg $,hich
laads to ore proposal and away iion arolher $h!(l pcl
haps seems at fiflt sight (r respond jrsl as weil t{) llie
basic anger fuelling th€ stnrggle.

The answers Deed forct lnd organisation bchiid rlicnl,
or they are useless. To focus on reljruitnlent and regard

political ideas as disposable gambits to help,with,rgcruit-
ing as rhe SWP doei. isbad: bur njs hard,ly,atry les!
stcrile ro focus on gencral poltlical ideai and 4irim coo-
cern with recruitrncnt as "sectarian". Alrd the sccood
altemative is a real dangcr. Time after time we have be€n
right on political issues. but lacked the forc€ to swing
events decisively and also lackcd the "party'buildiD8"
cdge to our work which could help us accurDulate lhe
force for next dme.

Wh€ther we like i! or nor, we hav€ bigger comp.titors
- like the SWP for the allegiance of newly-radicalk€d
socialists. Bven if \l€ rlgard all our polemics, argrments,
and jousling with those gmups as things w€ rrould like to
avoid, wc cannot avoid them except by giviog up and
joinilg the SwP- orgivmg up altogelherl

At woNt ihe polcrdcs rnd so on arc regrEttable leccs-
sities: in fac! if th€y arc done helfway s€ll, lhey ar€ bctt !
than that. They an v.ry imponrat for our self-educ{tioo
and (lrovidcd "the cadres pavc thc eay") for educstidg
and convinciDg people aroDDd us, Afler all, alrDosl all tbg
Marxist classics of gr€ate{ educalional value trre odgi
nally w tten as polchicB Agaiost other socialists (aDd
often against o!es, like Diihring, whose names now tirr
on only because of thos6 polemics).

ExccrDt t:
..A uot kcrst Dapcrtt
From Trotsky, 1z DeJferce ol Marrisrrr.

llere agaiD Trolsky arg)es thal tbe rcvoluriorery papcr
must be Dot just a producr ('1he task is llot to Da]e e
paper tfuough... a slillcd edilorial board"), but "a &vo-
luriotary iostrumerl of tic pa4y',

ExccrDa 8:
..RoadG?s mu:3a ltrt fcr.ahC
PePoftt
FYom Ca[ror, &t,€rr Frorr Prirdr(
Sometimes i! saeng tbat selliDg papers is too hard !]rd
dimcult a way of doiD8 political work: why don't w! takc
a sho( cut by giving papcB away free or doing molt
give-ai*ay leafletd Catlnoo aques that therg are poltical
reasons why this short c1)t do€s not work - as $€ll as the
obvious finaDcial ones!

frccrDt t:
..A comblnatlon aooltt
Fron Ctrnon, Lctters from Prison.

Cannon is arguiDg for nrakiDg the Am€rican Trotskyisls'
p,Lpe\ Tlk Militunl, bigger and more popular, in a situa-
tior (i94,1) where thcir suppon was expanding very fast.

He restatcs, in diffcrenr fomr, some ofGramsci's argu-
ment aboul a "communist cul tural  review". ADd he
argies lhal the papernrust bc popular, but "not... mer€ly
a popular paper".

'l])e wholc argDnrcnt is organised around the principle
that 'The Militattt is a leol..."



ExccrFt I :
..Wln ahC Cad!.C15tt
From Isaac Deutscher, Trotsk!: The Prophet .ltmed.

On thc wholc, Prardz was not one of Trotsky's grcat jour-
nalistic vcnturcs. Hc intcndcd to addrcx himself to 'plain

workcrs' ratlcr than to polirically-minded party men, and to
'scrv€ not to lead' his readcrs.a Praada's plain Ianguage and thc
fact that it prcachcd thc unity of th€ party secur€d to it a
ccrtain popularity but no la:ting political influcnce. Thosc who
natc thc cara for 1 f&tion or group ulually involv€ th.ms.lvcs
in morc or lcss complicatcd argument and address thc uppcr
rnd mcdiurn lavcrs ofthcir movemcnt rather than the rank and
filc. Thorc who say, on thc oth€r hand, that, rcgardless of any
diffcrcncca, thc party ought to closc its rank! have, as Trotsky
bad, a simplc ca!c, cary to cxplain and surc of appcal. But mor€

oftcn then nor thil appcal ir rupcrficial, Thcir opponcntr who
wiu-thc crdr.. of a party for rhcir morc iDvolvcd argrrncDt .r.
lilcly cvcotually to obraio rhc hclrin3 of rhc nnl-aod filG rr
wcll; thc cdrtr cerry thcir rrgumcnt, id timplifcd form,
dccpcr dowtt, Ttoblry'r c.lL fo! thc .olid.rity cf.U Soddil
wcrc for thc rnomtnt eppleudcd by neny-o,cn thc Eotrhcvifl
in PctcBburg rcpriDtcd hir Prrrla, But the iemc pcoplc *lto
aow applaudcd thc call wcrc cvcntually to dilrcgard it, to
follow thc onc or thc other faction, and to lcavc thc prcachcr of
unity fuolatcd. Apart frorn thi!, lhcrc wa! in Trctlky'r popular
posturc, in his cmpha.sis on plain talk and his promisc to ':crvc
not to lcad', mor€ rhan a touch ofdcnagogy, for thc politici$,
cspccially thc r.volutionary, bcst rcnes rhosc who listcD to him
by leading thcm.

{
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frccrta t3

"A ccllGcalvc cntanls3rtt
From Letrin, Whzre to Begirr.

A newspape! is what ure most of all need; without it we
cannot condlct tlat systematic, all-round propaganda and
agitation, consbtent in principlc, which is the chief and per
man€nt task of Social-Dernoclaqr in g€neral and, in pallic-
ular, the pressing task of the moment, whcn inteElt in politics
and in questions of socialisrn has b€en arous€d smong the
broad€st strala of tle popllation. Ncve! has the need be€n
felt so aculely a! today fo! leinforcibg dispersed agitation
ir the forrn of individual action. Iocal leaflels, panphlets,
etc., by means of generalised and systematic agitation that
.an only be conducted with the aid of tbe periodical pr€ss.
It may be said nithout exaggeration that the frequency
and r€gularity with which a newspape! is plinled (and dis.
tributed) can selve as a precise crit€rion of haw well this
cardinal and most €ssential secto! of our militant activities
is built up. Furthermor€, our newspapd must be all'Rus-
3ia. If we fail, and as long as we fail, to combine our €fforts
1o inlluencc thc people and the goveDment by means of tlie
prirted word, it will be utopran to think of combining otbe!
mears, nrorc complex, more difficuit, but aLso more decisive,
for excrting influcnce. Our movcment suffers jn the first
place, ideologjcal ly,  as wel l  as in pract ical  ard orsanisat ional
rcrpects,  f roin i ts statc of t faglrcntat ion, f ron thc almost
conrplcte immersion ol the overwhelDring maiodty of Social-
Democrats in lo€al work, which narrows thci! outlook, the
scope of their activities, and thei! skill in the maln!€nance
of secrccy and their prep3tedness. lt is plecisely in this state
of fragmentatioir that one musi look for the deepest loots
of the instability and the waverings noted above. The frc,
3tep towards elirninating this shortcoming. lowsrd3 trans-
lorming divers local movementB into a single, allRussia
movcrr€nt, murt be tle toundlng of an all-Russia ncwspap€t.
Lastly, what we need is definitely s poftlical newspaper,
Without 6 political organ, a political movement delelving
that name ls incoic€ivabl. ln tbe Eutope of tod6y. Witlbut
such 6 ncw6pap$ we ca[not po$ibly ful6l our tash'that of
conc€ntrrting all the element! of political dlscontent airal
protest, of vitalising thereby the tevolutionary mov.meot of
the proletarial We have tak€n the first s!ep, w€ have alou6ed
in the working class a past ion for "economic, fartory ex-
Dosulesj  w€;usl  now take the next s lep, that of  arousing
in evcry section of thc population that is at all Poliiicauy
conscious a D6ssion for politi.al exposure. Wc must not be
discouraced bv the fact that the voice of political exposur€
is toda!-so fe€bte, timid, and infrequent. This js not bccruse
of a wiolesale submission to police dcspotism, but bccause
those $rho are able and readv to makc exposurcs havc no
tribune from which to spcak, no cagcr a$d cncortaging
audience, they do not sec anywhere among the pc6pl. that
force to which it rvoutd be worth while directing thcir com-
Dlaint aqainst lhe "omnipotent" Russian Govcmmcnt Bul
ioday al l  th is is rapidly chansins Thcre is such a force i t
is the revolutionarv p.6l"tutlut, *ttich has demonstrated its
readiness, not only to listcn to afld s(pport the summoir to
Dol i t ical  s iruqqle, but boldly to cngagc i t  batt lc We t ' .  now
in a oosit ion to Drovidr a tr ibunc lor the nat ion wldc cx-
oosuri  ol  thc t5a; ist  qovernmcnt.  and i l  is our dutv to do
i l t i . .  r l r t  t r ;uune muct bc a So: i . r l -Dc'"rocrdt ic ncwsDrpcr"
The Rlssian working class, as distinct from the othcr classcs
and strata of Russian socrely,  dis! lays a consl lnt  nr icrcs!
h pol i t ical  knowledge atd manifests a constant and cxlensive



government's campaign against the Zemslvo; tomorrow we
may have to support popular indigr.tion against some
tsadst bashi'bazouk on the rampage and help, by meahs of
boycotl indictment d€monstrations, etc-. to mak€ things so
hot for hirn as to forc€ him into open retreat. Such a degr€c
o[ cotDbat readine$ can be dcveloped only through the
conslarlt .ctivily ot regular troops. If we ioin for€es to prc'
duce a common newspaper, this work *ill train and bring
inlo the foreglound, rot only the most skilful propasandists,
but the most capable organisers, the most talented political
party leaders capable, at the right moment, of r€leasing the
6logan lor the deciliv€ struggle and of taking the lead in
lhat 5truggle.

ln conclusion. a few words to avoid pos.ible misunder-
3tandiDg. We have spoken .ontinuously of syslernalic, plan-
r€d pleparation, yet it is by no melDs our intention to
irnply that the autocracy can be ovetthrown only by a reg'
ular siege or by organised assault. Such a view would be
absutd and dochinaire. On thc contrary, it is quile poB-
tible, and historicslly much rnorc p.obable, that the autoc-
r'cy will collapse und€I the impact of on€ of the sponta-
reou3 outbursts or unforcseen political contplications which
constantly thr.aten it frotn all sides. But no political party
that $rishes to avoid adventurous gaDbl€s can base ils acliv-
ities on the antjcipntior of such outbrrrsts and complications.
We must go ou! owD way, and we must steadfaslly carry
on our regular work, and the less our reliance on the unex-
pected, the less the chance of ou beiDg caught unawares by
any "historic tums".



Exccrpt t:
.thc Cammunlstts dallt
uGePontt
From Communist Internat ional,  Third Congress,
Theses on Pany Oganisation.

VI. On the Party Press

36 Constant €ffort must b€ made 1() develop and improve the
CDmmunisl press.

No p.p.r crn be rccogniz€d as a Communisr orSar unlcss it is
tubiecr ro Pnrty contrcl. This principle nusr be applied, w hin reason,
lo all P.rly publicrlions, i.e., joumals, papcn, pamphlers elc.. bur
contol h3s to bc exercis€d without aftdcting adveB€ly their
acsd.mic, propagrndistic orothercontert. The Party must b€ €oncemed
morc with thc quality than with the quan(ity oa p.pers. Th€ first
prionly for €very Communist Party is ro hav€ a good rnd, wh.r€ver
possibl€, daily centul paper.

37 A Communist paper mu3t never be lun as a capiralisr business
in th€ way bourgeois papen and oflen the so{dl€d "Socirlist" papers
.rc.Our papcn must be irdependent of lhe capiralisl cr€dit institutions.
Skilful use of advcrtising can subslanlially assist I papeis financ€s-
provided the Party h a le8al mus party bul it must not lead to a paper
b€coming depcndent on the large firms that place adv€rrisenents. Our
papers will establish their authority by llle uocompromising posirion
they trke on all prol€trrian social questions. Our papcrs must not try to
ritisfy thc lublic's' dcslrc for senetion or lidt .nrcrtriruneol. They
mutt not hlcd th. cdtici$s ofthe p€tty'bourgeobruthors a,ld virtuosos
ofioumrlism or i.!k .n rntrie to thas! litcrary circlca.

3E Thc Conmuni psplr mu3t conc.m it3clf fi'3l ind torcmGt
wlth ihr iri.rr r of thc cxploitod .od milltant worlc6. lt must bc out
b?rl prop.ludbt rnd |tit or, tho lcrdin8 rdvocrtc of lbr prot?r.!i.n
ravolution,

Our prpr mut! drn to gth.r thc vdu.bl. .rDrrl?nc. of dl tht
m€mb..i of th. Pr(y .nd dis.minrt€ this exp.fi.oc. in rh. form of
$ide.lin.| ro th.t Communist rn.thods of work can be conltantly
r.vi!.d and improv.d. Exp€riesc€s rnust also be sharcd at mcctin$,
:ltcndcd by €dilors from a ov€r lhe cduntry; this exchanSe o|opinion
wiu d3o bring about rnaximum consist€ncy in th€ ton€ lnd dir€ction of
the cntire Party pr€ss. In this way lhe Pany prers and each indMdual

paper wil bc effective organizers ofour rcvolutiontry sctivity.
Unless th€ Communist pelars and in particular th. main pap.r ar.

successful in lh€ir €ffo.ts lo c€ntralize and organiz., it eill lcarcely be
possible to achiev€ democratic centrali$n or an effective division of
labour within the Communist Pa(y and lhe Party will bc unable to
firlfil its historic t.sk.

39 Th€ Communist papcr must strive to bccomc a Communist
tJJJdei1kir€, i.e., o ptoktorian fighting oryonizatiot, at association of
revolutioMry workers, of all its r€gular contribulors, typ€-settcrs,
printen, adninistrators, distributors and sell.ls, and of thoi€ who
collcct local news, drscuss and edit the matcrial in the cclb, ctc.

A number of pracitcal measures ar! requircd in ordcr 10 makc thc
prper a fiShling organization and a real Communisl asrociation.

Each Communist should havc closc linls wiih ih. papcr for eihich
hc or shc wo(ki and maker p€rsonal s.rcrific€s. Th€ p.pcr js the Com-
munisl\ deily weapon which h.s tob..on(antly stccl.d and $arp.n.d
in ordcr to bc effective. Communirt pap.rs .an only survive if Pa(y
rncmb€Is are pr€par€d to maLc sub{t1ntial and tegular financial and
maaerial sacrifices. M€mbers must Ge that th€ pap€6 hav€ a steady
suppty of fund! for th€ir orSanization md improvem.nt until such
tim€ as the legal ma$ Parties achieve a posilion ofstreneth and slability
enabling them to exist independently and lh€m$Lv.s offer the Com-
munist movemenl mat€rial supPort.

The Communhts must be morc lhan just livlly canvasslrs and
agitators for the pape.; they must bc useful conlributorr. Everything
that happ€ns in the Commrmist fraction of the factory or in the cell,
ary €vent of social or economic importance, whether it be an accident
al work or a factory me€ting, the ill-trcatmeDt of apprentices or the



factory\ Iinancial r€po(, must b€ co'nmunicat€d to re paper ,s
quickly as possiblc. Th€ fractions in the lrsde Lrnions musl coll€ct all
th€ importmt d€cilioni rrd measurcs adopied by union rnactin8r rrd
union s.cretanab lnd any information on the type of activities our
en€mier are engaging in and s.nd them to th€ paper. The round of
mcetin$ and th. lif€ of ihe strect give the al.rt Party work€r th.
opponsniiy to ob!.rv" rnd criticdly .trlu.t. tariour minor dctii:l
which can be us.d in lh? pap€r to d€monstr.tc clearly €v€ll to th.
workers who arc indiff€rcnt to politics thai we .r. in touch wilh their
(hily n..ds.

Thr cditorid bold musl h.nilb wilh prrdculrr car. .Dd fcclinl llc
r.ponr on the lifc of wo*ing Foplc and on workers' or8&izstionr,
which can .ithcr bc pubu3h.d $ short articlcs to show that the pap.r ir
clos. to th. lif. of working peopL or used.! prrclic.l ax.mplct to
illustt.t. Communirt id..s-lhls i! th! bcit w.y lo m.kc tb. principl.3
of Cornmurlisn ccrnprrh€ntible to ihr bro.d worklnS mact .- lvhcrcvar

pstibL, th! .dtorid bo.rd mult .t.uit$b tim.r hold dirculrior
wlth tlrc worLln wbo ridt tha aditorid offi@, lfut n to thc hopar.nd
cdnddnt thry dne froo 0Dir.xpad.nca of lifat hardihlpr, no&
tbm down crr.fully md u3a tham to rnska thG prpc. mor. vltd.

Und.a th. .rgidin ryrtam, it b tru., noo€ of ow psp.n ctr bccoma
r F fcct Communltt worljng rrsociafion. But lvcn in th? mdt unf|v-
ounbla clrcurnlt|trcaa it ii poldbl€ lo orgrnizc ! ravolutionlty work€n'
prpcr. Th. peFr ofour Rurdrn comraahs,hrvd4 for tie years 19l2 and
l9t3 ir rn ex.mpl6 of thir. lt r.pre!.nrcd r hithly aclive orgaoizrtion of
conlciou3 rcvolution!ry r,orkcn from th€ imporiant ccnlrci of tha
Ruiirtr Elnpir.. Th.s! comr.dca joinlly edit€d, publblrcd and distribu-
lcd thi3 papcr, .nost of th.m tinancinS it from th€ir own wages. Th.
paFr 8rv. th.m whar th.y wanted and what (hck movem.nt n€edcd irt
thal tirh.;it wrs an.xpericrcc which is stil ofben€{it to llem today in
th€ir rvork rnd stru8sl€. M€mb€n of the Party and many other revo-
lutionrry work€rs.ould look oo such a paper rs ?reirwn:

40 Conr.ibutin8 to Prrty eleclion crt|?aign3 b en intcgrd plrt of
the work of a milltant Comhunbt pr*r. wh.n thc aclivtty of thc Parly
b focu.$d on sorne dcfinitc camPaistr, thc P.rty PrPer mutt d.sotc trot
iulr irr brdhg polittcd s{ticl.s but I much 3ptcc at n.€.$ary lo ift.
c$npdg$. Thc Gilltorr $ru|t drr* tllrt rid i$ support of lh. c.ntP.ign
from .ll lourc.r Dd dcdgn tho papcr'6 contcnt.nd fo.mrt to that thl.
matcrld crn ba prcicnted in tha most affcctivc wiy.

4l Slrrrcnirdd|r for otrr psprn mu3t be colLclrd vcry tytt (n-
riiqlv. Durtrt Friort! wh.n ro*.rr $c ioir$tr8 Or. hbou mc'vamrnl
or whctr politicd or .conotnic av€nls .rc dlirupltng locial tif. than rt!
good oppo.tunitbi for wlnninS rcsder and th. Cornmunist! lhould ba
ablc to nakc tha bclt ofth.m. Whcn ,ny Lrg€ rt.ikc or lockout opor y
rnd rlcrgcticdly d.fcndctl by th! prpcr comca lo at| end, CommuDirtt
dDuld !flnt.dhtcly pc$utdc lhos! who *.rc on strik. to t.l(! out
indiyidud ,ubrcriptio lo thc pap.B. Not odly musl Communlit!
dbtribot! tlrr.nOtior formr rnd carry out proprgandr .mooStt th€
Comrnunin fr.cllon! in thc frctoicr and tradc unioN during a slrilc
but, whcrcvc. p63ibl., th.y must dcvelop a militant agitationrl cam-
p.i8n, vtsitin! th. horncs ofth. workers who prrticiPated in thc atru88k.

lr i! dso ct'.ntid th.t rft€r any polilical clcction camprign which
h,!.rou3!d lhc irlcrcst oflhc working nasses irl politics, spccial p:ouPs
be s.t up to visit homcs i'l thc working-class areas.

At tirnd of potcotial political ond €conomic cdse3 which affcct th.
brord workjn! rnas.s lhrough hlgh pri.es, un€mploym.nl .tc., Con-
munjrt! murt n.kc aldlful propagat)da alound lbese issu?s. They must
do cvcrythinS in th.ir pow€r to ottain from thc lrade-unioo fractions
d.t.il.d lists of rhc worked or8anized in trade uniors and ure them to
approrch thesc wo.kcrs individually to 1vi4 subs.nbers. txp.rienc€ has



lhown that the llst w.ek of th. month is rhe b!3t iim€ for this kind
of canvassing work. Any locai group that has not tried durinS thig
p.riod at lcast oncr in a y€ar is lcninS a Sood opponunily dip by.

Papei-sellers should not misc a singie workers' m€.ting or d€mon.
stralion; lhcy should sel subs.riptions b€fore, during and after the

Th€ trade-u[ion fractions musl sell papers at all mectin$ of the
cells &rd lhe faciory frrctiorB.s q,ell as al the Seneral faclory m?ctings.

42 Party members must also defend the paper aSainst ils enemi.s.
All Pany m?mbers must also dcfend the pap€r against thc €apitalisl
i-:ss, exposing and criticizing the way it distorts and supprcss€s infof-

We must get the b.tter of thc socid-democratic and ind.pcndlrt
socialht press by a constant offensive. which should not however
degcnerate into a prtty polemic. Thc maDy €xa.mples ftom ev.ryday lifc
must be us€d to show up the disgusting attempts to smoolh over the
manifold social contradi€tions. Our fraciions in the trade unions and
ollrcr orSanizetions must do all they can to libcrat. th. ft€mb€rs oflh.
trade unions and oth€r workers' organizalions fron the misleading and
harmfirl in{luencc of the so,-ial-demolraiic press Our canpaign to win
subscribers by both house-to-house and faclory agitation must involve
a dir.cl.tlrck on the press oflhe social{railors.

./



Erccrpt 4:
..A ccmmunlsa culaural
rSvlcyt
An editorial by Antodo G$n$ci frofi (rdine Nuovo,
23 August 1919.

TN this isuc w. bcgin the pubtiotion of: briefstudy of Lconardo
I de Vinci by Cornredc Aldo Obcrdorfcr of Tricstc, writtm on thc
occrdon of & Vincfr fourth ccntcnary ro bc cclcbrltcd this yc:f. \vc
fccl surc our rcrdcrs and fridds will not b. surprir.d, $ dds rcproenlt
not l frilurc to tivc up to our pu.por€ but . prrtirl fulfrlmcnt of thc
rims wc mdc dcar from tlc surt.

On otho occrsiom wc h:vc .lrt-ady sct our whri wc bclicvc e prpcr,
a Cornnunilt culorel rcvicw, $ould be. Such e papcr rnust eim to
bccomc, in ndoi.hrc, cornpletc in iBclf, ad, cvcn fiough it mey bc
uaeblc to satis$ dl thc intellcctuel nccds ofthc nuclcus of mcr who
rcad end suppon it, who livc a part of their livcs around it, :nd who
inrpart to it somc of tlcir own life, ir must rt.ivc to be the kind of
jouft.l in wlnch cvcryonc will f'nd tlingr that intercst and movc
him, thrt will lightcn the daily burden of rvo.k, econolic strugglc
add politicrl dircusrion. Ar thc lcast, thc jounlal should encouragc thc
complctc dcveloprnent of onei mental cipi.iries foi a Ingher rnd
fulltt tife, richcr in harmony and h ideolosical dms, and should be a
stimulus for the developmenr of onc\ own pcnonality. Why cannot
wc oursch'a, with our rnodcst fotccs, begin the rvork ofthc cducaton
syrtcm, thc cducation sytcn of thc fLrture e'r<'nq rhc youth, who
ruppon rs anJ look to rs wnh so nurch ilrI rnd cxp.ctetion? B€causc
thc sociilisr cdtrcarion syslcm whcn i! cDcrgca wil ofnccc.siry cmergc
er e complctc sytern whosc goal it wil bc to cmbrrcc quiclly all
bnnchcs ofhumm laowlcdgc. Tlis will bc r pncticrl ncccsity and
rtr i$dl€ciud r€quircm€nt. Atc thcrc not alrcady workcrs to whoa tlr.
drs strogglc h:s givcn a ncw sauc of&gniry and libcrty wln-whcn
thcy hcar thc pocs'rong and tlrc rumcs ofanirts and thinlcrs-tlc
bia*ly: 'qWhy tnvar\ wc, too, bccn aught tkoc thingr?" 8ut tf,cy
co$olc ihcmsclvcs: "Schools, as orgmiscd ovcr thc lart tcn ycen, er
org$i!.d todat by thc ruling cbsscs, tcach little or nothing." ltc
:im is to mcct cducetiond rccds by dilfcrcna m.2hr: frecly, tltough

rpononcout rdtioas bdwcro mctr mov.d by I .otnmol ilcairc io
improvc drcmsclvcs. Why couldn't r prpcr trcomc drc ..nttc for onc
ofthcsc gtoupr? In this licld, too, thc bourgcoir rfuinc is cn ttrc vcrgc
of brnlruptcy., ftom its hrndr, allouscd from thcir mlc nork of
l.cumulrting privlic wcrlth, thc orcb ofsciencc rnd thc s:crcd lrmD
of lifc havc faticn. Oun is thc r.e* ot utng t}em up, our thc ra:k of
mrling tlcm glow with ncw light.

ln drc :ccurnulation of idcas trarumhtcd to ur by a millcnium of
work rnd thought thcrc arc elcmcnts which havc ctcmal vrluc, which
erurot end must nor pcrish. Thc los ofcon:ciousncss of thcsc velucs
ir onc of thc most scrious signs ofdcgradation brought about by thc
bourgcois r6gime; to rhem everything becom$ !n olrject of tndc urd

TLc prolctrriat, having conqrcred social powcr, will hrvc to trkc
cn thc work ofrcconquest, to rcstore in full for itrclfand all humanity
thc dcvastated rcalm of thc spirit. This i! ehar the Rrssian work€rr,
guidcd by Maxim Gorly, are doing tolay: this murt begin to bc
donc whcrcvcr thc ptolet.riar ir rpproaching rlrc nrahr.iry neccssrry
for rcciJ cha4c. Thc dccay rt thc top must bc rcphccd by new,
nrongcr lrfc from bclow 
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Exc€rpt 5:

"Wlrai ls a mass paper'?tt
From Trotsky, The Crisis of th( Irench Sectio
(r9354).

To the Members of ih€ Bolshevik'l2ninist Gioup:

I have iust learn€d that my letter to the Political Bureau on the
pap€r" ["Tum to the Mass$l"l was read to the

general meeting. I can only lejoice ifit succeeded i. clarifyins the
situation a little. I addressed myself first to the Political Bureau
in the hope thlt the question could be solved without a new
discuision on the foundations d€termined by th€ last national
conference. But it developed that the initiators of La Commune,
aftlr havins prepared their undertakins out€ide the organization,
and in frct agairut bolh th€ national and intemational
orsanizalions, d€cid€d to provoke a discussion after the {ait
accompli. In th€se circumstances it would p€rhaps not b€ without
value if I €nlalsed in a more p.ecise manner upon the cdticisms
and sussestioffi conlained in my letter to the Political Bureau.

t. What is a "mass paper"? The question tu not new. It can be
said that the whole bistory ol the revolutionary movement has
been fflled with digcussions on the "mass paper." lt is the
€lementary duty of a revolutionary orsanization to make its
political newspaper as accesaible aa posaible to the masses. This
ta.k cannoi be effectively solved ercept aa a function of the
gmwitr of the orgenization and its cadres, who must pave the
wsy to the mas..s for tln n€wspaper-sinc.e it is not eDough, of
coul!!, to crll a publication a 'lnaer papet" for the ma!!€3 to
res y acc€pt it. Bui quite otun r€volutionarl, impatience (r'hich
b€comes lransfo ned e$ily into opponunilt imDati€ncr) lead! to
this concluion: 'I'he rnsese8 do not come to us becaue our id€as
are too complicated and our slogan8 too advanced. lt is thseforc
nec$sary to simplify our prosEm. water down our slogans-in
short, to throw out some ballast. Uasically, thtu means: Our
slogaDs must correspond not io the objective situation, not to the
relation of class€s, analyzed by thc Marxist melhod, bui to
subj€ctive sssessments (extremely strperficial and inadequate
ones) of what the "masses" can or cannot accept. But what
maseee? The maee tu not homoseneous. It develaF. lt f€els the

rvhar j t  wi l l  not accepr
today. Our cadres will blaze the trail 

"irh 
increasins success for

our ideas and slogans, which will ho shown to be core,.t, because
they are confirmed by the march of events and nor b) subjrctive
ano personal assessments.

2. A mass paper is disiinguished lroD a theor€tical review or
fiom r journal for cadres not by lhc rlosoDs but bJ the ,!dDn€. tl
uhi(h thpy arc pft:sented. 'lho .adre journal untr)1ds for its
readers al l  the stcps of the Marxist  anal ls is. ' l 'h!  mass paper
presents only ils reeults, basins itself at the same time on the
immediate experience of the mass€s thenselves. It is far morc
difficult to write in a Manist nanne. for th" masscs lAan tr is to
urite for cadres.

3. I.t us suppose for a moment that ih. {lBL consentod to
"simplify" our proglam, to renoun.. th( slo'jrns for ih€ new
party and for th€ Fourth Internat ional.  lo r .nounce implacable
criticism of the social prtriols iratrrlnit lhem bv name), to
rcnounce sysiematic criticisnr oi l.ht Ihvolutil,nary Left and of
Pivert  pcrsonal ly- I  do not know i f  l r , is n.wsp:rper would becomc,
with the help of a magic wand. ,  nrrss Dai ier Li ,mbt i t .  Bur i t
would in any event b€come a SAI 'rs l  o. ,r ; ; r ' l t is/  paper.  The
essence of the Pivert tendency is jusr il,r,r: lo ;icftpt "revolution
ary" slosans, but not to dra* lrorn liiem th,r necessary
conclusions, which are the brcak $iih 81um and Zyronrsky, the
creation of the new parly and the new lnternat;.,nal. Withoul



thal, all the "revolutionary" slosans become null and void. At the
present stase the Pivert asitation is .r sort of opium for the
revo)utionary workers. Pive.t wants to teach thorr lhai i)De can
b€ for revolutionary strussle. for "rcvolutionary a.tiqn" (to
borrow a phrase now in vosue), and remain at the sam€ time on
sood terms with chauvinist scum. Evervthios depends on your
"bne," you Bee? lt iB rhe tone that makes the rnrsic If the tiser
cooed like d pigeon the whol€ world would be enchanl€d. But w€.
wilh our rude language, we must say that the lead.ers of the
Revolutionaty Left dre d.emotulizinE dnd prcstituting teuolution
ary conscio|1sn?ss.

I ask you: lf we renounced th€ slogans which ar€ dictated by
the objectiv€ situetion, and which constitute the very essence of
our program, in what Bhall we be distingdsh€d froh th€
Pivertist€? ln nothing. We would only be cecond-rat€ Pivertists.
But ifthe "rr|asse3" should have to decid€ foi th€ Pivertist!, they
$rould prefet the frrst..ste to th€ second.

4. I take up th€ little appeal printed {or "ao Commune-otgan
ot revolutionary (?) aclion (?)." Thiu documeDt providea us with a

6triking demonstration (unsouaht by its aurhors) of som€ of th€
ideas expreraed above. " La Commune witl speak the lansuas€ of
th€ factorieB and the fields. It will rell of the rnisery which reigne
ther€; it wil) express its passions and rouae to revotr.,,

This is a v€ry lardsble intention, althoush the masses know
p€rfectly well their own misery and their ferlings ofrevolr (stifed
by the patriotic apparatuses with the aid ofth€ piv€rtiFts). What
thp masse8 can demand of a newepapcr is n r/ecr prcErcn and. a
.o.te.t .tnenaotion. But p.ecisely on this qurBti,)n rhr appeal is
uite.ly silent. Why? Because it wants more ro conceit its ideas
than io express th€m. It accepts thc SAPisr (cent.isr) reciD€: in
s o p k i n s  r h p  l i n e , ' l  l c n F t  r ' s r s l . D , . .  , ^ r  L d r  r , ,  '  r s  T h e
tr.sfam of the Four.h IDternarioDai,  rhar s for , .us,, ,  fo,  the bia
shok of the leadership. And the mass€s? Whar are the masse!?
Th€y can rest conient with a quarter, or even a tenth, o{ the
program, This mentality we call eliiism, of both an opportunist
and, at thc lame timE, ar adeehtrrist type. Itis a very dan8erou.
attitud€, comrsd€s. It i! not th€ attitude of a MaI] isi.

We ffnd in the sppeal, after the aent€Dce quoted. a nqmbfi of
hlsto.ical r€mitriscenc.si '"To tbe sons and Srandsons of the
fiahteE of the Cloix-Rouss€, of thoBe who manned the barricsdes
ofJune 1848,r? ofth. ComDrunard. of t8?1, & Coitmune aay6,''
€tc. (follo$,€d by rhet dc e la Magdeleine Paz). I do not know,
tluly, it the retrelling ma6se6 ne€d literary leminiscences and
Bomewhat hollow rheooric disauised as a proSram,

But here i! where the molt important part heiine:.'La
Commune is not going to add itself to lhe multipticity of
t€ndencies in the qrorkers' movement.', What sovereign scoln for
lhe "multiplicity" ofexiutins tendencies! What does that me6n? lf
all the tendoDcies are wrons or insufficient, t] new obe has to be
crcated, the lrue one, th€ correct one. lf rhere are r,ue and false
tand€nci$, then ihe norkers must be i.ausht to distinguish
arnong theD. The mars€s must be called oD to join rhe correcr
tehdency to fight the talse oDes. IJut n.,, the initia,rorc of Za
Commrn?, somewhat like Rorhain Roiland, plac: lhemselve!
"above the battle." Such a prccedur. is absoruiel,- un\yortby of
Marxisls.

After this a number of names alr |r rrj.rj,rsC in order ro
parlicularire, how€v€r littJe, the utteriy '.i,ru€ characrer of the
new paper. I set aside rny own name wi,icil Lo Cornnrne claima
without the slightest.i stification. f)cins ar.rr,q rir€ iiving, I can
at least defend myself .  But the orhpfs,\ /  c j , : ! 'on iei . icrs.  rhe
r€al leade.s of revolutionary sociali6rl? i , ..,,:Ln'rly. th€y are
def€nseless. The appeal namee Mari{ tlr lJt5r.o.,r. $hat does



that mean? Do they want to create a new "synthesis" of Marxism
and Blahqutum? How will the mas€€ disentanel€ themselv€d
from the conbination of these two nalnes? A lncle farther on se
find l,enin. But the Stalini8ts claim him also. If vou do not
explain to the ma€ses that you are against the Stalinist tendency.
they *ill have to prefer l';Itrmanita to I-a Co'rrrnrne. This
combinalion of names €xplains nothins. It only extends and
d€€pens the ambiguity.

And her€ iB the hish point: "Lo Commune i6 launched by
nilitanls belongins to v6rious tendencie€ to brins abDut the ride
of a seat army of communards." What does this rnean, this
unknown crew of anonymous, unknown "vanous tlndcncies"?
Wtat t€ndencies are involved? why are they {slill Dn\nown)
group€d outside and against the other tend€nci$? The purpose of
creating a "great army of communards" is laudable. But it is
n€c€$ary not to forset that this army, once crested (1871),
suffer€d t terrifc catastropho because thal masnilicenl army
lacked a proaram and a leadership.

The conclusion: The appeal could have b€€n (ritlen by
Marceau Piveri (in collaboration with Masdeleine PRz) except for
one point-the name of the author of these lines. But as for me, I
repeat, I am implacably opposed to ihis €quivocal and anti-
Marxist appeal.

5. The adherence ofthe GBL to the SFIO has proved absolutely
coyrect. lt was a step forward. The Mulhouse cong.ess was the
hish Doint of the Bolshevik.L€ninisl influence in the SFIO. It was
nccessary to understsnd that the limit of l.he possibililies within
ihe Socislbt Party was beins reached (at lea6t for the adults). It
{raa n€@aaaty to utilize the newly \von and ftesh suthority to
influenc€ new snd virgin €l€ment€ outside th€ Socialist Party,
whos€ ,ocial cornpooition i! mherable. It is this sus8eition which
I expre5o€d in a letter lince published itr an intemal buUltin of
the GBL (no. 6, letter of June l0), and which I permit rnyself to
recolnln€nd to th€ comrades for rereadins in connection with the
present letter. Psrsing throush Pans lon the *sy to NorwayJ I
met witb several comrades, especially some of the future
p.omot€rs of Zd Conmnac, who w€re in Btrons opposition to the
)dea of a new turn. These comrades had lakeD a l i l ins to th€ir
activity in reformist and centrist ci.cles and hoped to be able to
prosress furth$ and furthcr. It was a m;stakc. 'lime and strensth
!!er€ *asled (ruill€Bsly insread of rmulatins the r-outh, shose
orientation was more correci because it was directed toward the
young workers outside the Socialist Party.

Then came the expulsions at Lille. I. for my part. resarded
them as an act of liberatjon, because they expr€ssed the reality:
the impossibility of ftuitful futurc actiuity in the rpnhs of rhe
StrIO, especially with th€ approach of war and fusion with the
Stalinists. li seerred that th€ fact of the expulsioD was so
eloquent as to spare us the need for any discussion as to what
road to take- It i{as necessary to open up a vigorous and
implacsble offensive againat the expellers, not as '6plitters"

{lhat's the small lalk of Pivert), but primari)y as the valets of
French impe alism. lt waa necessary at the same time io criticize
Pivert openty, since he had takcn the plac€ of Zv.omsky in
covering the left wing of lhe People B FroDt. lt was nocessary lo
develop the program of committees of action, to oppose coilabora
tion with the Radicals, and to proclaim openly the necessity for
preparing a ne& pe$ty ro save the prol.tariat and its younge.
generalion. lnstead of that, i-he ConmLre lrroup sousht above all
!.o win the sympathi$ of the Revolutionary l*ft by personal
rnaneuverins, by combinations in the lobb'{s, and above all bv
abdication of our slosans and of criticism of the cenlristA.
Marceau Pived declarcd two or three months aso that lhe
struggle against "Ttotshyism" is the sisn of a reactionary
tendency. 8ut now he himseu, Ied bj the SAP people. represelrts
rhis reactionaly t?ndency. ?/re R"L'olutionar! Left has becone
the most immedidte an.l nost noxious ohstacle in the dcuelop.
ment ol the rcuolutiondry uangaard. That is what has to be srid

t



openly and everywhere, i.e., especially in a mass newspapPr. But
lhe Commune Sroup has gone so far in its tomance \tith th€
Pivertists that one i6 forced to ask ifth€s€ cornrades are still with
us or if they have passed over to centrist positions. Thai is wbere
one gets when one throws principles overboard and adapts
oneself long€. than is necestary to lbe !€fofmiBt appsratus and
its centrbt valeb.

6. We may ask: and nauolt tion? It is also not the paper otour
t€ndency. Neverth€less we participate in it. That is corlect, but
Feuotutio^ is th€ paper of sn organizstion which evervbodv
knows-the YounS Socialists. the newspapet is led bv t.uo
,end€ncier which sre drawina clos€ and which must inevitablv
fuse. The Eogteitive cheracter of the R€volutionalv Socialist
Youth is determined Feci€€ly by thi6 fact: thal thev are tulning
toward the Bolshevik-Laninists and not loward the Revolutionary
t ft. ('I'be episodic Bdherence of Comrade Zeller to the nevolution-
ary lrft, after all that had happ€ned, wo8 a mistake the
re€pondibility fo rhich mu.t be sbared by the ComdLre group.)

Rtvolution ia a living, moving pap€r which can b€come the
pap€r of the Folelaisn youth. To accomplish this task, however,

. Mvolution must not fall inio the shsdows of La Conmunds
confwion, but muBt concretize its position-i.e., definitiv€ly
accept the slogano of the Bolsh€vik"Lninists.

7. La VAtift iE si abf,olul.e necessiiy. But it must liborare ir€etf
from th€ centrisl influences which r€sulted in th€ appeal of ,d
Conmune. La Vaitz must resume its fishtins, intransilent
cholacter. The most impo ant object of its cri.ictsm ts Pi{r.rrisn,
uhich is opposed to Leninism and has thus h"come, b! its oun
.haracterizatioi, a rcactio at! t.nd.ncr.

8. I  do not want to analyze in this l€t tcr the exira, 'nt inary
method8 empioyed by the Cbmrnur.  sroup vis: iv is j rs own
national aDd internrt ional t rndency. I t  is a very i rnportanr
questiun but ncverthcless s€condary rn mmpariaon wir.h the
queation of Fosram and banner.

I believe, dear comrades, that you have the greatest opportuni-
lies b€fore you. You are rt last 8oing to reap the fruib oI yout
efloris up to now, but on one condition: that you do not permit a
confu€ion of teddencies, of idea6 and bann€rs; that you practice
lrninirt intraniigence more than ever and orient yourselv€s
openly end vi8orouqly ooward tle new party and th€ Fou.th
Int€mationat.

L. Trotsky



Exccrpe 6:
.'Ict eo saoP at .gltttional
sloganstt
from the founding confer€nce of the Fourth
International (1938), resolution on the trsks of the
Fiench Secdon.
71, Lutle Ouvliere

Tl\e Lutte Ouriere, in t ying to become s so-call€d "mass
new6paper, i  has become too superf ic ia l - iDdeed.  c !€n bor iDg.
me shaid ideoLoss held on this subjecl was such that cerlain
pa. ly  memb€rs even objected 1o pubi ish ing Tro lsky 's  ar t ic les
sonetimes on (he grounds that lhey werc too long aDd iDcoD
prehensible for the masses, somelimes that lhey were loo violebl
agaiDst th€ Slalintsls. The edilorship, especially at thebeginDibg,
was lhe!€by paral-vzed by the fear of talli'rg under lhe blows
of such criticisDs. A certain improvement in recent months.
'-om 

this poini of view, ought to be noted.
The result has been that the.e has been an slienalion from

La Lulte ol those vanAuard readers who used lo find in our
organ serious revoluiionary news from lh€ national and inter-

' 
national point o( view ar well as aD instrument for Marxist
education wbich look daiiy evenls as a slarting poinl. Working
class reader8 found no substantial answer to their t.oubl€s

b rb helt[y .dlt d c!{ch€" Our oraan thu3 ibandonod s
mi!.loD a. aD €ducator ol lh€ cadres and builder ol th€ Fourth
lntenrationaL

Fu h.rmor. lt h appaEnt that tbe crti.le8 itt Ia LutU werc
oflen wrllten wlthout iDuch atleDtton eilher lo form or co|lt nL
tlle language b not tbe re3ult of a conclou. .fiort lo rdapl lbe
artlcle! to th€ workers' conce.n6i and i! on lhat very actount
ablracl lnd devold ot sEaiahdorwardness. ll i3 lmportalt
to rem€dy thi! srate of affaks as quickly as possible, the more
io inasmuch as a serlous organizalion ot this work would
Dake it possible lo obtaiD lruiuul resulls, in view ol &e possi
bilities in lhb field.

Firsl of all, it is nec€ssary to fiAhl against the stupid and
prihilive ideology whjch has crepl in under the botowed
lab€l of "mass Dewspaper." Il is Iime to learn the lesson oi
the ['!ench experienc€ on this point, in the spi.il of the excel'
len l  brochure by our  lnrDented Conrrade Envin Wol t .  A .eal
ma6s nepspaper is one whicb tries to take as its starrioa poinl
daily happeDings. to bring €lrplanations of the'n and slogans
about them to the workers, and first ot all to lhe advanced
$orkers, to the vanguard. The basis of the news should be
objective events in the tactories, on the farms, elc., up to dat€
national and inte.national political news, clearly o(p!$sed 8nd
analyz€d. But thjs aim iB above all interrelated with Ihe aim of
th€ party itself: lo forge cadrB, provide tbe explanation of the
si tuat ion,  and not  to  s top a!  merely  agi la l ional  s logans which,
lack ing orp lanat jon and pol i t ica l  8eo€rt ) izat ioD,  are power less
to make the besl work€rs und€rstand the Fourth Ib(e.nalional's
reason fo. €xistence just at the moment when, digusted with
bureaucrals  and wi th the Popular  FroDl ,  lhey are looking for  a
new way oul. In lbe aecond place, the editing of to l,rll€ hust
be compl€lely .eorganiz€d lo taciliiate supervision by the In'
lprnational on the oneband aDd the raDk and file on the oth€r.
One means of supervision will bc th€ givins up of anonymity,
with th€ exception of the €dilorial and oi certain party articles.
Subjects ldeparimentsl \riII be divlded an)Dns !arious members,
and Ih€ leadinA ariicles will be sianed, either with names or
wilh pseudonyms, By it6 supewision the editorshjp will press
fof a d€eper study of que€tions and for specialization. It Bhal!
be a.ranged to have oDe day interveft between the delivery
of the articles to the editors and lheir delivery to th€ prinle!,



lo allow correclion and se)ection. Failures will be communicaid
to the entire party. Each local group of the Parislan ReAion
shsU be p€rmitted lo s€nd a del€gate to the pl€nary meeting
of the edttorial board. Thus lvery tiIne rhat a .erlain Bpiril

of "the heU with if camouiaged itsel behtnd the splrit of col
lectlve anonymou! comnunhm, h.d to th€ old
procedures tor supervlslon and competition. Finally the edltor-
shlp shall make a deltberate ellort lo adapt it! lanAuage to
lhat of the work€.c and p€asaDts. Il h llue thet only stubboln
and frut{ul srork in t}re faclorles and Uade unlon!, lnvolvlng
practtcal collaboratlon in the vahguard oraan by work€rs
who are aclually enSag€d ln lhe slruggle, can ploduce a really
radlcal chanae h the psp€r'! language and tone Ncverth.le8s,
fa! flom m€rely waitlng passtvely for lhi! change, whlch ls
properly lhe c,ork of the parv, the edllors ln reporlinS the
dally evenb aod lh€ l€llons of lh€ otruS8le .hould sylleln-
lt|cauy try to obtaln Ee db.ct particlpafion of lhole i,ho
are taklng part ln lhat shuggle, wtlh aI thei! ihleresl, and
bnSuage. In a word, the o.A{n of the POI Ir tir mat rtal
httrumcnt for stitadoD, ir o.matlon, €duceUor! L.-, the bulld-
ing of the Fourth International

To keEp up tt r€gular w€ekly appe{rance L aD dbtotute
duty.

Nzatpap$- Manasement

Desplte celtain lndividual eflort!, il can be said Ihat on the
wbole th€ leade.ship let the whole adninlstrativ€ and finan-
cial work of the paper fall on one sinsle admlnislralive func-
tionary, eilho'rl creatbA .round th€ commissioD of n]anage-
menl that spir i t  of  h€rnancnl mobj l i "at iod'  of  the whole parly
*hich would have enabled i t  to f ind f inancial  .esourc€s and
ma(€rial aid. The resull ha6 been lhat linanclal stablity ba!€d
on pledg€B ha6 been p.oSressively endanaered, and tha! on
th€ otbe! hand mat€.ial alds h adminbtratlve tasks falled

Taktr8 lnto accounl lh. puttlng into plsctlc€ ot the tinanclal
measures recommended above, lhe leadenhip of the POI Bhould
tal€ the runnlnS of the paper ln h6nd as a cardlnsl t.sk,
drNr up I plan of ftorganizatloh on lhe occasloD ol tbe palty
conventloA have th€ blanches dircusr iL appeal io tbeh sptrtt
ol eErulallon and d€vollon; guarant€€ the dauy .up€rvblon of
the rxtcutlon ot tbei. trrki, and the public Dalure ol thb super-
vblon, lhtowhout the €rtire party. It t! necesary wilhln th.ee
months flom Ih€ date of the conventton to und.rtak€ a cam-
palgn to doubl. tl€ numb.! of lubBcriberi and r.ade$. And
thb b a matter, nol so much of offering prlzes, as of havlDa
good arucle! and good docuheDtary bvesttgatlon!.



Erccrpt t:
.'A uorkcrst papertt
Frofi Trolsky, 1r /)efrrce ofilrattisrn.

OD May 27,1939, I agaifl wrute conc€rning the chamoter of
the sociaftJ, Apprd in connection with the social codpcition
of the party I

'Frcm the minutcs I se€ that you are having difficulty witb the
Sociolist Appeal. Th. paper is very well done frorn rhe ioumalistic
poilt of view; but it is a paper ior the workers and lot a workers'
paper. . . .

'As it is, the paper is d,ivided among va(ious w.iters, each of
whom is very good, but collectively they do not permit the
wo.kers to penetrate to the pages of the Appeal- Each of them
spcaks foi the work€rs (and speaks very wel) but nobody wilt
hear the workers. Ilt spite of its literary brilliance, to a certain
dcglr. ti. paper becom.:s a \.ictim of iournalistic routin€- You
do not hear at all how thc work€rs liv€, fight, clash wirh the
police or drirk {hiskey. It is very dangerous for the paper as a
tevolutiotrary hstrumcnt o( th€ party. The task is not to mai--
a papet dr.ough the ioiat lorcer oI a skillod editoiial board but
to otrcourtgr tltc wotrter3 to sp.at for tlrcmselv.s.

,/



ExcerDl 8:
..Rcadcfs musa pay fcr ihe
PaPCrtt
Ftufi Canl.on, IAtte6 From Pisott.

The principle that readers must pay for ihe paper is a
sound one; people are inclined io pul a high€r value on
things they pay lor, even if it ia a very small amount,
than on throwaway shcels which they get for nothing. I
believ€ all eiperi€nced organizers r€cogniz€ lhat throw-
away l€aflets ar€ the mosl expensive and least productive
of all propaganda rnethods. Thal, however, does not
prev€ni some people, who have not yet folmed the habit
of thinking and weighing experien.!, from periodically
making excited ptoposals for frec leaflet distribulion ss
a panacea. Bul, nevertheless, experience has also shown
that lt is tie principLe of pdAing, not th€ omozr, paid,
that ls most imporlant. The two should not be confused
and lumped together.

I t  i5 not our lask to vindicate a commercial  pr inciple
but lo assure thc widest possiblo distr ibut ion of our paper
to p€ople who value i t  enough to read i t .  As said. that
is besl  guaranleed i f  they pay somcthing for i t .  But then
comes a second pruposit ion lo $hose val idi ty al l  con-
lcrnpo.arJ pub)ishing experienct tlstites- Tbat is, rhar
oncc th€ principle of payment is firmly establislrcd, the
paper must be sold at a cheap price in order to atlain
a wide circulation; the cheape., th€ betler.



ErccrDa t:
..4 comblnaticn tocltt
From Cannon, Lettertlrom Ptison.

Sand-$lone, Dr(ember 2B, 194,t

We need and musl have an eighlpage paper now, not
because th€r!  is any magic in Ihe I igure eight and not
because this is the r ighl  s ize for a pape. under al l  c i r-
cumslances! but because i t  can be brst adapted to the
sPecif ic tasks which our press musl serv€ ut $e pr€sr l l l
time, and is within our prospective means.

The decisions we make on such quesl ions as lhe sizo
and frequ€ncy of issue of a pape.,  as ou nl i  other so
cal led pracl ical  quest ions, should be as careful ly rrasoned
as our pol i l ical  decislons. This is oneof lhe surest s igns
of t l ,e Introductron ul  profes5'un.rh$m. r .e. ,  cunsciousn(ss
into our work. The Militant is a tool which in lhe pasl
served primarily, almost exclusiveiy, the task which the
circumstancts ol the time obliged us lo concentrate on:
the recnritm€nt and education of a cadre c'f thc most
advinced polidcal elements. It ia quite obvious thai the
whole oblective Bi(uation -l3 changing now, and there-
with lhe pdltion of our party within it.

The taskr and lhe oppottunitles of the party are chang-
in8. Tbe pre$ mu.l b€ legulated accordtngly. We all
recognlz€ this. But we can waste a lot of energy and
neglect many opportunities if we see tbe new problems
only "in gen€ral" and make a haphazard adjustment of
lhe pre$ to them. We should examine the new problem
closeiy and tly to make as precise an adjustment of the
press as possible.

Viewin9 The Miliutnt as a tool, I should like to refrne
the definition by saying that, in the nexl period, it musl
serv€ us as a bnthinot ion lool  $hich cad b€ us€d on
several  di f lerrnt jobs. I  bel i€\ 'c this quul i f icat ion is vcry

The pt iper,  for (he t i rst  t ime, is gctt i i rg r  good .ecept ion
fronr mass€s ol  workers withoul previous pol i i ical  edu-
cat ion or interest.  The n)ajor i ly ol  i ts rcaders ai  the
prer€nl moment arc uew pcopie, dnd i(  is to b( exp.cted
that this majorily lr'ill becone largrr. ?.te Milir.rd must
serve this new dudierce, adapt i tscl t  to lbe stage of their
pol i t ical  developnr€nt,  under pdnl ly ( ' f  losing rhe;,  rn

' l  b is dic ldles a ncw journr l ist ic techDktue- Our ldngu.rgc
and our arguments musl be f impl i f ied ard )n: 'de ntore
ncc€ssible to the new type of reader. fhis does not mean
lo vulgaize, to tr lk down lr  Labor Act ion tnsbion, but
f u  s t u d J  J n d  l e . r n  t h e  n . t  o l  p u p t h a t i  E  U r , r  { , r u p ; r .
ganda. I t  is an art  and i t  can bc learn€d i lnd Dract iced
wiihout rcvising or water ing down a single brrsic pr in
cipl!. ?h€ probfem is o\e ot pftslttatio.t, with the ncw
readers i r  mind. They are only,  for lhc most part ,  n€wly
inleresled, only parl ly in lcreskd, and th! paper must be
i igh(cned up and br ighlen€d up in ordcr k) hold rheir
int€rest and lead them intc, deeper studies. The paper has
improved enormously along this l ine duri  g the past
year! bur we mus( kcep the direction clear amd go tarther.



I  have no doubl that a "cal lup pol l .  would show con-
clusively that the carroons and drawings ano lhe new
feature columns account to a gr€at degree for the in-
creased popularity of the paper. With the increased sDace
whrch rhe eigbl.pager wi l  provide we must l ry cr i , l ib-
erately lo make further advances along this line. More
cartoons and drawings; more light features, especially
short feahlres; morc efforr to give ir_/ormalion not found
elsewhere; more studied efforl to conv€y o\rr ideas in
small doees, lutrlly and sornetimes Indirectly, for the
average worker do$n't like to be pounded over the head
wrtn dtrscl argumenls in every arUcle and eve(y h€adline.

For tbe b€nelit of the new reader we mu.t
tell ihe hlstory of the movement over and over agaln,
dramadzing the gr€at ev€nts and personallties of lh€
pa!t, {n ord€r to butld up one of lhe rno6t powerful sup-
portiJrg idear any movement c6n have-the idea of
trdditiotu

Man doer not llva by argument alone. He needr a
variety of lnterer! color; entertalnment; iDformatiou
daama; recollecuon of thtnga past, especially where the6e
recolecdons briog humsn pe$onalities into view. The
more and belter the paper ls dressed up with these varf
ations on the lheme oI communism the better wtll the
paper be liked, and the tnore surely will the first inlerest
of lbe new readers b€ drawn into lirm conviclions and
g.aletul devolion to the paper which has op€n€d for them
a window on a new rich world-

The eightpage paper wi l l  g ive us more room, but l t
should not be used metely to add sixteen more column6
of lhc same T'be alm should be plima ly to add greater
vuiety. We should cxperlmelt wlth sketches and stodes
about people. That l. Esinly what lhe 'Diary of a Stecl
Wotlef colrslsta of, and ihot lr uby it lB so popular.
Not ev€rybody undelatrnd! it, but people llke to read

, about people.
W€ bere hcve d!!ors&d the ldea ot reprtDdng in retlEl

form the .ociallst and labot novel. of the past. We wu
have room for it, and t b€lteve &e plaie! or !€.lat rryhb
could be secured tor vary slr|all smounts. We thoughi lhe
new generaion would b€ lntele6ted in the Jungle, The
hol Heel, Pelle lie Coflqlero\ Gorky\ Mothe, Com-
,ude Yelti, etc. In fact w€ know lt. An earlle! g€nelation
of Boclal lebels were profoundly ftoved and inllqened

by th$e stories. Thelr chlldre[ and grandchildren are
no diflerenl.

The dominanl notes ol the eight-page paper must be
aimpwcation ond. ogitotion, i.e., (oncentrated hammer-
ing on a very few basic rlogans of Ihe day. These are
lhe indispeneable characteristics of a popular paper.
But-and here is rhe carch, here is the main reason we
need a blgg€r paper-our Militant c^nr\ot be merel! a
popular paper even if every line of its contents is ir_
reproachably correct as far as it goes.

The Militaflt must strive to be a combinattoTr paper;
a paper which int€rests and serves lhe needs of the new
reader who plcks it up for the lirst lim€, the reader who
ls bee{nnin8 to think of himself as a Trotskytst without
yet thinking about the party, and the educated party
milllant-all at the same time. If we get this conception
clearly In our heads we will be able to avoid some of
the mo8l costly errors of the past and close big gaps



An agitalional pap€r vJhich does nol lcad
him from lhe f i rs l  reader to the second, and then sl i l l
higher, in time becornes monotonous. He docsn'l feel thc
need of mere 'agitution" so strongly on malters on which
he is already convinced; and may even gel l i red of i t
and tall back into passivity and inditference unless h{j
is led, step by step, into tho deeper questions of Ma isnr
with the ever n€w and €ver changing var iely of interests
drousrd by lhr i r  prE!!nraDon and disf l , \s ion.

Preciseiy here was the Achi l les'beel ol  lhe old Appeal
to ,R€osorL Its unrivaled agitation on a ftw simple poinls,
and its sensational exposures, made lhe Appeal very
attract ive io thousands of new readers who were making
tbc f i rst  brcak in thr i r  al lcgiance 1o thr bourgcois parl ies.
B!1 the Appeal Lefi them, so to spe.rk, on thc first step
of the ladde.,  ncver raised th€m higher.  The readers,
af ler a spel l  of  entbusiasm, gol l i red of lhe singsong
which they aheady knew by hl'nrl and felt away. Al a
certain stage of ils devetopment, lhe /ppeal was con
fronted wilh the life-and-death problem of getlitrg new
thousands of readers to lake lhc place of other thou-
sands who were falling away.

I know all this very well because I was one of th€m_
It was my good fortune to discovc. rhe IWW and the
new problems ot lheory dnd tnct ics rajsed by i t ,  and to
8et an lntroduction into Marxist economics at the old
Socialist Educadonal Socl€ly in Kunsas City, just at
the time I was beginning to feel tha he Appeal to Reason
had nothing more to teach m€.

My case was rather typical. Mo€t of the mllilanb I
knew in those day6 had gone throuSh the ,4pp€al ro
Feasoa echool. But lhe point i$, th€y had Eore throrrgh
il. I finally stopped reading the ,.lppedl altogether. Oc,
casionaliy, when I picked it up laler, il lackcd the old
inlelest for me. I'he App€olwas too sirrple, too exclusively
agi lat ional,  to hold the conl inuing rnterest of  a devel-
o p i n g  m i l i l r n t . r n d  r i d  h i s  i u f l h r r  ( i l u c . r r i o r .

Of course, this {rxan)ple may appear to be exaggerated,
insofar as i t  expresres the condi l ions ol  thc l ime dnd
the 8lnrral  ideological  poverly ot lhr old movement.
Bul i t  is worth mentioning iD any casr.  i f  only as a
"horr ible exaDrDle. '  We are a head tal)er than the move
ment from which we grew, but thal  puls upon us thc
obl igat ion 1o use our head. We musl t ry to do cvery
thing understandingly, consciously. Applied to Tie Mrl-
tonr,  this m{.ans among oiher things, th.r t  we should
dcl iberately pla| l  i t  as a var iegatcd combinat ion paper
l t /hich has som€thing in i t  of  sp€ri i l  interest to al l  of
i ls rcaders i )r  ul l  s lagcs of their  developmer)t ;  which con,
ducls the new reader by stages frorn agitat ion on lhr
burning issues ol  th€ day into al l  l l )e more profounrl
quest ions of tbe class and the party,  and cont inues to
interesl  him after he has assimi lated them

The capital ist  p.€ss solvcs lhe problem of al t ract ing
and holding rc.rders of di f fe.enl so( i l tL slrata and di f-
fercnl  intercsts in i ts o|n way. Their  prescr iDt ion is sim-
ple: They provide a greal var iely uf departments and
features ranging from comic slr ips and crossword puz-
zles to market reports and the soci€t) column. Something
for everybody. They even hav€ cditor ials and somr
people read th€m.

In our own way, and for our own purposes, aDd with

our own resources, we should follow this pattern. But
for thalwe need eight Pages.

..4



through which many thousands of potential socialists
slipped away from the hovement in lhe past.

We can only a|rord to publish one pape.. And we must
addrcss ouraelv€s to the potltically educated as well as
to lhe unlnltiated. And we must also remember lhal be-
tv/een the beat posted party memb€r of years of study
and experlence and lhe new leader there are numeloua
strat8 in different daSrees of development. And we murt
publish a pape! lor sll oI them. Moet lirportant of all,
we rDu3t bear in mlnd that the neu, reader do€r not !e-
maln a lew rasde! all his l[e. Tlte average intelllg€nt
worker quickly abrorb8 the few simple ideas whtcb at-
tracted hbn to the p.per In the llrut place. Then he b€-
gins to f€.I the ne€d of hore pubstantial food.


